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NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

New Integrity rules could be in play quickly
A potential pre-race positive from a horse under the care of trainer Ron
Burke could bring the WEG/Meadowlands Intergrity rules to the forefront.

EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
Less than three weeks after the announcement by Woodbine Entertainment and The
Meadowlands that they would be forming a
partnership to promote racing integrity and
accountability, and before a final version of
the initiative has been officially formalized,
we may have our first victim.
On Monday (1/22) at The Meadows in
the third race, Tj Blast, a 5-year-old gelding trained by Ron Burke for owners Burke
Racing Stable, Weaver Bruscemi, Larry Karr
and Donald Emond, was scratched due to a
failed pre race test. According to co-owner
Mark Weaver, it was due to a high blood gas
level (TCO2).
Weaver wrote the following on Facebook:
“I’ll put it out here if this involves Ronnie’s
positive at The Meadows today. He had a high
blood gas on a horse today. (He has never
had one in 40k starts and commissions are
well aware that he isn’t one that flirts with
the threshold the way some do). As of a couple
years ago this would’ve been a $250 fine and
that’s it but today I believe it’s a 30 day suspension and potentially we have to switch trainers on over 100 stake horses because of the
new rule put in place by WEG. We don’t know
how he tested high and are looking into it but

The Ohio Sires Stakes offers $8 Million
Four $40,000 to $60,000 Legs
Eight $275,000 Championships
Eight $60,000 Consolations

ENTRIES

at this time it’s mind boggling. I know Ronnie
wouldn’t intentionally do it especially with all
the repercussions that come with it. I’ll try and
post anything new that happens as I figure
it’s better that way then to have false info out
there.”
While I had no intention of broaching the
subject of the new rules – which cover 30
stakes races at Mohawk, The Meadowlands,
Tioga and Vernon – until they were set in
stone, with the leading trainer in the sport
potentially involved, it accelerates the timeframe for discussion.
When reviewing all of the information
available via press releases and on social
media by WEG Chairman Clay Horner, the
only viable conclusion is that if the infraction is upheld by the Pennsylvania Racing
Commission, Burke will be forced to remove
himself as the trainer of record on any stakes
horses he was prepping for races at the
above tracks. Of course we are way ahead of
ourselves as Burke hasn’t even had a hearing
yet and if charged would have every right to
appeal the findings.
With the Burke situation bringing the new
integrity rules to the forefront more quickly
than expected, it made sense to reach out to
architect Clay Horner to explore what revisions have been made since the initial release
on January 5 and when the final version
would be released to the Standardbred
community.
“Every day as it brings new input and new
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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20th Annual Stallion Auction to Benefit New Vocations
Conducted through OnGait.com Feb 6-8 ending at 2:00 pm
in an “Open Ended Format” (all bids are in US dollars)
Additional breedings will be added!

DELAWARE
Badlands Hanover
CR Commando
Delmarvelous
Glidemaster

Winbak Farm
Winbak Farm
John Celii/3JsStable
Winbak Farm

INDIANA
Always A Virgin
Bluto
Class Included
Dover Dan
Fred and Ginger
Guccio
Hypnotic Blue Chip
Jailhouse Jesse
Mr Cantab
Panther Hanover
Ponder
Proper Respect
Real Desire
Tellitlikeitis

Owners of Always A Virgin 4,000
Chapel Ridge Farm
2,500
Owners of Class Included 2,500
Dover Dan Syndicate
3,500
Howard Taylor
2,500
Guccio Syndicate
5,000
Fran Azur
2,500
Al Libfeld
3,000
Mr Cantab Syndicate
2,000
Darlene Carr
2,500
John D Fielding
3,000
Louis Tomczak
1,500
Brittany Farm
3,500
Lothlorien
3,000

KENTUCKY
Yankee Glide

Kentuckiana Farms

3,000

MARYLAND
Charlie DeVie
Rusty’s For Real

Fox Den Farm
Fox Den Farm

1,500
1,500

MINNESOTA
Art’s Chip

Sally Josefczyk

1,500

NEW JERSEY
Lis Mara

Deo Volente Farms

2,500

NEW YORK
Artiscape
Conway Hall
Deweycheatumnhowe
Dude’s The Man
Manningly
Muscles Yankee
Rock N Roll Heaven
So Surreal
Third Straight
Whataworkout

Winbak Farm
4,000
Walnut Hal Ltd
5,000
Walnut Hall Ltd/Millstream 5,000
Morrisville College Fdn Inc 3,500
Morrisville College Fdn Inc 2,500
Herb Liverman
6,000
Joe Bellino
5,500
Jon Kurnit
2,500
Morrisville College Fdn Inc 1,000
Morrisville College Fdn Inc 3,000

OHIO
Arthur Blue Chip
Art Official
Big Bad John
Bring On The Beach
Cash Hall
Charley Barley
Cheyenne Rei

2,500
Dr. Ian Moore
Muscara Racing Trust
2,500
Winchester Baye Acres Inc 3,000
Moira Gunn
2,500
WalnutHall Ltd
3,000
Ohio State ATI
2,000
Rei’s Gang
2,000

4,000
2,500
3,000
4,000

Coraggioso
Credit Fashion
Domethatagain
Dejarmbro
EL Rocket
If I Can Dream
Lost For Words
Lucky Chucky
Manhardt
McArdle
Mister Big
Nob Hill High
Powerful Toy
Rockin Amadeus
Stormin Normand
Spring Goal
Three Olives
Triumphant Caviar
Well Said
Western Vintage
We Will See
Winning Fireworks
Wishing Stone

Joe Spadaro & Tom Durkin
Martin Yoder
Abby Stables
Hickory Lane Farm
Abby Stables
Bulletproof
Country Club Acres, Inc
Perretti Farms
Snow Ridge Farm
R.Kevin Greenfield
Muscara Racing Trust
B.Mondillo & D.Robinson
Zion Hill/Jeff Stacy
Lothlorien
Christina Takter
Michael Miller/Abby Stbls
Zion Hill/Jeff Stacy
Triumphant Caviar Syn
Jeff Snyder
Lars Perry Soderberg
S.Depinto/E.Smith/J.Silva
Daniel & Wayne Schlabach
Deo Volente Farms

2,500
1,500
3,000
5,000
2,500
2,000
2,500
3,000
3,000
6,000
2,500
2,000
1,500
3,500
3,000
1,500
1,500
5,000
5,000
3,500
3,500
2,500
3,000

PENNSYLVANIA
Detour Hanover
Googoo Gaagaa
Possess The Will
Western Shore

DelVal Univ (live cover)
Richard Hans
Fashion Farms LLC
Delaware Valley University

2,500
5,000
3,500
3,000

ONTARIO
Big Jim
Crazed
He’s Watching
Holiday Road
Justice Hall
State Treasurer
Thinking Out Loud
Wheelin N Dealin

