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Searching for the next great sire to come
along has been a passion for many in the
breeding industry for decades. The correlation
of impeccable performance on the racetrack to
true superstardom in the breeding shed is not
as exact a science as we’d like to believe.
That is with the notable exception of Somebeachsomewhere. The last great racehorse of
the current generation has managed to wipe
away the remnants of the stallion career of
Niatross, the greatest horse from my generation. Somebeachsomewhere’s performances
on the racetrack were as epic if not more so
than Niatross. The two can’t be compared
in any way when it comes to stallion careers
since in Somebeachsomewhere’s brief career
he has been as dominant and consistent. He
has provided the star power we were looking for from the outset and in 2017 once again
laid the foundation for future generations as
pacers Downbytheseaside and Huntsville left
their collective marks on the racetrack and
almost immediately found themselves with
a full book of mares to greet them in 2018’s
breeding season.
The hopes that either of those two will turn
out like their daddy are high.
What Huntsville and Downbytheseaside

Dean Gillette

Somebeachsomewhere’s son Downbytheseaside makes his stallion debut in 2018.

may not have this year is competition from
Somebeachsomewhere for pacing mares.
Somebeachsomewhere is currently undergoing chemotherapy and while the entire standardbred world prays for a complete recovery,
the timetable for a return to full health, let
alone a return to his stallion career, is impossible to know.
The two new sons of Somebeachsomewhere
that will embark on their stallion careers
in 2018 are not the first sons of Somebeachsomewhere to enter the arena. So Surreal, a
sub-1:50 performer as a juvenile, retired from
racing due to injury and got the jump on the
others. His first crop raced in New York in 2017
with limited success.
Captaintreacherous, regarded as the best
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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son of Somebeachsomewhere, will see his foals tested in 2018. He is
certainly the clear favorite to follow more closely in his father’s hoof
steps for a few historical reasons.
Somebeachsomewhere was the best and richest son of his sire
Mach Three, who in turn was the best and richest from his sire Matts
Scooter. Matts Scooter was also the best and richest horse from his
sire Direct Scooter.
While those connections may seem to make Captaintreacherous’
success as a stallion a certainty, we should take note that not all
history repeats.
At the same time, going
back through the generations from Somebeachsomewhere’s paternal side we find
that greatness did not duplicate itself to others along the
family tree. In other words,
there was just one great
horse that in turn became a
stallion of note.
Captaintreacherous was
the best of his generation but
did not have another son of
Somebeachsomewhere that
was his equal to compete
against.
Both
Downbytheseaside
and Huntsville paced in 1:49
as juveniles with the latter
holding a 3-2 edge in face-toface competition as juveniles.
At age 3 we all know that
Downbytheseaside’s season
Derick Giwner
lasted longer and perhaps
that may mean something, Captaintreacherous will see his
but the argument could be first crop from some great mares
reached that he didn’t have hit the track in 2018.
Huntsville to battle by years
end.
Whether any of the battles on the racetrack will have you pointing in a particular direction, neither stallion is likely to compete on a
local level, with Huntsville’s book full in New York and Downbytheseaside’s completed in Ohio.
Still if there is going to be a successor or for that part a horse that
rises to the levels enjoyed by Somebeachsomewhere in the coming
years, the prospects may be better for a non-Somebeachsomewhere
offspring. If family matters and stallion lines are indications of future
success, there appears to be more probability that it may come in the
form of one with a male line that includes Western Ideal.
Western Ideal was able to produce three notable stallions in Rocknroll Hanover, American Ideal and Always A Virgin, and there would
appear to be a greater chance that sons of those three will have an
edge going forward.
He’s Watching and Heston Blue Chip are currently American
Ideal’s first opportunity to see a successor. The former had impressive support in Ontario but Heston Blue Chip saw limited numbers
in New York.
The late Rocknroll Hanover appears to have found some traction
in a pair of young stallions. His two richest sons Rock N Roll Heaven
and A Rocknroll Dance are making inroads with A Rocknroll Dance
showing more male star power in his first year with division winner
Lost In Time among his first to hit the racetrack.
Then there is Always A Virgin, the sire of the fastest horse of all
time Always B Miki. His first foals will hit the ground this year and
certainly will be as well-bred a group as the industry has seen.
Dragon Again has had an amazing impact on the sport through his
son, the now 14-year-old Foiled Again. What the late son of Dragons
Lair hasn’t done as yet is put forth a successor. Many of his standouts have been geldings with the exception of the 2016-17 star Fear
The Dragon.
Dragons Lair was the best son of his sire Tyler B and Dragon Again
was Dragons Lair’s best son. While it’s indisputable that Foiled Again
is Dragon Again’s best son, Fear The Dragon was his best as a fresh-
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Always B Miki, the fastest horse in the sport’s history, will see
his first foals hit the ground this year.

