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There is little dispute, if any, that Bold Eagle
is the best trotter on the planet. Unfortunately
for those of us in the North America, the closest we get to see the trotting superstar is on
our computer monitors. While it’s debatable
whether Bold Eagle will ever race on this
continent, an offspring of his very quietly has
taken residence on this side of the Atlantic.
It should come as no surprise that the colt’s
presence in the United States is the product
of the work of Mike Gulotta, C.E.O. of Deo
Volente Farms.
The colt is out of an Italian mare, Resora LB
IT and has been named Jacobo Deo.
One of the innovative breeding ideologies
overseas is to begin breeding to their champions while they are still racing. Gulotta took
advantage of that and purchased the Italian
mare and bred her to Bold Eagle prior to his
Triple Crown win. This is her first foal and
according to the registry on the USTA’s Pathway system, this is the only offspring of Bold
Eagle in the United States, which is something
Gulotta referenced.
“We knew that we could potentially have the
only Bold Eagle in the country,” Gulotta said.
“That’s pretty neat I think.”
The foundation of Gulotta’s thinking is the
same foundation that landed Trixton at Deo
Volente Farms in New Jersey. “In this business you have to be aggressive and progressive,” said Gulotta. “There is great potential

in this and thankfully we have a very sharp
looking colt on our hands.”
While Gulotta typically sells his yearlings,
he has some different thoughts about Jacobo
Deo. “It hit me that if this colt makes it and
if he is good enough to become a stallion, it
would provide an amazing opportunity,” said
Gulotta. “We could be standing a son of Bold
Eagle and that’s a pretty cool idea.
“If we are lucky, this could be a home run,
not just for us, but for the industry.”
Of course with a weanling on his hands, we
are a very long way from that becoming a reality, but you have to once again admire Gulotta’s thinking. In an industry that is often far
too resistant to change, once again Gulotta has
stepped up to the plate and done something
unprecedented.
My family and I were lucky enough to visit
Deo Volente Farms last week. If you haven’t
seen it yet, I highly recommend you plan a
visit. The property looks more like the rolling
bluegrass of Lexington, Kentucky than it does
the Garden State. The stalls and stable area
are immaculate and there is an abundance of
horse power.
In addition to the Bold Eagle colt, there is a
Trixton-Bringham Dream colt, a Trixton-Blue
Yonder filly and a Trixton-Queen Serene filly.
But it’s not just about Trixton. Gulotta has a
mare you may have heard of named Rocklamation and she produced a Captaintreacherous
filly this year. There is also a Captaintreacherous-Lisjune colt, a Muscle Hill-Tonato Of Love
colt, a Muscle Hill-Yursa Hanover filly and a
Somebeachsomewhere-Worldly Beauty filly,
just to name a few of the 2017 foals. Gulotta
has yearlings going to sale this year sporting
several of the pedigrees listed above as well.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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New for 2017

2015 Breeders Crown Open Trot winner

Defeated champion trotters, including
Sebastian K, in the $173,000

Captured the $368,900 Kentucky Futurity

Allerage Open Trot

Enjoyed success in Europe with wins in the

Retires with a record of 17-10-9 from 52 starts

Hugo Abergs and St. Michel Ajo

with earnings of more than $2.1 million

PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
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Andover Hall—Berry Nice Muscles
2017 FEE: $6,000

Gulotta predicts healthy landscape for New Jersey after election
CONTINUED from page 1

