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Harness racing and wrestling share similar roots
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
This past weekend I attended both W.W.E.
SummerSlam and Monday Night Raw at The
Barclays Center in Brooklyn, the former with
just my wife and the latter with my wife and my
children. So many things that occurred over
these two events amazed me that I thought it
was worth writing about and how it correlates
to harness racing.
First and foremost, 99-percent of what transpires within W.W.E. is scripted. All match
results are pre-determined and barring the
occasional mistake, or breaking of character, it
is very much like any other television program.
It amazed me that on Sunday there were thousands of fans literally breaking the doors down
to get into the arena prior to the start of the
event. While waiting outside, a throng of fans
were all chanting for their favorite wrestlers or
just shouting out W.W.E. clichés.
For both events the building was absolutely
electric. Whether it be different chants or
continuous cheers and applause, the audience
was always engaged with what was transpiring. This caught my attention because, as I
said earlier, the results are all pre-determined.
Much like the sport of harness racing,
the “sport” of professional wrestling shares
similar roots. The original golden age of
professional wresting in the United States
was in the middle of the 20th century, where
crowds would fill small arenas every time a
show came to town. Much like horse racing,
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as other sports became more prominent on
national television, the popularity of professional wrestling waned. In the late 1970’s and
into the early 1980’s, professional wrestling
was divided up into territories, with wrestlers
moving from territory to territory depending
on their popularity, much like a horse would
move from racetrack to racetrack. But in 1979
the first of a series of events took place that
would change the landscape of professional
wrestling, a nationally televised broadcast on
T.B.S.
By 1981, “Georgia Championship Wrestling” became the most watched program
on cable television. From there, came the
idea of the “super-card,” where all the major
wrestlers would come together for one blockbuster event. The most notable and successful
of these events was of course, Wrestlemania.
This led to the era of continuous wrestling
programming on national television and payper-view.
Horse racing, harness racing especially,
followed a similar path as wrestling. In the
1980’s events like the Breeders Crown were
aired on national television. The Hambletonian would find a home with CBS as well and
so on. However, harness racing from a standpoint of what it does to appeal to a national
audience did not change over the next 30 years.
In fact, the sport has less national exposure on
television. I can tell you I have sat in meetings where people have essentially said if the
events can’t be put on a premier network like
CBS or NBC, it just is not worth it to televise
the races nationally on a network.
So why is wrestling’s popularity stronger
than ever while the interest in harness racing
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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How can harness racing thrive like
professional wrestling?
CONTINUED from page 1

has declined? Simple, wrestling adapted, in
many different ways. For the 1980’s and a
part of the 1990’s, the premise of professional
wrestling was “good-guy versus bad-guy.”
Like everything in the world, that ran its
course. Vince McMahon, the C.E.O., noticed
that it was time for a change and he did so.
He gave a famous interview where he admitted that the results of the matches were predetermined and that professional wrestling
was “sports-entertainment.” From there,
wrestling became part sport, part sitcom,
part drama and part soap opera. Regardless of gender, age group, or any other demographic, there became something for everyone within professional wrestling.
The icing on the cake was the creation of
the W.W.E Network. The network costs just
$10.00 per month and it provides access for its
users for every pay-per view in the history
of professional wrestling in its archives. It
also has thousands of documentaries, other
cable shows, wrestler profiles and provides
live streaming of all the live pay-per-view
events throughout the year. For the year, it
costs the wrestling fan $120 to access unlimited content and watch every live wrestling
broadcast. It will cost someone almost as
much to order the Conor McGregor/Floyd
Mayweather fight this weekend. It can cost
someone in harness racing $5.00 to view one

