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The rise to prominence of Buzzy Sholty
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Should a trainer have to justify success?
I’ve never been a very big statistics guy. I let
others chew the numbers. Most of my handicapping has come from visuals. As an original
Sports Eye chart-caller, it was imperative to
watch each race closely. Close enough to get
the margins between every horse at every call,
except the finish where a camera did the work.
Keeping close tabs on horses throughout a
mile was more valuable to me than driver,
trainer or for that matter horse stats.
Success is measured in numbers, but sometimes you see things on the racetrack that defy
logic and explanation. During those times you
reach for the numbers and try to make logical
sense of an effort that appears to stray from
what normal past performances look like.
George “Buzzy” Sholty was called to task a
week ago and his removal from racing at The
Meadowlands was in fact made public by Jeff
Gural. Sholty, as was his right, prepared a rebuttal that appeared in HRU (Page 6) on Sunday.
As a trainer Sholty is responsible for his
horses and his explanation for the care and
conditioning of one Brickman makes sense
in every way. Sholty explained the horse had
trouble tying up, a common condition among
standardbreds these days. He explained how
the problem was handled and how the eventual performance of Brickman was a direct
result of his attention to detail.
Sholty’s explanation makes sense, but as in

almost all explanations you have to wonder
whether it is the complete story or just part of
one.
Here’s where the numbers step in and one
has to speculate how the effectiveness of
Sholty’s training in 2017 has catapulted him
from a conditioner who struggled to keep a
.222 Universal Training Average to his current
.337 number (see chart on page 3).
Though I know it’s just numbers, the struggle
for me is just how popular Sholty has become as
a location for new owners to drop good horses
in his lap. Other than being the son of the late
Hall of Fame trainer and driver, Buzzy wasn’t
exactly setting the world ablaze when sending
horses to the racetrack over the last five years.
A combined 29 winners in the years 2014-16
should have been enough for every owner to
look in another direction, but ironically they
have not only given Sholty horses, they have
given him some good ones as well.
With earnings of $194K through the first three
and a half months of racing in 2017, Sholty has
nearly eclipsed the entirety of the last two years
of purse money taken in for his entire stable.
There’s an easy explanation for this and it
includes the fact that his horses weren’t racing
for the kind of money they are today. A better
one is that his horses weren’t racing with the
efficiency they are today.
It’s hard to make singles hitters into homerun hitters no matter how we juice the baseball. Whether Buzzy Sholty was fortunate
enough to have quality horses in his stable or
horses with less ability, his talent as a conditioner should have yielded similar results.
After all, no one puts $10,000 claimers that are
ready to win in a $50,000 claimer.
While there is no law prohibiting owners
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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nice filly, good gaited, mouth
“ Very
and mind. She makes her mark in

“

hand. She is very special.

– Trainer Bruce Saunders

are quite pleased with our colt
“ We
by A Rocknroll Dance. He is athletic,
mature and has a great attitude.

“

CUTS LIKE A KNIFE

His progress to date has been with
our best two-year-old colt.

– Trainer Tim/Karl Pinske
Multiple mare discounts available.
PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
email: diamondcreek2@gmail.com