All of the foals, yearlings, etc. can be found at
www.deovolentefarms.com.
Trixton looked as brilliant as ever. Gulotta
stated that he will cover 140 mares this year
and Trixton himself has garnered international attention. “Jean-Pierre Dubois, who
we were partners with on Crys Dream bred
two mares to Trixton last year and he is
breeding five or six to him this year. He loves
the pedigree,” said Gulotta.
This is a big year for Gulotta, with Trixton’s yearlings going to sale for the first time.
“They look great, very leggy and correct,”
added Gulotta.
With the landscape of racing in New Jersey
still unchanged, Trixton is certainly at a
disadvantage in that there isn’t a lucrative
sire stakes program awaiting his yearlings
next year. But with the mares that he has
been bred to, the likelihood for Trixton to be
a success on the Grand Circuit is strong, to
say the least. Gulotta is optimistic that there
is a gubernatorial candidate who believes in
the future of racing in New Jersey.
“We had a fundraiser for Phil Murphy
last week. He is a good-guy and he believes
in helping the racing industry, and we have
already discussed the ideas he has to help. I
think he is going to win and things will be
different when he is in office,” said Gulotta
about the candidate and upcoming election
on November 7.
Last year I reported on another innovative
idea of Gulotta’s, a partnership with TaylorMade Farms and their stallion, Kentucky
Derby winner California Chrome. In that
partnership Gulotta owns two breedings to
California Chrome each year and Gulotta
has already purchased his broodmares and
bred them to ‘Chrome’.
The first mare is a stakes winner named
Naval Command. She is a daughter of Breeders Cup Juvenile winner Midshipman, and is
a 4S X 4D cross to Triple Crown winner Seattle Slew. On the racetrack, Naval Command
was a fine filly, winning a listed-stakes on the
turf at the Fair Grounds. She also ran fifth
in the Grade-One Darley Alicibiades Stakes
at Keeneland, one of the premier races for
2-year-old fillies each year. Gulotta owns
her first foal, a bay colt by the Breeders Cupwinning Macho Uno, a son of Holy Bull.
The second mare is Scandalous Song, a big,
grey daughter of Unbridled’s Song. While she
never raced, it’s her pedigree that stands out
as she is out of My White Corvette, the dam
of Breeders Cup Juvenile Fillies winner Stardom Bound (Tapit), who sold for $5.7 Million
as a 2-year-old. So Gulotta owns a half-sister
to a Breeders Cup winner.
Both mares create a cross that means a lot
in thoroughbred racing right now. By breeding Naval Command to California Chrome it
creates a 4S X 5D cross to Lucky Spell, while
the breeding of Scandalous Song to California Chrome creates a 4S X 4D cross to Lucky
Spell.
Unless you are a true historian of thoroughbred racing, the name Lucky Spell

Jacobo Deo is the only foal of Bold Eagle registered in the United States.
won’t mean much. But 40 years after she
last stepped foot on the racetrack, her influence has been nothing short of spectacular.
She has iron-lady blood, racing 69 times
herself and she was a stakes winner as well.
She was a mediocre broodmare, producing
14 foals, 12 of whom raced with only one of
those foals earning over $100,000. But a pair
of those foals have had an enormous impact
on the landscape of thoroughbred racing in
2016 and 2017.
In 1983, Lucky Spell produced a filly by
Caro named Trolley Song. Nine years later
Lucky Spell would produce a Cozzene filly
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named Lucky Soph. Why is that important?
Well, Trolley Song would go on to produce
Unbridled’s Song, a Breeders Cup winner
himself and the sire of the best horse in the
world right now, Arrogate. Lucky Soph
produced Lucky Pulpit, who of course is the
sire of California Chrome. Gulotta said they
specifically were looking for this cross and to
say that the potential here is great, would be
an understatement.
One thing is certain, it is entirely possible
that Deo Volente Farms is on the cusp of a
renaissance and it would be in everyone’s
best interest if that comes to fruition.

‘Vision’ sets his sights on Molson Pace
SPOTLIGHT ON

WESTERN FAIR
Western Fair is offering a $15,000
guaranteed pick four with a 15% takeout on Molson Pace Night (Friday). Let’s
take a look at the sequence.

Race 9 - Preferred 2
The early speed should come from #’s
2 and 3, but I don’t like their chances of
going the distance. I’m leaning to (5)
HEELS ON THE BEACH in his second
start for high percentage trainer Richard
Moreau. Four-year-old took a shot and
tired last week on the tougher Mohawk
circuit. She has plenty of half-mile track
experience and seems versatile enough to
race from on or off the pace.
Others on my ticket include: (4) TOP
ROYAL, (6) LAY LADY LAY & (8) BOURBON SEELSTER.

Race 10 - Preferred

Brett Miller picked up a pair of wins in the Levy series with Clear Vision in 2017.

By Derick Giwner
Gone are the days when Foiled Again
and State Treasurer dominated the Molson
Pace at Western Fair. Despite the absence
of the winners of five of the last six editions
of the Molson, the race went on to provide a
thrilling finish where Evenin Of Pleasure
blew up the tote board in track record time
in 2016.
Evenin Of Pleasure, along with seven rivals
with total earnings topping $9 million will
line up behind the gate for Friday’s $150,000
battle for older pacers. Standing in the forefront in terms of earnings and longevity is
Clear Vision. An 11-year-old with a bankroll
of $2,703,859 and a 212-37-47-38 career record,
he keeps chugging along while dipping his
toes in the water versus stakes foes when the
opportunity is right.
“I just love this horse. He is one of my
favorites to drive,” said Brett Miller, who will
make the trip to Canada from his New Jersey
base to drive.
This is the second consecutive week Miller
will skip a Friday night card at The Meadowlands to follow a stakes horse out of town.
While Clear Vision may not have the earnings potential in 2017 of last week’s drive,
Pure Country, Miller says it is still more than
worth it.
“It is a fun race to drive in and the trainer
has him good right now,” said Miller. “As
far as I know I didn’t have much lined up at
The Meadowlands on Friday night anyway

