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Pierce at peace with retirement decision
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Ron Pierce wasn’t hurrying to make the
first post at Harrah’s Philadelphia. He wasn’t
on his way to the airport to catch a flight out
of town for a major race. He wasn’t in between
shifts going from his daytime job to his nighttime job. No, Ron Pierce was cutting down
some branches when the phone rang and he
seemed rather content.
“I’m doing some yard work,” Pierce said
when asked if there was going to be an end to
his retirement and a return to the sulky.
I saw Pierce in November at the Breeders
Crown and the Hall of Fame driver looked as
fit and sharp as I’ve ever seen him. Despite
his so-called advancing age Pierce looked
good enough to intercept a passing sulky and
return to the track for the biggest event.
On the track Pierce always appeared fearless in two senses of the word. Not only was he
unafraid to challenge with abandon, he was
also not intimidated by the size of the purse
or the pressure of the moment. So many of
Pierce’s biggest drives and biggest wins came
when he asserted a “sixth sense” and made a
power move that surprised his seasoned opponents.
You have to be mentally tough and physically tough to play in any sport for a length
of time and Pierce seemed to exemplify those
characteristics throughout his more than
30-year career as a driver of standardbreds.

Hall of Famer Ron Pierce guided the
winners of more than $215 million.
“It’s a dangerous sport,” Pierce said of his
former career. “People can’t tell from watching from the grandstand but when you get
thrown and hit the ground it hurts.”
Pierce wasn’t often on the ground throughout his career unless you count his dismounts
in the winner’s circle. Yet like almost every
driver that has ever competed he’s been
involved in accidents that can impact your
body.
For years Pierce had neck and back issues
that he simply dealt with. The mark of
manhood for many is the ability to shake off
pain or realistically play with it. Whether
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Happily retired Ron Pierce discusses his top five trotters
CONTINUED from page 1

Pierce was in discomfort or not on the racetrack there were few in the grandstand that
would know. His level of performance never
seemed to slip.
Today, Pierce has a mindset that thinks
of life away from the track, but more importantly he is aware of his current health and
wants to maintain it.
“The doctor that did the operation on my
neck didn’t know what I did for a living,”
Pierce said. “When he found out he told me
what the risks of continuing would be.”
Those risks were something Pierce had
to take seriously, even if he had somehow
ignored them and competed before.
“They put pieces in my neck and pieces
in my back that are holding me together,”
Pierce said. “If I would hit the track now I’d
break into a thousand pieces. I don’t want to
be in a wheelchair the rest of my life.”
So Pierce will stay away from the sulky
in the future but he’s not short of recollecting the past that saw him drive some of the
sport’s biggest stars and win some of its
biggest races numerous times.
In going through his top five trotters of all
time Pierce started off with the 2007 Hambletonian winner Donato Hanover.
“He has to be right up there,” said Pierce of
the near flawless Donato Hanover, a winner
of nearly $3 million with a 1:50 1/5 career
mark.
“You know I think if he had raced Muscle
Hill on a regular basis the two of them would
have split the wins,” Pierce said. “He had that
kind of speed.”
Muscle Hill was born a few years later
and Pierce was often right behind him with
Explosive Matter, another star performer
that finished second in the Hambletonian.
“Explosive Matter was a very good horse
with a very good mouth that gave you his best
every time he raced,” said Pierce.
Perhaps one of Pierce’s best drives came in
the 2010 Hambletonian where he sat behind
elimination runner-up Muscle Massive in the
final and engineered a 6-1 upset. With Muscle
Massive Pierce was the only one in the field
unafraid to test the inside speed of Cassis,
the second choice in the $1.5 million contest.
That move would put Muscle Massive in
the pocket and would allow him to sprint to
victory ahead of Lucky Chucky.

lisa photo

Muscle Massive is shown winning the 2010 Hambletonian.
years since Pierce last drove in a race.
“I always knew there would come a time,”
said Pierce, now 60, “That I wouldn’t have the
same reflexes to go out there.”
Pierce recognizes that others still do but
he believes he’s put his body through enough
physically and would like to enjoy the rest of
his life upright and with limited pain.
Our society rewards those who show the
theoretical toughness to play in pain and risk
their lives for our entertainment. It takes a
different kind of person to recognize when
their time has arrived and whether taking
one more step on the racetrack could be their
last.
Ron Pierce made an enormous amount of
right moves on the racetrack. His decision to
leave it at this time may have been his best
move yet.