man and sophomore.
While Bettor’s Delight still happens to be going strongly after a
lengthy stallion career, it is perhaps becoming time to see one of his
offspring prove himself in the breeding shed. Could that horse be
Betting Line? He bred 141 mares in his first year in Pennsylvania in
2017.
It’s going to be interesting to see if any of these or perhaps a stallion from a different male line will emerge on the racetrack or in the
breeding shed. For now we can only hope that Somebeachsomewhere
makes a complete recovery and extends his legacy for decades to
come.
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Extending the sire stakes
system to include 4-year-olds
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner

@harnesseyeguy

Let’s start fresh!
Actually, I don’t want to completely revamp the stakes schedule as
much as I want to shift the focus slightly down the road just a bit while
keeping the bones in place.
Currently Standardbred stakes racing commences right around
the end of June for 2-year-olds and extends in an age-restricted fashion into August of a horse’s 4-year-old season. An elite 2-year-old can
be expected to average between 9-12 starts, while 3-year-olds typically
check in the range of 16-18 starts and 4-year-olds are somewhat all
over the place since many of the best 3-year-olds elect for the breeding
shed over a third year of on-track action.
I completely understand the decision behind retiring a colt after
their sophomore campaign to reap the rewards of a stallion career,
but what if we pivoted the schedule to make racing one more year
slightly more enticing while also filling a bit of a hole in the harness
racing stakes calendar?
The plan would see the number of sire stakes legs for 2-year-olds cut
by at least 25% and push back the start of sire stakes racing for that
age group until the end of July or start of August depending on the
state. In New York, using 2017 pacing colts as an example, the first two
legs of the series (7/12 & 7/24) would’ve been cut with August 2 serving as the new launch date. The remainder of the year and the entire
3-year-old schedule would remain intact.
The reduction of the two dates for 2-year-olds in the example above
would result in an additional $218,598 (just from the pacing colts) in
Sire Stakes purse money being available. That money, and hopefully
more can be allocated, would fund a new 4-year-old series. Ultimately
I’d like to see horses compete in four preliminary legs from mid to
late January through February with a final for the top 8 point earners
slated for the end of the second month. There could be a leg at Buffalo,
one at Saratoga and a couple at Yonkers. Perhaps some additional
shuffling of money would need to occur, but I believe the benefits are
huge.
• Less wear and tear on 2-year-olds allowing them to be fresher for
later in their career
• Added possibility of getting a good 3-year-old to stay in training
and racing as a 4-year-old
• Removal of 2-year-old races which typically handle poorly for
more palatable 4-year-old races
Obviously the schedule would need to work differently in various
states. In Pennsylvania with only one track open through mid March,
maybe the series starts then and runs through the end of April. The
idea is simply to provide a 4-year-old with the opportunity to race and
earn against his peers as much as possible while perhaps offering
some interesting races at a time during the year when we have nothing but overnight racing.
Personally I wouldn’t mind the 2-year-old sire stakes being cut
in half instead of quartered, but I think that would be too drastic a
change for the yearling market. I could also live with these 4-yearold races being offered at various points in the year; perhaps four
legs scattered from March through August with a final scheduled
in September in each state. Or if my plan seems too complex, how
about taking the $218K (or whatever the savings are in each state) and
making one dash-for-the-cash 4-year-old race for statebreds?
Let’s look at this scenario. If The Meadows has a 4-year-old pacing
horse sire stakes race in mid-February 2018 worth $337,508 (the
amount saved by cancelling the first 2 legs for 2-year-olds), would that
be enticing enough to lure Downbytheseaside to hang around for one
more start? Couldn’t he simply race one more time and then report
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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for stallion duty in March? At the very least that gives us a race to
look forward to earlier in the season. And maybe having that extra
opportunity along with the current offering of the Confederation
Cup, Graduate series and a couple of others is enough to make racing
another year viable.
Just to throw another thought out there . . . whether we take the
money from the 2-year-olds or not . . . why doesn’t every state simply
have a sire stakes race for 4-year-olds and up on their Night of Champions? Certainly we can find enough money to fund one more final to
support those veteran campaigners from every locale. After all, you
don’t stop being a NY, NJ, IND, OH, PA, etc. bred after your 3-year-old
season. You can take the horse out of NY but you can’t take the NY out
of the horse.

