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Shaking my head after the USTA Board meetings
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
Let me begin by stating that I wish I could
be writing a much different column this week
following the annual meetings of the United
States Trotting Association. In addition, my
reaction has nothing to do with my personal
opinion as to the candidate that Russell
Williams was or the President that he will be.
My disappointment and frustration is mired in
the process and the events that took place on
this past Monday.
Ideally, I would have come away from the
just completed meetings of the United States
Trotting Association filled with a combination
of surprise and hope for the future. Unfortunately, I witnessed what I could only describe
as more of the same and I am hardly surprised.
My frustration far exceeds the Presidential
election, but that is where I will begin.
In the months leading up to election, those
in racing were privy to an invigorating and
open experience where each candidate was
given ample opportunity to reach out to listeners through social media, editorials and even
a debate which was streamed live through
the “Post Time with Mike and Mike” online
radio broadcast. One of the hosts of that show,
Michael Carter, confirmed that 1,053 listeners
tuned in to the debate. Of course the problem
was that the vast majority of those listeners had no say in the outcome of the election
as only the U.S.T.A. Directors have a right to
vote, of which 54 exercised that right and I can
only hope that the vast majority of directors

listened to the debate.
Unfortunately, the debate and the openness
of this campaign was the best part of the entire
process. First and foremost, the U.S.T.A.
has formally known since January 27 that
there would be five candidates for the Presidency. Conceivably, they have known longer
than that. Yet despite that, they didn’t know
the proper procedure for voting in the event
when more than two candidates declare for an
election. It was originally announced that a
plurality would decide the election, essentially
whomever had the most votes would win. Not
until during the actual voting and tabulation
of the votes was it announced that a majority of the 54 directors was needed to decide
the election. Thus, one candidate required 28
votes to win. How an organization didn’t have
the knowledge of their own voting procedures
is inexcusable. How can anyone take this
process seriously when the organization itself
doesn’t know the proper mechanism for tabulating their own votes?
The election itself boiled down to the concept
of “status-quo” versus “change,” a common
theme in the vast majority of elections contested
today. Russell Williams admittedly referred to
himself as the “establishment candidate,” as
the other four all highlighted significant issues
that needed to be addressed and corrected
while Williams believed the U.S.T.A. was
“doing a great job.” Therefore, a director had
to ask themselves, “do I believe change is necessary or am I content with the current state of
the association?” If the director believes a
change in approach is needed, they needed to
decide which “change” candidate they believed
was the best person for the job.
In the first round of voting, Williams
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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received 22 votes while the other four candidates received a combined 32 votes (17 for Joe
Pennachio, 14 for Jason Settlemoir, 1 for Ryan
Macedonio and none for Freddie Hudson).
Interestingly, the majority of voters believed
a change in approach was necessary. A
second vote was needed to decide the election
and that is where my frustration lies. On the
second ballot, Williams received the necessary 28 votes while Pennachio received 19
and Settlemoir dropped to 7. Therefore, six
directors (mostly Settlemoir supporters) who
on the first ballot believed a major change
was needed, decided to simply move their
vote to the person that was ahead in the first
ballot. Settlemoir and Williams could not
have been any different in terms of the candidates they were. Settlemoir highlighted
several areas of the industry he believed the
association needed to help turnaround in any
way they could, some of the issues being near
catastrophic, especially the number of mares
bred. Williams believed that the five-percent
increase in mares bred in 2016 was the beginning of a turnaround and we needed to build
on what the association is presently doing.
How could someone that voted for Settlemoir on the first ballot change their vote to
Williams on the second? This would be like a
Red Sox fan going to Yankee Stadium, wearing a Red Sox jersey and after his team fell
behind, buying a Yankee jersey in the Yankee
Stadium store and cheering on the Yankees
the rest of the game. Support whomever you
want, I would never criticize a person voting
for the candidate they believe shares their
views. However, changing your vote simply
because your candidate is behind after one
ballot is ridiculous. It leaves the impression
that this is just a process that everyone wants
to get over with so they can hit the blackjack
tables sooner. Stand by your vote!
If the Monday session had a high note, it
was Ryan Macedonio giving a voice to those
in the industry that have grown extremely
frustrated by the present state of harness
racing, going so far as to say that everyone “should be ashamed of themselves” for
allowing U.S.T.A. membership to tumble
from 50,000 members to 16,000. He also cited
that too many people in harness racing are
concerned with “how does this affect me,”
and they aren’t concerned with how issues

