Weekend

THURSDAY, MARCH 9, 2017

DRF HARNESS HOME

DRF BETS

Featured Tracks
Meadowlands (THUR) Analysis PPs

HARNESS PPS

DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

A final goodbye to the great Sam McKee

Meadowlands (FRI)
Woodbine (FRI)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (FRI)

Analysis PPs

EDITOR’S EYE

Meadowlands (SAT)

Analysis PPs

By Derick Giwner

Woodbine (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Yonkers (SAT)

Analysis PPs

Top Links & What’s Inside
Woodbine Mandatory Jackpot Hi-5
set for Saturday READ MORE
WEG announces stakes nominations
for 2017 READ MORE
Bergman: Concluding thoughts on
the USTA election, Page 4
Marks: Judges could use a class in
handicapping, Page 6
Levy nominations down 20% with 40
signing on for series, Page 6
Donato Hanover has produced a long
line of star horses, Page 7
Handicapping the $578K Jackpot
Hi-5 carryover at Woodbine, Page 8

Join

NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

Farewell Sam

Analysis PPs

Get
Analysis
FREE
PPS

ENTRIES

@DRFHarness
While writing about harness racing is my
passion, in times like these when I’m forced
to cover the untimely passing of perhaps the
most beloved man in the sport, all of the joy
is swept away by sorrow. Sam McKee, who
passed away on Tuesday (3/8) due to complications from a major stroke, was truly unique.
While I can’t recall the first time I met
Sam, he certainly left me with many a lasting memory. I know for a certainty he would
hate my headline and the fact that I called him
“great,” but he was that caliber of man. As one
to rarely dole out compliments (as my wife will
attest), on multiple occasions I went out of my
way to tell Sam what a great job he was doing
and how much I appreciated his passion for the
sport. He didn’t ask for praise, but it just felt
right.
Over the past 10-15 years I’ve had many
occasions to chat with Sam. He never had a bad
word to say about anyone, even when it came
to certain industry characters which almost
everyone had some negative thoughts about in
the back of their heads. I believe once he sort of
grimaced, almost non-verbally agreeing with
the negativity but refusing to lower himself to
the level of degrading someone.
We all know he was a master track
announcer that not only relayed the facts but
also brought insight as to the strength of the
horses and tempo of the race. He was also the

best on-air host in the business. Sitting next
to Sam on a broadcast was like taking batting
practice from a slow pitch machine tossing
grapefruits – he made it easy on you.
Personally, he gave me opportunities to
contribute on-air at The Meadowlands. He
even left me alone on the set at The Meadowlands one night when fellow announcer Ken
Warkentin got sick during the card. Having
never done an in-house broadcast solo, I was
somewhat concerned, but Sam threw me confidence and assurance, “You’ll be great, Derick.
You’re a natural.”
Sam also provided me with the opportunity to call a race at The Meadowlands. As an
on-again off-again announcer over the last 20
years, it was a dream to be on the microphone
at the Mecca of harness racing and I could not
have realized that goal without Sam.
As a bit of a contrarian, I always wonder when
people die why the coverage is always positive,
but in Sam’s case it is simply because there is
no negative to discuss. Just as I’ve never heard
him say a bad word about anyone, I’ve also
never heard a bad word said about him. He was
a special man, one I will miss dearly and think
about often for the rest of my life.
Rest in peace, Sam.
Funeral arrangements are as follows:
Sunday, March 12 at Newbaker Funeral Home
in Blairstown, N.J. from 1-5 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
A service will be held on Monday, March 13
at Lutheran Church of the Good Shepard in
Blairstown at 12 p.m.
After receiving an outpouring of feedback
on social media about Sam, we thought it
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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VAN HELSING

nice filly, good gaited, mouth
“ Very
and mind. She makes her mark in

“

hand. She is very special.

– Trainer Bruce Saunders

are quite pleased with our colt
“ We
by A Rocknroll Dance. He is athletic,
mature and has a great attitude.

“

CUTS LIKE A KNIFE

His progress to date has been with
our best two-year-old colt.