Mike Lizzi

because I missed last week except for a few
races.”
Clear Vision, who moved into the John
Kokinos/Jennifer Lappe barn from Ron
Burke in early February, enters the Molson
off a sharp 1:49 win at The Meadowlands
versus a field loaded with potential standouts
in the older pacing division, including Dealt
A Winner and Down Under champion Christen Me N. The competition on Friday is a bit
of a lateral move in terms of quality, but the
venue change from a mile track to a half-mile
oval will certainly affect strategy.
With likely favorite Bit Of A Legend N
drawing to his inside (post one, 2-1), Miller
could be looking at what most would consider
a tough first-over trip with Clear Vision starting from post three. That might be a problem
for many horses, but the gelding is a rare
breed of Standardbred who seems to thrive
when racing without cover on the outside.
“I feel like he races best first over. That
seems to be his best trip,” said Miller. “I
raced him that way in the Levy Consolation
at Yonkers and he beat Mach It so in 1:51 3/5.”
The Robert Santagata and Jennifer Lappeowned Clear Vision was installed as the 5-2
second choice on the morning line in the
finale on the 12-race Western Fair card that
also features two divisions of Ontario Sire
Stakes Gold races for 3-year-old colt pacers
and an appearance by Foiled Again in an
Invitational. The action gets underway at 7:05
p.m. and includes multiple guaranteed pools
with a low 15% takeout.

While it says “Preferred” on the top of
the past performance page, this race is
really more of a dressed up Preferred-3
and (1) BEACH TERROR has dominated
that condition in recent weeks. Starting
from pylon position, I have to think he’ll
take charge and prove very tough.
(5) ARRIVED LATE also seems worth
including as he is getting some class
relief this week.

Race 11 - Invitational
It is nice to see (6) FOILED AGAIN
in town to provide an attraction to the
masses who want to get a glimpse of the
richest standardbred in history. While
I wish he drew inside, he might just be
able to wear down this field on the rim.
Any of the horses that have beaten him
lately would certainly handle this field.
(5) DAYLIGHT RUSH was over his
head in the Confederation Cup but
should enjoy this spot.

Race 12 - $150,000 Molson Pace
My original inclination was to include
the likely favorite (1) BIT OF A LEGEND
N on my ticket, but is he really sharp
enough right now to merit inclusion as
the public’s choice? For the top spot I’m
going to shift to (6) SUNFIRE BLUE
CHIP. He is clearly in form and is fast
enough off the gate to take charge.
Notice that when he makes the front he
often stays there for the entire mile.
I’m also intrigued by 2016 champion
(5) EVENIN OF PLEASURE, who should
also fire away early and sit a good trip,
and (8) NIGHT PRO a red-hot arrival
from Hoosier Park that never throws in
a bad race.
4,5,6,8 / 1,5 / 5,6 / 5,6,8 = $9.60 (.20 wager)

-Derick Giwner

#MolsonPace

Featuring the best pacing horses in
North America and a $150,000 purse

MOLSON PARTY
ON THE PATIO
LAST RACE NIGHT OF THE SEASON!
PRIZES: 100’s to be won!
POWERFUL UNDERCARD:
OSS Gold Divisions for 3YO Colt Pacers and
the City Of London Finals
Added SUPER HI-5
$5,000 Guaranteed EARLY PICK-3
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Tetrick has Down Under power lined up for Philly Invitationals
By Jay Bergman
Driver Tim Tetrick had firsthand knowledge of two imports he gets to drive this
Sunday at Harrah’s Philadelphia. Tetrick got
to drive Nike Franco N while visiting Australia in a driving competition and knew how
good she was. Christen Me N, a horse that
earned nearly $2 million before arriving in
North America, was one he saw race.
“I liked Nike Franco N when I drove her,”
said Tetrick of the 7-year-old mare he will
drive Sunday afternoon in the $150,000 Betsy
Ross invitational for pacing mares.
As brilliant as Nike Franco N was during
the winter, she suffered a setback racing in
the Blue Chip Matchmaker at Yonkers. “She
just wasn’t right at Yonkers,” Tetrick said.
The daughter of McArdle has since
rebounded in a major way and heads into
Sunday’s contest at the top of her game.
“It was like a training mile last week,”
Tetrick said of the 1:50 1/5 effort this past
Sunday at Pocono.
Nike Franco N drew post three in race 11 on
Sunday and faces a solid group of mares that
includes last year’s Breeders Crown champion
Lady Shadow (post 6) as well as the top sophomore filly from 2016, Pure Country (post 2).
Pure Country makes her second start in
the aged ranks after a second-place finish in
her debut last Friday night at Yonkers.
“I thought she raced good being it was her
first start. Last year in her first start she lost
in almost the exact same fashion,” said Brett
Miller, Pure Country’s driver. “Darlinonthebeach beat her but she came back and blew
the doors off them in her next start.”
The field for the Betsy Ross is quite deep,

