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In this weird year of politics, it’s fascinating
that harness racing’s two outspoken leaders,
Jeff Gural and Joe Faraldo, have been back in
the limelight again.
Jeff Gural’s impassioned move to change
direction and in fact continue stakes races
in 2017 was a timely and much needed boost
to the Harrisburg sale, at least that’s what
one might perceive from the impressive early
numbers. It was inspiring to say the least that
Mr. Gural was able to correct a course that
seemed ill timed when first broached as horsemen were attempting to back a casino amendment in New Jersey.
Granted Mr. Gural as much as admitted
that the amendment wasn’t likely to pass a
long time ago. What’s refreshing is that for
once he showed his long term determination
to achieve a casino at The Meadowlands and
a structure to which horsemen can share in
eventual purses should the day finally come.
On Breeders Crown night, Mr. Gural had
a more positive and long term outlook. “I
think when casinos come to New York (metropolitan) in six years there will be no choice,”
Gural said. “The way this was done we had no
chance from the start.”
Mr. Gural promised to see that when and if
there is another vote on the subject his side
will be certain to have language written in
that makes the issue crystal clear to all that

Meadowlands CEO Jeff Gural (left) and
SOA of NY President Joe Faraldo (right).
come to vote. “This became a vote against
Trenton,” Gural said.
In preserving stakes races that include next
year’s Final Four (Governor’s Cup, Goldsmith
Maid, Three Diamonds and Valley Victory),
Mr. Gural has in effect righted the ship with
horsemen and the industry and perhaps for
the first time will have uniform backing by all
of the main players.
That said, Joe Faraldo is clearly not one of
those main players looking to back Mr. Gural
and you really have to wonder how long this
feud will continue.
In Mr. Faraldo’s critique of Mr. Gural’s
request that horsemen contribute to marketing the sport, he poked at past efforts to market
the sport that didn’t produce results. It was an
alarming statement considering the extreme
dip in domestic handle on the Yonkers product
in recent years. How is it that with top drivers, horses and purses, the track finds itself on
equal footing with Monticello?
It seems remarkable to me that Mr. Faraldo
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Bergman: Random Gural/Faraldo thoughts
CONTINUED from page 1

can be so offended by horsemen contributing to a joint marketing effort, though at the
same time, it’s rather obvious that Yonkers
horsemen would be the main contributors
to any national marketing pool since their
purse structure far outreaches the other
North American tracks.
Another troubling situation has been the
lack of movement (literally) when it comes
to important on-track issues. It was thought
some 12 months ago that the finish line at
Yonkers would be moved and once and for
all anyone watching the races from the halfmile track would actually be able to know
the winner of the race with a direct view of
the wire. It doesn’t take a marketing team to
figure out that bettors tend to like to know
if they won or lost on the wire and not find
out minutes later that they were sitting at a
bad angle and the horse that looked to be the
winner actually finished third.
With a large majority of players away from
the track relying on the track’s video feed to
watch a race, it’s hard to swallow something
that would seem so easy to correct take this
long to achieve.
On an entirely different front, Mr. Faraldo
did communicate with me this week by email
with the results of the Lou Pena appeal. By
now it’s been reported that Pena won his
appeal and thus his license back in New York
state after the “witch hunt” as Mr. Faraldo
put it revealed many flaws in the New York
Racing Commission’s case and led an Appellate court to rule in Pena’s favor.
Mr. Faraldo in this case was 100 percent in
the right and it does appear from the evidence