Darlene Carr
TetrickRacing/BlueChipFm
Muscara Racing Trust
Deo Volente Farms LLC
Ecurie Gaetan Bono, Inc
Paul & Sally MacDonald
Bob & Al McIntosh
Seelster Farms

4,000
4,000
5,000
3,500
3,500
4,000
4,000
4,000

How To Bid: Bid online at www.ongait.com Feb.6
through 2:00 pm Thurs. Feb. 8 up to five minutes after the
last bid comes in. (Open ended format) Minimum raise is
$100. Winning bidders owe a refundable 10%, min $100
deposit. Balance is due to New Vocations with a live foal.
(Please do not bid for mares over 20 yrs old, ones that
have been barren two + consecutive years, ones due to
foal after May 15, or those that are already booked.)
FMI (937) 947-4020 or email dot@horseadoption.com
NewVocations.org

CONTINUED from page 1

news causes us to consider and tests things against what we are
proposing to do,” said Horner. “It is taking a little longer than I
would have hoped, but the effort is to get it polished and driveworthy when we release something. I don’t really have a handle
on it (when the rules will be released) because obviously there are
a bunch of folks that need to sign off at WEG and at The Meadowlands. It will be as soon as possible, but I can’t commit to a particular time.”
Assuming no further
adjustments are made,
the modifications include
placing trainers into
one of two classification levels – High Risk
& Low Risk. Generally a
high risk trainer will be
one with a poor overall
record when it comes to
recent violations and a
low risk trainer will have
few or no infractions on
their record. According
to Horner, distinctions
will be made when the
rules are complete and
Ken Weingartner/USTA
there won’t be substanRon Burke led all trainers with 889
tial gray area.
Should a low risk wins and horses under his care earned
trainer receive a medica- $21,092,421 in 2017.
tion positive, the consequences would focus on the horse in question and the trainer exclusively. The horse would be unable to participate in stakes events at
the listed tracks and the trainer would also be barred from competition in those races for a period of time. Owners of horses under
the affected trainer’s care will be permitted to move them into a
new barn completely unaffiliated with the original trainer and any
horses owned by that trainer will still be allowed to compete under
the new conditioner.
Owners with trainers that fall into the high risk category will lose
a percentage of the purse money equal to the amount of the horse
they own should their trainer receive a positive test. So if trainer
“A” is high risk and one of his horses comes up with a positive, the
owners of that horse will be subject to a reduction in purse money
of all stakes at the participating tracks equal to their share of the
horse. Those withheld funds would be distributed to the second
through fifth-place finishers in the race on a 50%-25%-15%-10% scale.
“We’ve gone to the classification of trainer proposal to distinguish
and provide additional comfort to those owners who said, ‘My trainer
would not have been considered a high risk trainer and I had no reason
to think he was. I shouldn’t be knocked out of these events or suffer any
purse consequences due to an unexpected positive,’” said Horner.
“We are seeing already that horses are moving from higher risk
trainers to lower risk trainer and that is the fundamental principle
behind the rule,” said Horner, who added that he’s heard from trainers who have received new stakes horses as a result of owners looking to be more cautious with their trainer selections.
The trainer classification system is not the only new wrinkle
being written into the Integrity rules. An exceptional circumstances
clause will be added to provide owners/trainers with a final opportunity to appeal a decision. The original rule removed all discretionary decisions, but Horner said that owners felt strongly about
having a chance to plead their case.
“We heard overwhelmingly from all constitutes, and I understand
why given their investment and experience, regardless of what decisions the commissions make, they absolutely wanted for us to have
the power under the conditions that they have agreed to by staking
the horse, to make exemptions in cases of extraordinary circumstances,” said Horner. “But don’t think the extraordinary circumstances are an everyday event.”
With regard to how an appeal might work, Horner said the process
would be “fair” and as it relates to WEG would be handled “by a
truly independent person or a group of people”.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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1:50 WORLD CHAMPION
®

ARCHANGEL

2, 1:58.2s; 3, 1:53.1s; 1:50 ($1,141,831)
Credit Winner-Michelle’s Angel-Andover Hall

FINISHED #1 IN NORTH AMERICA IN 2017
FOR AVERAGE EARNINGS PER STARTER
IN 2017, ARCHANGEL’S 1ST ONTARIO CROP
AVERAGED $51,600 AT LEXINGTON
From 1 crop of racing age, sire of:
• 2017 Yonkers Trot Winner & USTA District 8
3-Year-Old Colt Trotter Champion,
Top Flight Angel, 3, 1:54.3h -’17 ($456,336)
• 2017 Hudson Trot Winner, Celebrity Ruth,
3, 1:53.4f -’17 ($415,363)
• 2017 NYSS Winner, Guardian Angel As,
3, 1:54.1f -’17 ($275,483)
• Current Average of $75,331 per starter
• Sire of 5 with $100,000+ in earnings
• 80% of Starters have records
Click here for Booking Application.
Standing at Winbak of Ontario for $6,500 CAD.
Loyalty Discounts Available.
*Information from Standardbred Canada / All information as of 1/23/18

Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Larry Drysdale, Winbak of Ontario Manager
P.O. Box 26, Inglewood, Ontario, L7C 3L6
905.838.2145 / winbakcanada@bellnet.ca
www.winbakfarm.com / /

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Many contenders in
Sunday’s Prix d’Amerique

Revised Integrity rules coming
together according to Horner
CONTINUED from page 3