Big M alters race dates
The Meadowlands is announcing date
changes for the upcoming fall-winter
meet, pending New Jersey Racing
Commission regulatory approval.
Due to the cancelation of Thoroughbred
dates originally scheduled by Monmouth
Park to be raced at The Meadowlands,
live harness racing will begin on Saturday, November 4 and continue each of the
succeeding Saturdays in November: 11, 18
and 25.
There will be no live racing on the originally scheduled dates of Friday, November 17 and 24.
This development will result in a few
changes to stakes schedules. The Kindergarten Classic Finals will now be raced at
The Meadowlands on Saturday, November 4. The Valley Victory and Goldsmith
Maid elimination races will be moved to
Saturday, November 18.
The above changes have been approved
by SBOA of NJ President Mark Ford.
“With Monmouth dropping several
dates at The Meadowlands this fall, we
felt it necessary to adjust our live schedule
to have racing on Breeders Cup Saturday
(November 4). The Kindergarten finals
will fit there nicely and we realize that
horsemen generally would prefer to race
an important stake like that over our mile
racetrack,” said Meadowlands GM Jason
Settlemoir. “We appreciate Mark Ford
and the SBOA of NJ cooperating with this
request.”
--edited release

racing program on one day.
Naturally harness racing is centered on
gambling and wrestling is not. Although, you
can wager on European markets on many
wrestling events, from match results to propbets like how many times a wrestler will hit
a certain move within a match. But the point
is that professional wrestling has morphed
from a small-town, mom and pop outfit 40
years ago, to a world-wide phenomenon
today. Thanks to the internet, wrestling fans
know who the up and coming wrestlers are
before they get to the W.W.E. Furthermore,
W.W.E. created a brand called “N.X.T.” which
is their version of a minor-league system and
of course, all their content is available on the
W.W.E. Network. In harness racing, there is
no central database of unlimited information
and video at affordable rates. The exposure
on television is minimal at best and the sport
conducts itself in a near identical fashion as
it did in 1985.
As a point of reference, this week’s episode
of Monday Night Raw attracted 3.42 million
viewers, the fourth most watched program
on cable. By comparison, the NFL pre-season
game checked in at 3.57 million. I honestly
don’t know if there are 3.42 million people
that watch a harness race over the course of
the year and I can’t accept that professional
wrestling, a completely scripted pre-determined “sport,” has figured out how to thrive
in 2017 and harness racing cannot.
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
and top pacing events like the North America
Cup and Meadowlands Pace is a dream come
true.
“I did have American Jewel and Heston Blue
Chip at 2,” said Tetrick, recalling the top filly
pacer and colt, respectively. “They were both
really good and ended up being really good at
3, but these are my top two that I’ve had so far.”
Tetrick is no stranger to driving champion 2-year-old colt pacers. In 2012 he guided
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Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
Huntsville may have a way to go before being
mentioned in conversations with Captaintreacherous, but for Tetrick, he’s on the right
path.
“He’s close,” said Tetrick on how Huntsville compares to Captaintreacherous. “You
can’t knock Captain because he won everything. This horse hasn’t done it yet in his early

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Handicapping the Open is clearly not an exact science
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Some things can’t be programmed into a
computer.
At least that’s the impression you may get
from taking a close look at the morning line
from this past Saturday’s feature race at
Yonkers.
If you are asking the computer to look at
number of wins or money won in 2017 or the
statistics of the trainer or the driver of Somewhere In L A, then it’s a no-brainer. Somewhere In L A deserved as much attention
as possible. With 10 wins he had four more
than any of his seven rivals on Saturday. His
earnings were the highest in the field that
included Gerrity winner Bit Of A Legend N
and recent Haughton Memorial champion
Mach It So.
Somewhere In L A’s trainer is Rich Banca,
who is in the midst of his greatest season ever.
Always a high-percentage trainer, Banca’s
depth of talent at Yonkers has been impressive this year. Then there is Yonkers leading
driver Jason Bartlett in the bike. Bartlett’s
stock has never been higher.
So when the computer assessed Somewhere In L A’s chances it really had no choice
but to assign the 3-1 favoritism, despite the
horse being “assigned” post eight by racing
secretary Steve Starr.
Computers didn’t wager on the $55,000
Open Handicap at Yonkers on Saturday.
When bettors were factored into the equation
it was Bit Of A Legend N, the aforementioned
Gerrity champion, that was sent off as the 65
cents on the dollar betting choice and Somewhere In L A going postward at odds of 12-1.
That Bit Of A Legend N was 8-1 in the morning line may have been another anomaly in
the programming, but the computer can only
work with data that it is given and apparently
can’t understand the dynamics of the weekby-week Open Handicaps.
It didn’t come as any surprise to bettors
that Bit Of A Legend N, having drawn inside
Somewhere In L A this past Saturday after
starting outside that rival the week before,
had the only advantage that really mattered.
At the same time it seems that there had to be
at least an understanding by those wagering
that Somewhere In L A, a sixth and eighth
place finisher from post eight in two July
Open Handicaps at Yonkers where he trailed
around the track, would likely have limited
involvement in the early going.
Yes the bettors were right and the computer
was wrong this past Saturday as Bit Of A
Legend N got the front seat and Somewhere
In L A took the back seat.
The late Herve Filion once said, “These
horses aren’t machines.” At the time it
seemed like a way of deflecting driver’s
behavior within a race.

