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‘Beard’ solution should come from within
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Repeat something often enough on social
media and it becomes truth.
Sadly, what once passed for traditional
means of communicating news has been
altered, jaded in so many ways as loud voices
and “retweets” have amplified the level of
statements. If you hear the same thing often
enough you simply don’t question the source.
News releases have been part of the media
for as long as I can remember and unfiltered they come with an implied bias. Most
respected news agencies in the past would
read through such releases and verify the
contents before passing it along to viewers or
readers. In today’s fast-paced society, there
is little time to review information and more
urgency to release it, unaltered to a public,
that has a right to decide for itself whether the
news is straightforward or tilted to one side.
Journalists should always question the
“source” of a story and the potential bias
created by that source in reporting.
There are no requirements for those using
social media to concern themselves with accuracy before passing it along to the next audience.
Though social media may not be the best
place to decipher fact from fiction, it is often
the best place to get a sense of what people are
thinking. Opinions are worth noting. Though
they may not be based on fact, they give a

Many people are questioning whether the
name on the program actually matches the
face behind the scenes.
sense of how people react.
Last week I read a horseplayers opinion
in regard to the current “Beard-outing”
discussion. This person suggested that the
sport would not see one extra fan regardless
of whether the true trainer’s identity was
revealed.
To me, this was the ideal statement of opinion that has caused almost all legitimate
discourse to go off the rails. Simply make a
point about the inevitable success or failure of
something to work long term and none of the
current details matter in the least.
It’s a “why bother?” philosophy that implies
no change is possible and nothing anyone ever
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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does will matter.
We’re doomed.
Too often it seems worthwhile conversation of well-intended people gets hijacked
on social media by those looking to give less
meaning to the discussion and more power to
themselves.
It’s easy to be a cynic in these times but no
more so than it was in the past.
Cynics have increased in number and a
lack of action and change has led to more
discontent nationwide.
As an industry divided on issues, harness
racing has become stagnant, and necessary
and urgent changes have not taken place. Not
because there aren’t an enormous number
of well-meaning people that want to see
change, but because the conversation is often
hijacked or kidnapped by those with a louder
voice or a bigger pedestal.
While “Beards” have existed for a long
time, it’s rather interesting that they have
taken a more public persona in the last few
weeks. The journalist in me asked the immediate question: Why now?
Why now did two of the most prominent heads of horsemen’s associations in
the United States issues statements on the
subject?
Motives are always hard to pin down and
certainly one could ask the individuals
directly and get a viewpoint.

outlook that just can ‘t be shared by anyone
that has a hope this industry can galvanize
and move forward.
If we have a product to sell, we must have
an image that is as close to squeaky clean as
possible. No marketing plan can gloss over a
situation where the winning trainer can’t be
interviewed after a race. No marketing plan
can explain away why certain licensed trainers are not allowed to race in certain races
at particular tracks but permitted to race in
other races at the same track.
In today’s society, if you have something
to hide it can easily become public in a major
way.
A sincere and moving first step would
be for all horsemen’s associations to work
together, separate from racing commissions,
to root out the “Beard” problem. Because
essentially it is a horsemen’s problem that
has been made public.
All that is really required are meetings
with all horsemen having to look each other
in the eye and let the truth reveal itself.
We don’t need a public inquisition and we
seriously don’t want our racing commissions
veering off their quest to keep unwanted
substances from the bodies of our equine
athletes.
It is easy to cast stones from afar under the
cloak of anonymity. Horsemen should come
together and face this problem directly with
all in attendance and with all parties in plain
sight.

My take is that the issue was raised in a
major way and was getting traction. Thus,
more and more people were spreading it
around on social media and there was an
inherent danger whether the use of “Beards”
is real or imagined that eventually it would
be viewed as real if it was repeated often
enough.
The problem is “Beards” are not imagined.
Picking them out is not nearly as difficult as
has been suggested and catching them is far
easier than any plan that has been suggested
would imply.
If well-respected horsemen can read a
program and easily tell the real trainer’s
name that matches the “Beard,” it’s hard to
imagine that we need racing commissions to
add a boatload of work to their already busy
schedules to reveal true identities.
Essentially Ray Schnittker did that in a
very public forum and for some reason we
are trying to invent methodology to allegedly
“prove” his point.
This isn’t about fairness and it isn’t about
opinions. This is about the reality of an
industry and those with legitimate concerns
hoping to get a voice at the table and make
changes that will truly matter.
Adding complexity to the solution in this
case will make it even more difficult to tackle,
in my opinion.
In regard to that opinion, we referenced
earlier about this change not putting one
additional fan in the stands. It’s a grim
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville,
Walner
Multiple
placement
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
and top pacing events like the North America
Cup and Meadowlands Pace is a dream come
true.
“I did have American Jewel and Heston Blue
Chip at 2,” said Tetrick, recalling the top filly
pacer and colt, respectively. “They were both
really good and ended up being really good at
3, but these are my top two that I’ve had so far.”
Tetrick is no stranger to driving champion 2-year-old colt pacers. In 2012 he guided

discounts available

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
Huntsville may have a way to go before being
mentioned in conversations with Captaintreacherous, but for Tetrick, he’s on the right
path.
“He’s close,” said Tetrick on how Huntsville compares to Captaintreacherous. “You
can’t knock Captain because he won everything. This horse hasn’t done it yet in his early

