Weekend
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 28, 2017

DRF HARNESS HOME

DRF BETS

Featured Tracks
Meadowlands (THU)

Analysis PPs

Meadowlands (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Meadowlands (SAT)

Analysis PPs

DRF.COM/HARNESS

HARNESS PPS

DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

ENTRIES

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

Aaron Merriman having a career year in 2017
With 1,080 wins, Merriman now sits second in history
behind Tim Tetrick in terms of single-season driving victories

FREE PPS

Top Links & What’s Inside
Analysis
Trainer BrianGet
Brown
wins a pair of
USHWA awards; Trogdon named
Analysis
Owner of theGet
Year
READ MORE

Indiana trio of award winners: Trace
Tetrick, Hoosier Park & Tim Konkle
to be honored by USHWA READ MORE
Woodbine: Doug McNair, Richard
Moreau & Bradley Grant honored as
2017 season ends READ MORE

JJ Zamaiko

Zoccali: Marion Marauder the wrong
choice for top 2017 trotter, Page 4

Aaron Merriman guides The Rockinator to victory at Northfield Park on Tuesday (12/26),
his 1,079th win of 2017.

On The Backstretch: Profile of driver
Andy Miller, Page 5

By Jay Bergman

Macedonio: Pick a side with
conviction, Page 5
Bergman: Blindswitch Racing is
reaching new heights, Page 6
Giwner: Unheralded names from
2017 that deserve attention, Page 7
Gingras named Driver of the Year;
Hanover top Breeder, Page 8

Aaron Merriman has distanced himself
from every other harness driver in North
America, or should we say the world. With
victories in 2017 at 1086 (as of December 27)
and counting, Merriman is in a class by
himself. Yet the driver, on his way to afternoon drives at The Meadows on Tuesday, was
far from cocky about his amazing success.
“It’s been a career year,” Merriman said.
“But I have to say that there are many races I go
in to thinking that I have the best and it turns
out that I didn’t. The level of competition from

the drivers I race against is unbelievable.”
Merriman keeps up an incredible pace that
sees him driving doubleheaders a majority of
the time. “I’ll make this trip (Northfield to The
Meadows and back) about four times a week,”
said Merriman. “I love racing horses. I can’t
say I love driving a car nearly as much.”
For Merriman, planning his future for 2018
is something he hasn’t done and likely won’t
ever do. He appears to take things on a day-today basis and is content to wait until tomorrow to find out what’s next.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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It’s Time to Breed for

Hoosier Horsepower!
It’s no coincidence that in 2017,
3 Breeders Crown Champions
are Indiana-sired horses.
Don’t you think it’s time
to take your program
to the next level?
Program offers:
HANNELORE
HANOVER

• Over $14 million
annually in purses.

2-time Breeders Crown
Champion
Current world record holder
for fastest mile
trotted by a mare: 1:49 2/5
Photo by Dean Gillette

• Lucrative Sire Stakes over $8 million
in purses.
La
• Late-closing
series.
• Overnight racing
opportunities.
• Indiana-sired
fair circuit
program.

Make it easy!

If your horse is Indiana-sired, you’re already in our Sire Stakes program.
There are no sustaining payments - just one easy nomination payment
each year you’re going to race.

in.gov/hrc/sb.htm
IndianaStandardbred

@INStandardbred

@INhorseracing

1:50 WORLD CHAMPION

Chris Gooden

Aaron Merriman picked up his 9,000th career win in April of
2017.
CONTINUED from page 1

