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Some stakes have moved or have been cancelled
while others remain a fixture on the calendar for older horses.
By Derick Giwner
The first round of stakes payments for 2018
are due on February 15, which means we are a
bit over a month away from the George Morton
Levy series at Yonkers Raceway and perhaps a
few weeks from seeing some of the better older
horses in the country on the track in a qualifier.
The stakes calendar, while not etched in
stone, is out with some minor changes from
last year.
• Plainridge Park has cancelled the Spirit
of Massachusetts

$100,000-plus stakes schedule for
older pacers & trotters, Page 3

• Molson has been renamed the Camluck
Classic and will be raced on a Saturday
instead of Friday at Western Fair

Siegelman looks for weekend
success at Meadowlands, Page 6
Macedonio: No passing allowed on
the left, Page 6
Gisser: Breaking down the EHV-1
outbreak, Page 7

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

A first look at the 2018 stakes calendar

Marohn Jr. keeps rolling along at The
Meadowlands READ MORE

Bergman: Thoughts on a new era of
racing at Yonkers, Page 5

ENTRIES

• Empire Breeders Classic for 3-year-old
trotters has moved from June to May 28
(Memorial Day) at Vernon Downs
• Nadia Lobell for 3-year-old pacing fillies
has moved from September to July 6 at
Hoosier park
• Tioga juggled its stakes for older horses in
August to the 12th and 19th

On The Backstretch: Profile of
trainer Mark Ford, Page 8

• Maple Leaf Trot for older horses moves
from mid September at Mohawk to September 1 to join the Canadian Pacing Derby

Winter/Spring Stakes Schedule,
Page 9

• New York Sire Stakes Finals move from
mid October to September 22 at Yonkers

The Ohio Sires Stakes offer
$8 Million in purses in 2018!

• Potomac Invitational for older pacers
moves from early November to December 2
at Rosecroft Raceway
Since the races for older pacers and trotters
kick off first, let’s take look this week at the
potential paths available, conflicts and holes
in those divisions.
For the most part the schedule flows
smoothly. The only glaring conflict comes on
August 19 where the Prix d’Ete for 4-year-olds
exclusively at Trois Rivieres goes head-tohead with the Roll With Joe, an Open Pace at
Tioga Downs. Unfortunately there really isn’t
a great spot on the calendar to move either
race, though the weekend of July 27 seems like
the best fit.
The biggest gap in the calendar comes in
November. After the Breeders Crown Finals
at The Downs at Pocono on October 27, there
don’t appear to be any landing spots for older
pacers or trotters until the November 24 TVG
Finals at The Meadowlands. Situated two
weeks after the Crown and prior to the TVG
races, November 10 would be the perfect date
for some track to grab the spotlight with a
pair or quartet of races for older performers.
Historically, before the demise of Balmoral
Park, this was the timeframe when the American National series was contested. It would be
nice if a slot-fueled track could step up and fill
the void.
That’s the overview. Following is the
complete list of all stakes of $100,000 or higher
for older horses.

2- & 3-Year-Olds

2018 Ohio Sires Stakes
Four $40,000 to $60,000 Legs
Eight $275,000 Championships
Eight $60,000 Consolations
for 2- & 3-Year-Olds
Nomination fee $500
due March 15, 2018

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

Contact Kimberly Rinker
at 614-779-0269 or
kim.rinker@racing.ohio.gov
Nominations Forms & 2018
Ohio Sires Stakes Schedule
can be dowloaded at

www.racingohio.net

Four $60,000 Championships
for 4-Year-Olds & Up

No nomination or sustaining fees!
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$100,000-plus stakes for older pacers & trotters in 2018

PACERS
April 21
$200,000 added George Morton Levy at Yonkers
$125,000 added Blue Chip Matchmaker (mares) at Yonkers
May 7
$100,000 Miami Valley Distaff (mares) at Miami Valley
May 20
$175,000 Confederation Cup (4YOs) at Flamboro
May 26
$150,000 Camluck Classic at Western Fair
May 27
$150,000 Betsy Ross (mares) at Harrah’s Philadelphia
June 2
$200,000 Battle of Lake Erie at Northfield
June 16
C$365,000 Roses R Red (mares) at Mohawk
C$100,000 Gold Cup at Mohawk

September 1
C$615,000 Canadian Pacing Derby at Mohawk
September 8
$250,000 Jim Ewart Memorial at Scioto
September 17
$150,000 Bobby Quillen Memorial at Harrington
September 21
$175,000 Hoosier Park Pacing Derby at Hoosier
September 22
C$225,000 Milton (mares) at Mohawk
September 28
$160,000 Dayton Pacing Derby at Dayton
October 6
$150,000 Allerage at Red Mile
October 13
$250,000 Yonkers Invitational at Yonkers
October 27
$400,000 Breeders Crown at Pocono
$250,000 Breeders Crown (mares) at Pocono
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4