overnight races. Would the trainers and
drivers at Yonkers really be struggling to
make ends meet if those races ranged from
$17,500 to $48,000 and instead some money
was put aside for marketing, promotions,
national media coverage, effective social
media platforms, conducting studies on
improving handle, etc.? If Mr. Faraldo is stating that the horsemen of New York shouldn’t
be mandated to allocate funds for a specific
purpose they don’t agree with, then I have no
problem with that argument. But don’t let
that be the end of it. Take the initiative. Since
you have a cash-windfall, take it upon yourself to formulate a plan that you feel would
be beneficial to the health and growth of the
industry. I challenge Mr. Faraldo and horsemen’s representatives everywhere to work
together in determining a method they deem
appropriate for utilizing a miniscule percentage of purse money to enhance the health and
growth of the entire harness racing industry.
To simply throw your hands up and say, “We
have to keep all this money for ourselves
because that’s what the law says,” is pathetic
and quite frankly it’s the easy way out.
Sadly, Mr. Faraldo’s selfish rant wasn’t the
most egregious comment made at the Monday
meetings. There was a moment where social
media exploded and I nearly fell off my chair.
Alan Leavitt, a candidate for Vice Chairman
of the United States Trotting Association said
the following:
“The most essential parts of the harness
racing industry are breeders, racetracks and
owners.”
Mr. Leavitt, there would be no breeders,
no racetracks and no owners if not for your
customers, the betting public. This complete
neglect of the betting public is a direct result
of having casinos at racetracks as the tracks
have become complacent and completely
dependent on slot machine revenue. The
candidate who preached this point was Jason
Settlemoir, who stated, “We need to get the
gambler in the room,” but his supporters
bailed after the first ballot.
It was not the outcome of the elections or
the meetings on Monday that were disappointing. It was the process and the events
that took place. I certainly wish Russell
Williams and all the elected officials well and
hope they help improve the state of harness
racing, but Monday’s events do not have me
feeling very optimistic.

Mark Hall-USTA

Russell Williams was elected as the new
President of the U.S. Trotting Association.

affect the industry’s health as a whole.
That leads me to the next moment that had
me contemplating throwing my laptop out a
window; Director Joe Faraldo stepping up to
the microphone to criticize the Meadowlands
survey request. First, I’ll give Joe credit,
he said exactly what he was worried about,
himself, going so far as to say he was doing
exactly what Ryan Macedonio exclaimed we
shouldn’t be doing. Certainly, Faraldo represents the horsemen of New York and aside
from the well-being of their horses, the horsemen’s main concern are purses, as that is
their livelihood and they don’t want anyone
dipping into their pockets for anything.
Faraldo expressed dissatisfaction with the
U.S.T.A’s name being on the survey and also
criticized the way the question was worded.
In attempt to provide an analogy, Farlado
said, “If you ask someone if they want Joe
Faraldo to pay their taxes, of course they
would say yes.” The reason why that analogy
has no place in this particular issue is that
Joe Faraldo paying my taxes doesn’t help
anybody but me. It doesn’t provide insight
or work towards trying to improve an entire
industry that employs hundreds of thousands of people all across the country. That
is what the Meadowlands survey request was
attempting to do.
This coming weekend at Yonkers Raceway,
the purses range from $18,000 to $50,000, all
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EXPANDED BREEDERS CROWN EDITION

Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE SIRE LINE….