www.DiamondCreekFarm.com

Rocknroll Hanover – Wichita Hanover
2017 FEE: $5,000

Success will always place trainers in the public spotlight
CONTINUED from page 1

from seeking out any licensed trainer to
handle their horses, it becomes a little surprising when some horses appear to be moving
from one trainer that was no longer welcome
into the suddenly revived Buzzy Sholty stable.
There will always be ways to explain away
any sudden turnaround in a horses’ performance. Yet explanations tend to run hollow
when additional logic is added to the circumstance.
Taco Tuesday was a decent enough 3-yearold for trainer Frank Antonacci. He then
moved into Yonkers late last year with Tom
Milici as his new trainer and won his second
start at a mile and a quarter by nearly nine
lengths over a sloppy track.
Taco Tuesday moved into Sholty’s stable
after Milici was asked to stay out of the
Yonkers entry box for a short period of time.
Since that transition, the horse has blossomed into an Open Trotter with four wins
in eight tries including an awesome first-over
mile this past Saturday where he measured
off the classy pacesetter D W’s NY Yank in a
1:56 seasonal best performance.
It’s not uncommon for trotters to improve
with age and certainly Taco Tuesday may
have just been missing a bit of experience,
something he’s gained over the winter racing
and earning his way up the class ladder.
It’s even possible that Milici made all
the necessary changes that Taco Tuesday
needed and Sholty is simply riding the wave
of the former trainer’s impressive work.
Buzzy Sholty’s sudden success has

Career Statistics of George “Buzzy” Sholty
2017
2016
2015
2014
2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004
2003
2002
2001
1998
1994
1993
1992
1991
LTD Total

68
107
89
137
79
124
219
282
390
427
289
178
162
118
105
81
53
1
7
13
21
8
2,958

15
11
6
12
12
10
26
38
35
58
50
23
19
14
16
11
10
0
3
1
1
2
373

10
9
12
18
8
14
31
22
28
47
29
10
21
15
16
7
8
0
1
2
3
1
312

9
7
10
9
4
7
18
37
50
39
34
17
21
17
11
5
4
0
1
0
3
2
305

$ 221,531		
$ 114,937		
$ 83,979		
$ 136,662		
$ 125,200		
$ 138,170		
$ 549,400		
$ 457,666		
$ 461,184		
$ 1,085,450
$ 1,202,024
$ 267,865		
$ 376,043		
$ 221,834		
$ 152,092		
$ 56,875		
$ 77,807		
$ 0		
$ 11,012		
$ 8,572		
$ 9,057		
$ 10,316		
$ 5,767,676

0.346
0.171
0.180
0.182
0.225
0.162
0.225
0.222
0.172
0.227
0.268
0.192
0.233
0.237
0.272
0.204
0.298
0.000
0.556
0.162
0.175
0.403

(Statistics from USTA)
he’s finally found a system that works to
improve all of his horses, he deserves all the
rewards that come from hard work.
If not, there will be a new name on the
program with owners finding the necessary
licensee to continue to win.

certainly put him in the spotlight. Given the
attention he received at The Meadowlands
along with his willingness to exercise his
rights to defend himself, Sholty’s horses will
be looked at on a regular basis with a greater
amount of scrutiny. If after years of struggles
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville,
Walner
Multiple
placement
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
and top pacing events like the North America
Cup and Meadowlands Pace is a dream come
true.
“I did have American Jewel and Heston Blue
Chip at 2,” said Tetrick, recalling the top filly
pacer and colt, respectively. “They were both
really good and ended up being really good at
3, but these are my top two that I’ve had so far.”
Tetrick is no stranger to driving champion 2-year-old colt pacers. In 2012 he guided

discounts available

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
Huntsville may have a way to go before being
mentioned in conversations with Captaintreacherous, but for Tetrick, he’s on the right
path.
“He’s close,” said Tetrick on how Huntsville compares to Captaintreacherous. “You
can’t knock Captain because he won everything. This horse hasn’t done it yet in his early

For
more
information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
Darlinonthebeach looks
to turn
the
tables on Pure Country, Page 8
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Big Crown night in store for ‘Super’
Brett at the Big M, page 9

Breeders Crown Entries & Analysis
by Giwner and Zoccali, Pages 10, 12
Insider Breeders Crown selections,
Pages 13, 14
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Missile J is the one to beat in Saturday’s $529,000 Levy Final

Missile J finished in 26 seconds in his last start at Yonkers Raceway.

