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Walner and his path to the Hambletonian
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
The path to the 2017 Hambletonian, for many
of harness racing’s prognosticators, was and
still is a road that travels through Walner.
Walner is the 2-year-old trotting champion from 2016, winning seven of eight starts,
including the Breeders Crown. He was the
overwhelming choice as the “Winter-book
Favorite” for The Hambletonian. But, as
I write this column on June 20, he is yet to
contest a pari-mutuel race in 2017.
While The Road to the Hambletonian may
still go through Walner, this has not exactly
been the road that his connections planned for
the top colt. Reports of a throat infection kept
Walner away from the racetrack for six weeks.
While many of the top 3-year-old trotters were
contesting their respective Sire Stakes and
races like the Goodtimes, Walner was on the
sidelines.
However, Walner won a qualifier at The
Meadowlands on June 17 in 1:51 2/5, a time
that will be faster than 98% of the races won
by 3-year-old trotters this year. One would
surmise from that, the horse is plenty fit.
But his connections opted to bypass the Earl
Beal Memorial (eliminations on June 24, final
on July 1) at Pocono Downs. Tim Tetrick
informed me they decided they “didn’t want
to go into that race off just one qualifier.” He
added, “You know how Pocono can be, you
can draw post nine like ‘Captain’ did and we

want to win The Hambletonian.” Tetrick also
indicated that his road to the Hambletonian,
which is suddenly just six weeks away, will
include the Stanley Dancer Memorial and
hopefully an Open Trot somewhere.
Therefore, the leading contender for The
Hambletonian, who is slated to qualify at The
Meadowlands on June 24, won’t have a start
until roughly four weeks before the race.
That’s not to say Walner can’t win. His most
recent qualifier put his talent front and center.
But seasoning is a concern, especially when
talking about a horse that will be asked to race
twice in a two hour period.
I suppose there is something to be said for
having a fresh horse, but I would prefer a
horse that is battle-tested heading into the
most important race of his career.
It may be foolish to be handicapping a race
that won’t be contested for another six weeks,
but there are legitimate reasons at this point
to form a position against the favorite. I
certainly would prefer if one horse from this
3-year-old trotting crop jumped off the page as
an obvious alternative, but the parity amongst
the rest of the group is difficult to dissect.
Whether it be Goodtimes winner International Moni, Enterprise, Long Tom, What The
Hill, or any other colt in the group, someone
would need to step up their game on the first
Saturday in August.
There is one intangible, a filly. Ariana G
appears to have no competition when it comes
to the sophomore trotting fillies and following through on that notion, Jimmy Takter
has entered her against the colts in the Earl
Beal at Pocono Downs. She has an intriguing
matchup with the Ron Burke-trained What
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Walner begins his Hambo trail & Campbell concludes his career
CONTINUED from page 1

The Hill in the final elimination this Saturday night.
Speed is not a concern with Ariana G, as
evidenced by her dazzling 1:51 1/5 performance in the New Jersey Sire Stakes Final
at The Meadowlands. From my perspective, the concern is a filly racing two heats
against colts. Just two years ago, Mission
Brief put forth a scintillating performance in
her Hambletonian elimination, but she didn’t
offer the same power in the Final. That said,
I am rooting for Ariana G this weekend and
next week in the hopes that she will spice up
the Hambletonian picture while stepping up
as the “obvious alternative” to Walner from
a betting standpoint. But, I will also be keeping an eye out for the dark horse who appears
to be peaking at the right time.

Farewell, John Campbell

Nothing lasts forever. That’s at the forefront of my mind as we approach the end of
the driving career of John Campbell. Sadly,
I will be on vacation while Campbell makes
his final Meadowlands appearance on June
30, but I feel compelled to recognize greatness
as it steps onto The Meadowlands racetrack
one last time.
Simply put, John Campbell is the greatest driver of all time. He’s Babe Ruth. He’s
Michael Jordan. He dominated the sport for
so long and even competing against drivers
half his age for the past decade, he has done
more than just hold his own. Growing up at
The Meadowlands, I knew the name John
Campbell before I knew arithmetic. I am glad
that he will continue to have a presence in
harness racing with the Hambletonian society, but I will very much miss seeing him on
the racetrack.