– Trainer Tim/Karl Pinske
Multiple mare discounts available.
PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
email: diamondcreek2@gmail.com

www.DiamondCreekFarm.com

Rocknroll Hanover – Wichita Hanover
2017 FEE: $5,000

Remembering track announcer and Hall of Famer Sam McKee

Photo courtesy Meadowlands Racetrack

CONTINUED from page 1

would be a fitting tribute to share some of the
comments:
Diamond Creek Farm (Twitter)
“We are heartbroken to hear about the
passing of Sam McKee. Our thoughts and
prayers are with his family and friends at
this time.”
Pullthepocket (Twitter)
“Absolutely heartbreaking. Sincere condolences to Sam’s family.”
Joey (Twitter)
“Horrible news. The sport lost the best race
caller and a great man. Rest in peace Sam.”
Emily Gaskin (Twitter)
“This is absolutely devastating news...
simply hard to find the words.”
Garnet Barnsdale (Twitter)
“So terribly sad. Rest In Peace, Sam
#ChargingHard”
Dan Mitchell (Twitter)

Lindsey McKee (Instagram)

“RIP Sam, in a competitive sport like ours
it says a lot when one is universally revered.
God Bless his family.”
The Downs At MSP (Twitter)
“So honored to have you call both #BreedersCrown nights with @JimBeviglia. We will
miss you terribly. Our thoughts with your
family.”
Darren Rankin (Twitter)
“So sad. Just a huge loss for our sport to
lose one of the best ambassadors we have
ever had at such a young age.”
Billy Johnson (Facebook)
“What a shame. It’s a major loss for harness
racing and its fans. What a great personality
and ambassador for the sport. Had the pleasure to meet him at The Little Brown Jug last
year and really enjoyed talking racing.”
George Fink (Facebook)
“The only guy I ever knew that had not one
enemy. Rip my friend.”

Reach the Harness community by advertising in

“On Monday I was literally on the edge of
the earth standing on a cliff looking out into
the ocean on the Pacific Coast Highway. It
was beautiful, calming and gave me hope.
I came home feeling resfreshed and now I
know that experience was to prepare me for
the weekend ahead. Dad, I will miss you for
the rest of my life. I will carry your spirit and
humor with me wherever I go. I hope to feel
your presence all around me when I look up
at the stars at night, when I walk out to the
barn in the mornings, every trip I make down
the alleyway and when I travel to new and
beautiful places. I wish there was more we
could have done for you. Nothing about this
will ever make sense. Sam McKee is a legend
in the harness racing industry and was great
at what he did, but you’d have to multiply that
greatness to understand just how incredible
he was as a father.”
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EXPANDED BREEDERS CROWN EDITION

Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Top Stories

Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE

HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5
Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

Concluding thoughts on the USTA Presidential election
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
I watched a clip from “In the Sulky” from
the Meadowlands last Saturday and couldn’t
believe what I was hearing. Justin Horowitz was interviewing Jason Settlemoir postUSTA Presidential election and Settlemoir
appeared somewhat unhinged as to his defeat
in the “second round” of voting to Russell
Williams. Mr. Settlemoir appeared visually
hurt that he also lost to Joe Pennachio in
round two, something he didn’t expect and
clearly couldn’t accept.
All the while, Settlemoir kept speaking
about how he didn’t want to be President of
the USTA if it was just going to be a record
keeping organization.
What struck me most about the interview
was that Settlemoir at first told all his rival
candidates that he would support whichever
of them would be the eventual winner, yet
somehow he closed out his on-camera tirade
with an assertion that he would split from
the USTA and look to form a separate organization to help fund a marketing effort he
believes vital to the future of the sport.
While Settemoir spewed after the election,
Ray Schnittker did what has become the
norm at award ceremonies in recent times.
The trainer of Huntsville, USHWA 2-yearold Pacing Colt of the Year for 2016, took the
opportunity to come to the podium to receive
his award to notify those in attendance that
he couldn’t sit back while one of the five
candidates for the USTA presidency was in
fact using a beard as a trainer.
“I couldn’t believe that someone could run
for that office and no one knows that he’s
using a beard,” Schnittker said on Tuesday
about the incident. “I’m really getting tired of
all the beards in the sport. It was even funny
when I spoke to one of the Vice Presidents of
the USTA, he told me that the person wasn’t a
beard because he had a trainers license.”
Schnittker was perplexed that anyone
in an official capacity with the organization wouldn’t know that a beard is a person
that in fact possesses a training license but
doesn’t in fact do the training.
Perhaps to everyone’s surprise at the
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Ray Schnittker was once again outspoken
about the industry.

