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Dexter Cup history in the making
for the Atherton’s Lord Cromwell?
By Jay Bergman
Patience is a virtue. In today’s society it is
almost absent, primarily because people can
get what they want when they want it.
When it comes to owning trotters however,
patience is the most necessary quality for both
trainer and owner as the path just to the races
is often a minefield of what can go wrong, will
go wrong scenarios.
Take Lord Cromwell, the likely favorite
in Saturday’s Dexter Cup Final at Freehold.
Owned by Carolyn and Irv Atherton, owners
for some 30 years in the sport, the gelding from
first crop sire Chapter Seven is the fourth foal
from the Atherton’s star trotting mare Oh Oh
Its Magic. The dam, a lifetime earner of near
$400K, hadn’t come up with much in her first
three foals and the couple decided to sell her
a few years back while retaining Lord Cromwell.
“They all had little issues,” said Irv Atherton of the mare’s initial offerings.
“He (Lord Cromwell) had a lot of problems
getting to the races last year. He showed speed
but we couldn’t get him right,” said Atherton.
Eventually it was decided by the Athertons
and trainer Ed Hart to castrate Lord Cromwell.
“He almost didn’t survive,” said Hart of the
operation at Cornell.
Yet through all the trials and tribulations
of a 2-year-old season that gave the appearance early of stakes potential, Hart and the
owners stayed together and finally arrived at
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Lord Cromwell was an easy winner in his
Dexter Cup elimination.

the races.
The outlook became much brighter after
Hall of Famer John Campbell drove Lord
Cromwell in the New York Sire Stakes Excelsior division at Yonkers on September 1.
“He won by eight lengths,” said Atherton
of the 1:59 3/5 mile taken in the “B” division.
“Afterwards John told me he really liked the
horse and said we should stake him heavily for
his 3-year-old year.”
For the Athertons that was both good news
and bad news. It was nice hearing that a Hall
of Famer liked their horse, but on the other
side there had been so many times in the past
where expectations were high and dreams
weren’t realized that they had to use caution
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Hart’s patience is starting to pay off with Lord Cromwell
CONTINUED from page 1

on this occasion. “We paid him into a few
races,” said Atherton. “He’s eligible to the
Empire Breeders but not the Hambletonian
or the Yonkers Trot.”
It’s not that the Athertons haven’t staked
horses heavily in the past. In 2007 their Pippiwhitestockngs was not just in the Hambletonian Oaks at The Meadowlands, she nearly
won at odds of 21-1.
“She was up by three lengths and going to
win,” Atherton said, recalling the moment.
“Then she made a break in mid-stretch.”
While Lord Cromwell won’t be showing up
at The Meadowlands on the first Saturday in
August, he is showing up at Freehold on the
first Saturday in May and both owners and
trainer are feeling quite optimistic.
“John (Campbell) said he did it all on his
own,” Atherton said, referring to the 1:56 2/5
wire-to-wire performance at Freehold last
Saturday.
The victory assured the trainer that things
were finally heading in the right direction.
“I qualified him in 1:56 at The Meadowlands,” Hart said, “But you never know going
around the half in the first start how they are
going to react. I was very happy with the race
and the way he came out of it.”
Hart of course had major concerns about
the post draw for the Dexter final. The elimination victory only earned Lord Cromwell a
spot in the final. Lord Cromwell landed post
two, far better than the other elimination
winner Another Chapter, who landed post
eight after his 1:57 debut.
Ironically both horses were in Hart’s stable
last season but Another Chapter was moved
to trainer Mark Silva’s barn after his 2-yearold campaign.
The two Dexter Cup elimination winners
are sons of Chapter Seven. The first year sire
is off to a huge start, not just because he sent
out last year’s champion Walner, but because
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From left to right: Paris Lasky, John Campbell, Irv Atherton and Ed Hart.
some of the most impressive 3-year-olds to
date happen to be wearing his name on the
stallion line. “I’ve been very happy with the
Chapter Sevens I’ve trained,” said Hart. “The
one thing they all have in common is that
they are not sulky, they all try.”
For the Athertons, perhaps the name
Cromwell will help get them to the finish
line. According to Irv his wife has a love
for English history. That would explain the
moniker Cromwell attached to the multiple
New York Sire Stakes winner of 2004-5 that
was sold late in his sophomore season. Oliver
Cromwell was a member of Parliament and an
outspoken Puritan in the early to mid 1600s
In addition to Lord Cromwell, Hart is also
conditioning her 2-year-old sister named
Lady Cromwell.
“We’re going to make a decision soon
whether to stop with her and bring her back
at 3 or continue,” said Hart, who conceded
that while the filly has shown high talent
and potential, she’s had similar issues to