Cran Dalgety Website

Christen Me N will start from post 3 in the
$150,000 Ben Stafford Jr. Invitational.

with Blue Chip Matchmaker champion Mackenzie A making her first start since capturing the $310,600 Final on April 22. The Pete
Tritton-trained mare missed the deadline for
Lasix on May 19 at Yonkers and worked out
before the judges the following day. Jordan
Stratton guides Mackenzie A from post four.
The oft-winning Cousin Mary has been a
late-closing sensation this year with 11 wins
already, but she’ll be up against it in the
Betsy Ross from post eight.
Tetrick had to make a difficult choice in the
$150,000 Ben Starford Jr. Invitational and he
went with the aforementioned Christen Me
N, an impressive winner in his North American debut at Harrah’s Philadelphia on May
14. The 9-year-old altered son of Christian
Cullen was perhaps even more impressive in
defeat last Saturday, pacing home in 25 2/5 at
The Meadowlands while missing by a neck in
a 1:49 mile.

“I wish he had a few more starts up here,”
said Tetrick of Christen Me N.
Needless to say, Christen Me N appears
ready for battle given his two starts and will
face a formidable field that includes Missile J,
a horse Tetrick was also named on.
“I think he’ll be better moving back to
the five-eighths mile track,” Tetrick said
of Missile J. “He had three straight weeks
of racing at the highest level on a half-mile
track. He was really good racing over the
five-eighths before that.”
Missile J landed the pole position in race 12
of 14 on Sunday afternoon.
The Stafford marks the Pennsylvania debut
of the imported Mossdale Conner N, a threetime winner at Yonkers in most impressive
fashion. Mossdale Conner N landed post four
with Jordan Stratton in the bike.
Asked to comment on the success of the
imported horses in North America, Tetrick
was clear. “You see these horses come over
and they’re 7 and 8-year-olds. When something happens to these horses down there
they don’t mind giving them a year off to
recuperate. Up here it’s more of a week-toweek situation getting the horses back to
the racetrack,” Tetrick said, offering a clear
explanation of why imports are having such
success in recent years.
Also featured on the Harrah’s Philadelphia Sunday program is the $150,000 Maxie
Lee for invitational trotters. The Lee marks
the U.S. stakes debut of Tuonoblu Rex (post
7), a son of Cantab Hall that has effortlessly
captured his first three races this year. He’ll
meet JL Cruze (post 1), a recent 1:51 winner at
the Meadowlands, along with six others.
Post time is 12:40 p.m. for the Harrah’s
Phladelphia Sunday card.

‘Bomber’ hopes to raid the beach in $300,000 Art Rooney Final
By Derick Giwner
When driver Brett Miller decided to show
up at Yonkers Raceway last week for one
horse in the Art Rooney elimination that
was beaten by over 11 lengths in his previous start, it seemed a bit odd. After watching
Stealth Bomber make three moves and finish
just 1-1/2 lengths behind in third, everything
began to make more sense.
“As much as the charted line doesn’t look
good, after his race at The Meadows I was so
disappointed in myself for not driving him
more aggressively. I wound up trapped when
I could have gone first-up versus Huntsville.
I’m not saying I would have beaten him, but
I could have given him a run for the money,”
said Miller on his drive in a Pennsylvania Sire Stakes race on May 6 with Stealth
Bomber. “That was kind of why I drove him
so aggressively last week at Yonkers.”
Aggressive may have been an understatement. Stealth Bomber was hustled off the gate
from post six into the pocket before quickly
rushing to the front by the quarter. He would
have the lead only briefly as Funknwaffles
and Downbytheseaside both made quick

