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Filibuster Hanover wins Little Brown Jug
Yannick Gingras steers Filibuster Hanover down the road to take the
final heat in 1:50 as the favored Brian Brown duo is off the board
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By Greg Reinhart
After finishing a close second to Fear
The Dragon in the elimination, Filibuster
Hanover went right down the highway to win
the $401,472 final of the Little Brown Jug for
3-year-old pacing colts on Thursday evening at
the Delaware County Fair.
With Fear The Dragon (David Miller) taking
back from post one in the final, it meant Filibuster Hanover and driver Yannick Gingras
had the opportunity to control the proceedings, and control it they did. Filibuster
Hanover had to parry an early bid by Downbytheseaside (Brian Sears), who also charged

away from post five, and he was able to do so
before the 26 4/5 opening quarter.
Filibuster Hanover would go on to the half
in 54 3/5, and Sears would make a second move
from the two-hole with Downbytheseaside
at that point, but that tactic went nowhere as
Downbytheseaside not only didn’t gain, he lost
the pocket to Funknwaffles (Corey Callahan)
and trapped his Brian Brown stable-mate Fear
The Dragon in on the inside in the backstretch.
Three-quarters went on the board in 1:21 3/5
with Filibuster Hanover getting some separation on the field, and he responded to Gingras’s
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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72nd Little Brown Jug to Burke/Gingras

Asked
& Answered
By Ryan Macedonio
@Trotcast

Horse welfare is
priority #1
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The connections of Filibuster Hanover were all smiles in the winner’s circle, as was
Mickey Burke, Jr as he walked the 72nd Jug winner back to the paddock.
CONTINUED from page 1

urging around the final turn and through the
stretch to defeat an oncoming Funknwaffles
by just over a length in 1:50 flat. Miso Fast
was third to give trainer Ron Burke the firstand third-place finishers in the race. Fear
The Dragon was never able to get off the rail
and had to settle for fourth.
It was the second Little Brown Jug win
for the Gingras/Burke tandem, joining
Limelight Beach in 2014. Gingras said postrace that the connections had been looking
forward to this race all year, even moreso
after Filibuster Hanover’s elimination effort.
“All year we said once he comes to the
Jug we thought he could pop a huge mile on
the front,” stated Gingras. “He’s not quite
a speed horse, but he’s got the speed to do
it. He can’t do it every week obviously, but
we’ve just been waiting for this. Sometimes
the plans work and sometimes they don’t, but
today they did work.
“I thought he was the best horse in the
elimination. He was locked in and I had a
fresh horse going into the final. If I could get
around David, I would have parked anybody.
26, 54, Brian popped at the half. I thought it
was a good race, and we went at it pretty good
for a second heat of the Jug. Obviously we
came out on top, so I’m happy.”
Burke trains the victorious Somebeachsomewhere gelding for the ownership group
of Burke Racing Stable LLC., Joe Di Scala Jr.,
J And T Silva Stables LLC., and Weaver Bruscemi LLC. This was Filibuster Hanover’s
third win of his sophomore campaign, his
fifth career victory, and he went over the
half-million dollar mark in career earnings.
He was sent off at 5-1 in the final and paid
$12.00 to win.
“After the first heat we knew that he was
sharp and we drew in a good spot,” added
Burke. “We knew that if we could get around
David’s horse we’d control the rail from there.
Pretty much we both decided we would just go
down the road, and if we got beat, we got beat.”
As for trainer Brian Brown, who wound

up fourth and fifth with pre-race favorites
Fear The Dragon and Downbytheseaside, he
enjoyed a strong meet, including five wins on
the Jug Day card, but the big prize eluded him.
“We had a great two days. The finals of
those two races (Jug and Jugette) just didn’t
work out at all,” said Brown.
“If I hadn’t put the eye hood on Seaside
he probably could’ve sat in the two-hole and
probably behaved,” added Brown on his decision to make an equipment change between
heats. “I didn’t expect to be sitting in the twohole. It never crossed my mind. If I left it (eye
hood) off he probably sits in the hole until the
head of the stretch. Whether he gets out or not
I don’t know. Hats off to the Burkes. Yannick
did what he had to do to win. It backfired. I
made the wrong move. It wasn’t Brian’s fault
at all.
“So far they both came out fine. I need
to check Dragon out. I think his foot got to
bothering him the second heat. Two trips
on this track as hard as it is, it’s tough on a
horse with sore feet,” said Brown, who will
point both Downbytheseaside and Fear The
Dragon for the second week of Grand Circuit
action at the Red Mile.
MORE DELAWARE COUNTY FAIR COVERAGE ON PAGE 7