“Muscle Massive was a very talented colt,”
said Pierce.
“Tom Ridge was one of the fastest trotters
I ever drove,” said Pierce of the underrated
son of Muscles Yankee that took a 1:50 2/5
record winning the World Trotting Derby at
DuQuoin in 2004, defeating Cantab Hall in
the process.
American
Winner’s
Hambletonian
victory in 1993 was the first of Pierce’s three
successes in the sport’s biggest race and it
helped him gain the recognition required to
gain entry into the elite club. Pierce’s coolness in the sulky driving American Winner
no doubt improved his standing among the
training colony and led him to a career that
saw him guide the winners of more than $215
million.
In a couple of weeks it will be a full two
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
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Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

IT’S ALL ABOUT THE SIRE LINE….

MUSCLE HILL
L i k e Fat h e r , L i k e S o n . . .
In 2016, Muscle Hill two-year-olds alone won
over $3 million with average earnings/starter
of $55,118 and 10 of them were $100,000
ÜiÀÃVÕ`}Ì iV«>À>LiwÞ
ARIANA G 2,1:51.4 ($804,245).
In the sales ring Muscle Hill dominated as well.
At the two major public auctions, his yearlings
averaged $149,952 at Harrisburg (21) and
$114,385 at Lexington .

MERCHANDISER
3, 1:53.4 | Muscle Hill - Majestic Style - Angus Hall

Fee - $4,000

Ontario Sires Stakes Eligible

Now seriously, can you really consider breeding
to a stallion who does not have the Muscle Hill sire line?
In Canada, you must capitalize on this country’s
ONLY son of Muscle Hill…

1049 Butter Road W., Ancaster, ON L9G 3L1 | (905) 462-1960 | Contact Christy Markos with inquiries

Explosive Matter holding solid footing in trotting ranks
STALLION SPOTLIGHT

By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay

With just three crops that have made it to
the sophomore ranks young stallion Explosive Matter appears to hold solid footing in
the trotting ranks. From those first three
crops came the 2015 Hambletonian winner
Pinkman, himself a lifetime winner in excess
of $2.5 million. That’s an impressive average
no matter how you slice it in a sport that
seems to be leaning more heavily towards the
Muscles Yankee line of sires.
Explosive Matter, now 11, has always had
a lot to overcome beginning from his days on
the racetrack. Few horses have had his ability and less notoriety and that has much to do
with the competition he faced.
“We just couldn’t beat Muscle Hill,” said
Ron Pierce, his regular driver during his
years on the track in 2008 and 2009. “I tried
to sit on his back. I tried to come from off the
pace and nothing worked.”
Nonetheless Explosive Matter completed a
two-year career with more than $1.5 million
in the bank and a most impressive record.
Pierce picked up the drive late in the
2-year-old campaign and guided the son of
Cantab Hall-Fireworks Hanover to victory
in the Matron Stakes before running into
Muscle Hill in the Breeders Crown final and
finishing a valiant second.
“He was a very easy horse to drive. Had
great manners and did what you wanted him
to do,” said Pierce, recalling his time in the
bike.
With five wins in six starts as a freshman
Explosive Matter more than indicated what
talent he had and showed it off as a 3-year-old.
A solid second in the Hambletonian, Canadian Trotting Classic and Breeders Crown,
Explosive Matter captured the $500,000 Colonial at Chester in 2009 and completed his
North American racing career with a victory
in the Bluegrass at Lexington’s Red Mile.
While many of today’s breeders are looking for the Muscles Yankee line through his
son Muscle Hill, those looking to incorporate

World Wide Racing Photos

Explosive Matter completed a two-year career with more than $1.5 million earned.
the line can get it in a different way through
Explosive Matter. Fireworks Hanover, the
dam of Explosive Matter, is a daughter of
Muscles Yankee that has produced five in
under 1:58 from her first eight foals.
On the top half of the pedigree is a son of
Cantab Hall, widely accepted as one of the
premier trotting stallions of the last generation. Cantab Hall is the most successful
son of the great Self Possessed, a horse that
pretty much left it all on the racetrack and
never became the acclaimed stallion many
had expected. Self Possessed was a son of the
ill-fated Victory Dream with the line going
back to Valley Victory.
Explosive Matter’s pedigree is enriched
clearly by generations of Valley Victory blood
and the distance from the stallion has made
him very attractive for mares from a number
of other popular lines.
Success is one of the most difficult things