Modern “Times”

The last I checked, we are in the year 2017.
In every other sport, technology has been
utilized to improve results. Whether it is via
replays and “booth reviews” or tracking a
game clock to the hundredth of a second. Just
recently, thoroughbred racing has adopted
posting the fractional and final times in
hundredths of a second. Beginning with the
Preakness stakes, announcer Larry Collmus
has called out the fractions to the hundredth,
something he has continued to do in his calls

Lisa Photo

John Campbell will bid farewell to his driving career at The Meadowlands on June 30.

dash where the first three finishers all run 9
2/5 seconds, but they clearly did not hit the
finish line in at the same time.
From 2006 until 2016, the All-Age world
record in a pacing race mile was 1:46 4/5,
originally established by Holborn Hanover
and then equaled by Somebeachsomewhere, Warrawee Needy and He’s Watching. Wouldn’t it have been more interesting if those 1:46 4/5 miles were timed in
hundredths, so perhaps we had a clear world
record holder over the course of a decade?
Anyone with a stop watch can time a race
in hundredths of a second. There is no excuse
that harness tracks don’t.
[Editor’s Note: A rule was adapted in 2015
to time U.S. races in hundredths but due to
state regulations which mandated that races
be timed in fifths, the USTA executive committee voted to postpone the change in the Fall of
2015. This postponement was upheld by the full
Board of Directors at the 2016 National meeting. Any change remains in limbo as of this
writing.]

at Belmont Park for the past month. It amazes
me that in a sport so consumed by “speed”
and “times,” harness racing still refuses to
adopt this more accurate way of timing races.
Frankly, I would love for someone to be able
to explain the reason to me.
It’s not accuracy. It’s not too complicated.
It’s not that the technology is unable to
provide fractions in hundredths. Could it be
another example of the dreaded, “this is the
way it has always been done”? We have world
records that are likely inaccurate because of
this. Any record that has “co-holders,” is
more likely than not flawed. A 1:50 clocking, for example, can be anywhere between
1:50.00 and 1:50.19. But as it stands now, if a
horse trots 1:50.00 and another trots 1:50.19,
they are both considered to hold the same
record.
One would think, in a sport where 99.9%
of the time the track announcer calls out the
final time at the wire, we can make that time
as accurate as technologically possible. If
you think this is splitting hairs, imagine the
Olympics in fifths of a second, a 100 meter
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Top Stories

Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE

HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5
Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

Corey Callahan has eight chances to
succeed in the Sun Stakes Eliminations

By Ryan Macedonio
@Trotcast

By Jay Bergman
There will be plenty of high stakes drama
at The Downs at Mohegan Sun Pocono this
Saturday night. With berths on the line for
the rich July 1 Sun Stakes extravaganza, the
action should be fast and furious with drivers
seeking spots in the lucrative finals.
Driver Corey Callahan finds himself in
a solid position with eight mounts in the 12
elimination races, the heart of the 14-race
program with a 6:30 p.m. opener. Callahan
and trainer John Butenschoen have been
an imposing duo on the Pennsylvania Sire
Stakes circuit for the last few years and on
Saturday they will team up with three legitimate horses in separate eliminations for the
Earl Beal Jr. Memorial, a $500,000 event for
sophomore trotters.
In race two, Callahan steers Giveitgasandgo from post four in a solid field that
includes multiple stakes winners Rubio,
Long Tom and Sortie.
“He had a very good year last year and he’s
come back strong,” said Callahan of Giveitgasandgo. “He just got beat out of the pocket
in the Currier & Ives but came back with a
solid effort in the PaSS here.”
In the second Beal elimination, Callahan
steers Dover Dan, a son of Andover Hall and
former Horse of the Year C R Kay Suzie. “He’s
been much better this year,” said Callahan.
“Last time I got pushed wide on the final turn
and that’s not a good trip at Pocono, but he
just came on strongly in the stretch.” Dover
Dan set a personal best 1:52 4/5 record in a
PaSS division on June 10. He drew post two in
the evening’s ninth race.
The final Beal elimination saw Callahan
named on two horses and he’s opted for the
Butenschoen-trained Bill’s Man (post 4) in
the field of seven that includes one filly, the
precocious Ariana G.
“I had to go with John’s horse,” said Callahan. “Ei Ei O qualified back well, but it was
just a qualifier. Bill’s Man has been solid in
stakes races.”
Callahan was somewhat disappointed with
how the final of the Empire Breeders Classic
worked out last Sunday at Vernon Downs.
“He just got left at the gate. I couldn’t get his
attention and before you knew it the field was
gone,” said Callahan. “He’s going to have to
be better at the start.”
The James Lynch Memorial finds Callahan in an interesting spot with the improved
Brazuca. Trainer Tom Cancelliere started
the daughter of Bettor’s Delight in last year’s
Breeders Crown, but this year he’s kept her
in the “Stallion Series” in Pennsylvania.
That kind of surprised her driver. “I thought
after her 1:51 2/5 victory in the first round
of the Stallion Series they might put her in
with the better fillies. I think they wanted to
have her ready for this race,” said Callahan
of Brazuca, who starts from the pole position in the second of three Lynch trials while

