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Survivor wager proving to be a churn killer
Meadowlands Pool Totals

AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali

Pick 9/10

@AtTheTrack7

Thursday 12/7: $10,315

On Thursday at The Meadowlands there
will be no guarantees placed on any of their
multi-race exotic wagers other than the
Survivor Pool. Obviously, this is a reaction
to the performance of those pools last week,
in which the Early Pick Four ($19,666) and
the Late Pick Four ($35,285) both missed
their respective guarantees of $25,000 and
$40,000.
I’m not about to bash The Meadowlands
for missing guarantees as I have been guilty
of over-estimating the anticipated performance of certain guaranteed pools at The
Meadowlands before. It is far from an exact
science and the result doesn’t always make
sense. My concern is the impact the Survivor Pool is having on these multi-race exotic
pools and the total handle throughout the
program.
For example, The Meadowlands raced
six Thursday programs earlier this year
between January 26th and March 9th
(February 9th was cancelled). On those six
nights the average Pick 5 pool was $39,067,
the Early Pick 4 was $37,279 and the Late Pick
4 was $44,524. I am certainly not advocating an impulsive reaction off just one night

Friday 12/8: $16,849
Saturday 12/9: $16,749

Pick 5
Thursday 12/7: $26,851
Friday 12/8: $129,789 ($17,117 Carryover)
Saturday 12/9: $43,455

Early Pick 4
Thursday 12/7: $19,666
Friday 12/8: $49,963
Saturday 12/9: $34,048

Late Pick 4
Thursday 12/7: $35,285
Friday 12/8: $61,313
Saturday 12/9: $59,553
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Reach the Harness community by advertising in

Weekend

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2016

DRF HARNESS HOME

DRF BETS

Featured Tracks

Weekend
R 28,
FRIDAY, OCTOBE

2016

DRF BETS

SS HOME
DRF HARNE

Featured Tracks
(FRI)
Meadowlands
Mohawk (FRI)

(SAT)
Meadowlands

Analysis PPs
Analysis PPs
Analysis PPs

HARNESS PPS

SS EYE
DIGITAL HARNE

ENTRIES

SS LIVE
DRF HARNE

ON
CROWN EDITI
BREEDERS
EXPANDED

ick-driven
lner
t for Tim Tetr
Sky is the limi starters Huntsville, Wa
wn
Breeders Cro
By Derick Giwner

was on
Tim Tetrick
to 2013 driver
Horses under
From 2007
s Racing world.
during
Mohawk (SAT)
$120 million earntop of the Harnes
earned over
a in
Analysis PPs
his control he led North Americ
been
as
Yonkers (SAT)
Tetrick has two
that span
season. While
Analysis PPs
the last
ings in each top of the heap for
-old has
the
Yonkers (SUN)
the 35-year
replaced at
k Gingras,
Huntsville
PPS
Analysis
years by Yannic wer in the form of
FREE
Get
back to the
renewed horsepo could vault him
that
and Walner
Gingras
line.
83 behind
Top Stories
front of the
sitting $1,074,1
in 2016, Tetrick
Although
oard
s leaderb
0 Breeders
on the earning to win the $600,00 trot and
n: Walner brings MORE
Jay Bergma
READ
will be odds-onfor colts on both the y night.
first Crown
memories of
on Saturda
Crown events
2-year-old
Meadowlands
to win a
Derick Giwner
pace at The he has the co-fastest
17 chances
with
tied
ille
Burke with
a 1:49 mark
ille as they
In Huntsv
Final READ MORE
, sharing
finalist
with a
guided Huntsv
Breeders Crown
pacer of all-time and fellow Crown , Walner
old pacers
Tim Tetrick
for 2-year(2011)
has you covered
be outdone
Sweet Lou
,
a world record Red Mile.
side. Not to
in history
HARNESS LIVE! real-time analysis
the
Downbythesearookie trotting colt
&
1:49 win at
Mile
10 starts and
with live video Crown READ MORE
at the Red
is the fastest
to 8 wins in
in 1:51 3/5
came
s
timer
Breeder
treacherous
s. The duo
for the
stopping the
$2
al Captain million in earning
.
with over
$1
with the potenti
Wiggle It Jiggleit
in early October
2-year-old
enal. nearly 3 to dominate the division 0 record.
Always B Miki,
phenom
Page 5
at
is
have one top
16-13-2a
year
back
To
Final,
g
Crown
earnings and way to go before being
te the followin opportunity to drive
meet in epic
million in
to domina
Made
Captaintmay have a
gly have the for the Hambletonian
Huntsville
ations with the right
Trixton/Taylor
To seemin
a
Page 6
Darin Zoccali:
book favorite the North Americ
ed in convers
, he’s on
the winter
game-changer,
come mentionous, but for Tetrick
events like
deal could be
reacher
and top pacing lands Pace is a dream
the
Huntsturn
to
how
Meadow
on
looks
ch
path.
Cup and
“You
said Tetrick
8
Darlinonthebea
Heston Blue
“He’s close,” to Captaintreacherous.everyCountry, Page
true.
an Jewel and
filly
he won
tables on Pure
have Americ , recalling the top
compares
did
ville
“I
because
‘Super’
Captain
in his early
were both
said Tetrick
in store for
done it yet
can’t knock
Chip at 2,”
ively. “They
good at
Big Crown night page 9
horse hasn’t
colt, respect
pacer and
Big M,
up being really so far.” thing. This
ON PAGE 3
and ended
Brett at the
had
CONTINUED
s
really good
two that I’ve
chamare my top
Entries & Analysi12
3, but these no stranger to driving guided
10,
Breeders Crown
In 2012 he
Zoccali, Pages
Tetrick is
by Giwner and
ld colt pacers.
pion 2-year-o
selections,
Analysis PPs