By Derick Giwner
While the morning line might have you
believe otherwise, the $529,000 George
Morton Levy Final for older pacers at
Yonkers Raceway on Saturday night goes
through Missile J.
A $115,000 Tattersalls January Mixed Sale
purchase by John Mcgill and Brian Carsey,
Missile J has already paid his way by earning $110,700 while winning seven of nine
starts this year for his new connections. On
Saturday the 4-year-old will start from post
three with a confident Tim Tetrick back in
the sulky.
“I think I have the best horse,” said Tetrick.
“There are five or six in there that have a
chance, but I drew a good spot and should
have plenty of options.”
In his first three starts in the Levy preliminaries, Missile J hasn’t exactly been in great
spots as the fields turned for home. Twice he
was sixth at the head of the stretch approximately four lengths off the leader, yet he was
able to uncork a powerful late brush to sweep
the field, something that typically proves to be
a difficult task on the Yonkers half-mile oval.

“It really is mindboggling where he’s
closed from to win,” said Tetrick.
Even while finishing just fifth last week,
Missile J charged home with a 26-second
final quarter to gain three lengths in the
final quarter from an impossible spot. It was
the expected trip from an outside post for a
horse that was already guaranteed a place in
Saturday’s rich final.
With three horses coming into the Final off
wins and half the eight-horse field sporting
multiple wins in the five-leg series, Tetrick
may have to come up with new tactics to keep
Missile J a bit closer to the pace this week.
“He can actually do whatever I want,” said
Tetrick about the gelding’s versatility. “I
think he is best at passing horses, but he is
capable of leaving and really is a push-button
horse. Ever since Scott (DiDomenico, trainer)
put a dog chain on him, I’ve been able to rate
him and do what I want.”
Series point-leader and 2-1 morning line
favorite Somewhere In L A seeks his third
straight win in the Levy starting from post
five with Jason Bartlett at the controls. Other
notables in the tenth race feature include
2016 champion Bit Of A Legend N (post six,

Mike Lizzi

Jordan Stratton) and Mcwicked, who drew
the coveted pole position for driver Matt
Kakaley.
While Tetrick’s horse scratched out of
the $310,600 Blue Chip Matchmaker Final,
he will be in action in consolations for both
stakes. In race seven he’ll steer Krispy Apple
and race nine sees him behind Mach It So.
Krispy Apple has been stopping badly on
the lead in recent weeks and might be in line
for a different trip this time around. “They
thought she would be better last week,” said
Tetrick, who agreed that off-the-pace tactics
might be a good change for her. “We all know
what she can do when she is right.”
Mach It So never finished less than 1-1/2
lengths off the winner in any of the five Levy
preliminaries but couldn’t find his way into
the winner’s circle. “He just hasn’t been on
his game. Maybe it is because he is a year
older,” said Tetrick, who hasn’t lost confidence in the $1.7 million career winner. “We
have the rail and he can use his early speed
from there. I expect him to come back to his
old form.”
The Saturday action kicks off at Yonkers at
7:10 p.m. for a 12-race card.

Saturday, November 19, 2016

SATURDAY

DRF HARNESS EYE

Page 5

Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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‘EYE’ on the Meadowlands
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.

Saturday, November 19, 2016
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$8.00

tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.

YONKERS

POST TIME 7:10 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 6
PPS PAGE 19

FREEHOLD

POST TIME 12:30 PM
PAGE 30

NORTHFIELD

POST TIME 6:00 PM
PAGE 41

POCONO

POST TIME 6:30 PM
PAGE 56

WOODBINE

POST TIME 7:30 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 2
PPS PAGE 69

SATURDAY

CAL EXPO

POST TIME 9:10 PM
PAGE 81

FEATURED
TRACKS
MEADOWLANDS
NIKKI SHERMAN

$100
SIGN-UP BONUS

$100
OF FREE BETS

DRF.COM/FREEBETH

HUNTSVILLE LOOKS TO
ROLL A SEVEN
Top 2-year-old pacing colt
Huntsville has won six straight
starts entering Saturday’s rich
Governor’s Cup final at
Woodbine Racetrack. He’ll look
to wrap up divisional honors
with win No. 7 - Page 3

