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Wiggle It Jiggleit stuck in post eight for
$250K Invite; Breeders Crown still possible
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In addition to the $1 million International
Trot at Yonkers Raceway on Saturday, the
13-race program will feature the 50th start
of Wiggle It Jiggleit’s career, a 4-year-old that
with each start increases his stature as one
of the best the sport has ever created. Racing
Secretary Steve Starr has perhaps never put
together a better single program as he has
for the afternoon event, and while slightly
weighted towards trotters, the appearance of
the defending Horse of the Year gives pacing
fans more than they bargained for.
Wiggle It Jiggleit drew post eight in the 10th
race on the program and that didn’t bother
owner George Teague Jr. all that much.
“We’ve had our share of good posts so I can’t
complain,” Teague said, recognizing that
Wiggle It Jiggleit had in fact drawn the rail in
four of his last six starts.
Wiggle It Jiggleit looks for his 38th career
win in the $250,000 Yonkers Invitational and
that’s an extraordinary number considering the amount of tracks the altered son of
Mr Wiggles has appeared at over the last
two years. Clearly a horse that doesn’t mind
competition or race track size, Wiggle It
Jiggleit has only been worse than second in
three of his lifetime starts.
Wiggle It Jiggleit enters the Yonkers invitational again at the top of his game and no
worse for wear. “I have to tell you that’s the
amazing thing about this horse. When he goes
out to train between starts, he gives it his all
each and every time. I’ve never been behind
another horse that was like that,” said Teague.
Racing fans have been witness to the amaz-
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Wiggle It Jiggleit will go over $3.8 million
in career earnings with a win on Saturday.

ing energy Wiggle It Jiggleit has as he rarely
stops in the winner’s circle for photos.
Last year towards this point in the season,
Wiggle It Jiggleit didn’t seem to be at his best.
Teague has noticed the difference with each
start this year. “I think he’s been healthier
and that’s a huge difference,” said Teague.
As for Saturday’s contest, post eight on a
half-mile track can be difficult and Teague
most definitely understands the problems
Wiggle It Jiggleit can face. “You’re not going to
come from last against these kind of horses,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Will Wiggle It Jiggleit supplement to the Breeders Crown?
CONTINUED from page 1

said Teague. “I think Montrell is going to
have to get him involved early.”
The Invitational is as fine a pacing field as
Starr has ever put together from scratch and
it includes Levy Memorial winner Bit Of A
Legend N (post 1), $2 million winner All Bets
Off (post 4), as well as two sub-1:48 performers in Mel Mara (post 3) and Melmerby Beach
(post 7). Another wild card thrown into the
mix is recent purchase Keystone Velocity,
a 1:48 2/5 winner over a sloppy surface at
Pocono two weeks ago. Keystone Velocity
makes his debut for trainer Rene Allard from
post five.

Looking ahead, Teague and company have
to decide the next races for Wiggle It Jiggleit
since the horse is eligible for the TVG final
at The Meadowlands on November 12 but not
the Breeders Crown.
“That’s a big supplement,” Teague said
of the $50,000 fee required to get Wiggle It
Jiggleit into the $400,000 Breeders Crown at
the Meadowlands, with possible eliminations
just six days after the Yonkers race. “I understand why the supplement is as high as it is,
but that’s a lot to put up and you saw it didn’t
work out that well in last year’s Cane.”
Teague remained on the fence as to
whether Wiggle It Jiggleit would meet new
world champion Always B Miki in the Crown

or look for a race perhaps at Rosecroft after
the Yonkers invitational for his horse.
Sifting through the incredible racing
career of Wiggle It Jiggleit, the owner and at
times trainer was asked which races stuck
out in his mind.
“Actually I would say one of his losses
sticks out as much as any of the wins,”
Teague said. “That race in Scioto (Ewart) was
just unbelievable. He got parked out of there
in 25 2/5 and then had to race Miki who was
very sharp first-over that night. They went at
it right to the final strides. It was amazing.”
The 1:47 effort over a track listed as sloppy
was an epic affair, one that required two
great horses to pull off.