USHWA awards banquet, none of the five
candidates, or more specifically the one
Schnittker was pointing to with his remarks,
offered a rebuttal to disclaim the assertion.
It’s not as if beards are any kind of secret
in today’s sport and the use of them has
certainly blown out of proportion. This
has put us in a position where it’s virtually
impossible for those on the outside (bettors
and fans) to understand who is on the inside
preparing horses for the races.
The most recent example came a few weeks
ago when Richard Johnson, the listed trainer
for the Bongiorno stable at The Meadowlands,
was issued a suspension in New York. At that
point, Meadowlands chief Jeff Gural told me
via-email that he was done with Johnson
and Bongiorno and that their horses would
no longer be allowed to race at The Meadowlands or his other two tracks.
Johnson appealed his suspension in New
York and was allowed to continue as a listed
trainer. He has horses entered this Sunday
for the Yonkers afternoon program simulcast
and wagered on in France.
Adding to the beard-not-a-beard confusion
is the fact that Bob Bongiorno is now also
listed as a trainer in New York and he has
horses also entered on the Sunday Yonkers

card. Complicating matters further is the
fact that Johnson is the listed trainer for
Windsongmusclelady, who happens to be
owned by Bob Bongiorno’s children Joe and
Jenn Bongiorno.
Littered throughout the card are horses
that were trained by Johnson a week ago and
now show up in the stable of Bob Bongiorno
to race at Yonkers.
As if the public didn’t have enough confusion as to these matters the only good from
Yonkers Sunday program that I can find is
that the race office didn’t put any of Johnson’s horses in the same race with Bongiorno’s horses and create an unintended entry.
What’s frustrating to all is that with everyone looking for funding to market the sport,
we continue to lose funding to police the
sport. Beards have been a booming business
in these parts for some time and most people
on the inside, like Schnittker, are quite aware
of it. Yet, while underfunded racing commissions try in a modest way to go after those
using illegal substances to win races, trainers looking to avoid prosecution or notice
for their illicit work substitute names on
the program to keep an extra layer between
themselves and the law.
The truth is despite funding issues there is
no reason those in the sport can’t solve both
issues at the same time. Russell Williams
may have been poked at by Settlemoir and
others for being an “Establishment” candidate, but that moniker does not have to mean
a person is not capable of change. Anyone
wanting to be President of the USTA has a
profound interest in the sport and Williams
has history and a large investment behind
him, something some of the other candidates
lacked. Anyone in the breeding business is
heavily invested in the sport’s future and
that shouldn’t be taken lightly whether the
breeder is in his 60s or his 30s.
Just because someone is from the establishment doesn’t mean they don’t understand the
urgency that a younger crowd can amplify
on Facebook and Twitter. At the same time,
just because your fans “like” what you say
doesn’t mean your ideas are correct or for
that matter in the best interest of this sport.
There is a broader audience and for now they
have a new leader with the intelligence to
listen and to act with the future of the sport
in mind.
While patience is something many people
are running short on, meaningful change
won’t happen overnight.
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Judges could use a class in handicapping
ON THE MARK
By Bob Marks
@BobMarks3