June 30
$500,000 Ben Franklin at Pocono
July 7
July 14
$425,000 William Haughton at The Meadowlands
$200,000 Golden Girls (mares) at The Meadowlands
July 21
$260,000 Gerrity Memorial at Saratoga
August 4
$225,000 Sam McKee Memorial at The Meadowlands
$200,000 Lady Liberty (mares) at The Meadowlands
August 10
$300,000 Dan Patch at Hoosier Park

®

Harness Hall of Fame Inductee &
Proven Sire of Stakes Winners
p, 2, 1:50.2; 3, 1:47.3 ($2,748,818)
Rocknroll Hanover-Artistic Vision-Artsplace

• Sire of 2017 USHWA 3-Year-Old Pacing Filly
Award Winner, Blazin Britches

August 19

• Sire of 2017 Matron Winner, Springsteen

C$200,000 Prix d’Ete (4YOs) at Trois Rivieres

Standing at Winbak of NY for $5,500.
Click Here for Online Booking Application.

$175,000 Roll With Joe at Tioga
$175,000 Artiscape (mares) at Tioga
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Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Noelle Duspiva, Winbak of NY Manager
845.778.5421 / stallions@winbakfarm.com
www.winbakfarm.com / /

ROCK N ROLL HEAVEN

$250,000 Graduate Pace at The Meadowlands

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

CONTINUED from page 3

August 4

November 24

$300,000 John Cashman at The Meadowlands

$350,000 TVG at The Meadowlands

$175,000 JR Steele Memorial (mares) at The Meadowlands

$175,000 TVG (mares) at The Meadowlands

August 12

December 2

$175,000 Crawford Farms at Tioga

$100,000 Potomac at Rosecroft

$175,000 Joie De Vie (mares) at Tioga

TROTTERS
May 5
$200,000 AJ Cutler Memorial at The Meadowlands
May 7
$100,000 Miami Valley Distaff (mares) Miami Valley
May 27
$1,000,000 Elitlopp at Sovalla
$150,000 Maxie Lee at Harrah’s Philadelphia
June 9
$200,000 Charlie Hill Memorial at Scioto
June 16
C$255,000 Armbro Flight at Mohawk
June 30
$175,000 Cleveland Trotting Classic at Northfield
July 7
$250,000 Graduate Trot at The Meadowlands
July 14
$400,000 Hambletonian Maturity (4YOs) at The Meadowlands

September 1
C$600,000 Maple Leaf Trot at Mohawk
September 20
$125,000 Miss Versatility at Delaware County Fair
September 21
$200,000 Centaur at Hoosier
September 28
$150,000 Dayton Trotting Derby at Dayton
October 6
$150,000 Allerage at Red Mile
October 13
$1,000,000 Yonkers International at Yonkers
$250,000 Yonkers Invitational at Yonkers
October 27
$500,000 Breeders Crown at Pocono
$250,000 Breeders Crown (mares) at Pocono
November 24
$350,000 TVG at The Meadowlands
$175,000 TVG at The Meadowlands
-While every effort was made to ensure the accuracy of these races, some may
change as the year progresses. Please check with individual tracks for official
information.

Bold Eagle leads Prix de France field
Coming off a heart-breaking second-place finish in the Prix
d’Amerique on January 28 at Vincennes Racecourse, Bold
Eagle will attempt to pick up his first win since August of 2017
when he faces a field of 15 in the 400,000 Euro Prix de France
over the same surface on Sunday.
Bold Eagle, the Prix d’Amerique and Prix de France winner
in both 2016 and 2017, has finished second in five consecutive
races. Readly Cash bested him by a narrow margin in the Prix
d’Amerique, but that foe has elected to skip the race this weekend. Propulsion, who was third in the Prix d’Amerique behind
Bold Eagle, is also slated to compete on Sunday.

Field for the 1 5/6 mile Prix de France
1-Traders		
4-Propulsion
7-Billie de Montfort
10-Val Royal
13-Uza Josselyn
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2-Anna Mix		
5-Timone Ek
8-Bold Eagle
11-Call Me Keeper
14-Vivid Wise

3-Belina Josselyn
6-Wild Honey
9-Booster Winner
12-Briac Dark
15-Rongostarr Treb

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Thoughts on the new era of racing now at Yonkers Raceway
jaywalking
By Jay Bergman

BergmanJay
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®

Horse of the Year & Triple Crown
Winner. New to Delaware in 2018!
2, 1:55.3s; 3, 1:51.1 ($1,969,847)
Yankee Glide-Cressida Hanover-Mr Lavec

• Winner of Hambletonian in race record 1:51.1
• Sire of 2x Breeders Crown Winner, Maven
• Sire of O’Brien Award Winner, Blue Porsche