her older brother and time may be their only
option since castration is off the table.
It may be early in the sophomore season but
judging by what has shown up on the racetrack this year, it looks as if there is enough
talent to go around. Lord Cromwell appears
to have the gait and demeanor to get around
the half-mile tracks. Hart has the concerns of
many a trotting trainer. “He can get a bit hot
moving behind the starting gate,” said Hart.
“But that’s where John Campbell comes in.
He has a way of settling them down.”
The Dexter Cup is the first major test of
the year for sophomore trotters and there’s
always uncertainty when eight young trotters hit the first turn over a half-mile track.
The Athertons are veterans of he half-mile
track at Yonkers, with Irv a longtime Board
Member of the Standardbred Owners of New
York. They’ve waited a long time for the
right horse to come along and hopefully this
Lord Cromwell can be added to the harness
history books.

Burke brigade out in full force for Saturday Meadowlands stakes
By Jay Bergman
You could say much was expected of Crazy
Wow last year. One of 2015’s better sophomore
trotters, Crazy Wow embarked on his 4-yearold campaign that netted but one victory in
14 tries. The now-5-year-old makes his 2017
stakes debut on Saturday night and trainer
Ron Burke thinks we’ll see a better version in
the $200,000 Arthur Cutler Memorial at The
Meadowlands.
“I look at him the same way I look at Lou,”
said Burke, referring to the disappointing
year that Sweet Lou had at age 4 and his rise
to greatness one year later. “We just couldn’t
get him to race that well until the end of the
year,” said Burke of Crazy Wow.
But by the tail end of 2016, Crazy Wow was
sharper and more the horse that Burke had
expected, finishing second by a scant nose in
the $400K TVG Final.
“I wish I had a place to race him at that
point,” said Burke, “But I’m very happy with
the way he’s come back this year and I think
he could have a big year.”
Crazy Wow made his seasonal debut in an
overnight race at The Meadowlands on April
21 and finished a solid pacesetting second in a
1:52 1/5 mile. That tightener should have him
ready for a big effort on Saturday, where he’ll
have company in the form of 11 rivals and
an additional eighth of a mile to cover in the
added distance Cutler.
For Burke, there are two others in the field
of a dozen he represents in the form of Rose
Run Parker (post 8) and Gural Hanover (post
9). “I think the post positions for those two
are going to make it difficult,” Burke said,
conceding that his stable has been somewhat
hampered by the lack of racing opportunity.
“I just can’t get all of my horses raced and I
think some have suffered because of it. With
racetracks closed in the winter I can understand,” Burke said, “But it’s tougher for me
when tracks like Pocono, Harrah’s and The
Meadowlands don’t regularly card Open
races.”
Crazy Wow from post six will give Burke a
horse with speed to get involved in the race,
but the field is solid competitively. Directly
to Crazy Wow’s inside is Resolve making his
2017 debut for trainer-driver Ake Svanstedt.
The 6-year-old by Muscle Hill was solid in his
qualifier last Saturday scoring in 1:54 2/5.
Resolve hails from a stable known to have its
horses sharp and ready on first asking.
Trainer Ben Baillargeon couldn’t be all
that amused with the post draw for Musical
Rhythm in the Cutler. The Ontario-based
Musical Rhythm drew post 10 on the outside
in the field. For Baillargeon, there must be
hope that this could be déjà vu all over again
since his horse won from post ten in last
year’s $250K Graduate Final at The Meadowlands. Musical Rhythm won 12 of his 21 starts
a year ago and had a solid second-place finish
in his prep at Mohawk on April 24.
JL Cruze had a sensational year in 2015 but
saw his ranking slip a bit last year with just
$231k banked on the season. Trainer Eric Ell