By Greg Reinhart
The 97th edition of the Prix d’Amerique for trotters will be held on
Sunday afternoon at the Vincennes Racecourse in Paris. Eighteen
of the world’s finest trotters will be competing from a standing start
over the distance of 2,700 meters (1.67 miles) in search of one of the
biggest prizes in the sport.
The last two editions
of the Prix d’Amerique
have both been won by
Bold Eagle, and he will be
competing again this year,
looking to become the first
horse to win three consecutive Prix d’Ameriques since
Ourasi (1986-88). Bold Eagle
has not been able to find
the winner’s circle in the
lead-up to the race, finishing second in the finals
of the European Trotting
Masters in September, the
Lisa Photo
Grand Prix du Bourbonnais
in October, the Grand Prix Propulsion won a leg of the Super
de Bourgogne in Decem- Bowl at The Meadowlands in 2015.
ber, and the Grand Prix de
Belgique earlier this month. A 7-year-old son of Ready Cash, Bold
Eagle is trained by Sebastien Guarato for owner Pierre Pilarski.
The slight favorite over Bold Eagle in the pre-race betting pools is
Readly Express, also by Ready Cash. Owned by Bro Byggnads AB,
trained by Timo Nurmos and driven by Bjorn Goop, Readly Express
has been in top form both in Sweden and France since the fall of last
year, with wins in the 5-year-old championship race and Swedish
championship in the former country and two group wins (the Gr. 1
Prix de L’U.E.T. and Gr. 2 Prix Tenor de Baune) in the latter. He also
prepped for the Prix d’Amerique in the Prix de Belgique at Vincennes
on January 14, finishing a closing third after sitting at the back of the
field for the first part of the race and then making a three-wide charge
at the end.
A horse bred in the United States hasn’t won the Prix d’Amerique
since Moni Maker in 1999, but that would change if Propulsion would
win on Sunday. Propulsion, a 7-year-old by Muscle Hill and out of
former Hambletonian Oaks winner Danae, who was bred by Fredericka Caldwell (who coincidentally also bred Moni Maker) and Bluestone Farms, was a $250,000 yearling purchase at the 2012 Lexington Selected Yearling Sale. He started his career in the Tony Alagna
barn but was exported in 2015. Last year he became the first horse to
win a race in Europe in under 1:50, capturing the Aabergs Memorial
at Sweden’s Jagersro track in 1:49 3/5. His last prep race for the Prix
d’Amerique came in the Grand Prix de Bourgogne at Vincennes, which
he won comfortably on the front-end for driver Orjan Kihlstrom.
“He’s in much better shape this year; everything has been perfect
so far,” said Daniel Redén, who trains Propulsion for owner Stall Zet.
“Last year I had problems with his health a few weeks before the race.
Now he has not missed one race in my plan.
“I think it’s a better race this year. Five horses are little higher
than the others: Bold Eagle, Readly Express, Bird Parker, Bellina
Josselyn and, of course, Propulsion. Now I just hope that everything
works our way the last day,” concluded Redén.
Bird Parker, another 7-year-old son of Ready Cash, was the only
horse to win two of the Prix d’Amerique prep races at Vincennes, scoring in the Grand Prix du Bourbonnais and the Grand Prix de Belgique,
where he was confronted by a first-over Bold Eagle and rebuffed him to
the wire. Bird Parker is trained by Phillippe Allaire for owner Elisabeth Allaire and has been driven by Jean-Philippe Monclin.
The Prix d’Amerique is scheduled for 4:05 p.m. in Paris, which is
10:05 a.m. EST.
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“The revisions are designed to stay true to the original goals
of maintaining integrity while at the same time affording all
owners added security against the unknown factors,” said
Horner, who reiterated his previous comments about how infrequently he expects the rules to even come into play. “I think it
will happen once or twice a year. Prior experience tells us this
will be an extremely remote event.”
Horner was also very impressed with the commitment shown
by owners to make the changes work.
“In terms of all the people that I’ve spoken to over the last
couple of weeks, I’ve been really impressed by their principles
in terms on them being prepared to say that they understand
the changes we are contemplating and that they are prepared
to unreservedly sign on,” said Horner. “Everyone I spoke to was
prepared to say, ‘I’m prepared to do my part for better integrity
and I realize that any situation where you are making a change,
by definition, everybody has the potential for greater risk, and
with the appropriate safeguards and protection for the innocent
people, I’m on board.”
After a near 90-minute conversation, I couldn’t help but notice
Horner’s clear passion for the initiative and love for the sport in
general. He genuinely came off as a man trying his best to move
the industry in a positive direction. Time will tell whether the
initiative brings positive change. Horner simply wants those in
the industry to come away feeling it is equitable for all involved.
“At the end of the day, what I hope people will say is that they
think it is fair given the issues and challenges that there are
and that we listened to people.”

Field for the $1.2 Million Prix d’Amerique
PN Horse

driver

trainer

1

Tony Gio (France)	Christophe Martens

Vincent Martens

2

Briac Dark (France)

Thiery Duvaldestin

Matthieu Abrivard

3	Charly du Noyer (France)	Yoann Lebourgeois

Philippe Allaire

4	Carat Williams (France)

David Thomain	Sebastien Guarato

5	Ringostarr Treb (Sweden)

Gabriele Gelormini

6

Booster Winner (France)

Matthieu Mottier	Sebastien Guarato

7

Valko Jenilat (France)	Eric Raffin	Sebastien Guarato

Jerry Riordan

8	Readly Express (Sweden)

Björn Goop

Timo Nurmos

9

Jean Michel Bazire

Jean Michel Bazire

Belina Josselyn (France)

10 Propulsion (Sweden)	Örjan Kihlström

Daniel Redén

11 Timone Ek (France)	Enrico Bellei

Philippe Billard

12	Lionel (Sweden)

Daniel Redén

Göran Antonsen

13 Voltigeur de Myrt (France)	Lorenzo Donati	Roberto Donati
14 Wild Honey (Sweden)

Daniel Olsson

Daniel Redén

15 Billie de Montfort (France)	Alexandre Abrivard	Sebastien Guarato
16 Bird Parker (France)

Jean-Philippe Monclin Philippe Allaire

17	Oasis Bi (Sweden)

Pierre Vercruysse	Stefan P. Pettersson

18 Bold Eagle (France)

Franck Nivard	Sebastien Guarato
Visit us online at drf.com/harness

One year in the books, Clements’ game is still ‘Off And Pacing’
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner

@harnesseyeguy
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®

“Heston’s 1st crop 2-year-olds
are smart & have speed.”
- Blake Macintosh, Trainer
p, 2, 1:50.4f; 3, 1:48f ($1,781,881)
American Ideal-Shot Togo Bluechip-Cam’s Card Shark

• Voted Top US 3-Year-Old Colt Pacer
• Winner of Breeders Crown & Matron 2x
Standing at Winbak of NY for $5,000.
Click Here for Online Booking Application.

HESTON BLUE CHIP

What do you do every day? Sleep? Eat? Drink? For 2,600 harness
racing enthusiasts, their daily routine also includes spending time
using the Off And Pacing app for iPhone and Android which reached
one year in existence just last week.
Launched on January 18, 2017 as a beta application, Off And Pacing
started with a handful of people according to creator Ryan Clements
but quickly grew to over 1,000 testers in just the first month. Since the
official launch in late April/early May 2017 (depending on the platform), Off And Pacing has seen its user base grow to 3,500 to 4,500
people who use the app every few days and over 7,500 who have opened
the game at least once in the previous 45 days.
“For the first time we are seeing lots of casual players,” said Clements. “We have also seen players who won’t enter for an entire season
(26 days) due to work or vacation plans. The beauty of this game is
they can go away and return with their stable intact.
“I think 20,000 active
users is achievable once
we make sure the game
plays well to all demographics. There are a ton
of untapped markets in
general, in addition to a
lot of geography and user
base we haven’t reached.”
In many ways Off
And Pacing has come a
long way since its initial
launch, but Clements
admits that the process
of building out the game
hasn’t been quite as
smooth as he expected.
“In many ways it has
exceeded my expectations, but we’ve hit a lot
of roadblocks,” said Clements. “We have a long way
to go until I’ll consider it
done. There is so much I
still have planned.
“We hit a hurdle when
it came to race simulations. I thought the driver
AI (artificial intelligence)
would’ve
progressed
further by now. What
happens is we move
forward and find another
hole. We take two steps
forward and then two
A look at the new “My Office” screen
steps backwards.”
There is no doubt that in Off And Pacing.
the driver AI is worlds
better than when the app was initially launched and each update
seems to address a few of the issues. Clements felt they took a huge
step in the right direction with a new generation of driver intelligence
released in December and made even more progress with a mid-January introduction of new drivers, but the list of improvements that can
be made remains a “mile long” according to the Canadian resident.
One of the most difficult challenges for Clements and his team of
seven programmers has been keeping the server that runs the game
running smoothly.
“People don’t see the amount of work that goes in behind the scenes
to keep the server going,” said Clements. “For example, the USTA has