Asked
& Answered

Derick Giwner

Corey Callahan has top contenders in all
three Earl Beal eliminations on Saturday
night at Pocono.

attempting to remain perfect in three starts
this season.
Callahan has a tall order in the third Lynch
elimination with Fan Hanover 1-2 finishers
Bettors Up and Agent Q in this six-filly collection. Miss Jones landed the outside post for
Callahan and the Joe Holloway trained filly
will need to step up to qualify for the final.
“Joe said he made some changes and she
trained back well,” said Callahan.
Last year’s Ben Franklin for open pacers
drew perhaps the most talented field in the
race’s history with Always B Miki taking
home the top prize over archrival Wiggle It
Jiggleit. The two won’t be on the scene this
year and that may pave the way for Mel Mara
and Callahan. The pair landed the inside
position in race 11, the third of three elimination races.
“He was really revved up last week,” said
Callahan of Mel Mara’s 1:48 victory at The
Meadowlands, his final prep for the Franklin.
“He’s coming into the race in great shape.”
Callahan couldn’t say the same thing for
Dude’s The Man, the 5-year-old he’ll drive in
the first Franklin (race 5) division for trainer
Jessica Okusko. “He really wasn’t the same
horse as a 4-year-old as he was at 3,” said
Callahan. “I haven’t driven him yet this year
but I spoke to Chris Lems after he drove him
in his last qualifier and he said the horse was
very good. He’s going to need a trip in this
race, there’s a lot of quality in the field.”
Callahan has but one drive in the three
Max Hempt elimination races and that’s
longshot Air Strike for trainer Joe Holloway.
“I drove him last year in the Governor’s Cup
and he wasn’t at his best that night,” said
Callahan. Air Strike landed post five in the
third race.
The top three finishers from the James
Lynch, Ben Franklin, Earl Beal and Max
Hempt eliminations all return on July 1 for
the Finals. All go for $500,000 except the
Lynch which has a purse of $350,000.

While everyone was arguing like children over whether Mohawk should’ve
charged $10 for admission, instead of, oh
I don’t know, maybe talking about the
actual racing that happened, a big story
Down Under was glazed over. Google
this: Dannielle McMullen pig.
That’s right, read one of the articles
written about the incident. I tried to wrap
my head around what exactly happened
and why Dannielle was hit with a 3 month
suspension after naming a charity pig in
honor of the Presiding Judge.
Now, I’m not one to question and point
fingers because I have been blatantly
disrespectful to authorities and leaders
who I’ve felt have done poorly at their job.
I’m not questioning Dannielle’s intent or
motive. I am furious with the punishment, execution, her fellow horsemen,
and her representation.
Respect, disregard for authority
and common decency. That’s what the
Queensland Racing Integrity Commission will hide behind, and it’s a joke.
From what I can tell, Dannielle is
a shining beacon as to what Harness
Racing SHOULD be! She is young,
vibrant, talented, marketable, and has
stayed out of trouble. Couldn’t the judge
have been an adult and said maybe that
the naming crossed the line, and he was
offended by the gesture? Instead Kwan
Mosley hid behind the Judge shield and
cast down repercussions from afar. Act
like an adult, not a bully.
Where are her supporters? Doesn’t
everyone realize that if someone with
Dannielle’s credentials can basically
have her career derailed because of a
tyrannical Judge, that their career is
also in jeopardy? This judge laid the
hammer down with complete disregard
for character. That same hammer can
happen to you!
It’s been almost a week since the story
has passed through the interwebs, and
there is an appeal coming. Horsemen in
Australia had better question their leadership and authority figures if this three
month suspension remains intact and
Dannielle’s career is stomped on. Everyone should show their support for Dannielle. This is a great opportunity to show
unity for Harness Racing GLOBALLY!
I see a lot of advertising, membership, and sponsors involved with Albion
Park Harness Driving Club. What
would happen if those sponsors went
away because they didn’t want their
hands dirtied by this story? What if
the members went away because you
couldn’t support a member when she
needed you the most?