ANALYSIS

VISIT US ONLINE

MEADOWLANDS
WOODBINE
YONKERS

DRF.COM/HARNESS
ON TWITTER:
@DRFHARNESS
ON FACEBOOK:
DRFHARNESS

POST TIME 7:15 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 4
PPS PAGE 8

VOLUME 13 NUMBER 325

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2016

$8.00

YONKERS

POST TIME 7:10 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 6
PPS PAGE 19

FREEHOLD

POST TIME 12:30 PM
PAGE 30

SATURDAY

NORTHFIELD

POST TIME 6:00 PM
PAGE 41

FEATURED
TRACKS

POCONO

MEADOWLANDS

POST TIME 6:30 PM
PAGE 56

POST TIME
7:15
ANALYSIS PAGE PM
4
PPS PAGE 8

WOODBINE

VOLUME 13

YONKERS

NUMBER 325

SATURDAY,
NOVEMBER

POST TIME
7:10
ANALYSIS PAGE PM
PPS PAGE 19 6

POST TIME 7:30 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 2
PPS PAGE 69

19, 2016
$8.00

FREEHOLD

POST TIME
12:30 PM
PAGE 30

CAL EXPO

NORTHFIELD
POST

POST TIME 9:10 PM
PAGE 81

TIME 6:00 PM
PAGE 41

POCONO

POST TIME
6:30 PM
PAGE 56

WOODBINE
POST

TIME 7:30
ANALYSIS PAGE PM
PPS PAGE 69 2

CAL EXPO

$100
SIGN-UP BONUS

$100
OF FREE BETS

DRF.COM/FREEBETH

POST TIME
9:10 PM
PAGE 81

HUNTSVILLE LOOKS TO
ROLL A SEVEN
Top 2-year-old pacing colt
Huntsville has won six straight
starts entering Saturday’s rich
Governor’s Cup final at
Woodbine Racetrack. He’ll look
to wrap up divisional honors
with win No. 7 - Page 3

NIKKI SHERMAN

ANALYSIS

VISIT US ONLINE

MEADOWLANDS
WOODBINE
YONKERS

DRF.COM/HARNESS

$100
SIGN-UP

HUNTSVILLE

BONUS
ON TWITTER:
ROLL A

$@DRFHARNESS
100
OF FREE BETS

LOOKS TO
SEVEN

Top 2-year-old
pacing colt
Huntsville has
won six straight
starts entering
Saturday’s

rich
Governor’s
Cup final at
ON FACEBOOK:
Woodbine
Racetrack.
He’ll look
to wrap up
DRFHARNESS
divisional honors
with

DRF.COM/FR
EEBETH

win No. 7

- Page 3

Harness Eye Features
• Past Performances
• Graded Analysis
• Meadowlands Charts
• Horses to Watch

NIKKI SHERMAN

ANALYSIS
MEADOWLAND
S
WOODBINE
YONKERS

VISIT US ONLINE
DRF.COM/HARNE
SS
ON TWITTER
:
@DRFHARNESS
ON FACEBO
OK:
DRFHARNESS

Single Issues: $6.00
Monthly Subscription: $2.67 Issue
First-time Monthly Subscribers:
Save $1.00/Issue with Coupon Code HARNESS