chris brokate

Somewhere In L A has banked over $456,000 this season.
Some 30 years later it’s still the same and
it’s even harder to point fingers at the horse.
You see, horses don’t enter themselves in
overnight or stakes races. That duty is upon
the trainer.
Those within the sport have come to accept
the results of last weekend’s Yonkers Open
Handicap as status quo. Whether the linemaker got it right or wrong is really inconsequential to the ultimate issue. What’s apparent, at least when looking at Somewhere
In L A, is that the connections have been
put in an uncomfortable corner. Because of
their success if they want to continue racing
their horse and actually profit from it being
assigned post eight every week is going to be
hard to swallow. Worst case is being competitive from post eight is only likely to earn the
horse an outside draw in future weeks.
What we have come to accept in this sport
is a system that is broken. It is so broken that
we can’t even program its very factors inside
a computer and have it make any sense at all.
The numbers don’t lie and the computer can
analyze them as well as humans. What can’t
be programmed is human nature and how
people respond when put in particular situations.
We could turn away from these week-toweek issues and just accept them as part of
the game or we can ask for it to be changed.
The connections of Somewhere In L A
have, if purse earnings matter at all, done
quite well for themselves this year with earnings in excess of $456K. The track doesn’t
owe them any favors and the betting public
shouldn’t be asked to look the other way
when he is given the outside post.
Steve Starr has no choice but to handicap

his Open races and I believe he was pretty
much spot on in assigning Bit Of A Legend
N post six, Mach It So post seven and Somewhere In L A the outside in a field where
the inside five rivals have not come close to
measuring up to them in 2017.
What Starr can’t do is drive the horses in
a race or expect the drivers to do everything
possible to overcome what handicaps he puts
on them.
The purse structure at Yonkers is impressive and with it those in power should expect
at all times the maximum effort from those
sending out horses. It’s imperative if you
want people to pay attention to your biggest
races we don’t see legitimate contenders go
behind the gate and not answer the bell.
I know there are those who will find
excuses. There are those who will say that
the bettors were well aware of what would
happen and adjusted their thinking in the
process. The problem is that a majority of
those that still take even a minor interest
in our sport don’t expect to see Somewhere
In L A, a horse that won the previous week’s
feature more than 12 lengths off the leaders
and out of the race at the quarter pole.
Even though both Bit Of A Legend N and
Mach It So left the gate shouldn’t Jason
Bartlett have tried in some manner to
improve his position in the opening quarter?
It’s impossible for any horse to win the
Open Handicap every week but the issue to
those watching and wagering is competition.
Post eight is a handicap. It should not be a
death sentence to the driver or those wagering on our races.