Mel Mara poised to start big year in Franklin?
By Jay Bergman
Last year at this time Dylan Davis had to
make a serious decision. Actually it wasn’t
just Davis but the owners of Mel Mara that
had to make a grand calculation heading into
the Ben Franklin at The Downs at Mohegan
Sun Pocono. The horse that they purchased
early in 2016 had suddenly shown the kind of
ability they hadn’t expected.
“That 1:47 mile at The Meadowlands was
impressive,” said Davis. “He wasn’t staked
to anything and we had to supplement him to
the big races.”
Mel Mara had missed a long spell of time
from the racetrack and when he returned it
would have been impossible to gauge how
far back he would come. Always a fast horse
during his early years, what Mel Mara lacked
was soundness.
So what the owners were likely expecting
from Mel Mara last year was that he would
stay sound and make some money. When
they suddenly were cast into a position of a
horse that could defeat future Horse of the
Year Always B Miki, it became time to put up
the money and see the results.
“It was pretty expensive and then he had to
race against Wiggle It Jiggleit, Always B Miki
and Freaky Feet Pete,” Davis said.
After defeating ‘Miki’ at The Meadowlands
there was certainly reason for optimism, but
when the two met again at Pocono for the Ben
Franklin elimination, the race looked more
like one for $500K than just $35,000.
It may not have been the race of the year,
but it was the single most impressive mile
Always B Miki would have until that point
in his career. He and Mel Mara locked horns
through a bitter battle that had Mel Mara on
the inside and his rival parked through fractions of 26, 53 and 1:19 4/5. That Always B
Miki drew off in a 1:47 mile was as stunning
a performance as I’ve witnessed, but at the
same time it was Mel Mara still pacing in 1:47
4/5 and finishing third.
In the final, Mel Mara would finish fourth
behind the top three and miss just two
lengths in another 1:47 mile.
While it must have been tough to race so
many big miles and come away with minor
spoils, what Davis was able to accomplish
with Mel Mara was something that hadn’t
happened in his previous four seasons on the
racetrack. Not only did the son of Lis Mara
have to compete at the highest level on a
weekly basis, in addition he made 26 starts by
years end. That was six more starts than he
made as a 3-year-old.
For 2017 Davis gave his prized possession
plenty of time off and has brought him along
relatively slowly.
“I wanted to see him get a little sharper
each week,” said Davis. “Last week he was
very strong.”
Indeed Mel Mara enters one of three
Franklin eliminations this Saturday off a
sparkling 1:48 mile at The Meadowlands with
a back half in a breathtaking 53 seconds flat.
Mel Mara had lost in a 1:48 2/5 mile at The