‘Queen Bee’ returns to the track in $250,000 Yonkers Invitational
By Derick Giwner
The richest trotter in North American
history is ready to make a comeback. Bee
A Magician, on the sidelines since May
21 with soft tissue damage in her leg, will
put her perfect 2016 record on the line in
a $250,000 Invitational on Saturday afternoon at Yonkers Raceway.
After starting her year 3-for-3, including being placed first when Resolve was
disqualified in the Mack Lobell at The
Meadowlands in May, Bee A Magician
was scratched injured from the Maxie Lee
on May 29 at Harrah’s Philadelphia. The
former Horse of the Year was supposed to
miss about a month but the official absence
from the track was closer to four months.
After a winning qualifier on October 4 at
Philly, Bee A Magician blitzed a qualifying mile in 1:53 3/5 at The Meadowlands on
Tuesday (October 11) to prepare for Saturday’s return.
“She probably isn’t 100% fit, but she is
100% sound,” said trainer Nifty Norman.
“I’m very happy. Brian (Sears, driver) said
she was right and very straight.
“It is not ideal racing her right back, but
I’m trying to get her fit for the Breeders
Crown. She needed a race and I doubt there
will be eliminations for her division.”
Any Breeders Crown eliminations for
older trotting mares would take place on
October 21 with the final scheduled for the
28th. It is on one of those dates where the
6-year-old Bee A Magician will face the top
trotting mare in North America this year,
Hannelore Hanover, who starts from post
one in the $1,000,000 Yonkers International
Trot, race 6 on Saturday’s 13-race card.
“Hannelore Hanover has been unbelievable and it will be quite a feat to beat her
(in the Breeders Crown), but she will have
a tough race this week and Bee A Magician will obviously have opportunity to
improve,” said Norman.
After the Crown, Bee A Magician is
expected to remain at The Meadowlands to
start in the TVG Final. Beyond those races,

Bee A Magician hasn’t started in a race since May 21, 2016.

the plan for 2017 is still foggy. Norman
admitted there has been discussion about
a trip to Europe in December and/or
January, but not necessarily for the Prix
d’Amerique.
“That is not the goal,” said Norman about
a trip to Europe. “We just wanted to get her
back for three or four good races. If she is
feeling really good, and this is just me talking, we would consider some of the lead up
races to the Prix d’Amerique. There are a
lot of nice races. We’ll see how she handles
the transition.”

Derick Giwner

Bee A Magician will start from post two in
the 1-1/4 mile trot versus a solid field of nine
competitors with Brian Sears in the bike.
Already the richest trotter in North American history, a win would place her within
earshot of $4 million in career earnings.
Including the Yonkers Invitational, race
seven on the program, the track is also
offering another $250,000 Invite-only race
for pacers. Wiggle It Jiggleit headlines the
field but has been saddled with post eight.
Post time for Yonkers on Saturday is 1:10
p.m.

Experience

Fe T
at op
ur
es

Everything for the Harness Player. All in One Place.

• Player-centric homepage with everything at your fingertips
• Real-time Harness race entries
• DRF Live! coverage every Saturday evening
• Harness Eye, Daily Harness Program & TrackMaster PPs
• A new Digital Edition of the print Harness Eye
• Free Harness Eye Past Performances

Top Industry Writers – Analysis – Live Video – Feature Stories
Horses to Watch – Wagering – Breaking News – Video Features

Visit DRF.com/harness

The search continues for a true Breeders Crown Classic
ON THE MARK
By Bob Marks
@BobMarks3
I had a brief moment of euphoria when I
checked the USTA’s upcoming feature races
listing and noticed some Breeders Crown
eliminations for 3-year-olds and up, replicating the Breeders Cup format of no longer
isolating the sophomore set.
A further look revealed that all the events
exclusively for 3-year-olds were intact. Still, I
commented on social media about what I erroneously perceived as a change in the Crown
format only to be informed that the Older
Crown events were always listed as being for
3-year-olds and up. It’s just that few 3-yearolds were ever entered, almost unanimously
opting for their exclusive age group event.
Although when only the Older Crowns were
raced in early August, 3-year-olds could have
conceivably started in both.
Oh well, a senior moment—I should have
known that.
Historically 3-year-olds used to challenge
their elders at the tail end of the season,
particularly at the old Hollywood Park in the
American Pacing Classics. One can easily find
on YouTube the video of Joe O’Brien’s chestnut Shadow Wave charging past the free-foraller’s in the late 50’s. His great trotting colt
Scott Frost beat the elders in his year. After
winning his Little Brown Jug in 1960, Bullet
Hanover finished second on three occasions
in the Pacing Classic, once to 5-year-old Bye
Bye Byrd and the other two to 4-year-old
Adios Butler.
It never happened, but most of us were
convinced Overtrick and Meadow Skipper
would have demolished the incumbent freefor-all set in the fall of 1963.
Who could forget the clamor for a match
race involving 4-year-old Bret Hanover and

