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The fastest and richest 3-year-old pacers of
2017 will all gather at Mohawk Racetrack on
Saturday (6/10) night to vie for one of 10 spots
on the starting gate in the C$1,000,000 North
America Cup Final the following week.
Three C$50,000 eliminations—led by
Downbytheseaside, Huntsville and Fear The
Dragon—featuring a total of 25 horses should
provide some early season clarity in the race
for supremacy among the sophomore elite.
While the point can be argued, the road
to the winner’s circle in the Final still goes
through Huntsville. The Dan Patch 2-yearold champion from 2016 drew post two in
the second elimination (race 8) with regular
driver Tim Tetrick slated to drive.
Trained by Ray Schnittker, Huntsville
opened up his year with a 10 length Pennsylvania Sire Stakes win at The Meadows in the
slop that opened some eyes, but was soundly
defeated in his next PASS start at Pocono by
Fear The Dragon. That loss had some secondguessing the possible dominance of the son of
Somebeachsomewhere-Wild West Show for a
brief moment.
All doubters were put back in line in his
third start of 2017 when he left hard from post
seven at Harrah’s Philadelphia and marched
down the road despite hot fractions (26 3/5, 54
2/5 & 1:21 4/5) to demolish his PASS foes on
that afternoon by more than seven lengths in
a career best-equaling 1:49.
“He was very good the other night,” said
Schnittker on the June 1 performance at
Philly. “I was really happy with him. Timmy
never pulled the (ear) plugs. I think if he chases
him he goes in (1):48 and a piece. Nobody pays
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Huntsville, Downbytheseaside & Fear The Dragon lead elims

Derick Giwner

Huntsville was the 2016 Dan Patch award
winner as top 2-year-old pacing colt.

you for speed, but I thought he looked really
good.”
While the trainer feels his horse is ready for
the test at hand, he stopped short of making
any bold predictions. “I think he is ready to
peak. He’s had three starts now, but I guess
we’ll find out for sure up in Canada,” said
Schnittker.
Huntsville is joined in his elimination by
newcomer to the Grand Circuit scene Beckhams Z Tam, an Indiana bred who has won
each of his four starts in 2017. His last victory
was a 1:51 score at Hoosier Park for the
Macomber team of Jamie (trainer) and Rick
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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David Miller & Brian Brown have a powerful pair in ‘Cup’
CONTINUED from page 1

(driver). Beckhams Z Tam starts from post
three on Saturday.
The traditional prep in Canada for the NA
Cup is the Somebeachsomewhere stake and
four—Arsenal Seelster, Classic Pro, Beyond
Delight & Richard Hill—in the eighth race
are coming out of that event. Beyond Delight,
who starts from post seven on Saturday with
Sylvain Filion driving, was a disappointing sixth in his ‘Beach’ division as the 6-5
favorite. Classic Pro and Richard Hill were
also well supported at the windows, with the
former making a break and the latter finishing a credible third despite a slow final quarter.
Perhaps sitting in the driver’s seat in the
other two eliminations is the trainer/driver
combination of Brian Brown and David
Miller with a pair of horses that have yet
to taste defeat in 2017. They’ll undoubtedly
send out the favorite in the first split (race 3)
with Downbytheseaside from post four and
certainly have the fastest horse on paper in
the third elim (race 9) with Fear The Dragon
from the seven-hole.
“I think it is a toss-up right now,” said
Miller on which horse is better. “We’ll have to
let the season play out and see what happens.”
Downbytheseaside has won each of his
three starts on the year including the
$300,000 Art Rooney final at Yonkers Raceway on May 27, but some would say his first
couple of races weren’t quite as sharp as his
most recent effort.
“I think he just needed to race. He had a
couple of weeks off coming into the elimination,” said Miller, who helped the Ohio-based
Brown by jogging the colt in the week leading
up to the Rooney. “Brian (Brown) had him in
great shape coming in. I just exercised him
and helped get him a bit tighter.”
Downbytheseaside will start from post
four in his elimination against seven foes,
only one of which is coming off a victory
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David Miller drives both
Downbytheseaside and Fear The Dragon
in Saturday’s North America Cup elims.