Enterprise ready for action in YR Trot Elim
SPOTLIGHT ON

By Jay Bergman
Trainer Marcus Melander has made a
solid impact on North American trotting
in the last two years. The 25-year-old most
recently saw Enterprise through an elimination victory for the Hambletonian and an
eventual third place finish in the final. On
Saturday Enterprise hopes to continue along
the Triple Crown road to stardom in one of
two $40,000 eliminations for the Yonkers Trot
at Yonkers Raceway.
“Overall I was happy with his races in
the Hambletonian,” Melander said on Tuesday. “The final was a weird race with Jason
(Bartlett) getting parked. There wasn’t much
Tim (Tetrick) could do. It might have been
different if we could have come first over but
that didn’t happen.”
Enterprise, after winning in 1:52 in his
elimination race, never got untracked in the
final but came out of the race in good form
and Melander is excited about the Yonkers
Trot ahead.
“I told the owners last year that this was
a race I thought we should look towards,”
Melander said in speaking of Enterprise.
“He’s never raced on a half-mile track but
he’s trained on one.”
Enterprise enters the Yonkers Trot eliminations on Saturday (races six and seven)
with five wins in eight starts this year for
owner Courant Inc. That comes after racing
just once as a juvenile for Melander.
“He’s a much different horse this year than
he was last year,” said Melander. “He’s still
a bit aggressive behind the gate but once you
leave out of there you can control him pretty
well.”
Enterprise landed the rail in the sixth race
and could get a real test in the form of Zweig
winner Yes Mickey (post 4) and Beal champion Devious Man (post 5) in a race where
four of the six horses reach the final.
Yes Mickey, a $30,000 supplemental entry
after his 34-1 shocker in the Zweig last Friday,
hopes to give trainer Ake Svanstedt his
second Triple Crown jewel with two different horses. Hambletonian champion Perfect
Spirit was not eligible to the Trot and apparently the trainer believes Yes Mickey, first or
second in eight of his nine starts this year, is
the better candidate for the half mile track.
Yes Mickey, a gelded son of Muscle Hill, has
never raced on a half-mile track.
Devious Man has not won a race since the
Beal final on July 1, but last year’s NYSS
Champion would seem to have all of the
experience necessary to succeed at Yonkers
where he captured the State title as a 2-yearold. Trainer Julie Miller has three of the
dozen that entered the Yonkers Trot and
clearly Devious Man has the best resume

HOOSIER PARK
COVERAGE
PRESENTED BY
By Matt Rose
Each week we’ll highlight a race from
Hoosier Park. Friday (Aug. 25) is the
Indiana Sires Stakes Final for 3-year-old
Colts and Geldings.

ken weingartner

Enterprise won his Hambo Elimination
and was third in the $1 millon Final.
with career earnings in excess of $1 million.
Devious Man, a son of Credit Winner, landed
post five in his elimination heat.
The second Yonkers Trot elimination
appears a bit lighter in quality and that could
set the stage for Guardian Angel As, the sophomore son of Archangel trained by Anette
Lorentzon. Guardian Angel As bounced back
from his long journey and ultimate interference break in the Hambletonian final
with a solid New York Sire Stakes victory at
Tioga on August 11. A solid half-mile track
performer Guardian Angel As won by more
than a dozen lengths at Yonkers on July 1 in
a 1:56 3/5 clocking. Jason Bartlett will drive
him from post four.
Trainer Julie Miller’s pair in this division
have been regular New York Sire Stakes
types with Money Macintosh a 1:56 1/5
winner on the circuit at Monticello. Money
Macintosh landed the pole position, a perfect
spot at Yonkers with his significant early
foot.
Top Flight Angel drew post six for trainer
Miller and this year is the more accomplished
of the entry. Also by Archangel, Top Flight
Angel scored in NYSS action at Yonkers on
August 3 in a snappy 1:55 clocking.
New Jersey Viking, the second Svanstedttrained horse in the Yonkers Trot, is perhaps
one that should be noted. A winner of $146K
as a 2-year-old the son of Muscle Hill has gone
winless in four starts this year but returned
from a 2-month hiatus with a reasonable
performance in last week’s Zweig consolation
and may be ready to spring another upset for
a stable that has been hitting on all cylinders.
The top four finishers from each elimination return for the Yonkers Trot final on
September 2.

