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Allard’s Keystone Velocity seeks national
respect with a Canadian Pacing Derby win
By Jay Bergman
It must take an awful lot to gain the respect
of those who decide the sport’s top performers. Rene Allard, who will send out Keystone
Velocity in Saturday’s C$615K Canadian
Pacing Derby on Saturday at Mohawk, hopes
that his 9-year-old will garner enough attention to perhaps crack the sport’s Top Ten list.
Somehow mired in 11th place this week even
after a scintillating 51 3/5 final half clocking in
one of last week’s two Derby trials, Keystone
Velocity will look to capture one of Canada’s
most prestigious horse races for Allard and
his brother, driver Simon.
“He’s always been a great horse,” Rene
Allard said on Tuesday. “When Simon drove
him at Pocono and he went a 48 and change
mile in the slop, you knew he was something
special.”
Allard didn’t own or train Keystone Velocity at that point, but despite the advancing age
of the son of Western Hanover he was keenly
interested in the acquisition.
“I couldn’t buy him myself; especially a
horse of that age. Thankfully I had owners
who were supportive,” Allard said.
Purchased last October, Keystone Velocity in some ways was a fresh horse. “There
was an ownership conflict that kept him out
of racing,” said Allard, referring to nearly
two years of inactivity on Keystone Velocity’s
resume.
Timing is everything in sports and in the
case of Allard and Company’s acquisition,
2017 has gone from what could have been a
good year into a potentially great year. The
confluence of his ability and some incredibly
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HORSE
Mcwicked
Keystone Velocity
Easy Lover Hanover
Rockin Ron
Lyons Snyder
All Bets Off
Nirvana Seelster
Dealt A Winner
Sintra
Check Six

DRIVER
David Miller
Simon Allard
Doug McNair
Louis Philippe Roy
Brett Miller
Yannick Gingras
Trevor Henry
Scott Zeron
Jody Jamieson
Tim Tetrick

ODDS
5-1
5-2
15-1
3-1
15-1
6-1
8-1
15-1
8-1
10-1

good racing luck, as well as the retirement of
last year’s Horse of the Year Always B Miki
and the sidelining of the 2015 Horse of the Year
Wiggle It Jiggleit, has made all the difference
for Keystone Velocity.
“I think we’ve gotten some good breaks,”
said Allard. “We drew well in the two biggest
races and were able to work out a pocket trip.”
Indeed Keystone Velocity made the most
of post four in the Levy final with Dan Dube
executing the perfect trip and an 11-1 upset
victory.
Again in July in the Ben Franklin at Pocono,
Keystone Velocity outkicked favored Mel
Mara on the wire after Simon Allard worked
out the pocket journey from the pole position
starting slot.
You have to be careful when handling a top
aged performer because the races can get testy
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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$250,000
Ohio Sires Stakes
Championships

Drunk On Your Love

Ohio Sires Stakes winner~Legs 1, 2, & 3
Driver: Danny Noble Trainer: Jim Pollock, Jr.
Owners: Mark Ford & Jason Settlemoir

2 & 3-Year-Old Ohio-bred
Colts & Fillies, Trotters & Pacers
Saturday, September 2, 2017 at Scioto Downs

www.racingohio.net

Ohio Sires Stakes 77 S. High Str., 18th Floor Columbus, Ohio 43215
Kimberly Rinker, OSDF Administrator
614-779-0269 kim.rinker@racing.ohio.gov

At age 9 Keystone Velocity still strong

Reward system
for World Records
Asked
& Answered
By Ryan Macedonio
@Trotcast

Keystone Velocity has won the Levy and Ben Franklin Finals this year.
CONTINUED from page 1

and Allard appears to have figured out the
road map for success, at least in 2017.
“We’ve tried to race him from off the pace
when we can in elimination races. The idea is
to make the final and hopefully have him at
his best. The Levy is a very tough series and
you can’t be on the front end all of the time,”
said Allard.
The strategy worked out incredibly well
in last week’s elimination race and what’s
shocking is not that Keystone Velocity made
the final after sitting eight lengths off the
pace in a moderate 55 1/5 half, but that he was
able to win in 1:48 2/5 from that spot.
Keystone Velocity was airborne in the
stretch and that 25 1/5 clocking for the final
quarter was just as eye-catching.
The final may not set up as easily as last
week’s elimination victory, with some solid
qualifiers coming out of the other elimination
division. Rockin Ron breezed in that division
in 1:47 2/5 for young driving sensation Louis
Philippe Roy. “Burke’s horse Rockin Ron
was very impressive,” said Allard, expecting
Saturday’s contest to be a battle.

Nikki Sherman

Keystone Velocity landed post two with
Rockin Ron starting from post four in the
Canadian Pacing Derby final, carded as race
seven of a dozen on Saturday’s stakes-packed
program.
Allard will be somewhat outnumbered
by trainer Burke in the final as the sport’s
leading conditioner sends out three, including the rugged veteran All Bets Off (post 6)
with Yannick Gingras in the bike and Check
Six (post 10) with Tim Tetrick picking up the
assignment. Check Six scored a major upset
in the Sam McKee Memorial on Hambletonian Day. All Bets Off was a solid second to
Keystone Velocity in last week’s elimination
heat.
McWicked landed the pole position with
David Miller opting to drive for trainer Casie
Coleman. The son of McArdle was a solid
third coming from far back in Rockin Ron’s
explosive mile.
For Allard, winning the Canadian Pacing
Derby would be special. “Winning any major
race with my brother driving means the
world to me,” Allard said.