GLIDEMASTER

It seems wherever you look these days in the press or social
media, people with strong opinions not only want you to take sides
but actually demand it. Loyalty is not something just the President
of the United States is asking for. When it comes to news gathering
and disseminating, loyalty is what it’s all about and as our nation
accepts these truths to be self evident, we are left either to play the
game or stay on the sidelines and watch.
Racing is hardly different in this case, as those social “activists”
tend to point out all of our inefficiencies on a day-to-day basis.
If you want to know what happens, just write the story yourself
or have the viewpoint of your organization trumpet the cause of
your own celebrities.
It doesn’t take more than a minute to brag about great handle
numbers without context. The recent “Memo” out of Washington was no different in substance to the tales of an incredible
turnaround in handle at Yonkers in January. Neither initiative
managed to cite all the reasons or for that matter state some of the
more obvious details left out of documents. In the case of Yonkers’
meteoric rise in handle figures, the cancellation of competing
tracks just may have had something to do with it.
The news of a new presiding judge at Yonkers still has the horsemen abuzz, but true details of this story have not come forth and
those that I have spoken to appear to understand some of the players who wish nothing ever comes out.
In the past I’ve listened to trainer gripes about others getting a
better deal or the so-called un-level playing field. I still hear those
speculating about a trainer’s success and the sources thereof.
While the complaints haven’t changed very much, one has to
wonder whether those trainers expecting the media to uncover
misbehavior are really serious in their position or just laying in
the weeds hoping to profit should one of the big guys get caught.
While I’m puzzled at the adulation heaped upon trainers who
come from nowhere and reach the top in short order, I’m equally
perplexed at those who don’t recognize their rights to vote and
elect leaders that will in fact stick up for the majority and not just
placate those looking for a voice.
If there is truly discontent in the trainer ranks and the belief that
the ends always justify the means, then why aren’t more horsemen
speaking out against wrongdoing? Whether it’s in the race office,
judges stand or on the racetrack, this is 2018 and there is so little
money spent on investigative journalism. Horsemen operate in
plain sight of nearly all of the parties that they criticize. Is it possible to continually speculate to the press certain activities when the
trainers themselves are in the closest proximity?
It’s hard to be a cheerleader and a critic at the same time and
perhaps that’s the problem with finger pointing. Many are willing
to “like” a particular post with their names attached while others
criticize anonymously.
Are Horsemen’s groups there to protect all horsemen or just
some?
To me the answer should be clear and if horsemen don’t like what
they are seeing on the track or off the track, their duty is to make
their voice heard in whom they put in office to lead.
The recently removed judge at Yonkers was there for a long time
without being replaced. No matter what he did or didn’t do, we can
all agree there is a certain comfort level people in power tend to
get when they are certain that nothing or no one can change their
position. In the case of a presiding judge with little oversight, there
is potential to abuse authority. It’s puzzling as to why the judge was
allowed to remain for so long without some form of simple rotation.
Speculation aside, there was a time in New York where presiding
judges were changed nearly every three months or when a race
meeting ended. It may not have been perfect for judges to travel
to other tracks to relocate, but it did give the drivers and trainers

a different set of eyes to witness the races and perhaps call infractions that other judges wouldn’t.
Essentially what happened with the judge at Yonkers may be
similar to what happened to the racing at Yonkers. Everyone on
and off the racetrack was all too comfortable with each other and
the evidence was on full view for the public to see. There was very
little movement. Drivers routinely gave tucks to other drivers.
Horses went in straight alignment for the first five-eighths of a
mile.
Now that the judges have changed and the passing lane has been
removed, it was perhaps wishful thinking that racing would be
dramatically different at Yonkers. Of course the instant reviews
were sensational and perhaps the euphoria was richly deserved,
as the first two weeks of action saw drivers on the move early with
incredible regularity.
I would even suggest that last Thursday’s Foiled Again-insearch-of-win-number-100 race was dramatically different than
races we’ve tended to expect over the last dozen or so years. Despite
being the obvious fan favorite, Foiled Again was not afforded any
luxury in reaching the front. Making matters worse, he received
a true head-to-head challenge from the halfway mark on and
that proved just enough to soften him up and keep him from the
winner’s circle.
However, in substance, after witnessing seven wire-to-wire
wins in 11 races this past Saturday, reality appears to have set
back in. Some of the snoozers can be expected since odds-on
horses had an inside track against fields that didn’t measure
up. What was of concern to me is the number of extremely slow
second quarters. If the action from the back of the pack doesn’t
pick up before the half, it’s going to be extremely difficult to bring
those wire-to-wire numbers to a level that gives all players an
opportunity to collect.
If this is the beginning of a new era, perhaps we’ve just hit a
bump in the road.