in their last start, Western Hill, who won a
conditioned event for trainer Tony Alagna.
The final elimination pits Fear The Dragon
versus the sharpest North America Cup
group. Macs Jackpot and Hurricane Beach
are both coming off wins in the Somebeachsomewhere and Ocean Colony recently
finished second behind ‘The Dragon’ in a
recent PA Sire Stakes race at Philly.
Even though Fear The Dragon posted a
strong five wins in 11 starts as a freshman,
he wasn’t exactly on everyone’s radar as a top
contender this year. That all changed after
the son of Dragon Again blew by Huntsville
on May 21 at Pocono en route to a two-plus

length 1:49 1/5 win.
“Yeah, I was impressed,” said Miller
bluntly about the effort before providing some background. “Honestly, Timmy
(Tetrick, driving Huntsville) got to the
lead and was rating. I came at him really
hard and he let me go by. From where I was
sitting, he wasn’t pressing his horse very
hard and if he wanted to he could have made
it tougher on me. After that my horse kind of
got the jump on him.”
Fear The Dragon came right back with
another 1:49 1/5 PASS win in his most recent
start to keep his record perfect in four 2017
starts for owner Emerald Highlands Farm.
While Downbytheseaside and Fear The
Dragon start in separate eliminations on
Saturday, assuming they both make good
on their favoritism Miller will have a tough
choice to make in the Final. Last year he
actually took Fear The Dragon over Downbytheseaside in the PA Sire Stakes final and
finished third behind that foe and Huntsville,
who won the race.
“I’ll weigh both horses when the time
comes,” said Miller on the potentially difficult decision to come. “It is going to be hard
to choose.”
The North America Cup is just one of a
handful of stakes during the weekend at
Mohawk. Friday features the Armbro Flight
for older mare trotters and the Goodtimes for
3-year-old trotters. Hannelore Hanover and
Broadway Donna standout in their respective eliminations. Enterprise will try to
remain undefeated in one of two elims of the
Goodtimes.
On Saturday the pacing fillies and mares
join the North America Cup action. Darlinonthebeach and Pure Country hook up in
one of two Roses R Red eliminations for older
mares and last year’s 2-year-old filly champion Idyllic Beach headlines the first of two
Fan Hanover splits.
The races kick off on both nights at 7:30
p.m.

From Mohawk to Meadowlands, final times need some perspective
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
I couldn’t help but seek out the irony in the
performance of Dr J Hanover this past Saturday in a division of the Graduate at Mohawk.
By now we all know that the 4-year-old gelding became the fastest horse to win a race in
Canada with his 1:46 4/5 effort. Yet, surprisingly, in an era where everyone rushes to cast
judgment on certain players, it was hard to
hear a whisper in regard to the time and the
fact that the Tony Alagna trainee was winless
against similar competition all season long.
I’m not here to suggest any wrongdoing,
just to wonder where the Penpal people of
a few weeks ago were hiding on Saturday
following the record setting performance.
As I stated, I couldn’t find much fault in
Penpal’s theoretical lack of a live drive then
and I don’t see much to talk about other than
the surprise of the final time in the first
Graduate division.
Dr J Hanover didn’t become the greatest
horse of all time just because he became the
fastest ever north of the border. Yet those
who criticize are overtly concerned about
“How do we explain this effort to the betting
public?” Those were the words when Penpal
went down as the chalk. Amazingly those
followers of Penpal still haven’t learned
anything as the 4-year-old mare was favored
and defeated on Sunday at The Downs at
Mohegan Sun Pocono.
As hard as explaining the so-called lack of
effort of Penpal, it’s even harder to square the
performance of Dr J Hanover on Saturday
night considering how lackluster his races
have been this year. He was a nice horse at
the end of his 3-year-old campaign and hadn’t
seemed to build off that experience through
his first nine races in 2017. Sure, it was a
change of scenery and a pretty good trip, but
at the same time nothing in his past performances would suggest he could win a race in
1:49 at Mohawk let alone a sub 1:47 effort with
a 26 1/5 final quarter.
Perhaps the only thing saving ‘Dr J’s’ mile
time on Saturday night from being put under
the microscope is the generally high regard
given his trainer Tony Alagna by the racing
public. I just can’t believe that the same
would be the case if the horse had switched
trainers from his previous start and moved
into a new stable prior to breaking the world
record.
Realistically, what the general population needs to understand is that times don’t
always tell the entire story and more often
than not trips are the determining factor.
In the case of Dr J Hanover’s lively performance, it was the best of trips on a lightning
fast track and the ability to sprint at both
ends of the mile that made the difference.
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Lucky Leonard with Ray Schnittker (above) and Rainbow Room with Joe Holloway were
winners in last Saturday’s baby races at The Meadowlands.

