Weekend

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2017

DRF HARNESS HOME

DRF BETS

Featured Tracks
Meadowlands (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Meadowlands (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Mohawk (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Get
Analysis
FREE
PPS

Top Links & What’s Inside
Mohawk opens for live racing on
Thursday READ MORE
Opening night at Vernon Downs put
on hold READ MORE
Casie Coleman switching gaits to the
trot, Page 4
Jenny Melander takes the slow and
steady approach to training, Page 6
Kakaley vies for Levy Final berth
with Mcwicked, Page 7

Have something to say?
Email: Dgiwner@drf.com

HARNESS PPS

DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

ENTRIES

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

INDUSTRY VIEW

Shining the spotlight in the wrong direction
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
“The blazing-hot brother team of driver
Simon Allard and trainer Rene opened the
Saturday night card at The Downs at Mohegan Sun Pocono with three victories and two
seconds in the first five races.” That was the
opening sentence in the Saturday (April 8)
recap for the racing at the Wilkes-Barre oval.
This story was published 36 hours after it was
announced that one of Rene Allard’s horses,
One Too Many, received a positive test for
Codeine and Morphine, both class one drugs,
following a March 18 race at Woodbine Racetrack.
For those keeping score, Codeine is what you
would find in a cough-suppressant like Robitussin and it is an opiate that is used to treat
pain. Morphine, of course, is an opiate used to
treat chronic and acute pain. In humans, it is
used post-surgery, during labor and to bring
comfort throughout end-of-life symptoms,
most notably for cancer patients. Morphine
acts directly on the central nervous system to
decrease the feeling of pain.
There can be a long debate, with valid points
on both sides, as to whose responsibility it is
to regulate the game and what responsibility a
racetrack has when a trainer like Rene Allard
has this kind of a positive test. For the record,
Allard, the leading trainer at Woodbine, has
no horses entered on the opening night card at
Mohawk and has not had a horse race at Woodbine since Monday, April 3rd despite never

Derick Giwner

Rene Allard trains One Too Many, who got
a positive test for two class one drugs on
March 18 at Woodbine.

officially being suspended by the tracks. He
does have entries a plenty in the coming week
at Pocono, Yonkers and Saratoga.
Yes, everyone should be innocent until
proven guilty, but don’t forget that Allard had
a positive test for Oxycodone (are you seeing a
trend yet?) last October, ironically for a horse
racing at Pocono Downs. It is also interesting
to note that in every other major sport in this
country, a positive test is typically the threshold to determine guilt from innocence.
But while we can debate that topic
ad-nauseam, surely we can all agree that when
a trainer has had a positive test of this severity, we shouldn’t be putting out press releases
putting that trainer on a pedestal and speaking about how good he is.
First and foremost, it simply looks bad. In
a time where perception is everything, do we
really want Rene Allard to be the face of trainCONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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nice filly, good gaited, mouth
“ Very
and mind. She makes her mark in

“

hand. She is very special.

– Trainer Bruce Saunders

are quite pleased with our colt
“ We
by A Rocknroll Dance. He is athletic,
mature and has a great attitude.

“

CUTS LIKE A KNIFE

His progress to date has been with
our best two-year-old colt.

– Trainer Tim/Karl Pinske
Multiple mare discounts available.
PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
email: diamondcreek2@gmail.com

www.DiamondCreekFarm.com

Rocknroll Hanover – Wichita Hanover
2017 FEE: $5,000

Do bettors even care what trainers give to their horses?
CONTINUED from page 1

ing greatness in harness racing, given the
baggage his name comes with?
Second, it’s unfair to the bettors. Interestingly, the majority of bettors I have spoken to
on the subject of illegal drugs don’t care about
the perception. They don’t care whether
or not trainers are cheating. The problem
they have is they don’t know when a trainer
is going to cheat. “If a horse is treated with
drug-X one week and he jogs off the screen,
how do I know he will get the same treatment
the following week? The past performances
don’t matter, it’s a guessing game as to when
the drug-trainers are going to give the drugs
to the horses,” one player said to me. He
added, “That’s why I play The Meadowlands,
while I can’t be assured it is 100-percent
clean, the shenanigans that go on at other
places are definitely not nearly as prevalent
at The Meadowlands.”
Third and maybe most important, by writing press releases praising the performance
of a trainer who just received a major positive
test, you are encouraging other trainers to
use illegal substances as well. Imagine you
are a small-stable trainer at Pocono Downs
. . . not only is Rene Allard scooping up all
the purse money, while getting positive tests
elsewhere, but the track that you are stabled