Trainer Ron Burke is expecting a big year from Crazy Wow in 2017.
appears to have him ready early this year
as evidenced by a solid effort in last week’s
Meadowlands Open where he was in a threehorse photo in a 1:51 3/5 mile.
Hall of Famer John Campbell will guide
Muscle Diamond from post 12 in the second
tier and the 5-year-old should have the
experience necessary having already raced
10 times in 2017. The impeccably bred son
of Muscle Hill and champion Windylane
Hanover missed almost his entire 4-yearold campaign and has been regaining stakes
form.
Trainer Burke is happy with his two horses
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in the split Graduate Series for 4-year-old
pacers on the Meadowlands undercard.
“I love him,” said Burke of Roll Away Joe, a
gelding that took a career best 1:50 2/5 victory
in his last start. “He’s legit.”
As for Check Six, his $1.1 million career
winner that landed post seven in the tougher
of the two divisions, Burke was happy with
his debut. “It’s going to come down to a sprint
and Jimmy (Takter) has his horses sharp at
the start,” said Burke, accepting Check Six’s
narrow defeat in a credible 1:51 debut.
Post time for the 11-race card at The Meadowlands Saturday is 7:15 p.m.
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Tracks need to supply handicappers with more information
ON THE MARK
By Bob Marks
@BobMarks3
If the casino indicated that cards are
marked in order to provide the dealers with
what might be termed a house advantage,
how crowded would those tables be? The
same applies to any other game in which the
element of pure chance is subject to house
manipulation.
My gut feeling is that any sanctioned
gaming venture not in adherence with the
requirements of its customer base would
either modify or cease to exist. That said, I’ve
yet to hear the slot player question the intentions of the machine he’s playing.
But here we are again.
Last Friday there seemed to be a much livelier and noticeably earlier quarter-move effort
by Penpal’s driver Pat Lachance resulting in a
hard-fought win over some pretty fair pacing
mares, including Blue Moon Stride and Darlinonthebeach. Previously Penpal had not been
closer than 7th at the half-mile pole in three
starts, though in her first two starts she did
rally to be up in time. In start number three,
she found herself so far back that her usual
stretch rally was not nearly enough.
Thereafter, word circulated through the
various industry sites, particularly the
Sunday edition of Harness Racing Update in
which “feedback” is posted, that there was a
conversation between Meadowlands Owner/
Operator Jeff Gural and Mr. Lachance.

Kentucky Derby
Analysis
By Darin Zoccali

Top Pick: #17 IRISH WAR CRY
Colt showed immense talent upon debut,
circling up five wide from well back and
storming past the field. Showed versatility
winning on the lead in the Holy Bull. We’ll
chalk up his Fountain of Youth to a bounce.
His Wood Memorial was the best prep in my
opinion, as he put himself where he wanted
to be and jockey Rajiv Maragh was looking
back from the half-mile pole home. He has
the tactical speed to position himself outside
the speed and will have first run on the leaders.

MUST Use: #15 MCCRAKEN

Loved this track in the fall, coming with
sterling rallies in each and every start in
Louisville. Came back with a sharp score in
Tampa before a minor injury forced him to

Whether or not the betting public had knowledge of this gathering is unknown, though an
educated guess suggests that someone might
have known something.
A day later at Freehold, Andovertheplace, off
a maiden breaking seven length victory, was
never a factor finishing a well-beaten fourth.
In that she had received a class upgrade, she
may well have been overmatched, but that’s
not really the issue. It seems she didn’t have a
great week health-wise and driver John Campbell was made aware, since he clearly adhered
to a primary obligation of protecting the horse
and handled her appropriately. Unfortunately
the betting public knew nothing of this and as
a result, some money was wasted.
There was another situation last Friday
regarding David Miller and the debuting
Glitzey Gal that got all sorts of social media
play after a frustrated but very erudite bettor
named Les Stark made his displeasure known
on Facebook. That stimulated much commentary from other learned players, particularly
Andy Berg, Glen Goller, Mark Weaver, and
The Curmudgeon (Murray Brown) as to what
Miller’s intentions might have been.
It used to be common knowledge amongst
some bettors that any “first time starter”
would need one or maybe two tightening
starts before really getting serious, but not all
big-time players embrace that theory.
Even though betting is not officially sanctioned by the NFL, the league goes above and
beyond to ensure that the “fan” betting or
otherwise has access to information that could
influence an opinion. Generally by Thursday
players are listed as “probable, possible, or
doubtful,” or whatever the catch terminology
happens to be so the fan can make a reason-