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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If Curling can create a TV audience, why not Harness Racing?
CONFESSIONS
By Keith Gisser
It’s March and the Madness is upon us. The
first weekend of the NCAA Men’s Basketball
Tournament may be my favorite weekend
of the year (since the Little Brown Jug is on
a Thursday). But as much as I love the tournament, by 8 PM on Friday, after 20 hours
of basketball and approximately 26 games, I
needed a break. There is no harness racing on
TV to speak of, so I watched The U.S. Women
take on powerhouse Scotland in the World
Curling Championships from Beijing, China.
That’s right. I said curling.
A while back, I wrote a column expressing
my belief that with the segmentation of sports
broadcasting – The Fox Sports Networks; the
ESPN-ABC family of networks and CBS and
NBC each running their own sports channel,
there had to be a way to find a regular niche
for harness racing, even if it meant buying
the time and producing the show ourselves. I
was widely called out of touch and behind the
times, totally unaware of the current marketplace. “Nobody watches TV anymore.” “With
Netflix, Hulu and Amazon Prime (Wasn’t he
one of the Transformers?), who needs cable or
satellite?” “It’s all about Social Media,” someone else explained to me. As Bobby Moynihan’s Drunk Uncle character on Saturday
Night Live would say, “Yeah? Well Twitter me
this.”
I was introduced to curling back in the
late 1980s while doing stand-up in Alberta,
Canada. Whether I was in Lethbridge,
Edmonton, Calgary or Fort McMurray (a
good indication of the success of my comedy
career), the cities stopped in the afternoon to
watch something that was at the time called
the Labatt Brier. Now sponsored by Tim
Horton’s, it is the Canadian National Cham-

pionship, with teams from each province
competing. It is a sport that involves sliding
42 lb. hunks of granite down ice which can
be swept with a broom to speed or slow or
curl the rock. They are aimed at what looks
like an archery target painted on the ice. It
was a fun way to spend the afternoon, eating
French fries with brown gravy and drinking
Labatts, cheering every time Team Alberta
curled hack weight to score three in an end
with the hammer, but in the 30 years since,
I have pretty much ignored curling, except
at Winter Olympics time (And if you think
you need to run to a translator, think about
a curling fan trying to decipher, “Advanced
three-wide with a quick brush under a lefthand drive before getting steppy).
A couple months ago, while flipping through
sports channels, I saw NBC Sports offering
something called Curling Night in America. It
turned out to be an International competition,
made for TV, that was being aired in weekly
segments. I started watching. And I enjoyed
it. There was competition, there were decent
personality pieces on the athletes and there
were short tutorial pieces on how the game
is played. In other words, curling was doing
exactly what I think harness racing should be
doing. So I did some research.
The United States Curling Association
sponsored the event, which I learned is in
its third season on TV. How popular is curling? Well, this item from the press release
of the host Duluth Curling Club makes you
wonder, “Draws are 9:15, 1pm, and 6:30pm
each day. Club members are encouraged to
come down and fill the 324 seats set up on
the ice. The night-time games need the most
help, as daytime ones will have students from
around the Northland filling them.” 324 seats?
Certainly Yonkers could rival that on a weekend night.
The programs are produced by World Curling TV and then packaged by Carr-Hughes
Productions, a company out of…wait for it…
Saratoga Springs, New York. How popular is
the show? “With nearly 2 million viewers for
season two, almost double the audience from