Buy Now

Levy Series concept can work on a broader national scale
CONFESSIONS
By Keith Gisser
I don’t watch a lot of racing from Yonkers
Raceway. While I love half mile track racing,
Northfield is and probably always will be my
go-to twice around. Having said that, I do
really enjoying following the Levy Series at
the Hilltop. With a $529,000 final this year, it is
a prime destination for the early season’s top
pacers.
This year I like McWicked, who seems to
be coming on strong, in the final among the
likely favorites (this is being written before
the post draw) which also includes defending champ Bit Of A Legend N, Somewhere
in L A and Missile J, but this article is not
about handicapping the race. It is to praise
the concept of the series and to look at ways
this could be carried over to create national
interest in our sport, something we all agree
is desperately needed, although there seems
to be little agreement on what form that effort
should take.
I realize that with the Levy being comparatively early in the year, it does not always get
the cream of the crop of Free-for-Allers, but it
sure gets a large number of pretty good ones.
With the kind of money that Yonkers puts up
for grabs (a total of between $1.25 and $1.5
million annually, depending on the number of
$50,000 legs that determine the starters in the
half-million dollar final), many trainers are
gearing up for the Levy early in the year.
I hear the gamblers complaining. It’s a half
mile track. It favors speed and inside post
draws. Favorites prevail far too often. Each
winner in the final Levy leg (5th round) split
paid $4.00 and change. Okay, fair enough. I am
not here to sing the praises of the Levy exclusively, but rather to push the concept of the
series. A quality series could be held among
multiple tracks of different sizes, if track operators can put their differences aside for a few

weeks each year. Or Yonkers could repeat a
Levy-like series in the fall, leading up to the
Breeders Crown. Does Yonkers promote its
product well enough to draw national interest
for such an event?
Here is what a series needs to be successful
and gain some traction. It must feature legs
at least every other week, but ideally every
week. It should have several legs, not just two
or three, with good purses and a huge money
final. And it needs a gimmick. That hook
could be racing at different distances; racing
at different tracks or it could ignore the horses
and be a driving championship series.
To gain the interest needed, each leg can
be easily packaged into an hour long show,
even if one or two splits must be broadcast via
delay. I will even concede a webcast, promoted
by tons of targeted Google Ads. But as I wrote
last month, live television, broadcast or cable,
remains a more attractive possibility.
I love the Miss Versatility Series, which last
year highlighted Horse of the Year candidate
Hannelore Hanover. It’s raced on different
sized tracks. But it doesn’t make my cut to
be a top attention-grabber. The five legs are
spread out from May to September, which is
too long to keep the public energy going. For
some reason folks don’t like distaff trotters.
Plus, the final purse is inconsequential in this
day and age. Hannelore’s connections chose to
race against the boys in the Maple Leaf Trot,
going for more than four times the Miss Versatility purse. She made nearly as much finishing second ($108,000) as the entire purse of the
series finale ($120,000).
Yonkers, Dover Downs, Harrah’s Philadelphia, The Downs at Mohegan Sun Pocono,
Freehold, and The Meadowlands—These
tracks are all within three hours of each
other, depending on traffic. Imagine an eightweek series; six legs at $50-75,000 each, and
a $750,000 final. Rotate the final each year
among the tracks, with a week off after the
last leg. To qualify for the final, a horse MUST
race in four preliminary legs (yep, he could
totally skip the half-milers if he chose to). If
Yonkers can fund $50K legs and a $500K final,
certainly this, especially with Dave Brower

or Jason Horowitz doing “play-by-play,” on a
broadcast, would be doable. It would certainly
draw fans and promote discussion over adult
beverages, something that does not happen
that often these days. Better yet, get Miller or
Budweiser, or even that all-American beer,
Abita’s Purple Haze, to sponsor the event.
Each track offers $2 beers and other giveaways to draw folks out and promotes the fact
that most of these same horses will be just up
the road next week.
I’m a Midwesterner who loves Little Brown
Jug week. Delaware, Ohio has struggled to field
a really top level FFA Pace for years. What if
the Magical Mike or Senior Jug were brought
back as the culmination of a series with legs at
Hoosier, Scioto Downs, The Meadows, Northfield Park and either Miami Valley or Dayton?
Granted, Northfield to Hoosier would be a five
hour ship, as would Hoosier to The Meadows,
but how much energy could you generate with
$50,000 at each preliminary stop, leading up to
a $500,000 final? Again, you get every size track
involved, creating fierce conversation over
adult beverages. If Woodford Reserve, that
royalty of bourbons, sponsors the Kentucky
Derby, certainly Evan Williams could sponsor
a Midwest harness series.
Back in the seventies, the Can-Am Series
traveled from track to track, offering top
young free-for-allers a chance to match up.
Typically these horses were a step below the
sport’s absolute best, but many went on to
compete against the best. Rowdy Yankee, the
trotting-bred, free-legged pacer was a star on
this circuit at one point. Even better, at least
one local horse took on the big boys each week,
adding even more intrigue. We just don’t have
hometown heroes in our sport the way we
once did. That would be another huge benefit
to the track – fans see the local horse take on
the big boys and come back the next week to
see how he does.
I realize this is a very broad outline of how
this program could work, but I think it has
merit. It would require a track owner (or six)
stepping up and making a commitment, but it
could work. Now go cash on that $529,000 Levy
final! See you next month.