When was the last time you tried
to look at a situation from a different
perspective or performed a completely
selfless act? We all can see the issues
with Harness Racing because they
aren’t subtle anymore. But nothing gets
fixed because owners talk about what an
owner needs, trainers talk about trainers needs, drivers about drivers, tracks
about tracks, media, caretakers, horse
players, blah blah blah. All SELFISH
thoughts.
So while that was happening, a guy
in Australia got parked out, pressed on,
finished last and got suspended. I’m not
Australian, but I’ve learned that the
Australian culture takes animal abuse
very seriously. Remember, Down Under
is where they are eventually going to
ban whips.
In America, we see parked-out horses
pressing frequently enough and I’m sure
the instant response would be “this is
ludicrous, this happens all the time in
America!” That doesn’t mean it is right!
America isn’t the best at everything and
it’s time for us to look at harness racing
from a different perspective. A selfless
one!
Instead of saying that’s a stupid rule,
try to understand what their thinking
is in creating that rule. Fans don’t want
their horses abused . . . plain and simple.
They don’t want to see a horse coming to
a walk after the driver makes an error.
We all know that the driver gets off the
bike and moves on with his life, but it’s
the horse who suffers for the next few
days.
Fans are smart and sports are more
transparent now than ever. Horse racing
without transparent rules to protect the
animal does not appeal to anyone that
isn’t a fan. We don’t have enough current
fans to sustain economically. That is a
reality which needs to be the absolute
top priority when discussing a topic.
The final answer to every debate
should be, “This is what’s best for our
equine athletes and we strive to protect
them.”
End of discussion.

Mulinix reluctantly back in the Grand Circuit spotlight at Mohawk
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Jim Mulinix sounded different on the
phone this time. The trainer who brought
A Rocknroll Dance into our lives some five
years hence, again finds himself with a prime
candidate to capture the sport’s richest race,
the Metro at Mohawk.
Mulinix’s Lost In Time had just gone one
of the most incredible miles in defeat in one
of three Metro eliminations but the trainer
seemed at a crossing in his life.
“I’ve had more (driving) bits on this horse
than any that I can remember,” Mulinix said,
referring to the long training path that has
brought Lost In Time, a son from A Rocknroll
Dance’s first crop, to this point on the road.
“Actually we weren’t even sure we were
going to enter the Metro,” said Mulinix, who
had conferred with his partners after the
colt did enough to qualify for the $250,000
Kentucky Sire Stakes final, held this past
Sunday at the Red Mile.
At issue with the partners was the value
of their horse. The phone was ringing loudly
and nearly off the hook after Lost In Time’s
second-place finish in a leg of the Kentucky
Sire Stakes on September 9.
“People know that I’m a seller,” said Mulinix, now closer to retirement from the sport
than ever and perhaps inclined to let Lost In
Time find a new home if the price was right.
“They were offering six figures,” Mulinix said of the calls after the Kentucky Sire
Stakes.
“I’m doing what I can to help his sire A
Rocknroll Dance,” said Mulinix, who shares
ownership in the stallion. “I figured there
were plenty of good ones in the Kentucky
Sires Stakes finals to help him out. If we
could take Lost In Time to Mohawk and he
does well it would make him more valuable
too.”
That prophecy worked wonders as Lost In
Time, while not victorious in his elimination, put forth an incredible mile making
two moves and racing without cover for
more than the final half of a 1:50 2/5 season’s
record mile. In the end he lost in a photo to
the undefeated Stay Hungry, but that was an
amazing effort for a horse that pretty much
lacks any realistic experience.
“I get them ready before they come to the
track,” said Mulinix, eschewing the concerns
some may have about putting a horse in this
kind of company without actual race experience. “I told Scott (Zeron) before the race not
to be afraid to drive him, that the horse was
fit.”
From the outside looking in it appeared as
if Zeron was a bit overconfident after leaving
the gate with the colt. He also moved briskly
while the pace was still pretty solid before