MUSCLE HILL
L i k e Fat h e r , L i k e S o n . . .
In 2016, Muscle Hill two-year-olds alone won
over $3 million with average earnings/starter
of $55,118 and 10 of them were $100,000
ÜiÀÃVÕ`}Ì iV«>À>LiwÞ
ARIANA G 2,1:51.4 ($804,245).
In the sales ring Muscle Hill dominated as well.
At the two major public auctions, his yearlings
averaged $149,952 at Harrisburg (21) and
$114,385 at Lexington .

MERCHANDISER
3, 1:53.4 | Muscle Hill - Majestic Style - Angus Hall

Fee - $4,000

Ontario Sires Stakes Eligible

Now seriously, can you really consider breeding
to a stallion who does not have the Muscle Hill sire line?
In Canada, you must capitalize on this country’s
ONLY son of Muscle Hill…

1049 Butter Road W., Ancaster, ON L9G 3L1 | (905) 462-1960 | Contact Christy Markos with inquiries

Sortie pointing to the Hambletonian for Noel Daley in 2017
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Last October trainer Noel Daley was
extremely optimistic about his 2-year-old trotter Sortie. Heading into the Breeders Crown
at The Meadowlands, Daley believed the son of
Explosive Matter was on schedule and ready
for the moment. A victory in the Crown elimination may have been a surprise to some, but
the trainer had confidence his horse would
perform.
A week later in the final, Sortie didn’t have
the same fire as odds-on favorite Walner
waltzed to victory and the Daley trainee had
to settle for third.
With a light stakes schedule, Sortie finished
out his season with a second-place finish in
the Matron at Dover, something Daley had not
expected.
“I really thought he should have been better
and won the Matron. Take nothing away
from Snowstorm Hanover,” Daley said. “I just
thought we had the better horse.”
Sortie finished his freshman campaign
with more than $122K in the bank and a 1:55
mark taken in the Breeders Crown elimination. With two wins in eight starts some could
be disappointed, but Daley is looking ahead
and not back. He sees the potential for a big
year in 2017.
“I definitely see him as a top five horse in all
the major stakes races,” Daley said of Sortie,
who is back in training and on schedule.
“I trained him in (2):20 the other day and
he’s acting well,” Daley said.
Sortie is eligible in Pennsylvania and that
could be a starting point, but sights are set
higher.
“He’s a big athletic horse. Sometimes he can
be aggressive and hard to settle,” Daley said of
Sortie, a colt that made breaks in three of his
first four races before catching on towards the
end of the season.
For Daley, this could be déjà vu all over
again, as it was for Sortie’s sire Explosive
Matter during his 3-year-old campaign. The
sire had to deal with the unbeatable Muscle
Hill during his sophomore season and it
appears as if Sortie will have to go through the
impressive Walner if he’s to garner headlines
in 2017.
“The plan is to have him ready for the big
races,” Daley said. “But you never know how
that’s going to work itself out.”
Indeed, history suggests that despite the
best efforts of the top trainers and drivers, it’s
the horses that tell the story and sometimes
they have good days and other times bad ones.
While Explosive Matter couldn’t beat Muscle
Hill on the racetrack, he does have the edge
when it comes to being the stallion counterpart to Sortie’s mom. Sortie, a $65,000 yearling
purchase at the Lexington Selected sale in
2015, was the fifth foal from Win B, a daughter
of Tagliabue. The mare’s fourth foal was a son