Return of Wiggle It Jiggleit delayed
By Derick Giwner
The highly anticipated return of Wiggle It Jiggleit is once again on
hold. The 2015 Horse of the Year was expected to qualify during the
first week of January but was unable to keep that date.
Owner George Teague, Jr explained that the 6-year-old was looking
great up until the final days before qualifying but his nagging back
issues resurfaced.
“Right up until the day
before I was going to qualify,” said Teague via text on
Wednesday (1/3). “He’s going
to be off again for a little
bit. I’ll just keep hoping he
makes it back one of these
days. Life isn’t always what
we want it to be, but it is what
it is.”
Wiggle It Jiggleit trained
down for his 2017 campiagn
before he was sidetracked by
injury and forced to sit out the
entire year. Unfortunately
Teague had already staked
the gelding and took a bit of
a financial hit. Considering
how things unfolded last year,
Teague purposely brought
Wiggle It Jiggleit back early
so he could gauge his health.
“I wanted to see what
was going to happen before
I spent a lot of money like
last year. I can always stake
him up for the middle to last
part of the season,” said
Derick Giwner
Teague, who reitterated that Wiggle It Jiggleit has no timetable
he would not race his star for his return to the races.
unless he was 100 percent
healthy.

Asked & Answered
By Ryan Macedonio

@Trotcast

Rebranding our name recognition
Harness Racing needs to be rebranded. It could be a very
simple process, supported by an attitude of change with regard
to the future. I’m not sure how simple this execution could be,
but as usual when it comes to the sport, things might not change
until it’s too late.
In a world of numbers and Google searches, we have to cater
our sport to this new world! When I refer to the branding of
Harness Racing, I literally mean the branding. The keywords,
logos and most recognizable elements of Harness Racing need to
be unique and indistinguishable from everything else.
Let’s look at the actual name of the sport – Harness Racing.
To the average person, both of those words separated, and even
together, does not point them in the direction or even define what
our sport is. Therefore, I think we need to officially call our sport
something else, using a combination of keywords that only our
sport uses. Even “horse” or “horse racing” don’t properly direct
people to us. Let’s face it, we are low on both of those lists.
Our breed name needs to change as well, although “French
Trotter” is perfect. I’m referring to “Standardbred.” Again,
“Standardbred,” separately and combined, offers nothing into
our world. There’s nothing in those words to help zero in on us
like “Thoroughbred” or “Arabian” does.
Let’s look at the USTA, (United States Trotting Association).
They aren’t even the number one “USTA”, and don’t have USTA
trademarks or websites, that is left to the United States Tennis
Association. They essentially have three names that they go by
unofficially: United States Trotting Association; US Trotting;
and USTA. It’s useless, confusing and a waste of time/data. It’s
not Kentucky Fried Chicken anymore; it’s KFC, plain and simple.
Look at the racetracks . . . we have racetrack, racecourse,
downs, raceway and park. Not one of those clues us in to the fact
that HORSES are competing there. Maybe “Downs”, but that
would lean more towards thoroughbred racing since Churchill
Downs is the most famous track in the world and people would
assume that Scioto Downs or Tioga Downs would just be a
smaller version of the runners if they drove by on the highway.
If I say “Speedway” you know instantly that it involves racecars.
Move on to “drivers”, it’s another generic boring word, pick
something more creative.
Recapping, the only two words that we have that are truly 100%
unique and are recognizable are “Trot” and “Pace”. They should
be used in EVERYTHING. Here’s how I think it should look, and
we can alter and brainstorm because I’m flexible.
• Breed - American Trotter & American Pacer
• Authority - American Association for Trotters and Pacers
• Every place of competition will be a Trotting Park, Trotting
Raceway or Trotting Stadium
Corporations change their names and keywords all the time.
It’s really not that big of a deal if you want it to happen. It can be
the TrotCast Trotting Park at Mohegan Sun Pocono. We need to
step out and BRAND ourselves.
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Monticello horsemen secure for 7 years as new casino imminent