Standing at Winbak of DE for $4,000.
Click Here for Online Booking Application.
Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Garrett Bell, Winbak Farm General Manager
410.885.3059 / stallions@winbakfarm.com
www.winbakfarm.com / /
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Veteran Siegelman seeks weekend
success at The Meadowlands
By Jay Bergman
There are few in the sport today that question what trainer Robbie
Siegelman does with his stable. For the longtime conditioner, having
dedicated owners with 40 years of experience in racing has afforded
him the luxury of time.
“We don’t race claimers,” said Siegelman, “So if our horses need
time to recover that’s what we do.”
Siegelman will send out half of his racing stable this weekend at
The Meadowlands, with a pair entered on Friday and four in the box
for Saturday.
Perhaps the most interesting of the half dozen Siegelman has lined
up is Cheyenne Triengel, a homebred 5-year-old making her first
start in 2018.
“I was very happy with her qualifier. They went very slow the first
quarter and she was at the back. She finished solidly and was within
herself,” Siegelman said of the homebred.
Cheyenne Triengel drew the rail in Friday’s fifth race and certainly
has a chance to compete at the non-winners-of-$5,500-in-last-5-starts
level. What’s interesting about the mare is how she managed to earn
$77K last year with but one victory. A career winner of a shade under
$200,000, Cheyenne Triengel sports but a 1:55 2/5 lifetime mark taken
at Yonkers.
“I would say that has a lot to do with the purse structure at Yonkers
and the ability to race up the class ladder,” said Siegelman. “She did
draw a lot of outside posts but she’s moved up from non-winners of 2 to
non-winners of 8 and always seems to get a check.”
The earnings and the slow lifetime mark may belie the fact that
Cheyenne Triengel may be a lot faster than she looks on paper. “She’s
got a great attitude,” said Siegelman, “Right now we’re doing very
well on the big track but she still fits the conditions at Yonkers.”
Siegelman was close to saying goodbye to Cheyenne Robin, who was
entered in the January Mixed Sale at The Meadowlands. “She was
entered but her hock filled up before the sale and we couldn’t race
her,” said Siegelman.
The decision to take her out of the sale may have proven a blessing
in disguise as the daughter of Rocknroll Hanover has been rock solid
in her two 2018 starts. “She drew outside and had some tough trips but
she’s headed in the right direction,” said Siegelman.
On Saturday Siegelman will send out a brothers’ act in the form of
veteran Yo Cheyenne Rocky (post 5 in race 8) and Yo Apollo Creed, a
lightly-raced 4-year-old in the third race.
“He’s got wicked speed,” Siegelman said of Yo Apollo Creed, a gelded
son of American Ideal that has had to deal with various ailments in
the course of his brief racing career.
“I was thinking of qualifying him a couple of times,” said Siegelman, “But when the race opened up on Saturday with non-winners of
2 drawing inside we decided to enter.”
Yo Apollo Creed’s two victories have both come at The Meadowlands including a 1:51 score.
As for Yo Cheyenne Rocky, the 9-year-old has had to overcome
some major physical issues that sidelined him for over a year at one
point. “Barry (owner Rubenstein) could have had him put down, the
horse was insured for $50,000,” said Siegelman, “But instead he spent
$40,000 in vet bills to bring him back to health.”
That time, patience and compassion has given Yo Cheyenne Rocky
another chance, and judging from his most recent performances
there seems to be a return to winning form. Yo Cheyenne Rocky steps
up in class after a very easy 1:52 2/5 score last weekend.
Cheyenne Seeber drew the rail in the Saturday’s 10th race and
Siegelman believes this is the fastest of his horses if not the easiest
to drive. “He’s a very funny horse to drive,” said Siegelman, not in a
joking way. “You’ve got to get him involved early, either to the lead or
close and to get a trip,” said Siegelman. “If you try him first over he’ll
only give you so much.”
Cheyenne Seeber returns to the big track after a disappointing
outing at Yonkers that Siegelman deflected as a trip that wasn’t in the
horse’s best interest. “I think with the right trip at The Meadowlands in
the summer this horse could pace in (1:)48 and a piece,” said Siegelman.
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trot takes
By Ryan Macedonio

@Trotcast

No passing on the left
Hey Cammie Haughton (Director of Racing at Yonkers Raceway), below is something that could be implemented right away
at Yonkers with no USTA deliberation, no waiting years for it
to be put into practice, and no strong horsemen’s union to fight
back.
We’ve all been watching a little more of Yonkers since they
shortened the stretch, added some cameras and banished the
passing lane. Handle is up and things are looking somewhat good
at the Hilltop. But there’s something I’m still seeing. That something is horses going into the passing lane! Well, not technically
the “passing lane”, but the lead horse is bearing out in the stretch
and the horse in the two- hole is zooming up the inside!
Horses are also using that same inside path to save ground
along the pylons and close for a nice check by finishing fourth or
fifth. I thought we were supposed to get rid of that exact move by
banishing the passing lane? It’s a short stretch now, so how in the
world is that happening?
As a driver on the lead, your main job in the final turn should
be to steer left and hug the pylons. I would like to see drivers
fined both ways for using the passing lane; fine the driver on the
lead who gave enough room to the horse behind him to go up the
inside and fine the driver sitting second who went up the inside.
The goal of banning the passing lane was to create more movement. Part of that objective was to possibly make the two-hole the
worst spot on the track if it’s a competitive race. You’d need a lot
of luck to happen for you to shake free.
I’d like to make the rule that you can’t pass on the left unless
either: 1) The horse in front of you is visibly on the left line,
running out so bad that you’re avoiding interference (If a horse
is visibly on a line, the trainer should get fined for improper
equipment and possibly be forced to qualify) or 2) Once entering
the stretch if a horse retreats quickly, you may enter their path,
allowing you to pass others on their left.
This isn’t a long stretch and drivers shouldn’t be waiting to
see if room opens up. We want them making decisions early and
often, forcing discomfort and mistakes. Too many drivers are
still perfectly content sitting 2nd or 3rd, hoping for some room
later. We need to eliminate that mindset. If they know that there
is absolutely no legal way for them to go left, the entire race
becomes unpredictable from start to finish.