Harness Racing Bounties! Where are
they? I know it’s usually a word swirled
in controversy, but we have the perfect
opportunity to be proactive instead of
reactive!
The Red Mile Grand Circuit meet is
coming up and I’ve heard how special/
important it is. The yearling sale is one
of the best, clearly, yet the races are just
ok it terms of competition. There isn’t
one race that sticks out for me that will
make me want to tune in before I know
the results. I don’t really look forward
to watching them and they have no real
meat to bite into except when there is a
World Record on the line!
Last year we saw Walner become
the fastest 2-year-old trotter ever. We
saw Downbytheseaside and Huntsville
become the fastest 2-year-old pacers
ever, in back to back races, and we saw
Always B Miki become the fastest Standardbred ever.
But what did it get us? We didn’t get
any national press, and the stories were
moved over in less than a week. Onto
the next stakes race! I read all last year
how the attendance was down at The Red
Mile, and how people were at Keeneland
and the UK football game. There was no
reason for people to attend the event live,
because if something happened, like a
World Record, they’d just watch it on
YouTube later on.
Here’s where World Record Bounties
come into play, for both fans and horsepeople. Advertise that the Red Mile is the
place where World Records are gunned
for and broken! The casual fan can
appreciate and get excited about that.
Offer a $50,000 bonus to the connections of each horse if a World Record is
broken. Offer another $50,000 in food and
beer vouchers to anyone in attendance
watching it live. Offer another $50,000
to all of the people who took photos and
videos of the World Record, then tagged
themselves on social media!
Make the event exciting and give the
casual fan something to watch. You
don’t have to know anything about horse
racing to get excited about a possible
World Record.
How do we restore the Red Mile to its
glory days of a grandstand full of people? I
don’t know the answer wholly, but I know
bounty and world record promotions have
worked elsewhere . . . time to be proactive.

Brown brings 10 to Ohio Championships
By Derick Giwner
More than halfway through 2017, trainer
Brian Brown is having a dream season. Not
only does he condition two of the top 3-year-old
pacing colts in the sport in Fear The Dragon
and Downbytheseaside, but he also trains the
nearly unbeaten Blazin Britches.
While Brown will be at Yonkers Raceway
preparing Downbytheseaside for the $500,000
Messenger Pace on Saturday, his barn will be
sending out 10 contenders during Ohio Night
of Champions at Scioto Downs. Eight $250,000
Finals for 2- and 3-year-olds of both gaits and
sexes are on tap as part of a special $7,500
guarnteed pick eight wager.
Brown’s top entrant on the card is in the
2-year-old filly pace, race 5 on the program.
He’ll send out the unbeaten Prsntpretynperfect, a daughter of Big Bad John, from post
three with Kayne Kauffman in the bike.
“She’s been unbelieveable,” said Brown.
“We bought her for $6,000 as a family horse.
Jenny (his wife) was actually bidding and I
didn’t even know it. We were going to race her
at the fairs and she turned out to be a lot better
than we expected.”
Prsntpretynperfect was rolling along with
four straight wins prior to her most recent
start at Northfield Park. She made a break
before the start and was 10 lengths back at the
quarter but was able to sweep past the field to
win convincingly by 3-1/4 lengths.
“She had the rail on a muddy track and I
think she just got a bit too excited,” said Brown
about the miscue. “Front end speed wasn’t
holding up that night and maybe the break
was a blessing. Perhaps if she would have been
on the lead things wouldn’t have worked out.”
Brown also sends out Shadows On Time
from post five with Ronnie Wrenn Jr as an
uncoupled stablemate. A full sister to millionaire Shadow Play, she has a different style of
racing according to the trainer.
“She’s more of a grinder but that leads to
some tough trips,” said Brown. “It looked like
she was going to win last week but she just got
tired. If the trip works out she could be right
there.”
The night will kick off for Brown in race 4
with a trio of starters in the 2-year-old pacing
colt championship. His top gun is Rock On
Creek, but he drew the outside post eight with
Chris Page listed to drive. After two straight
wins, Rock On Creek was caught late by likely
post time favorite Letsallrock in his last start.
“He scoped sick pretty bad but he seems
better today,” said Brown, who was also very
impressed with the most recent performance
from his other entrant, Slick Mick. That son of
The Panderosa was a fast closing third behind
Letsallrock despite starting from post eight
last time out.
“Letsallrock is a really nice horse, but Slick
Mick was running him down late. I think he is
in a good spot this week from post four,” said
Brown.
While Bye Bye Felicia looks competitive on
paper for Brown in the 3-year-old filly pacing
championship (Race 8), a bad post draw has
the trainer concerned.