to track 100 races or so a day and keep data on all of them but at Off
And Pacing we have 6,000 races a day and close to 1,000,000 horses to
record stats for. As the amount of data increases it becomes more and
more difficult to pull all of the individual stats for all aspects of the
game.”
One of the unexpected challenges for Clements has been coping
with complaints from users, varying from occasional slowdowns in
game play or alleged cheating by other players.
“I never expected so many haters at both ends of the spectrum. It
really wears you down and comes at you from every medium you can
think of,” said Clements, who was still able to put a positive spin on
the negative experience. “As soon as you create something that people
are passionate about you are bound to experience strong opinions.”
Clements also addressed the naysayers who think that the post
position draws in the game or any aspects are anything but randomly
decided by the algorithms of the program.
“There is no reason for us to cheat anyone. I’m not assigning 6,000
races a day by hand,” said Clements. “In real life you only enter a few
horses a week but in the game some people are entering hundreds a
day. It’s like online poker versus playing live in a casino. Because you
are dealt so many more hands per hour online the patterns can seem
odd and you think it has to be rigged.”
As Off And Pacing embarks on its second year, Clements is very
excited about the future.
“I’m thrilled where it is headed, possibly more excited now than
during the beta stages,” said Clements. “Pretty much every aspect of
the game has gotten better and all of our resources have gone into
making it better. I think the year-two progress will be very noticeable.”
For those diehard players and newbies alike, there are plenty of
changes on the way for the app. The team is working on updating the
in-game graphics and will hopefully release some minor look-and-feel
changes in the next update on or about January 31. Tracks will have
pylons, in some cases a grandstand and overall facelifts.

Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Noelle Duspiva, Winbak of NY Manager
845.778.5421 / stallions@winbakfarm.com
www.winbakfarm.com / /

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

CONTINUED from page 5

That same revision is expected to include a new section Clements
called “My Office” which will be a one-stop page where users can find
their trophies, stats, claims and something new, achievement badges.
These badges will be a sort of guide for new players to help them
accomplish certain goals. Eventually users will also have a stakes
management section where they can pre-enter big races or plan out
their schedules.
Future updates are expected to introduce more sound into the
game, like background noise (hoof beats and crowd) and eventually a
race call. A winner’s circle view at the end of every race is in the near
future and the team is trying to work through some technical challenges on better animation for drivers.
One of the biggest knocks on the game is that horses tend to quickly
lose their ability during the middle of their 6-year-old seasons. Clements pointed out that was done by design to keep a horse’s career wins
total within the reality of real-life racing.
“One hundred wins is a great milestone in real life and we thought
it should be similar in the game,” said Clements, who added that any
adjustments to how horses’ age would require additional changes. “It
would have to be grouped with horses racing less often. A 2-year-old
in real life races about 8 to 10 times a year while in the game it is closer
to 50 starts.”
Each year Off And Pacing seems to turn out one superstar caliber
horse. In season 14 it was Yannick Gingras’ YG Jewel, and while she
continues to dominate with 84 wins in 91 career starts, season 15 has
brought us Dank Sphinx, a 2-year-old filly who has yet to taste defeat
in 16 starts for Dank Racing (Jay Hochstetler). Of course everyone
wants to have the best horse in the game but the odds are certainly
stacked against it happening.
“It comes down to the coincidence of the way the bell curve works.
It’s the reason there weren’t two Somebeachsomewhere’s,” said Clements, who estimates the chances of getting the best horse in any given
season at about 1 in 95,000.
“The key is, how do we market those top horses? We have to give
people a better opportunity to see them race and become fans of
those horses. These horses are more than just pixels on the screen”
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Race viewer in Off And Pacing from a distant view.

said Clements. “We very much had our heads down in the first year
working on programming and we missed a big opportunity to make
a splash. We developed some track partnership that we’d like to take
further. We’d like to work with some tracks to show our races on their
toteboards. We’ve had a few preliminary discussions with smaller
tracks that seem to be wide-open to the idea.”
To use another poker term, Clements is certainly all-in on Off And
Pacing. He views it as an avenue to not only entertain but market the
sport in general. If the initial year of improvements is any indication,
2018 could be a banner year.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Ford discusses his weekend
octet at The Meadowlands
By Jay Bergman
Amateur racing at The Meadowlands has proven advantageous
to trainer Mark Ford, who has a couple of horses entered on Friday
night at The Meadowlands remaining at competitive levels due to
their recent listings.
“Rockin Redford may have been the unluckiest horse all last year,”
said Ford. “Roy (Marohn) did a great job racing him in the Amateur
events the last two times just sitting out there and waiting.”
Rockin Redford (post 4) enters Friday’s sixth race at The Meadowlands with consecutive victories but remains in a non-winners of
$5,000 in last 5 starts due to the amateur earnings exclusion. “He’s a
really nice horse and should do well at this level,” said Ford. Anthony
Napolitano picks up the catch drive.
Upfront Billy, a 9-year-old war-horse, drew post six in the eighth race
on Friday night and his trainer is always positive about this horse.
“He’s a fun, fun horse to be
around,” said Ford of Upfront Billy.
“He’s had three major setbacks
in his career and some vets have
suggested that he wouldn’t come
back. Last week you could see
he just wanted to win.” Ford was
referring to the 1:53 4/5 victory last
Saturday at The Meadowlands, the
48th in the career of the $800K lifetime earner.
For UF Dragon’s Queen, Ford’s
charge in the ninth race, a non- Trainer Mark Ford is also the
winners of $8,500 for fillies and head of the SBOA of NJ.
mares, a return to form may seem
likely. “She’s been in a bit over her head,” said Ford. “She’s just a solid
racehorse and I expect her to race well.”
U F Dragon’s Queen drew post five and is dropping in class, but so
are a few other mares in this highly competitive group.
While Ford was excited about Rockin Redford’s move into a class
with amateur earnings excluded, the same couldn’t be said for his
tenth race entrant Party On The River. The 6-year-old son of Kadabra
came out of two straight amateur races with victories and has flattened out somewhat in the non-winners of $5,000 class. Amateur Roy
Marohn will once again guide him. “Roy’s won 700-800 races in his
life and has done a good job with this horse,” said Ford.
The 5-year-old mare Drag N Sand is Ford’s final performer in
Friday’s program and the daughter of Dragon Again will soon
undergo a career change. “I’m racing her for Winbak. She’s going to
be a broodmare in the Spring,” said Ford. Drag N Sand drew post four
with Anthony Napolitano in the bike in race 13.
On Saturday night Ford’s Cruiserwillwin may in fact be ready for a
victory. The 4-year-old by Yankee Cruiser has recently added Lasix.
“He was off for six weeks and definitely needed a race or two,” said
Ford. “I think the Lasix was a big help.” Cruiserwillwin was acquired
by Ford last year from Roger Hammer and Todd Schadel.
Saturday’s fourth race puts Ford’s Aston Hill Dave on the outside looking in from post 10 and the trainer didn’t seem that concerned. “I think
there are a lot of horses in the field that are similar to him,” said Ford,
not necessarily praising his horse but suggesting the playing field in this
group is level. A winner just twice over his last two years on the racetrack, the trainer summed it up, “He doesn’t try that hard,” Ford said.
Northern Assassin A may give Ford and his stable the best chance
for victory in East Rutherford this weekend. The 9-year-old import
was acquired at the Harrisburg auction last fall and appears to be at
his best on the big track. “We tried him at Yonkers but he’s really not
comfortable getting around the half-miler,” said Ford. “Last week I
don’t know what was going on, Vinny Ginsburg parked him the whole
way yet I thought Northern Assassin raced very well considering.”
The fifth-place finish in the claiming handicap last week made Ford
drop the asking price for Northern Assassin A to $20,000, earning
him a post three draw in Saturday’s $20/$22,500 claiming handicap.
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trot takes
By Ryan Macedonio