A Rocknroll Dance could have a standout son in Lost In Time.
the half.
“Scott apologized to me afterwards. He
said that David’s horse (Summer Travel) was
in trouble and he had to yank Lost In Time
to get out from behind him,” Mulinix said in
regard to the sudden move on the backstretch
from which Lost In Time did not immediately
respond.
Despite the little bump in the race road
Lost In Time, a $47,000 Lexington Selected
yearling from the Diamond Creek consignment, went on the offensive and eventually
put away the formerly once-beaten pacesetter
Shadow Moon and did his best to break the
win streak of eventual winner Stay Hungry,
losing in a photo.
“The phone hasn’t stopped ringing since,”
said Mulinix, who claims that the offers have
escalated dramatically since Saturday. “My
partners want to enjoy racing him and at this
point aren’t interested in selling him.”
This leaves Mulinix in the kind of bind
some trainers only hope for in life but one
that he seems less willing to follow. “I would
like to settle into retirement. By that I mean,
train a few horses in Florida,” Mulinix said.
“We have eight stalls at Gilcrest Training
Center and I actually cemented over one.”
Obviously Mulinix wants horses to demand
less of his daily time as he focuses on other
family concerns and his religious interests in
the Ministry.
Traveling from town to town to campaign
a horse on the Grand Circuit is something
Mulinix has largely avoided with the minor
exception of A Rocknroll Dance. He would
like to be a part in seeing his former star
achieve the glory in the stud barn that he
may have missed on the racetrack.
“When you look back and see all of those
horses he raced against getting 1:47 records
you have to remember they wouldn’t have
happened without A Rocknroll Dance. He
was the horse setting those fractions on the
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most occasions,” Mulinix said, referring
to just how involved the son of Rocknroll
Hanover was in setting the table in some of
the sport’s most memorable races.
The comparison between father and son
has tried to be made, but Mulinix doesn’t
look at Lost In Time and his sire as similar
types. “A Rocknroll Dance was a big, tough,
rugged horse that matured early,” said Mulinix. “Lost In Time is smaller and still a bit
immature. Even when I bought him I was
concerned because his maternal family has
a lot of horses that were good 3 and 4-yearolds.”
In 2011 A Rocknroll Dance captured his
Metro elimination impressively and then
finished second in the rich final.
Lost In Time finished second in his elimination and now will try to give Mulinix and
co-owners Denny Miller and William Rufenacht the big prize in Saturday’s C$816,000
Metro final at Mohawk.
While Mulinix couldn’t find many similarities between Lost In Time and his sire,
last week’s trial indicated the two have
something powerful in common. “He has the
same kind of determination that A Rocknroll
Dance did,” said Mulinix, who said that Scott
Zeron said “he seems like he can go all day.”
Six years ago Mulinix had suggested that
A Rocknroll Dance was his retirement horse.
Despite such plans he is fortunate to have
plucked yet another potential superstar from
the single sale he attended last year. Mulinix
also has another freshman Top Of The Rock,
a homebred from an Art Major mare, that he
bred twice to A Rocknroll Dance and then
sold this year, that showed talent training
down and has been turned out.
Seems despite Mulinix’s attempts to sell
his horses and get out of the business, his
aptitude for selecting high quality horses and
preparing them for the racetrack is keeping
him in the spotlight, for now.

Kentucky needs a new Standardbred track with a true purpose
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
Last week it was announced that Churchill
Downs and Keeneland Racecourse were
teaming up to apply for licenses to open two
new “racing” facilities in the commonwealth
of Kentucky.
One of those facilities would be a quarterhorse racetrack in Corbin, the other a standardbred facility in Oak Grove.
While the prospect of a name like
Churchill Downs or Keeneland operating
a standardbred facility has appeal on the
surface, the potential plan for the “racino”
gives me pause. I refer to this plan as “potential” because the Kentucky Horse Racing
Commission has stated publicly that they
will not be addressing any new racing applications for new facilities at this time. That
gives the horsemen in the state ample time
to perform their due diligence into this project. Eventually, this proposal will be heard
before the commission.
First and foremost, this move is not about
Churchill or Keeneland investing in the
sport of harness racing. It’s not about creating jobs in that industry or contributing to
the breeding industry or open space. The
move is about acquiring a license to operate
an historical racing facility. I arrive at this
conclusion because despite this racino operating 365 days per year, Churchill Downs
is proposing the harness track will race
between 12 and 15 dates per year. This gives

me cause for concern, as it should the entire
harness racing industry.
Any entity in racing will use a racing
license to get a form of alternative gaming.
They have done so for years. But that same
entity must be required by the horsemen to
support the racing product at their facility.
Putting forth 12 to 15 race dates each year
does not come close to accomplishing that.
I admit, I don’t have any idea how much
revenue will be generated by this racino,
which will house historical racing, to support
a racing product. However, I do know that
this location was picked out due to its close
proximity to Nashville, Tennessee and is an
attempt to gain gaming market share in an
area that at present Kentucky Downs has to
itself. That concerns me, because it brings
about a reasonable question as to how this
will help harness racing?
Presently there is a grand total of 68 dates
of harness racing in Kentucky. Eight of those
dates are grand circuit racing at The Red Mile,
leaving only 60 dates of overnight harness
racing for Kentucky horsemen. Is another
12 to 15 dates enough to impact the industry?
Absolutely not. The fact that the proposal
includes so few dates of racing scares me on
another level. Are Churchill and Keeneland
planning to use some of the gaming revenue
at this property to help fund purses at their
own thoroughbred facilities, leaving only a
pittance for the harness community? This
should be at the forefront of the standardbred
horsemen’s minds in Kentucky.
The Midwest is currently experiencing
a bit of renaissance in the harness racing
industry. Clearly Ohio has made its mark
thanks to revenue from expanded gaming
while Indiana is also prospering of late, host-
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ing a very competitive sire stakes circuit and
the Breeders Crown while witnessing horses
bred in Indiana becoming superstars on the
Grand Circuit.
My plea to the horsemen in Kentucky is to
do their best to make the most of this opportunity. Demand to see the forecasted financials that this property will produce and
make a reasonable request as to what share
of that revenue will help support the racing
at the property.
There have been very few details made
public regarding this proposal. For example,
I have not even seen what sized racetrack
will be built, what kind of grandstand will
be erected, how many people it will hold, etc.
When you tie all of these facts together, I am
concerned this proposed racetrack would do
next to nothing to help the harness industry
in Kentucky.
Kentucky doesn’t need a short meet that
feeds into the Red Mile. They need a reasonable meet including solid overnight races
to help the Kentucky breeding program
continue to move in the right direction.
There is a lot of potential that can be fulfilled
with this project if it is done correctly and I
would implore the Kentucky standardbred
horsemen to demand a reasonable meet that
can help support the harness community
in the state of Kentucky. After all, a meet
cannot be operated without a contractual
agreement with horsemen. I don’t want to
see the horsemen of Kentucky taken advantage of by a company with a business agenda
that will use harness racing to line their own
pockets while simultaneously taking business away from their competitor, Kentucky
Downs. Make no mistake; that is what this
proposal is all about.
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Circumstance forces ‘Cufflink’ into Centaur
SPOTLIGHT ON