presented that Pena was not guilty of positive
tests, the proof actually required to cost a
trainer his license.
I found it enlightening that Mr. Faraldo
believes better investigation is what’s required
to catch wrongdoers in this sport. I absolutely
agree that a group as large as the FBI could
research and discover those using illegal
substances to get ahead. Much like the lack
of will to put money into a marketing budget,
I kind of doubt Mr. Faraldo would be willing
to subsidize an expanded effort that wouldn’t
just be window dressing but would actually
succeed. Much like the questions about whether
the sport could be marketed effectively just by
pouring money into a marketing budget, it’s
safe to say that sprinkling a few investigators
around is not likely to reveal much.
JAYWALKING: Nothing good lasts forever
and unfortunately we’ve seen the last of Always
B Miki vs. Wiggle It Jiggleit. While it would’ve
been great to see the two battle again, I believe
we’ve been extremely lucky to see them battle
all year long in some of the best aged racing
this sport has witnessed in a long time.
It was thought after scratching out of the
Breeders Crown that Betting Line might close
out his career at Dover Downs, but the son of
Blue Chip Farms stallion Bettor’s Delight has
been retired. Here’s a horse with a legitimate
chance to be Horse of the Year, but it would
appear that just by not racing he may lose
some support when writers go to the polls.
Trainer Ray Schnittker got his wish as no
eliminations were required for the Governor’s Cup with all entrants going directly to
the November 19 final at Woodbine. The race
will again match the one-two Crown finishers Huntsville and Downbytheseaside.
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Standardbred Sale at Harrisburg produces large gains
By Gerg Reinhart
Wednesday marked the conclusion of
the Select Yearling part of the 2016 Standardbred Horse Sale in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and results were very strong,
with this section of the sale finishing up
25.2 percent over 2015, echoing a similar
gain at the Lexington Selected Yearling
Sale last month.
In this year’s Standardbred Horse Sale,
868 yearlings were offered, bringing a total
of just over $33.5 million and an average
of $38,608. Last year, those numbers were
1,010 head sold for a sum of $31.1 million and
an average of $30,818. This mirrors Lexington, where fewer horses were offered (573 in
2016 versus 642 in 2015), but the total ($32.2
million over $29 million) and the average
($56,304 versus $45,220) were both up.
“It was the second best average we ever
had (2007 was the highest at $40,824),”
Russell Williams, Chairman of the Standardbred Horse Sale, said to Ellen Harvey
from Harness Racing Communications.
“Very satisfying, particularly when you

think of all the work that goes in to raising these horses. It’s really great that our
consignors can have a pay day.”
As was the case in Lexington, it was the
Muscle Hill and Somebeachsomewhere
show, with those two sires leading the
way. The 21 Muscle Hill yearlings sold for
an astounding average of $149,952, including sale-toppers Story Time Hanover
($410,000), Hey Jock ($400,000), You Know
You Do ($350,000), and Drum Hanover
($270,000.
Somebeachsomewhere had
more yearlings available with 60, but they
still brought a strong average of $74,400,
led by top-selling pacer Dramatic Point
($270,000), a half-brother to North America Cup champion Betting Line. The thirdhighest average belonged to Ontariobased Kadabra, with 20 of his progeny
bringing an average of $72,950. Also doing
well were Chapter Seven ($61,773 average
for 22 head) and Cantab Hall ($60,293 for 41
yearlings).
Thursday morning saw the mixed
portion of the Standardbred Horse Sale
get underway, with yearlings, weanlings,

stallion shares, and broodmares offered.
The top seller Thursday was HIP 1059
Satin Pillows, an 11-year-old Conway
Hall mare who went to Steve Stewart for
$250,000. Last bred to Cantab Hall, Satin
Pillows is the dam of Breeders Crown and
Kentucky Filly Futurity champion To
Dream On (Credit Winner, $975,395) and is
a half-sister to two-time Dan Patch Award
winner Pampered Princess ($1,648,362)
and O’Brien Award winner Was It A
Dream ($713,441).
Breeders Crown winner Cedar Dove
(Andover Hall) also sold as a broodmare,
going to Hanover Shoe Farms Inc. for
$160,000. An earner of $1,178,930, Cedar
Dove gave birth to a Muscle Hill filly in
March and then was bred to Explosive
Matter.
Before the broodmares sold, the clout that
Muscle Hill possesses was shown again as
two stallion shares that were offered went
to Hanover Shoe Farms for $175,000 and to
Reijo Liljendahl for $170,000.
The five-day event concludes Friday with
the racehorse section of the mixed sale.
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Plenty of good times are likely ahead for Wiggle It Jiggleit
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
By now you undoubtedly know that Wiggle
It Jiggleit, the most popular Standardbred in
training, has suffered a minor quarter-crack
and will not be able to compete in Saturday’s
$400,000 TVG Final at The Meadowlands
against arch rival Always B Miki.
There is nothing like competitive top-notch
racing and the thrilling Breeders Crown
Final where Always B Miki overcame the
tougher journey to defeat Wiggle It Jiggleit
certainly checked that box. Taking nothing
away from the effort put forth by Always B
Miki, ‘Wiggle It’ did not seem to be on his
best game in the Breeders Crown while
clearly bearing out in the stretch. That small
detail left me yearning for one more showdown before ‘Miki’ retires to stallion duty at
Diamond Creek Farms.
Did the foot issue hamper the 4-year-old
Wiggle It Jiggleit in his attempt at winning
his first Breeders Crown? “If he wasn’t
running out late the result might have been
different,” said owner George Teague about
the Crown final while also giving ‘Miki’ his
due.
Teague may indeed be right, but we don’t
give byes to horses for losses in big races
because of circumstance. Always B Miki won
fair and square and deserves any honors that
come with that win.
While we’ll only get one more chance to see
Always B Miki race, during Saturday’s sixth
race at The Meadowlands, Wiggle It Jiggleit
will hopefully be around for a long time to
come.
“It’s all about managing his career and it’s
great when you own them because you can
make every call,” said Teague. “He’s done