3-year-old Romeo Hanover in 1966, which
never came off although Romeo’s crop-mate
and understudy, True Duane, got the better
of Bret and Cardigan Bay in the Pacing Classic at Hollywood Park. For the record, True
Duane never once beat Romeo that season.
In 1970, Most Happy Fella, then age 3,
chased out 4-year-old Laverne Hanover, who
was given an easy lead by 5-year-old stable
mate Rum Customer, slowing the pace down
to a walk with MHF buried behind.
In 1976, following his Oliver Wendell Holmes
victory at the then new Meadowlands, Oil
Burner shipped west and beat the horse that
God loved, Ramblin Willie, in the Classic at
Hollywood. A few years later, Niatross made
mincemeat of the best aged rivals they could
muster in the Classic.
In 2004, Rainbow Blue at the end of her brilliant 3-year-old season found a field of aged
mares and thrashed them in similar fashion
to the way she handled her age group peers all
season long.
The inaugural Marlboro Cup for Thoroughbreds was created as a vehicle for 3-year-old
Secretariat to challenge 4-year-old Riva Ridge
and some other top aged horses, including
Cougar and Keytothemint.
Actually, Thoroughbreds had long done this
in what was called weight for age fall stakes.
The mighty Kelso never raced in a Triple
Crown event but by the fall of his 3-year-old
year was dominating in such events as the
Jockey Club Gold Cup en route to the first of
his five consecutive Horse of the Year titles.
And wasn’t that Triple Crown winning
American Pharoah obliterating all rivals in
last year’s Classic at Keeneland?
So here we are. Conceivably the best 3-year
old (Betting Line), 4-year-old (Wiggle It
Jiggleit) and 5-year-old (Always B Miki) could
slug it out, except that the 3-year-old will opt to
face his 3-year-old competitors again.
Well of course it should be easy money
considering Betting Line is unquestionably
the best 3-year-old of 2016 and possibly in
the last few years. He’s been that dominant.

Betting Line is also slated for stud duty in 2017.
Conceivably Betting Line could challenge
‘Miki’ and ‘Wiggle It’ in the TVG Free-ForAll on November 12th, but according to
trainer Casie Coleman that will not happen
as she doesn’t feel 3-year-olds should face
their elders. Casie also quipped, “It might
be awkward to make David Miller choose
between Betting Line and Miki.”
While that’s one way of looking at, I’m sure
the fans would be gung-ho to see that kind of
spectacle.
One might note that on Kentucky Futurity
Day at The Red Mile, the recently purchased
3-year-old filly Prairie Sweetheart was supplemented to the Allerage Championship series
for free-for-all pacing mares and defeated
the world champion Lady Shadow, amongst
others, in 1:49 1/5.
According to Eric Cherry of Let It Ride
stables, the reasoning for racing against older
horses was simple. “I thought the 3-year-old
fillies were better than the 4-year-olds so we
put her in,” said Cherry “I didn’t think we
could beat Lady Shadow but I thought she
could handle the others.”
As it was, Lady Shadow was obviously not
herself, stopping on the proverbial dime at
head stretch.
In that the 3-year-olds Darlinonthebeach
and Pure Country each won their Garnsey
Memorial divisions in 1:48 1/5 and 1:48 2/5,
respectively, he may well have been right.
Conversely, 3-year-old colts Stolen Glimpse
and Racing Hill won their Tattersalls Pace
divisions in 1:49 2/5 and 1:49 4/5.
Whether Darlinonthebeach or Pure Country test the aged Amazons remains to be seen,
though given the prevailing purse similarities
there’s not much incentive to do that.
It should be noted that the Breeder’s Cup
Classic has a far greater purse than any of the
other Cup events, making it the race to win at
that time of the year.
And therein is the key to this scenario! To
make a true classic, first and foremost a classic purse is required.

Don’t forget about Foiled Again on Saturday’s
$1,000,000 International Trot card at Yonkers

Mike Lizzi

Foiled Again goes for his 91st career win in race 11 at Yonkers on Saturday afternoon.