HOOSIER PARK
COVERAGE
PRESENTED BY
By Derick Giwner
Each week we’ll highlight a race(s)
from Hoosier Park. On Friday (Sept. 22)
the track has multiple Grand Circuit
stakes races. Let’s dig in . . .

Race 5 - $125,000 Elevation
Hannelore Hanover is the clear horse to beat in the Centaur Trotting Classic.

By Jay Bergman
The $240,000 Centaur Trotting Classic at
Hoosier Park on Friday took on a new shape
as two horses were supplemented for $20,000
apiece. Trainer John Butenschoen, who
entered Cufflink Hanover, found himself in
the race for perhaps different reasons than I
Know My Chip, the other supplement.
“I just could not find a race for him,” said
Butenschoen on Tuesday afternoon. “We
tried to enter him twice at The Meadowlands
and it didn’t fill either time. I also tried to
race him at Vernon but that race didn’t go.
I even thought about putting him in Thursday at Harrah’s Philadelphia, but with Corey
(Callahan) driving in the Jug that would have
meant a different driver and I didn’t want to
do that.”
So what Butenschoen did was consult with
owners Crawford Racing and elected to pay
into the Centaur and give the 4-year-old a
chance to shine against mostly older foes.
“We had planned to race him about 12 times
this year and in addition to being eligible to
the race at Dayton (Dayton Trotting Derby
Sept. 29), he was also invited to the $250,000
Invitational at Yonkers on International Day
(October 14). He’s a racehorse and we needed
to get him raced,” Butenschoen said.
The good news for Cufflink Hanover’s
connections is that he landed the rail in the
10-horse field with Callahan in the bike. The
bad news perhaps could be the presence of
Maple Leaf Trot winner Hannelore Hanover
(post 6) among the rivals.
Butenschoen was more concerned with his
horse and he defended the decision to supplement further. “You saw the race he went at
Tioga. He was parked every step of the way
and was still trotting strongly late in a 1:51
4/5 mile,” Butenschoen said in regard to the
August 27 Crawford Farms stake won by
Resolve.
Cufflink Hanover, a 4-year-old gelded son
of Andover Hall, has only one victory this
year but Butenschoen and his connections
feel quite strongly that he belongs with these.
Joining the Centaur field is recent Maple
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Leaf Trot runner-up JL Cruze. The 6-yearold career earner of over $1.2 million has
had a relatively quiet year while at the same
time making the most of his opportunities.
A victory in the Spirit of Massachusetts at
Plainridge in 1:51 2/5 was the high point.
David Miller is listed to drive JL Cruze from
post two.
The veteran millionaire Natural Herbie
appears to be coming back to peak form for
trainer-driver Verlin Yoder. The 7-year-old
has won three of his last four races all at
Hoosier and all coming from well back to
score over the long straightaway. Natural
Herbie may be moving from far back again
having drawn post eight.
On paper it will be Hannelore Hanover’s
race to win given how effortless her 1:51 1/5
victory in the Maple Leaf was last Saturday
at Mohawk. For a while the Indiana-bred
mare didn’t seem to have the same fire she
displayed as a sophomore this year, but that
has all changed with imposing miles on
two consecutive weeks in Ontario. Yannick
Gingras once again will sit behind Hannelore
Hanover for trainer Ron Burke.
There will be plenty of stakes action at
Hoosier on Friday and trainer Butenschoen
is hoping that he’s picked the right spot for
Bill’s Lady in the $240,000 Kentuckiana Stallion Management event for juvenile trotting fillies. Bill’s Lady landed post seven in
the evening’s seventh race and Tim Tetrick
is listed to drive. “She set a track record at
Tioga (Reynolds Stake),” said Butenschoen.
“Timmy likes the way she goes.”
Thus far during her first year of racing
Bill’s Lady, a daughter of Donato Hanover,
has finished on the board in six of eight starts
worth $77,302.
Butenschoen was happy to avoid the fillies
that raced on Monday in the Peaceful Way
final but trainer Jimmy Takter still had
enough left in his stable to put three into the
field. Dab Hanover (post 2), Swing It Cathy
(post 6) and Basquiat (post 9) have all shown
some promise for Takter this year.
Hoosier Park’s 14-race Friday program has
a first post of 6:30 p.m.