moves of their own to take command. Sitting
third on the backstretch the final time,
Miller pulled again, gaining into the pocket
behind Downbytheseaside before weakening
slightly late to be third.
Miller may not have realized the ability of
the Tony O’Sullivan-trained Stealth Bomber
prior to his start at The Meadows, but he has
every right to be a top horse via his bloodlines. As a full brother to 2010 Horse of the
Year Rock N Roll Heaven and half-brother
to double millionaire Clear Vision, the son of
Artistic Vision should have what it takes to
compete against the best in the sport.
According to Miller, perhaps the number
one fan of Clear Vision, Stealth Bomber feels
“just like” the 11-year-old war horse, who
he’ll drive on Friday in the $150,000 Molson
Pace at Western Fair.
Few would argue that Downbytheseaside
is the horse to beat in the $300,000 Art Rooney
Final for 3-year-olds on Saturday night. The
sometimes headstrong colt was able to overcome a second-tier starting post in his elimination and is widely considered one of the
top two or three sophomore colts in North
America. Starting from post three with regu-

lar driver David Miller in the bike, Downbytheseaside, despite showing some signs of
running in during his elimination, will be 3-5
or lower at post time.
While “Seaside” came away from the
post position draw in good order, that good
fortune didn’t shine on Stealth Bomber and
owner Frank Bellino. Coming off his brutal
trip from the elimination, Miller will now
need to navigate a favorable trip from post
eight.
“That’s going to make it so hard now,” said
Miller on the bad post. “I’ll just have to play it
off the gate. But that doesn’t take away from
how good this colt is.”
The Rooney, race eight on the 12-race
program, is the first major test for 3-yearold pacers on the stakes calendar. It is joined
on the Yonkers card by the $140,760 Lismore
companion event for second-year filly pacers.
The Lismore is led by elimination winners
Agent Q and Big City Betty. Both horses went
wire-to-wire last week posting 1:55 1/5 and
1:55 2/5 victories, respectively. Agent Q starts
from post four with David Miller in the bike
while Big City Betty is one spot to her outside
with Jim Marohn, Jr.

Post Time 12:40 P.M.
Maxie Lee Trot
1 JL Cruze
2 Taco Tuesday
3 Charmed Life
4 Springbank Sam N
5 Crazy Wow
6 Odds On Amethyst
7 Tuonoblu Rex
8 Melady’s Monet

Ben Stafford Jr. Pace
1 Missile J
2 Rock N’ Roll World
3 Christen Me N
4 Mossdale Corner N
5 Jins Shark
6 All Bets Off
7 Somewhere In L A
8 Great Vintage

Betsy Ross Pace
1 Sassa Hanover
2 Pure Country
3 Nike Franco N
4 Mackenzie A
5 Medusa
6 Lady Shadow
7 Blue Moon Stride
8 Cousin Mary

WATCH IT LIVE!
_

$10,000 Guaranteed Pick Four Races 9-12

Bold Eagle chases history in Sunday’s Elitloppet

Walner’s schedule
slowed by cough
By Derick Giwner

Bold Eagle looks for his first win outside of France on Sunday.

By Greg Reinhart
Bold Eagle, widely regarded as the world’s
top trotter, will be seeking to join the likes
of Varenne and Roquepine as horses that
have won the Prix d’Amerique and Elitloppet in the same year when he competes in the
latter event Sunday at Solvalla Racecourse in
Sweden.
The 6-year-old Bold Eagle (Ready CashReethi Rah Jet-Love You), who has 34 victories
from 39 lifetime starts and earnings of nearly
4 million Euros, won the Prix d’Amerique at
Vincennes Racecourse in Paris in a record
clocking on January 29 of this year, and he
has remained in razor-sharp form since.
He went on to complete the French Trotting
Triple Crown by taking the Grand Prix de
France and Grand Prix de Paris in February,
becoming the first horse to accomplish that
feat since 1976 and only the fourth ever. He
then got nearly two months off before returning in the Prix de l’Atlantique at France’s
Hippodrome Enghien on April 22, winning
that event as well.
Bold Eagle also took a run at the Triple
Crown in 2016, but fell short with a secondplace finish in the Grand Prix de Paris
after sweeping the first two legs. That race
concluded a long stretch of action for Bold
Eagle, and that, along with the French breeding season, resulted in Bold Eagle passing on
last year’s Elitloppet. With another year of
seasoning and success under his belt now,
owner Pierre Pilarski believes that Bold
Eagle has reached the stage in his career that
made a trip to Sweden a priority.
“The horse had no break for seven months.
He was only 5 years old (still young in France)
and had to do his breeding season at the stud
farm,” Pilarski said about the decision to give
Bold Eagle time off between February and
June 2016. “If we had wanted to participate
in the Elitloppet we could not have given him
rest. In June 2016 we decided on the program
for the next year and listed Solvalla as an
important objective. Bold Eagle has come to
maturity now.”
Trained by Sébastien Guarato, Bold Eagle
has drawn post five in the first elimina-