For Advertising contact:

Race 11 - $75,000 Indiana
Sires Stakes Final
This shapes up as an interesting race
as the top two contenders have both
drawn outside posts, but that will not
dissuade me from straying elsewhere.
(7) ROCK N TONY and (8) BECKHAMS
Z TAM have taken turns beating each
other this year in Indiana Sired events
and their records clearly separate them
from the rest of the pack. After a sharp
grinding win at the beginning of the
month Rock N Tony tried the big boys in
the Milstein and while he was a bit overmatched he certainly didn’t disgrace
himself. Back in with his own type and
with a slight post edge on his main rival
I’ll take a swing.
Race 11 also starts the late pick three.
In race 12, an Open Handicap, (6) NIGHT
PRO has proven year in and year out
that he’s a cut above these, and his 50 for
91 career record certainly is impressive.
(5) ODDS ON EQUULEUS has always
had the reputation, but lately he has
been mostly talk and no action.
Race 13 looks like a tough-to-figure
Open 2 event with multiple contenders.
I’ll play an “all” in the pick three and
hope for a juicy price.

The Plays:
Race 11: (7) Rock N Tony to win
Exacta Box: 7/8
Pick Three: 7,8 / 6 / ALL
Pick Three: 7 / 6 / 2,5,6,7,9

Derick Giwner | Email Dgiwner@drf.com | PHONE 212-366-7709

Gold Cup & Saucer is everything Harness Racing should be
Asked
& Answered
By Ryan Macedonio
@Trotcast
Book your flight right now for the 2018 Gold
Cup & Saucer on Prince Edward Island....
seriously....go now...I’ll wait... Even if you
have one vacation for a few days each year,
this should be your destination! Old Home
Week is EVERYTHING that Harness Racing
should strive to be. I had planned a trip there
this year before the USTA asked me to cover
the World Driving Championship, and I’ll be
going each year.
Let’s start with the host city, Charlottetown. It’s such a small and beautiful city to
walk around, with plenty of restaurants,
shops, cafes, and tourist attractions. Apparently, the golfing is world class, along with
the beaches and seafood. I wasn’t able to dive
into those, but go ask Erv Miller (I know he’s
intimidating looking, but he’s a big teddy
bear, trust me) Back to the town, the absolute
coolest thing was the fact that everywhere
I went there seemed to be genuine interest
about me and why I was visiting. Normally,
I’d say horse racing, and that would be the
end of it....but not in Charlottetown! If you’re
involved in horse racing, you seem to be the
island star! They all knew about the WDC
and were all so excited about the Gold Cup!
The raw emotions were contagious, and for
once I was actually able to discuss the local
big race, WITH a local citizen!
Onto the racetrack: Red Shores Casino at
Charlottetown Driving Park. I’ve never seen
a racetrack that also had a convention center,
fairgrounds, and an indoor arena attached
to it! That screams to me that this place is
an event destination year round, for all ages
and demographics, which means that everyone is exposed to the Harness Racing product at some point. Their video production is
very good, along with one of the best big race
announcers Vance Cameron.
And now the event itself, the Gold Cup &
Saucer! They go above and beyond promoting this race, and give it the proper pomp
and circumstance. Simple marketing 101 is
to make the event seem bigger than what it
is, to make it a show! The race goes off just
before midnight, and at 11PM they shut down
the races, to give this race the proper spotlight.....literally! Every horse post parades in
front of the grandstand slowly in the dark of

ryan macedonio photos

Above: Every Gold Cup & Saucer participant literally gets his moment in the spotlight.
Below: A field heads down the backstretch with the packed grandstand in the
background.

night, with a spotlight on them! 20,000 people
watching live, and all eyes are on you! It’s a
sea of people all packed in to watch this race!
The buildup is intense, and the crowd stirs
waiting and discussing what will happen.
They know it’s the biggest race in PEI, and
yet no one seemed to complain about the time
between races, or the drag to post time. They
were entertained by the sheer thrill of being
there, and being surrounded by so many
people!