Southern Pursuit N arrived on these shores in July of 2016 and
looked like a good one. “He paced in 1:51 2/5 in his first start at The
Meadowlands,” said Siegelman. A week later the horse made a break
and got cut up pretty badly. It’s been a long grind getting him back but
Southern Pursuit N (post 5) has looked most impressive in the last
couple of weeks.
“He was very good both times and could have won either race,” said
Siegelman. The import gets a chance to regain winning form in the
evening’s ninth race, a conditioned event for non-winners of $3,500
in last 5 starts.
Though Siegelman’s owners have bred and owned horses for a long
time, they entered broodmare Cheyenne Adrienne’s (Yo Cheyenne
Rocky) yearling in last year’s sales and Siegelman was the winning
bidder at just $7,000.
“You know the mare has been incredible but this is the first filly
she’s ever had,” said Siegelman. “I really like this filly.” The daughter
of Yankee Cruiser will be eligible to the Ohio Sire Stakes program.
The filly was renamed Mi Nina Bonita by co-owner Juan Vasquez in
his first standardbred venture. “I never have any luck with naming
horses,” said Siegelman, “So I told Juan you could name her whatever
you like.”

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Breaking down the EHV-1 outbreak & what it means for racing
CONFESSIONS
By Keith Gisser
Herpes. It’s a scary word. Especially if you are a recently divorced
guy in his fifties, just getting back into the dating scene. But that is a
very different column for a very different publication. I am talking
about equine herpes or EHV-1.
EHV-1 shut down racing at The Meadows in late January, a hiatus
that has been extended to February 23, and now we are feeling its
effects in a domino-like manner, since so many horses ship in and out
and may have been exposed to the virus.
The Blooded Horse Sales Company was forced to cancel its February sale. Horses which raced at The Meadows in January are being
turned away at Dayton and Ohio’s Miami Valley Gaming Racetrack,
where a horse has tested positive for the virus. Currently 190 horses
are quarantined at The Meadows. Ohio has had a couple of positive
cases, including two that did not affect racehorses but horses at Ohio’s
University of Findlay, OH, which had a devastating outbreak in 2003.
Northville Downs in Michigan will not accept entries of horses from
Ohio or Pennsylvania when it opens in March, although that seems
a potentially premature decision. Apparently, neither Pompano Park
in Florida nor Hawthorne Park in Illinois are accepting horses from
Ohio or Pennsylvania.
The outbreak has also hit Thoroughbred racing. A barn at Turfway
Park has been quarantined after a 3-year-old was found in distress in
his stall and unable to stand up. He later tested positive for the virus
and was euthanized after his condition worsened even more.
So what is EHV-1 and how does it affect a horse? It doesn’t always,
and that can be a problem. Some horses are carriers of the virus but
never become symptomatic. Others will show symptoms that can
include limb weakness, nasal discharge, lack of interest in food, lethargy and fever. Most horses have some natural immunity and many
horses get vaccinated. In fact, Michigan, Indiana and Illinois require
vaccinations. Unfortunately Ohio and Pennsylvania don’t. The virus
spreads easily, especially among horses that are stabled indoors.
EHV can cause three different forms of disease including rhinopneumonitis, a respiratory disease which is the most common. It can
also cause abortions in pregnant mares, and the neurologic disease
EHV-1 myeloencephalopathy (EVM), which can be fatal to horses and
is the most severe manifestation. The good news is that the virus is
not a human health threat.
“Racehorse owners should take immediate precautions to protect
their animals,” said Ohio Department of Agriculture State Veterinarian Dr. Tony Forshey. “All owners should closely observe their horses
for any signs of illness and take their temperatures daily. They should
immediately contact their veterinarian if they have any concerns.”
Some of you may be reading this and say “So what?” It doesn’t affect
me as a horse player. But it does. Or it will. The Meadows is closed, so
you can’t play those races. Tracks like Northville don’t get much play,
but they will likely suffer from short fields. More and more horsemen

