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Concluding my fractional ownership experience
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
There are plenty of famous quotes popping
into my mind about the need to take risk
in order to reap the rewards—“Got to be in
it to win it” and “Nothing ventured, nothing gained” among those words of wisdom.
When it came to my fractional ownership
experience of Ohello Blue Chip with Anthony
MacDonald’s The Stable, the more apt term
would have been “buyer beware.”
Just over a year ago I took a shot, albeit a
tiny one, by purchasing a 1% share in the New
York sired 2-year-old pacing filly Ohello Blue
Chip. For an initial investment of $325 I was
once again an owner with a chance to dream
of having a small piece of a potential New
York Sire Stakes caliber filly.
Excitement built over a couple of months as
I waited for her initial qualifier and then first
start. While my expectations were always
tempered, MacDonald continually extolled
the virtues of Ohello Blue Chip, citing her
heart and raw ability.
To make a long story short, her four-race
season as a 2-year-old was filled only with
lowlights and more often than not I disagreed
with MacDonald on decision making. To his
credit, the trainer always listened to what I
had to say, though the final decision never
went my way.
After an even yet non-descript mile in 1:55
2/5 at Vernon Downs where she was eighth,
the decision was made to place her on the

sidelines in order to give her time to mature
and hopefully overcome a hitch in her gait. I
firmly disagreed and felt she should’ve been
given a start or two against cheaper (non
stakes) company at a lower level track versus
Non-winners of 1 race competition. I wanted
a better idea of her talent level and for her to
have a positive experience before the time on
the bench. Was I right? Would that had made
a difference? We’ll never know.
Ohello Blue Chip was to return to training in November of 2016 and start racing in
January. Spirits remained high during the
downtime with reports that she was training well and could live up to expectations.
She returned to qualify in mid February
with a lackluster 2:00 2/5 mile at Mohawk and
followed it up with a break in her 2017 debut
and subsequent qualifier.
The decision was made to have a new
trainer take a look and top Canadian Richard Moreau was called upon. According to
MacDonald, Moreau was also at a loss as
to why the filly wouldn’t perform up to her
potential. Thankfully during that short time
with Moreau, driver Sylvain Filion was able
to keep her pacing to win a qualifier over an
off track in 2:02 3/5 on April 7, but the writing
was on the wall.
Having exhausted all avenues, MacDonald
conceded that it was probably best to sell her
and move on. She was listed in the Blooded
Horse Spring Mixed Sale and sold for $5,400
on May 8 to Tom Marts, Jr. All totaled after
expenses, it was about a $500 loss on my end
for 1%.
Ultimately I participated for the experience
so the loss was just collateral damage in the
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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nice filly, good gaited, mouth
“ Very
and mind. She makes her mark in

“

hand. She is very special.

– Trainer Bruce Saunders

are quite pleased with our colt
“ We
by A Rocknroll Dance. He is athletic,
mature and has a great attitude.

“

CUTS LIKE A KNIFE

His progress to date has been with
our best two-year-old colt.

– Trainer Tim/Karl Pinske
Multiple mare discounts available.
PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
email: diamondcreek2@gmail.com

www.DiamondCreekFarm.com

Rocknroll Hanover – Wichita Hanover
2017 FEE: $5,000

Giwner: An unfortunate adventure in fractional ownership
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venture. Personally I learned a lot. While
others may be happy in the background, I
never felt comfortable not being able to make
the decisions when I felt strongly. Unless
I’m using the Jimmy Takters of the world
to train, I feel my years of experience as an
owner, driver and handicapper have left me
with enough knowledge that they should
carry more weight. Maybe if I owned 50% of
the filly they would have, maybe not. Right
or wrong, those are some of the thoughts in
my head as the book closes on Ohello Blue
Chip.
While I was often frustrated during the
experience and there were many times when
I felt communication from MacDonald could
have been better, I do believe that he did all
he could to turn Ohello Blue Chip into a racehorse. I also believe he has a passion for The
Stable and the sport that shines through.
And that’s that. My 13 month venture into
fractional ownership is over. I’d like to say it
was a fun ride but after the initial high, the
rollercoaster never made it back up the hill
to provide a second thrill. Hopefully most of
the other owners involved in The Stable had
a better experience, won some races and will
continue to invest in the sport. For now, I’ll
stick with just writing and handicapping.
Goodbye Blue Chip.

Ohello Blue Chip was sold for $5,400 in the Blooded Horse Spring Mixed Sale.