the first year, the ‘Curling Night in America’
series has developed a rabid following and
serves as a significant promotional vehicle for
curling clubs across the country,” said Rick
Patzke, chief executive officer of USA Curling,
in an article on worldcurling.org.
So let’s compare and contrast. Both
harness racing and curling have their own,
sometimes confusing, lingo, something
Curling Night in America has clearly overcome to reach 2,000,000 viewers. Both sports
require highly specialized equipment that
may seem odd to most people. Both sports
require strong-minded strategy, either by the
harness drivers or by the skips, who captain
the curling squads. Both sports have the
equivalent of the photo finish, although curling uses what looks like a giant compass from
geometry class to measure winners when
needed. Both sports have a small, but rabid
following that needs to grow. But there is one
huge difference.
Curling simply doesn’t provide anywhere
near the action or excitement that harness
racing does. Harness horses regularly exceed
35 miles per hour. A curling stone reaches a
speedy top end of nine miles an hour.
A curling draw lasts two hours, with eight
or 10 ends of 16 stones each. There is lots of
down time. A harness racing card contains
10-14 races and takes three to four hours.
Certainly an entire card of eight to 10 races
could be edited easily to that two hour window,
still allowing time for personality pieces and
background on equipment and so on. Would
the United States Trotting Association take a
chance on producing such a show? Or would
a private producer? Have representatives of
Carr-Hughes ever been to Saratoga Harness?
I have no idea. What I do know is that while
our sport has bemoaned the lack of television viewers and determined it is the wrong
medium for the sport, another niche sport has
come to the opposite conclusion and done so
successfully.
Or perhaps we combine the two, finding a
way to fill the down time between races. Now
go sweep. Err, cash. See you next month.
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Is the pursuit of live harness racing on TV worthwhile?
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
When Keith Gisser emailed me that he
was going to write about racing being on TV,
it served as a good reminder that I was planning to put forth some thoughts on this topic.
I’m not against live racing broadcast to the
masses via cable, satellite or even network
television, but I have some reservations.
The Meadowlands recently concluded a
run of five one-hour Thursday night broadcasts on local sports network SNY. Viewers were treated to the final three races on
the card accompanied by multiple on-air
personalities to guide them through the
races.
All in all, there was a good flow to the
broadcast, but to appeal to a general audience there needs to be less focus on racing
and more human and equine interaction.
Some ideas that immediately pop into my
head are:
• Post parades should be done by the
hosts instead of the track announcer. The
announcer must follow a certain format
since the races are being simulcast via
ADWs, etc. The hosts could provide insight
into the horses as they parade; notes on
equipment; how the horses look; tidbits of
personal information; etc.
• More driver and trainer interviews. We
need to see/hear more from the people and
horses in the paddock. One of the biggest
issues in the sport is negative perception of
what goes on behind the scenes and the more
time spent in the paddock, the better.
• How about placing a microphone on a
different driver during each night so we
can get some sound bites of what is going on
during the races?
In no way is the above meant to criticize
the job that was done but more to provide an
outside view of how it perhaps could be even
better.
Looking at the issue from another viewpoint, perhaps the thinking that live
harness racing needs to be on TV is flawed.
On its own, is the product a viable entertainment viewing option for the general public?
Sadly, I would think not.
For me, we would be better off using funds
to produce custom videos for the internet or
even 30-minute segments for TV on the various human and equine stars in the sport.
Wouldn’t a 30-minute special on Wiggle It
Jiggleit, maybe highlighting his race day
activities and his potential ascent to the top
of the harness world, attract at least a few
non-racing folks? How about a driver roundtable where they discuss strategy and other
general topics?
In many ways, what Ryan Macedonio has
done with his Trotcast broadcasts, asking

Hall of Famer Herve Filion going over one of his drives in a video shot back in 1988.

oddball type questions of the various participants in harness racing, is something that
could truly appeal to an outside audience.
What if we had a match race where both
drivers wear Go Pro cameras? We could
have a split screen with shots of both driver
cameras and a pan shot. Wouldn’t that
make for good YouTube entertainment to a
general audience if the drivers trash-talked
a bit? Honestly, it doesn’t even have to be a
real race. Think of it as putting on a show
like the WWE, or whatever the top wrestling
organization is nowadays (I haven’t watched
since the WWF in the 1980s).
One of the more entertaining harness
videos I’ve seen is of Herve Filion talking
about the races as he is driving in them.
This video was shot back in 1988. Now 30
years later, surely technology has improved
to the point where we can have audio and
video from the drivers in action, live. Or at
least take the footage and use it to create
commercials for the sport for various mediums to attract a wider audience.
It seems to me that we just need to try
something different. I love harness racing,
so it is easy to convince me to watch a race.
The sooner we realize that just because we
have racing on TV doesn’t mean that people
are going to watch it, the better chance we’ll
have at moving forward as an industry.

