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For those outside of the 330-plus who
attended the Dan Patch Awards in Orlando
last weekend, you missed out on a great event.
The Rosen Shingle Creek was first-rate facility and every person in the industry I encountered was in agreement that it would make an
excellent at least semi-permanent location for
the awards. Hint, hint for anyone on the location committee for the 2019 banquet.
Walking around the room during the awards
and during my lengthy stays in the hospitality suite, I was able to pick up some tidbits of
information.
Jim King and Joann Looney-King confirmed
that Down Under imports Shartin N and Christen Me N have been nominated to the Blue
Chip Matchmaker and George Morton Levy
at Yonkers Raceway. While the five weeks of
preliminary legs can wear down a horse, the
King’s say they’ll pick their spots in the series
so they don’t wear out either horse.
Mike Keeling said that whether Older trotter of the Year Marion Marauder will go to
Sweden for the Elitlopp is still up in the air,
especially considering the recent announcement that the track (Solvalla) would no longer
sponsor a direct flight from the United States.
Keeling said the horse is doing great and if
they skip the Elitlopp they might consider
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Samo Different Day is one of trainer Jimmy
Takter’s Hambletonian prospects for 2018.

sticking around into January and looking at
the 2019 Prix d’Amerique.
After winning back-to-back Hambletonians
at The Meadowlands in 2014 and 2015, Hall of
Fame trainer Jimmy Takter has only finished
as high as fifth in the most prestigious race
in North America the last two years. In what
he still expects to be his last year of training
after announcing his retirement in a Harness
Racing Update article in October 2017, Takter
said he likes his chances in the big dance this
year with as many as nine potential contenders in his barn.
Speaking of Takter, it was interesting to
listen in as him and driver Yannick Gingras
comparatively discussed the greatness of
Manchego, Ariana G and Mission Brief. Most
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would have to agree that Mission Brief was the fastest of the group,
but the other two have proven much more manageable. Plus, the undefeated Manchego still has plenty of time to etch her place in history.
Staying with the trotters, Marcus Melander mentioned that 2-yearold Dan Patch champion colt Fourth Dimension was doing well and
planning for a late May return to the races. Owner Anders Strom
was overjoyed to be winning his first Dan Patch award and looking
forward to a potential opportunity to win the Hambletonian. Strom is
an admitted “action” guy and seems to know the sport very well from
the gambling end. We could use more owners like him.

Derick Giwner

Trainer Marcus Melander is looking at a late May return to the
races for 2-year-old champion trotter Fourth Dimension.
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By Derick Giwner
The best laid plans of horses and men often go astray.
Superstar pacer Wiggle It Jiggleit was supposed to return to
the races in January but was once again sidetracked by injury.
While it is not believed to be serious, owner George Teague, Jr
is playing it safe with the former Horse of the Year who has been
battling back issues his entire career.
“I have no doubt that he’ll come back. This is not the most serious of situations,” said Teague, who admitted Wiggle It Jiggleit
would be racing already if he was a less prominent horse. “I’ll
never do anything to hurt his reputation.”
Adding to the optimism that Wiggle It Jiggleit will be back is
the fact that Teague made the February 15 payment for the TVG
series run by The Meadowlands and as of now plans to have the
6-year-old gelding eligible for about eight stakes in the latter part
of the year.
“We had to gamble with a few (stakes) races,” said Teague.
Wiggle It Jiggleit is not in heavy training at the moment
according to Teague and he’s hoping to see him back racing
before August.
For now the fifth richest pacer in the history of the sport
with $3,907,557 earned and 38 career wins will wait for his next
moment in the spotlight.
“He only has 51 career races and he’s young. There is no
reason he couldn’t have at least two really good years ahead,”
said Teague.
The TVG series involves multiple stakes races at different
tracks, including the Breeders Crown, which Wiggle It Jiggleit is
eligible to compete in.

®

Sire of 2017 2-Year-Old Colt
NYSS Final Winner, Jersey Jim
p, 2, 1:52.3; 3, 1:49.3z ($1,469,461)
Artsplace-Delinquent Account-On The Road Again