Derick Giwner

All gamblers owe a debt of gratitude to the late Jack Cohen
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Many people at racetracks today throughout North America know little of what Jack
Cohen, the founder of Sports Eye, did for them.
His impact on horse racing and for that matter
gambling on football is hardly even a footnote
in today’s world.
Cohen was a rebel, a renegade and a revolutionary, but mostly an innovator in the
gambling world. What Jack Cohen, who passed
away on Friday, had that many of his peers
lacked was an appreciation for the gambler.
It was that appreciation that led Jack Cohen
to produce a new level of past performances
that forced and eventually changed what the
product would look like in the 45 odd years
since its inception.
That gamblers routinely played the races
with misinformation was an affront to Jack
Cohen. That he fought so hard to provide
something better, more complete, is something unknown to most players.
What was so impressive about Mr. Cohen to
me was his ability to get around obstacles in
his way. At the forefront of his effort to put out
past performances in Sports Eye, his publication that had only given entries, results and
selections, was an obstacle called the track
program. The program printed for the tracks
at Roosevelt and Yonkers was a product of
Doc Robbins. That product was a monopoly
of sorts and Mr. Cohen had to figure out how
to get access to information in advance of race
day in order to provide “his version” of past
performances in a timely fashion. Ultimately
what he did was pay off Robbins’ employees
to provide him a minimal amount of information that would allow for his staff to connectthe-dots and provide a competitive product.
At the core of Sports Eye’s advance in past
performances was Mr. Cohen’s belief that
increased and accurate information was
something the public wanted and would pay
for. That his past performances were the first
to provide margins at every point of call that
allowed players to properly decipher fractional times says much about Mr. Cohen and
very little about those who tried to thwart
his advance in this industry. While the track
was providing the basics, Mr. Cohen was fill-

ing in as many blanks as possible, eventually
providing written commentary for each horse
and including a snippet of them in each past
performance line.
Mr. Cohen won’t be given any credit by the
National Football League for his assistance
in bringing “gambling related” information
to the public via his College & Pro Football
Newsweekly publication. Here was a man light
years ahead of his time and fully aware that
there was a large and extraordinarily underinformed wagering public that bet on football,
both legally and illegally. Mr. Cohen provided
past performances for Football with betting
lines included so that players would know
which teams covered the spread and those
that didn’t.
Perhaps to the surprise of those of a younger
generation, at the time (the early 80’s) the NFL
was not particularly happy with Mr. Cohen’s
publication or the very thought that there was
gambling being promoted by it. Their collective
view of CPFN was that they did not want to be
associated with it. As such the publication was
denied access to information by the NFL.
Mr. Cohen, of course, as he had proven with
racing, was not exactly deterred by the NFL’s
snub and found many ways to “work around”
the problem, hiring freelance writers that
were permitted access to the NFL who in turn
provided the publication with the necessary
information.
It’s kind of hard to believe that Mr. Cohen
was tapped in to the same public that the NFL
was reaching and that it took the NFL nearly
40 years to figure out that gamblers were their
market.
Some have suggested that the NFL is still
not a fan of gambling, yet it’s hard to reach
that same conclusion when you consider
teams are fined for failing to issue proper
“Injury Reports” in advance of the current
week’s game. Nothing says past performances
more clearly than an Injury Report.
On a more personal note, I worked for Jack
Cohen for 27 years, starting as an editorial
assistant and eventually landing in the lead
chair as Editor-In-Chief.
During that time conflicts did arise and
most of them had something to do with myself
and the late Hall of Fame journalist Clyde
Hirt. On the outside to readers of the publication there were simply two writers with differing opinions on specific subjects. Internally
there was always a greater war going on, as
Mr. Hirt would always make his opinion felt
that my column was causing the paper undue

Jack Cohen started Sports Eye in 1964.
harm. To Mr. Cohen’s credit, while he would
tell me of Mr. Hirt’s complaints, he never once
suggested that I change my opinion, or for that
matter my tone going forward.
Ultimately neither myself or Mr. Hirt were
as important as the publication itself and Mr.
Cohen knew what mattered and did his best to
placate two people with far differing views.
I would be remiss if I failed to mention that
along the way Mr. Cohen did provide gambling
services to those willing to pay for horses
ready to win or predicted results of sporting
events. He was unique in understanding what
gamblers wanted and was able to satisfy their
collective thirst either with paid-for selections
or more detailed past performances. Mr. Cohen
provided information for all types of players.
In closing, it is fair to say that Mr. Cohen’s
energy and enthusiasm for betting helped
open a huge number of doors for gamblers. He
wasn’t singularly responsible for enlightening the NFL, but eventually they embraced
gambling. He pushed racing information in a
direction that allowed gamblers to fill in the
missing pieces.
Yet to me what Jack Cohen represents is a
person undaunted by huge monopolies. Most
times during his business career Mr. Cohen
battled against the odds and those with more
political clout and finances, and prevailed.
Monopolies have a way of stifling innovation.
Mr. Cohen’s victories were good for business
and even better for gamblers.
Rest In Peace.
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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ROLL A SEVEN
Top 2-year-old pacing colt
Huntsville has won six straight
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to wrap up divisional honors
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Trust is a must or your handicapping game is a bust
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7