SPOTLIGHT ON

SCIOTO DOWNS
By Derick Giwner
JJ Zamaiko Photos

2-year-old filly Prsntpretynperfect (above)
is Brian Brown’s best chance at winning
a OHSS Final while 2-year-old colt Sultan
Of Cash (below) is perfect in 6 starts this
year.

If you enjoy wagering on Sire Stakes
like I do, Scioto Downs has the perfect
bet on Saturday night. The track is offering a $7,500 guaranteed pick 8 (.20 minimum) combining all eight Sire Stakes
Finals. Below is my ticket along with
some analysis.

$7,500 GTD Pick 8 (Races 2 - 9)

“Post 9 kills her. She trained great today
(Wednesday), but I have no idea what kind of
trip she’ll get from that post,” said Brown.
Chris Page has the driving assignment
behind Bye Bye Felicia.
The night will end at Scioto in terms of Sire
Stakes with the 3-year-old pacing colt championship and while Brown has a quartet in the
9-horse field, the post position Gods weren’t
very kind to him. His group drew posts five,
seven, eight and nine in the field and he
ranked Lightning Onmyfeet as the best of the
bunch by a narrow margin.
“He’s coming in really good,” said Brown
about Lightning Onmyfeet. “He’s my best shot
but Mcthriller is coming into the race really
well, too. He could be a sleeper in there.”
Brown also sends out Barnabas, who he
admitted isn’t that sharp right now and
Mcraven, who has been battling some ulcers
recently.
As well-represented as Brown is throughout
the pacing finals, he doesn’t have any entrants
in the four $250,000 trot finals.
“It just evolved into people I trained for
didn’t want trotters,” said Brown. “I wish
I had more of them so I wouldn’t have to
compete against myself so often.”
Two undefeated 2-year-olds, Looking For
Zelda and Sultan Of Cash, will take center
stage in the filly (Race 2) and colt (Race 3) trotting finals, respectively.
Looking For Zelda will start from post one
for driver Tony Hall and trainer Norm Parker
in the filly split while Sultan Of Cash has post
three for the team of Roger Hughes Jr and
driver Ronnie Wrenn in the boys division.
Rose Run Sydney, a six-time winner in eight
races, is the likely favorite in the 3-year-old
filly trot, race 6 on the 15-race card. Trainer
Christopher Beaver will be in the spotlight in
the sophomore division for colts (Race 7) with
a three-horse entry.
Post time for the rich Scioto Saturday card
is 6:30 p.m.

With eight races in the sequence I’m
going to have to key a few horses to keep
the ticket affordable. Those come in
races 2, 6 and 7.
(1) LOOKING FOR ZELDA (R2) is
undefeated in five starts and really
hasn’t seen much in the way of competition for the most part. If there was any
other horse I’d consider including it
would be (6) TO RUSSIA, who could be a
sneaky horse to leave and sit a nice trip.
While (4) ROSE RUN SYDNEY (R6)
will have to defeat a three-ply entry
from trainer Chris Beaver, there is no
denying she is the most talented horse in
the race. I feel reasonably confident with
her.
In race 7 I’m on board with the threehorse Beaver entry (1, 1A, 1B). I wouldn’t
say any of the three is far and away the
best in the race, but all of them are clear
win contenders.
(1) MISSION ACCEPTED and (3)
SULTAN OF CASH in race 3 look to be
the solid obvious plays, with the latter
likely to be a heavy favorite since he has
yet to lose in six career starts. I’d love to
include (8) IN MY DREAMS on the ticket
as well, but the bad post makes him difficult at add at a cost of $38.40.
Race 5 has another clear-cut chalk in
(3) PRSNTPRETYNPERFECT and she’ll
likely take care of business. I strongly
considered singling her as well, but
(7) SHAKEWHATMAMAGAVEU has
already gone faster than her and comes
off a quick tightening mile at the Red
Mile. I can see her pulling off an upset
with the right trip.
The remaining three races (4, 8 & 9)
appear the most wide-open of the group
and I’m hoping we can catch a good price
or two. Race 8 in particular seems like
a crapshoot. More than half of the field
appears capable of pacing a mile in the
upper 1:51 range and I just couldn’t separate them.
.20 Ticket:
1 / 1,3 / 1,2,4,8 / 3,7 / 4 / 1 / 1,2,4,7,8,9 / 2,3,7,8
Total = $76.80

Running Aces is a diamond of harness racing in the midwest

Running Aces has drawn nice crowds with various promotions.