Should the betting public be wary the next
time he hits the racetrack?
The answer is that they shouldn’t over
emphasize the mile time, but they should
in fact give the horse credit for turning
the corner, finding the winner’s circle and
perhaps nearing the level that so many have
expected since he sold for $300,000 as a yearling in November 2014.

Another Time Zone
Those that watched the morning qualifiers at The Meadowlands this past Saturday
got their first taste of the next crop of pacers
and trotters, with 2-year-olds in action for
the first time this year in East Rutherford.
Earlier in the week I had spoken to trainer
Ray Schnittker and he indicated that he was
very high on the brothers to his 3-year-old
stakes winners, Summer Side and Huntsville. The rookies were in-to-go on Saturday
and both came out victorious at the end of
the day. “I like the brother to Summer Side
a lot,” said Schnittker in advance of the 1:57
1/5 effort by Lucky Leonard that included a
26 2/5 final quarter.
Huntsville’s full brother Wild Bill came
away with a 1:56 4/5 effort in his first trip

behind the gate.
While Schnittker’s stock is generally ready
when they hit the track, his two were not the
stars of the morning, as trainer Joe Holloway,
no stranger himself to preparing youngsters
for the races, showcased the impeccably bred
filly Rainbow Room. The daughter of champions Somebeachsomewhere and Rainbow
Blue is a full sister to the $1.3 million-winning
Somwherovrarainbow, a mare that Holloway
conditioned at the tail end of her 3-year-old
season and into her aged campaign.
Rainbow Room, with David Miller in the
bike, cruised to a 1:55 mile on the front end
with no competition and no end in sight. In
past years it would be the kind of performance that would give rise to discussions of
greatness or the words potential superstar,
but in 2017 it’s just the first mile of a horse’s
career and hardly represents what may come
next.
As we’ve seen all too often in the new world
where 2-year-olds now routinely break the
1:50 barrier, mile times in June are an indication, but winning stakes races with regularity against proven competition is the only
way to truly measure the talent level of a
particular horse.
Sure, given Rainbow Room’s pedigree it is
hardly surprising that those who are in the
breeding business hope the effort leads to
greatness. It is the wish of all of those that sell
yearlings to convince the buying public that
the surest way to purchasing a champion is
bidding to the extreme on a yearling that’s
the combination of two world champions.
It does happen occasionally and I guess
that’s a good thing, at the same time, there
are numerous examples of great horses from
champion sires and lesser known broodmares whose credentials are more blood
related than race related.
It’s only June and some of our best horses
(Wiggle It Jiggleit, Walner and Freaky Feet
Pete) have yet to make their first pari-mutuel
starts. Fast times can wet your appetite but
the main course is yet to be served.