By Jay Bergman
The grand opening of the Resorts World Catskills casino at the
former site of the Concord Hotel in Kiamesha Lake, scheduled for
February 16, will kick off a seven year agreement for the horsemen at
Monticello Raceway. The agreement guarantees that purses for those
years will meet the same level as the horsemen experienced in 2013.
Alan Schwartz, head of the Monticello Harness Horsemen’s group,
helped work out the current deal when legislation had passed and
paved the way for a casino in extremely close proximity to the racetrack.
Empire Resorts is the parent company of the owners of Monticello
Raceway and perhaps of greater immediate concern to Schwartz and
his horsemen is what cash flow they will experience in the near term
as the new hotel-casino kicks off.
“The agreement gives us the purse structure for seven years,” said
Schwartz, “but at this time we don’t know when the additional funds
will be added to the purse account.”
Fortunately the arrangement also granted the horsemen 200,000
shares of the company that can be sold during the period. The value
of those shares can be no less than $5.5 million and could go higher
or lower based on stock price. “Right now they’re worth around $5.5
million,” said Schwartz.
Those shares may be critical to the immediate survival of the Monticello horsemen as they may prove to be the only guarantee of the 2018
purse account until funds are implemented from the new casino.
Schwartz recognized that his group might have to sell some stock in
the near term to help purses maintain a proper level. “We would like
to have higher purses during the summer,” said Schwartz.
At the moment this is a cash flow situation more than an actual loss
of revenue as the long-term agreement assures that funds are made
available for seven years whether that starts in February 2018 or
December of the same year.
Monticello continues to be a solid simulcast racetrack with an audience that shows up at off-track sites and wagers strongly. “January
is one of our best months,” said Schwartz. “Unfortunately there’s a
horse shortage and we’ve had trouble filling 13-race cards.”
Nevertheless, Schwartz has indicated that even with between eight
and 11 races on an afternoon program that numbers have been similar to the 13-race programs.
A point Schwartz touched on and seems inevitable is what will
happen to the VLTs at Monticello Raceway. “There’s going to be a
casino within 5 miles of this place,” said Schwartz. It’s hard to fathom
that the racetrack will be able to hold on to very many customers with
a spanking new 2018 facility to compete with.
The horsemen have asked and been granted 207 racing days in 2018
and Schwartz expects those numbers to remain a constant in the
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Monticello Raceway will no longer be the gaming capitol of the
area when its parent company opens a new casino at the site of
the old Concord Hotel.

years ahead. Discussions to close for a month never got much traction
among the group.
The contract guarantees racing at Monticello through 2025 and
Schwartz didn’t really want to look down the road much further.
“Right now the legislation requires that there be racing here in order
for a casino to operate,” said Schwartz. “There’s no way to tell if new
legislation will be brought forth in the future.”
Indeed that is the most critical element for all horsemen’s groups
throughout North America. Legislation can give and legislation can
take away what was promised from earlier acts.
For now the business of racing horses at Monticello Raceway is
going to continue and more than likely the building will be operating
with fewer live bodies in it whether watching the racing or playing
the slot machines.
With guaranteed purses and the ability to flexibly alter the account
with a $5.5 million cushion, local horsemen can reasonably plan for
the future.
Hopefully the Catskill’s new casino will be a raging success and give
those running it no reason to push to change legislation or claw any
of the funds stamped for horse racing in the near or distant future.
Resorts World Catskills casino is likely to bring a lot more people to
the area over the coming years and hopefully it will help revive local
businesses and perhaps provide some overflow to the Raceway.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Eric Cherry seeks modern outcross
on the mark
By Bob Marks