• Offspring have earned $105,688,895
• Average earnings of $97,499 per starter

ARTISCAPE

I had a nice conversation with driver Simon Allard, who told me he
is chomping at the bit to get back in the bike after spending time in
Florida assisting his brother. Simon will return to the northeast next
week and should be a regular at Pocono and Harrah’s Philadelphia
when they open.
Driver Aaron Merriman, who won the most races in North America in 2017 by completing his usual back and forth commute from
The Meadows to Northfield, lost his day job when The Meadows was
closed for a few weeks. When I asked what he was doing to occupy his
time, the response was “housework”. Just goes to show you that one of
the top drivers in the sport is no different than most of us.
For those that missed the broadcast of the awards, owner Bruce
Trogdon announced that 3-year-old Pacing Filly of the Year Blazin
Britches was bred to Fear The Dragon but will return to the races this
year. Lost In Time owner Scott Robinson, who brought Hall of Fame
wrestler Ric Flair to the proceedings as his guest, mentioned that he
would give the all-time great a piece of the horse as a birthday gift.
Which made me think . . . if a bunch of our top owners gifted small
percentages of top horses to celebrities, could we expand the scope of
harness racing? What if the team behind Ariana G got Ariana Grande
on board as a 5% owner? Surely she could bring the sport a few new
eyes.
I never met up with Ric Flair but I did run into Brian Brown quite
often. After seeing me outside of the photo area the second time he
asked if I was standing there all night. I replied only when he wins
an award. The next time we met was after his Downbytheseaside was
announced as Pacer of the Year, he then quipped, “You can sit down
now,” likely referring to the fact that the Horse of the Year trophy was
not coming his way.
I was quite proud to present the “Good Guy” award to Brown. He’s
gracious to everyone, including the media whether he wins or loses.
He told me that’s just the way he was brought up, so congratulations
to his parents for doing a great job.
Hope to see everyone at the awards next year!

Wiggle It Jiggleit now aiming
for late summer return

• Sire of 9 Millionaires
Standing at Winbak of NY for $4,000.
Click Here for Online Booking Application.
Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Noelle Duspiva, Winbak of NY Manager
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Stalbaum in the midst of a comeback at Yonkers Raceway

It was a packed winner’s circle at Yonkers Raceway when Larry Stalbaum won the 2008 Levy Memorial with Special Report.

By Jay Bergman
Trainer/driver Larry Stalbaum was a fixture at Yonkers Raceway
as the era of slot-induced purses began to change the shape and scope
of things to come. Stalbaum relocated, buying a farm in the Batavia area and instead concentrated his stable on the Buffalo-Batavia
circuit primarily and eventually to neighboring tracks. Nearly 10
years removed, Stalbaum has come back to Yonkers and appears to
have the goods to compete on a very high level.
“I just didn’t have the stock,” Stalbaum said bluntly about his move
to northwestern New York. “The horses I recently bought have turned
out to be better than expected.”
That’s the reason why local fans have seen Stalbaum in attendance
at Yonkers on weekends and not just on the track but in the winner’s
circle as well.
For Stalbaum, a veteran that made a name for himself in Michigan,
the return comes with a host of imported horses. The driver/trainer
of 2008 George Morton Levy champion Special Report is hopeful that
among the contingent in his 18-horse stable are a few that may be able
to cut it at the highest level.
“Right now I’m on the fence but I’m probably going to roll the dice,”
said Stalbaum about nominating to stakes and racing a few that he’s
been driving at Yonkers this winter. “There’s a lot of horses in the
same position, maybe not Levy types in other years but this year
there are so many new faces.”
Stalbaum will likely nominate a pair of imports for the Levy in
Chumlee A and Simply Susational N.
Chumlee A will get tested in some ways on Saturday at Yonkers in
a winners-over $30,000 race, but Stalbaum has loved what he’s gotten
thus far from the imported son of the late Somebeachsomewhere.
“He went five-for-five for me last year,” said Stalbaum “And I never
touched him. This year he threw a shoe in the race at Monticello and
didn’t race that well when (Eric) Goodell drove him for me.”
But Chumlee A has won three of four at Yonkers this year, losing by
a nose in the slop in a 1:53 mile. “I didn’t want to hit him,” Stalbaum
said. “I think if I had he might have won that race too.”
Simply Susational N hasn’t been on these shores long but the 8-yearold made an impressive North American debut finishing second for
Stalbaum in the non-winners of $30,000 class at Yonkers. “You have
to be a little careful with these horses when they come over. I try to
keep them as calm as possible,” said Stalbaum. “I think he (Simply
Susational N) was very good out of the pocket.”
With wife Kim Asher taking care of the stable back home, Stalbaum’s collection that is racing locally stables at Big Z Farms in New
Jersey, a short trip from Stalbaum’s Pennsylvania residence.
While the lure of the Levy is likely to grab a pair from his stable,
Stalbaum also has two rather accomplished mares likely to make a
show in the Blue Chip Matchmaker Series. “I’m still on the fence but
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Mike Lizzi