s Crown
Insider Breeder
Pages 13, 14

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

5 $125

5

Meadowlands (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Meadowlands (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SUN)

Analysis PPs

Get
Analysis
FREE
PPS

HARNESS PPS

DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

ENTRIES

DRF HARNESS LIVE

EXPANDED BREEDERS CROWN EDITION

Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Top Stories

Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE
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with live
video & real-time
analysis Form, LLC - 708 3rd Ave, 12th Floor, NY, NY 10017
© 2017
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Racing
for the Breeders Crown
READ MORE

Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5
Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

It’s Time to Breed for

Hoosier Horsepower!
It’s no coincidence that in 2017,
3 Breeders Crown Champions
are Indiana-sired horses.
Don’t you think it’s time
to take your program
to the next level?
Program offers:
HANNELORE
HANOVER

• Over $14 million
annually in purses.

2-time Breeders Crown
Champion
Current world record holder
for fastest mile
trotted by a mare: 1:49 2/5
Photo by Dean Gillette

• Lucrative Sire Stakes over $8 million
in purses.
La
• Late-closing
series.
• Overnight racing
opportunities.
• Indiana-sired
fair circuit
program.

Make it easy!

If your horse is Indiana-sired, you’re already in our Sire Stakes program.
There are no sustaining payments - just one easy nomination payment
each year you’re going to race.