knew little about harness racing, “oh yeah,
the trotters . . . that’s all fixed right?” It was
hard enough having to defend that image
because of infractions from 30 or 40 years
ago. But just the other day, while getting a
haircut, one of the barbers asked me the
following:
“You worked at The Meadowlands right,
they race the trotters . . . that’s all rigged right,
they cheat?”
To which I replied that image is due to
things that happened a long time ago and
purse money is so high at the racetracks
around here that it isn’t sensible to “fix
races,” everyone has too much to lose. He
replied the following:
“No I mean the trotters, they are given all
kinds of drugs and steroids. My friend bets
horses and says you can’t play the trotters
because they are all juiced up.”
This is a 20-something year-old barber who
told me he had been to a racetrack once in his
life and he believes that all harness horses
are given illegal drugs. If that doesn’t scare
you, it really should.
The bottom line is press releases that
praise trainers with recent major druginfractions has a ripple effect that is hitting
people who don’t even bet on harness racing.
Thanks to those kinds of stories, they probably never will.

at is praising his performance. That trainer
then comes to the conclusion that if he cheats,
nothing bad will happen, he’ll win more races
and pick up national attention in the process
that maybe can even get him more owners.
If you disagree, I call your attention to the
1998 MLB home-run chase and the subsequent “Steroid-era” of baseball. It’s the same
concept, everyone knew Mark McGwire was
cheating, but here he was, breaking records
and on the cover of Sports Illustrated. What
more motivation does a struggling major
league baseball player need to cheat?
In a perfect world, no horse trainer will
cheat and everything will be on the level.
But that is a pipe-dream. As long as there has
been thoroughbred and standardbred racing,
there has been cheating, much like as long as
there has been Major League Baseball, there
has been cheating. It’s difficult enough to
catch those cheating. It seems that they are
always one step ahead of the testing that is in
place. But, is it too much to ask that when a
trainer is being investigated due to a positive
test that includes a substance humans are
given to help ease their pain when they are
dying, that we not praise his performance?
If you don’t think that this image of harness
racing being a “dirty game” has leaked into
the general population, you are mistaken.
For years I would be asked by people who
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville,
Walner
Multiple
placement
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
and top pacing events like the North America
Cup and Meadowlands Pace is a dream come
true.
“I did have American Jewel and Heston Blue
Chip at 2,” said Tetrick, recalling the top filly
pacer and colt, respectively. “They were both
really good and ended up being really good at
3, but these are my top two that I’ve had so far.”
Tetrick is no stranger to driving champion 2-year-old colt pacers. In 2012 he guided

discounts available

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
Huntsville may have a way to go before being
mentioned in conversations with Captaintreacherous, but for Tetrick, he’s on the right
path.
“He’s close,” said Tetrick on how Huntsville compares to Captaintreacherous. “You
can’t knock Captain because he won everything. This horse hasn’t done it yet in his early

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Big Crown night in store for ‘Super’
Darlinonthebeach looks to turn the
tables on Pure Country, Page 8
Brett at the Big M, page 9

Breeders Crown Entries & Analysis
by Giwner and Zoccali, Pages 10, 12
Insider Breeders Crown selections,
Pages 13, 14
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Trainer Casie Coleman switching her gait to the trot
By Derick Giwner
Casie Coleman, a three-time Little Brown
Jug winner who has won most of the major
pacing stakes in North America, is trying
her hand at something new in 2017. She will
train a pair of trotters for the first time in her
career.
The 36-year-old Coleman showed up at the
Lexington Selected sale in the Fall hoping to
find an Ontario Sire Stakes trotting colt and
filly to “play around with,” but the plan didn’t
develop as laid out.
“I couldn’t find any (O.S.S. horses) in my
budget, so I was just walking around and
wound up sitting right in front of Andrew
Harris and he said, ‘Why aren’t you bidding
on this colt?’ I didn’t even have my book
(sales catalog) open, so I quickly flipped to
the page while they were about to drop the
hammer. I looked at all of the NY Sire Stakes
horses with Andrew, so I was familiar with
them. I bid $32,000 and got him,” remembered
Coleman about her purchase of Wanna Hall,
a three-quarter brother to Hambletonian
Oaks and Breeders Crown winning filly Wild
Honey.
Along with a Muscles Yankee-sired filly she
also purchased for $32,000, Coleman thinks
she lucked into a strong pair of trotters in her
first attempt with training on that gait.
“It is crazy how good they are training,”
said Coleman, who admits she doesn’t have a
good frame of reference and has been leaning
on others for feedback. “David Miller trained
with us a couple of weeks ago and said they
were really nice, and Brad Kramer and Steve
Condren also had positive comments about
them.”
Although she was originally looking at the
trotting duo as strong New York Sire Stakes
horses, their progress has led Coleman to
fully stake both horses. “I even put them
in the Hambletonian, Oaks and Breeders
Crown. I wasn’t expecting to stake them like
that,” chuckled Coleman.
Of course, Coleman has paid the bills over
the years training pacers and has a knack for
finding champions. In 2016 she conditioned
3-year-old Pacing Colt of the Year Betting
Line to a 15-14-1-0 record and over $1.4 million
in earnings.
This year Coleman has a pair of returning 3-year-olds with stakes potential and a
bunch of 2-year-olds among the 21 under her
care. Looking to make headway in the 3-yearold colt pacing division is Ideal Wheel and
amongst the sophomore fillies, Candlelight
Dinner.
“Both started out really good and ended
the year not so good, which isn’t ideal,” said
Coleman.
“I sent them both to a clinic in New York
and they scoped their stomachs for about a
week. It turns out they both had bad stomach
ulcers, which surprised me because I treat
all of my horses for that.”
After the clinic visit in mid November,
Coleman was hoping for smooth sailing but