Addition of Brower, Prewitt at
The Meadowlands appeals to bettors
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7

The Meadowlands has long been synonymous with the most astute harness handicappers, thus its largest handle in harness
racing.
In fact, this past Saturday night, the $3
Million handled by The Meadowlands was
more than the majority of Thoroughbred
tracks that day, including signals like Arlington, Delaware, Golden Gate and Parx. Naturally, The Meadowlands television broadcast
would befit commentators who do a fair share
of betting themselves. Enter Dave Brower (or
should I say, re-enter) and Gabe Prewitt.
Without question, Brower is one of the best
handicapping minds the sport of harness
racing has ever seen and his abilities as an
odds-maker is second to none. One of the few
regrets I had during my time at The Meadowlands was that Dave and I didn’t get to work
together as much as I would have liked. We
both shared similar roles in the television
department, more analyst than host, and
while we occasionally were paired together,
we typically sat in the same chair opposite
one of the tremendous hosts on The Meadowlands’ team.
Among the many pressures I felt during
my time at The Meadowlands, especially
early-on, was that I was viewed as the individual replacing Dave Brower with the morning line odds-maker being one of the many
hats I was asked to wear. While I didn’t look
at it that way, as I had been working in television at The Meadowlands, with Dave, for
over five years, I knew that’s how my performance would be measured. Being compared
to someone of Dave’s ability was exceedingly
difficult. The bar was incredibly high.
For all of these reasons, the decision by
The Meadowlands to bring back Dave Brower
was, in my opinion, one of the smartest decisions made by the racetrack during the Gural
era. Since January 2016, the racetrack had
four different morning line odds-makers,
one being a computer. That is just too much
turnover for a track of The Meadowlands’
stature, especially since mastering the job of
odds-maker at The Meadowlands takes years
and even then, you are wrong more often that
you would like. On top of all of this, Brower
is passionate about the sport and applies that
passion to his craft, which is evident in his
performance. Brower’s return is a welcomed
one, especially with Meadowlands Pace night
and the Hambletonian on the horizon. Like
Justin Horowitz, Brower is a professional
broadcaster and far more polished at his
craft that I admittedly ever was. But most

importantly, Brower is a bettor. His viewpoints come across as a bettor and that is
something that is very much appreciated by
the viewing and wagering public. For this
exact reason, Gabe Prewitt will be praised by
that same group of viewers.
Aside from spending his life involved in
racing and filling a variety of roles throughout the industry, including being a track
announcer and director of racing, Prewitt is
also a bettor and a good one at that. When
he speaks on-air, you can hear the in-depth
analytics that went into what Prewitt is
describing to the betting public and much
like Brower, that is something that is very
much appreciated by the betting public.
This is not to say that others that filled
television roles at The Meadowlands did a
poor job. It just speaks to the point that as
the Number One harness track in average
nightly handle and as the harness track that
competes with Thoroughbred racetracks
for betting dollars, the on-air talent that is
talking about the product should be speaking about it from a gambler’s viewpoint.
The team of Warkentin, Heyden, Horowitz,
Brower and Prewitt is an All-Star lineup
that will only help The Meadowlands’ position as the premier betting signal in harness
racing.
The bottom line is that The Meadowlands’
moves with its on-air product is an appeal to
their customers. It is the racetrack recognizing what their customers want and delivering on that realization, which is a very good
thing.
Far too often, racing jurisdictions and
those simulcasting the racing product to the
viewing public either forget or ignore that
first and foremost horse racing is a sport for
bettors. It is not meant to be casual visual
entertainment to millennials. Speaking as a
bettor, having to sit through portions of the
NBC Kentucky Derby broadcasting showcasing the “do’s and don’ts” of Kentucky Derby
fashion is beyond painful. Sure, that broadcast is unique in that it reaches out beyond
the typical boundaries of horse racing viewership and there likely was a demographic
watching that who enjoyed those segments.
But the Kentucky Derby is a unique event
that shouldn’t be looked at as the blueprint
for what racetracks should be presenting to
its customers on a nightly basis.
A racetrack’s business is the selling of
bets. Its customers should be recognized
and characterized properly, and the product
presented to them should reflect that. The
addition of Dave Brower and Gabe Prewitt
to The Meadowlands broadcast team accomplishes just that.