JLL - LeTrot

tion heat and will be driven by regular pilot
Franck Nivard. He will face off against a field
that includes Resolve (post eight, Ake Svanstedt), who won the A.J. Cutler Memorial at the
Meadowlands in his first start of 2017, Delicious U.S. (post three, Örjan Kihlström),
an 8-year-old Cantab Hall mare who enters
with 13 straight victories, and Cruzado Dela
Noche (post six, Björn Goop), a winner of
three of his last five starts. That elimination
will also see an appearance by John Campbell as he drives Tjacko Zaz, a winner of five
consecutive races, from post four.
The other elimination contains defending champion Nuncio (post four, Kihlström),
2014 champion Timoko (post six, Goop), and
Up And Quick (post one, Nivard), who has
been receiving attention after winning the
Critérium de Vitesse de Basse-Normandie
at France’s Hippodrome du Pays d’Argentan
in a record 1:51 and change over the same
mile journey they will face Sunday. The top
four finishers in each heat will return for
the final, and the winner of the final will be
declared the champion.
“I know that if my horse is racing, the horse
that beats him will have deserved to win the
Elitloppet,” Pilarski said. “We will not look for
excuses because Bold Eagle has never been so
good. I think Delicious, like Timoko, can race
very well in their respective eliminations, and
I want Nuncio to qualify for the final so that
the Swedish people will be happy.”
In addition to facing off against a great field,
this will be Bold Eagle’s first start outside
France and at a distance shorter than 2,100
meters, but Pilarski says his charge has the
qualities that will help him overcome the
unfamiliar surroundings and race conditions.
“Bold Eagle is a speed horse. No horse has
ever started as fast as him (1.04”6 the first
500 meters of the Prix de Selection (in 2015
at Vincennes) and finished as fast (1.06”8 the
last 500 meters of the Grand Prix de Paris
(4,150 meters),” said Pilarski. “He recovers
like no other horse, and he will be better in
the final if he qualifies.”
If Pilarski is proven right, his horse should
take his rightful place in the annals of
harness racing history.

When Walner didn’t show up for his
scheduled qualifier at The Meadowlands
on on May 20, speculation began as to
the cause for his absence. While most
were aware he was sick, the severity was
still an unknown.
Trainer Linda Toscano cleared up any
confusion on Wednesday (May 24) when
contacted via phone.
“He’s fine. He just had a cough and
some mucus,” said Toscano. “Six of my
2-year-old fillies in the barn got sick as
well and I wasn’t taking any chances
with him.
“He is acting fine, eating and everything is fine,” continued Toscano.
Coming off a championship year as a
2-year-old, Walner entered 2017 as the
leading player among sophomore trotting colts and the early favorite to win
the Hambletonian. He qualified impressively at The Meadowlands on May 6
with 1:53 1/5 victory for driver Tim
Tetrick and was expected to get one
more morning work on May 20 before
racing in a Sire Stakes race at Vernon
Downs on Monday (May 29).
“I talked it over with Ken (Jacobs,
owner) and we decided not to go to the
Sire Stakes,” said Toscano.
The trainer was non-commital on
Walner’s schedule going forward. He was
supposed to race in the Empire Breeders
Classic eliminations at Vernon Downs
on June 9 but that date is up in the air
at this moment. He is expected to train
in the coming days and may qualify next
week if he is deemed ready for action.
“We will make decisions based on
the horse’s welfare,” is how Toscano
summed up the situation.

OOPS: In last week’s edition we
mistakenly listed Ernie Martinez’s first name as
Eddie and certainly apologize for the error.
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Long-term approach is working well for trainer Jeff Gregory
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Changing careers in midlife is perhaps one
of the most difficult challenges any person
can go through. Jeff Gregory was one of the
leading drivers at Yonkers Raceway for some
time but after a series of injuries decided
it was time for a change. Gregory, who
still accepts catch drives occasionally, has
managed to build a stable of 15 into a minipowerhouse that has become a force in the
metropolitan area.
“I can’t say that I miss catch-driving,”
Gregory said. “I’m much happier the way
things are today.”
There’s a good reason for Gregory’s
current attitude. In a word it’s success. But
in reality what Gregory has been able to
assemble is the best of both worlds. He has
a few owners that have years of experience.
“It’s great to have owners that have been in
the business a long time and know what to
expect,” Gregory said, referring to partners
Steve Finkelstein (Jesmeral Stable) and Bill
Richardson.
The 4-year-old Tight Lines is off to a blazing start this year, having swept the lucrative
SOANY Bonus Series at Yonkers and most
recently finishing a respectable third behind
Broadway Donna and Dayson in the Graduate at The Meadowlands.
“We were kind of lucky with him,” Gregory
said. “He was scratched sick in his last two
starts and they were races that he could have
won. If he had won either he wouldn’t have
been eligible for the SOA series.”
Last year’s troubles have been swept away
now that Tight Lines has already exceeded
his earnings ($110,000) of his entire 3-year-old
campaign in the first five months of racing.
Tight Lines, with five wins in seven tries, is
still fresh and can go on any sized track. “I
think he’s as good on a big track. The Bonus
Series races were good for him. We’ll see how
he does at the higher level,” Gregory said.
Barn Doll is perhaps the best of Gregory’s
band of trotters and she’ll return this Sunday
at Yonkers. “I thought it was a good idea to
give her a few weeks off,” said Gregory, who
hasn’t raced Barn Doll since a third-place
finish on May 6 in the Yonkers Open Handicap.
A winner just once as a 4-year-old, Barn
Doll has returned this year and looks to have
improved. “She wasn’t finishing her races
like I thought she should last year. We put her
on Lasix and towards the end of the year she
was racing much better,” said Gregory.
This year Barn Doll has already won at
the top level at Yonkers and Gregory is in no
hurry to leave the facility. “The purse money
at Yonkers is outrageous,” Gregory said.
“I don’t think it’s great to race them every