in.gov/hrc/sb.htm
IndianaStandardbred

@INStandardbred

@INhorseracing

Bettors need money in their pockets to continue wagering
CONTINUED from page 1

of racing, but the decreases from those averages to what we saw
last Thursday is striking. On average, the six Thursdays earlier
this year saw $120,970 wagered into those three pools compared to
$81,802 last week, which is a 33% decrease. The comparison is similar as all the Thursday programs earlier in the year consisted of nine
races, with the overlap of the two pick four wagers. The difference
was the Survivor Wager, which handled $10,315 last week.
Additionally, this past Saturday saw a combined $137,056 wagered
on the Pick 4 and Pick 5 pools while the same Saturday last year saw
$164,614, a decrease of 17%.
In my opinion there are a couple of factors contributing to these
declines. First, I do believe there has been cannibalization of the
other pools by the Survivor Wager. Beyond that, because the Survivor pool pays-out after the 10th race, the money in the pool is held-up
until that point. Therefore, if there is money that has moved from the
Pick 5 and Early Pick 4 pools, which would have been paid out after
races five and six last year, that money is now not able to be churned
at all, given how late in the card it gets paid out and of course on many
nights, it goes to just one person.
Is there a lure to winning a big jackpot every race night? Certainly.
But the impact the bet is having beyond its jackpot appeal is a negative. Some of that impact is as follows:
1) Negatively affecting the performance of other pools by both
cannibalization and the moving of the other pools to unfamiliar
places on the racing program.
2) Survivor handle is held for virtually the entire card, whereas if
that money was spent on more churn-able/winnable wagers, it would
cycle through the tote system and produce better handle performance. If a person comes to the racetrack with $200 and plays $50 of
that in the Survivor Wager, that money is gone for almost the entire
duration of the racing card, meaning he can only churn $150 instead
of $200. This adds up and has an impact.
3) A player could, in theory, have seven consecutive winners and
receive nothing, which is frustrating.
Furthermore, something that I found out the hard way on Hambletonian Day 2015 is also taking place; there are simply too many
wagers. The Meadowlands now has a Pick 9/10, a Pick 5, two Pick 4
wagers and two Jackpot Super High-Five wagers. They now feature
six wagers that are either extremely difficult to hit or hold handle for
an extended period of time. Both of those issues impact churn and
thus impact handle.
I don’t believe there is any way to have the Survivor wager and
correct many of the issues listed above. I do think one item can be
addressed; the concept of having a string of many winners and the
player having nothing to show for it.
A change I would like to see made to the Survivor Wager would be
to pay out on the three longest strings of winners in the sequence of
wagers. An example:

multiple combinations of six and seven winners depending on how
the ticket is structured. But at least the players who get knocked out
near the end are getting something in return. After all, even Pick 6
pools pay out on five of six whether or not anybody has six correct.
It doesn’t solve the problem of reducing churn on that night, but at
least you are putting some money back in more than one person’s
pocket, while the person with the most winners is still getting a
substantial payday.
I believe there needs to be some kind of change made. The Survivor wager hasn’t shown any substantial growth while the other
pools are clearly suffering. In addition to the suggestion above on
a change to the Survivor wager itself, I think The Meadowlands
should look into eliminating the Early Pick 4 on Thursday nights,
especially with nine races carded, and if the track is committed to
this Survivor Wager, perhaps the Early Pick 4 should be eliminated
all-together.
I think as it stands right now, there is simply too much money
being held in the tote system for too long and not being returned
to the players so they can churn their money. The final two pieces
of evidence to that point is that for the first time since June 28,
2012, The Meadowlands did not handle $1 Million last Thursday
night, which enforces my logic that too much money is unable to be
churned on a nine-race program. Finally, last Thursday Woodbine
also ran a standardbred program. Their Pick 5 pool beginning in
race one was $80,115, the Early Pick 4 pool was $62,806 and the Late
Pick 4 was $50,028. That is $192,949 on those three pools compared to
$81,802 on the same three pools at The Meadowlands. The Woodbine
Pick 5 handled as much as the Pick 5, Early Pick 4 and Late Pick 4 at
The Meadowlands combined and for the first time that I can remember on a non-North America Cup/Breeders Crown card, Woodbine
handled more on their racing program than The Meadowlands, 40
percent more. That is shocking and speaks to the point that some
changes to the present wagering format at The Meadowlands would
be beneficial.

US HORSE OF THE YEAR
®

Scenario: One winner has eight (8) consecutive winners.

1) 70% of the pool to the ticket with eight (8) consecutive winners.
2) 20% of the pool to the tickets with seven (7) consecutive
winners.
3) 10% of the pool to the tickets with six (6) consecutive winners.
For purposes of showing the impact, let’s say there are eight tickets
with seven consecutive winners and 24 tickets with six consecutive
winners in the pool with $22,000 wagered.