Tritton trainees geared up for rich Levy, Matchmaker Finals
By Jay Bergman
Winning the George Morton Levy Series
two straight years is near impossible. Qualifying two horses for the final in consecutive
years is miraculous. So trainer Pete Tritton
has already achieved something heading into
Saturday’s $529,000 Final at Yonkers Raceway. The conditioner sends out last year’s
champion Bit Of A Legend N (post 6) and
newcomer Provocativeprincen (post 7) in the
feature.
“He’s as good as he could be,” said Tritton
of the defending champion. “We’ve tried to
get him to peak for this race and I’m happy
how he’s coming into it.”
What Tritton is less happy about are the
starting spots over a track that tends to handicap the outside horses in a way that often
marginalizes any horse.
“I think if he (Bit Of A Legend N) had even
drawn the five I’d be more confident,” Tritton
said.
Last year Bit Of A Legend N sailed through
the five preliminaries on his way to a title
sweep. This year the road has been a bit
bumpier, but the results show him in the
Final and a legitimate contender. “I think
he’s every bit as good as he was last year,”
Tritton said. “Jordan (driver Stratton) has
done a great job with him. I’m not sure what
he’s going to do on Saturday. He may just
leave out of there with him.”
The trainer and the public won’t know
exactly what Stratton intends on doing
until the gate unfolds in the evening’s tenth
race. The major problem presenting itself to
Stratton is that there is speed directly to his
inside, with last week’s other two prelilminary winners McWicked (post 1) and Somewhere In LA (post 5) the main obstacles.
For Tritton, there is also Provocativeprincen to concern himself with and the import
picks up Yannick Gingras for the first time.
“I think he’s at his best when he can give one
run,” said Tritton. “I was disappointed with
him last week though he did come home in 27.”
While Tritton would like to see his two
finishing up strongly in the Levy final,
perhaps the best closer in the field landed
inside as well with Missile J, the probable
favorite, drawing post three for Tim Tetrick.
Missile J won the first three legs of the series
but was fifth in last week’s final preliminary
leg. Nevertheless, the lone 4-year-old in the
octet of finalists paced a final quarter in 26
seconds, indicating any close-up journey will
make him a very tough horse to beat.
While Tritton agonized some over his luck
in the Levy draw, he appeared more than
optimistic of his chances a few races earlier
in the $310,600 Blue Chip Matchmaker final.
The trainer thought he had Mackenzie A set
up for her best performance of the series last
week and couldn’t believe it when she made
a break in the stretch drive. “I thought when
she tipped wide she was going to go right
past everyone,” said Tritton. “I watched the
replay about 20 times. I kept stopping it in the
middle and slowing it down. I think she shied
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Trainer Peter Tritton sends out a pair of contenders in the $529,000 Levy Memorial. Bit
Of A Legend N (above) will start from post 6 and Provocativeprincen post 7.

from the whip.” The trainer suggested that
Ron Cushing’s whip may have gotten into
the sightlines of his mare and caused her to
break suddenly. Cushing was guiding finalist
Shesjustadelight N (post 2).
While Mackenzie A has only won once this
year in seven trips, the trainer believes the
5-year-old is just getting the hang of it and
expects big things not just from her on Saturday but in the future. “She’s still learning. I
think she’ll be even better next year,” Tritton
said.
A contentious pace may prove to Mackenzie A’s advantage on Saturday. The Blue Chip
Matchmaker field is extremely competitive.