By Derick Giwner
Yonkers Raceway will put forth a strong
13-race card on Saturday afternoon with
multiple big-money events for older pacers
and trotters. Many people may leave the
track or turn off the live video after the
sport’s marquee horse, Wiggle It Jiggleit,
competes in race 10. They will miss on the
horse that passed the baton to ‘Wiggle’ as the
“People’s Horse.”
The 12-year-old Foiled Again, the richest
standardbred in history with $7,441,508 in
earnings, is set to go behind the gate in race
11 on Saturday. The Ron Burke trainee is
riding a two-race winning streak and accompanied by the driver who knows him best—
Yannick Gingras – in a winners-over $25,000
in last 5 starts conditioned event.
Last week Foiled Again won the Robert
Kane Memorial at Batavia Downs in upstate
New York. He swept the field from the back of
the pack with Kevin Cummings in the bike
and added $25,000 to his record bankroll. The
time was a solid 1:52 2/5 over a somewhat
slow half-mile track. In his previous start he
won by more than four lengths in 1:51 1/5 at
Pocono despite a sloppy track.
“It was very emotional,” said Burke about
the Kane victory. “That may turn out to be

the last stakes race he ever wins.”
Foiled Again has been doing a tour of North
America in 2016, appearing at eight different
tracks this year, nine if you count his qualifiers at The Meadowlands.
“I have Race Secretaries calling me up
asking me to bring him to their tracks,” said
Burke about the heavy travel schedule. “I
told the race secretary at Batavia, I can bring
a better horse or I can bring ‘Foiled’ and he
said he would rather have Foiled.”
While in most years Foiled Again would be
in race 10 competing against Wiggle It Jiggleit
and the top pacers for a $250,000 prize, age
has caught up with the son of Dragon Again
and Burke has elected to keep him in softer
spots.
“He can probably compete with them in the
$250,000 open. He can certainly go 1:51 and
follow along at Yonkers,” said Burke, who
instead entered All Bets Off.
Instead Foiled Again will start from post
five in race 11 against a solid field of veteran
older pacers. He went over the $100,000 mark
in earnings last week for an unbelievable
ninth straight year and continues to climb
the all-time list in wins. He’ll never get to
Niffit (1977-1989) at the top with 137 victories,
but with 90 to his credit and every horse in
the top 20 retired, a seat at that table with 100
wins seems well within his grasp.

Ontario, Indiana
host Sire Stakes
Finals Saturday
Mohawk Racetrack and Hoosier Park
will both host rich finals to decide the
best in Ontario and Indiana, respectively, on Saturday night. Mohawk will
offer eight races worth C$250,000 each
while Hoosier has 12 championship
races ranging from $50,000 to $220,000.
Leading 3-year-old colt pacer Betting
Line is the featured attraction on the
Mohawk card. The Little Brown Jug
champion, listed as the 1-2 morning
line favorite, should have little trouble
dispatching his foes despite starting
from post 10 in the evening’s tenth race.
A pair of fillies will also look to
continue what has been a prosperous
2016. Caprice Hill goes for win eight in
12 starts this year in the 3-year-old filly
trot, while L A Delight will try to pick up
her ninth win in 15 starts in the sophomore filly pace.
On the 2-year-old front, driver Sylvain
Filion will steer a couple of promising
youngsters. In the fourth race he has On
A Sunny Day. The trotting filly only has
one defeat in five career starts. The top
Ontario pilot will also be behind Streakavana, a four-time winner in six starts,
in race nine.
Indiana-breds have shined in recent
years as Wiggle It Jiggleit and Always
B Miki have taken the harness world by
storm. The clear standout on Saturday’s
card is Seventimesavirgin. The 3-yearold pacing filly has swept through her
Indiana Sire Stakes races with eight
straight wins and only shows one loss in
12 starts this year. John DeLong will be
in the bike from post three in the eighth
race on Hoosier’s card.
Another horse riding a long winning
streak is Bridge To Jesses in race 11. Also
piloted by DeLong, the 3-year-old son of
Jailhouse Jeese has won six straight and
was installed as the even money favorite
to roll a seven.
For those seeking the next Wiggle It
Jiggleit out of Indiana, Rock N Tony
appears to have some talent for trainer
Erv Miller. The 2-year-old gelded son of
Rockin Image has won his last two races
and is the slight 9-5 morning choice over
the 2-1 On The Virg in the 12th race
$220,000 Super Final for rookie pacers.
Hoosier Park’s 14-race Indiana-sired
extravaganza begins at 5:45 p.m. while
Mohawk’s card will kick off at 7:30.
With statebred and province action
winding down, the next step for the top
horses in each division is the Breeders
Crown at The Meadowlands. Eliminations commence on October 21 and 22 at
the East Rutherford track.