There are a couple of ways you can go
here but I’ll land on (9) GD WESTERN
JOE. He seems to have the form, speed
and versatility to handle the jump to
stakes foes.

Race 7 - $240,000 Kentuckiana
(2) DAB HANOVER has found herself
in recent weeks and you still may get
some value with Marcus Johansson in
the bike because people won’t realize how
well he has driven recently.

Race 8 - $160,000 Moni Maker
(5) SUNSHINE DELIGHT is a nice filly
that hasn’t lived up to her potential yet. I
believe she’ll pull off an upset sooner or
later and this seems like a prime spot.

Race 9 - $200,000 Kentuckiana
She’ll be chalky but it is hard to look
past (2) RAINBOW ROOM and her 6-5-1-0
lifetime record.

Race 10 - $160K Jenna’s Beach Boy
We know that (2) BECKHAMS Z TAM
is the best 3yo in Indiana and now he tries
his luck versus much, much better. Sometimes you have to throw them into the fire
to see if they can handle it. I just haven’t
been impressed enough with Huntsville
lately to accept likely 1-9 odds.

Race 11 - $160,000 Hoosier Derby
There is no clear standout in here or
obvious early speed, which leads me to
favor (2) ROCKIN RON. He hasn’t been
able to close out his miles lately but
should be on the front or sitting very
close. Maybe the return of Yannick
Gingras can make the difference.

Race 12 - $240,000 Centaur Classic
(6) HANNELORE HANOVER faces
perhaps an easier group than she just
destroyed up at Mohawk in the Maple
Leaf Trot. It would be hard to feel confident in a selection against her. In a search
for value I’d try (7) HOMICIDE HUNTER
underneath in the exacta. He never got
involved last time but remains in form.

Caviart Ally wins two Jugette heats; crowned 2017 champion
By Greg Reinhart
She didn’t get to cut the mile like in her
elimination victory, but a two-hole trip
worked just as well for Caviart Ally in the
$163,950 Jugette final for 3-year-old pacing
fillies on Wednesday at the Delaware County
Fair as she got past pace-setter Blazing
Britches in the stretch to win in 1:51 3/5.
Blazing Britches got the coveted rail draw
for the final, and driver Trace Tetrick fired
the public choice straight through, with
Caviart Ally (Andrew McCarthy) landing in
the pocket. After making the lead Blazing
Britches would click off the first quarter in 27
3/5 and the half in 55 4/5, with all the fillies in
behind her content with their positions and
the pace.
Tequila Monday (David Miller) would
commit first-up out of fourth as they raced
out of the third turn, and that was McCarthy’s cue to hoist Caviart Ally out of the
pocket in the backstretch. Blazing Britches
still had control, though, hitting the threequarters in 1:23 3/5 and looking to seal the
deal from there.
Caviart Ally would advance on the rim on
the final turn, getting stride-for-stride with
Blazing Britches turning for home, and in the
lane Caviart Ally got her measure, prevailing by about a half a length on the wire. Blazing Britches had to settle for second, with
Obvious Blue Chip (Scott Zeron) and Tequila
Monday rounding out the top four.
This victory completed a perfect day for
McCarthy and trainer Noel Daley as they
also won Caviart Ally’s Jugette elimination
in addition to the Buckette for 3-year-old trotting fillies with Cool Cates. After the race,
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Driver Andrew McCarthy high-lined Caviart Ally to victory in the Jugette Final.
McCarthy explained that while he would
have obviously loved to be on the lead again,
the circumstances didn’t work out that way.
“I saw (Trace Tetrick) timed the gate pretty
good, and I didn’t have any shot of getting
around him,” McCarthy said. “I kind of
looked up coming out of that third turn, and
he had the whip up and she looked a little of
lazy on him. I wasn’t sure how much pace
he had, so I decided to take a shot and race
him and it worked out. The draw definitely
helped, we were up close. He got a pretty easy
first quarter, but then he started stepping on
the gas a little bit. The tempo really suited
me anyway.”
Daley, who scored his first win in the

Jugette, trains the victorious daughter of Bettor’s Delight for owner Caviart
Farms. This was her fifth win of the year,
her seventh win lifetime, and she has now
earned over $500,000 in her career. Sent off
as the 9-5 second choice, Caviart Ally paid
$5.60 to win.
“Coming first-over, that was great she
was able to do it,” Daley stated. “We were
going to try and take the lead, but that didn’t
work. She’s got as much speed as them, but
up until now she hasn’t had as much bottom
as a couple of them. We added Lasix there
a couple starts ago, and that seems to have
done the trick.”