2017 debut for
Obrigado in Scioto’s
$200K Charlie Hill
By Derick Giwner
Fans at Scioto Downs will get the
first chance to see 2016 Older Trotter of
the Year Obrigado when he makes his
seasonal debut over the Ohio oval in
Saturday’s $200,000 Charlie Hill memorial trot.
Coming off a brilliant year in which he
posted 8 wins in 17 starts while earning
$873,300, Obrigado returns to the races
off a trio of qualifiers--all wins. While
the results have been positive, winning
in 1:54 2/5 or 1:54 1/5 is unlikely to be
good enough in the Charlie Hill.
Trainer Paul Kelley wasn’t willing
to say Obrigado was ready for a peak
effort in his first pari-mutuel start since
November, but he praised the 7-yearold’s current condition.
“He’s every bit as good physically and
mentally this year as he has ever been,”
said Kelley. “Sometimes he interferes a
bit with his right hock, but other than
that everything seems to be fine right
now.”
The post position draw provided
a helping hand to Obrigado, who is
owned by Kelley along with SRF Stable,
L Higgins and Stable 45. The gelding
starts from post 1 with regular driver
Mark MacDonald traveling to Ohio for
the assignment.
Likely to be the biggest obstacles in
Obrigado’s path to the winner’s circle is
Crazy Wow and JL Cruze. The one-two
finishers in the $150,000 Maxie Lee at
Harrah’s Philadelphia, each have four
starts under their belts already in 2017
and neither has missed the board yet.
Crazy Wow went down the road in
the Maxie Lee to pick up his first win of
2017. He’ll have the tough assignment of
overcoming post 8 with Chris Page in the
bike for trainer Ron Burke.
JL Cruze, who co-owns the fastest
trotting mile of the year, a 1:51 clocking
at The Meradowlands on May 19, starts
from post 5 with Ohio regular Ronnie
Wrenn Jr at the controls. With a win or
second, JL Cruze would eclipse the $1
million mark for his career.
Rounding out the field for the Charlie Hill are: Natural Herbie (Post 2),
Muscial Rhythm (Post 3), Hemi Seelster
(Post 4), Centurion ATM (Post 6), Muscle
Diamond (Post 7), Homicide Hunter
(Post 9), and Major Athens (Post 10).
The 15-race card kicks off at 6:30 p.m.
and features three divisions of Ohio Sire
Stakes for 3-year-old colt pacers and
over $470,000 in purses.

Ducharme trio looks to make noise in Empire Breeders Classic
By Jay Bergman
Spending just $16,000 at a yearling sale for
an unproven trotter doesn’t generally land
one a stakes horse, but when trainer George
Ducharme listened to long-time owner Paul
Fontaine he agreed that it was worth spending on a son of Deweycheatumnhowe in the
2015 Lexington Selected sale.
“Paul really liked the colt. I looked at him
and I liked his conformation,” said Ducharme of Stick With Me Kid, one of 13 and the
least expensive horse entered in Friday’s
Empire Breeders Classic eliminations at
Vernon Downs.
Ducharme has entered three in the event
but believes that Stick With Me is likely his
best.
“He’s come back very well,” said Ducharme. “I know he only won one race last year
but I think he’s matured and understands
what to do.”
Stick With Me Kid has an interesting
pedigree that perhaps got overlooked at the
yearling auction. His dam, Chelsea Hall, was
the fourth and last foal of E L Chelsea, who
in turn is a full sister to $1.8 million winner
Cameron Hall as well as Courtney Hall, the
dam of current New York sire E L Titan.
Stick With Me Kid has won three of his first
four starts as a sophomore, with his most
recent effort a 1:54 triumph in New York Sire
Stakes action at Vernon on Memorial Day.
In that Sire Stakes division, Stick With Me
Kid bravely held off last year’s Grand Circuit
stakes winner Bill’s Man, a colt he meets
again on Friday night.
Brian Sears was in the bike in every start
this year and will guide Stick With Me Kid in
Friday’s fourth race, a $12,500 preliminary
from post three.