to measure in the breeding shed as broodmare owners look to mate their mares to the
best possible stallion in order to achieve the
highest yearling prices. Explosive Matter’s
success off the racetrack has in many ways
mirrored his accomplishments on the
track. Given a large book each year he has
produced solid horses that were good enough
to compete on a local level in Pennsylvania
and in epic events such as the Hambletonian.
Given a limited number of what some might
deem “A-List” mares he has produced quality
at a very high level.
Struck By Lindy, a filly from Explosive
Matter’s first crop, finished second in the
juvenile filly Breeders Crown trot in 2013 and
went on to earn more than $500K in a crop
that included Shake It Cerry.
Explosive Matter stands for a $7,500 fee at
Hanover Shoe Farms in Pennsylvania.

ENTRIES & RESULTS
DRF Harness now has entries and results for all
U.S. tracks and live odds for all North American tracks

DRF.com/harness

Louis Philippe Roy making a name for himself on the WEG circuit
By Garnet Barnsdale
This year’s O’Brien award Future Star
winner, Louis Philippe Roy, is living up to
the definition of the award, as he has made
a seamless move to the biggest circuit in
Canada this winter.
Roy, 27, who hails from the small Quebec
town of Mont Jolie, currently sits second in
the Woodbine standings, having won 18 races
from 111 drives (through February 15) since
the start of 2017, trailing only runaway leading driver Doug McNair, who has steered 43
winners. Driving mainly for trainer Rene
Allard, Roy’s drives have amassed more than
$240,000 in the first six weeks of the year.
Roy, who was leading driver at Hippodrome
3R and Rideau Carlton last year, commutes
back and forth to Quebec once a week to keep
the home fires burning. “I live here (Toronto
area) from Thursday to Monday, then I go
back because my girlfriend is in Montreal,”
he explained.
Roy says he plans on moving close to
Mohawk for the summer meet if business

new image media

Louis Phillipe Roy in action on the tough
WEG circuit.

Join

keeps up and hopefully he can bring his girlfriend with him. “I’ll try, but I made her move
from Mont Jolie to Montreal eight months
ago for the races,” he chuckled. “She wants
me to be sure that I am going to stay here for
a long time before she moves again.”
The young driver is clearly thrilled to win
an O’Brien award so early in his career. “It’s
only a year ago when I was watching the
Woodbine races on the internet and the drivers were like NHL stars to me. Now here I am
with them,” said Roy. “To see some of my role
models in harness racing made it a fun night
(at the awards dinner).”
Roy, who started driving on the Quebec
fair circuit when he was 18 years old, has only
been driving professionally for three years.
He drove his first winner in his initial year
on the fair circuit and he remembers it well.
“The horse’s name was Golden Vanity, a
horse I owned with my brother and father,”
he recalled. “It was the first good one that we
had, so he is kind of a special horse to us.”
Despite having enjoyed early success on
the Woodbine/Mohawk circuit, Roy says
there is a noticeable difference in the caliber
of driver there versus what he experienced on
the fair circuit back home. “The drivers here
don’t make many mistakes,” said Roy. “So,
you have to be alert and make sure you make
good decisions and limit your own mistakes.”
He lists driver Pascal Berube, who also
hailed from Mont Jolie, as his idol growing
up. “It’s a small town and I knew him, so I
always followed him and he was a leading
driver at some of the Quebec tracks,” said
Roy.
Roy called the now-retired Domethatagain,
who he tripped-out perfectly to win his final
race last Saturday at Woodbine in 1:50 4/5
before going off to stud, as the best horse he
has driven in his career.
“I feel a bit of pressure tonight,” admitted
Roy before the race. “I hope I don’t give him
a bad trip.”
Clearly he didn’t and he was greeted by
jubilant connections in the winner’s circle
to celebrate the son of Bettor’s Delight’s 27th
and final career win.
Like most other Canadian drivers, the
North America Cup is the race that Roy says

for a huge bonus!

garnet barnsdale

he would most like to win, but part of the
reason is that he prefers driving pacers over
trotters.
“From where I come from, there are only
pacers,” he revealed. “I just started driving
trotters a couple of years ago when I started
as a professional driver. There were no trotters on fair tracks. It kind of feels like driving
a manual car (trotter) versus an automatic
(pacer).”
One thing that has been automatic so
far for Roy has been that success has come
naturally. Wherever he plies his trade, the
personable teamster is one to watch in the
years to come.