Campbell gets the call in $1,000,000 Yonkers International
By Ken Weingartner
One driver heads to Saturday’s $1 million
Yonkers International Trot with his name
already etched among previous winners of
the race. The driver, of course, is John Campbell.
Campbell won the 1988 International Trot
as part of a magical campaign with Mack
Lobell. The legendary trotter won 17 of 19
races that season and also counted the prestigious Elitlopp among his victories on his
way to a second consecutive Horse of the Year
honor.
The International Trot was first contested
in 1959 and held through 1995. The event
was resurrected last year by Yonkers Raceway President and CEO Tim Rooney. It will
be race six on a 13-race card Saturday at
Yonkers. First race post time is 1:10 p.m.
(EDT), with the International Trot expected
to go at 3:20 p.m.
Mack Lobell is one of five horses to win the
Elitlopp and International Trot in the same
year, with Jamin (1959), Roquepine (1967),
Ideal du Gazeau (1982), and Peace Corps
(1991).
“It was a thrill to be in it,” Campbell said
about the 1988 International Trot. “Mack
had already been to the Elitlopp and was
having a tremendous 4-year-old year, which
is really remarkable for a 4-year-old to do
what he did that year against seasoned older
horses.
“The International has so much value and
panache in Europe,” the Hall of Famer added.
“I think we underestimate just how much it
means to the people in Europe to be in the
International and the horses that have won
it in the past.”
This year, Campbell will sit behind
Denmark’s Tano Bork in the International
Trot. Campbell is harness racing’s all-time
leading money-winner with $298.6 million in
purses. He has won 23 races worth at least $1
million in his career, the most of any driver
in history.
“I got a call that the owners of this horse
wanted me to drive him,” Campbell said.
“Anytime you get to race for a million dollars,
I’m up for that.”
Tano Bork, a 6-year-old gelding who has
won six of 13 races this year and 16 of 54 lifetime including the European Championship
for 3-year-olds in 2013, will leave from post
nine in the 10-horse field.
Post nine is in the second tier, where Tano

Tano Bork has won six of 13 races this year in Europe.
Bork will follow post No. 1’s Hannelore
Hanover to the start. Hannelore Hanover is
4-1 on the morning line, the second choice
to 3-1 Resolve, who has post two. Tano Bork,
who has earned $339,176 in his career, is 20-1.
“He’s got a really good post; he’s following
the two horses to beat in Hannelore Hanover
and Resolve,” Campbell said. “As long as he’s
good at the gate, he’s going to be forwardly
placed, and then after that we’re at the mercy
of fractions and traffic. But I’m really happy
with our starting point.”
Tano Bork is owned by Stald Tano Bork
and trained by Christian Lindhardt. The
gelding is a son of 2003 Matron Stakes winner
Great Challenger out of the mare Frederikke
Bork.
“I got word from the owner that (Tano
Bork) trained very well the other day at
Yonkers, they were very happy with him, so I

InternationalTrot.com

think he’s going into the race in good shape,”
Campbell said. “He’s a horse that knows
how to win; he’s won six races. From what I
understand, the mile-and-a-quarter is really
his distance; he races well at that.”
Following is the Yonkers International
Trot field in post order (Tano Bork and Explosive De Vie start in the second tier).
PP–Horse–Driver–Line
1–Hannelore Hanover–Yannick Gingras–4/1
2–Resolve–Ake Svanstedt–3/1
3–Jonesy–Tuomas Korvenoja–15/1
4–Flanagan Memory–Brian Sears–6/1
5–Oasis Bi– Erik Adielsson–5/1
6–Obrigado–Mark MacDonald–6/1
7–BBS Sugarlight–Vidar Hop–6/1
8–On Track Piraten–Orjan Kihlstrom–10/1
9–Tano Bork–John Campbell–20/1
10–Explosive De Vie–Kevin Oscarsson–12/1