able projection of who may or may not take the
field on Sunday.
However, as I illustrated in my last DRF
Harness article, harness racing has always
taken the position that the betting public is
essentially a liability to be provided as little
information as possible. Of late there has
been some improvement in this area, particularly at The Meadowlands where in the race
reviews section typically includes a trainer
statement when available. And that is a step in
the right direction.
Back in 1976 it took months of intense lobbying by my then Sports Eye colleagues just
to get the Roosevelt and Yonkers Raceway
programs to list the modified sulky users,
even though it was common knowledge that
some horses improved four seconds pulling a
modified. But of course that’s old news, just as
the commentary concerning driver intentions
has probably been bandied about since Ben
Hur first reached the Coliseum.
The key factor is that only the information
is relevant! What one does with it is another
story. However, as the NFL and other leagues
keep indicating, information inundation
seems to work best. That said, why couldn’t
the public know what Mr. Campbell knew, that
his filly did not have a good week and might
not be up to aggressive movement? Or for that
matter, that perhaps Mr. Lachance might be a
tad more aggressive this time around?
Given the speed in which words routinely
circulate in this era, the above should be doable.
I may still make the wrong betting selection but at least it will be based on up-to-theminute information.
My gut feeling is that any millennials we
may reach out to will demand nothing less.

miss the Tampa Bay Derby. Looked like a
short horse at Keeneland as he loomed into
contention but did not have his usual late
kick. Look for a rebound.

Has a chance to rebound.

OTHER HORSES TO USE:
#1 LOOKIN AT LEE - One-run closer
will have to navigate through traffic, but is
developing and improving and will be passing horses late. The right setup can find him
a share.
#5 ALWAYS DREAMING - A wild card for
me who I haven’t decided what to do with yet.
He can win by five based on the talent I have
seen, or he could run 14th like other Pletcher
runners coming in off a monster prep in the
past.
#6 STATE OF HONOR - Could be the speed
of the race. Very game horse tends to run the
same race each and every time. Obviously
the 10 furlongs is a question.
#12 SONNETEER - Maiden continues to
improve and similarly to ‘Lee’ will be rallying past horses late. Could see him 3rd or
4th with right setup.
#13 J BOYS ECHO - His Gotham win was
the “fastest” Derby prep of these. Rough trip
in the Blue Grass, checking multiple times.

PLAYS AGAINST:
#8 HENCE - Wise-guy horse of this Derby
given that his prep race has produced solid
next out performances. Think he ran with
a bias on the good part of a track that was
conducive to wide-rallying horses.
#10 GUNNEVERA - Small-framed closers
have a tough time in this race and he doesn’t
have a brilliant move as he needs the jockey
to really ride him from start to finish. Prefer
others to close for a share.
#14 CLASSIC EMPIRE - Respect his ability, but trainer had to really hustle to get
him to fire a big race in Arkansas and I have
doubts that he can come back in three weeks
and run that well again.
#19 PRACTICAL JOKE - Talented horse
that I think will perform best in one-turn
mile races in the future. I simply do not
think this horse wants to go this far.

Derick Giwner’s Top 3
#4 Always Dreaming
#17 Irish War Cry
#15 McCraken

Off And Pacing officially launches; improvements on the horizon
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
After last week’s introduction to the new
Off And Pacing Harness Game for IOS and
Android, I thought it would be an appropriate follow-up to let current users know what
is in store for the coming months. There are
plenty of new features on the horizon that
will be incorporated every other Thursday
(starting May 11) when the APP updates.

Revamped Stakes Schedule

The first update should include a major
expansion of the stakes schedule for year five
of the game (each year is 26 days), including
more details providing to explain each of
the conditions for the races. With 10-15 new
stakes joining the schedule, including the
DRF.com Harness Showdown, players will
often have to choose which stake to enter as
many of them will overlap. Do you race in the
season-long series to gain points for the final
or another event?
Eventually the entire schedule will be
divided into regions. People in the different
parts of the U.S. and the world will only be
able to compete in certain races with the
exception being some stakes races.
Additionally, entry fees will be added to
some races to make them more exclusive and
make the decision to enter a race more trueto-life.

New Driver Strategy

New Track Configurations

One of the most complained about function
of the game play is the poor judgment of the
drivers in a race. Drivers are often incapable
of rating properly on the rim and race three
wide for no reason. Testing will begin in the
coming days of new code to correct these
issues.
Currently most drivers are even in ability
and they all have the same attributes, but that
will change in the future. Each driver actually has latent attributes which have yet to
be activated—Speed, Aggression, Precision,
and more. Once this function is launched,
you’ll begin to notice certain drivers showing the propensity to create more speed, leave
harder off the gate, or squeeze through tight
holes.