I will probably put both Gina Grace N and Miss Irish Rose A in,” said
Stalbaum.
After qualifying at Buffalo earlier this year, Stalbaum brought
Gina Grace N down to try Yonkers and the daughter of Bettor’s
Delight was impressive winning consecutive starts and climbing to
the Open level. Her win streak was broken last Friday as she raced
from off the pace and finished fifth in the $40,000 feature. “I wasn’t
happy with the way she finished,” Stalbaum said. “Hopefully she’ll
bounce back.”
While Miss Irish Rose A has been knocking heads at a lower level
Stalbaum has high hopes for her going forward. “I really love this
mare,” Stalbaum said. More than likely that opinion is reflective of
the efforts the daughter of McArdle has put forth recently at Yonkers.
Two starts back on February 16 she devoured a non-winners of $20,000
group of mares in a 1:56 mile. Last week a notch below the Open, Miss
Irish Rose A followed the race-rugged Mach It A Par into a brisk last
half and held staunchly for third missing but two lengths.
Stalbaum is happy to be back at Yonkers but understands full well
that he’s reaching a little with his foursome. “They’re good right now
but you don’t know what you’re going to be up against,” Stalbaum
said.
The quest for a top horse has not escaped Stalbaum’s desire since
Special Report arrived in the Levy back in 2007. The son of Keystone
Raider had a sensational record in the series that year winning four
of the six preliminary legs and finishing second in the other two. With
an 8-hole draw in the rich final, Stalbaum sent Special Report down
the road and he was caught by Maltese Artist. “He went a big trip that
night. Maltese Artist went right by him at the head of the stretch but
he kept fighting,” Stalbaum said, recalling the action 11 years ago as
if it were yesterday.
Special Report returned in 2008 and captured the Levy final.
“He was a great horse. You keep searching for one like him but they
don’t come around that often,” said Stalbaum. “I mean he was a horse
that was down to the three-quarters in 1:22 at Yonkers six or seven
times. You didn’t see horses doing it then or now.”
Imports are clearly the way to go and Stalbaum has been doing it
long enough. “I’m very particular about the type of horse I’m looking to buy,” Stalbaum said. “The most important thing for me is that
they have an excellent gait. A horse that doesn’t have an excellent gait
won’t be able to handle the speed or the tracks here. Second I’m looking for a horse that is comfortable going distance.”
With two fresh new faces arriving by plane on Wednesday (Feb. 28),
Stalbaum is cautiously optimistic. “I’ve got a son of Jeremes Jet that
they tell me is a nice horse,” said Stalbaum and I bought a trotter. I
really don’t know how the trotter will turn out. You’ll either see him
in $4,000 claimers at Monticello or at Yonkers on Sunday afternoon.”
Right now Yonkers seems to be the preferred destination for most of
Stalbaum’s stock and he’s happy to be back.
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Yonkers Raceway bucking the trend with handle resurgence
at the track
By Darin Zoccali