@BobMarks3

In this day and age where just about every pacing horse has multiple
crosses to Meadow Skipper via his son Most Happy Fella and his three
distinct sire line links via Cam Fella, No Nukes and Tyler B, owner/
breeder Eric Cherry has decided to breed newly purchased Rockette, a
full sister to Blue Moon Stride, to current first crop racing stallion Sweet
Lou, he a two-time Dan Patch winner as a 2 and a 5-year-old.
The mating between Sweet Lou and Rockette will produce an individual with no pedigree duplications in the first four generations, which is
about as out-crossed as we can get in contemporary times.
Somebeachsomewhere at first glance seems out-crossed in that his sire
Mach Three is by Matt’s Scooter from the Abercrombie mare All Included
while his dam Where’s The Beach is by Beach Towel from Where’s Sarah
by Cam Fella. While Somebeachsomewhere is clear of genetic conflicts
through three generations, Meadow Skipper and Most Happy Fella both
appear twice in generation four. Meadow Skipper is the sire of Most Happy
Fella and appears multiple times in the fifth generation.
Sweet Lou is by Yankee Cruiser from the Falcon’s Future daughter Sweet
Future. Yankee Cruiser is by Artiscape from A Yankee Classic by Jate
Lobell. Sweet Future is from Sweet Dahrlin, she a Nero from Fly Fly Dahrlin, thus by generations four and five come the Meadow Skipper influences.
Rockette is essentially a line bred Most Happy Fella being by Rocknroll Hanover from Classic Star. Rocknroll Hanover goes back five
generations to Most Happy Fella through sire Western Ideal, grandsire
Western Hanover, great grandsire No Nukes, and that one’s sire Oil
Burner by Most Happy Fella.
Classic Star is by Cam’s Card Shark, he in turn by Most Happy Fella’s
son Cam Fella. Her dam Classic Wish has an additional cross to Most
Happy Fella through her sire Armbro Emerson, he with a Most Happy
Fella dam.
Rockette is thus linebred 5x3 to Most Happy Fella with an additional
fourth generation cross through Armbro Emerson.
In that Sweet Lou has no Most Happy Fella blood until generations five
and six, those Meadow Skipper influences get pushed back one generation in the individual he will produce with Rockette. And that is about as
clear an outcross as we’re going to get in modern times.
Back in the 50’s and 60’s when the pure pacing breed was just starting
to develop, there were many examples of almost outcrosses. But for two
crosses to Guy Axworthy in generation four both through sire Solicitor,
Overtrick would have been clear. His sire Solicitor was essentially trotting bred by the Volomite son King’s Counsel from the Scotland mare
Jane Reynolds. Overtrick’s dam Overbid was by Hal Dale from the Billy
Direct mare Barbara Direct.
Meadow Skipper meanwhile was by Dale Frost (Hal Dale-GallowayRaider) from Countess Vivian (King’s Counsel-Filly Direct-Billy Direct).
He had but two crosses to Peter Volo in generation four-one through Dale
Frost’s maternal grandsire Raider and the other through his own maternal sire King’s Counsel by Peter Volo’s son Volomite.
Meadow Skipper had pacing influences on both his sire and dam’s side
but was relatively clear to generation four.
Conversely great trotters like Muscle Hill, Father Patrick and Trixton each have their share of genetic duplications within generation four.
Walner however is totally out-crossed through the fourth generation,
though he has multiple Speedy Crown crosses in generation five.
Muscle Hill (Muscles Yankee-Blondie-American Winner) has two
crosses to Star’s Pride and Speedy Somolli in generation four.
Father Patrick (Cantab Hall-Gala Dream-Enjoy Lavec) has one Valley
Victory link in generation three through Gala Dream’s dam Maple Frosting and one Valley Victory link in generation four via Cantab Hall’s sire
line through Self Possessed, Victory Dream and Valley Victory. He’s a
4x3 Valley Victory but is otherwise clear of genetic duplications.
Trixton (Muscle Hill-Emile Cas El-Garland Lobell) has two Speedy
Crown links in generation four through Muscles Yankee’s dam Maiden
Yankee and Garland Lobell’s dam Gamin Lobell. Otherwise he too is
clear of other conflicts.
Thus the result of Mr. Cherry’s mating of Sweet Lou and Rockette
could place the foal in rather illustrious company. We’ll see!
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Did you ever want to know more than just the statistics of your
favorite trainers and drivers? Derick Giwner took to the backstretch to ask them some more unorthodox questions.