@Trotcast

Betting language barrier
I know that most DRF readers and viewers visit this DRF platform (website, twitter, newsletter, etc.) to get some extra opinions, information and views on how to bet horse racing. I don’t
bet at all, on any sport, so I’m looking at this from a completely
different perspective than most who are reading. So my question
is this, why isn’t our “Odds Language” the same as the MMA
(Mixed Martial Arts) and NFL, the most popular betting sports
in America?
Science and math have a universal language so that anyone
can collaborate and move forward without any barriers. We have
placed a huge barrier between us and the people who bet the NFL
and MMA. It may be small, but to me, it shows a lack of respect,
and a bit of hubris.
Right now we have fractional odds, with two examples being
3/5 and 6-1 which correlate to Vegas wagering odds of -330 and
+600. I’m not here to debate which is easier to understand or
calculate. I am here to argue that we should try and get more
people for crossover bets by first speaking the same language!
If someone has never bet a horse race, but they bet football, and
you have the same odds in place that they understand, he can at
least make an educated decision on if something is a good bet or
not! If he already has base knowledge, he can feel more comfortable. Also, Vegas odds are based upon betting $100, while horse
racing is based upon betting $2. That tells me that way more
people are comfortable betting a lot more money, and it’s easier
to do the quick math in your head.
Now two things before you @ me on Twitter; 1) I’m not saying
to go to Vegas odds or betting styles, I’m simply saying rewrite
how the odds are displayed on the TV; 2) Any current horseplayers who want to keep the existing odds language are not allowed
to have an opinion here! Why? Because you’re going to say, “Well
I like it this way, or insert selfish comment.” Guess what? If we
change the odds language, YOU AREN’T GOING ANYWHERE
and you’re not going to stop betting horses! So stop trying to
be exclusive and start being inclusive! Start welcoming other
bettors to the party!
Have you ever gone to a party where no one spoke your
language? It’s awful, and you leave really quickly! Did you
ever go a party and see two guys in a corner speaking a different language? It’s weird and they’re not inclusive, and they get
ignored the whole time until they leave. Horse racing is the two
guys in the corner speaking a different language while everyone
else is having fun and partying.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

‘Missile’ pointed at Yonkers Raceway for this March
jaywalking
By Jay Bergman

BergmanJay

Trainer Scott DiDomenico went into last year’s George Morton
Levy final with the odds-on favorite to win in Missile J. That in
itself was a major victory considering the 4-year-old had essentially overachieved defeating older horses to qualify and earn the
respect of the bettors.
“The transition from 3-year-old to aged horse is the toughest on
a horse,” said DiDomenico, looking back a bit. “The horse was just
incredible for those three weeks.”
The trainer was alluding to the preliminary legs of the Levy
where the son of American Ideal won three straight races all from
off the pace, with the last two coming off slow opening halves.
A third-place finish in the Levy final behind Keystone Velocity
and Somewhere In L A was a difficult conclusion to the series, but
DiDomenico managed to take it in stride. “I wasn’t disappointed in
him,” DiDomenico said.
A mid-season break left Missile J fresh and ready for the late
season and though wins didn’t come as often against top stakes
caliber horses, he managed some quality miles. “He was a good
second in the Hoosier Pacing Derby and a good third in the Dayton
Derby,” said DiDomenico. The efforts earned him an invite to
the $250,000 Dan Rooney on International Trot afternoon and he
finished a solid third in that mile.
Always charging home late, Missile J concluded his stakes season
with a fifth-place finish in the Breeders Crown and by year’s end
had amassed $321K in earnings. Not bad at all after DiDomenico’s
owners plucked him for just $115,000 at the 2017 January auction.
“I’m pointing him for the Levy,” said DiDomenico this week
following Missile J’s first victory of the year last Saturday at
Yonkers. “He was just waiting on them,” the trainer surmised as
Dan Dube went wire-to-wire but saw some pressure prior to the
three-quarters that the now-5-year-old shook off with ease.
“I think he’s best racing from off the pace but can race on the
front end. I don’t like to race a horse too many times in a row on the
front or let them get tired,” DiDomenico said, suggesting a conservative approach and a realistic expectation level.
Considering the retirement of the top 3-year-olds from last year
and the diminishing aged population this could be a big year for
Missile J. “I think he can go with any of these and be in the hunt,”
said DiDomenico. “Of course we’ll see what happens if Wiggle It
Jiggleit and Freaky Feet Pete come back.”
That’s a big question in January and Missile J is not likely to
race every week prior to the Levy’s inauguration this spring.
“We’re going to get him some races at Yonkers, The Meadowlands
and Dover and spread them out,” said DiDomenico, clearly hoping
to keep his horse sharp while getting ready for the bigger stakes
down the road.
Perhaps somewhere under the radar was DiDomenico’s reacquisition of the aged trotter Lou Man. Last year in the spring the trainer
had lamented to some degree when his owners accepted an offer
they couldn’t refuse. Owners John McGill and Brian Carsey had
pretty much owned the Indiana-bred for a majority of his career.
DiDomenico took over training in late 2016 when the horse shipped
to the East Coast and in less than four months managed to see Lou
Man earn over $60,000. When trainer Rene Allard approached the
owners with a generous offer they accepted. “He was a fun horse
to have and race and was doing quite well at the time,” Domenico
said, reflecting on the loss of a horse that had moved to near the top
of the trotting class at Yonkers.
The owners along with DiDomenico noticed that Lou Man was
entered in an online auction and re-purchased him for just $20,000
prior to Christmas.
“I’ve raced him a couple of times at The Meadowlands and he’s
not back yet to where he was before,” said DiDomenico. He’s drawn
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Missile J went on quite a roll in the Levy Series at Yonkers
Raceway in 2017.