are scratching, or just not entering horses at Miami Valley. Again,
that can lead to short fields, which leads to lower handle.
Worse, if this problem spreads, more tracks could be forced to close,
taking away even more opportunity for the player. But the bigger
issue for me as a handicapper is “How do I know?”
I can make an educated guess if a horse has been quarantined
at The Meadows, but I have no idea if he was sick or not. Nor can I
really tell how much work he has been getting. It makes wagering on
the affected horses (those quarantined) a real crapshoot. But what
about a Miami Valley horse coming off a layoff? Was he sick? Was he
exposed? Was he just getting a break after a long campaign? There is
no way to tell and that uncertainty makes it hard for me to part with
my wagering dollar.
Or maybe we won’t see short fields. As Indiana horseman Grant
Wilfong pointed out on social media, “I opted to have my horses
scratched Friday night at MVR and literally not one other horse was
scratched that night! I was completely shocked!! Was I really the only
person willing to look after the welfare of their animals until we had
a game plan in place?? And btw one was in the open and the other one
was in the next class below the open...$22,000 and $18,000 purses....and
they both drew well.”
While good sanitation in the barn helps minimize the problem, the
fact that a track like Miami Valley has no on-track stabling exacerbates it. You have a 156 horse paddock, with horses coming from dozens
of different locations, where they can be exposed to dozens of pathogens. Northfield Park has cut down on its available stalls, making it
more reliant on ship-ins and more susceptible to an outbreak.
When tracks had large backstretches they did not have to rely
on ship-ins as much, so there was less likelihood of a problem with
EHV-1. And if it was present, there was enough of an on-track equine
population to keep racing. We live in a different world today, and as a
result, our horse population will constantly be put at risk.
The good news is that it is the depth of winter and there are not a ton
of tracks racing. This outbreak (although fewer than a dozen horses
total have tested positive from what I can find) has been somewhat
limited. What if Pocono and Philadelphia were racing? Tons of horses
ship from The Meadows there for various stakes engagements. From
there, it is a short hop to Yonkers or The Meadowlands or Dover. How
many would have been exposed by the time the first positives were
confirmed?
There have been other equine herpes outbreaks before and racing
has survived them. While a few horses are lost, the majority go on
with no long-term ill effects. Hopefully this outbreak will wake up
all jurisdictions and parties and force them to look at their policies
(are vaccines and health certificates required in addition to a negative
Coggins) and their procedures (washing paddocks with more than a
hose and water; forcing horsemen to bleach equipment as a disinfectant; and so on). Horsemen must not share equipment, monitor their
horses’ temperatures, since fever is a symptom of EHV-1 and they
must vaccinate, even if the state is slow to mandate it.
Hopefully this situation becomes a learning experience for all
involved and does not spread any farther than it has. To be frank, the
bottom line is that a quarantined barn at The Meadows is probably
still a lot cleaner and safer than some of the bars I have been dragged
into lately. No go cash. See you next month.

Reach the Harness community by advertising in

Weekend

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2016

DRF HARNESS HOME

DRF BETS

Featured Tracks

Weekend
R 28,
FRIDAY, OCTOBE

2016

DRF BETS

SS HOME
DRF HARNE

Featured Tracks
(FRI)
Meadowlands
Mohawk (FRI)

(SAT)
Meadowlands

Analysis PPs
Analysis PPs
Analysis PPs

HARNESS PPS

SS EYE
DIGITAL HARNE

ENTRIES

SS LIVE
DRF HARNE

ON
CROWN EDITI
BREEDERS
EXPANDED

ick-driven
lner
t for Tim Tetr
Sky is the limi starters Huntsville, Wa
wn
Breeders Cro
By Derick Giwner