As most of you know, I have been around
racing in one aspect or another for my entire
life. Before I owned a horse, or worked in the
industry, I was a bettor. Regardless of where
my professional life takes me, I will always
be a bettor.
You can imagine my surprise when I
discovered that I have been betting incorrectly for nearly my entire life. How can I say
that with confidence? The numbers don’t lie.
I have always considered myself to be an
above-average to good handicapper. It is
a craft that requires confidence. So in 2016
when I saw that I had lost $4,165 on $42,138
in handle (offset by $1,365 in rebates), for a
net loss of $2,700 or 6.4%, I thought that was
pretty good. After all, the “average” bettor
churns their money at a 75% clip, so to churn
at 93.6%, I thought, was good.
But right around the New Year, a bettor on
Twitter known only by the identity “Inside
The Pylons” pointed out what he perceived to
be mistakes on a pick four ticket that I played.
The mistakes were centered on wasteful
spending. In other words, without realizing,
I had all four favorites connecting within
the sequence, a couple of which, I didn’t even
like that much. If all those favorites won, it
would likely have resulted in my ticket losing
money. Sure, some will say that getting any
return is better than no return at all. But not
when you factor in the point that the money
I used to play the chalks connecting could
have been used on another bet that offered
far more value, not limited to, but including
doubling up on my strongest opinions.
Since applying many suggestions by this
bettor on Twitter, not only am I winning
money this year overall, but my handle has
skyrocketed, because I am churning at a
higher rate. So far I have wagered $32,346
with a return of $47,893 for a net win of $15,447
or a 47.1% profit (not including rebates paid,
which sends my profit above 50%).
What am I doing differently? It’s actually
pretty simple. I am no longer afraid to lose.
I will use this past weekend as an example.
Like many, I was wagering on the stakeslatent cards at Churchill Downs Friday and
Saturday. I identified Friday to be the card
that offered more value based on my opinions
and thus wagered accordingly. My betting
for the day was built around the following
horses:
Race 2: Northwest Bourbon (13-1)
Race 4: Twirl Girl (5-1) / She’s A True Beauty (6-1)
Race 6: Bird Song (6-1)
Race 11: Lockdown (36-1)
Given that these horses were my “strongest

opinions” of the day, if they ran well, I had to
make money on each horse.
After identifying what I believed to be
vulnerable favorites in the first six races,
I played horizontal exotics featuring the
horses I liked the most in that sequence. I
was spending a large amount of my bankroll
early, which is something I never would have
done last year, out of fear of not having any
money for later. But, if I only really liked
one horse in the second half of the card, why
would I save my money for that?
Therefore in the horizontal exotics, I
cashed the following bets:
Race 2: $5 Daily Double for a net profit of $420.50
Race 3: $2 Pick 3 for a net profit of $682.00
$5 Daily Double for a net profit of $275.50
Race 4: $10 Daily Double for a net profit of $250.00
$2 Pick 3 for a net profit of $1,100.40
Race 6: $5 Daily Double for a net profit of $310.20
$2 Pick 3 for a net profit of $1,257.80
Total Horizontal Exotics Profit: $4,296.40
I also played Win Bets and vertical exotics
in the races I had strong opinions.
Race 2: $50 Win Bet – profit: $685.00
$5 Exacta – profit: $362.00
$2 Trifecta – profit: $1,602.60
Race 4: $5 Exacta – profit: $168.50
$2 Trifecta – profit: $628.60
Race 6: $20 Win Bet – profit: $132.00
$2 Trifecta – profit: $955.80
Total In-race Profit: $4,533.90
By the end of the 6th race, I was up over
$8,800!
What was I doing? A combination of the
following:
1) I was investing more money in my strongest opinions.
2) I was not worried about the favorite (who
I didn’t like) beating me for 3rd in a trifecta.
3) I was using the money that I saved by not
using favorites who I identified as vulnerable
and reinvesting that money into the horses
that I liked the most in the form of win bets
and exactas (something I have never done
before this year).
4) I was not tying up sizeable portions of
my bankroll in pick 4 or pick 5 tickets which
included races that I honestly didn’t have a
good opinion.
I did give some of this back in the next
few races, but not much, because my bets
reflected the opinion I had and I did not have
a strong opinion in races 7, 8, 9 or 10, so I did
not invest much into those races, thankfully.
Now onto race 11, the Kentucky Oaks. I
identified both favorites as vulnerable for
similar reasons and also identified Lockdown as a potential bomb that could get into
the exotics and if complete craziness took
place, could actually win. She was 36-1.
So, I made a good-sized win bet, because I
cannot let her win at that price and not cash
a ticket.
I keyed her up and down in exactas with
several horses (neither favorite).