AtTheTrack7

In 2017, harness racing in the United States saw a 4.39% decline in
wagering compared to the previous year. Thus far in 2018, the number
for total handle is virtually flat, which struck me as odd, because thus
far The Meadowlands, the biggest driver of handle in harness racing,
has contested seven fewer days of racing than the first two months in
2017.
Taking a closer look at the numbers, The Meadowlands has handled
$33.25 Million on 13 racing programs compared to $48.31 Million on
20 racing programs in 2017. While on the surface that actually means
the average per-card handle in 2018 is higher than one year ago, it is
important to note that at this time last year The Meadowlands had
contested four Thursday night programs, which obviously drives the
average handle down. They have not raced a Thursday card this year.
There has been $15 Million less wagered on The Meadowlands the
first two months this year and at this time last year, the $48.31 Million
wagered on their product accounted for over 23% of the total handle in
harness racing. Given that information, how is handle virtually flat
($206.7 Million vs. $206.3 Million) year over year in harness racing?
The answer comes from a surprising place . . . Yonkers Raceway.
At this time last year, Yonkers Raceway had contested 39 racing
programs, with a total handle of $17.26 Million. That equates to
$442,000 per racing program. This year, Yonkers Raceway has
contested 37 racing programs with total handle of $28.36 Million, or
$766,000 per racing program. The $11.1 Million increase offsets nearly
75% of The Meadowlands impact, which is pretty remarkable.
The handle at Yonkers Raceway this year is up 64.3% compared
to last year and the average handle per racing program is up 73.2%.
That’s ridiculous. Even if you remove the difference of the like
Sundays (French commingled pools) year-over-year, which is $2.45
Million of the increase, the handle for the rest of the programs is still
up 48.3%.
Aside from Sundays, the Monday night performance has been quite
noticeable. In fact, total handle on the eight Monday programs this
year is $6,313,303, more than double the $3,036,924 wagered on the
eight Monday programs last year.
There have been several major changes at the half-mile oval in the
past six months. The finish line has been moved up the stretch, starting the race at a point that gives horses from the far outside a better
chance, as opposed to where the old finish line was, virtually at the
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edge of the first turn. Secondly, Yonkers removed the passing lane,
which has clearly resulted in more aggressive drives and more movement in their races. It’s undeniable to anyone who has been watching.
Alex Dadoyan, Executive Director of the Standardbred Owners
Association of New York, confirmed these moves as having a positive
impact on handle performance, but noted it goes beyond that as well,
specifically for the Monday Performance. “We have a deal in place
with TVG this year to show Yonkers racing on Monday and Tuesdays
and handle through TVG has been way up,” said Dadoyan. “We’re
also doing the free programs online for Mondays which I think is a big
thing to help gain interest and grow a following.” He also added that
Cammie Haughton, the Director of Racing, staggering post times to
stay off other signals is also playing a role in the increases.
With the growing momentum Yonkers is experiencing and the fact
that they receive a large subsidy from slot machine revenue purses,
they are in a unique position in the industry right now. It would be
interesting to see what would happen if they established a platform
of low-takeout rates moving forward. I think it would be a great test
and Yonkers is in a perfect position to try it right now. They race
enough where the takeout can have a faster impact than The Meadowlands, which races twice per week, and they would be viewed by
the bettors as a leader in the industry recognizing growth. I truly
believe harness players would embrace the Yonkers product in that
scenario. It’s entirely possible that such an experiment could lead to
another spike in handle and perhaps Yonkers surpassing $1 Million
per racing program could become a regular thing.
I don’t see a correlation between Yonkers’ increases and The Meadowlands racing fewer dates, mainly because the biggest increases
at Yonkers are being realized on days and nights that The Meadowlands does not race. I don’t believe that simply because The Meadowlands has raced seven fewer days, people are betting those dollars
on Sunday, Monday and Tuesday at Yonkers. I legitimately believe
Yonkers is onto something with the changes they have implemented
and they have an opportunity to expand upon those changes by
taking a look at a takeout reduction plan which, in my opinion, would
continue to grow the increases that Yonkers is seeing.
There are other ideas that Yonkers can implement to continue their
momentum. Initially, I would recommend seeding a pool, either the
Pick 4 or Pick 5, which ironically has the same impact as reducing
the takeout rate for the wager, hence why those pools do so well when
seeded. It doesn’t have to be a ton of money, perhaps $10,000, which is
enough to attract the attention of the bettors. Yonkers is on a roll and
I wouldn’t stop if I were them. I would continue to implement changes
that would be viewed as favorable to the betting public and continue
to build on this momentum and the growth they are seeing. It could
be a huge year for Yonkers Raceway.
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Did you ever want to know more than just the statistics of your
favorite trainers and drivers? Derick Giwner took to the backstretch to ask them some more unorthodox questions.

Driver/trainer
eric abbatiello
Age: 49
Career driving wins: 2,254
Career training wins: 441
Birthplace: New Jersey
Current residence: New Jersey
What kind of car do you drive?

BMW X3

Favorite dinner meal? Snack?

Steak/Pizza, Starbucks

What is your favorite track to race at?
Freehold, mostly because it is in my backyard.

When you leave the track, are the races still on your
mind?
Yeah. I usually have an hour ride home so it gives me time to
mentally prepare and to think about what went right and what
I can fix.

What is the longest time you’ve sat in traffic trying to get to
a track?
Four hours to Yonkers (it should take 1 hour).

Do you study the past performances before showing up at
the track?
I usually get the program emailed to me from Meadowlands,
Yonkers and Freehold to make my driver choices. In racing we
kind of know how each horse and driver will act so we go in with
a plan A, B and C.

Who is your best friend on the backstretch?
That’s tough to answer. I don’t have any enemies.

If you are going to grab a drink after the races, which
horseperson would you want to hang out with?
There are so many. Maybe ‘Irish’ Joe Hanney or my brother-inlaw Zeb.

What is your favorite thing to do when you are not
racing?
Follow the stock market. Lately I’ve been watching Bitcoin a lot.

What is your favorite sport? Team?
Baseball - Yankees.

DRF Harness Weekend | 6 | March 1, 2018

World Wide Racing Photos

Driver Eric Abbatiello has won over 2,250 races as a driver
and 440 as a trainer.

What is one thing about you most fans/bettors don’t
know?
I read a lot of books.