Western Fair joined the game on Tuesday
and is the only track to feature just seven
horses on the gate because the Canadian oval
starts the eighth horse in the second tier. Off
And Pacing will also add this feature so that
any of its tracks can have second tier starters.
This will come into play to allow for bigger
fields in stakes finals and to more realistically display races from Europe or Australia
as tracks from those regions are added with
longer distance races.
The passing lane was introduced with
Hoosier Park a few weeks back but has yet to
be utilized. That will happen in the future.

Gelding Feature

Do you have a colt that is underachieving or not meeting your expectations? Soon
you’ll be able to geld a horse for a set coin fee
for the possibility of improvement. You won’t
be guaranteed a positive outcome, but your
horse could turn the corner in a hurry.

Stallion Changes

So you are looking for a stallion but want
to know how successful they have been? Soon
enough you’ll be able to check to see the best
prodigy from each stallion—Top Earners,
Fastest, etc.
A minimum amount will also be set for
stallion fees so no owner can completely
undercut the market and hurt the games’
economy.

And looking a month or more down the road . . .
For those that want to be more involved,
coding is expected to be added to allow players to provide strategy to drivers if they
want.
A drift tendency will be added to drivers
and horses to more accurately represent how
some horses do tire and run out/in through
the stretch.
Currently all conditions are based off
lifetime earnings. By the next season in the
game, coding will be added to allow for “Nonwinners in the last XX starts” so horses with
high earnings who have fallen on hard times
in terms of form will have a chance to race in
more competitive spots.
For those that want to play, the APP is now
available in the IOS store. Just search for
“Off And Pacing”.

Headlines from this week in harness + reader comments
Decoupling dead in Florida
for 2017
According to Jim Rosica, who covers
State government from Tallahassee for
Florida Politics (www.floridapolitics.com),
a gambling legislation deal that included
decoupling “went down the drain” on Tuesday (May 2), three days before the scheduled
end of the legislative session.
The negotiators for the House and Senate
“couldn’t see eye-to-eye” on the proposed
expansion of gaming in Florida.
FSBOA President Joe Pennacchio was
elated with the news but warned, “We are
never out of the woods on this issue, as it
keeps creeping into discussion and bills year
after year after year.
“We are safe for this year,” he added, “but
you can never let your guard down in a situation that is as important as this.
“I view decoupling as a cancer cell that
could spread throughout our industry
unchecked if it ever passes here in Florida.
At some point down the road, we will have to
face this threat again and the best scenario

to put this to bed once and for all is to have
a referendum for decoupling on the ballot for
voters to decide.
“With the positive impact on the economy
here in South Florida over the past 10 years,
I would think it would be difficult to get the
60 percent vote needed for decoupling and it
would be rendered dead forever.”
Pari-mutuel harness racing has been a
fixture at Pompano Park since 1964.

- Florida SBOA

$15,654 Super Hi-5
carryover at northfield
After bettors failed to hit the 13th race
Super Hi-5 at Northfield on Wednesday
night, a carryover of $15,654.14 was left for
the Saturday card.
Northfield has guaranteed Saturday’s pool
at $50,000, but the total is sure to eclipse that
amount.
Free past performances for the Super
Hi-5 at Northfield (Race 13) and many other
tracks this weekend are available on the DRF
Harness website.

Mixed feelings about
Vernon downs
I am glad to learn Vernon Downs is opening for the 2017 racing season on May 5th.
Hopefully the state will legislate a tax reduction for Vernon.
The facts remain that Vernon Downs’
future is not bright. The ill advised Oneida
nation agreement has allowed new full casinos and slot establishments to open all over
Central NY. Vernon Downs under the 2013
Oneida Agreement cannot be a full casino,
thus creating an unfair advantage for Oneida
Nation.
The only way for Vernon Downs to be
open 10 to 20 years from now will be for a
full casino be allowed. The revenue decrease
Vernon has suffered since 2013 clearly shows
this.

Gary A.Greenberg
Minority Owner Vernon Downs

Have something to say? Want to comment
on an article? Email dgiwner@drf.com

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Saturday, May 6
Freehold Raceway
$143,737 Dexter Cup - Race 10
1
Sir John F
2
Lord Cromwell
3
Earl Variera
4
Gustavo Fring
5
Southwind Cobra
6
Southwind Cruze
7
Arch Credit
8
Another Chapter
$36,850 Lady Suffolk - Race 6 (Div. 1)
1
Sparkle Plenty
2
Amber Ella
3
Royal Pinot
4
Princess Aurora
5
Miss Marlene
6
Gin’s Tonic
7
Pennys N Dimes
8
Sevally
$36,850 Lady Suffolk - Race 8 (Div. 2)
1
Winter Sweet Frost
2
Andovertheplace
3
Southwind Prius
4
Romancing Rachel
5
Holiday Promise
6
Barn Goddess
7
Celebrity Ruth
8
Patty La Paige