After the 15% takeout, there is $18,700 paid out as follows:
1) $13,090 to the ticket with eight (8) consecutive winners.
a. One Winner gets $13,090
2) $3,740 to the tickets with seven (7) consecutive winners.
a. Eight winners get $467.50 each
3) $1,870 to the tickets with six (6) consecutive winners.
a. 24 winners get $77.92

Of course, the ticket with eight consecutive winners would also
have seven and six consecutive winners and could conceivably have
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ROCK N ROLL HEAVEN

p, 2, 1:50.2; 3, 1:47.3 ($2,748,818)
Rocknroll Hanover-Artistic Vision-Artsplace
• Living Harness Racing Hall of Fame Inductee
• Sire of Breeders Crown Winner, Blazin Britches
• Sire of Matron Winner, Springsteen
Standing at Winbak of NY for $5,500
Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Noelle Duspiva, Winbak of NY Manager
845.778.5421 / stallions@winbakfarm.com
www.winbakfarm.com / /

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Undefeated Manchego gets my vote as 2017 Horse of the Year
jaywalking
By Jay Bergman

BergmanJay

With voting season upon us, the battle for overall Horse of the
Year has taken shape and opinion polls have been finalized. While
we respect all of those who have taken the time to compile a weekly
summary of the top 10 horses in the sport, there’s a belief that such a
group cannot possibly speak for all.
I look out at the candidates, all three trotters from different age
groups and can’t help but see one with a perfect scorecard and others
with impressive credentials that may or may not outweigh the competition.
In Hannelore Hanover it is hard not to recognize a conquest versus
male competition that saw her easily put away the best the sport on
these shores had to offer in the Maple Leaf Trot and Breeders Crown.
Her late-season sizzle also accounted for a 1:49 2/5 season’s best world
record performance that may mean something, but is hard to quantify when given the 53 and change half that set it up.
While Hannelore Hanover had 10 impressive victories this year,
she also had seven losses and that’s where I find issue with her overall body of work. Most of Hannelore Hanover’s defeats came when
she appeared poised for victory but just didn’t have it. On Hambletonian Day things worked out perfectly from a fraction standpoint
but she did not finish. In the Spirit of Massachusetts at Plainridge,
a contested pace appeared to set her up for a win but she again fell
short. Hannelore probably did better versus male competition as a
majority of her defeats came against mares.
There’s another factor in my mind that makes Hannelore Hanover’s
accomplishments let’s say a little less sensational. That is that this
year’s crop of aged performers left an awful lot to be desired. There
were an abundance of “good” trotters racing under the guise of invitational performers, but the power of the 2016 Resolve was gone and the
solid group that chased him then had been reduced by father time or
other ailments that kept them on the sidelines or at sub-perfect condition.
The argument has been made for the standout filly Ariana G with
her dominance against a solid sophomore trotting class. I feel the
argument could have been punctuated had she been successful in
vanquishing male competition this year. To me the tools were in place
and the quality of the male side suggested vulnerability, but the day
did not come for Ariana G to get over that hump. Bad draw aside in
the Beal, she did not bring her “A” game and it cost her what I believe
would have been a signature victory.
Going 12 for 15 as a sophomore as Ariana G did is impressive most
certainly, but that’s hitting at 80 percent efficiency and a little below
par when compared to her 2-year-old stablemate Manchego.
While some may look to aged performers and give them extra credit
for their accomplishments, it’s hard for me to think it’s any easier to
develop and race a juvenile trotter and go through an entire racing
season without a blemish. So much can happen in the first year of
racing with a young horse that could upon meeting certain elements
and conditions for the first time be prone to some form of mishap.
Dodging bullets is a major part of any 2-year-old campaign and
Manchego’s appeared to have a few where she was hardly relaxed.
Corrections came at the hands of Hall of Famer Jimmy Takter and
Manchego remained perfect and by years end was able to draw
away from her closest competitor at the time, Phaetosive, a filly with
extraordinary credentials.
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Manchego went undefeated in 12 starts this year.