Candlelight Dinner (above) is Casie Coleman’s top 3-year-old pacing filly.

New Image Media

Casie Coleman (Left) / Nikki Sherman (Right)

Two-year-old Wanna Hall (left) has been training so well that he has been staked to the
Hambletonian. (Left) Casie Coleman with 2016 3-year-old Pacing Colt of the Year Betting
Line.
had to alter plans. “Both horses lost weight
instead of gaining weight during their time
off and I wasn’t pleased, so I brought them
back around the first of January,” said Coleman.
Back under Coleman’s watchful eye at
her Florida winter base, the pair began to
gain weight and were down to 2:02 training
miles as of the first week in April. The plan
is to ship them to her racing headquarters in
Canada on April 18 and qualify in early May.
“I’m really happy with both of them right
now. They are pretty much staked to everything this year,” said Coleman.
While her 3-year-olds come with a bit more
clarity in terms of ability, Coleman is also
high on her younger set.
“Fingers-crossed, but I’m extremely happy
about my 2-year-olds,” said Coleman, who
pointed to Delaney R (Sportswriter-Redhots’s
Memory), Ideal Light (American Ideal—Give
Me Life), Goth Hanover (Sportswriter-Gifted
Yankee) and Street Boy (American idealTrend Setter) as her springtime favorites
among her pacing crew.
Having cut her schedule back tremendously and spending about five months in
Florida training just 2 and 3-year-olds, the

newly married Coleman has seen her free
time increase and recently got out to Gulfstream Park for the Florida Derby. As a
wedding present, Ross Cohen and Jennifer
Connor gave her the chance to present a
trophy in the winner’s circle.
“We were running late and Ross kept
texting me asking when we were going to
get there. I had no idea they were going to
surprise me with that,” said Coleman, who
is a bit lost when it comes to Thoroughbred
racing. “I look at that program and think it
must be in Chinese. You would think I’d be
able to read it better since I’m in racing. It is
an interesting game. I wish we could figure
out to get some of the people that show up and
wager to our side.”
While Coleman admits to trying to “slow
down a little bit” when it comes to her schedule, she is still winning races at a tremendous rate. In 2016 she sent out 53 winners in
197 starts, the fewest horses she has sent to
post since 2003.
With 2,258 victories and over $53 million
in earnings from her horses since beginning
her career in 1997, Coleman has a proven
track record of success that will likely propel
her to another solid year in 2017.
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Jenny Melander takes a slow and steady approach to training
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay

It was a magical Tuesday night for Jenny
Melander. Just a few months earlier the
trainer was be shopping for new talent for
her growing stable. On Tuesday the newcomers were on display in two series for young
trotters. One of her most recent purchases,
Golden Son captured the second consecutive leg of the SOA Bonus Trotting Series
at Yonkers pushing his first-year bankroll
for Melander to nearly $70,000. Even those
investing in the recent stock market boom
would have trouble finding such gains in this
short a period of time.
“We bought him for $20,000,” said Melander
of Golden Son. “We liked his lines in Ontario
and he showed that he was a winner.”
The price was an issue with Golden Son
and it’s been something of a constant with
Melander since she went out on her own five
years ago after working for Erv Miller and
Mark Harder as an assistant.
“It’s really important to make a profit,”
Melander said. “I think if you spend too much
money it makes it much harder to recover
that money.”
In Golden Son, she found a son of Majestic
Son that she was confident could get around
the half-mile track.
“Our goal was to race him in this series,”
Melander said.
Golden Son was already a winner before
heading into the SOA Bonus Series. He made
his debut for Melander winning on a chilly
night at The Meadowlands in December, then
strung together three more victories when
Yonkers re-opened. He’s now won six times
in nine tries for Melander, who gives credit
where it’s deserved.
“Jason (Bartlett) did a great job with
him last night (Tuesday). He can get a little
grabby and then not finish up his miles, but
he was solid.”
Ameliosi was a trotting mare that
Melander picked up midway through her
sophomore campaign. Now 4 years old, she
has benefitted from the transition. “She
fell in the paddock and was injured,” said
Melander. “I told the owners that I thought
giving her extra time was necessary. Thankfully they agreed.”
Ameliosi, a 1:57 2/5 winner at Yonkers on
Tuesday and third in the opening leg of the
Bonus Trot, has a good chance of reaching
the $95K estimated final on April 25.
While Melander’s crew was winning at
Yonkers she had some impressive young
stock on display at The Downs at Mohegan
Sun Pocono in the Weiss Series.
Hilarious Hero is a 4-year-old that
Melander purchased around Christmas
time in Ontario. At that point the son of

Golden Son has won six of nine starts since moving into the Jenny Melander barn.
Deweycheatumnhowe had gone winless
in two seasons of racing, or 24 starts if you
prefer. The price was a bit under $20,000 but
Melander liked the physical presence of the
horse, something she believes is essential to
bringing out their best. Hilarious Hero is a
maiden no longer, having won his first start
at Pocono a few weeks ago and then returning from post eight to capture a division of
the Weiss on Tuesday impressively for Matt
Kakaley.
The 1:56 3/5 mile was obviously a career
best, but perhaps more telling is the fact that
he has trotted wire-to-wire on both occasions
and looked strong finishing.
It’s a great time in the sport for those training younger trotters. Purse money continues
to build in the metropolitan area for nonwinners types with Yonkers and Pocono
offering lucrative purses in those classes. It
has helped Melander play out her philosophy
about this business.
“We really don’t like to spend too much
money staking our horses. We’ll put them
into the minor stakes but it’s too expensive
with some of the others,” said Melander.
Some might think that’s not enough wishful thinking, but in the case of Melander and
many other trainers, keeping costs down
is essential to profitability. The fact that
races are carded for young horses up to nonwinners of eight races provides a platform for
many future stakes horses to earn a living.
Perhaps the best performance from the
Melander stable on Tuesday night came from
a 3-year-old that finished second. Perseverance was purchased at the same Harrisburg
sale for $20,000. Again Melander is picking up
someone else’s rejects, but the trainer doesn’t
exactly look at it the same. “I asked Steffan
Lind about the horse after the sale,” said
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Melander. What she found is that the horse
had some maturity issues and perhaps would
be a better racehorse if he was gelded.
With the change in place, Melander has
seen improvement in Perseverance’s attitude
on the racetrack.
“In his first race with David (Miller) driving he just over-trotted himself on the final
turn. He hadn’t made any mistakes at all
training down,” Melander said.
Back at Pocono on Tuesday, Matt Kakaley
took the long and wide way around the track
and the son of Cantab Hall, an 80-1 shot,
finished sharply missing by just a half-length
in a 1:56 mile.
It was the kind of mile you would expect
any trainer to marvel at. Yet Melander didn’t
appear to let it get to her head. “I hope he can
become a good Sire Stakes horse,” Melander
said while indicating that he does have some
stakes races ahead should the need arise.
Perseverance typifies what Melander has
done and continues to do in this sport. Her
stable that trains at Wingate Farms in Wind
Gap, Pennsylvania now numbers 28 and is
made up primarily of trotters and younger
horses. She has 10 2-year-olds in training.
Unlike many in the field, she appears to be
hoping to get them to the races and have them
make money while not looking that far down
the road.
“Sure I’d like to have a horse that can win
those big races,” Melander said.
With the ability to take on horses that some
others have given up on and prosper, there’s
no doubt Melander will have the opportunity
to find that horse. She understands what it
takes to have a horse fit and sound so that
they can perform at a peak when on the
track, whether in overnight races or some
day for the biggest prize.