Emoticon Hanover just misses world record in Ms Versatility
Coming off a world record 1:50 2/5 mile at
Tioga Downs in the Joie De Vie on August
27, Emoticon Hanover just missed another
one by a fifth of a second when she took the
$120,500 Ms. Versatility final for trotting
mares on Thursday afternoon at the Delaware County Fair in 1:52.
Emoticon Hanover (Daniel Dube) started
from the outside post five in the event, and
she had to work some to clear rail starter
Caprice Hill (Yannick Gingras) but was able
to do so at the 26 4/5 opening quarter. A 55 1/5
half and a 1:23 3/5 three-quarters followed,
and Emoticon Hanover opened up with every
stride in the final panel, winning by open
lengths over Caprice Hill, Barn Girl (Aaron
Merriman), and Side Bet Hanover.
Dube was interviewed after the race and
remarked that the time off was of no concern.
“(Trainer Luc Blais) trained her very good,
and he doesn’t want to abuse her,” he said.
“He just keeps her for the big races like that,
and he just gave her some time. I knew she
was fit enough to do it.”
Blais trains Emoticon Hanover, a 4-yearold Kadabra mare, for owner Determination.

This was her 14th career victory, and she has
now banked $873,802. She paid $3.40 to win as
the 3-5 favorite.

Old Oaken Bucket to Shake It Off Lindy
A field of five lined up for the $105,125 Old
Oaken Bucket for 3-year-old colt trotters this
afternoon at the Delaware County Fair, and
it would be 3-5 favorite Shake It Off Lindy
winning in 1:54 flat, a career-best clocking.
Starting from the pole position and driven
by Scott Zeron, Shake It Off Lindy shot
through to the top and would reach the opening quarter in 28 1/5 and the half in 57 2/5.
Moonshiner Hanover (Tim Tetrick) popped
out of the pocket off the third turn and
battled side-by-side with Shake It Off Lindy
to the three-quarters in 1:26, but Shake It Off
Lindy put his bid away on the final bend and
pulled clear in the lane to win by about three
lengths over Andy M (David Miller). Moonshiner Hanover, Only Passing Thru (Matt
Kakaley) and Brand New Key (Corey Callahan) rounded out the order.
“He is extremely fast off the gate, so I

thought a lot of people would respect that,”
said Zeron. “When you have a five-horse
field you can control the tempo if nobody is
coming at you, and that’s kind of what we
did. I love sitting behind him. He’s very wellmannered, and they’ve done a great job with
him.”
Shake It Off Lindy is a Crazed colt trained
by Frank Antonacci for owner K R Breeding
LLC. This was his fifth career victory, and
he has now earned $204,104. He paid $3.40 to
win.
“I think he’s getting sharper and sharper,
and he’s been racing great,” added Domenico
Cecere, the assistant trainer to Antonacci.
“This was the first time for him on a half, and
I was thinking we were going to have a problem, but he didn’t.”

-Greg Reinhart

Little Brown Jug Day
attendance checked
in at 42,748

Illinois-bred champions night on tap for Saturday at Hawthorne
Saturday evening at Hawthorne will be
the culmination of a great season of racing
as the summer harness meet comes to a
close this weekend. The best in the state
of Illinois will be in the limelight as over
$1.4 million in purses will be offered on the
Night of Champions card. The 12 race card
kicks off at 7:10 PM (C.S.T.) on Saturday with
open pacers and will be followed by 11 stakes
finals, all for Illinois-bred horses. A look at
the top contenders in each race:
Race 2 - $115,000 Kadabra Championship
Two-year-old colt and gelding trotters are
featured in the Kadabra with a full field of
ten. True Detective could be the likely favorite as he has won five of eight races, but has
also had issues staying on stride in recent
races. Owned by Dr. Patrick Graham and
trained by Curt Grummel, he won leg three
of this event but went off stride into the lane
in leg four. Cruzen Cassi has been consistent, finding the board in nine of 11 races on
the year. Owned by James Rine and Charles
Doehring, he is trained and will be driven
by J D Finn in this final. The sleeper could
be Illinimight for trainer and driver Mike
Brink. Close in recent races, Illinimight
pulled off the upset at 15-1 last week in leg
four of the Kadabra. He draws inside for
owner Kevin Miller and could repeat that
performance.
Race 3 - $135,000 Fox Valley Flan Championship
Two-year-old filly trotters will line up in
the Fox Valley Flan as trainer Mike Brink is
back with another top contender. The Brink
trainee in the Fox Valley Flan is Maui Mama
for owner Bill Wright. Maui Mama has
done just about everything right this year,
winning seven of eight starts. The meet’s
leading driver, Casey Leonard gets the call
once again in the final. Maui Mama isn’t
owner Bill Wright’s only shot in this race
as he also owns a portion of Trotting Grace,
along with Mystical Marker Farms LLC and
trainer Steve Searle. Trotting Grace has
also been very good this year winning five
of her nine starts.
Race 4 - $175,000 Incredible Tillie Championship
Two-year-old filly pacers come together
in the Incredible Tillie final as a trio all
enter this spot with similar credentials.
Drawing the inside is The New Americana
for owners Chris Mroz, Dave Falzone, and
Jim Molitor and trainer Steve Searle. The
New Americana has won six of ten starts on
the year, including a victory in leg four of
the Incredible Tillie last week. Rollin Coal
poses a threat for owner and trainer Hosea
Williams as she has found the board in 10
of 11 races this season. Fox Valley Jazzy
has won seven of 12 starts in 2017, including
defeating The New Americana and Rollin
Coal in leg three of the Incredible Tillie.
Owned by Cathy Finn-Kanitz and trained by
Dale Kanitz, regular driver Ridge Warren
will be back in the bike again on Saturday.
Race 5 - $120,000 Beulah Dygert Memorial
Championship