Mike Lizzi

some outside posts and not had the best of trips. I’m going to put
him back in at Yonkers hopefully for Sunday.”
There have been many occasions where trainers claim and
reclaim horses after losing them. It’s rare to see a trainer with
Allard’s extraordinary record purchase a horse and see it drop in
value as Lou Man most definitely did.
A high-level purchase for DiDomenico and his stable was
Normandy Beach, a son of the late Somebeachsomewhere. “We
bought him and I raced him a couple of times in the Progress elimination and final. He wasn’t much good there. We’re bringing him
back and I’d like to race him in the non-winners of 8 races class at
Yonkers. After that we’re hoping he’s a 4-year-old open type,” said
DiDomenico.
DiDomenico has projected that Handsoffmychips, a now-3-yearold son of Roll With Joe, could be a horse that many hear of this
year after limited victories as a freshman in 2017.
“I think he’s (Handsoffmychips) going to be a much better horse
this year and be competitive in stakes races,” said DiDomenico.
With just one win in 11 starts as a freshman there is plenty of
opportunity for the $9,000 Goshen Sale graduate to prosper.
The high expectations shouldn’t surprise those who have seen
DiDomenico find a diamond at an auction for less than market
value. He paid just $25,000 for the eventual $1.4 million winning
Handsoffmycookie and took home the quality filly Handsoffmycupcake for $20,000, guiding her racing career to a lofty $610K bankroll.
Angels Pride, a 4-year-old daughter of Roll With Joe, earned
$180K as a sophomore primarily in New York. “I think she’ll turn
into a nice 4-year-old,” DiDomenico said. Angels Pride closed
out the year with a pair of wins in non-winners of 8 company at
Yonkers along with a fourth-place finish in the NYSS Championship The mare had but two starts as a freshman and may first be
hitting her stride in 2018.

CORRECTION: In Jay Bergman’s column last week about trainer
Peter Tritton’s horses, the Ben Stafford, Jr Memorial was
accidentally referred to as the Art Stafford, Jr Memorial. We
apologize to the Stafford family for this error.
Visit us online at drf.com/harness

at the track
By Darin Zoccali

AtTheTrack7

We all need to do some growing up
Admittedly, I am not the most well-liked person that has ever
stepped foot into the harness racing industry. Unfortunately,
some people have mistaken passion and confidence for arrogance
and cockiness at times. That’s something I am certain that in part
was caused by myself. However, at 34 years old, I have matured
enough to recognize that I haven’t always conducted myself in the
best possible manner and while I still carry the same passion and
confidence with me, I try to put forth an opinion in a more professional manner.
Last week, regrettably, I flew off the handle a little bit after reading an editorial written by Howard Taylor which was published by
HarnessLink.com. The substance of the editorial had valid points
regarding the concerns of horsemen towards the new “integrity
initiative” implemented by the Woodbine Entertainment Group and
Jeff Gural. In fact, a couple of the points were the same ones that I
mentioned in a column shortly after the initiative was announced.
However, then the editorial by Mr. Taylor went to a dark place, a
place that I don’t understand and where I have learned not to go. I
am a hot-headed, immature (at times), kid from Bensonhurst and I
couldn’t understand why Mr. Taylor had to be so pretentious, condescending and obnoxious in the second half of his letter.
First, Mr. Taylor all but accused Clay Horner and WEG of being
corrupt when he brought up the issue of Ron Adams and Lady
Shadow last year, noting that Mr. Horner (Chairman of the Board
of WEG) owned a horse that Lady Shadow “regularly beat.” He
went on to say, “These people are petty and vengeful,” referring
to Mr. Horner. Essentially he claimed that Mr. Horner recognized
that Solar Sister’s chances would improve if Lady Shadow was not
allowed to compete and therefore the horse was barred.
Then came the insult of The Meadowlands. Mr. Taylor noted that
he “asked his trainers to avoid racing at Freehold North (The Meadowlands) when possible.” My question is simple, why call The Meadowlands Freehold North? You are insulting two racetracks in one
thought. It’s obvious that this comment is built around the notion
that the racing at Freehold is sub-standard and that The Meadowlands, now, is in the same boat as Freehold. This is not an inference
that I am making either. The term “Freehold North” comes from a
racing internet-forum whose name isn’t worth stating and its meaning is well-known.
If Mr. Taylor’s goal was to offend Jeff Gural with the “Freehold
North” quote, he missed the mark, badly. Instead, he insulted
every employee working at both Freehold and The Meadowlands.
He insulted every employee who has worked at The Meadowlands
since Jeff Gural took over operations, none more-so than the racing
office. When I made this point to Mr. Taylor on Facebook, pointing out that he doesn’t care who he is insulting and then directly