Matt Kakaley’s chances at the Levy Final rest with Mcwicked
By Jay Bergman
The pressure is on for some heading into
the final preliminary rounds of the Blue Chip
Matchmaker and the George Morton Levy
Series this weekend at Yonkers Raceway. The
finals for each, slated for April 22, are limited
to just eight horses behind the gate. Trailers
will be left hanging and will race for far less.
Matt Kakaley will be responsible for
attempting to find a spot in the final for
McWicked, a horse that entered the Levy
competition with a ton of class, and even
more in the way of expectations. Those
expectations have come up just a bit short in
four rounds of action and the son of McArdle
is likely to need a victory to catapult his way
into the final.
After two disappointing miles, Matt
Kakaley was summoned to drive McWicked
in the third round and the results were a
solid second behind defending champion Bit
Of A Legend N. “I came out to pass on the
right and I probably should have gone left,”
said Kakaley, assessing a solid effort but a
bridesmaids finish.
Last week Kakaley had the confidence to
send McWicked to the front and he cut the
pace every step of the way only to be caught by
a nose on the wire by the aging Clear Vision.
“I thought I had Clear Vision but he didn’t
go away,” said Kakaley, still impressed by
the 1:52 1/5 mile while clearly not getting the
results he expected.
On Saturday McWicked is in the first
of three $50,000 divisions of the Levy and
Kakaley knows the mission. “I’ve got to do
what it takes to get him qualified for the
final,” said Kakaley. McWicked landed post
two in the six-horse field and has the speedy
Caviart Luca (post one) to his inside. For
McWicked, a $1.8 million career earner, the
trip probably won’t matter as long as he’s at
his best.
A horse that has been very good for
Kakaley during his career is All Bets Off. The
now-6-year-old by Bettors Delight figured to
be a major player in the series coming off a
sparkling season that saw him earn over
$625K while excelling on the half-mile tracks.
That hasn’t proven to be the case as All Bets
Off has yet to win a Levy leg and makes his
fourth start in it from post six, in the final
division (race 7).
“He raced very well for me in the first
round,” said Kakaley. “I thought he would
be good the second week but he wasn’t right.
They gave him a week off and he was much
better last week.”
Indeed, All Bets Off, while finishing sixth

Matt Kakaley has a chance to get into the Levy consolation with All Bets Off.
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Matchmaker Leaderboard

Levy Memorial Leaderboard

1-Shesjustadelight N – 230
2-Bedroomconfessions – 200
3-Mackenzie A – 195
4-Mach It A Par – 192
5-Empress Deo – 191
6-Regil Elektra – 187
7-Lispatty – 178
8-Medusa – 178
9-Betabcool N – 154
10-Divas Image – 147

1-Missile J – 225
2-Soto – 220
3-Keystone Velocity – 217
4-Somewhere In L A – 212
5-Bit Of A Legend N – 205
6-Blood Brother – 180
7-Provocativeprincen – 180
8-Rockin Ron – 158
9-Wakizashi Hanover – 153
10-Long Live Rock/Mach It So/Mcwicked – 150

to Somewhere In L A last week, was last and
behind stalled cover much of the trip but
managed to fly home beaten just three and
a half lengths. A career earner of more than
$2.2 million, All Bets Off drew outside likely
finalist Somewhere In L A (post 5), but may
have the edge over that one in early speed in
this division. Wakizashi Hanover (post 1) is
another on the bubble that needs a top effort
to reach the final from this group.
It’s been a bit of a roller coaster ride in the
Blue Chip Matchmaker for Kakaley’s drive
Medusa, but the Bettor’s Delight-sired mare
put it together nicely in last week’s fourth
round to secure a spot in the final. Medusa
drew post six in the second of two $40,000
preliminaries Friday night.
“The first week she had a really tough trip
and hung in nicely,” said Kakaley. “We had
no chance in the second leg because of the

post but she was flying between horses.”
Kakaley had expected a rail draw in the
third round would do the trick, but when the
mare faltered and finished third her connections scoped her and discovered palate issues.
With corrective measures taken, Medusa
responded in a big way last week, dominating
her division in 1:53 3/5 and securing a spot in
the final.
Kakaley suggested he wouldn’t want to
rough her up a week before the final but
thinks she’ll have a chance at a good piece of
the big prize.
“I think she can go with these,” Kakaley
said, while eluding that points leader
Bedroomconfessions is the one to beat.
Both the Levy and Matchmakers finals are
scheduled for April 22. The Levy will offer a
purse of $529,000 while the Matchmaker will
go for $310,600.