Do you have a driving style?
I don’t lean back in the bike as much as most drivers. I try to be as
aggressive as possible.

Other than your partner, who is the #1 person on your
speed dial?
Probably my dad.

If you weren’t a driver, what would you be doing?
I’d be a stockbroker, dentist or a cop.

What is the best advice you’ve ever gotten you about
harness racing?
My father told me plenty. Two were “Don’t fall off the bike and
rip your colors” and “Know the tendancies of all the other drivers.”

You’ve been racing much more at The Meadowlands
lately. How come?
I kind of shifted to The Meadowlands from Yonkers because
there are so many catch-drivers at Yonkers now. At The Meadowlands i can pick up eight drives a night instead of maybe two
at Yonkers.

How do you describe the experience of driving in a race?
It’s like a high speed game of chess.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Jenny Melander looking to
build on a strong 2017

TROT TAKES
By Ryan Macedonio

@Trotcast

Revenue sharing approach
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Trainer Jenny Melander will start four horses on Friday at
The Meadowlands including My Cherry Pie.

By Jay Bergman
Prospects are looking up for trainer Jenny Melander. Following
her best year ever in 2017 Melander’s stable of 37-head looks to build
on that success this year. With freshmen and sophomores still prepping for action, Melander sends out four from her trotting dominated
stable at The Meadowlands on Friday night.
Chapter Too, a 4-year-old New York-sired daughter of Chapter
Seven, was purchased at last year’s Harrisburg auction for $80,000.
“The owners were looking for a mare they could breed but would
like to race as well,” said Melander. “This mare has a lot of class. She
raced in stakes in New York last year and I think she can do well at
the local tracks.”
Chapter Too drew post seven in the first race and Melander is happy
with what she has seen so far from the mare previously trained by
Mark Harder.
“She does everything like a horse with class. She goes when you
ask her and relaxes when you don’t,” said Melander. “We’re not going
to stake her against the top mares but I think she can go through the
classes.”
The class on Friday night is just non-winners of 3 races and Chapter Too was able to get in because mares were permitted to win four
races. Last year Chapter Too earned $142,574 culminating her season
with a fourth-place finish in the New York Sire Stakes final.
“I’m going to nominate her to the SOA Series at Yonkers,” said
Melander, who enjoyed great success in that late closer in 2017. The
SOA Bonus series begins in April.
It’s been a long process for Melander to get Mr Lover to where she
wants the veteran to be. “We bought him a few years ago at the Winter
Sale,” said Melander. “He’s a massively big horse and he’s taken a little
longer for us than we had hoped.” Mr Lover seems to be moving in the
right direction now according to the trainer, who was pleased with
his last few starts at the bottom level. Mr Lover is a career winner of
$200K but still in search of his first win in 2018.
Much like Chapter Too, My Cherry Pie is a 4-year-old that appears
to have a very good upside. A winner against non-winners of $8,500
at The Meadowlands in her last start, the Donato Hanover-sired
mare My Cherry Pie drew post six in the evening’s eighth race while
moving up in class.
“We missed much of her 3-year-old season,” said Melander of My
Cherry Pie. “We got started late and were racing her back at Dover
before going to The Meadowlands.”
My Cherry Pie managed to win six races in 15 starts as a 3-year-old
in 2017.
The trainer is still hoping for a return to form for Meadowbrook
Glider, her entry in race 10 on Friday night. Meadowbrook Glider
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Do you remember last week’s article where I basically said we
should all be launching flaming arrows at each other? Below is
the other end of that spectrum.
Ryan’s Awesome Option #2
Revenue Sharing! What a novel and revolutionary idea right?
I mean, it only works in every other sport. The business model is
there, literally right in front of our faces being proved every day
that it works. Yet, here harness racing stands slumped over, not
even trying to start the wheels rolling on this one.
The biggest part of any revenue sharing deal has now become
the TV deals, which are worth Billions! Harness Racing still has
trouble with post times going off over the top of each other. If we
all had the same goals, and worked together to put on a 24/7/365
product, Harness Racing would have a future.
Imagine if we actually laid out a stakes schedule that didn’t
overlap, or racing days where each track gets the spotlight.
Everyone could carve out a specialty and cater to it. One track
could be the place where claimers raced exclusively, or the best
2-year-olds, or the track that races in the mornings starting at
4am to cater to Europe, Australia and Las Vegas!
Now I can go on and on about how revenue sharing works, but
I don’t need to because it works. I’ve laid out two options that are
on the opposite ends of the business spectrum on how companies
and industries ultimately become successful. I’m not partial to
one or the other yet, but clearly our industry lacks vision and a
long term approach on how we want to portray our product.
Hesitation accompanied with a lack of understanding in environmental and sociological changes ALWAYS leads to death.
It would be absolutely great if Yonkers and The Meadowlands
figured out post times, stakes schedules, cross promotions,
unified testing policies, purse structures, etc. I also think that if
The Meadowlands declared war on Yonkers, that war would be a
long drawn-out process that could result in some of the greatest
media coverage we’ve ever seen!
ANYTHING is better than where we are stuck now. There is
minimal conflict with minimum revenue generated and minimal cross promotion. Harness Racing is in a slow descent into
complete apathy and I wonder how many even care enough to
think about that.