Keith Gisser Photos

CONFESSIONS
By Keith Gisser
While people continuously post on social
media and pontificate in various print and
online publications their thoughts on how
to make the racetrack experience better, the
easy answer is lying 1,214 miles northwest of
the Meadowlands.
While the Hambletonian disqualification
debacle made it abundantly clear that uniform
rules won’t help our sport or our experience
until we have uniform eyesight and uniform
judges’ qualifications, there is a little track in
Minnesota that is simply doing things better.
Interference? Did he? Didn’t he? Yes, probably.
But the disagreements are so strong it proves
the problem is not with the rule, but with its
enforcement. Baseball has a described strike
zone, but for every umpire it is a bit different.
Now on to the main story.
For harness racing to thrive into the future,
the sport could do a lot worse than look to
Running Aces, the 5/8 mile track in Columbus, Minnesota, about half an hour north
of the Twin Cities. The track has grown not
by leaps and bounds, but in a steady upward
spiral, fueled by a schedule of smart promotions, a good wagering menu and some pretty
competitive racing. It is, quite simply, the most
fun and friendly vibe I have ever experienced
at a racetrack.
As trainer Gene Miller, now 77, says, “Every
year I say it’s gonna’ be my last, but every year
I come back. I really enjoy it here.” Miller,
a veteran of the Billings amateur driving
circuit, is a professional trainer, sporting a
gaudy .349 UTRS this year and is winning at
a 20% clip, which may have something to do
with his positive outlook.
Purses are subsidized by poker and blackjack, but there are tables set up with a view of
the track. Purses range from $3,000 to $13,000
for Minnesota-bred young horses, with the
Open going for $10,000. Typically we see 7-9
horse fields . . . not always full, but full enough
to make some money. On the weekend I was
there, there were very few odds-on favorites.
What Running Aces has done extremely
well is develop a regular clientele. Handle has

grown from under $25,000 many nights when
they first opened in 2008, to almost $200,000
a night. While it is certainly not a track
the whales will play, the track continues to
develop new patrons with a variety of promotions and special events, making it a destination attraction, and some of those folks take a
shot on the horses.
Sunday is family night and I was there
recently with my Handicapping Herpetologist
program. But there was also a face painter
and a kid’s coloring contest. The night before,
I attended the track’s whiskey and cigar event.
A $20 ticket included bourbon or rye whiskey
from Wisconsin’s 45th Parallel Distillery, about
45 minutes away from the track, plus a cigar
from St. Croix Cigar. Throw in a Running Aces
bottle opener, a free program and a $10 Blackjack match play and you had a pretty good deal.
I estimate 50 people attended the event, including a surprising number of women. In fact, it
seems like Running Aces has found a way to
reach female customers more effectively than
any track I have been to recently.
Not a cigar smoker or a whiskey drinker?
For a healthy option, you can catch your own
trout dinner and have it prepared at the Trout
Air Tavern for just $20. In addition to a number
of dining options, including a recently added
buffet, the trout stream receives action before
and during the races and the space features
happy hour from 3-5 p.m. and after the races
until midnight, with live music on Saturdays. The Poker room offers special promos
throughout each day and that draws crowds.
If you don’t want a sit-down dinner, Tuesday
is dollar dog (and chip and soda) night, with $2
beer specials. Saturdays feature $4.00 local craft

beers, wine and cocktails, and a $7.50 steak or
prime rib sandwich. To the East of the grandstand is a grassy picnic type area that offers
concession trailers and often hosts the special
events. It is right behind the winner’s circle.
While in line to wager, I was stopped several
times by novices asking advice on how or who
to bet, so the newbies continue to flock to the
track. While many of the horses at Running
Aces are from Minnesota, Iowa and Wisconsin, there is a cadre of California horsemen
who make the track their summer home.
The top of the driver standings include Nick
Roland, Steve Wiseman, Dean Magee, Luke
Plano and James Yoder. There is very little
post bias with post five scoring at just under
17% and only the nine post showing a single
digit win percentage. That means decent
prices as money gets spread.
The typical card is about 10 races and is
run in around three hours. On Saturday,
while enjoying my rye and cigars, I did make
an error, a classic for someone who does not
attend as much live racing as he used to. I bet
fairly heavily the first few races (the Daily
Double is not offered, my only criticism) and
quickly found myself in a hole before determining any track bias for the night. Fortunately, I was paying attention to the races and
rebounded well, ending the evening with at a
$50 profit on a total of about $200 wagered.
Sunday, I made just two win wagers, as we
were swamped at the reptile display, cashing
both for another $50 profit. I just wish I had
more time to stay. If you are in the Twin Cities
area, you need to check out this racetrack. It
is fun and can be profitable. Now go cash. See
you next month.