Derick Giwner

It was an incredible year for the female side of the trotting ledger
and it is certainly possible that the collision of these three in year-end
balloting could produce a Horse of the Year from the pacing side of the
ledger. Of course, there would need to be a single pacer deserving and
one would be hard to find.
For Manchego, named after a Spanish cheese, had no holes in her
game this year quite unlike her namesake. She’s a Muscle Hill filly with
an exceptional gait and a high cruising speed. She was the dominant
2-year-old trotter of either sex and may prove up to the task of meeting
and defeating male competition if given the opportunity next year.
In 2017, Manchego gets my vote for Horse of the Year.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Wiggle It Jiggleit on the
verge of a return to racing
By Derick Giwner
What were you doing on October 28, 2016?
All harness racing fans were watching the Breeders Crown at The
Meadowlands as Always B Miki and Wiggle It Jiggleit did battle for
the final time. Always B Miki went on to win the TVG Final two weeks
later before retiring to stallion duty as Horse of the Year. Wiggle It
Jiggleit hasn’t been seen since.
That long 14-month absence for Wiggle It Jiggleit is on the verge of
coming to an end. Owner George Teague, Jr. confirmed on Wednesday (12/13) that perhaps the most popular horse in the sport at this
time last year would be qualifying within the next few weeks.
“He’s ready to qualify any time I want,” said Teague, who mentioned
either the final Saturday in December (12/30) at The Meadowlands or
first Wednesday of January (1/3) at Dover Downs as possible dates.
“Right now he is as sound as I’ve ever seen him and I’m anxious about
him coming back.”
A career winner of $3,907,557, Wiggle It Jiggleit missed all of 2017
due to a lingering back issue that has plagued the gelding his entire
career. He was training down with intent to debut in June of 2017 but
that plan was halted. His comeback began back in September when he
started training with slow miles in the 2:40 range and was swimming
to maintain fitness.
Teague
admitted
that he could have
brought his star back
earlier but didn’t want
to throw him to the
wolves after missing
so much racing action.
“I didn’t want to start
him versus the best
in the country with
no foundation,” said
Teague.
The
plan
going
forward is for Wiggle
Nikki Sherman It Jiggleit to qualify
Wiggle It Jiggleit’s last race was a loss
three to four times
to Always B Miki in the 2016 Breeders
before looking to start
Crown at The Meadowlands.
in a pari-mutuel race
near the end of January or beginning of
February. The main issue for Teague could be finding opportunities
for Wiggle It Jiggleit to race at a time during the year when there are
fewer tracks and only a handful of upper-level pacers in action. With
the George Morton Levy series at Yonkers Raceway starting March
17 under serious consideration, Teague will only need about two to
three starts from late January until early March to keep the soon to
be 6-year-old sharp.
“I’d like to make sure I’m on the right path and know by early
February that he will stay sound with a heavy workload before stakes
payments are required,” said Teague, who added that he keeping his
fingers crossed. “Anything can happen, just like a football player can
make a bad cut and wind up with a torn muscle. Right now he is as
sound as I’ve ever seen him. He still makes me go ‘wow’ when training. I’m looking forward to his return more than ever.”
One certainty is that Teague won’t send Wiggle It Jiggleit to the
track unless he is 100%. He is firmly against doing anything to tarnish
the reputation of the son of Mr Wiggles. With a stellar record of 51-3810-2, a lifetime mark of 1:47 2/5, and a scroll of stakes wins that include
the Max Hempt, Meadowlands Pace, Little Brown Jug and Canadian
Pacing Derby, few horses have the résumé of Wiggle It Jiggleit.
“He is one of the greatest horses in recent history. I won’t race him
if he even loses a step or two,” said Teague.
With the holiday season upon us, what greater gift could fans of the
sport receive than a return to the track of Wiggle It Jiggleit?
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Did you ever want to know more than just the statistics of your
favorite trainers and drivers? Derick Giwner took to the backstretch to ask them some more unorthodox questions.

Driver Corey Callahan
What is your favorite track to race at?

Meadowlands.

What kind of car do you drive?

Nissan Maxima

Do you have children? How old?

Yes-- 7, 4, 8 mo.

Pick one: Chicken, Beef or Pasta?

Chicken

Pick one: Cake, Cookies or Candy?

Cookies

When you leave the track, are the races
still on your mind?
Some nights yes, some nights no.

What is the longest time you’ve sat in traffic
trying to get to a track?
Any time I go to Yonkers. I don’t even know what the time would
be; probably four hours. It should take two.