Tight Lines swept the SOA Bonus Trotting series at Yonkers Raceway.
week on the half-mile track so I’ll move them
around.”
As for Barn Doll, outside of Yonkers she
could have a shot in the major stakes races
if she continues to improve. “We’ve made her
eligible to some of the bigger races, Gregory
said. “If she’s good enough we want to give
her a chance.”
For owner Steve Finkelstein, under Gregory he has found the winner’s circle a lot
more often. The long-time owner has generally focused on trotters and often not very
good ones, but he has turned the corner and
Gregory appears to have found the right
combination that works for himself and the
owner.
“We’ve rejected a few horses that were
recommended to Steve,” said Gregory. “We’re
looking for something that can race over the
half-mile track because Steve loves to come
to the track and warm the horses up. We also
want a horse to last for four to five years.”
That attitude probably wouldn’t play very
well with most owners in the business today
but for Gregory and Finkelstein the long
term keeps them grounded and gives rise to
a strong relationship.
Most recently the pair stepped out to
purchase the 3-year-old Point Somewherelse.
“Steve got a call on the horse. I went down to
train him and liked him. He was very good
gaited and I thought he would do well on the
half-mile track,” Gregory said.
Point Somewherelse finished fifth in his
first start for Gregory, a Pennsylvania Sire
Stakes at Pocono this past Sunday. “I don’t
think he can go with the Huntsvilles out
there, but we are more interested in racing
him for the next four to five years.”
Point Somewherelse was a six-figure

Mike Lizzi

purchase and is a well-bred son of Somebeachsomewhere with an immediate maternal side that goes back to the great Silk Stockings.
Gregory, who trains at Gaitway Farms, has
a couple of Pennsylvania-bred juvenile fillies
that he’s looking forward to racing later this
year. “We’ve actually gotten rid of three New
York-bred horses that we just don’t think
will do at Yonkers. It makes no sense for us
to venture upstate,” Gregory said, invoking
a strategy that his owners are most comfortable with.
Gregory, Finkelstein and Richardson have
made the most of the private purchase of four
horses owned by the late William Weaver. “I
had a chance to buy Mr. Weaver’s horses after
he passed,” said Gregory. “Steve said that he
would be very interested and we made the
deal. In addition to the aforementioned Tight
Lines and Barn Doll, Spicedbourbongirl has
been a solid performer. Spicedbourbongirl
finished second to Broadway Donna in last
year’s Kentucky Futurity filly division earning in excess of $185,000 on the campaign.
“The three of them pretty much paid for
the entire group,” said Gregory.
Spicedbourbongirl recently won at Pocono
in a high level condition race and appears
headed for another solid season.
Gregory credited Roni Newhart and the
rest of his staff for much of the stable’s recent
success.
In an era where instant success seems to
be all anyone is chasing, it’s refreshing to
hear Gregory’s stance on horse racing and
the care and training of the trotter. It may be
“old school” but he’s got the connections that
allow him to think of the best interest of the
horse near and long term.