more than his share this year. Hopefully
he’ll have a career for at least a couple more
years.”
Rather than sulk over the lack of a final
battle on the track, let’s celebrate Wiggle It
Jiggleit for what he has accomplished and
still can.
Video game statistics – Wiggle It Jiggleit
has only finished worse than third once in
51 career starts. His record sits at 51-38-10-2.
Looking at the list of horses with at least $3
million in earnings, you’ll be hard-pressed
to find many horses with a similar number
of wins in a comparable number of starts.
The great Nihilator compiled 35 wins in 38
starts, Moni Maker won 44 times in 62 starts,
and Artsplace took home win honors 37
times from 49 attempts. Simply put, Wiggle
It Jiggleit shows up every week and never
throws in a bad race.
Versatility – Can you find another top
pacer or trotter in the last decade with a more
even distribution of wins over every sized
track? Wiggle It Jiggleit has won eight times
on mile tracks, seven times at seven-eighths,
14 times on five-eighths ovals and nine times
on half-mile tracks. Even better, his wins
have come over 13 different tracks in seven
states or provinces.
It’s all in the name – What’s not to like
about the name Wiggle It Jiggleit? It is a name
no one forgets and even those outside of the
harness racing know it. The horse even does
his own funky dance in the winner’s circle,
refusing to cooperate for cameramen and
woman across North America.
He’s a gelding – That’s right, unlike
Betting Line, Southwind Frank, Always B
Miki and many other on-track stars that
retired for the breeding shed before fans were
ready to say goodbye, Wiggle It Jiggleit isn’t
going anywhere and he seems to be getting
better. While he looked somewhat gimpy at
times during the tail end of his 3-year-old
campaign (though it didn’t stop him from
winning), Wiggle It Jiggleit appeared to

Derick Giwner

Wiggle It Jiggleit has more often than not
been seen heading back to the winner’s
circle with caretaker ‘Big’ Mike Taylor.

put those issues on the backburner in 2016.
“He definitely grew up into a much sounder
horse,” said owner George Teague. We should
see the WIJI as a 5-year-old in March or April
in the George Morton Levy series at Yonkers
Raceway.
Admiration of peers – I’ve never seen a
horse get as much respect from opposing
horsemen as Wiggle It Jiggleit. Even they
love watching this horse race. My favorite
line came from trainer Ron Burke, who said
that he loved watching him race despite the
fact that he cost him plenty of money by beating him.

Harness Racing can learn something from the Breeders’ Cup Classic
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
This past Saturday, I sat in the clubhouse at
Santa Anita and watched as Arrogate chased
down California Chrome in the final strides
to win the Breeders’ Cup Classic. It was far
from a shock from a pari-mutuel standpoint
as both horses were under 2-1 at post time.
On Friday, I watched Songbird, a 3-yearold filly, battle head and head through the
stretch with one of the best older mares of the
last 25 years, Beholder, in the Distaff. Two
races that for the corresponding horses in
harness racing, would likely not occur.
Let’s get back to the Classic. California
Chrome, now age 5, was making his 25th
career start, amassing earnings surpassing
$13 Million. On the other hand, Arrogate is
a 3-year-old colt who entered the race with
only five career starts. Arrogate did not
compete in a race until a month after California Chrome won the Dubai World Cup in
March. Arrogate didn’t win a race until June
and wasn’t a stakes winner until the Travers Stakes in August. Yet, in the stretch at
Santa Anita, just four months after his first
lifetime win, the lightly-raced rookie ran by
the seasoned veteran, who just happens to be
the richest horse in North American racing
history.
What does this have to do with harness
racing? Well, some people will say absolutely
nothing. Some will say that once a person
begins comparing the two sports, they stop
listening. These are people I respect, that
are harness racing lifers, who I admit know
more about harness racing than I do. But I
couldn’t help watch that race and wonder to
myself, how is it possible that a thoroughbred
can do this and in standardbred racing, it’s
considered by many to be “too difficult.”
A standardbred in the fall of his 3-year old
season is likely making somewhere between
his 20th and 30th lifetime start. Standardbreds are proven to be more durable than
thoroughbreds. So why is it that a thoroughbred with only five lifetime races in six
months can defeat one of the best horses of
the 21st century who is two years his elder,