Way back when, I stumbled upon one of
the judges at a New York track and blurted
something about a race that had just transpired. My point of contention was that the
winner, after receiving noticeable late
money, was aggressively handled by his
driver and was along at the wire.
The judge replied, “So?”
The week previous in the same class, the
same driver had disdained several opportunities to pull from the rail and wound
up getting boxed in until early stretch,
upon which he gained early clearance but
sat passively with the lines in his hands,
finishing in the middle of the pack.
The judge’s retort to that tidbit of information was that the driver had done nothing wrong in that previous race. In short,
there was no interference and no bulling off
the rail.
That was his judgment.
I stammered, “But what about the form
reversal? Last week’s effort was non-existent but this week with similar opportunity
the effort was apparent.”
The man reiterated that there was nothing wrong with this race and that to the
best of his recollection, there was nothing
abnormal about the race last week.
At that moment, I got it. That was his
judgment.
Nothing unusual happened the week
before. There were no interferences, no
excessive slowdowns and no traffic mishaps
that might prompt the inquiry sign to flash.
Thus the race was official.
Understand that I as a chart commentator for DRF Harness patriarch publication
Sports Eye had been trained to notice who
was aggressive and who perhaps was not.
Editorially, I would have commented that
this week’s “winner” was visibly urged in
the stretch, though the week before I would
have said the same horse gained stretch
clearance but gained no ground. I would
not have written whether or not he could
have gained ground if asked to for that
represented an opinion not a fact.
However, being a bettor as well, that
information would have been filed away,
thus when I saw the horse the very next
week, I remembered the circumstances of
his last start. And at that moment, I realized the problem as it existed.
That particular judge knew the rules
of racing as they existed, but may or may
not have had what could be considered
“advanced handicapper” training or savvy.
Therefore, unless there was a flagrant issue
during the running of the race, it would be
declared official without inquiry.

The consistency or inconsistency of the
horse’s form was not considered unless
the reversal was so blatant that it defied
belief. That would require a horse who had
finished last in every start on the program
page in the same class suddenly winning
by multiple lengths in that same condition, going five or more seconds faster than
ever before. Then that scenario might have
called for a summons to the trainer and
driver to explain the obvious form improvement, but would not have warranted an
inquiry. Thus the public would be oblivious unless it somehow it got reported that
“someone” got days for an inconsistent
performance.
And therein was the problem.
A substantial portion of the betting
population that existed back then were
sufficiently savvy to discern inconsistent
performances, but grew increasingly frustrated when it appeared management and/
or the judges were either oblivious or just
ignored them.
Of course, it must be noted that endless
posted inquiries were not the answer as
that would impede normal race progression, but violations could have easily been
addressed the next morning. However, if
they were, they were seldom made public,
therefore the impression was that the races
were official as they were even though visually a substantial portion of the attending
crowd either knew better or perceived they
did. And as we all know, perception so often
supersedes reality.
In that I’m only occasionally at racetracks nowadays, I have no way of knowing
if race judgments are any different today
than years ago, though from what I read
and hear, it appears not everyone is satisfied with the consistency of those judgments.
I did notice that a “Down Under” driver
received a six week suspension for a lack of
vigorous exertion upon gaining clearance
in early stretch. Apparently the horse had
been used early to gain the lead, yielded
and did gain clearance in the stretch.
The driver’s response was that he heard
an abnormal respiratory sound from the
horse consistent with choking down, which
sounds plausible but it seems the judges
didn’t buy it! If nothing else, those that bet
on the horse got some satisfaction.
Obviously this is a very complex issue,
but in all fairness it would seem that
having a skilled handicapper in the Judges
booth as sort of a public ombudsman might
go a long way in alleviating any concerns
bettors might have for what they consider
inconsistent judgments. It might not have
worked wonders back during the times
of what some call the “good ole days,” but
it would have aided public perception of
judgements.

Nominations released
for Levy, Matchmaker
Nominations were announced on
Thursday (3/9) for the George Morton
Levy Memorial and Blue Chip Matchmaker series at Yonkers Raceway. A
total of 40 older pacers paid the $5,000
fee to be part of the Levy while 28 pacing
mares signed on for the Matchmaker.
The Levy total represented a 20%
decrease from the 50 that nominated
in 2016 despite the fact that Pacer of the
Year Always B Miki was retired and
runner-up Wiggle It Jiggleit announced
he would skip the annual event.
The Matchmaker saw an slight
increase as 27 paid the $4,000 admission
price to participate.
Topping the list of entrants for 2017 is
Bit Of A Legend N. The returning Levy
champion swept the series in 2016 for
trainer Peter Tritton and driver Jordan
Stratton. The conditioner also entered
Provocativeprincen, a winner of three
straight at Yonkers this year.
The Levy also lured double millionaires Clear Vision and All Bets Off, as
well as 2015 North America Cup winner
Wakizashi Hanover and 2013 Little
Brown Jug champion Vegas Vacation.
One name not on the list, for the first
time since 2008, is Foiled Again. The
ageless wonder with just shy of $7.5
million earned in his career, will stick
to overnight events rather than tackle
the sport’s best for a ninth straight year.
There will be a new champion this
year in the Blue Chip Matchmaker
as Yagonnakissmeornot has begun
a career as a broodmare. Post position will likely play a huge role in the
outcome in what looks like a wide open
event.
Hoping for the Spring series sweep,
Tritton also has a pair of mares in
the Matchmaker. Sell A Bit N finished
second in the Matchmaker last year and
will be joined by recent Down Under
import Mackenzie N.
The Levy and Matchmaker preliminary legs will be contested every
Friday and Saturday starting March 17
for five weeks. Levy legs go for a purse
of $50,000 each while the Matchmaker
offers $40,000 per leg to the top five.
The leading point-getters will return
on April 22 for the Finals.
With 40 horses nominated and
$200,000 added to the purse by the track,
the pool for the Levy final will start
at $400,000, with it growing by $1,000
every time a horse races in one of the
preliminary legs.
The Matchmaker final starts at
$237,000 and grows by $800 for each
horse that races.
Both races will offer a consolation on
the same night as the final.