“I just love driving horses,” Merriman said. “Actually I love driving
trotters more these days than pacers.”
Merriman’s most memorable drive behind a trotter came in a race
he didn’t win. Il Sogno Dream was an also-ran in the 2014 Hambletonian won by Trixton. “It was a great feeling being in the sport’s signature race,” Merriman said. “He raced well to finish fourth.”
While it may be too early to plan for next year, or tomorrow for
Merriman, he did suggest that spending time with his 14-year-old son
and a 3-year-old daughter is a priority in his life that demands more
of his time. “I definitely want to have more time to spend with them,”
Merriman said.
With nearly 20 years of driving, Merriman has found himself as
the leading dash-winning driver in North America for the last three
years and judging from his current schedule he appears the frontrunner to be on top again in 2018.
Tim Tetrick owns the single season record for victories with 1,189
in 2007 and he spent much of that year racing doubleheaders.
For Merriman, the chance to drive at The Meadows, a five-eighths
mile track, and Northfield, a half-miler, has helped hone his skills.
“At Northfield I’m usually aggressive and the horses tend to carry
their speed much better. When I first started driving at The Meadows
I found I had to be a little more patient,” said Merriman. “Still, I’m
probably the most aggressive driver there anyway.”
Despite the enormous workload, Merriman doesn’t overthink his
profession. “I really don’t look at the program that much when it
comes out,” Merriman said. “When I get to the track I generally take a
look at my first drive and my last drive. I’m just trying to set a schedule so I know what time I need to be there and what time I’ll be leaving.”
For the most part Merriman doesn’t really need to study the past
performances because he’s living them. “I know the horses and the
drivers’ tendencies,” Merriman said. “I just go by feel.”
Of course not all of the horses Merriman drives are successful and
from time to time he’s found a need to beg off.
“There are horses that you just can’t get to respond. When I make a
mistake driving I’ll tell the trainer about it,” said Merriman. “There
are times where I just can’t seem to get a horse to respond and I’ll tell
the trainer that maybe they’d be better off finding another driver that
would give them a better chance.”
In harness racing, being successful as a driver is one thing. Perhaps
even more important to those who make a living from this sport is
being reliable. “The trainers know that I’m going to be there. “I’ll
drive on Friday’s at Scioto or Miami Valley,” said Merriman. “When
I make that commitment to the horsemen they know that I will be
there.”
In 2017 Merriman more than showed up when he appeared at a racetrack. He managed to find the winner’s circle with more regularity
than any driver in the last 10 years.
Expect more of the same when the calendar turns.
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ARCHANGEL

2, 1:58.2s; 3, 1:53.1s; 1:50 ($1,141,831)
Credit Winner-Michelle’s Angel-Andover Hall

CURRENTLY #2 IN NORTH AMERICA WITH
$75,212 AVERAGE EARNINGS PER STARTER
IN 2017, ARCHANGEL’S 1ST ONTARIO CROP
AVERAGED $51,600 AT LEXINGTON
Oldest crop now 3.
2nd crop sold at the 2017 yearling sales.
From 1 crop of racing age, sire of:
• 2017 Yonkers Trot Winner & USTA District 8
3-Year-Old Colt Trotter Champion,
Top Flight Angel, 3, 1:54.3h -’17 ($456,336)
• 2017 Hudson Trot Winner, Celebrity Ruth,
3, 1:53.4f -’17 ($415,363)
• 2017 NYSS Winner, Guardian Angel As,
3, 1:54.1f -’17 ($275,483)
• Sire of 5 with $100,000+ in earnings
• 80% of Starters have records
Standing at Winbak Farm of Ontario
Stud Fee: $6,500 CAD. Loyalty Discounts Available
*Information from Standardbred Canada / All information as of 12/27/17

Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!

®

Larry Drysdale, Winbak of Ontario Manager
P.O. Box 26, Caledon, Ontario, L7C 3L6
905.838.2145 / winbakcanada@bellnet.ca
www.winbakfarm.com / /
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Questioning selection of Marion Marauder as top older male trotter
at the track
By Darin Zoccali