Meadowlands two weeks earlier but Davis
was undeterred. “He raced well that night
and just got beat by a very sharp horse that
had a good trip,” said Davis.
With each race Mel Mara has improved and
the trainer likes his chances, especially with
Always B Miki retired and Wiggle It Jiggleit
on the sidelines for now. “There’s still Freaky
Feet Pete,” said Davis, “And there are some
other sharp horses but I like the way we’re
coming into this race.”
Mel Mara landed the pole in his division
that includes 2015 Franklin champion Luck
Be Withyou, who starts from post seven but
has enough early speed to overcome it.
Ironically last year Mel Mara started from
the rail as well in his elimination.
“We’ve staked him to a few more races this
year,” said Davis of the 8-year-old.
For the most part the trainer has seen Mel
Mara as a very tough horse to pass once on
the front end, but he’s convinced the horse
can be as imposing racing off the pace. “I
think if you go back and look at some of his
races when he was younger he was much
better at passing horses,” said Davis.
While Mel Mara was proving himself
against the best the sport had to offer in 2016,
Davis had a freshman pacing colt that wasn’t
quite able to reach the heights.
“Every Way Out was the best horse in the
New Jersey Sire Stakes,” Davis said. “We
gave him a couple of tries at open company
and he was disappointing so we decided to
castrate him at the end of the season.”
According to Davis, there were times
where Every Way Out, a son of If I Can
Dream, would prove difficult to handle. “He
just wasn’t a smart horse,” said Davis.
This year Every Way Out has come back
and breezed through the New Jersey Sire
Stakes with ease. Now 12 of 15 lifetime, the
owners have decided to attempt the top grade
once again in the Max Hempt Memorial that
has three $25,000 eliminations on Saturday.
Every Way Out starts from post four in
the first and Davis sounded excited about
his prospects. “I was very pleased the way
he handled the competition in his qualifier
last Saturday,” said Davis. “There were some
very good aged horses in there and he sat
perfectly and followed along and finished out
his mile strongly.”
Every Way Out easily defeated In The
Arsenal with a 25 4/5 kicker at the end of a
1:51 1/5 mile. That time equaled his career
best set as a juvenile but more important
gave the connections the green light to take
on the sport’s best 3-year-olds.
Fortunately for Davis, Every Way Out
won’t have to deal with Brian Brown’s 1-3
finishers in the North America Cup as Fear
The Dragon and Downbytheseaside landed
in the other two elimination fields.
Davis has a stable of 40 but the focus on
Saturday will most definitely be on Mel Mara
and Every Way Out, who appear to have been
prepped perfectly for Sun Stakes action.

No tax relief for
Vernon Downs
Lawmakers in New York adjourned
in Albany on Wednesday night without
passing the tax relief bill that owner
Jeff Gural was seeking to help his beleaguered Vernon Downs in upstate New
York.
Gural announced in mid June that
the track would close on November 11
if he did not recieve the tax aid from
the government. American Racing
and Entertainment, the Gural owned
company which operates the track and
gaming operation is said to be losing
$150,000 per month.
When asked for comment, Gural left
some wiggle room for Vernon to remain
open, saying there was “still time” while
adding if legislators don’t approve the
relief that the track will indeed close.

Resolve back in U.S.
at Yonkers
Following a strong showing in Sweden
where he finished third in the Elitloppet final, Resolve has returned to the
U.S. to resume his racing season. The
6-year-old will start from post eight in
the $55,000 Open Trot on Saturday night
at Yonkers Raceway.
Resolve, leading money-winner among
older male trotters in 2016, won his only
start of this year locally in the $200,000
AJ Cutler Memorial at The Meadowlands on May 6. Trainer Ake Svanstedt will be in the bike as usual versus
a packed field that includes last year’s
Older Trotter of the Year Obrigado (post
six, Mark MacDonald).

Hall of Famer
Herve Filion, 77, dies

Herve Filion, who sits third on the
all-time win list for drivers at 15,179,
passed away at the age of 77 on Thursday (6/22).
A native of Canada, Filion was voted
into the U.S. Harness and Canadian Hall
of Fame in 1976. He was Harness Tracks
of America Driver of the Year an amazing 10 times during his career which
spanned from 1960 to 2013.
Click here for the complete obituary.

RETIREMENT NIGHT
Friday, June 30
Join us as we celebrate the
harness racing legend!
Poster giveaway, autograph session,
interviews & more. Stop by the
Winner’s Circle for a piece of
Campbell’s retirement cake.
See full event details at
playmeadowlands.com

playmeadowlands.com

Weekend Stakes Spotlight

Betting Guide for 2-year-olds
During the heart
of stakes season
from June through
November,
the
By Derick Giwner
amount of time available for handicap@DRFHarness
ping-based columns
is somewhat slim.
With a relatively light
week on tap and first-time starters popping up everywhere this weekend, this seemed like the perfect time to touch on some secrets to wagering on 2-year-olds.