- Derick Giwner

Donato Hanover has produced a long line of star horses
STALLION SPOTLIGHT

By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
For some of harness racing’s superstars
the light continues to shine long after their
racing careers are over. Donato Hanover
made a mark on the trotting sport in 2006-7
by going virtually unbeaten as a juvenile and
then near perfect until his final two races as
a sophomore. The son of Andover Hall was
the perfect size, had the perfect gait, faced the
best and virtually toyed with them. Some two
years later, Muscle Hill arrived and made
many people forget what they had witnessed
previously.
Thankfully we have next generations, and
Donato Hanover has impressed us each year
with quality of the highest degree.
The near $3 million career winner put his
stamp on the trotting breed in his first crop as
Check Me Out showed speed and toughness,
racing 16 times that year and winning all but
two for trainer Ray Schnittker. “All she did
was win,” said Schnittker of his champion
filly. “She had great size and a great gait.”
In her first two years of racing, Check Me
Out was the dominant filly in her class and
won 25 times in just 31 appearances. She
ended her career with $1.9 million banked
and is well on her way to an exciting broodmare career if first impressions are worth
noting.
“We sold her first foal, a Credit Winner filly,
for $260,000 at Lexington,” said Schnittker.
“We (co-owner Steve Jones) bred her back to
Trixton and she’s got a filly that everybody
loves.”
Check Out Trixie is the name of Check Me
Out’s second foal and according to Schnittker
she will also sell this fall.
The trainer has a close association with
Donato Hanover. “I was the under-bidder on
him,” Schnittker said. “I raced Here Comes
Herbie, the first foal from the mare.”
Indeed Schnittker did well with Here
Comes Herbie, selling him as a freshman, but has done even better with Donato

NigelSoultPhoto.com

Donato Hanover won many big races including the Kentucky Futurity at The Red Mile.
Hanover. Though he didn’t get to own or
train him during his racing career, Schnittker did become a shareholder in the Donato
Hanover syndicate. “I’ve done very well
with that share,” said Schnittker, who
confessed that he usually sells his breeding
rights annually.
After Check Me Out it has been one hit
after another for Donato Hanover. His second
crop produced the International star D’One,
a dominant race filly as a sophomore in
Europe that came over to North America
and captured the 2015 Breeders Crown Mare
Trot.
The fillies continued to flow in the third
crop of Donato Hanover as Shake It Cerry
emerged as a superstar during her juvenile campaign in 2013 and was even better
the following year. Over that span Shake It
Cerry nearly mirrored her sire, winning an
astonishing 23 of 28 races. Though the wins
haven’t come quite as often over the last two
seasons, Shake It Cerry is Donato Hanover’s
richest foal to date with earnings in excess

of $2.7 million.
Jimmy Takter’s success with the stallion
gave us the surprise 2015 Breeders Crown
champion The Bank.
Broadway Donna continued Donato’s
streak in 2015 with a sensational freshman
campaign and then returned as a sophomore to capture the division with a Breeders
Crown victory at The Meadowlands. Like
her sire, Broadway Donna suffered just one
defeat at age 2 during a 10-race span.
Donato Hanover goes into his 10th year as a
stallion with an impressive record of producing horses very much in his image in that
they have consistency and winning attitudes
each and every time they hit the track.
Though he’s yet to produce a stallion with
his talent, the odds are certainly in his
favor that one will arrive in the near future.
With foals earning in excess of $36 million,
Donato Hanover, who stands for a fee of
$10,000 at Hanover Shoe Farms in Pennsylvania, is clearly one of the better stallions in
the sport.