Asked
& Answered
By Ryan Macedonio
@Trotcast

Do you think harness racing is FUN? We
all know any type of sport has its moments of
excitement. Think of every sport and the great
moments you remember. Take a minute . . .
as a child; as an adult; watching with family,
friends, and at parties. Every sport can have
unbelievable energy and important milestones and achievements, but without FUN,
no one watches between those moments.
Why don’t we have more fun? Why are
there so few celebrations?
I’ve heard my entire life to, SIT DOWN . .
. BE HUMBLE . . . act like you’ve been there
before . . . show no emotion. But why? Are the
karma gods going to smite me down for celebrating? Am I going to offend someone and
hurt someone’s feelings?

Francis Blazer

Stick With me Kid has won 3 of 4 starts
in 2017 and has only missed the top three
twice in 13 career starts.

In addition to morning line favorite (6-5)
Bill’s Man, who gets underway from post
two, Stick With Me Kid will have to deal with
a solid Julie Miller-trained entry in Money
MacIntosh (post 1) and Top Flight Hall (post
4).
Ducharme will have an entry in the
second Empire Breeders division and that
may prove necessary as his tandem will be
in against Julie Miller’s top New York-bred
Devious Man, a NYSS winner in 1:53 3/5 in
his season’s debut on Memorial Day.
The Ducharme duo could post a serious
threat in this division, especially if DW’s
Revenge continues his ascent up the class
ladder.
“He won the New York Fair final last year
and I got him from Sally (owner Cartier)
when I came north this spring,” said Ducharme.
A son of Archangel, DW’s Revenge has won
all four of his starts for the new connections,
with Ducharme putting him in the Excelsior
division of the Sire Stakes to test the waters.

“I don’t think we’ve seen the bottom for
this horse yet,” said Ducharme. “He came
home in 27 seconds in the Excelsior.”
The victory gave Ducharme the belief that
the gelding was ready for the big time and
Brian Sears once again will be at the lines
from post three.
Patton joins DW’s Revenge as an entry and
the Conway Hall sophomore also appears to
be heading in the right direction, fresh off a
1:54 3/5 victory in the Excelsior.
After a below par 2-year-old campaign,
Ducharme decided to castrate Patton. “I
probably should have done that sooner,”
Ducharme said.
The biggest problem for Patton last year
was that he wasn’t all that handy over the
half-mile track, a place where a majority of
the NYSS races are held. Ducharme believes
that problem may be in the past.
In addition to Devious Man, the 2016 New
York Sire Stakes champion, this field also
includes Dexter Cup champion Lord Cromwell, most recently second to Devious Man in
the NYSS on Memorial Day. Lord Cromwell
regains John Campbell for the Empire Breeders Classic trials. The Hall of Fame driver is
in his last month of active driving as he is set
to retire to become the Executive Director of
the Hambletonian Society.
Lord Cromwell has won two of his first
three starts as a sophomore for trainer Eddie
Hart. He’ll get underway from post six.
Ducharme is also looking forward to
racing his 2-year-olds beginning on Friday at
Vernon. “I like a couple of the R C Royaltys,”
Ducharme said.
The Vernon Downs Friday program offers
13 races including New York Sire Stakes divisions for sophomore pacing fillies. First post
is 6:45 p.m.