AtTheTrack7

Every year there is debate regarding the outcome of the Dan Patch
Awards and who has taken home the hardware. Of course, 2017 was
no exception.
We can debate ad nauseum using our own opinions to help make
our case for who shouldn’t have won, who was snubbed in the yearend voting, etc. For this column, I will do my best to save my opinion
for the conclusion and list some facts for one category in particular,
Older Male Trotter of the Year.
The winner was Marion Marauder, who sported a record of three
wins, three runner-up efforts and two third-place finishes from
10 starts for earnings of $769,182. He didn’t race a great deal, but
it certainly was not a bad year. However, after Marion Marauder
won three of his first four starts, he didn’t win another race for the
remainder of 2017. In fact, his last victory came on July 15th in the
Hambletonian Maturity.
In addition, Marion Marauder’s three victories came in a leg of the
Graduate Series, the Graduate Final and the Hambletonian Maturity. All those races are restricted by age to 4-year-olds. This means
that Marion Marauder won Older Trotter of the Year without ever
winning a race against “Open” company.
Despite these facts, Marion Marauder won the award with 53.4
percent of the vote or 70 total votes.
How is that possible? Admittedly, to call 2017 a “down year” for
the older trotters would be an understatement. But, let’s list some
information on the other horses that received votes in this category to
determine if there wasn’t a more justifiable winner.
Crazy Wow received 39 votes or 29.8% of the total vote. He sported a
record of five wins, five runners-up and two third-place finishes from
17 starts. His total earnings were $687,037. His five wins consisted
of victories in the Maxie Lee Invitational, the Charlie Hill Memorial
Trot, the Cleveland Classic, the Harvey Invitational and a Breeders
Crown elimination. Unlike Marion Marauder, these five wins all
came against open stakes company. He also finished second in the
Breeders Crown Final, the Dayton Derby and the Arthur J. Cutler
Memorial. His victory in the Breeders Crown Elimination came
against, among others, Marion Marauder. Interesting.
The last candidate was Resolve, who won four races and finished
second once in 11 North American starts. He also finished second in a
heat of the Elitlopp and was third in the Elitlopp Final in Sweden. His
North American earnings were $414,332, but when factoring in his
purses earned in Sweden, his earnings were right around $500,000.
Resolve’s victories came in the Arthur Cutler Memorial, John Cashman Memorial and the Crawford Farms Trot, all against open stakes
company. He also won an Open Trot at Yonkers Raceway. He defeated
Marion Marauder in the Cashman Memorial and Crawford Farms
Trot. Also, interesting.
Let’s shift from the facts to the opinions that have been given.
The support for Marion Marauder stems from overall consistency,
including a second-place finish in the International Trot, where
the winner won by a football field, and his third-place finish in the
Breeders Crown. The argument against Resolve was that he was
very inconsistent, which is true and the fact that he tailed-off in the
second half of the year. This is where I begin to raise my eyebrow,
sure he tailed off in his last four starts, but Resolve’s last two victories
came on August 4 and August 27, both in major open stakes races.
In addition, in both those races, he beat Marion Marauder, convincingly, who again has not won a race since July 15. There is no consistency argument to be made against Crazy Wow, who hit the board in
12 of 17 starts, with five wins. In addition, Crazy Wow won races on
October 14 and October 21, so there is no “tailing-off” argument to be
made and interestingly enough, Crazy Wow defeated, among others,
Marion Marauder in the Breeders Crown Elimination on October 21.
Putting this all together, the Older Trotter of the Year is a horse
that did not win a race after July 15. All three of his victories this
season came in a five-week period and he never beat open company,
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Marion Marauder winning the July 15 Hambletonian Maturity.