Meadowlands
$200,000 AJ Cutler Memorial - Race 7
1
Centurion Atm
2
Crazshana
3
Maestro Blue Chip
4
Rubber Duck
5
Resolve
6
Crazy Wow
7
Jl Cruze
8
Rose Run Parker
9
Gural Hanover
10
Musical Rhythm
11
Windsun Revenge
12
Muscle Diamond
(11 & 12 start from the 2nd tier - 1 1/8 miles)
$50,0000 Graduate - Race 4
1
Western Fame
2
Roll Away Joe
3
Toddler Tantrum
4
Artmagic
5
Awesomeness
6
Sintra
$50,000 Graduate - Race 6
1
Dr J Hanover
2
Boston Red Rocks
3
Lyons Snyder
4
Missile J
5
Pretty Boy Hill
6
JK Will Power
7
Check Six

Pocono Downs
$50,000 Van Rose Memorial - Race 10
1
Barimah A
2
Mcwicked
3
Mach It So
4
Lucan Hanover
5
Sunfire Blue Chip
6
Soto
7
Rockin Ron
8
Somewhere In L A

Sunday, May 7
Miami Valley
$86,400 Miami Valley Distaff - Race 9
1
Churita
2
Kestrel
3
Hannelore Hanover
4
South Side Hanover
5
Flowers N Songs
6
Barn Girl
7
Charmed Life

Monday, May 8
Miami Valley
$100,000 Chip Noble Memorial - Race 9
1
Sandbetweenurtoes
2
No Clouds Bluechip
3
Divas Image
4
Lady Shadow
5
Medusa
6
Enhance Your Mind
7
Darlinonthebeach
8
Blue Moon Stride
9
Pure Country

Tuesday, May 9
Pocono Downs
$30,000 Bobby Weiss Final - Race 10
1
Uncle Leroy
2
Perseverance
3
Ooh Rah
4
Hilarious Halo
5
Boinganator
6
Bend In The River
7
Mister Photogenic
8
Muscles On Fire
9
Tech Titan

***Four divisions of PA Sire Stakes are at The
Meadows on Saturday afternoon featuring 3-yearold colt standouts Huntsville and Downbytheseaside.

Registration open for
Meadowlands Survival
Challenge contest
It will be a race to the finish for cash prizes &
WHHC seats in the Meadowlands Racetrack’s
2017 Championship Meet Survival Challenge
powered by 123Racing, an online handicapping competition that begins Friday, May 5.
The game covers the Meadowlands’ Summer
Championship Meet, featuring millions in
stakes races and the best pacers and trotters in
training. The game concludes on Hambletonian Day on Saturday, August 5, 2017.
The winner is determined by the highest
total bankroll at the end of the Challenge
based on a $2 “across the board” wager [win,
place and show] on selections for three designated races each program.
However, to continue in the game, entrants
have to “survive” by finishing in-the-money
[first through third] with at least one of their
selections each day. Failing to do so or not
making selections knocks the player out of the
game. To aid in the player’s survival a “lucky
horseshoe” is given. The lucky horseshoe is a
“free pass” given to all Challenge participants
that allows the player to survive if he does not
make selections for a race card or all three of
his selections fail to hit the board.
The grand prize is $1,000 & 2018 WHHC Spot
The second-place prize is $500 & 2018 WHHC
Spot
The third-place prize is $250 & 2018 WHHC
Spot
The contest is open to legal residents of the
United States and Canada 18 years and older,
and all selections must be made through
the format provided on the Survival Challenge website page. No selections will be
accepted by phone, fax, e-mail or any other
means. Trackmaster Platinum Past performances for the three designated races will be
provided through the game board.
The deadline for selections each day is 30
minutes before 7:15 p.m. post time for the
first race. Exceptions include Saturday, July
8 [first post is 6:30 p.m.], Saturday, July 15
[first post is 6:30 pm], and Hambletonian Day,
Saturday, August 5 [post time 12 noon]. After
30 minutes to post, all selections are final.
To set up a username and password, and
for more of the contest rules, visit www.
survival-challenge.com.

VIP

for a week
JOIN NOW!
Start with a $300 Bonus!