Rainbow Room could be a record-breaking talent for Holloway
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
No matter how good a horse is the path to
achievement always hits a few bumps. For
Rainbow Room, the precocious juvenile filly
with a royal pedigree who started her career
taking the breath away from many in her
Meadowlands baby races, one missed race
could have determined her season.
“She got sick,” said trainer Joe Holloway
about the daughter of Horses of the Year
Somebeachsomewhere and Rainbow Blue. “I
had to scratch her from a Sire Stakes and I
wasn’t even sure I would race her in the last
one.”
Holloway spoke on August 24 after his filly
did in fact make the race date, a first meeting with her equally bred rival Come See The
Show. The race fit its billing as Come See The
Show, a daughter of Somebeachsomewhere
from champion Put On A Show, was used for
the lead and then stalked Rainbow Room to
the stretch with a clear chance. In the end
Rainbow Room held her off in a career best
1:51 2/5 mile. The two will renew what could
be a great rivalry for the sport on Monday
when the $252K Pennsylvania Sire Stakes
Championship will be raced at The Downs at
Mohegan Sun Pocono. Rainbow Room starts
from post 7, one spot to the outside of Come
See The Show.
“She had been pretty sick and even after I
entered her I wasn’t sure I would race her,”
Holloway said. “I even told David (Miller,
driver) that if she wasn’t right it was too risky
to race her. But by Tuesday (two days prior
to the race) I was able to train her and she
seemed fine.”
The missed time and lack of intense training didn’t hamper Rainbow Room in the least
and the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes she won at
Harrah’s Philadelphia could be the first of
many big days ahead for the $100,000 yearling
purchase.
For Holloway, who took over the training of Rainbow Room’s older full sister
Somwherovrarainbow late in her 3-year-old
season and campaigned her as an aged mare,
there are definitely similarities. But Holloway pulled no punches when he declared
Rainbow Room “The best 2-year-old filly I
have ever trained.”
“We really weren’t going that much with
her in January,” Holloway said. “But it wasn’t
the speed that impressed me as much as how
easy she got over the ground.”
Holloway’s been responsible for some of
the fastest pacers the sport has known most
recently the 2 and 3-year-old seasons of World
champion Always B Miki.
Being able to purchase Rainbow Room
actually required a bit of luck. As it turns
out another full sister sold as a yearling in
2014 and brought $270,000 at auction. When

Chris Tully Trot

Rainbow Room will start from post 7 in Monday’s Sire Stakes Final at Pocono.

that filly didn’t pan out as a 2-year-old it took
many eyes away from Rainbow Room when
she sold last year in the Lexington Selected
Sale.
“I don’t usually go this high when I’m
buying a yearling,” Holloway said with the
caveat that he didn’t think he would have
trouble locating partners for such an ideally
bred filly. Longtime patrons Marty Granoff
(Val D’or Farms) and Ted Gewertz took
pieces of Rainbow Room’s ownership as did
Crawford Farm.
With the Sire Stakes final on the horizon,
Holloway is hoping to map out a schedule for
the filly that will give her the most opportunity while protecting her. “She’s already been
sick twice this year so I hope we’re done with
that,” Holloway said. “She was made eligible
to the She’s A Great Lady and that’s a race I
would certainly love to win. But we’re going
to skip that and instead go to the stakes at
Hoosier (Kentuckiana Stallion September 22).
From there the plan would have Rainbow
Room showing up for Grand Circuit action
at The Red Mile, a place where Holloway
and his driver David Miller think a record is
within her grasp.
“David thinks if someone can cut a good
half she could do something special in
Lexington,” said Holloway.
The trainer himself has had outstanding
success with fillies over the Red Mile surface.
Back in 2013 his brilliant filly Shebestingin
became the fastest female performer in
the sport’s history with a 1:47 victory. That
daughter of Bettor’s Delight was a sophomore
at the time.
It was Holloway who conditioned the
incomparable She’s A Great Lady, who
teamed with his Jenna’s Beach Boy to dominate the sophomore and aged ranks in 1995-

96. “We had some issues with She’s A Great
Lady as a 2-year-old and we decided to stop
with her and give her a chance to develop,”
said Holloway about the decision that paid off
in a major way.
So it’s understandable that Holloway sees
a brilliant future for Rainbow Room and
wants to manage her the best way he can. “I
think 12 starts is the most she will have,” said
Holloway.
With a loss already in a division of the
Pennsylvania All Stars, Rainbow Room is
not perfect, but that seems fine with Holloway. “You’re not going to go undefeated,”
Holloway said. “Linda’s horse (Come See The
Show) is very talented and it’s always good
to see horses with this pedigree reach this
level.”
With $85,199 earned in her first five starts,
Rainbow Room has given every indication
that she has the talent expected from a horse
with such a magnificent pedigree. What
Holloway liked from her determined victory
in the final Sire Stakes leg was her toughness. “I really liked that she dug in when
tested,” Holloway said.
In a sport that has no shortage of speed
quite often it’s heart that defines a champion.
Yet we’re still in August and there is plenty
of racing ahead. Rainbow Room had gotten
everyone’s attention with a 1:55 baby race
win in her first trip behind the gate on June
3. To some it seemed unnecessary but given
how fast these fillies and colts must go from
the outset of their careers, the mile was a
useful prep for what was to come.
“The 2-year-olds just do it much easier
than they used to,” Holloway said. It makes
you wonder where the clock will stop in a
month from now when the top juveniles meet
up in the Bluegrass stake.

‘Dragon’ looks to remain on top in PASS
SPOTLIGHT ON

HOOSIER PARK
COVERAGE
PRESENTED BY
By Derick Giwner
Each week we’ll highlight a race(s)
from Hoosier Park. On Friday (Sept.
1) the track has a pair of Indiana Sire
Stakes Eligible races that caught my
eye. These races are interesting beacuse
you often have to find the hidden form in
each horse.
Chris Gooden

Fear The Dragon (3) defeated Huntsville (4) in the Adios and will look to do the same in
Sunday’s $252,000 PA Sire Stakes Championship at Pocono Downs.