was on
Tim Tetrick
to 2013 driver
Horses under
From 2007
s Racing world.
during
$120 million earntop of the Harnes
earned over
a in
Analysis PPs
his control he led North Americ
been
as
Yonkers (SAT)
Tetrick has two
that span
season. While
Analysis PPs
the last
ings in each top of the heap for
-old has
the
Yonkers (SUN)
s, the 35-year
replaced at
Gingra
k
Huntsville
PPS
Analysis
years by Yannic wer in the form of
FREE
Get
back to the
renewed horsepo could vault him
that
and Walner
Gingras
line.
83 behind
Top Stories
front of the
sitting $1,074,1
in 2016, Tetrick
Although
oard
s leaderb
0 Breeders
on the earning to win the $600,00 trot and
n: Walner brings MORE
Jay Bergma
READ
will be odds-onfor colts on both the y night.
first Crown
memories of
on Saturda
Crown events
2-year-old
Meadowlands
to win a
Derick Giwner
pace at The he has the co-fastest
17 chances
with
tied
ille
Burke with
a 1:49 mark
ille as they
In Huntsv
Final READ MORE
, sharing
finalist
with a
guided Huntsv
Breeders Crown
pacer of all-time and fellow Crown , Walner
old pacers
Tim Tetrick
for 2-year(2011)
has you covered
be outdone
to
Sweet Lou
,
LIVE!
a world record Red Mile.
Not
SS
side.
in history
HARNE
analysis
the
Downbythesearookie trotting colt
& real-time
1:49 win at
Red Mile
10 starts and
with live video Crown READ MORE
3/5 at the
is the fastest
to 8 wins in
came
s
timer in 1:51
treacherous
s. The duo
for the Breeder
stopping the
$2
al Captain million in earning
.
with over
$1
with the potenti
Wiggle It Jiggleit
in early October
2-year-old
enal. nearly 3 to dominate the division 0 record.
Always B Miki,
Page 5
at
is phenom
have one top
16-13-2a
year
back
To
Final,
g
and
being
Crown
earnings
te the followin opportunity to drive
meet in epic
way to go before
million in
to domina
Made
Captaintmay have a
gly have the for the Hambletonian
Huntsville
ations with the right
Trixton/Taylor
To seemin
a
Page 6
Darin Zoccali:
book favorite the North Americ
ed in convers
, he’s on
the winter
game-changer,
come mentionous, but for Tetrick
events like
deal could be
reacher
and top pacing lands Pace is a dream
to turn the
how HuntsMeadow
on
looks
ch
and
path.
Cup
“You
said Tetrick
8
Darlinonthebea
Heston Blue
“He’s close,” to Captaintreacherous.everyCountry, Page
true.
an Jewel and
top filly
he won
tables on Pure
compares
did have Americ , recalling the
ville
“I
because
early
‘Super’
both
Captain
in his
were
said Tetrick
in store for
done it yet
can’t knock
Chip at 2,”
ively. “They
good at
Big Crown night page 9
horse hasn’t
colt, respect
pacer and
Big M,
up being really so far.” thing. This
ON PAGE 3
and ended
Brett at the
had
CONTINUED
s
really good
two that I’ve
chamare my top
Entries & Analysi12
3, but these no stranger to driving guided
10,
Breeders Crown
In 2012 he
Zoccali, Pages
Tetrick is
by Giwner and
ld colt pacers.
pion 2-year-o
selections,

Mohawk (SAT)

Analysis PPs

$

5 $125

25

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Meadowlands (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SUN)

Analysis PPs

Get
Analysis
FREE
PPS

DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

ENTRIES

DRF HARNESS LIVE

Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Top Stories

Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE

HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5
Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Visit us online at drf.com/harness
Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

HARNESS NEWS ACROSS NORTH AMERICA
Pick 5/6 carryovers in play Friday at Cal Expo
Friday night’s Cal Expo program features a pair of carryovers,
kicking off with an $8,245 carryover in the 20-cent Pick 5 that covers
the first five events on the evening.
There will be a $30,000-guaranteed gross pool for the Pick 5, which
is one of two wagers each night along with the 20-cent Pick 4 that
features a reduced 16 percent takeout rate.
There is also a $3,840 carryover in the 50-cent Pick 6, which is
decided on the penultimate six races on the card.
There is a carryover in the Pick 5 despite the fact that last Saturday
night’s sequence featured a 3-5 winner in I’m An Athlete, who was
recording his second straight victory in the Open Pace.
While three of the other winners were very logical at 5-2, 3-1 and 7-2,
what ignited this carryover was Hi Fidelity’s victory in the opener at
$50 for owner/trainer Rick Cisco and pilot Ryan Grundy.

-edited release (Mark Ratzky for Cal Expo)

Hall of Famer Howard Beissinger dies at 94
Communicators Hall of Fame member Dean Hoffman has reported
via social media that Hall of Famer Howard Beissinger, 94, died on
February 6, 2018, in his home state of Ohio.
One of the sport’s top trainer/drivers and trotting specialists, Mr.
Beissinger won three Hambletonians, with Lindy’s Pride (1969),
Speedy Crown (1971) and Speedy Somolli (1978). Mr. Beissinger drove
Lindy’s Pride to win trotting’s Big Five in 1969: the Yonkers Trot,
Kentucky Futurity, Hambletonian, Dexter Cup and the Colonial.
The third generation Beissinger to make harness racing a profession, he also had Lindy’s Crown, who held a world race record of 1:54
4/5 before Cornstalk broke it in 1984 with a 1:53 4/5 mile. Cornstalk
was also driven by Mr. Beissinger.
He was inducted into the Harness Racing Hall of Fame in 1975.

-with files from USTA

Hawthorne cancels Thursday card
Due to an impending winter storm, live racing for Thursday night
(Feb. 8) has been cancelled at Hawthorne.
Thursday night’s card will be moved in full to Saturday with additional races being added. Qualifiers originally scheduled for Thursday are scheduled to be moved to Friday at 5:30 p.m.
A decision regarding live racing on Friday will be made Friday
morning.

-Hawthorne

Foiled Again behind the 8-ball
The ageless Foiled Again makes another attempt at career win No.
100 on Saturday night at Yonkers Raceway.
Starting from post 8 in the ninth race Non-winners of $20,000 in last
5 starts pace, the 14-year-old will have his work cut out for him. Foiled
Again is 6-1 on the morning line with George Brennan listed to drive
for trainer Ron Burke.