asking him how he thought people like Pete Koch, Nick Salvi,
Laure Blomquist and everyone in the race office would feel about
that comment, he responded “I do care. They are all boot lickers
like you seem to be.” He then apologized to Laurie Blomquist, stating that he didn’t know her. I removed myself from the conversation at that point as another prominent owner began to put odds on
a fist-fight between myself and Mr. Taylor. I couldn’t believe that
this was real life.
I just fail to understand why things have to be so childish and
so immature? Why can’t prominent figures in this industry make
points without hurling personal insults? Surely, there has to be a
better way that influential people within harness racing can debate
the issues.
Mr. Taylor’s behavior is a microcosm of the erosion of character
and principles in harness racing. When a racing operation implements rules that can be debated, rather than requesting a forum
for such a debate, open-letters with personal insults are published.
When a driver puts forth a questionable drive with a horse that is
heavily favored at the betting windows, the bettors need to just
brush it off and move on and don’t dare question the drive, because
the bettors aren’t the ones behind the horse. When a horse has a
positive test of any kind, we never see someone take responsibility
for that test. It’s seemingly always somebody else’s fault or there is
some wild explanation.
Last year Howard Taylor brushed aside a clenbuterol positive
for Lady Shadow stating that the medication is “routinely used by
Horseman.” While this is a true, there have been studies about the
long-term use of clenbuterol in horses, including a study (http://
www.thehorse.com/articles/29661/long-term-clenbuterol-use-inhorses-studied) that concluded that “after about two weeks of use,
it (clenbuterol) quits working and actually makes the horse breathe
a little worse.” But hey, it’s just a class 3 drug, so who cares, right?
It is also worth noting that clenbuterol has been banned in quarterhorse racing.
As these things continue to occur, be forewarned that many
people, myself included, are growing quite tired of them. There are
enough things in the racing industry that need to be fixed without
having to worry about childish insults of, “I know you are, but what
am I” versus “I’m rubber, you’re glue.”
Have I been too hard on Howard Taylor? Perhaps. He’s far from
the only one who has conducted himself in less than a professional
manner and yes, this hit close to home for me as I spent nearly 10
years in various roles at The Meadowlands. I worked with good
people and worked very closely with the race office and know that
people like Pete Koch, Doug DeFrancesco, Laure Blomquist, Nick
Salvi and Andrea Caswell are good people that are in a very difficult situation, trying to put forth the best possible product they
can under less than ideal circumstances. On top of that, they are
insulted and called “boot-lickers”. It all eludes me.
I’ll say this. I apologize to harness racing for the times that I
have acted less than professionally. I regret those instances. The
difference is, I am making a conscious effort to use my passion
effectively and not arrogantly and certainly not in a way that can
be deemed childish. I am legitimately trying to make a difference,
but doing it in an appropriate manner. I urge others to try and do
the same.
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SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.

YONKERS

POST TIME 7:10 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 6
PPS PAGE 19

FREEHOLD

POST TIME 12:30 PM
PAGE 30

NORTHFIELD

POST TIME 6:00 PM
PAGE 41

POCONO

POST TIME 6:30 PM
PAGE 56

WOODBINE

POST TIME 7:30 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 2
PPS PAGE 69

SATURDAY

CAL EXPO

POST TIME 9:10 PM
PAGE 81

FEATURED
TRACKS
MEADOWLANDS

NIKKI SHERMAN

$100
SIGN-UP BONUS

$100
OF FREE BETS

DRF.COM/FREEBETH

HUNTSVILLE LOOKS TO
ROLL A SEVEN
Top 2-year-old pacing colt
Huntsville has won six straight
starts entering Saturday’s rich
Governor’s Cup final at
Woodbine Racetrack. He’ll look
to wrap up divisional honors
with win No. 7 - Page 3

ANALYSIS

VISIT US ONLINE

MEADOWLANDS
WOODBINE
YONKERS

DRF.COM/HARNESS
ON TWITTER:
@DRFHARNESS
ON FACEBOOK:
DRFHARNESS

POST TIME 7:15
PM
ANALYSIS PAGE
4
PPS PAGE 8

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER

19, 2016

$8.00

SATURDAY
FEATU
TRACKSRED

TIME 6:00 PM
PAGE 41

MEADO
WLAND
S

POST TIME
ANALYSIS 7:15 PM
PPS PAGE PAGE 4
8

YONKE
RS

POST TIME 6:30
PM
PAGE 56

VOLUME

POST TIME
ANALYSIS 7:10 PM
PPS PAGE PAGE 6
19

WOODBINE

13 NUMBER

325

SATURD

FREEHO

AY, NOVEMB

ER 19,

2016

POST TIME LD
PAGE 30 12:30 PM

POST TIME 7:30
PM
ANALYSIS PAGE
2
PPS PAGE 69

$8.00

NORTH

POST TIME FIELD
PAGE 41 6:00 PM

CAL EXPO

POCON

POST TIME O
PAGE 56 6:30 PM

POST TIME 9:10
PM
PAGE 81

WOOD
BINE

POST TIME
ANALYSIS 7:30 PM
PPS PAGE PAGE 2
69

CAL EXPO

POST TIME
PAGE 81 9:10 PM

$100
SIGN-UP BONUS

OF FREE BETS

DRF Harness Weekend | 9 | January 25, 2018

325

POCONO

$100

BUY NOW

VOLUME 13 NUMBER

YONKERS

POST TIME 7:10
PM
ANALYSIS PAGE
6
PPS PAGE 19

FREEHOLD

POST TIME 12:30
PM
PAGE 30

NORTHFIELD
POST

DRF.COM/FREEB
ETH

HUNTSVILLE LOOKS
TO
ROLL A SEVEN
Top 2-year-old
pacing colt
Huntsville has won
six straight
starts entering Saturday’s
rich
Governor’s Cup
final at
Woodbine Racetrack.
He’ll look
to wrap up divisional
honors
with win No. 7
- Page 3

ANALYSIS
MEADOWLANDS
WOODBINE
YONKERS

$10
SIGN-UP

0
0
BONUS

NIKKI SHERMAN

HUNTS

VILLE

LOOKS
ROLL A
TO
$VISIT
SEVEN
10 US ONLINE
OF FREE

Top 2-year-ol

Huntsville d pacing
DRF.COM/starts
colt
has won
HARNESS
six straight
entering
BETS

DRF.COM
/FREEBET
H

Saturday
Governo
’s rich
r’s
Woodbi Cup final
at
ne

Racetrac
to wrap
ON TWITTER:
k. He’ll
up
look
with win divisional
honors
No. 7
@DRFHARNESS
- Page
3