Thoughts on the USTA Directors and upcoming election
CONFESSIONS
By Keith Gisser
I don’t know who will win the election to
be U.S. Trotting Association President. I do
know that whichever candidate does win, he
will not issue an Executive Order banning
Australian or New Zealand pacers or French
Trotters from entering the Unites States. I
am also sure that we will not have one candidate win the popular vote and another win
the Electoral vote. That’s because there is
no popular vote. This one goes directly to
the Electoral College, err, Board of Directors. I am also sure the new Commander in
Chief will do a lot of things right, a few things
wrong, and no matter what choices he makes,
he will alienate a portion of our industry.
That is because, despite having five wellqualified candidates, many of the USTA’s
Directors have more interest in regional
issues than in National ones. And, to be
honest, the President of the United States
Trotting Association is less like a Reagan or a
Clinton and more like a Gorbachev. Just like
the Soviet Union after the collapse, harness
racing here is more like the Commonwealth
of Independent States than the United States.
Is it a coincidence that there are 11 members
of the CIS (originally 12) and 12 US states
that host pari-mutuel harness racing (which
might as well be 11 with the limited schedule
in a couple of them)? Maybe not.
The USTA is not a rule-making body. It
is registry that is trying to evolve into a
marketing organization. It can suggest rules,
but cannot mandate. And while that is a problem for another column, let’s be realistic. A

switch to unified racing and medication rules
with a strong National Racing Czar would
be far stronger than what we have now and
would help our sport. But we do not have
that, and that means that whoever wins, they
will face some problems that few other sports
need to deal with.
I will say there has been no “fake news”
when it comes to the fearless five -- Freddie
Hudson, Ryan Macedonio, Joe Pennacchio,
Jason Settlemoir and Russell Williams – who
wish to lead our sport. Each brings his own
personal experience and positions on the
issues, and in my opinion, any of them could
do the job quite well, although each would do
it quite differently. This election has received
plenty of media coverage. The debate on Post
Time with Mike and Mike may have been the
most dynamic piece of harness broadcasting since Amy Hollar appeared on candidate
Macedonio’s TrotCast show. Well done by the
hosts and well done by the candidates.
Perhaps for the first time ever, no Director can claim they do not know where the
candidates stand on the issues. Any Director
who does is simply not paying attention, but
again, we have that regional bias and that
will create a problem. We have 65 Directors
and ALL of them are elected by District. You
can see the list at http://www.ustrotting.
com/directors.cfm. While I appreciate their
willingness to serve, that creates a problem
for our sport and only continues the provincialism that handcuffs us. In order for our
sport to move forward, not only does it need
to elect a dynamic new President with ideas
for the future (again, I believe all five candidates fit that bill, although I do not agree with
all that any of them say), but the U.S.T.A.
needs to start electing At-Large Directors.
Take a look at the list. Whether you like it
or not, an argument can be made for the Electoral College. But how does Pennsylvania

(District 7), with three major tracks, have just
four Directors, while Illinois (District 5), with
one track, has five? I understand that many
states have fair racing at that weighs into the
equation, and that membership is a factor.
But if you look at the big picture, it is the lack
of balance that is glaring. And 65 Directors?
Isn’t that a bit unwieldly? They say a camel is
just a horse designed by a committee and my
dad told me at my Bar Mitzvah that you can’t
get three Jews to agree on anything. I have
no idea what religion any of the Directors are
and it doesn’t matter, I am just trying to make
a point. My guess is they would not agree on
a favorite beer brand or wine label, let alone
a on a suitable dose of Lasix or appropriate
stakes detention time.
I would love to see that 65 (although the
current list at ustrotting.com lists just 60)
member board reduced to 40 or fewer. Let’s
elect two Directors from each of the twelve
districts and 16 at-large Directors. While
they may still have their own local biases,
they would have to look at the bigger National
picture in order to maintain their seat with
the electorate. Currently, the Directors are
voted on by the USTA membership in their
respective Districts. If we added At-Large
Directors, the entire USTA membership
could vote to select them. And less is more,
although I don’t see it happening. So I will
concede the current 65 member board. Let’s
elect four Directors from each District (I
would prefer three, but again, we run local
fiefdoms in this sport). That gives us 17
At-Large Directors. Still unwieldly, but at
least we get a larger view of our sport in the
board room.
That’s all for this month. I know who I am
betting on to win the election, but it is a secret
ballot and I could not find a Vegas line, so I
won’t cash on that choice. I hope you do. See
you next month!