but in harness racing it is viewed as so much
more difficult? Even if it is difficult, it can
be viewed as the test of a champion, one that
harness racing’s elite will only pass and
wouldn’t the Breeders Crown be the perfect
setting for such a test?
For full disclosure, this will be the first
of two columns (hopefully) on this subject
as I am working on a plan which will eliminate the Breeders Crown races restricted to
3-year-olds and subsequently form Breeders Crown Trotting and Pacing “Classics”
for both genders, with purses of $1 Million
each. These races will be for 3-year-olds and
upward. I admit now, it is not easy. The math
to be able to make this work is very complex
and is based on the assumption that horsemen will support the idea. What that means
is, if there are no races restricted to 3-yearolds any longer in the Breeders Crown, the
owners/trainers of these sophomores may
not make the payments during their horse’s
3-year old season any longer because they
don’t want to face older horses. I confess, if
that proved to be true, this plan would not be
possible.
My plea to the horsemen would be based on
two notions. The first is simple, it would be
good for the sport. Sure, the owner/trainer
of a 3-year-old has had the option to enter the
Open events for years and haven’t. But why
would they with the option to compete in an
age restricted race? Maybe we could have
gotten that matchup of Somebeachsomewhere and Mister Big, or Muscle Hill and
Lucky Jim. I promise you, it would be much
appreciated by the fans of the sport, rather
than watching the same horses square off for
the 15th time that year.
In fairness, horsemen have been asked to
do a lot of things “for the good of the sport”
lately and I understand that can become
tiresome. So, my second appeal is to their
business acumen. First of all, owners of
3-year-olds, pacers and trotters alike, have
had an entire season to rack up earnings in
races like the North America Cup, Meadowlands Pace, Little Brown Jug, Hambletonian, Kentucky Futurity, Canadian Trotting
Classic, etc. They have had plenty of opportunities to race against their peers. The idea
that a 3-year old’s value as a stallion would
decrease were they to lose to an older horse
in October of their sophomore season is a
flawed idea in my opinion. People far more

knowledgeable than I am, with full understandings of pedigrees, crosses, etc., have
determined a horse’s potential value as a
stallion long before October of their 3-yearold campaign. If the horse were to win that
race, perhaps his profile grows in strength,
but it would not diminish. From a business
perspective, the reward seems to outweigh
the risk. Perhaps if the 3-year-old performs
well in that race, the owners would be more
willing to bring the horse back at age four to
compete on the racetrack, which would also
be good for the sport.
Interestingly, in Thoroughbred racing
there is a race in late September called the
Pennsylvania Derby that is restricted for
3-year olds and is worth $1 Million. The
graded stakes committee is yet to assign that
race Grade One status because they believe
at that point of an elite 3-year old’s season,
they should be facing older horses. It has
become expected in Thoroughbred racing. It
has become the rule, not the exception.
Again, I have heard it a thousand times,
don’t compare the two sports. But speaking
as someone who works within both industries, it is one of the many, many things
that Thoroughbred racing does better than
Harness racing.
This Saturday the TVG Championships
will be contested at The Meadowlands. These
races were created by Jeff Gural to accomplish what the Breeders Crown does not.
Create races that feature unique match-ups
of horses that we wouldn’t otherwise see. It
doesn’t always work, but sometimes it does.
Bar Hopping will become the third 3-year
old to try older horses in the TVG Free For
All this Saturday, the other two having been
Captaintreacherous in 2013 and The Bank in
2015. Jimmy Takter and his owners deserve
a great deal of credit for accepting the invitation with Bar Hopping and taking on what
is viewed as a very difficult task with their
horse. These are the kind of match-ups that
harness racing needs. The Captaintreacherous – Foiled Again race in 2013 was one of
the most anticipated races of the last 25 years
in harness racing. The Breeders Crown is
great, but match-ups like that would put it on
a higher level. Hopefully I will be able to put
together a viable plan that can be presented
to the industry to accomplish this goal. If
anyone has any advice, suggestions or input, I
would be very appreciative for those insights.
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Young Broodmares -- Bred to some of the sport’s top stallions
Hip