By Ken Weingartner
Brian Brown’s stable is home to three of
the top 10 horses in the weekly Hambletonian
Society/Breeders Crown poll, which is a feat
the trainer never considered likely.
“It’s not something you ever think is going
to happen, that you’re going to have that many
in a year,” Brown said. “It’s something I’ve
never experienced, so I don’t really know how
to take it. But it’s a good thing to have.”
Brown’s top-rated star, No. 1-ranked Fear
The Dragon, headlines the lineup for Sunday’s
four $252,000 Pennsylvania Sire Stakes championships for 3-year-old pacers and trotters at
Harrah’s Philadelphia. Fear The Dragon has
won 10 of 12 races this year and earned $1.03
million. He finished second in both his losses.
The colt, owned by Emerald Highlands
Farm, enters the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes
championship for 3-year-old male pacers off
a win on Aug. 18 at The Meadows in the final
of four preliminary rounds of the series. He
competed in all four rounds, winning each of
his divisions.
In addition, Fear The Dragon’s wins this
season include the North America Cup, Hempt
Memorial, and Adios. He finished second to
stablemate Downbytheseaside (ranked No. 4
in the Top 10 and the 9-5 morning-line favorite in Saturday’s $500,000 Messenger Stakes at
Yonkers) in the Milstein Memorial.
Four of Fear The Dragon’s victories have
come in races with Huntsville, last year’s
Pennsylvania Sire Stakes champion and the
Dan Patch Award winner for best 2-yearold male pacer. The Ray Schnittker-trained
Huntsville, who this year has won seven of
11 races and finished worse than second only
once, is ranked third in the Top 10.
“I’m surprised (Fear The Dragon) has
beaten them as much as he has, but this horse
was a nice horse last year,” Brown said about
his colt, who won five of 11 races last season
and hit the board a total of 10 times. “He got

an eye infection (in late September) and he
wasn’t as good down in Lexington. It was his
last races, so we quit at the right time.”
Fear The Dragon and regular driver David
Miller will start the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes
championship from post seven in the eighthorse field. Huntsville and regular driver Tim
Tetrick will leave from post six.
“I’d like to have had a better draw, but it
is what it is,” said Brown, who saw Fear The
Dragon finish third in last year’s championship. “We may not get a pretty good trip here;
it depends on what Huntsville does. It will
be David and Dragon’s job to figure that out.
That’s worked out OK so far.”
Huntsville is one of the four returning
champions who will be in action Sunday,
along with male trotter Giveitgasandgo,
female trotter Fine Tuned Lady, and female
pacer Agent Q.
Agent Q, trained by Aaron Lambert and
driven by Miller, brings a five-race win streak
to the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes championship for 3-year-old filly pacers. She has won
seven of 10 races this year, finished worse
than second only once, and is ranked No. 9 in
the sport’s Top 10.
Her victories include the Lynch Memorial
and Mistletoe Shalee and she was undefeated
in three preliminary rounds of the sire stakes
series.
Fine Tuned Lady and Giveitgasandgo both
come from the stable of trainer John Butenschoen. Corey Callahan will drive both horses
as they attempt to defend their titles.
First race post time is 12:40 p.m., with the
Pennsylvania Sire Stakes championships
carded as races 9-12.
The four Pennsylvania Sire Stakes championships for 2-year-old pacers and trotters
are Monday at The Downs at Mohegan Sun
Pocono.

-Courtesy of Harness Racing Communications, a
division of the U.S. Trotting Association. For more
information, please visit www.ustrotting.com

Race 5 - $17,500 3YO Colt Pace
(6) SOUTHERN FLIGHT went into his
last start without a win in 12 races this
year. Driver/trainer Dale Hiteman was
able to work out a cozy trip and put a
new lifetime mark of 1:52 on this son of
Panspacificflight. With that confidence
builder under his belt, I see no reason he
can’t make the front and repeat.
(4) BLUEBIRD PACIFIC faced mostly
better foes in the Final last out but had
no shot from post nine. He gets his regular driver back this week and a workable
starting post.
(1) LUVNMYSHARKAWAY picks up a
big driver change to Trace Tetrick for a
top barn. His 3 for 28 career record leaves
something to be desired, but he isn’t
exactly facing world-beaters tonight.
The Plays:
Southern Flight to win
Exacta Box: 1,4,6

Race 7 - $17,500 3YO Colt Pace
It seems likely that (1) SHADYJAKE
will be the post time favorite, but he just
doesn’t stick out enough to accept a short
price. You also have to be concerned
with his growing number of runner-up
finishes lately.
(4) SISKEL seems like an interesting
play at what should be a fair price. While
he was just even in his last start, the son
of Real Desire hadn’t raced in more than
three weeks and had every right to be a
bit short. I like his versatility and at 5-1
or higher he seems worth a play.
(8) DAVE AND DENNIS has the fastest
winning time in the race but is stuck with
the outside draw. If driver Brandon Bates
guns off the wings of the gate, will he
have enough left to fend off any closers?
The Plays:
Siskel to win
Trifecta Key: 4 / 1,2,8