Handicapping the $578,231 mandatory payout Jackpot Hi-5
By Derick Giwner
On Saturday night at Woodbine, there will
be a $578,231 carryover in the Jackpot Hi-5
with a Mandatory payout. While the track
has put together a 12-horse field, this seems
like one of the more hittable wagers for handicappers of all budgets.
Let’s examine the field before going into
betting strategy.
(1) MACHAL JORDAN comes off a steady
effort in this same class and figures to be
close to the action in a field that lacks a ton
of early speed.
(2) CASIMIR OVERDRIVE stepped up to
this condition last week and was a bit flat.
That said, he was claimed out of that race by
Carmen Auciello and is eligible to show more.
(3) PANEDICTINE steps up off a win and
often that angle produces good results at a
price. I am concerned that others may be a bit
faster than him right now.
(4) SINGLE WHITE SOCK closed some last
week, but the fast pace certainly set him up
nicely. He seems unlikely to be near the top
of the ticket.
(5) ERLE DALE N drops back down to the
class of his last win two starts back and it has
to bring confidence that Doug McNair chose
this guy over another logical contender in #9.
(6) DIALAMARA is another getting class
relief and the clear ability to step up. His
biggest issue could be a lack of early pace to
set him up from behind.
(7) HALF A BILLION hasn’t sniffed better
than third in his last five starts at this level;

using in the bottom slots only.
(8) CHAMPAGNE PHIL has been okay in
this condition recently and has some early
speed in his arsenal if the driver chooses to
use it. I wouldn’t be surprised to see him as
high as second, but I just like others more.
(9) THE REV hasn’t been in this class since
December 23, when he was sent down the
road to win the last mandatory payout Jackpot wager at Woodbine. Veteran pacer has
plenty of early speed in a potentially paceless
race and while some will shy away because
McNair chose #5, Mike Saftic has driven this
7-year-old well in the past.
(10) MACH ON THE BEACH is another
class-dropper, but the post and fact that a
couple inside will be leaving hurt his chances
dramatically.
(11) DARCEE N should be in line for a trip in
the top flight while starting from the secondtier and should hit the ticket somewhere.
(12) BANK SHOT HANOVER steps up off
the claim by Victor Puddy and would need
some luck to hit the board with plenty of traffic likely in the bulky field.
I see the three best horses in the field as #’s
5, 6 & 9, with the latter potentially providing
the best value. I’ll key some .20 cent tickets
around those three to ensure a winner if they
finish 1-2-3 and spread looking for a huge
ticket with the 9 singled.
.20 Tickets:
5,6,9 / 5,6,9 / 5,6,9 / ALL / ALL = $86.40
9 / 5,6 / ALL / 5,6 / ALL = $28.80
9 / 5,6 / ALL / ALL / 5,6 = $28.80
Total Investment = $144
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Another Hi-5 perspective
By Garnet Barnsdale
Typically when one of these races is
run with a bulky field, speed holds up
because there is usually some kind of
road trouble with non-advancing horses
clogging up the flow. With that said, I am
going to go with an aggressive driver on
top. Doug McNair had three choices in
this race and he has indicated that he
will drive (5) Erle Dale N. I’m thinking
with the good post and slight class drop,
he is going to point for the front early. The
other two horses that figure to blast – at
least on paper – are (1) Machal Jordan
and (9) The Rev (who won in wire-towire fashion the last time there was one
of these mandatory payout races). Here
is how I am going to construct my main
tickets, using these three horses that I
expect will all leave:
.20 Tickets:
5 / 1,9 / 1,3,4,6,7,9,11 / 1,3,4,6,7,9,11 /
ALL = $96
5 / 1,3,4,6,7,9,11 / 1,9 / 1,3,4,6,7,9,11 /
ALL = $96
As always in these situations, you
don’t want to leave the 5th slot to chance;
after all, who can predict which horse
out of the 12 will finish fifth?
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