in a stakes race or otherwise. Interestingly a horse owner on twitter
in support of Marion Marauder stated, “it depends on what your definition of ‘Open’ is.” For the record, an “Open” race is a race without
any restrictions, whether it be by wins, money-earned or age. Races
that restrict any horses from entering other than 4-year-olds are not
“Open.” Furthermore, both Resolve and Crazy Wow have victories
over Marion Marauder after July 15, while Marion Marauder has no
victories over Resolve or Crazy Wow for the entire season.
I have no issue with a vote for Crazy Wow or Resolve. Both sported
major victories against open company and won at different points of
the racing season. I couldn’t understand though how half the voters
cast their vote for Marion Marauder. Then I realized why.
Marion Marauder earned the most money of any older male trotter,
with one-third of his earnings coming from the International Trot
where he finished second, again, beaten by a football field. Before
voting for the Dan Patch Awards, USHWA sends out a package of
information to the voters. It includes many different items, including a list of horses, by category, sorted by earnings. It looks like this:
Aged Trotters by Earnings – 2017
Horse Name
Age Sex Gait Sts 1st 2nd 3rd Earnings Record Size
Hannelore Hanover 5 M T 17 10 5 0 1,049,129 1:49.2 M
Marion Marauder
4 H
T 10 3 3 2 769,182 1:51.2 M
Crazy Wow
5 H
T 17 5 5 2 687,037 Q 1:51.1 M
Twister Bi
5 H
T 1 1 0 0 500,000 Emoticon Hanover 4 M T 13 5 4 3 429,416 1:50.2 F
Resolve
6 H
T 11 4 1 0 414,332 1:51.4 F
2017 (F) Resolve				
2 0
1 1 77,329		
I have no doubt that voters looked at this chart and saw that the
only older trotter with more money earned than Marion Marauder
was Hannelore Hanover and that was it. A vote was cast without
realizing that Marion Marauder never beat open-company, that all
his wins came in races restricted to 4-year-olds, or that he never won
a race after July 15.
When I receive my ballot, I am 98% certain before looking at any of
the data as to who I am voting for. Just from following the sport all
year and watching the races, my opinion has been formed. I never
even considered Marion Marauder because I knew the facts that
comprised his season. If a voter had opened the other documents in
the package, which included a list of the major races and results for
2017, they would have seen that Marion Marauder never won a race
against open-company. But it is obvious that many didn’t and that is a
real problem because we owe it to the owners, trainers and the horses
to vote only when we have all the information.
I am sorry, and I know I’ve been repeating this over and over, but it
is simply impossible that a horse without a win against open-company,
who didn’t win after July 15 and who only won three races, can be
Older Trotter of the Year. It has nothing to do with Marion Marauder
himself or any of his connections. I like the horse and respect his
connections a great deal. It’s the precedent that has been set that is
a problem. In my opinion, a vote for Marion Marauder is one that is
either uninformed or based on something other than statistical facts.
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Asked & Answered
By Ryan Macedonio

@Trotcast

Pick a side with conviction
As a media guy, part of my job now is to find hills. The types of
hills that cause people to either join my crusade or rally against
it!
If you watch any type of entertainment nowadays, you want
conviction from your host! If I ask you, “Should we have year-end
awards for bettors?” you can give 10 different answers, but it had
better come with some pizzazz or I don’t want to listen.
Sadly, I think the middle ground has become a boring wasteland, a neutral zone if you will. With more people and opportunities to flood their opinions into the public eye, you have to explore
further and further to simply be heard. People fly off on these hot
takes without ever considering if it’s a hill that’s worth dying on.
Sometimes I see a topic and quickly move on. It’s not that I don’t
care about that subject, it’s just that I don’t care enough to try
and change it or to have an opinion on it. I don’t care enough if
Hannelore Hanover, Ariana G, or Manchego wins Horse of the
Year. An award voted on by 130 people won’t change my opinion
on the races and experiences I had with those horses. I’m not
going to argue semantics over how people voted and what attribute weighs more.
Will the elimination of the passing lane work and increase the
handle? I don’t care enough to argue or go into deep thoughts,
because soon enough we’ll find out the answer. I like data and
science, not theoretical and philosophy.
The first time that I look at a new topic, I just ask myself if this
is a hill worth dying on. That may be dramatic, but dedicating
more than 15 minutes to a topic or idea is committing a piece
of your life that you can’t get back. Make sure that it’s worth it!
Ask yourself if you could physically have an impact on that topic
before diving headfirst into a twitter war.
My job now is to make you commit to a side of the hill, but did
this article make you second-guess how many hills you’re willing to climb? I guess if I’m bored and can’t find a hill there are
many ways to become a catalyst for a conversation and create a
hill.
Manchego didn’t lose all year, she’s Horse of the Year! Who
cares if she did it as a 2-year-old? Billy Parker should be in the
Hall of Fame, he’s got 10,000 wins! Jeff Gural is doing what is best
for Harness Racing!
See how easy it was to create hills with conviction! Now go pick
your side while I create more controversy.