Sortie won his Breeders Crown elimination before finishing third in the final.
of Muscle Hill that was a 2-year-old winner but
earned less than $10K in his racing career.
Win B was a solid stakes winner for Bob
Blanton Jr. and captured the Currier & Ives
in 2004, among a host of wins in Pennsylvania
that year.
Sortie is heavily staked but Daley appears
to be taking a conservative track towards the
first Saturday in August, at least that’s what
it appears at this stage of the season. “I think
we’ll skip the Goodtimes (June) with him but
have him eligible for the Canadian Trotting
Classic (September),” said Daley, obviously
wanting to keep Sortie close to home prior to
the Hambletonian date in August.
With the trotting stakes season still a few
months ahead, Daley has been having great
success in the early portion of the year, especially with the pacing mare he owns outright,
Delightful Dragon. The 6-year-old daughter of
Bettor’s Delight was bred and owned by Adam
Victor & Son through her early career but
was purchased by Daley and the late William
Weaver III in January of 2015.
Delightful Dragon had generations of
Daley’s personal involvement. She’s a daughter of Little Miss Dragon, a winner of more
than $750K during her brilliant racing career
under Daley’s care.
After winning nearly six-figures last
season, Delightful Dragon has kicked off the
first two months of 2017 impressively with two
wins in seven starts and more than $50,000 in
the bank.
JAYWALKING: It was nice to see the SOA
of New York extend its bonus a few extra
weeks for membership to enjoy an extra purse
boost. It makes you wonder though why some
of those additional funds couldn’t be used to
help boost the track’s waning handle figures?
While some horsemen only appear to be

Nikki Sherman

interested in the benefits of receiving large
checks for not winning races at Yonkers, it
may be time for changes to help bring back
bettors that have totally given up watching or
wagering on the product.
It’s impossible to blame anything other
than complacency for the current dilemma.
Watching race after race settle before the
quarter and not pick up again until the three
quarters, with horses out of contention at the
start and never getting close, is hardly an
incentive to get involved financially for those
not collecting purse checks.
I watched in horror as race by race no
driver pulled before the third turn and even
then it was a horse coming first over from
fifth or sixth.
I’m the last person that wants to go back
to the old days, but there is no longer time to
watch and wonder what has gone wrong.
It is the passing lane. Period.
The passing lane continues to assist those
that do very little work while essentially
handicapping those that do the most work.
That’s sort of backwards if you ask me.
Why should those sitting in the two or
three-hole and never leaving the inside have
an edge or a guaranteed right of passage in
the homestretch while the second and thirdover horses must go three wide on the tight
final turn just to smell the leader?
Whatever the “good” intentions were of
opening up the stretch, there should be ample
results by now that show it has led to the
destruction of competition during a majority
of the race.
We’re still not sure when Yonkers viewers will see the finish line moved. Perhaps
when that day comes the passing lane will be
closed permanently.

Knowledge gained from my working trip to Las Vegas

Trainer Tony Alagna coming back from a training trip with Captain’s Wench, a full sister to Captaintreacherous.

EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
Bright lights and people dressed up in
cartoonish outfits were the norm on the Las
Vegas strip during my venture west for the
Dan Patch Awards and United States Trotting
Association Board Meetings. Along the way I
picked up a couple of nuggets of information
and certainly formed some opinions which
seemed worth sharing.
It still boggles my mind that USHWA (United
States Harness Writers Association) refuses
to hold off announcing the winners of its Dan
Patch awards until the night of the banquet. A
motion was made this year to simply hold off
announcing the Pacer, Trotter and Horse of
the Year until the night of the awards. Unfortunately it was voted down 20-15 (a two-thirds
majority was needed).
I think most people would be shocked by
the number of trainers and drivers during the
weekend who individually expressed concern
over some industry-wide issues. Some were
concerned about “beards” and integrity, while
others simply agreed with the notion that
from an entertainment standpoint the sport
falls well short. Now if only all of these people
could band together to make change rather
than speak about it in the shadows.
Driver Brian Sears, who hasn’t been seen on
the track since November due to eye surgery,