‘Seaside’ set to cruise in $500K Messenger
By Derick Giwner
If past performance is any indication of
the future then Downbytheseaside should
be standing in the winner’s circle following
Saturday’s $500,000 Messenger final.
Coming off an 8-1/2 length elimination
win versus the same foes he’ll face on Saturday, the Brian Brown-trained 3-year-old colt
seems destined for heavy favoritism despite
starting from the outside post seven.
Downbytheseaside is currently on a
two-race winning streak. He captured the
$300,000 Milstein memorial at Northfield
Park two starts back. Despite winning in
a sizzling 1:51 in his elimination, Brown is
expecting him to be even better this week.
“Last week his feet were pretty sore,” said
Brown. “We switched to flip-flops and he
improved instantly. He should be sounder
than last week.”
As with every trainer before a big race,
Brown was concerned that post seven would
pose a problem since there could potentially
be more “action” throughout the mile.
“I really don’t like post seven, but I have all
the confidence in the world in the horse and
Brian (Sears, driver),” said Brown.
Downbytheseaside has won seven of 11
starts in 2017 and earned $706,216 for owners

Country Club Acres, Joe Sbrocco, Rich
Lombardo and Diamond Creek Racing.
Should Downbytheseaside produce as
expected, it could be a scrum for the other top
spots. The second through eigth-place finishers in last week’s elimination were separated
by only 3-1/4 lengths at the wire. Art Scene
took the place that night and starts from post
four with Jordan Stratton in the bike.
The Messenger (Race 4) is one of four stakes
on the 12-race Saturday card at Yonkers that
also includes the $500,000 Yonkers Trot,
$119,010 Hudson Filly Trot and $113,880 Lady
Maud Pace.
Three trotters stand out in the Yonkers
Trot, with Devious Man (5/2) earning morning line favortism starting from post one with
Andy Miller in the bike. The pair finished a
neck behind fellow contender Yes Mickey in
last week’s elimination. Driver/trainer Ake
Svanstedt will handle Yes Mickey from post 6.
Fellow elimiantion winner Guardian
Angel AS leaves from post four with Jason
Bartlett in the bike. The Anette Lorentzontrained colt has won two straight and seven
of 12 starts this year.
The winner of the 9-horse Yonkers Trot
final will earn a berth into the October 14
$1,000,000 Yonkers International.
The stakes-filled Yonkers program kicks
off at 7:10 p.m.

Resolve to defend Yonkers
International Trot title
Resolve will defend his title in the
$1 million Yonkers International Trot
on Saturday afternoon, October 14, at
Empire City Casino. Trainer-driver Ake
Svanstedt, who steered the American
flag-carrier to last year’s world record
victory, has accepted the invitation to
the 1-1/4 mile classic on behalf of owner
Hans Enggren, according to Yonkers’
racing secretary Steve Starr.
France’s Dreamoko, the fastest from
the first crop of standout Timoko, and
Italy’s Twister Bi have also accepted
invitations to participate in the 39th
edition of the worldwide trotting affair.
Starr also reported that he and his
team have had discussions with representatives of Sweden’s Nuncio, the 2014
Yonkers Trot champion and last year’s
Elitlopp winner; another popular Swedish trotter Spitcam Jubb; the French-bred
Aubrion Du Gers; last year’s Hambletonian and Yonkers Trot champ, Canada’s
Marion Marauder; and Tripolini VP of
Denmark about entering the lineup.
Italy’s Oasis Bi and Sweden’s On Track
Piraten are also under consideration.

-edited release (Yonkers)

Burke envisions a big future for OHSS finalist Seeing Eye Single
By Ken Weingartner
Ron Burke likes what he sees in Seeing
Eye Single, but it is what he sees for the colt’s
future that is even better.
Seeing Eye Single is 4-for-4 this year and
the 3-1 morning-line favorite in Saturday’s
$250,000 Ohio Sire Stakes championship
for 2-year-old male pacers at Scioto Downs.
Seeing Eye Single will start from post No. 2
with Chris Page, the track’s leading driver,
listed in the sulky.
“I think next year he is really going to be
a good colt,” Burke said about Seeing Eye
Single. “He’s just a little immature and has
fought soundness issues a little bit. Obviously, every time he goes to the gate he
figures out how to win, so that’s a good sign.
“We’re not going to over-race him. I think
when he figures it out, this is a good horse. I
might race him at Delaware and I might race
him one time at Lexington. That would be
the most. And being honest, I could see me
shutting him down after this race. At most he
would have three more starts and very likely
this could be it.”
Seeing Eye Single, a baseball term for a
slow groundball that finds its way between
infielders for a hit, reminds Burke of another
late-blooming star --- one that has gone on to
earn more money in purses than any horse in
harness racing history.
“We say it every once in a while, and it
sounds stupid, but he reminds me a little of
Foiled Again,” Burke said. “I’m sure this is