Then, I played a trifecta key box centered
on her, using several horses in the other spots
(again, neither favorite included). It was an
expensive ticket, but I wanted to be rewarded
if Lockdown ran 2nd or 3rd.
While the result wasn’t the best case
scenario, it was still good. Both favorites
dueled each other into submission, while
Lockdown rallied and finished 3rd behind
two horses I used in the trifecta key box,
resulting in a payout of $2,863.80.
The point here is that many of these tickets, I would not have cashed at this time
last year, especially the trifecta key box on
Lockdown. I probably would have keyed
her first and second only because I would
have used the favorites third. I was ignoring exacta plays, not betting enough to win
on my strongest opinions and was wasting
money including favorites in trifectas, pick
3’s and pick 4’s that I really didn’t care for
all because I was “afraid of letting the favorite (one that I didn’t like) beat me.” I didn’t
realize that in doing so I was betting against
my own opinion.
As bettors we should trust our opinions
and we should invest more depending on
the level of opinion we have on a particular
horse combined with the value that horse is
offering. If we feel favorites in that same race
are vulnerable, that is an added incentive to
reinvest.
For example, barring special circumstances (like singling a very big price), I
will not use the “All” button in a multi-race
sequence. If I feel a race is that wide open
that seemingly any horse can win, why
would I include the favorite? Where is the
value in that?
Granted, things don’t always work out
the way they did for me on Kentucky Oaks
Day. Of course, your opinion has to be good
in order to cash tickets at that rate. But the
point is this: Here was a day that I was right
more than I was wrong, and on my strong
opinions, I was nearly flawless. On days like
that, you have to clean-up. Last year, the way
I was betting, I probably would have walked
away with $1,500 or so, because I would have
invested too much in worrying about being
right on top and a favorite beating me on the
bottom. Will that happen? Sure. But how
many times does a defensively-used favorite
have to connect in order to accumulate the
bankroll I listed above?
Am I perfect? Certainly not. I am always
checking my bets, looking for inefficiencies.
You would be shocked over the course of a
day, how much money I save in eliminating
low-value wagers.
The point is very simple. Bet with confidence. Trust your opinion. When it is a very
strong opinion and the value is there, go
for it. If you don’t like a favorite, don’t feel
compelled to use him or her just because he
is the favorite. It is far better to walk away
saying “the favorite beat me” than “I can’t
believe I didn’t use that horse 3rd at 24-1.” I
have discovered that this game is beatable,
you just have to avoid wasteful spending.

Dr J Hanover looks to get on track in
Sunday’s Confederation Cup Eliminations

Bob Marks is right - we need more
information

By Jay Bergman
It’s been a slow start to the season for Dr
J Hanover, but the 4-year-old gelding hopes
to find the winner’s circle for the first time
in one of two $20,000 eliminations for the
Confederation Cup at Flamboro Downs on
Sunday.
The “Cup” is an exclusive for 4-year-olds
that drew a dozen entries on Wednesday
forcing the eliminations and two fields. Dr
J Hanover landed post one in the first of the
two divisions and is set to go postward with
Scott Zeron in the bike.
Trainer Tony Alagna energized this wellbred son of Somebeachsomewhere as a sophomore on the half-mile track at Yonkers and
now hopes the small track at Flamboro will
be welcome.
“He really developed into a racehorse last
year at Yonkers,” Alagna said. “He’s great
leaving the gate.”
Last year Dr J Hanover won seven of his
15 starts. He finished third behind Betting
Line in the Little Brown Jug and third
behind Racing Hill in the Messenger Stakes
at Yonkers, solidifying his trainer’s belief in
his small track prowess.
“I think without Betting Line, without
Racing Hill, without Control The Moment he
can go with any of these,” said Alagna.
The test on Sunday will be a formidable
one, with Dr J Hanover’s early speed obviously an edge from the pole position. In his
division (race 5), Graduate winner Check
Six is likely the horse to beat with Yannick
Gingras in the bike. Check Six starts from
post five fresh off of his 1:49 3/5 mile at The
Meadowlands last Saturday night. The Ron
Burke-trained horse earned more than seven
figures during his 3-year-old campaign with
11 victories to his credit in 2016.
Western Fame (post 6) came out strongly
this season for trainer Jimmy Takter. The
son of Western Ideal beat Check Six in a 1:51
mile prepping for the Graduate then was
distant second behind Sintra in his Graduate
division at The Meadowlands. Mark Macdonald returns to his homeland for the drive
behind Western Fame from post six.
Dr J Hanover has gone winless in seven
tries this year but Alagna believes the last
couple of weeks have been better efforts.
“He had a couple of tough draws in the
Levy Series,” Alagna said. “His last start at
Yonkers (April 29) he got shuffled a bit and
finished well. Last week on the mile track he
got stretched out a little and I think he needed
that. I trained him this morning (Wednesday) and he was very good.”
While Dr J Hanover is looking to end his
losing streak, Sintra is looking to continue
his winning form in the second $20,000 elimination for the Confederation Cup. The altered
son of Mach Three followed up a sparkling
seasonal debut at Mohawk on April 29 with
an even more impressive career best 1:49 1/5