How often do you check the entries after the draw to see
if your horse got in or if you are listed to drive?
It’s almost like an addiction. After the draw is done you just keep
hitting refresh, refresh, refresh to find out what is going on.

Who is your best friend on the backstretch?
I guess up at The Meadowlands Yannick (Gingras) and I are
pretty close; also Andrew McCarthy.

If you are going to grab a drink after the races, which
horseperson would you want to hang out with?
Andrew and I like the same type of beer, we like the IPAs.

Who are you watching the Super Bowl with?
My family and friends.

What is your favorite sport?
Team?
Ice Hockey – Washington Capitals

What is one thing about you most fans/bettors don’t
know?
That I’d rather be at home than at the racetrack.

What is one word that describes harness racing for you?
Love. Love of the sport. I’m very fortunate to be able to show up
at a job I really like doing. Even though I’d rather be home, that
is because I’d like to spend more time with my family; we are on
the road a lot. I do love the sport and hopefully it will continue
to flourish.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Winter at The Meadowlands not in the cards for Simon Allard?

Simon Allard has been having some fun on the track including looking back for the field after winning with Springsteen.

By Jay Bergman
Simon Allard has been having success at The Meadowlands this
fall but the driver didn’t seem to have himself positioned to hang
around East Rutherford through this winter. “I really haven’t made
up my mind yet,” said Allard.
Allard got some notice this year and has caused some social media
tidal waves with his Superman outfit riding Herve Filion-style after
his Ben Franklin win in July. More recently he set off a Facebook
frenzy when he apparently seemed to take a shot at Meadowlands
management when Springsteen captured a Governors Cup elimination.
“I think racing can get kind of boring,” Allard said while contemplating his next steps. “I just like to have fun out there. When I’m
down at Chester (Harrah’s Philadelphia) and I walk in and see Tim
(Tetrick) and David (Miller), I always pass them and tell them that
I’m better than they are. It may not be true but I have the confidence
to believe in myself.”
Allard’s confidence and mounts have led him to over $4.3 million in
purse earnings this year, the best of his career. “I’ve raced primarily
at Pocono and Chester and I’ll be back next year,” said Allard. In the
interim the driver expects to perhaps take a little time off to rest and
relax around family either in Quebec or Florida, or perhaps both.
“I’ll definitely be in the Miami Valley Driving Challenge,” Allard
said about the January 7 to 9 event. “Maybe if I win the $10,000 first
prize I’ll be able to pay some bills and take more time off.”
Realistically, Allard is looking for a place to land that offers a
steady racing schedule and that may in fact wind up being Miami
Valley. “My daughter lives in Delaware (Ohio) and I would like to be
close to her,” Allard said.
As for racing at The Meadowlands, Allard’s antics have raised the
eyebrows of more than just the social media crowd. He was recently
asked to play down his in-race behavior following his most recent
exhibition this past Saturday.
“It was a boring race,” said Allard of the first race on the snow-filled
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Lisa Photo

card that scratched down to just four horses. Allard’s horse, the 4-5
favorite Show Me Up, drew off from the competition and Allard felt
the need to add some color to the line-up race. “I leaned back with my
arm behind my neck like I was getting a tan,” said Allard, who admitted that he’s been working on some other impromptu performances.
While the Meadowlands may not be his winter calling, Allard does
like racing on the big track. “I’d prefer to race on the big track. If you
have a horse with speed you can get in position to win. When you race
on the five-eighths and someone gets to the three quarters in 1:21,
there’s no way to catch them,” Allard said.
Allard’s colorful personality goes well back to when he was in
Toronto as a groom and was very close to Anthony MacDonald’s
family. “I was just a groom back then and it wasn’t until I was 23
(years old) that I got my license, but I always talked that I was going to
be a great driver with my buddies. They called me the French Phenom
before I ever started driving,” said Allard, with an obvious sense of
humor and self.
From 2017 Allard will always recall his biggest racetrack moment
when he guided Keystone Velocity to victory in the Ben Franklin. “It
was a big thing to have Herve Filion’s family there that night. He had
just died and I wanted to do something to honor his memory,” said
Allard of his post-race stand-in-the-sulky performance. “Brandon
(Filion) is one of my closest friends and it was very special celebrating
that weekend.”
While many have questioned the lackluster performance of Springsteen in the Governor’s Cup final, Allard, his driver, was more critical of his drive.
“Looking back, I drove him like it didn’t matter where we were positioned and that he could just go by everyone after coming home in 25
and change,” Allard said. “I probably should have been more aggressive with him and come up first over.”
Allard is hoping that Springsteen returns next year and according to the driver the soon-to-be sophomore had a chip taken out of an
ankle following the Governor’s Cup. “I think he was raced smart as a
2-year-old and should come back even better next year,” said Allard,
who figures to be a driving force again on the national scene in 2018.
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Tracks setting schedules for 2018
A number of racetracks have announced racing schedules over
the past couple of weeks. Below is a brief recap of what has been
announced for the coming year.