Millionaires to qualify at Meadowlands
With all due respect to Punxsutawney Phil, a better indicator that
spring is coming soon may be the appearance of potential George
Morton Levy and Blue Chip Matchmaker horses in to qualify.
Two potential contenders, L A Delight and Rockin Ron, are both
slated to compete on a five-race late afternoon qualifying card at The
Meadowlands on Friday.
The 5-year-old L A Delight, who has earned over $1.3 million in her
career for owner Robert McIntosh, C S X Stables and Al McIntosh Holdings, finds herself in a new barn as Nancy Johansson is now the listed
trainer after a private purchase buy Diamond Creek Racing. Johansson confirmed that the mare is being pointed to the Matchmaker.
Rockin Ron, a 6-year-old under the care of Ron Burke, made $525,279
in 2017 to push his career earnings over the million-dollar mark. He
picked up a win and two seconds in the Levy series last year and will
make his first start since a 1:49 win at Dayton on October 13, 2017.

DRF Harness Weekend | 8 | February 8, 2018

Did you ever want to know more than just the statistics of your
favorite trainers and drivers? Derick Giwner took to the backstretch to ask them some more unorthodox questions.

Trainer Mark ford
What is your favorite track to race at?

Meadowlands.

What kind of car do you drive?

Lexus 330

Do you have children? How old?

Yes -- 7 years old

Pick one: Chicken, Beef or Pasta?

Beef

Pick one: Cake, Cookies or Candy?

Yes

When you leave the track,
are the races still on your
mind?
Some of them. Depends on how
much money you raced for and
what happened.

What is the longest time
you’ve sat in traffic trying to
get to a track?
When you race at 5 different
tracks all over every day, it is
hard to answer that question.

USTA Photo

Trainer Mark Ford is the
President of the SBOANJ.

How often do you check the
entries after the draw to see if your horse got in?
Constantly.

Who is your best friend on the backstretch?
I have lots of friends.

If you are going to grab a drink after the races, which
horseperson would you want to hang out with?
I don’t drink.

What is your favorite sport?
Harness Racing.

Other than you, who is the best trainer in the sport?
Ron Burke or Jimmy Takter.

What is one word that describes harness racing for you?
It’s all harness racing all the time. That’s all I do. Harness Racing is my life; 24/7, 365 days a year

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Winter/Spring Stakes Schedule
Yonkers (Friday, March 16)

Miami Valley (Tuesday, April 17)

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker	F&M Pace (Leg 1)

$40,000 James Hackett Final

Yonkers (Saturday, March 17)

Miami Valley (Friday, April 20)

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 1)

$40,000 James Hackett Final

Yonkers (Friday, March 23)

Meadowlands (Friday, April 20)

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker	F&M Pace (Leg 2)

$50,000 Shiaway St Pat Final

Yonkers (Saturday, March 24)

Miami Valley (Saturday, April 21)

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 2)

$40,000 James Hackett Final

Yonkers (Monday, March 26)

Meadowlands (saturday, April 21)

$50,000 Petticoat Final

3&4YO F&M Pace

$50,000 Whata Baron Final

3YO&up Open Pace

$30,000 Petticoat Consolation

3&$YO F&M Pace

$50,000 Burning Point Final

3YO&up Mare Pace

3YO C&G Trot

3YO Filly Pace

3YO&up Open Trot

3YO C&G Pace

Yonkers (Tuesday, March 27)

yonkers (Saturday, April 21)

$50,000 Sagamore Final

3&4YO H&G Pace

$200K (Added) Levy Final	Open Pace

$30,000 Sagamore Consolation

3&$YO H&G Pace

$125K (Added) Matchmaker Final	F&M Pace

Yonkers (Friday, March 30)
$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker	F&M Pace (Leg 3)

Yonkers (Saturday, March 31)

$100,000 Levy Consolation	Open Pace
$75,000 Matchmaker Consolation	F&M Pace

Yonkers (Tuesday, April 24)
$55,000 SOA Bonus Trot Final	Open Trot

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 3)

$35,000 SOA Bonus Trot Conso.	Open Trot

Yonkers (Friday, April 6)

Miami Valley (Friday, April 27)

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker	F&M Pace (Leg 4)

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO Filly Pace

Yonkers (Saturday, April 7)

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO Filly Trot

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 4)

Freehold (Saturday, April 28)

Yonkers (Friday, April 13)

$40,000 Dexter Cup Elimination 3YO Open Trot

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker	F&M Pace (Leg 5)

Miami Valley (Saturday, April 28)

Yonkers (Saturday, April 14)

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO C&G Pace

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO C&G Trot

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 5)

Miami Valley (Monday, April 16)
$40,000 James Hackett Final

(Information courtesy USTA - All stakes with purses of at least
$30,000 through April 30 are listed.)

3YO Filly Trot
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