informed me that he doesn’t expect to return
to racing until the second week of April.
Conversely, Tim Tetrick came back fulltime at Dover on Tuesday (2/28) and said
he plans on racing mainly at the Delaware
oval and add in Yonkers Raceway during the
weekend once the Blue Chip Matchmaker and
George Morton Levy Series begin. Tetrick
added that the vacation certainly recharged
his batteries and he is ready to go. By the way,
Tetrick will be at Pompano Park on Saturday
night to drive in some Pro-Am races.
While attending the opening day of the
USTA Board of Directors meeting, I was a
bit surprised by the number of representatives who left the meeting after the vote for
President and group picture. As the panel on
Out of Competition Testing and Uniformity
in Racing wound down, nearly half (25 of 54)
Directors were out of the room. Personally
I understand that we listen to these same
topics over and over while nothing gets done,
but perhaps if the key players stayed in the
room we would have a better chance. To me,
if you signed on to be a director, you should sit
through every meeting possible.
This didn’t happen in Vegas, but I got a
glimpse of a 2-year-old filly named Sports Eye
(Sportswriter-Unsolved Mystery) while watching trainer Tony Alagna’s babies train. As
someone who worked for the company since
1996, I know I’ll follow the Brittany farmsowned youngster. Another trainee in the same
set was Captain’s Wench, a full sister to the
great Captaintreacherous. Early reports are
strong for the $230,000 Lexington purchase.
Switching back to Vegas talk, Yonkers COO

Derick Giwner

and VP Bob Galterio didn’t have an immediate answer for when the finish line would
be moved but seemed interested in seeing it
completed sooner rather than later. According to reports, the main issue is getting the
proper camera.
Staying with Yonkers, at least one horseman, Ray Schnittker, was very much in favor
of removing the passing lane from the track as
a way of making the races more entertaining
at the Westchester oval. He also admitted that
while at first he was against them, the 1 1/4
mile added distance trotting races which are
simulcast to France are growing on him. “It
doesn’t seem to have any affect on my horses,”
said Schnittker. “They finish in the same
place they should regardless of the distance.”
Wakizashi Hanover returns to the races
on Thursday night at Dover Downs. Jo Ann
Looney-King reports that he is ready to roll
and that the 5-year-old is headed to the Levy
series at Yonkers in a couple of weeks. “We’ve
taken it very slowly with him and hope that he
is finally right,” said Looney-King about the
$1.3 million career winner.
For those that enjoy handicapping, the passing of a rule to notate in past performance
lines when a horse starts in the second tier is
a nice addition. This was one of nine approved
rules, including another to standardize pylon
violations.
Finally, I’m not sure he would have been
my choice but it is clear to me that Russell
Williams has the best interests of the sport at
heart. Hopefully he is able to bring the industry together to some extent as the new head of
the USTA.
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Andover Hall continues to be a producer of champions
STALLION SPOTLIGHT

By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Hitting a home run is often the term used
by those in the industry that purchase yearlings and look to win the most prestigious
races. In order to swing for the fences, those
looking for top trotters need to find the
best blood. Andover Hall, now a veteran at
Hanover Shoe Farms, has combined the best
of bloodlines with an impressive look. What
he has produced is a rarity in the sense that
he’s been able to send out horses in North
America and Europe to win the sport’s most
prestigious events.
It’s no small feat to sire a Hambletonian
winner as Andover Hall did back in 2007 with
the fabulous Donato Hanover. At the same
time, there’s a greater degree of difficulty
when you take into account that the now
18-year-old stallion has in fact been responsible for the last two winners of the Elitlopp.
In 2015 it was the exported Magic Tonight
capturing Sweden’s trotting classic and then
in 2016 Nuncio proved his superiority in the
classic held last May.
That Nuncio was just a $7,000 yearling that
has now earned more than $3 million collectively on two continents is representative of
the type of bargain Andover Hall has been
for those looking for quality trotters.
Trainer Noel Daley is no stranger to finding the best from the breed and it hasn’t cost
him six figures.
“I’m not looking to spend six-figures,”
Daley said. “When I first saw Magic Tonight
he had a great look about him at Steve Stewart’s place. The dams’ first foal had sold for
a lot of money but we were able to get Magic
Tonight for $40,000.”
Magic Tonight was a solid campaigner in
North America during his 2 and 3-year-old
season improving each year and then blossomed in Sweden. “He was a good horse and
they gave him time to mature over there,”
Daley said.
Daley also had perhaps the best filly Andover Hall has ever produced in the $1.1 million
winner Cedar Dove. “She was just a natural