Did you ever want to know more than just the statistics of your
favorite trainers and drivers? Derick Giwner took to the backstretch to ask them some more unorthodox questions.

Driver ANDY MILLER
What is your favorite track to race at?

Meadowlands

What kind of car do you drive?

Lexus

Do you have children? How old?

Yes-- 17 & 19

Pick one: Chicken, Beef or Pasta?

Chicken

Pick one: Cake, Cookies or Candy?

Cookies

When you leave the track, are the
races still on your mind?
Sure. I try to leave it at the track when
I leave at night, but you still think
about it.

What is the longest time you’ve sat
in traffic trying to get to a track?
Probably 4 or 5 hours. It’s never fun.

Lisa Photo

Andy Miller

How often do you check the entries after the draw to see
if your horse got in or if you are listed to drive?
As soon as they come up, once, but until then a few times.

Who is your best friend on the backstretch?
My wife.

If you are going to grab a drink after the races, which
horseperson would you want to hang out with?
My wife.

Who are you watching the
Super Bowl with?
My son.

What is your favorite sport?
Team?
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Golf.

What is one thing about
you most fans/bettors don’t
know?

Derick Giwner

Devious Man made over
$1,000,000 in 2017 for Andy
& Julie Miller.

I’m a pretty open book. I like
to play golf. There really aren’t
many secrets about me.

What is one word that describes harness racing for you?
My life. It has always been my life.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Blindswitch Racing is reaching new heights for Litvinsky
jaywalking
By Jay Bergman

BergmanJay

Luck has a lot to do with the direction many take in the horse business. For David Litvinsky, it started with his very first purchase
Raque Balboa.
“We claimed the horse with John Brennan. He won his very first
start and got claimed the same night,” said Litvinsky.
That was in June of 2000 and Litvinsky, with partners and then
more recently as the proprietor of Blindswitch Racing, has continued
to grow and expand his racing interests. With a stable hovering at 30
head or better, Litvinsky has managed to move up the ladder and now
could be on the verge of a breakout of sorts in 2018.
At one time in the music business but now as head of a tech company
that handles security systems, Litvinsky has showcased a pair of
imports over the last month at The Meadowlands that could be ready
for prime time this spring when the Levy and Matchmaker series
return to Yonkers Raceway.
“When Tullow N raced the first time at Yonkers, Greg Merton
told me after the race that he was a Levy horse,” said Litvinsky. The
rugged import has done little to dispel the suggestion, with a pair of
wins in five starts while racing strictly from off of the pace.
As for the Matchmaker, it was hard to deny what we’ve seen from
Sally Fletcher A thus far. The imported daughter of American Ideal
went a wicked trip in her first Meadowlands appearance, a 1:51 4/5
victory on December 23 where she battled the high-class veteran
Windsun Glory nose-to-nose on the final turn and finally left that one
behind.
“Her race at Saratoga (December 8) was incredible. She just kept
digging in after racing first over,” said Litvinsky.
The owner suggests that it is a group effort between trainer Al
(Freddy) Annunziata, himself and some agents Down Under when it
comes to locating and procuring new talent. But Litvinsky is more
than just the money man.
“I watch a lot of races in Australia and New Zealand,” Litvinsky
said. “It’s an entirely different kind of racing and I’m always looking
for a horse that can go first over and keep fighting.”
Perhaps that’s why Litvinsky is a bit surprised with the performances of Sally Fletcher A, a winner four times in five tries since
arriving here in October. “I watched her and they told me that she was
a much better horse racing from off the pace,” said Litvinsky. “But the
drivers have put her on the front end and she’s responded.”
The importing of horses would appear to be the second phase in
the arc of success for Litvinsky’s Blindswitch Racing in the last five
years. “Blindswitch was the name of my band,” said Litvinsky of
his earlier musical efforts while well aware of its meaning of being
trapped between horses on the inside and out within a harness race.
Back in 2012 he along with trainer Jose Godinez were looking for
quality horses through the claiming game.
“We were looking for 4-year-old $40,000-50,000 claimers. It was
tough and at times you might have to pay more to get one, but the
thought was to have a good horse over time,” Litvinsky said.
In Pan From Nantucket and Ru Ready To Rock, the return on
investment was substantial. Pan From Nantucket, plucked for $62,500
in March of 2012, earned $300K for the stable between 2012-13. Ru
Ready To Rock, another 4-year-old, was claimed for $50,000 and has
since gone on to earn over $400K for the stable.
“I think the great part of those claims is how we’ve been able to race
these horses for a number of years,” said Litvinsky. Rock To Glory
and B Js Guy were added to the stable in 2013 and collectively they
have made near $900,000 since for the stable.
Texas Terror N, purchased towards the tail end of 2015, managed
to turn Litvinsky and his stable’s attention towards acquiring talent
from the southern hemisphere. The veteran has earned about
$200,000 over the last two years.