Three-year-old filly trotters are featured
in the Beulah Dygert Memorial trot as a star
at two has continued her form into her threeyear-old season. That filly is Annas Lucky
Star for owner Danny Graham and trainer
Terry Winemiller. After an undefeated twoyear-old season in six starts, Annas Lucky
Star has won eight of ten this year. While
Annas Lucky Star will be a heavy favorite
on Saturday, Lous Game N Match can’t be
dismissed for what she has accomplished
this year. Owned and trained by Steven
Renard, Lous Game N Match has won 18
times on the year from 34 starts.
Race 6 - $115,000 Erwin F. Dygert Memorial Championship
Three-year-old colt and gelding trotters
are featured in the Erwin F. Dygert Memorial Trot. Owners Flacco Family Farms
LLC and trainer Roshun Trigg send out
favorite Louscipher. A winner of 16 of 31
starts on her career, Louscipher enters this
final on a four-race win streak, including a
lifetime mark of 1:55 1/5 over this track last
week. Casey Leonard drives Louscipher
once again in the final. Picky Picky Valor
may have the best chance to pull off the
upset as he has chased Louscipher home in
each of his last three races. Owned by Shelley Steele for trainer Gerald Hansen, Picky
Picky Valor defeated Louscipher in Springfield but will have to overcome the outside
post draw on Saturday.
Race 7 - $60,000 Plesac Championship
Aged trotters battle in the Plesac Championship as Tricky Nick leads the way for
trainer Richard Perfido. Racing mainly at the
Meadows this summer, Tricky Nick came to
Hawthorne last week for the Plesac preview
and didn’t disappoint. Driven by Jim Pantaleano for owner Thomas Mattingly, Tricky
Nick was dominant in victory, winning in
1:55 1/5 over this strip last Saturday. Eightyear-old mare Ants Iner Pants takes on the
boys once again as she poses a big threat in
this final. Owned by Thomas Wisniewski
and trainer Steve Searle, Ants Iner Pants
will surpass $300,000 in career earnings in
this final. A good second to Tricky Nick last
weekend, she draws well in the final and
could be poised to pull off the upset.
Race 8 - $195,000 Incredible Finale Championship
The richest race of the Night of Champions card is for two-year-old colt and gelding pacers in the Incredible Finale final. A
dominant force for the juvenile pacers looks
to continue his winning ways as Fox Valley
Gemini will be a heavy favorite. Owned by
Jim Ballinger and trained by Terry Leonard, Fox Valley Gemini enters this final
perfect in eight career starts. He has won
each leg of this series as regular driver Casey
Leonard will be back in the bike. Fox Valley
Hijinx draws the rail as he looks to upset for
owner David Brigham and driver-trainer
Kyle Husted. Fox Valley Hijinx enters this
race off a win in the division opposite of
Fox Valley Gemini last week and could take
advantage of the post on Saturday.