Unfortunately, it rained all day, and it was
a miserable night. The fairgrounds were
bare during the day, and there wasn’t the
overwhelming crowd I was promised.....until
about 11PM! When BOOM!......JUST LIKE
THAT!!.......People filled the grandstand and
by race time, even if it was for only an hour, it
was a madhouse!
So thank you PEI, for reminding me why I
love Harness Racing so much.

Equine stars are out Saturday night at Mohawk Racetrack
A group of 16 older pacers will compete in
this Saturday’s (August 26) Canadian Pacing
Derby eliminations at Mohawk Racetrack
in search of a spot in the $615,000 final on
September 2.
First raced in 1936, the Canadian Pacing
Derby is the oldest stakes race in Canadian
harness racing. An annual showcase of the
finest pacers in the sport, this year’s group of
entrants is arguably the most competitive in
recent memory.
The 16 older pacers have been divided
evenly into a pair of $40,000 eliminations. The
top five finishers from each split advance.
Of the 16 entrants in this year’s eliminations, six have won over $1 million (All Bets
Off, Check Six, Keystone Velocity, Mach It So,
McWicked, Wakizashi Hanover), while two
are double millionaires (All Bets Off, Mach
It So).
The first elimination is led by the hardnosed six-year-old All Bets Off (PP2, Yannick
Gingras). The Ron Burke trainee comes to
Mohawk a 25-time winner with over $2.6
million earned during his racing career.
All Bets Off is three for 16 this season and
has banked $376,688. Despite having only
won seven of 43 starts over the last 18 months,
the Burke trainee has made over $1 million,
finishing outside the top-five just six-times.
A son of Bettor’s Delight, All Bets Off most
recently finished fourth in the Roll With Joe
last Sunday at Tioga Downs.
The opening elimination also features
Wakizashi Hanover (PP3, S. Filion), the
winner of the 2015 Pepsi North America Cup.
The five-year-old gelding has yet to make a
big impact in the older pacing division, but
the Joann Looney King trainee has tremendous speed, including a 1:47 3/5 career-mark
posted in July at The Meadowlands, and
could benefit from a return to the site of his
biggest victory.
Wakizashi Hanover is the second-highest
earner in his elimination with $1.5 million
banked.
The other millionaire in the first split is
the $40,000 supplement entry Keystone Velocity (PP6, Simon Allard). The Rene Allard
trainee has won six of 13 starts this season
and his connections opted to supplement
him to this year’s Canadian Pacing Derby on
Monday morning.
Keystone Velocity, who won July’s $500,000
Ben Franklin at Pocono, is a 25-time winner
with over $1.1 million in career earnings.
Local standout Nirvana Seelster (PP1,
Trevor Henry) will look to protect home
soil in the first elimination. The Bill Buddtrained six-year-old gelding has won eight of
23 starts this season and has hit the board in
13 of his last 14 starts.
Rounding out the field for the first elimination is Dealt A Winner (PP4, David Miller),
Dudes The Man (PP5, Jody Jamieson),
Evenin Of Pleasure (PP7, Brett Miller) and
Easy Lover Hanover (PP8, Doug McNair).
The second elimination is headlined by the
red-hot Check Six (PP7, Yannick Gingras).