DRF Harness Weekend | 6 | December 28, 2017

“We were looking for specific horses down there,” said Litvinsky.
“I liked the rugged type but we also wanted horses that were known
bleeders and weren’t able to use Lasix.”
Litvinsky, like many that have imported horses over the last few
years, has found that many Australian/New Zealand horses can be
purchased for relatively modest sums and make instant impacts on
these shores. “I’d say we’ve spent between $60,000 and $125,000 on
these horses,” Litvinsky said. “It takes time to get them acclimated
and not all of them work out. Iammrbrightside N hasn’t lived up to
expectations.”
Litvinsky said that both Tullow N and Sally Fletcher A came
in closer to the low end of the pricing scale. He suggested that he is
currently in discussion to bring over another, perhaps more highpriced horse in the near future. A horse he says is on the same scale
as Christen Me N.
While some owners would be looking forward to see their horses
compete in rich events like the Levy and Matchmaker, Litvinsky
suggests he’ll stay away. “I think I’m bad luck when I show up at the
track,” Litvinsky said.
With a solid pipeline now developed for his importing business,
Litvinsky is taking the next and perhaps necessary step. He’s debuting www.first-over.com, an auction site where many of his own horses
will be listed. “I think it’s a great opportunity for others to be able
to purchase horses that have already become acclimated and are
racing,” said Litvinsky. “I would say in some ways it’s like flipping
property.”
Sally Fletcher A and Tullow N are listed on the site and Litvinsky
suggested that it will be open to others looking to sell horses auctionstyle. There will be reserves as well.
With quality racehorses always at a premium, the rules of finding
a good investment are similar to the housing market. Location, location, location. In this case the best location may be a website.

USHWA 3YO COLT PACER OF THE YEAR

®

HESTON BLUE CHIP
p, 2, 1:50.4f; 3, 1:48f ($1,781,881)
American Ideal-Shot Togo Bluechip-Cam’s Card Shark
• Winner of Breeders Crown beating Sweet Lou
• First crop averaged $39,667 at 2017 Lexington
Standing at Winbak of NY for $5,000
Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Noelle Duspiva, Winbak of NY Manager
845.778.5421 / stallions@winbakfarm.com
www.winbakfarm.com / /
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Unheralded names that deserve your attention
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner

@harnesseyeguy

With only a few days remaining we say goodbye to some familiar
equine faces that have helped us cash at the windows and honor a
couple more which don’t get daily recognition but certainly deserve
the spotlight for at least one day.
Amazingly two of the top 10 horses in the win column this year are
14 years old. Both Grecale AS and Saint William A entered action on
Thursday (12/28) with 17 victories in their final seasons on the track.
Grecale AS, a gelded son of Sugarcane Hanover out of Tenkara, was
bred in Italy. He calls it a career, as all standardbreds do at 15 years of
age, with 299 starts to his record and 59 wins, the last of which came
in the fifth race on Wednesday at Monticello Raceway. Don Hoover,
who claimed Grecale AS twice in 2016, owns and trains the career
winner of $394,639.
Saint William A will try to match Grecale AS when he attempts to
go out a winner in the seventh race on Thursday at Monticello as the
5-2 morning line favorite [Editor’s Note: After challenging for the lead
he finished fourth]. Bred in Australia, the son of Presidential Ball
out of La Saint has amassed 64 wins thus far in 320 career starts and
earnings of $763,664. He has been in the Kimberley Asher barn since
arriving in North America in 2010 and was able to win more races in
2017 than his previous four seasons combined (12).
While she still has another year before calling it quits, 13-year-old
Quicksilvercandy A, another charge from the Asher barn, is tied with
Safe From Terror for the most wins in 2017. An Australian bred mare
by Bad Bert, Quicksilvercandy A has won 22 races in 47 starts for
$113,694 this year. The number of victories eclipses the 21 wins she
accumulated over her previous seven years on the track.
They may be senior citizens in the eyes of the racing world, but when
13 and 14-year-olds can win at the rate of Grecale AS, Saint William A
and Quicksilvercandy A have in 2017, it certainly makes you wonder
if exceptions to the mandatory retirement age should be enacted.
Moving back to Safe From Terror, perhaps the best horse in training
that few people have ever heard of. The 5-year-old daughter of Western Terror-In A Safe Place, a half-sister to the ageless $7.55 million
earner Foiled Again, has won 22 times in 35 starts this year while
earning $239,630. Even better, she owns a 105-47-13-15 career record
and is just over $100,000 from becoming a millionaire. On Friday at
Dayton Raceway she’ll get the opportunity to win her 23rd race of the
year when she starts from post 9 as the 5-2 morning line favorite in an
$18,500 Open Handicap, race 12 on the program.

More notable under the radar performances from 2017
Strawberry Hanover (filly, Donato Hanover) trotted the fastest mile
by a 2-year-old with a 1:52 2/5 clocking in a qualifier at the Red Mile.

Geri Schwarz (above) / Chris Gooden (below)

Grecale AS (above) won the final start of his career at Monticello
Raceway on Wednesday, December 27. Safe From Terror (below)
is tied for the most wins in 2017 with 22.