Multiple leg winners Shesjustadelight N and
Mach It A Par (post 3) enter the final in peak
form while Bedroomconfessions (post 7)
must recover from her worst performance of
the year in last week’s final prelim.
Tritton has but ten horses in his stable and
four will be in action in the Blue Chip Matchmaker/Levy finales. Sell A Bit N, second in
last year’s Matchmaker final, drew post two
in the $75,000 consolation this year. “I think
she’s heading in the right direction now,”
said Tritton, admitting that it has taken him
some time to get the 7-year-old to perform.
Post time for Yonkers’ 12-race Saturday
program is 7:10 p.m.

News Briefs from around the Harness World
European invader hits Meadowlands
It’s an interesting mix of six trotters that
will compose the field for the featured sixth
race, a $20,000 Preferred trot, on the evening
of Friday, April 21 at The Meadowlands.
A few familiar faces remain in B Yoyo,
Muscle Diamond and Opulent Yankee. These
three have been in the thick of things at the
top trotting level throughout the early third
of the Meadowlands racing season.
New shooters in the field are Up The
Alley, shipping in fresh from South Florida
for Richie Silverman and the $1.5 million
winning proven stakes commodity Crazy
Wow making his first pari-mutuel foray of
the season for the Ron Burke barn.
Adding considerable intrigue is the
American-bred, Italian-born, Scandinavian
trained Tuonoblu Rex. The five-year-old
globe trotting import had European stakes
success at age three, winning the Ulf Thoresen Memorial in Norway but his form fell off
while racing in France last season.
Now based in America, “T Rex” races for
owner Cees J Faber under the nom de course
of Stable Why Not and has been placed in the
care of the successful training/driving team
of Julie and Andy Miller.
A hint of the regard in which Tuonoblu Rex
is held by his connections is evidenced by the
fact that payments have been made to have
him eligible for this season’s Meadowlands
major trotting stakes including the May 6
Arthur Cutler Memorial, lists which may be
accessed here.
In his only stateside appearance thus far,
Tuonoblu Rex evidenced a powerful presence
while dominating a field that included stakes
winner Crazshana in a 1:53.4 qualifying win
while well in hand.
Friday’s race will certainly be a greater
test of his abilities, helping to determine if T
Rex fits against America’s best.

-Edited release (Meadowlands)

Dragon Again euthanized at age 22
Dragon Again, a winner of more than $2.3
million on the racetrack and the sire of the
winners of more than $122.7 million, including the $7.5 million-winner Foiled Again,
the sport’s all-time richest racehorse, was
euthanized Wednesday afternoon, April 19,
at Sugar Valley Farm in Ohio, where he had
stood stallion duty since 2014.
Dragon Again’s death comes one week
after Sugar Valley Farm announced the
retirement of the 22-year-old son of Dragon’s
Lair. In making that announcement, Sugar
Valley Farm co-owner Joe McLead said
Dragon Again had a fused right ankle that
was ailing him.
“He’s had that fused right ankle the last
14 years and in the last day or so the ankle
became just too much for him to deal with.
It had begun to take its toll on the rest of his
body,” McLead said on Thursday morning.
Dragon Again was bred by Andray Farm
and was purchased as a yearling for $40,000