The Ron Burke-trained four-year-old is
coming into the ‘Pacing Derby’ eliminations
off back-to-back victories in the Sam McKee
Memorial at The Meadowlands and Dan
Patch Stakes at Hoosier Park.
Check Six, who banked over $1 million
last season, appears to have shed the fouryear-old blues after going winless in nine
starts prior to the Sam McKee Memorial. The
Burke student is an 18-time winner with over
$1.5 million earned.
Another four-year-old standout in the
second elimination is Sintra (PP1, Jody
Jamieson). The gelded son of Mach Three
captured this year’s Graduate Series final
and has won seven of 11 starts heading into
the ‘Pacing Derby’ elimination.
McWicked (PP3, David Miller), who won
this year’s Mohawk Gold Cup, will be seeking another big victory at the Campbellville
oval. The six-year-old Casie Coleman trainee
is nearing double millionaire status and is
six for 18 this season.
The richest horse in the second elimination
is seven-year-old gelding Mach It So (PP2,
David Miller). The Jeff Bamond Jr. trainee
captured the $427,000 William Haughton
Memorial last month at The Meadowlands.
Mach It So, who is a 37-time winner with
over $2.1 million earned, has earned a cheque
in all 16 of his starts this season, while
making three visits to the winner’s circle.
The second elimination is completed by
Rockin Ron (PP4, Louis Philippe Roy), Lyons
Snyder (PP5, Brett Miller), Rockeyed Optimist (PP6, Brett Miller) and Shamballa (PP8,
Scott Zeron).
The Canadian Pacing Derby eliminations
are carded as Races 3 and 6 on Saturday’s
12-race program.
Saturday’s card also features two-year-old
pacers in Grand Circuit action.
A group of 21 rookie pacing colts and geldings have been split into two Nassagaweya
divisions, while 10 two-year-old pacing fillies
will square off in a single division of the Eternal Camnation.
Headlining the Nassagaweya Stakes is
Western Ideal colt Summer Travel, who will
start from post-seven in the $112,525 10-horse
second division.
The Casie Coleman-trained rookie is three
for three to start his career and is currently
North America’s fastest two-year-old with a
mark of 1:50 3/5 taken in the Dream Maker
Series on August 7. David Miller picks up the
drive behind the talented freshman.
The opening split of the Nassagaweya will
feature a field of 11 competing for a purse of
$113,525.
The $192,333 Eternal Camnation Stakes is
led by Shadow Play filly Percy Bluechip.
The Dr. Ian Moore trainee dazzled in her
career debut on July 9 at Georgian Downs,
winning an Ontario Sires Stakes Gold in
1:51 2/5. The sensational rookie has since
followed up with a pair of OSS Gold victories,
including last Saturday night at Mohawk.
Trevor Henry will guide Percy Bluechip

from post-nine.
The Nassagaweya Stakes are carded as
Races 5 and 10, while the Eternal Camnation
Stakes is carded as Race 8.
Post time for Saturday’s card is 7:30 p.m.
Below are the fields for Saturday’s stakes
races.
Canadian Pacing Derby – Elimination #1
1. Nirvana Seelster (Henry/Budd)
2. All Bets Off (Gingras/Burke)
3. Wakizashi Hanover (Filion/Looney King)
4. Dealt A Winner (D. Miller/Silva)
5. Dudes The Man (Jamieson/Okusko Jr)
6. Keystone Velocity (S. Allard/R. Allard)
7. Evenin Of Pleasure (B. Miller/Burke)
8. Easy Lover Hanover (McNair/Wallace)
Canadian Pacing Derby – Elimination #2
1. Sintra (Jamieson/Hebert)
2. Mach It So (D. Miller/Bamond Jr)
3. McWicked (D. Miller/Coleman)
4. Rockin Ron (Roy/Burke)
5. Lyons Snyder (B. Miller/Takter)
6. Rockeyed Optimist (B. Miller/Elliott)
7. Check Six (Gingras/Burke)
8. Shamballa (S. Zeron/R. Zeron)
Nassagaweya Stakes – Division #1
1. Albergo Hanover (Cullen/Cullen)
2. This Is The Plan (D. Miller/Ryder)
3. Street Boy (McNair/Coleman)
4. Treasure Writer (MacDonell/MacDonell)
5. Dragon Time (Jamieson/Hebert)
6. Twin B Tuffenuff (B. Miller/Elliott)
7. Levis Day (Henry/Puddy)
8. Declan Seelster (Jamieson/Hebert)
9. Phil The Thrill (Christoforou/Sucee)
10. Babes Dig Me (Filion/Alagna)
11. Shadow Moon (Henry/Moore)
Nassagaweya Stakes – Division #2
1. Odds On Lauderdale (S. Zeron/Alagna)
2. Torrin Hanover (Waples/Bardier Jr)
3. Trump That (Jamieson/Hebert)
4. Casimir Richie P (Henry/Moore)
5. Hudson Phil (J. MacDonald/Steacy)
6. California Cruisin (Gingras/Johansson)
7. Summer Travel (D. Miller/Coleman)
8. Pedro Hanover (Gingras/Harris)
9. Brackley Beach (MacDonell/Moore)
10. Courtly Choice (B. Miller/MacIntosh)
Eternal Camnation Stakes
1. Apothic (R. Zeron/Brethour)
2. Play The Bell (D. Miller/Coleman)
3. Kissin In The Sand (Gingras/Johansson)
4. Pueblo Blue Chip (Jamieson/Hebert)
5. Miss Mary Mach (Filion/O’Sullivan)
6. Im With Her (MacDonell/MacDonell)
7. Kendall Seelster (Waples/Reid)
8. Ella Is Awesome (Gingras/Johansson)
9. Percy Bluechip (Henry/Moore)
10. Delaney R (D. Miller/Coleman)
--edited release (WEG Media)