ON FACEBOOK
:
DRFHARNESS

ANALY
SIS
MEAD
OWLA
NDS
WOOD
BINE
YONK
ERS

NIKKI

SHERMAN

VISIT
US ONLIN
E
DRF.CO
M/HA
RNESS

ON TWITT
ER:
@DRF
HARN
ESS
ON FACEB
DRFHA OOK:
RNESS

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

HARNESS NEWS ACROSS NORTH AMERICA
Top drivers set to return in coming weeks
With the groundhog’s weather report due in nine days, some of
the Meadowlands’ most recognizable names will be seen popping up
more in the program in the coming weeks as winter’s chill begins to
slowly melt into spring.
First up is Yannick Gingras.
“The Green Hornet” won 395 times a year ago, ending his streak of
400 or more at eight, but things went well nonetheless. The 38-year-old
was voted the 2017 Driver of the Year by the United States Harness
Writers Association after leading the sport in money earned ($12.9
million) while guiding horses such as Hannelore Hanover, Ariana G
and Manchego, all of whom are in the Horse of the Year conversation.
Gingras will be at the Big M this Friday (Jan. 26) and Saturday (Jan.
27), and will be seen on Fridays regularly from this point forward.
Tim Tetrick, who won his fifth Meadowlands Pace in 2017 with
Huntsville, is getting ready for his return to the East Rutherford
track.
The 36-year-old “Bionic Man” had another big year in 2017, as horses
he drove earned at least $11 million for an 11th consecutive year. His
Meadowlands return is slated for Friday, Feb. 2, at which time he will
drive regularly at the mile oval where he’s been so successful over the
last decade.
Corey Callahan is coming to Friday nights at the Big M and his
opponents can’t be too happy about that. The eight-time leading driver
at Dover Downs has been a Saturday night terror at the Meadowlands
of late, winning six races on Dec. 23, three on Dec. 30 and four more
on Jan. 20.
The 39-year-old, known as “The Captain”, is as consistent as they
come, having won at least 400 races and earned at least $5 million for
10 straight years. Callahan’s schedule calls for him to be a Big M regular (drive both on Fridays and Saturdays) effective Feb. 9.
LIVE RACING SCHEDULE: The Meadowlands will race on Fridays
and Saturdays through Aug. 4. Post time currently is 6:35 p.m. On
Friday, March 23, post time moves to 7:15 p.m. until Hambletonian
Day, Saturday, Aug. 4, when there is a special early post time of noon.

-Meadowlands

Friday programs to be cancelled through February 9
Buffalo Raceway officials were forced to cancel the Friday night
(January 26) program due to a shortage of entries.
They have also been approved for the cancellation of racing on
Friday February 2, and Friday February 9, adding to the Friday
cancellation this week.
The next scheduled day of racing on a Friday is February 16, and
will be contingent on the draw conducted Tuesday morning, February 13. Hopefully, the horse shortage will have improved by then.
Harness racing will continue with a Wednesday, Saturday race
schedule until that time. Racing will be held as scheduled on Wednesday evening (January 24) with an 11-race card starting at 5 p.m. while
action is slated to resume on Saturday (January 27) with a 6 p.m. post.

-Buffalo Raceway

Did you ever want to know more than just the statistics of your
favorite trainers and drivers? Derick Giwner took to the backstretch to ask them some more unorthodox questions.

TRAINER NANCY JOHANSSON
What is your favorite track to race at?

Meadowlands

What kind of car do you drive?

GMC Acadia

Do you have children? How old?

Yes-- 10 & 13

Pick one: Chicken, Beef or Pasta?

Beef

Pick one: Cake, Cookies or Candy?

Cupcakes

When you leave the track, are the races still on your
mind?
Yes. It depends on what happened. If it was bad, longer.

What is the longest time you’ve sat in traffic trying to get to
a track?
Going home was Yonkers; 13 hours. The guy exploded under
the bridge and they shut the Turnpike off and I had to west to
take the Northeast extension on the PA Turnpike to go home.
It should have taken 1 1/2 hours. I almost had a panic attack. I
called Marcus (husband) and said, ‘I’m never getting home.’

How often do you check the
entries after the draw to see
if your horse got in or if you
are listed to drive?
Daily. As soon as I know they
drew the races.

If you are going to grab a
drink after the races, which
horseperson would you
want to hang out with?
Julie or Stacy Miller.

Derick Giwner

Nancy Johansson trained
2014 Horse of the Year JK
She’salady.

Other than you, who is the best trainer in the sport?
My dad (Jimmy Takter).

Who are you watching the Super Bowl with?
Propbably at a party at the Millers’ house.

What is your favorite sport? Team?
Ice Hockey – NY Rangers

What is one thing about you most fans/bettors don’t know?
I’m an ordained elder.

What is one word that describes harness racing for you?
Work.
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Winter/Spring Stakes Schedule
Woodbine (Friday, Feb. 2)
$30,000 Blizzard Final

3&4YO F&M Pace

yonkers (saturday, april 14)

$30,000 SnOwShOe Final

3&4YO h&G Pace

$50,000 GeOrGe MOrtOn levY

OPen Pace (leG 5)

yonkers (Friday, March 16)

MiaMi Valley (Monday, april 16)

$40,000 Blue chiP MatchMaker

$40,000 JaMeS hackett Final

F&M Pace (leG 1)

3YO FillY trOt

yonkers (saturday, March 17)

MiaMi Valley (tuesday, april 17)

$50,000 GeOrGe MOrtOn levY

$40,000 JaMeS hackett Final

OPen Pace (leG 1)

3YO c&G trOt

yonkers (Friday, March 23)

MiaMi Valley (Friday, april 20)

$40,000 Blue chiP MatchMaker

$40,000 JaMeS hackett Final

F&M Pace (leG 2)

3YO FillY Pace

yonkers (saturday, March 24)

MiaMi Valley (saturday, april 21)

$50,000 GeOrGe MOrtOn levY

$40,000 JaMeS hackett Final

OPen Pace (leG 2)

3YO c&G Pace

yonkers (Monday, March 26)

yonkers (saturday, april 21)

$50,000 PetticOat Final

3&4YO F&M Pace

$200k (added) levY Final

$30,000 PetticOat cOnSOlatiOn

3&$YO F&M Pace

$125k (added) MatchMaker Final F&M Pace

yonkers (tuesday, March 27)
$50,000 SaGaMOre Final

3&4YO h&G Pace

$30,000 SaGaMOre cOnSOlatiOn

3&$YO h&G Pace

yonkers (Friday, March 30)
$40,000 Blue chiP MatchMaker

F&M Pace (leG 3)

yonkers (saturday, March 31)
$50,000 GeOrGe MOrtOn levY

OPen Pace (leG 3)

yonkers (Friday, april 6)
$40,000 Blue chiP MatchMaker

F&M Pace (leG 4)

yonkers (saturday, april 7)
$50,000 GeOrGe MOrtOn levY

OPen Pace (leG 4)

yonkers (Friday, april 13)
$40,000 Blue chiP MatchMaker

F&M Pace (leG 5)
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$100,000 levY cOnSOlatiOn

OPen Pace
OPen Pace

$75,000 MatchMaker cOnSOlatiOn F&M Pace

yonkers (tuesday, april 24)
$55,000 SOa BOnuS trOt Final OPen trOt
$35,000 SOa BOnuS trOt cOnSO. OPen trOt

MiaMi Valley (Friday, april 27)
$50,000 Scarlet & GraY inv.

3YO FillY Pace

$50,000 Scarlet & GraY inv.

3YO FillY trOt

Freehold (saturday, april 28)
$40,000 dexter cuP eliMinatiOn 3YO OPen trOt

MiaMi Valley (saturday, april 28)
$50,000 Scarlet & GraY inv.

3YO c&G Pace

$50,000 Scarlet & GraY inv.

3YO c&G trOt

(Information courtesy USTA - All stakes with purses of at least
$30,000 through April 30 are listed.)
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