how Foiled was as a young horse. He wasn’t
quite mature and he hadn’t quite figured it all
out. That’s the idea.”
Seeing Eye Single, like Foiled Again, is a
son of stallion Dragon Again. He is the first
foal out of mare Shabalabadingdong and was
purchased for $25,000 at last year’s Standardbred Horse Sale. He won his most recent race
by a half-length, but the remaining three by
a minimum of two lengths.
Scioto Downs is hosting eight $250,000 Ohio
Sire Stakes championship for 2- and 3-yearold pacers and trotters on Saturday, making
it the richest day on the state’s racing calendar.
Burke also has contenders in 2-year-old
female trotter Dashanay, 2-year-old female
pacer Baron Remy, and 3-year-old female
pacers Rosa’s Touch and Rosemary Rose.
Rosemary Rose started the year with five
consecutive wins, but went off stride in her
first Ohio Sire Stakes start and finished
ninth. She was seventh in the next round of
the sire stakes, but rebounded with a secondplace finish in the next leg and a win in the
final preliminary round to qualify for the
championship.
“I really thought she was our best chance
to win a final, and then that we might not
even make the final, so I was thrilled to make
it,” Burke said. “I’ve always felt she was the
best filly in the state. All her bad miles have
come in the sire stakes; other than that she’s
raced very good horses and beat them. She’s
a very good horse.”

Rosemary Rose, a daughter of stallion Foreclosure N out of Pantathlon, has won eight of
17 races this year and earned $114,277. She
will start her sire stakes championship from
post eight and is the 4-1 second choice behind
Tyler George’s Pistol Packin Mama, at 3-1.
Rosa’s Touch, a daughter of The PanderosaTouch Of Bogart who has won five of 20 starts
this year, is 9-2 from post one.
“She is going to need a trip,” Burke said. “If
she gets a trip she can go with them.”
Dashanay, who is 8-1 on the morning line,
will start from post seven in the sire stakes
championship for 2-year-old filly trotters.
She has one win in five races this season. Her
victory, though, came at Scioto Downs, where
she also has two second-place finishes to her
credit.
“She is probably only one of a few of mine
that’s overachieved this year,” Burke said
about the daughter of ManofmanymissionsEastern Starlet. “She just gets better and
better. I think she is sitting on a real good
mile. It’s at Scioto and she’s been good there.
I’m looking for her to be good again.
“It would have been better to draw inside,
but last year I learned one thing --- every
race in Ohio was very competitive and very
action-packed. You’ve usually got a shot. As
long as you stay out and keep pulling the
right line you’ll get your chance.”
Racing begins at 6:30 p.m. Saturday and the
championships are races two through nine.

-Courtesy of Harness Racing Communications

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
saratoga (7:05 P.M.)
NY Sire Stakes - 2yoFT (Races 3, 5 & 12)
Featuring: Lima Novelty (Race 3)

Yonkers (7:10 p.m.)
$500,000 Messenger - 3yoP (Race 4)
Featuring: Downbytheseaside
$500,000 Yonkers Trot - 3yoT (Race 5)
Featuring: Devious Man, Yes Mickey, Guardian Angel AS
$119,010 Hudson Filly - 3yoFT (Race 3)
Featuring: Celebrity Ruth

Derick Giwner & Matt Rose discuss a Labor Day
weekend full of stakes races.

Friday, September 1
BATAVIA (6:00 p.m.)
NY Sire Stakes - 2yoCP (Races 3 & 4)
Featuring: Hitman Hill, Casual Cool (Race 3)

MOHAWK (7:30 P.m.)
Champlain - 2yoT (Races 2 & 3)
Featuring: You Know You Do, Alarm Detector (Race 2)
Perfetto (Race 3)
Simcoe - 3yoFT (Race 9)
Featuring: Ariana G

Saturday, September 2
THE MEADOWS (1:05 P.M.)

$113,880 Lady Maud - 3yoFP (Race 6)
Featuring: Angel’s Pride

mohawk (7:30 p.m.)
Champlain - 2yoFP/2yoP (Races 2, 5 & 9)
Featuring: Percy Blue Chip (Race 2); Summer Travel (Race 9)
Simcoe - 3yoT (Race 6)
Featuring: International Moni, Bill’s Man
$615,000 Canadian Pacing Derby - Open (Race 7)
Featuring: Keystone Velocity, Rockin Ron, Check Six
ON Sire Stakes Gold - 3yoCP (Races 8 & 10)
Featuring: Classic Pro (Race 10)

Sunday, September 3
philadelphia (12:40 P.M.)
PA Sire Stakes Finals - 3yos (Races 9-12)
Featuring: Agent Q (Race 10); Huntsville,
Fear The Dragon (Race 12)

Monday, September 4

Stallion Series Finals - 2& 3yos (Races 1-4, 6, 8-10)
Featuring: Donttellmeagain (Race 10)

tioga (1:00 P.M.)

scioto Downs (6:30 P.M.)

NY Sire Stakes - 3yoFP (Races 4 & 6)
Featuring: Tequila Monday (Race 4); Clear Idea (Race 6)

OH Sire Stakes Finals - 2&3yos (Races 2-9)
Featuring: Looking For Zelda (Race 2)
Sultan Of Cash (Race 3); Seeing Eye Single (Race 4)
Prsntpretynperfect (Race 5); Rose Run Sydney (Race 6)
Star Buster (Race 7); Pistol Packin Mama (Race 8)

pocono Downs (4:30 P.M.)
PA Sire Stakes Finals - 2yos (Races 9-12)
Featuring: Manchego (Race 9)
Rainbow Room, Come See The Show (Race 11)