Trainer Joe Holloway
What is your favorite track to race at?

Meadowlands

What kind of car do you drive?

Lexus

Do you have children? How old?

Yes-- 23 & 30

Pick one: Chicken, Beef or Pasta?

Beef

Pick one: Cake, Cookies or Candy?

None of the above

When you leave the track, are the races still on your
mind?
Sure. It depends on how they raced. Bad is a lot longer time.

What is the longest time you’ve sat in traffic trying to get to
a track?
Back in the Roosevelt days. It was three hours from here, we
were here for the Meadowlands sale, to Roosevelt.

Who is your best friend on the backstretch?
There is a group of us that play golf together.

If you are going to grab a drink after the races, which
horseperson would you want to hang out with?
It depends on where I raced.

Who are you
watching the Super
Bowl with?
At my golf club.

What is your
favorite sport?
Team?
Probably baseball - NY
Yankees.

What is one thing
about you most fans/
bettors don’t know?
That I’m fat and old?
No, they know that
already.

What is one word
that describes harness racing for you?

Derick Giwner

Trainer Joe Holloway and former
trainee Shebestingin.

It’s been fun. Do I think it is the same, not necessarily, but it has
been good to me.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Morgan notches win No. 16,000 on Wednesday at Dover
It was a BIG day for Tony Morgan. Needing two wins to reach 16,000,
Morgan quickly responded by taking both ends of the Dover Downs
daily double to attain his milestone on Wednesday, Jan. 3. Morgan,
who won four races on the card, is only the second driver in North
American harness racing history to drive 16,000 winners in a career.
Morgan started his momentous day driving owner-trainer Gilbert
Mc Clements Jr’s Pippy Longstocking to victory in 1:56 1/5 in the first
race on the card. Then he guided Josh Parker and Nanticoke Racing’s
Killean Finale home in 1:56 1/5 in the second race for his milestone
victory.
In the $25,000 Mares Open, Morgan, driving Divas Image, escaped
from racing fourth on the final turn to scoot up the passing lane for a
1:53 1/5 nose-long win over Newborn Sassy (Tim Tetrick) at the wire.
Our Horse Cents, Stable 45 and J&T Silva own the Bettor’s DelightRocknroll Diva 5-year-old trained by Jenn Bongiorno. The winner of
the last Open, she has won three of her last five and four of her last six
with a pair of thirds in between. Sweet Bobble (Art Stafford Jr.) held
on for third.
Tony Morgan finished the card with four wins. Tim Tetrick had
three. Vic Kirby and Corey Callahan won two races each.
Tony Morgan, who trails all-time leader Dave Palone with more
than 18,000 wins, began his career in his teens with his first drive
coming at 13 at the Fairs. From racing in Kentucky and Midwestern
tracks, he emerged as a top driver in the 1990s at Chicago-area racetracks.
Morgan has won the North American leading dash-win title five
times, including three in consecutive seasons; 1995, 1996 and 1997.
He also was the sport’s leading driver in 2006, with 1,004 wins, and
in 2008, winning 961 races. He also was runner-up in 2002, 2005 and

Fotowon

Anthony Morgan steers (1) Killean Finale to victory for his
16,000th career win in the sulky.
2007, a year in which he won 880 races. Four times, in 1996, 1997, 2002
and 2006 seasons, Morgan won the prestigious Harness Tracks of
America (HTA) Driver of the Year honor, a coveted award based on
the number of wins, UDR percentage and purse money .
Morgan is now 59 and is enjoying another top season currently at
Dover Downs where he is in the top three in wining drives this season.