comments from
our readers

Nikki Sherman

Dr J Hanover is listed at 5/1 on the morning line in Sunday’s 5th race at Flamboro.

victory at The Meadowlands last Saturday.
Using the Graduate as an occasion to show
off his impressive credentials, Sintra paced
a sub 53-second final half winning by six
lengths.
Sintra landed post six with Jody Jamieson returning to the bike for trainer Dave
Menary. The Ontario-bred did a lot of chasing Betting Line as a sophomore without
catching him, but with last year’s sophomore
champ off to a new career as a stallion in 2017,
Sintra appears a genuine star in the making.
Negotiating the half-mile track is unlikely
to stifle Sintra, who last year captured an
Ontario Sire Stakes Gold event over the
4-turn Western Fair oval in 1:52 4/5.
Sintra figures to be an overwhelming
choice in his division (race 8) but trainer Ron
Burke’s Roll Away Joe may put up at least
some resistance. The trainer suggested a
week ago that his 4-year-old was “legit” after
a 1:50 2/5 victory at The Meadowlands. The
son of Roll With Joe fell short to Sintra in the
Graduate but could rebound from post two on
Sunday. Yannick Gingras again drives Roll
Away Joe.
Seeley Man, a dominant force in Maine
over the last two years winning all of his
24 starts, makes his Ontario debut in the
Confederation Cup trials. Though his
winning streak was snapped in his Pennsylvania debut at Pocono on April 29, the career
half-mile track performer set some blistering
fractions in a two-move effort getting caught
late in a 1:50 3/5 mile.
Seeley Man landed post four.
Flamboro Downs offers a 10-race program
on Sunday first post 6:00 p.m.

If harness racing needs a model on how
to be more transparent to the player, they
need to look no further then our friends
in Australia harness racing. Here is the
link to the daily stewards reports for the
harness tracks in Australia.
Click on any of the “meeting dates” in
that link and you’ll see what transparency in harness racing should look like
here in the U.S.
Some quick observations of these
reports.
They require trainers to “apply” with
stewards to change race tactics prior
to the race and then make the betting
public aware of such changes in tactics,
if not they are fined.
They do random pre-race blood testing
of at least one horse in every race as well
as some sort of random post race testing.
If a driver races a horse in a questionable manner stewards interview him
after the race, note his remarks and
either agree it was appropriate, give him
a warning, or fine/suspension.
If a horse runs unusually poorly he is
checked out by the vet and it is noted if
there was or wasn’t an ailment. Trainers
are questioned and comments are noted.
If a horse breaks stride during the
race the trainer is questioned on why,
his remarks are recorded, and it appears
the horse is automatically given an
outside gate in his next start (although
there may be 1 stewards warning before
this happens).
Trainers with multiple horses in a
race are questioned about their tactics
and that information is made public.
If they can do this there, why can we
do it here? These are simple changes that
could and should be implemented.

--trackingwinners

On Wall Street insider trading gets you
jail time; The harness racing judges at
most tracks couldn’t care less about the
harness player. How is Rene Allard still
training? Would the spineless judges at
Yonkers ever talk to Pat Lachance like
Jeff Gural did. The biggest joke is all the
slot revenue going into the purses.

--Marc Strominger

I used to read Sports Eye cover to
cover every Saturday, and then play the
races at Roosevelt or the Meadowlands.
Everything about the paper was intriguing: the format, the handicapping, the
articles, even the ads. whether or not a
reader was getting inside information,
it felt that way. Kudos to Jack Cohen for
making a positive difference that made
for the glory days of the sport.