by Ohioan Ed Mullinax. Mullinax owned
Dragon Again his entire racing career and is
still the majority shareholder in the Dragon
Again Syndicate.
“I consulted with Mr. Mullinax and we
made the decision to euthanize together,”
said McLead. “We did not want the horse to
suffer.”
Dragon Again won 29 of 70 starts, with his
biggest victory coming in the $450,000 Hoosier
Cup in 1998 at Hoosier Park. Other big wins
for Dragon Again included the $350,000 Canadian Pacing Derby at Mohawk Racetrack and
the $250,000 Prix d’Autumn at Hippodrome de
Montreal in 1999, and the $150,000 Battle of
Lake Erie in 1999 at Northfield Park.
Dragon Again’s career best of 1:48 3/5 came
on June 17, 2000, when he won the $87,600
Pacing Classic at Woodbine. At the time the
mile was the fastest ever paced in Canada.
Dragon Again was retired following his
5-year-old season in 2000, going on to a stud
career at Hanover Shoe Farms in Pennsylvania. He stood at Hanover for 13 years before
moving to Sugar Valley in 2014, where the
size of his books were 116, 107 and 82 in years
2014-16. Dragon Again bred some mares this
season, with a few already pronounced in foal.
In addition to Foiled Again, Dragon Again’s
other $1-million-plus performers include My
Little Dragon ($2.3 million); Atochia ($1.8
million); Aracache Hanover ($1.7 million);
Wakizashi Hanover ($1.3 million); Versado
($1.2 million); and Tidewaterdragonfly ($1
million).
Overall, Dragon Again sired 334 lifetime
$100,000 winners from 940 performers. From
those performers, 562 took marks of 1:55 or
better. His fastest progeny were 1:48 winners
Foiled Again, Wakizashi Hanover and Vlos.
McLead said Dragon Again was buried
on the farm near his paddock by the Sugar
Valley office.
“We have a pond near his paddock and
there are two oak trees at the back of the
pond, and we buried him between those two
trees so he can see all the broodmares and
his paddock,” said McLead.

-release from Sugar Valley Farm

From our Readers
Unhappy about Vernon delayed opening
My family has been involved in Vernon
Downs for over 57 years. I am disappointed to hear that New York State did
not give Vernon Downs tax parity in the
recently passed budget for the fiscal year
2017-2018.
Vernon Downs is a landmark in
Central New York and the potential closing would be a severe blow to upstate
New York.
New York has an obligation to help
Vernon Downs as it’s the state’s decisions such as the Oneida Agreement and
locating new casinos within 75 miles
of Vernon that has damaged Vernon
Downs future.
The state has offered hundreds of
millions of dollars to attract businesses
to New York and prevent closing by
major corporations with major tax free
incentitives.
I have been in touch with Governor
Cuomos staff to give Vernon Downs tax
parity to allow the business to stay open.
I support Majority Owner Jeff Gural’s
decision to delay opening day of harness
racing.
I did want to say that I warned this day
would come in 2013 when, I vehemently
opposed the Oneida Agreement.
Unfortunately, my worst fears have
come to reality and with the opening of
a 3rd casino by the Oneida Indians next
spring the nail is in the coffin without
tax parity for Vernon Downs.
I still think table games at Vernon
Downs would be a boom to the area and
by not being allowed it questions the
Sherman antitrust law.

Gary A. Greenberg
Minority Owner Vernon Downs

Have something to say?
Email: Dgiwner@drf.com

Stars to qualify Saturday at Meadowlands
Many of the top horses from 2016 will be
on display at The Meadowlands on Saturday
morning for the 10 a.m. scheduled qualifiers.
Top older trotter Hannelore Hanover, who
was a powerful 1:55 3/5 winner in a qualifier
last week, is back in action once again. She
is scheduled to start from post 6 in race 6
against JL Cruze and Broadway Donna.
A few days after Downbytheseaside posted
a 1:53 1/5 qualifier at Miami Valley on
Wednesday, fellow 2-year-old standout from
2016 Huntsville will be unveiled for the first
time in a charted line of his own. According
to trainer Ray Schnittker, the colt trained a
1:53 mile at The Meadowlands last week.
Others in action include Pure Country,
Darlinonthebeach, Someomensomewhere,
Idyllic Beach and Boston Red Rocks.
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