-edited release (Marv Bachrad for Dover Downs)

TRACK NEWS ACROSS NORTH AMERICA
Big Pick 5 carryover at Meadowlands
For Meadowlands fans whose resolutions in addition to weight loss
and quitting smoking were to go for bigger scores at the track, all they
have to do is get involved in the track’s Pick 5 on the first night of racing
in 2018, when players will have a carryover of $28,786 to shoot for Friday
evening.
The bet requires a player to correctly select the winners of Races 3
through 7 and has a base wager of 50 cents. In partnership with United
States Trotting Association Strategic Wagering, the track will offer a
$125,000 guaranteed pool on the wager.
Program pages for all Pick 5 races, as well as the Pick 4 (Races 8-11), are
now available here. For free analysis of the entire card by Derick Giwner,
click here.
[DRF BETS: Wager on the Meadowlands Pick 5 carryover & pick up
your free $200 bet!]
A big reason why swimming in the Big M’s Pick 5 pool makes sense for
the bettor is value. If the final pool is $150,000 ($121,214 in new money), the
winners would get back $131,818, a surplus in winnings of over $10,000.
The record payoff on the Meadowlands Pick 5 was on Friday, February 5, 2017, when one bettor had the lone winning 50 cent ticket worth
$109,966.
Post time at the Meadowlands Friday is 6:35 p.m.
MEADOWLANDS ON SNY: The first of 10 “Meadowlands Harness
Live” telecasts will be seen on SportsNet New York (SNY) from 9-10 p.m.
starting this Friday. The three races shown will include the ‘cash’ leg of
the Pick 5 as well as the first two legs of the Pick 4, which has a guaranteed pool of $50,000.

Woodbine meet kicks off on Saturday
Following a brief break, live Standardbred racing resumes Saturday evening (January 6) at Woodbine Racetrack for the first card of
2018. A new post time of 7:10 p.m. will be in effect.
The opening card of the 2018 season will feature 12-races and all the
signature wagers of the Woodbine Standardbred product, including
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the $50,000 Pick-5, $50,000 Early Pick-4 and the Jackpot Hi-5.
The feature race for Saturday’s season-opening card will be the
$27,000 10th race (Non-Winners of $34,000 last five starts).
Following Saturday’s season-opening card, live racing will
continue each Monday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday at Woodbine.

Hawthorne winter session begins Friday
The upcoming Hawthorne winter meet which kicks off on Friday
(1/5) will consist of 27 nights of racing with the opening two weeks
going on a Friday, Saturday and Sunday schedule. After that racing
will be conducted on a Thursday through Sunday schedule through
Feb. 18th. A special Monday night of racing will be presented on Presidents Day, Feb. 19th to close out the winter proceedings. There will
be no live racing on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 4th but the trotters and
pacers will be in action on Monday, Feb. 5th instead.
The racing action should be very competitive as well with three
claiming series attracting horses from various tracks throughout the
U.S. and 11 different “conditioned” series drawing both state-bred and
open pacers and trotters from throughout the Midwest.
Post time each night during the winter meet will be at 7:05 pm CST.

Buffalo gearing up for January 12 opener
Buffalo Raceway is in full preparation mode as the 2018 season
gets into gear on Friday, January 12 with a 5 p.m. post time. Opening
weekend will continue on Saturday at 6 p.m. in kicking off the 88-day
schedule which concludes on Saturday, July 21.
Buffalo Raceway has also instituted a new claiming rule for the 2018
season. Should a horse be claimed out of a race at Buffalo Raceway,
that horse can only race at Buffalo Raceway until the end of the meet.
Post time on Wednesday and Friday evenings will be 5 p.m with the
start time on Saturday evenings beginning at 6 p.m. There will be a
special 7 p.m. post on May 5, May 19 and June 9 to accommodate the
Triple Crown races. Sunday afternoon action will commence on June
17 with a 12:30 post.
The draw for opening night will be on Tuesday, January 9.

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