--chembites

Harness Racing returns to Hawthorne for spring/summer meet
By Neil Milbert
Chicago harness racing will emerge from
its deep sleep after more than five months
of hibernation on Thursday night when
Hawthorne Race Course will begin a 50-night
meeting that will continue through Sept. 24.
Not since the late 1940s has the Chicago
metropolitan area had so few harness racing
programs.
Starting in the late 1960s and continuing
through 2015, harness racing was a sport
for all seasons in the Windy City and most of
those years there was racing for 12 months.
In 1995 there was an Illinois record total of
516 programs at Hawthorne, Maywood Park,
Balmoral Park and Sportsman’s Park.
That was then. Now, Maywood, Balmoral
and Sportsman’s have joined Washington
Park and Aurora Downs in the Chicago
harness racing history books, leaving the
latecomer Hawthorne as the only standardbred game in town.
Hawthorne’s thoroughbred history dates
back to 1891 but it didn’t introduce harness
racing until 1970. Since that time there have
been years when the standardbred meeting
was put in mothballs, but after the bankrupt
sister tracks—Maywood and Balmoral—
were forced out of business, the sulkies
returned last year for the first time since
2008 for a month-long winter meeting that
began in early January and a May 11-Sept. 24
summer meeting.
This year the winter meeting was abandoned—enabling the thoroughbreds to train
on the track in preparation for their spring
meeting—so it remains to be seen if the new
race secretary, Robin Schadt, will have problems luring trainers back to enter horses for
the Thursday through Sunday programs.
Both Schadt, who has replaced Pete Hanley
as race secretary, and Illinois Harness Horsemen’s Association President Marty Engel,
have high hopes.
“We’re very optimistic about this meet,”
Engel said. “We assume we will fill four
nights a week. The purses are going to be
high enough so we will be able to attract some
of the better horses from Hoosier Park and
other surrounding tracks.
“Robin has done a super job in writing

on-track and at the off-track betting outlets.
As live handle steadily dipped, recapture
quickly evolved into the equivalent of a
welfare program for the tracks subsidized by
the horsemen’s purse accounts.
“Recapture will kick in but because of the
fact that the thoroughbreds are also racing
at Hawthorne in the spring and fall we share
the expense with them,” Engel said. “Our
share is about $2.5 million.
“The Carey family (which has owned
Hawthorne since 1909) has been generous in
allowing us to defer some of the recapture
to guarantee purses. There is a formula. It
could end up being 20% of what we owe.”
Balmoral annually lured some of the best
horses in North America for the 10 lucrative and prestigious American-National
races for pacers and trotters that it inherited
from Sportsman’s and Maywood’s Windy
City Pace and Galt Trot also brought in high
profile standardbreds, but at Hawthorne
races of that magnitude while be conspicuous
by their absence again this year.
There are no open company races on the
Hawthorne stakes schedule, which puts all
of its golden eggs in the Illinois-bred basket.
The main event on the calendar is the Night
of Champions on Sept. 23 highlighted by 11
series final races for state-bred pacers and
trotters. Total purse money for the 11 races
is expected to be comparable to last year’s
$850,000 and four of the races are predicted
to have purses ranging from $105,000 to
$125,000.
The stakes program has a point system
and the horses with the most points in earlier
legs of the series will advance to the Night of
Champions finals and the eight consolation
races the next night that will be the highlight
of the final program of the meeting.
Defending champion trainer Nelson Willis
will be back as will Casey Leonard, the
2016 champion driver, and Engel believes
that some other former standouts on the
Chicago circuit who moved to Indiana and
Ohio during the off-season will be making
frequent appearances.
Heading the list of newcomers is one of the
top trainers at the Cal Expo meeting, Lino
Pacheco, who Schadt persuaded to follow her
to Hawthorne.

overnight races and a claiming series for
several levels. She knows Illinois-breds and
she has gone to great lengths to analyze what
we need. She is trying to write races so everyone has an opportunity to race and get purse
money.”
Schadt knows the standardbred business
inside out. She has just completed her third
year as director of racing at Cal Expo and
she worked as an assistant to former United
States Trotting Association President Phil
Langley in the late 1980s and early 1990s
when he was the director of racing at Sportsman’s. She also had a stint in the Hawthorne
racing office under Bob Larry in the early
1990s.
Then, for 13 years, Schadt was the trainer
for Odds on Racing, managing a state-ofthe-art training facility for 100 horses near
Balmoral. In addition, she headed the breeding arm of the operation.
“I have a pretty good feel for the entire
industry in Illinois, and I believe it’s going to
be a healthy meet,” Schadt said.
“I project overnight purses of $65,000 a day
and we’ll have a stakes program estimated
at $3 million. I look forward to having 1,000
horses (racing) during the meet. Most people
will be shipping in as opposed to stabling on
the grounds.
“Our condition book will have more allowance races for Illinois-bred horses and more
overnights for 2-year-olds. We’re not going to
try to get 10 horses in those overnight races
for 2-year-olds; we will consider eight horses
a full field. It will help the young horses. We
need to find a way to protect those horses and
increase their value so they stick around and
race in the future. We need that foundation of
Illinois-breds.”
Not having to pay purses over the course of
a winter meeting means there will be more
money available for the summer meeting, but
the unique purse recapture provision in the
1995 Illinois law that permits full-card simulcasting from other states continues to have a
huge negative impact. Recapture is triggered
when the total live Illinois handle in a calendar year is less than 75% of the total handle
in 1994, the last year before the advent of the
out-of-state simulcasts. It allows the tracks to
reclaim 2% of the live handle that is lost at