Odds and ends…
I sure hope The Meadowlands names a
race in honor of Sam McKee. After some
thought on this end, the U.S. Pacing Championship seems like a perfect fit to become

the Sam McKee Memorial. It is a race on
the biggest day in the sport (Hambletonian
Day), with the fastest pacers in the sport, for
a man who announced the fastest race in the
history of the sport. Works for my logic.
I wasn’t at all surprised to see Darlinonthebeach and Pure Country on the list of
eligibles to the Graduate series for 4-yearolds this year. With Betting Line retired to
stud duty and no other standouts from 2016
on colt side, it seems like a very smart decision.
What did surprise me a bit is Pure Country also being nominated to the U.S. Pacing
Championship and William Haughton
Memorial. It is one thing for a 4-year-old filly
to beat her male peers but another to expect
a win versus Wiggle It Jiggleit and older
foes. Though, to my points above, wouldn’t
it make for a nice story to put together a
segment on?
If you haven’t tried out the new harness
racing game for Apple or Android products,
you’re missing out. Off And Pacing allows
users to breed horses, manage their own
stable and watch them race. The game is still
in beta mode but should be launched in the
coming weeks. You can get in on the action
by emailing Ryan@thefarmventures.com or
finding them on Twitter @AndPacing. I’ll
have much more on the game as it nears an
official launch.

Stratton feeling good heading into round two of Levy series
By Jay Bergman
Breaking into any driving colony is difficult. It takes patience and hard work, but
more importantly it takes efficiency when
given the chance. Jordan Stratton was an
up and coming driver heading into 2016 at
Yonkers Raceway. The events in the early
spring catapulted him to headliner and Stratton hasn’t lost a step.
“I think the success I had in the Levy has
made the biggest difference,” Stratton said in
regard to the quality and quantity of horses
he’s driving today.
“I don’t know if any horse will be able to do
what Bit Of A Legend N did last year,” said
Stratton, referring to a horse that swept all
preliminary legs of the arduous series and
then captured the final.
Stratton and Bit Of A Legend N (Race 7,
post 3) are back for round two of the Levy
series this Saturday night at Yonkers and the
driver is more than happy with the direction
the defending champion is going in.
“I thought that was a big effort finishing
second over that track,” Stratton said about
the 1:53 3/5 mile by Bit Of A Legend N behind
winner Soto. “If you put him into the other
divisions I think he would have won.”
Bit Of A Legend N will obviously not sweep
this year’s edition, but he’ll get a chance at
some quick redemption in the seventh race
and second $50,000 Levy division on Saturday. Thus far the 8-year-old import has two
thirds and a second in his three starts, but
appears to be closing in on the kind of form
that saw him win 13 times in 2016 and earn in
excess of $723K.
Last year at this time Bit Of A Legend N
was making a name for himself. Stratton has
another from the Pete Tritton stable that has
been exceptional this season. Provocativeprincen, a solid winner in the first leg of the
Levy and undefeated this year in four starts,
landed the pole in the third division (Race 9)
on the program and faces a quality field that
includes first round winner Missile J (post 3)
and the rugged Take It Back Terry (post 6)
making his first appearance in the series.
“I think the trip worked out well for him
last week. I think he’s a horse you can come
first over with,” said Stratton. “He’s a bit on
the lazy side but I think that’s a good thing.”
Last week Provocativeprincen needed some
encouragement when Stratton pulled him on
the backstretch, but once the driver got his
attention he was all business.
Stratton hopes he can get a bounce-back
effort from Santa Fe Beachboy (post 4) in the
first Levy division on Saturday night carded
as race six. “I got stuck behind McWicked
last week. If he could have gotten me to the
stretch, I think we would have been fine,”
Stratton said, referring to the lack of racing
luck sitting behind an odds-on choice that
succumbed into the final turn. “I think he
can go with these.”
Stratton will see action on Friday night in
all three $40,000 legs of the Blue Chip Matchmaker series, but at least one horse, Al Raza

Mike Lizzi

Provocativeprincen splashes home with Jordan Stratton to win a division of the Levy.

Matt Rose and Derick Giwner take a look at two of the four Levy races on Saturday.

N (post 3), may still be a few weeks away. “It’s
tough coming back and making your first
start against these mares,” said Stratton of
Al Raza N. Her path to the winner’s circle
could be on hold, especially with the depth of
her division that includes first-round winner
Shesjustadelight N (post 1) and the $731K
career earner Sandbetweenurtoes (post 4).
The Tritton-trained Mackenzie A raised
some eyebrows finishing a brisk second in the
Open Handicap on February 24 at Yonkers
in her maiden North American voyage. The
5-year-old daughter of Rock N Roll Heaven
has since added Lasix.
“She was much better last week,” said

Stratton. “She finished with a lot of pace
along the inside. I think she’s back to the way
she felt that first start.”
MacKenzie A drew the pole in the sixth race
and second division on Friday. She’ll meet a
solid field that includes first leg winner Mach
It A Par (post 5) as well as the Rene Allardtrained Wrangler Magic (post 3), an Open
Handicap winner at Yonkers in January.
Sell A Bit N (post 4) is an outsider in the
final Blue Chip Matchmaker division Friday.
“I think when she’s on her game she can go
with these,” said Stratton, while at the same
time not suggesting the import has regained
the edge she had last spring.