Nuncio was the second straight Elitlopp winner by sire Andover Hall.
from day one,” said Daley. “You know when
Andover Hall went to stud he was a big, goodlooking horse with a great pedigree. Both
Cedar Dove and Magic Tonight were on the
medium to small side.”
Cedar Dove captured the Breeders Crown
for sophomore fillies in 2011 at Woodbine.
The highlight of her 2-year-old campaign
was a solid second behind Crys Dream in the
Goldsmith Maid at Woodbine after overcoming post 10.
Cedar Dove is now a broodmare and
Daley is more than excited about what she
may produce. “Carter Duer has her first
foal, a yearling filly by Muscle Hill. There’s
no telling what she might bring. I was very
happy when the owners decided to breed
her to Explosive Matter in 2016. She has
to be the best quality mare that he’s ever
bred.”
The Muscle Hill-Cedar Dove yearling filly
is named When Dovescry, a tribute to the
recently deceased pop star Prince.
As accomplished as Andover Hall is as a

stallion, there is no doubt his fillies are in
line to make him a top broodmare sire as
well. Certainly if the aforementioned When
Dovescry turns out it will further his standing, but he’s already produced the millionaires Classic Martine and Archangel. The
latter has a 1:50 mark for his sire Credit
Winner.
The rich blood of Andover Hall has helped
him stand out among his brothers, and
successful sires in their own right, Conway
Hall and Angus Hall. Among the three, his
foals have to compete in the ultra-competitive Pennsylvania Sire Stakes program that
year after year gets flooded with the top trotting sires. Andover Hall continues to produce
solid stakes and raceway horses.
Longevity is earned in this business and
Andover Hall, having produced Donato
Hanover in his first year at stud and coming
up with the International star Nuncio some
seven years later, has proven his worthiness
time and again. For a modest $7,500 fee the
next champion may not be that far away.
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One-on-one with new USTA President Russell Williams
On Monday (2/27), the United States Trotting Association held its annual Board of
Directors meeting. Vice Chairman Russell
C. Williams ran for and won the seat of
President. Derick Giwner sat down with Mr.
Williams to discuss various issues facing the
USTA.

Derick Giwner: Let’s start with the easiest of
questions, did you think you were going to
win going in?
Russell C. Williams: I didn’t know. I worked
pretty hard to prepare for it and I felt like I
did my best and would take my chances.
DG: You’ve said that you are the establishment candidate. What do you say to the
people that want change and are looking for
different things to happen at the USTA?
RW: That’s easy. The establishment is already
accomplishing change. The trouble is at the
USTA we don’t take time out to publicize to
our members what we are doing. There is
plenty of other work to do. One of the things
that I want to do is get those points across
to people. Marketing for example--We are
already doing very sophisticated marketing
and are ready to build out on several separate
marketing platforms. We have an incredible
amount of marketing data that can be mined
and worked with. We are data rich and we are
pretty sophisticated as a result of our Converseon experience. We are ready to go on this.
If we do use consulting firms, I think it should
be the way you use a law firm. When you can
define an issue, you get it resolved.
DG: So you feel the USTA hasn’t done a good
enough job communicating the changes they
instituted over the years?
RW: Yes, and the things they are working on
now. Many Directors never go to the head
office except for a meeting and see what the
staff, a very talented staff, is actually working on. They stay busy. They don’t just put on
meetings for us. There is a lot of good news
there that people just don’t know.
DG: You’ve said that the Board is fine at 60
members. Do you feel in any way that it
makes the decision making process more
difficult?
RW: We saw that we had to have a couple
of ballots today; that type of thing happens.
First of all, we want proper track representation on the board. How can we reduce that
number when there are even more tracks
than that? They are owned by different
segments of the gaming industry; some are
not owned by gaming companies at all, but
most are. So they are competitors. Are they