Reach the Harness community by advertising in

Weekend

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2016

DRF HARNESS HOME

DRF BETS

Featured Tracks

Weekend
ER 28,
FRIDAY, OCTOB

2016

DRF BETS

SS HOME
DRF HARNE

Featured Tracks
(FRI)
Meadowlands
Mohawk (FRI)

(SAT)
Meadowlands

Analysis PPs
Analysis PPs
Analysis PPs

SS EYE
DIGITAL HARNE

HARNESS PPS

ENTRIES

SS LIVE
DRF HARNE

ON
CROWN EDITI
BREEDERS
EXPANDED

rick-driven
lner
it for Tim Tet
Sky is the lim starters Huntsville, Wa
wn
Breeders Cro
By Derick Giwne

r

was on
Tim Tetrick
to 2013 driver
Horses under
Analysis PPs
From 2007
ss Racing world.million during
Mohawk (SAT)
$120
top of the Harne
ca in earnl earned over
Analysis PPs
his contro he led North Ameri
been
as
Yonkers (SAT)
Tetrick has two
that span
season. While
Analysis PPs
the last
ings in each top of the heap for
r-old has
the
Yonkers (SUN)
at
d
35-yea
the
s,
replace
k Gingra
Huntsville
PPS
Analysis
years by Yannicower in the form of
FREE
Get
back to the
renewed horsep could vault him
r that
and Walne
Gingras
line.
183 behind
Top Stories
front of the
$1,074,
Tetrick
sitting
Although
oard in 2016,
gs leaderb
0 Breeders
on the earnin n to win the $600,00 trot and
Walner brings
Jay Bergman:
READ MORE
will be odds-o for colts on both the
first Crown
ay night.
memories of
on Saturd
Crown events
2-year-old
Meadowlands
to win a
Derick Giwner
pace at The he has the co-fastest
17 chances
with
ille
Burke with
as they tied
a 1:49 mark
In Huntsv
Final READ MORE
e, sharing
Huntsville
finalist
with a
Breeders Crown
pacer of all-tim and fellow Crown Walner Tim Tetrick guided2-year-old pacers
d
e,
for
(2011)
has you covere
Sweet Lou aside. Not to be outdon history, a world record Red Mile.
in
HARNESS LIVE! real-time analysis
colt
ythese
g
win at the
Downb
&
rookie trottin at the Red Mile 1:49
starts and
with live video Crown READ MORE
3/5
8 wins in 10
is the fastest
rs
herous to
timer in 1:51
The duo came
the
ntreac
g
gs.
for the Breede
Captai
stoppin
$2
in earnin
r.
potential
n with over
$1 million
Wiggle It Jiggleit
in early Octobetop 2-year-old with the
enal. nearly 3 to dominate the divisio -0 record.
Always B Miki,
Page 5
at
is phenom
have one
16-13-2
a
year
back
To
Final,
ng
and
being
Crown
to drive
the followi
in earnings
meet in epic
way to go before ntto dominate have the opportunity etonian million
Made
Captai
may have a
gly
Huntsville
sations with the right
: Trixton/Taylor Page 6
To seemin
e for the HamblAmerica
Darin Zoccali
r,
book favorit
ned in conver
, he’s on
the North
the winter
game-change
come mentiorous, but for Tetrick
events like
deal could be
reache
and top pacing wlands Pace is a dream
turn the
on how Huntsach looks to
Cup and Meado
said Tetrick
. “You
Blue path.
8
Darlinonthebe
and Heston
“He’s close,” to Captaintreacherous everyCountry, Page
true.
can Jewel
Pure
filly
on
top
res
Ameri
won
the
tables
e he
ville compa
“I did have Tetrick, recalling
‘Super’
Captain becaus it yet in his early
were both
said
in store for
done
can’t knock
Chip at 2,”
tively. “They
good at
Big Crown night page 9
horse hasn’t
colt, respec
pacer and
Big M,
up being really so far.” thing. This
ON PAGE 3
and ended
Brett at the
had
CONTINUED
is
really good
two that I’ve g chamare my top
Entries & Analys 12
3, but these no stranger to drivin guided
10,
Breeders Crown
Zoccali, Pages
. In 2012 he
Tetrick is
by Giwner and
old colt pacers
pion 2-yearselections,

rs Crown
Insider Breede
Pages 13, 14

5

Meadowlands (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Meadowlands (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SUN)