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Friday, May 26
Western Fair
$150,000 Molson Pace - Invitational - Race 12
1
Bit Of A Legend N
2
Rockin In Heaven
3
Clear Vision
4
Fool Me Once
5
Evenin Of Pleasure
6
Sunfire Blue Chip
7
Rockin Ron
8
Night Pro
(Night Pro starts from the second tier)

$150,000 Betsy Ross Invitational - Race 11
1
Sassa Hanover
2
Pure Country
3
Nike Franco N
4
Mackenzie A
5
Medusa
6
Lady Shadow
7
Blue Moon Stride
8
Cousin Mary

Four $20,000 divisions of New Jersey Sire Stakes
for 3-year-olds featuring:
Race 6 - What The Hill (Top 10 sophomore trotter)

$150,000 Ben Stafford Jr Invitational - Race 12
1
Missile J
2
Rock N’ Roll World
3
Christen Me N
4
Mossdale Conner N
5
Jins Shark
6
All Bets Off
7
Somewhere In L A
8
Great Vintage

Meadows

Sovalla Sweden

Three $24,000 divisions of Currier & Ives for
3-year-old filly trotters

$26,664 Elitloppet Elimination - Race 9
1
Spring Erom
2
D.D.’s Hitman
3
Delicious U.S.
4
TJacko Zaz
5
Bold Eagle
6
Cruzado Dela Noche
7
Takethem
8
Resolve
(First four advance to final)

Meadowlands

Saturday, May 27
Yonkers
$300,000 Art Rooney Final - 3YO Open - Race 8
1
Mac’s Jackpot
2
Miso Fast
3
Downbytheseaside
4
Rollin About
5
Funknwaffles
6
Summer Side
7
Henry The Dragon
8
Stealth Bomber
$140,770 Lismore 3YO Filly Pace Final - Race 6
1
Warrawee Sunshine
2
Caviart Cherie
3
Caviart Ally
4
Agent Q
5
Big City Betty
6
Gotthisone Hanover
7
Tequila Monday
8
Ashlee’s Spitfire

Sunday, May 28

$26,664 Elitloppet Elimination - Race 10
1
Up And Quick
2
Twister Bi
3
Propulsion
4
Nuncio
5
In Vain Sund
6
Timoko
7
Dante Boko
8
Elian Web
(First four advance to final)

Tioga
Three $40,000-plus divisions of New York Sire
Stakes for 3-year-old filly trotters featuring:
Race 5 - Barn Bella (Undefeated in 3 starts this year)

Monday, May 29

Harrah’s Philadelphia

Vernon Downs

$150,000 Maxie Lee Invitational - Race 10
1
JL Cruze
2
Taco Tuesday
3
Charmed Life
4
Springbank Sam N
5
Crazy Wow
6
Odds On Amethyst
7
Tuonoblu Rex
8
Melady’s Monet

Three $39,000-plus divisions of New York Sire
Stakes for 3-year-old colt trotters featuring:
Race 4 - Bill’s Man (Recent winner in 1:53 2/5)
Race 6 - Lord Cromwell (Dexter Cup winner)
Race 9 - Enterprise & Swell Chap (Both undefeated)

Click for video analysis of the
Molson, Rooney and Betsy Ross.

Off And Pacing
ready to take off
By Derick Giwner
The Off And Pacing app for IOS and
Android has been available for download
for right around a month and founder
Ryan Clements reports that things are
going well.
“We are just north of 2,000 daily,” said
Clements about the number of active
users. “We are really excited to finally
try to grow the user numbers again once
regions is released.”
“Regions” is a new function of the
game being introduced on Thursday
(May 25). This will section off participants into one of three regions--United
States, Canada and Australia. What’s
interesting is that you can choose which
region you compete against and it is
not simply based on where you live. So
a person in New York can pick up their
stable and race in Australia if you like
the races being carded in that area, but
you can only move your base of operations once per season (26 days).
The only exception to the above is
stakes races. Regardless of which region
you join, you will be allowed to participate in all stakes.
Clements feels this release will allow
the game to grow dramatically.
“The schedule is currently overcrowded, so this will open up room for
new users,” said Clements, who will
be on hand at Friday’s Molson Pace
and plans to hit other big racing events
down the road. “Once we have room to
grow, we plan to get much more active in
promoting the game.”
Other updates coming to Off And
Pacing this week include:
> Range indicators on unraced horses
which are put in the auction. Now people
buying a horse that has never raced will
be able to have a broad idea of how good
the horse is before purchasing.
> Filters will be added to the breeding
section so it will be easier to see which
mares have been bred and more easily
manage your yearlings.
> Another nice addition in the breeding area will be the ability to see the
foals of each broodmare so you can
better evaluate how they produce in the
breeding shed.
Updates for the game will continue
regularly as Clements and his team
continue to tweak the game and make it
better.
One addition you can expect in the
near future is a friendship leaderboard.
You’ll be able to tag stables you want to
follow so you can see how your stable
stacks up against them on a leaderboard. Which of your friends has the
most power in the barn? This feature
will settle the score.