What Harness Racing needs is FUN!
Consider this scenario:
I put in years of work perfecting my craft.
It could be any skill from dribbling a basketball, to painting, to guitar playing, to training horses. I enter a contest, race, live event . .
. the biggest moment of my career in this area
. . . and I win. Years of blood, sweat and tears
and I’m supposed to just act normal?
If I act normal, how are others surrounding me supposed to know that this event is the
biggest achievement in my career? How are
others watching around the world supposed
to know? And finally, if others don’t see my
joy and they don’t understand what I’ve just
accomplished, why should they CARE?
We need to showcase more FUN in harness
racing. People should be allowed to celebrate! Those celebrations should not only be
encouraged, but also promoted!
I’ve watched races in the paddock next to
50 people under the big main TV, and I’ve
seen caretakers and trainers cheering their

horses as they crossed the line first, and
sprint to the golf cart to get taken to the
winner’s circle. I’ve also seen the people left
in the paddock who didn’t win making smug
faces and remarking under their breath at
how much of a showoff the winners were.
So help me understand this, you lost and
the only thing you can think about in that
moment of defeat is how the winners are
showoffs? You deserve to lose very often with
that attitude. Instead you should be congratulating the winners with a smile. When you’re
done with that, maybe ask them how they
managed to beat you. Maybe you should work
harder or maybe you should work longer or
smarter instead of coming up with an excuse.
You should be mad, angry, and upset that you
lost, but don’t ruin their moment or other
people’s opportunity to celebrate.
Excitement is what brings people to the
sport. Celebrations, stories, and FUN turn
those people into fans.

Busy weekend for Hambletonian hopefuls
By Ken Weingartner
It will be a busy weekend for Hambletonian-eligible horses, with a total of 31 in action
at three different North American racetracks. The $1 million Hambletonian Stakes,
for 3-year-old trotters, is Aug. 5 at the Meadowlands Racetrack in New Jersey.
Ten horses in Friday’s Goodtimes Stakes
eliminations at Mohawk Racetrack are
eligible to Hambletonian. The Hambletonian hopefuls in the first elimination are
Jake, Snowstorm Hanover, Seven And Seven,
Guardian Angel As, Southwind Woody,
and International Moni. In the second they
are Shake It Off Lindy, Enterprise, AWOL
Hanover, and Southwind Cobra.
Seven horses in Friday’s eliminations of
Empire Breeders Classic at Vernon Downs
are eligible. They are Bill’s Man, Money
Macintosh, Top Flight Angel, Such An Angel,
and Another Chapter in the first division and
Devious Man and Shivered in the second.
Bill’s Man is the 6-5 morning line favorite
in the first group while Devious Man is the
9-5 choice in the second.
On Saturday, three divisions of the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes for 3-year-old male trotters
will be contested at The Downs at Mohegan
Sun Pocono, with a total of 14 Hambletonian
eligibles going behind the starting gate.
They are Sortie, Di Oggi, Muscles Jared,
Lucky Matter, and Rubio in the first; Thisguy-

isonfire, Dover Dan, Moonshiner Hanover,
Meme Hanover, and Sir John F in the second;
and President Lindy, Perfect Spirit, Giveitgasandgo, and Don Dream in the third.
Sortie (2-1) and President Lindy (5-2) are
the morning line favorites in their divisions. Dover Dan is the 7-2 third choice in the
remaining division, behind Meteoric (5-2)
and Common Parlance (3-1).