going to agree to just cut it down to three or
something?
DG: Is it possible to cut one person from
each segment; one from New York, one from
Pennsylvania, and so on? Cut them evenly
across the board to pare it down?
RW: If it is possible, we haven’t found a way
yet. We’ve looked at it. And the same thing
with the horsemen’s side. There are different
problems and different geographical regions,
and if you cut those people off, they are not
getting the representation they need. So, it
works fine. There are no serious problems
that I’m aware of that comes from having a
60-person board.
DG: You have stated that the USTA can
only do so much. What kind of change do
you think you can bring to the USTA? What
programs do you have on your mind for the
future?
RW: I’m not one that says the USTA can only
do so much. I think it would be impractical
to pursue a program of making it the ruling
organization of the entire sport. I don’t see
how it would be possible, but I think we can
be the think-tank. We can be the planner.
We can be a place where every voice in the
sport can be heard and be plugged into that
process. So that would be the first thing I’d
like to look into; maximizing things along
those lines.
DG: You have said that the USTA is doing as
good a job as they can do, from what I’ve
heard.
RW: Well, I probably did say that. If I had
time to think about it, I would say they have
done a better job than anyone realizes.
DG: That is where you take your biggest hit.
Whether on social media or in other circles,
you are viewed as the guy who is going to do
the things as they have always been done.
That said, I do think there are some ideas
that you put forth during the campaign and
debate which showed promise.
RW: There are many things that can be done.
Another point, and maybe this comes from
being on here (the Board) for 20 years, but if
you want something to happen, you have to
build it carefully. It has to be a well-prepared
plan. You have to start talking to the right
people and get them on board; it is political.
But in a good way, because you can achieve
consensus if you present things in the right
light. There was a good example of that today. No one disagrees that we should be putting money and energy into marketing, but
when you have this sort of general, vague

resolution (asking USTA members whether
money should be set aside for marketing)
coming from The Meadowlands, it is impossible to embrace it. What happens to the
money? Even assuming we can do it, which is
a problem in Pennsylvania.
DG: Wasn’t the resolution today just to question the members and not a call for money?
Asking for money and asking whether it is a
good idea to ask for money are two separate
issues, no?
RW: Yes, but the USTA doesn’t want to ask
its members anything that isn’t complete. It
is so incomplete that it is a question we don’t
want to ask.
DG: So the question simply needs to be more
specific as to what the goals are?
RW: Yes, and what would be done, because
there are a lot of different approaches to
take.
DG: It is nice to see that you have the support
of Jason Settlemoir (who just finished congratulating him during the interview). I didn’t
see whether Joe Pennacchio congratulated
you, or others?
RW: He did. But we all talked beforehand and
said that we had to be ready if another person wins, to support them, because there is
a lot of important work to do. We all agreed
on that.
DG: All anyone can hope for is that you are
open minded to new ideas. I think we all
want the same thing, to see harness racing
prosper.
RW: I agree, and my perception is that our
ability to work together is far better than it
has been; at least in the last 20 years. Actually, we didn’t have to work together in the
distant past. It was okay to be vulcanized.
But that is no longer possible. And we have
learned to come together on things.
DG: Can the USTA be that force that brings
the factions of horsemen and tracks together
to work to a common goal?
RW: Not the entire force, but we are already
having that effect and it is quite impressive.
If you know the players on the board, you see
how they are starting to align themselves,
cooperate and give up on feuds and things
like that.
DG: Even in the vote today, you got 28 votes,
just enough to win. It is not like it was a landslide. Everyone is still fractioned off.
RW: It was a parliamentary sort of vote. I
think I can win most of them over in time.