drew post two in a race for non-winners of 4 pari-mutuel races or
$65,000 lifetime. “He’s got speed but he’s a little goofy,” said Melander
kindly of the 5-year-old making just his second start of 2018.
After a breakout season in 2017 where her stable earned above $1.2
million, Melander is already off to a quick start this year helped on
Tuesday by a training double that saw Golden Son and Ameliosi win at
Dover. She’s training 10 2-year-olds for action and while non-specific
about an individual, was pleased with where they stand heading into
March. “They are stronger as a group than what I’ve ever trained in
the past,” said Melander. “We’ve got some from Pennsylvania, New
York, Indiana and a couple from Ohio.”
Last year’s juveniles managed to include the Indiana Super Final
champion All On Black, a winner of more than $200K during his first
year on the track. “I didn’t stake him too much last year because there
was enough to race for in Indiana,” said Melander of All On Black, a
son of Swan For All that had the head-to-head advantage over Breeders Crown winner Fiftydallarbill in Indiana-bred races.
“I’m pointing him for the first Sire Stakes races in May,” said
Melander of All On Black, a winner in six of eight juvenile starts with
a 1:54 2/5 record. “I’ve never had a 2-year-old go that fast.”
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Digging into Friday’s $30K Pick 5 carryover
By Derick Giwner
Too often when I sit
down to handicap a Pick 5
sequence I’m left with the
realization that it is beyond
my reach. Friday’s $30,202
Pick 5 carryover at The
Meadowlands starting in
race three is not one of those
moments.
All good handicappers need to set limits so they don’t waste their
entire budget on a wager which has a low probability of winning.
For a Pick 4 or Pick 5, mine is usually around $64 unless there is a
carryover. On those I will often go up to $96 and once in a while $128.
It really has nothing to do with the amount of money in my bank
account and everything to do with what I’m comfortable wagering
and potentially losing.
What I like most about Friday’s five-race sequence of races is that
there is opportunity for bettors of every economic level. If you want
to step out with a couple of favorites and play a ticket under $20, there
are good enough options to go that route. If you are looking for a huge
payday, there are certainly fringe horses which could win at a big
price and provide that payday.
Below is how I’m seeing the races as of Thursday, though with a
major rain storm and high winds (25-30 MPH forecasted at 6:35 p.m.
post time) expected to invade the Northeast, scratches and potential
track bias could change things. Keep in mind that rain last Friday
caused a major closers bias through the first 10 races or so. If you want
to handicap yourself, click here for free Harness Eye PPs.

Race 3

A couple of lightly raced youngsters and a bunch of low percentage
non-winners-of-2 types provide for a tricky first leg. (4) PRESIDENTIAL ZETTE will be on most tickets as the only horse with any true
form. That said, it is worth noting he has missed three weeks and one
win in six recent starts in this class. My top pick in here is (8) I M
FISHIN. While her qualifier is non-descript, she showed the ability
to wire a field at Hoosier and is moving into a capable barn. (10) LAW
OF ATTRACTION will also be on my ticket. He raced reasonably well
when here last June and gets an interesting barn change of his own.

Race 4

I’m singling here with (4) BRICKMAN. Yeah, he has only a string of
mediocore lines in recent races, but tonight’s double-drop in claiming
price should get him to perk up. Besides, if you don’t single in this race
you’ll be looking at about a seven-deep ticket.

At DRF Harness we strive to prvode the best handicapping
information in the sport. Each week we’ll use this space to bring
you some of our handicappers’ best bets, value plays and horses to
watch. Use this information as one of your tools when wagering or
simply click on the link above and head to DRF Bets to wager now.
Happy Handicapping!

Thursday, march 1

RACE 9
(6) VINES TO HEAVEN
should have no problem with
non-winners of two here if
she can come close to replicating her debut effort.

-Garnet Barnsdale

Friday, March 2

RACE 11
(4) BELL A CHICK went
through the motions from
post 10 last week. Don’t be
surprised if owner/driver
Steve Smith puts the pedal
to the metal from the start
against a lackluster field.