Analysis PPs

Get
Analysis
FREE
PPS

HARNESS PPS

DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

ENTRIES

DRF HARNESS LIVE

EXPANDED BREEDERS CROWN EDITION

Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE

HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5
Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Saturday, May 13
The Meadows
$37,163 PASS - 3YO Filly Trot - Race 1
1
Sparkle Plenty
2
The Erm
3
Dangle Then Deke
4
Crann Tara
5
Hannah’s Charm
6
Aight Hanover
7
Onda Su
$37,563 PASS - 3YO Filly Trot - Race 4
1
Hot Mess Hanover
2
Sheez On A Cruze
3
Sianna Hanover
4
Caviart Wonder
5
Kannections Honey
6
Voxy
7
Broadway Concert
8
Treviso
$37,563 PASS - 3YO Filly Trot - Race 9
1
Broadway Idole
2
Vodka N Lindy
3
Decadence
4
Temple Ruins
5
Lexi Marie
6
Leet Hanover
7
Cool Cates
8
Princess Aurora
$37,563 PASS - 3YO Filly Trot - Race 10
1
Ellerie Hanover
2
Thats All Moni
3
Miss Da Line
4
Donato Fashion
5
Fine Tuned Lady
6
Havanna Bar
7
Future Secured
8
Yooper

Mohawk
$25,000 SBOA 3YO Filly Trot Elim. - Race 1
1
Tymal Reign
2
Expose Yourself
3
Ladydabra
4
Holiday Promise
5
Royal Witch
6
Holiday Style
7
Magic Presto
8
Sweet Of My Heart

$25,000 SBOA 3YO Filly Trot Elim. - Race 2
1
Gravitator
2
Perfect Mass
3
Winter Sweet Frost
4
Paradise Image
5
Anikadabra
6
Mrstery Bear
7
Mass Psychology
8
Stuck In My Spanks
$25,000 SBOA 3YO Filly Pace Elim. - Race 3
1
Gottalovemyshadow
2
Stonebridge Sundae
3
Future Headlines
4
Dancing Shadows K
5
Stellenbosch
6
Windy Sport
7
P L Karis
8
Soiree Seelster
9
Odysseus
$25,000 SBOA 3YO Filly Pace Elim. - Race 6
1
Bigwalls
2
Fade
3
Blameitonthenight
4
Check Mach
5
Talbot Chanel
6
Dunesalady
7
Manhattan Play
8
Maching Me Zilly
9
Action Majesty

Trainer Nancy Johansson reports that
despite stopping badly in the $100,000 Chip
Noble Memorial at Miami Valley on Monday,
top 4-year-old pacer Darlinonthebeach is just
fine. Apparently the mare simply chocked
down behind the gate. A decision has yet to
be made on her next start.
Out of the same race, Pure Country was
scratched sick. According to trainer Jimmy
Takter, she simply had a slight temperature
and it didn’t make sense to ship her to Ohio
from New Jersey in case it lingered.
Trainer Linda Toscano had the following
to say about the track at The Meadowlands
after Walner’s qualifying win:
“The track wasn’t great. It was picking
up pretty good and they were trying to get it
faster. It was kind of a dead track as evidenced
by the rest of the miles. I think it is only starting to get faster now.”
While those comments have more to do
with the moisture from recent rain in the
area, she wasn’t the first horse person to
express concern to us about the track during
the morning sessions.

Sunday, May 14
Flamboro
$20,000 Confederation Cup Elimination - Race 5
1
Dr J Hanover
2
Magnum J
3
Mr Wiggle Pants
4
Daylight Rush
5
Check Six
6
Western Fame
$20,000 Confederation Cup Elimination - Race 8
1
Stonebridge Beach
2
Roll Away Joe
3
Easy Lover Hanover
4
Seeley Man
5
First Car
6
Sintra

Derick Giwner

Trainers Linda Toscano & Ray Schnittker
were checking out Toscano’s Walner at
The Meadowlands before qualifiers.

Trainers Brian Brown and Ray Schnittker were both on Post Time with Mike and
Mike discussing their top 3-year-old pacers.
Brown said that Downbytheseaside would
train Friday (5/12) and Tuesday (5/16) with
the possibility that he’ll enter the Art Rooney
eliminations at Yonkers Raceway on May 20.
Schnittker said that Huntsville came out
of his PA Sire Stakes win in fine order and
would prepare for another PASS race on
Sunday (5/21) at Pocono. “That was a really
good performance. He was even better than I
thought he would be,” said Schnittker on the
PASS win at The Meadows.