Name

Foaled

Sire

Dam

Bred to:

Date

1083
1084
1085
1086
1087
1088
1089
1090
1091
1092
1093
1097
1094
1095
1096

Chandler T
Cherimoya
Evolution
Express Jet
JK Isn’t She Lovely
Lady Clarabella
Lifedream Hanover
McVita Bella
Mountain Music
Sweet Like Candy
Tattoo You
Tiamo
Western Kerry
Zanna Blue
Zanna Royal

2009
2012
2005
2009
2013
2012
2008
2011
2012
2010
2010
2008
2008
2012
2009

American Native
Lucky Chucky
Duke Of York
Jereme’s Jet
Somebeachsomewhere
Lear Jetta
Dream Vacation
Somebeachsomewhere
Shark Gesture
American Ideal
Broadway Hall
Artiscape
Western Terror
RC Royalty
RC Royalty

Colors Of The Wind
Pine For
Lou Macs Glory
Preference
Ms Malicious
Jet By
Lifetime Dream
Cheyenne Sabrina
Easy Miss
Ali Badali
Emotional Rescue
Incredible Sharon
Kerry Kate
Zann’s Fan
Zann’s Fan

Lucky Chucky
4/13/16
Uncle Peter
3/15/16
Muscle Mass
2/22/16
Roll With Joe
2/17/16
Roll With Joe
4/6/16
Free breeding: Lucky Chucky
Lucky Chucky
2/17/16
Roll With Joe
4/5/16
Artspeak
6/7/16
Pet Rock
4/28/16
Credit Winner
4/22/16
Artspeak
4/13/16
So Surreal
2/25/16
Chapter Seven
3/7/16
Conway Hall
5/26/16

State

Gait

NY
OH
ONT
NY
NY
NY
NY
NY
PA
OH
NY
PA
NY
NY
NY

T
T
T
P
P
T
T
P
P
P
T
P
P
T
T

Weanling fillies
1099 Pink Cotton
1100 Mia Bambina
1101 Santorini Blue

3/12/16 Lucky Chucky
3/14/16 So Surreal
4/11/16 Western Vintage

Graduation Party
Tiamo
Incredible Sharon

NY
NY
OH

T
P
P

From our Farm......To the Winners Circle
Selling Thursday, Nov. 17 at the Blooded Horse Sale, Delaware, Ohio
In the Winterwood Farm consignment.

Michelle and Albert Crawford  Family owned and operated since 1966

CrawfordFarms.com

2015 Dan Patch Award Winners shine in Matrons at Dover
By Greg Reinhart
Last year’s Dan Patch Award winning
2-year-old pacers Boston Red Rocks and Pure
Country have had different levels of success
as 3-year-olds, but they were both victorious in Matron Stakes action for 3-year-olds
on Thursday at Dover Downs. Dayson and
Caprice Hill would take home top honors in
the Matrons for pacers.
Pacing colts went for $160,200 in their
Matron, and Check Six (Yannick Gingras)
blasted to the front quarter in 25 2/5, forcing
Western Fame (Mark MacDonald) to scramble into the two-hole. Check Six would go on
to reach the half in 54 2/5, with Boston Red
Rocks (Tim Tetrick) commencing a first-up
move out of the fourth position. Boston Red
Rocks advanced in the third quarter, getting
to within half a length of Check Six at the 1:21
3/5 three-quarters, then took the lead in the
lane. From there, Boston Red Rocks poured
it on, opening up to win by 2 1/4 lengths over
Western Fame in 1:49 3/5. Check Six held
third, ahead of Racing Hill (Brett Miller) and
Manhattan Beach (Matt Kakaley).
“He’s had some bumps in the road, but
when you go to that 3-year-old year, it’s a
tough game to hold,” Tetrick explained in
regards to Boston Red Rocks’s struggles at
the top level this year. “He really likes the
cooler weather. Last year he didn’t get really
good until late in the year, winning the
Breeders Crown.
“It’s a war when you go into the 3-year-old
colts. It’s a battle for the toughest one out
there. It’s been a long year for those. Check
Six is a nice horse; he’s raced three times in
2 1/2 weeks, and he raced hard. My horse
didn’t go to Hoosier, and he’s fresh and happy,
but he went a good trip tonight. He was out at
the quarter, and he got the job done.”
Boston Red Rocks, a Rocknroll Hanover
colt, is trained by Steve Elliott for owners
Peter Blood and Rick Berks. This was his
ninth lifetime victory, and he has now put
away $1,041,360. Dispatched at 7-2, Boston
Red Rocks returned $9.00 to win.
In the filly pace, which carried a purse of
$148,400, Penpal (Pat Lachance) was first
at the 26 second opening quarter, but Pure
Country (Brett Miller) brushed from third to
first on the way to the 54 4/5 half. Pure Country went on to click off three-quarters in 1:23,
opening a gap on Penpal and on the firstover try of L A Delight (John Campbell), and
Pure Country would continue to dominate
through the lane, eventually winning by 2 3/4
lengths in 1:50 2/5. Penpal stayed in second,
with Blue Moon Stride (Andrew McCarthy),
Apple Bottom Jeans (Kevin Switzer Jr.), and
L A Delight rounding out the top-five finishers.
“This is the best filly I’ve ever driven. She’s
been superb since Day One, and she just felt
tonight as good as she’s felt all year,” said
Brett Miller. “She’s a big filly, great gaited,
and she’s got the heart of a champion.”
Pure Country is a Diamond Creek homebred trained by Jimmy Takter. The daugh-