-Derick Giwner

RACE 1
(5)
BETTIM
JACKIE
powered her way to an easy
and impressive win last time
and the filly that she beat
came back to win easily; call
to repeat.

-Barnsdale

Saturday, march 3

Race 5

I’m falling in line with the morning line here as (5) CAUFIELD & (6)
STITCH IN TIME stand out to some extent. The former battled gamely
after being used early and this barn seems to finally be coming to life
after a down month. The latter hasn’t been able to buy a clean trip.
Any decent journey makes him tough to beat. I’m also going to add in
(4) BIG BREEZE BILL. He is down in class and hasn’t had much of a
chance from outside posts lately.

Race 6

I don’t see any way to narrow this field down. As you’ll see by my
ticket below, I’m spreading deep and expecting almost anything to
happen.

Race 7

It’s decision time. (9) MONICA GALLAGHER will be 3-5 despite the
outside post. She will likely win and I’m going to key her. That said,
(8) KEYSTONE RIPTIDE, (6) SUDDEN CHANGE N and perhaps one
or two others could get lucky if she is roughed up on her way to the
front. If you want to take a chance on hitting big, throw out the fave
and hope for mayhem.

.50 Ticket: 4,8,10 / 4 / 4,5,6 / 1,2,3,4,7,8 / 9 = $27
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RACE 10
(3) GO COLLECT N was used
hard last week and still dug in
stubbornly to the wire in a solid
runner-up effort. DiDomenico
trainee can bounce back from
this spot.

-Matt Rose

RACE 3
(6) YO APOLLO CREED has
caught sloppy tracks in both
return races. While heavy rain is
expected Friday, the track should
be able to dry up and give this guy
the opportunity to shine.

-Giwner

Want full-card analysis? Visit DRF.com/harness
Visit us online at drf.com/harness

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

TRACK NEWS AROUND THE WORLD

Too many claiming races promote over-medication

February nominations show gains at Meadowlands

The problem with your proposal is claimers are more likely than not
to be ‘medicated’ as horses will be treated as rentals, not caring for their
long-term welfare. I would suggest continuing with claimers as now
but instead of conditioned racing, use a system such as the one used in
Australia. https://www.harness.org.au/rules/AUSTHCPR.PDF
Allan Schott

The nominations are in for the 2018 Meadowlands Grand Circuit
Stakes and the February payment totals are up by 9% over the 2017
numbers.
The major pacing stakes, WR Haughton and Sam McKee Memorials swelled by nearly 30% with 33 horses making the nomination
payment for both. The Stanley Dancer for sophomore colt trotters and
Mistletoe Shalee also increased by a third.
All of the freshman stakes saw solid increases in totals for the new
season.
READ MORE

In favor of more claimers
As simple as your idea and chart shows, why have the various
racing jurisdictions not thought of this when they see their product
failing and they have no younger or millennials coming through
their doors to keep the business going. In my opinion racetracks carding condition races only protects the horsemen and their owners and
is confounding to a new prospective audience who can’t make head
or tail of the conditions. As you said in claiming races if you feel your
horse is say a 10 claimer racing where it belongs still doesn’t mean a
automatic win but I guarantee you there will be more movement and
action within the race just in case someone puts a claim in on it. If you
would like to add more incentive then only payout cheques to the top
three finishers in each race. You could as a race track almost guarantee there would be better pools per race and a better overall handle
for the night. I have always thought that condition races were nothing
more than protectionism for the horsemen alone and did nothing to
promote the game.
Bob Adams

What about owners that want to keep their horses?
I’ll keep my response short and simple…I think you’ve been smokin’
a bit too much of that “wacky tobaccy.”
I hope you took my comment more “tongue in cheek” than anything
else. My comment comes from my racing quite a bit at Scioto Downs.
That track seems to be a “claiming haven.” I’ve seen horses switch
barns 4 or 5 weeks in a row. And no one will ever convince me that’s
good for the horse. And that’s where I’m coming from when I answered
you the way I did. Is this barn changing what’s best for the horse?
Plus, for me, I like keeping a horse for a while and not having to
worry every single week whether or not I will be able to keep him the
next week.
Gordon

Thanks for printing reader comments
In the Feb. 15th edition of DRF Harness there was a letter to the
editor from Nicholas Cantarella. Whoever decided to put that letter in
the edition should be commended. I strongly agree with Mr Cantarella and think the issue of horses who are not sound before the race
should be addressed.
Jay