Track

2018 Dates

Some Key Races

Northfield Park
1/1 - 12/30
$200k Battle Lake Erie
				$400k Milstein Mem.
1/1 - 5/30 (Fall dates not announced)
Pompano Park
1/2 - 12/29
$500k Adios
The Meadows
Monticello
1/2 - 12/31
Freehold Raceway 1/4 - 5/26
9/1 - 12/29
The Meadowlands 1/5 - 8/4
$1mm Hambletonian
10/12 - 12/29	Meadowlands Pace
Hawthorne
1/5 - 2/19
5/4 - 9/24
Miami Valley
1/5 - 5/7
$100k Miami Distaff
Dover Downs
1/5 - 3/31 (Fall dates not announced)
1/5 - 5/5
Cal Expo
1/7 - 5/26
$200k Added Levy Mem.
Yonkers Raceway
6/8 - 12/17,27 $1mm International Trot
Buffalo Raceway
1/12 - 7/21
Saratoga Raceway 2/18 - 12/16 $260k Gerrity Mem.
3/30 - 11/10 $300k Dan Patch
Hoosier Park
Delaware Co. Fair 9/16 - 9/20	Little Brown Jug
Plainridge Park	April 2018	Spirit of Massachusetts
Scioto Downs	May 2018
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Asked & Answered
By Ryan Macedonio

@Trotcast

Self promotion can take us a long way
Darin Zoccali recently wrote about education, communication and information for horsemen, and frankly everyone in this
industry. I agree that we need more of it, so here’s my part on an
issue that I deal with every day which really grinds my gears.
Self Promotion! I’m not talking about me. I do plenty of shameless self promotion. I’m referring to you! The person reading this
article has an interest in this sport, so therefore you should have
in interest in the future.
Paul Heyman famously said that you need two things for a
successful product – content and distribution. Well, we have
plenty of content, and guess what, we actually have the means
for free distribution! That’s right, FREE, as in zilch, zero, nada!
That’s what it costs us to get our product out there for new fans to
absorb all across the world. So here’s how we do it. All you have
to do is one teeny, tiny, itsy, bitsy little thing. You ready? When
you’re on Facebook and Twitter, hit the SHARE or RETWEET
button on a piece of content you see. Seems simple enough, right?
Facebook and Twitter thrive off of “viral” content. They have
set up and instituted these algorithms to keep that content in
your news feed so that it keeps getting distributed over and over,
therefore becoming more popular. They figure out which content
goes viral by the number of organic shares, likes, and retweets.
The content that gets passed over without any engagements or
shares gets shuffled away and you never see it after 24 hours.
Here’s my challenge to you:
Pick TWO pieces of content each day, once in the morning and
evening, and simply share or retweet it. Tell your friends to share
it as well; 100 shares is plenty for the algorithms to beep, beep,
beep and realize that this content is popular. Go look at some of
your favorite TV shows or sports teams’ Facebook pages and look
at the video views vs. shares. It doesn’t cost you anything either.
Completely free! It helps our sport grow, which is what we all
want in the end. Your Facebook page isn’t some hallowed ground
that needs security clearance and a content filter, so share away
because you can do it an unlimited amount of times.
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