Fotowon

Pure Country rebounded from a Breeders Crown loss to win the Matron on Thursday.

ter of Somebeachsomewhere has now won
20 times from 31 career starts, and she has
earned $1,772,398. The even-money choice,
Pure Country paid $4.00 to win.
“She’s been a fantastic horse these two
seasons she’s been racing,” Takter said.
“This year has especially been an extremely
tough group of 3-year-old fillies, but she
seems like she loves to win big races. She’s
a big filly with a big and powerful stride. She
has the right desire to want to be a champion.”
The colt trot offered up the biggest purse
with $178,650 on the line, and Sutton (Andy
Miller) chopped out fractions of 26 4/5, 56 2/5,
and 1:24 3/5, with Dayson (Gingras) working
his way into contention from first-over in the
back-half of the mile. Dayson would forge his
way past Sutton off the final bend, then held
on through the lane to defeat Double L Lindy
(Ake Svanstedt), who was rallying in the
passing lane, by three-quarters of a length in
1:53. Lagerfeld (David Miller) finished third
after tracking the winner’s cover, and he
was followed by Love Matters (Tetrick) and
Sutton.
“I liked him all along; I liked him early in
the year when Ronnie got him,” said Gingras.
“He’s a nice horse. I thought Sutton on the
front-end got used pretty hard, so I took my
chance first-up, and it worked out.”
Ron Burke trains Dayson, a gelding by
Conway Hall, for owners Burke Racing Stable
LLC., Our Horse Cents Stables, J&T Silva
Stables LLC., and Rossie Smith. Dayson has
19 career victories from 14 tries, and he has
earned $662,120. Dayson was the 4-5 favorite
and paid $3.60 to win.
“Kevin Smith put together a deal to get the

horse bought,” offered Burke. “The horse
was a super 2-year-old, and we thought we
could maybe give him a little exposure. We’d
race him a little bit more cross-country, get
him into a little bit more races and just give
him more opportunities, and the horse has
taken advantage of the opportunities he’s
been given.”
The event for trotting fillies went for a
purse of $149,000, and Spicedbourbongirl
(Jeff Gregory) took the lead before the 26
3/5 opening quarter, with 1-2 choice All The
Time (Gingras) up to get the lead out of third
prior to the 56 1/5 half. Caprice Hill (Sears)
then tipped first-over out of fourth at the half,
and she would advance to challenge All The
Time at the 1:24 3/5 three-quarters. Caprice
Hill took over the lead on the far turn,
cleared turning for home, and then opened
up through the stretch to win by 3 1/2 lengths
in 1:52 3/5, a new lifetime mark. All The
Time stayed in second, with Non Stick (Ake
Svanstedt) up for third. Spicedbourbongirl
took home a fourth-place finish, and Womans
Will (Marcus Miller) came in fifth.
“She’s a real nice filly. It was great to get
the opportunity to drive her. She drew good,
but she’s got a lot of talent, and she won pretty
handily,” Sears said. “I’ve watched her race
a few times, but I thought with the post position that she drew, and they were racing out
of there pretty good, that first-over would be
a good spot for her, and it worked out.”
Tony Alagna trains Caprice Hill, a
Kadabra filly, for owner Tom Hill. This was
her 15th career victory, and she has now
banked $992,401. Sent off at 2-1, she returned
$6.20 to win.