Race 9 - $60,000 Robert S. Molaro Championship
Aged pacers meet up in the Robert S.
Molaro final as many of these faced each
other in last week’s preview. The winner
of that race was Evergreen Elite for trainer
Ken Rucker. Racing mainly at Hoosier Park
during the summer, Evergreen Elite came
into Hawthorne last week and was victorious for driver Mike Oosting. Starting immediately next to Evergreen Elite is Crankin’ It
Up for owner Richard Anthony Briskey and
trainer Norm Parker. A six time winner on
the year, Crankin’ It Up has hit the board in
17 of 27 races this year.
Race 10 - $180,000 Robert F. Carey Memorial Championship
Three-year-old colt and gelding pacers
match up in the Carey Memorial final in a
wide open race. The leg four winner, Fox
Valley Herbie figures to take a good amount
of action at the windows for owner Benita
Simmons and trainer Tom Simmons. A fourtime winner this year, Fox Valley Herbie has
hit the board in 12 of 16 races in 2017. Sporty
Redhot could be a threat for owner Allan
Beals and trainer Kim Roth. A three time
winner on the year, he has hit the board
in nine of 15 races as Juan Franco gets the
return drive.
Race 11 - $165,000 Plum Peachy Championship
Three-year-old filly pacers are the focus
in the Plum Peachy Final in another very
competitive race. Fancy Creek Jolene is
the likely favorite for owner Frank Marcolini and trainer Kim Hamilton. A five-time
winner this year, Fancy Creek Jolene has
a strong late closing kick and looks to get
a very fast pace ahead of her. One with
speed is two-year-old champ Princess Sage
for owners Keli Jo Bell and trainer Freddie
Patton, Jr. A winner of eight of 11 as a twoyear-old, she has won three times this year,
entering this race off a close third-place
effort in leg four action. Boogie On Down
draws the inside as she has speed for owners
Mr. Lynn & Barbara Wilfong along with
Brett and Candice Wilfong as Brett Wilfong
trains. After a pair of dominant efforts in
Springfield, Boogie On Down finished a good
third in one of the leg four divisions of the
Plum Peachy last week.
Race 12 - $60,000 Tony Maurello Championship
Aged filly and mare pacers close out
the Night of Champions card in the Tony
Maurello final. Bucklegirl Bobette draws
the outside off a victory in the preview last
week for trainer Robert Walker and driver
Kyle Wilfong. A winner of 11 of 25 starts on
her career, Bucklegirl Bobette would surpass
$100,000 in career earnings with a victory or
second-place effort in the Maurello. Joyful
Game shipped in from the East coast last
week for the preview and may have used that
race to get a trip over the track. Owned by
Rick Dane, Jr., Joyful Game looks for career
win number 25 in the Maurello.

-edited release (Jim Miller for Hawthorne)

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Vernon (6:45 P.m.)
NY Sire Stakes - 2yoFT (Races 8 & 9)
Featuring: Plunge Blue Chip

Saturday, September 23
freehold (12:30 p.m.)
Charles Smith Final - 3yoT (Race 3)

Derick Giwner & Matt Rose discuss the stakes races
at Hoosier Park on Friday.

Friday, September 22
freehold (12:30 p.m.)
$50,000 NJ Sire Stakes Final - 3yoFP (Race 5)
Featuring: Freakonomics

Philadelphia (12:40 p.m.)
Liberty Bell - 2yoFT&P (Races 2, 4, 6, 8 & 12)

yonkers (7:10 P.M.)
NY Sire Stakes - 3yoCT (Races 4 & 5)
Featuring: Top Flight Angel (Race 4)
Guardian Angel AS (Race 5)

mohawk (7:30 P.M.)
C$500,000 She’s A Great Lady - 2yoFP (Race 6)
Featuring: Come See The Show, Sidewalk Dancer,
Percy Bluechip
C$816,000 Metro Final - 2yoP (Race 9)
Featuring: Stay Hungry, Twin B Tuffenuff, Pedro Hanover

hawthorne (8:10 p.m.)
Illinois Statebred Finals - (Races 2-12)

Hoosier (6:30 p.m.)
$125,000 Elevation - 2yoCP (Race 5)
Featuring: Gd Western Joe
$240,000 Kentuckiana - 2yoFT (Race 7)
Featuring: Dab Hanover
$160,000 Moni Maker - 3yoFT (Race 8)
Featuring: Thats All Moni
$200,000 Kentuckiana - 2yoFP (Race 9)
Featuring: Rainbow Room

Sunday, September 24
philadelphia (12:40 P.M.)
Liberty Bell - 2yoCT&P (Races 3, 5, 11, 12 & 14)

Looking Ahead
Red Mile (9/28-10/1) - Bluegrass Series

$160,000 Jenna’s Beach Boy - 3yoCP (Race 10)
Featuring: Beckhams Z Tam, Huntsville

Dayton (9/29) - $150,000 Dayton Trotting & Pacing Derby

$160,000 Hoosier Pacing Derby - FFAP (Race 11)
Featuring: Check Six, Rockin Ron, All Bets Off, Mcwicked

Red Mile (10/7) - $150,000 Allerage Pace & Trot

$240,000 Centaur Trot - FFAT (Race 12)
Featuring: Hannelore Hanover

Red Mile (10/5-7) - International Stallion Stakes
Red Mile (10/8) - $500,000 Kentucky Futurity
Red Mile (10/8) - $450,000 Tattersalls Pace
(All post times are E.D.T.)