EDITOR’S EYE

Watch the qualifiers

Derick Giwner & Matt Rose discuss the stakes
action from Pocono Downs on Saturday.

Saturday, June 24
Pocono Downs (6:30 P.M.)
Ben Franklin Elims for Older Pacers (Races 5, 7 & 11)
Featuring: Check Six, Soto (Race 5); Mcwicked, Freaky Feet
Pete, Keystone Velocity (Race 7); Mel Mara. Rock N Roll
World (Race 11)
Max Hempt Elims for 3yoP (Races 3, 10 & 12)
Featuring: Every Way Out, Blood Line, Western Joe (Race
3); Fear The Dragon (Race 10); Highalator, Downbytheseaside (Race 12)
Earl Beal Elims for 3yoT (Races 2, 9 & 14)
Featuring: Rubio, Giveitgasandgo, Long Tom, Sortie (Race
2); Dover Dan, Devious Man (Race 9); What The Hill, Bill’s
Man, Ariana G (Race 14)
James Lynch Elims for 3yoFP (Races 1, 4 & 13)
Featuring: Tequila Monday, Idyllic Beach (Race 1); Brazuca
(Race 4); Bettor’s Up (Race 13)

Sunday, June 25
Buffalo Raceway (1:05 P.M.)
NY Sire Stakes for 3yoFT (Races 5 & 7)
Featuring: Barn Bella (Race 5)

(All post times are E.D.T.)

Nothing is better than getting out to the track in the morning to
watch these inexperienced youngsters get first-hand training, but if
you can’t make it to the track, try watching the baby races on your
computer. While not all tracks make these races available, some do,
and you can have a distinct advantage if you take the time to watch.
Hoosier Park and Mohawk deserves huge kudos for offering Hi-Definition quality replays. The Meadowlands also supplies free qualifying replays, though the quality makes it difficult to make a clear
determination of which horses look good and which don’t. But if you
watch the qualifiers live the feed is much better.
What are you looking for when watching?
I’m seeking out a horse that finishes up the mile nicely and isn’t
being asked too hard in the process. These horses don’t have to finish
first, they just need to show the desire to pass others and behave. I’m
also a big fan of a horse that can take some air on the outside and
still stick with the leaders or maybe even pass them. This shows some
maturity and a desire to compete despite a more adverse trip.

Study the pedigree

While I’ll be the first to admit that just because a horse’s full brother
was a champion that doesn’t mean he’ll set the world afire, there are
certain trends in maternal lines that are worth considering. Just
like in any sport when dealing with statistics, it is all about sample
size. If a mare has produced four foals and three have achieved great
success, I’m more likely to pay attention than if she has produced 10
foals with two strong performers.
While you can find these statistics on the USTA’s Pathway, a cheaper
option, at least for The Meadowlands, is to check out the program
comments by David Brower, as he typically will mention tidbits in his
analysis. My analysis also tends to have some breeding information
which could point you to a winner.

Avoid the traps

You will find horses that sold for a ton of money as yearlings that
go off as heavy favorites and don’t perform up to par. Too often people
are lazy and see a $300,000 auction price tag and just assume greatness. Yes, some of these horses will be great, but more will go off as
odds-on choices and flop than will win.

Expect the unexpected

Two-year-old races are infamous for conservative drives. You’ll
often see a horse that in theory should be much the best but they are
driven so patiently that they only close late for second or third. This
is where either watching the qualifiers or studying the charted lines
can lend a major hand. If the horse shows early speed in the morning, they are more likely to be aggressive in the pari-mutuel races. If
they pulled in the second or third quarter in a qualifier, they are more
likely to make moves during a betting race.

You must take chances

There are going to be price horses that can win given the right
circumstance in almost every 2-year-old race filled with mostly firsttime starters. Especially in a trot race, don’t be afraid to completely
toss out the favorite and go for a big payday. You only need one favorite
to misbehave and it will be worth your while.