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Friday, August 25

Sunday, August 27

hoosier (6:30 p.m.)

tioga downs (1:00 P.M.)

IN Sire Stakes - 3yoP (Race 11)
Featuring: Rock N Tony

Artiscape - Aged F&M P (Race 7)
Featuring: Nike Franco N

scioto (6:30 P.m.)

Joie De Vie - Aged F&M T (Race 6)
Featuring: Hannelore Hanover

OH Sire Stakes - 3yoT&P (Races 1,2,3,4,5)
Featuring: Rose Run Sydney (Race 2), Barnabas (Race 4)

yonkers (7:10 p.m.)
NY Sire Stakes - 2yoC&G P (Races 5,6,7)
Featuring: Paprike Blue Chip (Race 5), Casual Cool (Race 7)

mohawk (7:30 p.m)
Casual Breeze - 3yoF T (Races 6,8)
Featuring: On A Sunny Day (Race 6), Magic Presto (Race 8)

Saturday, August 26
the meadows (11:25 a.m.)
PA Sire Stakes - 3yoF P (Races 9 & 10)
Featuring: Agent Q (Race 9)

hoosier park (6:30 P.M.)
IN Sire Stakes Finals - 2yoC&G T & 3yoF P (Races 8, 10)
Featuring: Carol’s Z Tam (Race 10)

Crawford Farms Trot - Open (Race 8)
Featuring: Resolve
Reynolds - 2yo F, C&G (Races 1,3,4,10,11,12)

RED MILE (7:00 P.M.)
KY Sire Stakes - 2yoF, C&G (Races 4,5,6,7)

ocean downs (7:05 P.M.)
MD Sire Stakes Finals - 2yo C&G T (Race 2)
MD Sire Stakes Finals - 2yo FP (Race 3)

Monday, August 28
monticello (12:50 P.M.)
NY Sire Stakes - 3yo C&G P (Races 2, 3, 9)
Featuring: In A Single Bound (Race 2), Heaven’s Gait (Race 3)

Ocean Downs (7:05 P.M.)
MD Sire Stakes Finals - 2yo F T (Race 3)
MD Sire Stakes Finals - 2yoF P (Race 6)

yonkers (7:10 P.M.)
YR Trot Elims - 3YO T (Races 6,7)
Featuring: Devious Man (Race 6), Guardian Angel As (Race 7)
Messenger Elim - 3yo Open P (Race 9)
Featuring: Downbytheseaside

mohawk (7:30 p.m.)
Canadian Pacing Derby Elims - Aged P (Races 3,6)
Featuring: All Bets Off (Race 3), Check Six (Race 6)
Nassagaweya - 2YO P (Races 5,10)
Eternal Camnation - 2YO FP (Race 8)

Looking Ahead
Mohawk (9/2) - Canadian Pacing Derby Final, Champlain
Stake, Simcoe Stake
Yonkers (9/2) - Yonkers Trot Final, Messenger Final, Lady
Maud, Hudson Filly Trot
Scioto (9/2) - OH Sire Stakes Finals
(All post times are E.D.T.)