U.S. Harness Writers discuss rule changes
The United States Harness Writers Association (USHWA), the leading organization of harness racing’s chroniclers, held their annual
meetings this past Saturday and Sunday at the Rosen Shingle Creek
Resort in Orlando FL, in conjunction with its annual Dan Patch
Awards Banquet, which on Sunday evening celebrated the best of
brightest of the sport during the 2017 campaign.
Saturday’s meeting gathered the organization’s board of directors,
while Sunday’s session was an open gathering for all of USHWA’s
members.
Two major developments, one affecting the size of the Board and
one broadening the parameters of USHWA membership, took place
on Saturday as the directors voted on amending USHWA’s By-Laws
and Rules & Regulations (R&Rs). A by-law change saw the number of
directors from each of the sport’s “chapters” (regions) reduced from
two to one, in part of the organization’s ongoing effort to streamline in
keeping with the harness racing times. There will now be 5 Officers,
11 Past Presidents, and 13 chapter directors guiding the affairs of the
organization.
READ MORE

SOA of NY offering ownership opportunity
The Standardbred Owners Association of New York is organizing
an opportunity for interested trainers/owners to purchase a French
trotter to race at Yonkers Raceway. This effort is in furtherance of the
global racing activities begun at Yonkers.
The French trotting association Le Trot will be conducting a sale
of prospective racehorses. The cost to purchase each horse will be
$25,000 and they will all be geldings greater than 4 year olds that are
currently racing in France and will be at a similar ability level and
value. There will also be a charge of $3,000 to go towards the shipment
of the horses to the United States. The SOA of NY will also contribute to the shipping costs for these horses. The total expenditure to
acquire a horse through this program will be $28,000.
READ MORE

Reach the Harness community by advertising in
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.

DRF Harness Weekend | 9 | March 1, 2018
s Crown
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Meadowlands (FRI)

HARNESS PPS

EXPANDED BREEDERS CROWN EDITION

Top Stories

Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE

HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5
Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Visit us online at drf.com/harness
Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

Winter/Spring Stakes Schedule
Yonkers (Friday, March 16)

Miami Valley (Tuesday, April 17)

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker

$40,000 James Hackett Final

F&M Pace (Leg 1)

3YO C&G Trot

Yonkers (Saturday, March 17)

Miami Valley (Friday, April 20)

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 1)

$40,000 James Hackett Final

Yonkers (Friday, March 23)

Meadowlands (Friday, April 20)

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker

$50,000 Shiaway St Pat Final

F&M Pace (Leg 2)

3YO Filly Pace

3YO&up Open Trot

Yonkers (Saturday, March 24)

Miami Valley (Saturday, April 21)

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 2)

$40,000 James Hackett Final

Yonkers (Monday, March 26)

Meadowlands (saturday, April 21)

$50,000 Petticoat Final

3&4YO F&M Pace

$50,000 Whata Baron Final

3YO&up Open Pace

$30,000 Petticoat Consolation

3&$YO F&M Pace

$50,000 Burning Point Final

3YO&up Mare Pace

3YO C&G Pace

Yonkers (Tuesday, March 27)

yonkers (Saturday, April 21)

$50,000 Sagamore Final

3&4YO H&G Pace

$200K (Added) Levy Final	Open Pace

$30,000 Sagamore Consolation

3&$YO H&G Pace

$125K (Added) Matchmaker Final F&M Pace

Yonkers (Friday, March 30)
$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker

F&M Pace (Leg 3)

Yonkers (Saturday, March 31)

$100,000 Levy Consolation	Open Pace
$75,000 Matchmaker Consolation F&M Pace

Yonkers (Tuesday, April 24)
$55,000 SOA Bonus Trot Final	Open Trot

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 3)

$35,000 SOA Bonus Trot Conso.	Open Trot

Yonkers (Friday, April 6)

Miami Valley (Friday, April 27)

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO Filly Pace

Yonkers (Saturday, April 7)

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO Filly Trot

$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 4)

Freehold (Saturday, April 28)

Yonkers (Friday, April 13)

$40,000 Dexter Cup Elimination 3YO Open Trot

$40,000 Blue Chip Matchmaker

Miami Valley (Saturday, April 28)

F&M Pace (Leg 4)

F&M Pace (Leg 5)

Yonkers (Saturday, April 14)
$50,000 George Morton Levy	Open Pace (Leg 5)

Miami Valley (Monday, April 16)
$40,000 James Hackett Final

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO C&G Pace

$50,000 Scarlet & Gray Inv.

3YO C&G Trot

(Information courtesy USTA - All stakes with purses of at least
$30,000 through April 30 are listed.)

3YO Filly Trot
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