ROAD TO THE HAMBLETONIAN

A look at open stakes for 3-year-old male trotters
and state-restricted stakes featuring Hambletonian
eligibles
Date
Track
Event
Winner
May 6 Freehold
Dexter Cup Lord Cromwell
May 19 Meadowlands NJSS
Long Tom
May 19 Meadowlands NJSS
What The Hill
May 20 The Meadows PASS
Sortie
May 20 The Meadows PASS
Andy M
May 20 The Meadows PASS
Common
			
Parlance
May 29 Vernon
NYSS
Stick With Me Kid
May 29 Vernon
NYSS
Devious Man
May 29 Vernon
NYSS
Enterprise
June 2 Meadowlands NJSS Final Long Tom
June 3 The Meadows Currier & Ives Fraser Ridge
June 3 The Meadows Currier & Ives Moonshiner
			
Hanover
June 3 The Meadows Currier & Ives Sortie

--Courtesy Harness Racing Communications

Sunday’s Graduate
at Tioga lures
Marion Marauder
The Graduate series comes to Tioga
Downs on Sunday with Hambletonian
winner Marion Marauder on hand to
make his 2017 debut.
Eleven trotters and 10 pacers signed
up for this third leg of the series for
4-year-olds.
Marion
Marauder,
who
enters
Sunday’s contest off two qualifying
wins, drew post 1 in the second $50,000
division for trotters with Scott Zeron
listed to drive. He’ll face off against
Dayson, who won a leg of the Graduate
on June 3 at Mohawk.
The $75,000 pacing division has a
number of headliners in the seventh
race field.
Dr J Hanover will look to build on his
1:46 4/5 Canadian record performance
in round two of the Graduate at Mohawk
last Saturday while leaving from post
2 with Doug McNair driving. Fellow
Graduate leg winners Check Six (post
4) and Sintra (post 5) are also among the
contenders.
Post time is 1:00 p.m. for the 13-race
card.

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Roses R Red Elims--Open Pace--(Races 2, 6 & 10)
Featuring: Darlinonthebeach - Pure Country (R2), Solar Sister
(R6), Lady Shadow (R10)

Scioto Downs (6:30 P.M.)
$200,000 Charlie Hil Memorial--4yo+T--(Race 8)
Featuring: Obrigado, Crazy Wow, JL Cruze
Ohio Sire Stakes--3yoCP--(Races 2, 3 & 5)

Pocono Downs (7:30 P.M.)
Derick Giwner & Matt Rose discuss the stakes action
from Mohawk.

PA Sire Stakes--3yoCT--(Races 11-13)
Featuring: Sortie & Rubio (R11), Moonshiner Hanover (R12)

Friday, June 9
Mohawk (7:30 p.m.)
Armbro Flight Elims--4yoMT-- (Races 3 & 6)
Featuring: Hannelore Hanover (R3), Broadway Donna
Caprice Hill (R6)
Goodtimes Elims--3yoOpenT--(Races 5 & 8)
Featuring: Seven And Seven (R5), Enterprise (R8)

vernon Downs (6:45 P.m.)
Empire Breeders Class Elims--3yoC&FT--(Races 4 & 6)
Featuring: Bill’s Man - Stick With Me Kid (R4), Devious Man
Lord Cromwell (R6)

Derick Giwner & Matt Rose chat about the $200,000
Charlie Hill Memorial from Scioto.

NY Sire Stakes--3yoFP--(Races 7, 8 & 9)

The Meadows (11:25 A.M.)

Scioto Downs (6:30 p.m.)

PA Sire Stakes--3yoFP--(Races 3, 4 & 8)
Featuring: Inverse Hanover (R4)

Ohio Sire Stakes--3yoFP--(Races 1, 2, 3 & 10)

Saturday, June 10

Sunday, June 11
Tioga Downs (1:00 P.M.)

Mohawk (7:30 p.m.)
North America Cup Elims--3yoP--(Races 3, 8 & 9)
Featuring: Downbytheseaside (R3), Huntsville (R8) & Fear
The Dragon (R9)
Fan Hanover Elims--3yoFP--(Races 5 & 7)
Featuring: Idyllic Beach (R5), Agent Q - Tequila Monday Someomensomewhere (R7)

Graduate Trot & Pace--4yos--(Races 3, 5 & 7)
Featuring: Marion Marauder - Dayson (R5), Dr J Hanover
Check Six - Sintra - Western Fame (R7)

(All post times are Eastern Time)