Hayden Hanover (colt, Somebeachsomewhere) tied Dan Patch
award winner Youaremycandygirl as the fastest 2-year-old pacer
with a 1:50 mile
Have you heard of Carmensdaleyapple? He led all 3-year-old pacers
in wins with 16 from 17 starts on the Ohio fair circuit.
Two-year-old gelded pacer Fox Valley Gemini went undefeated in
nine starts in Illinois during 2017 with a mark of 1:52 2/5. Racing in
Maine, Hoppi also was unblemished in nine starts during his freshman campaign.
Finally, we leave you with the king of the Maritimes. Pappy Go Go,
a 3-year-old gelding, won all of his 13 starts this year while mostly
racing at Charlottetown. His 1:59 1/5 career best win time may not
scare away the competition, but who can argue with perfection?
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‘EYE’ on the Meadowlands
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Gingras named Driver of the Year; Hanover the top Breeder
In a year when he drove the horses ranking 1-2-3 in the final
Hambletonian Society/Breeders Crown poll and made a sweep of the
female trotter divisional honors while contributing almost a quarter
of his $12.9 million in seasonal sulky earnings, Yannick Gingras was
selected Driver of the Year in balloting conducted among the U.S.
Harness Writers Association, the sport’s leading media organization.
One of this awesome distaff threesome benefiting from Gingras’
driving talents was older trotting mare champion Hannelore Hanover,
whose dam, High Sobriety, earned honors as Trotting Broodmare of
the Year. And that mother-daughter connection certainly factored
into Hanover Shoe Farms being picked as Breeder of the Year.
Hanover Shoe Farms bred Hannelore Hanover, but perhaps just as
importantly they set a single-season record for the earnings of the
produce of one nursery, with $31.3 million registered into the last
days of the season.
Yannick Gingras has earned the respect of the leading horsemen of
this era to the extent that he is principal catch-driver for most of the
top stakes performers trained by both Ron Burke and Jimmy Takter,
the “friendly rivals” almost always battling for No. 1 bragging rights
in the sport.
For Burke, Gingras guided the above-mentioned Hannelore
Hanover, and for Takter, he steered 3-year-old Ariana G (a repeat
divisional champion) and the undefeated 2-year-old Manchego. The
group won 15 $100,000-plus stakes among themselves, and each won
her respective Breeders Crown, with the three Crowns for Gingras
putting him at the top of the 2017 table.
But it wasn’t all just going out there with the best horse and winning
as expected for Gingras in 2017; he drove Filibuster Hanover, who
going into the Little Brown Jug final was 2-for-13 on the season, and
they combined to upset the “hometown favorite” 1-2 punch of Downbytheseaside and Fear The Dragon.
In total, Gingras won 33 stakes races worth $100,000 or more in 2017.
Before Hannelore Hanover made the spotlight, if someone had told
you that High Sobriety would be in contention for the Trotting Broodmare of the Year award, you might have good reason to question that
person’s sobriety. She had won once in a two-year racing career, and
her first three foals had earned a combined total of $65,000. But then

along came Hannelore
Hanover,
who
added
10 wins, more than $1
million in earnings, and
the second-fastest trotting
mile in history -- a 1:49
2/5 win at Lexington -- to
her already sizable accomplishments, and the glory
of her campaign, where
she defeated the boys on
several occasions, brought
honors to High Sobriety.
Hanover Shoe Farms
is usually among the top
names
considered
for
Breeder of the Year honors
and that only makes sense,
for they have led the list of
Derick Giwner
money-winning graduates Horses driven by Yannick Gingras
for each of the 69 years that earned over $12.9 million.
the USTA has been keeping that record. Along the way, there of course have been many, many
champions bred by Hanover, with Hannelore Hanover joining the
very highest of those ranks this year.
But the signal accomplishment of Hanover’s 2017 was the $31
million-plus intake by graduates of the farm. This broke the old
record of $30.4 million which Hanover set in 2015, with that one breaking the old record set by Hanover in 2014.
Hanover aggressively replenishes and adds to its breeding stock
year after year, and the results speak for themselves.
Yannick Gingras and Hanover Shoe Farms (as Breeder of the Year
and as owner of the Trotting Broodmare of the Year, High Sobriety) will be honored at the upcoming Dan Patch Awards banquet,
to be held on Sunday (Feb. 25) at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort in
Orlando, Fla.
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville,
Walner
Multiple
placement
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
and top pacing events like the North America
Cup and Meadowlands Pace is a dream come
true.
“I did have American Jewel and Heston Blue
Chip at 2,” said Tetrick, recalling the top filly
pacer and colt, respectively. “They were both
really good and ended up being really good at
3, but these are my top two that I’ve had so far.”
Tetrick is no stranger to driving champion 2-year-old colt pacers. In 2012 he guided

discounts available

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
Huntsville may have a way to go before being
mentioned in conversations with Captaintreacherous, but for Tetrick, he’s on the right
path.
“He’s close,” said Tetrick on how Huntsville compares to Captaintreacherous. “You
can’t knock Captain because he won everything. This horse hasn’t done it yet in his early

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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