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Visual positives & negatives at east coast tracks
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
They say a picture is worth a thousand
words.
A quality moving picture can replace a
thousand words.
It was great to see harness racing on live
television once again as The Meadowlands
kicked off Thursday night racing on SNY and
will continue for the next six weeks.
First, let’s look at the positives.
Justin Horowitz was an absolute star on the
first hour-long program. Faced with a format
that allowed for more talking heads than
racing horses, Horowitz managed to fill time,
not kill time, over the duration of the program.
His insightful remarks gave the casual follower
or the expert something to chew on. That
Horowitz honed his craft working on the live
Hambletonian broadcast, one could expect him
to think and react on his feet clearly. However,
the Live program on Thursday has horses far
removed from that caliber and Horowitz didn’t
miss a beat in executing his task.
We liked what Jenn Bongiorno brought to
the table, an infectious exuberance for the
sport itself. That Bongiorno could be seen in
an interview talking in the paddock prior
to the race and then in the winner’s circle
after the race is impressive, yet may give the
impression that she’s an insider not an independent reporter.
On the down side, stretching three races of
little added significance for an entire hour is

asking too much of the viewer and too much
of the talent forced to fill and kill time in
between. There’s ample time to fit four races in
an hour-long broadcast and it would certainly
help the viewer witness more live action and
fewer talking heads.
As a bettor, I’ve already understood that “0”
minutes to post is a value that doesn’t exist
in mathematics. Those watching for the first
time can only become confused staring at a
number that represents nothing. Why not
adopt a longer countdown clock as they did
on Sunday for the Prix d’Amerique, offering
those interested in the event a five-minute
countdown clock.

In other pictures . . .
Yonkers racing season from a purse perspective is looking up as the track announced that
horses would be racing for more money, with
a $50,000 open for both trotters and pacers. It’s
exciting that there is that much money to race
for this winter in New York. With the New Year,
Yonkers unveiled new graphics that should
have offered a better visual product overall
from the old graphics. However, what the new
“wide-screen” graphics has instead produced is
a screen that is top and bottom heavy in graphics and in fact shrinks the center section. When
results from a completed race are posted within
the center section along with the coming odds
of the current race, it’s virtually impossible to
see the numbers of the payouts.
While the bottom of the Yonkers screen now
offers odds and all exacta combinations on a
single screen, leaving this in play while there
is other vital visual material above it does not
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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First pacer in history to win three
consecutive races in sub 1:48:
Canadian Pacing Derby elimination (1:47.3)
Canadian Pacing Derby final (1:47.2)
Invitational at Mohegan Sun at
Pocono Downs (1:47.4)

Matched the all-age pacing
WORLD RECORD of 1:47.4
on a five-eighths mile track
First-Crop yearlings in 2016
sold up to $120,000

First pacers hit the track in 2017.
Book early (before Feb. 6) and receive discounted stud fee of $4,000.

PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
email: diamondcreek2@gmail.com

www.DiamondCreekFarm.com

Rocknroll Hanover—Wichita Hanover
2017 FEE: $5,000

Tweaks are clearly needed to perfect the signal from Yonkers
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

enhance what’s important, it minimizes it.
Saturday night alone the images of the
on-air talent have gotten significantly smaller
in between the top and bottom graphics. On
ESPN and Fox Sports Network they are often
faced with the same dilemma of how to show
other important information (commercials)
during a live event. What has become the
norm on those networks is to use an “L” format
around the screen and shrink the wide-view
picture slightly. By doing so the important live
picture remains in the same aspect ratio and
the commercials are large enough for those
watching to read them legibly.
Graphics are vital to gamblers. At the same
time, maximizing the video image of a given
race gives all bettors the opportunity to see
more of the action. Minimizing the live race
or the replay defeats the purpose. As we all
understand by now, a small fraction of the
wagering takes place before zero minutes to
post, so what’s the real purpose for cluttering
up a screen with so much information while
the replay of the previous race is being aired?
JAYWALKING: Driver Scott Zeron has
settled in to half-mile track racing at Yonkers
and is looking forward to continuing.
“December was a little slow but things picked
up really well this month. I was doing very
well until Jason (Bartlett) won seven races
the other day,” said Zeron.
“I’m driving some horses that are going to
be in the Matchmaker and Levy Series. I’ve
never competed in those races before but I’m
looking forward to this year,” said Zeron.
Drew Monti has been quite impressive in
his short stay so far at The Meadowlands
this meet. Monti has been aggressive when
he needs to be but also seems to understand
the value of saving ground and waiting for
room to get the most out of his horses. This
past Saturday he was hopelessly behind a
wall of horses with first race mount Rock
Star. Monti didn’t panic but just waited for
the opportunity to slip between horses. What
was impressive about this effort was that he
steered for most of the stretch but had the
ability to make speed when it mattered most,
getting up for second from what appeared an
impossible spot. The talent pool for drivers
will get deeper as we get into the season but it
appears as if Drew Monti will fit in wherever

he goes.
Bold Eagle’s victory in the 2017 Prix
d’Amerique was again a thing of beauty.
Looking to be caught between horses, the
French champion was able to find room
when it mattered and overpowered his rivals
through the long stretch drive at Vincennes.
Winning the classic event is no easy task
and doing it in consecutive years is a monumental achievement for the horse and those
connected with him.
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It’s hard to gauge what the overall quality
was in the Prix d’Amerique field as the onetime powerhouse Timoko lacked the staying
power late and Propulsion, a well-bred horse
that never lived up to expectations in North
America, finished fourth on Sunday.
Hopefully some of the best older horses in
the world will compete in North America this
year and offer a real challenge to the owner
of Bold Eagle to compete here this fall in the
International Trot.
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE

HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5

Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

Artspeak possesses the raw speed to succeed as a stallion
STALLION SPOTLIGHT

By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
In a “what have you done for me lately society,” often those with incredible accomplishments are cast to the side. Take Artspeak for
example. The flawless 2-year-old from 2014
was nearly perfect annexing the Metro and
Governor’s Cup in a brilliant campaign, then
he was nearly forgotten a year later, hidden a
notch below the exploits of Horse of the Year
Wiggle It Jiggleit.
“We ran into Wiggle It Jiggleit,” said Scott
Zeron, reflecting on the 3-year-old season
that was respectable, but not above the rest.
“I tried beating him on the front end in
the Jug and it didn’t work. I tried beating
him from the pocket at Pocono but it didn’t
work,” said Zeron of Artspeak’s sophomore
campaign.
The racing is now behind Artspeak as he
heads into his second career as a stallion.
The solidly built and impeccably bred son
of Western Ideal has a couple of things that
Wiggle It Jiggleit is lacking.
Retired after his 3-year-old campaign,
Artspeak defied the Gural rules which will
prohibit his first crop from competing at The
Meadowlands, Tioga and Vernon, but Zeron,
his regular pilot during his racing career,
doesn’t think it will have an impact on his
future success. “He wasn’t a big horse but he
had a huge stride. I think he may be a little
under the radar,” Zeron said.
Artspeak’s greatness was on full display
as a 2-year-old and Zeron was impressed the
first time he sat behind him. “He had explosive speed. I purposely raced him from off the
pace a lot as a 2-year-old because I thought
he was that much better and could come a
quarter in 26 seconds anytime I asked,” said
Zeron.
Artspeak won eight of his 10 starts as a
2-year-old with his only two defeats coming
after breaks in stride. Even with the breaks,
Artspeak would recover following one of
them in the Governor’s Cup elimination to
finish third. A week later he would dominate
his rivals in a 1:50 4/5 mile at Woodbine. That
was two-fifths of a second slower than his

Artspeak was a special 2-year-old, winning the Metro and Governor’s Cup.
victory in the Metro at Mohawk early in the
season. Both efforts were from off the pace
and Artspeak would not be denied in that
solid freshman class.
As a sophomore, Artspeak may have had
trouble with Wiggle It Jiggleit but he persevered through a long season and ended the
year on a high note setting his 1:47 4/5 career
mark at the Tattersalls in the fall of 2015 at
The Red Mile. He came back to capture a
Breeders Crown elimination at Woodbine
and would finish a solid second behind
Freaky Feet Pete in the Crown finale. He
completed a two-year racing career with a
14-5-3 record in 27 starts.
Artspeak routinely flashed 26-second final
quarters throughout his career and it’s that
kind of explosiveness that breeders are looking for in the next generation.
Out of The Art Museum, Artspeak is tied

Derick Giwner

with the already successful stallion American Ideal as the fastest son of Western Ideal.
He hopes to follow in the path of other great
sires from this potent line that includes the
late and unquestionably great Rocknroll
Hanover and Always A Virgin, sire of the
fastest pacer of all time and Horse of the Year
for 2016 Always B Miki.
What breeders have to expect from
Artspeak is a horse with early speed and
a solid gait. “He had such a long stride that
we had to have a custom bike for him,” said
Zeron of the $1.6 million lifetime winner.
Artspeak bred more than 100 mares in his
first year at stud at Hanover Shoe Farms in
Pennsylvania. In foal from the first crop will
be a half-brother or sister to Big Jim as well
as a half-brother or sister to millionaires
American Jewel and Luck Be Withyou.
Artspeak stands for a $5,000 fee.

Harness Racing focus should be on gamblers, not celebrities
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
Often we hear or read about matters in
harness racing that are ultimately compared
to thoroughbred racing. Many people within
the harness racing industry often caution that
a comparison made to the thoroughbred game
is one of apples to oranges. I have been guilty
of that at times, but typically my comparison
has the intent of determining why something
works in thoroughbred racing and further
trying to ascertain if such an idea can have
equivalent success in the standardbred game.
Over the course of the past year, my role with
TVG has allowed me to travel to a wide array
of thoroughbred racing events, including some
of their most prestigious. In my travels, I have
learned that on its biggest days, thoroughbred
racing no longer promotes itself as a racing
industry, but rather as an entertainment
industry.
Whether it is the Pacific Classic, Breeders
Cup or the just completed Pegasus World Cup, I
have seen not only events that are put forth on a
grand scale, but are filled with celebrity. These
events have clearly become something to do for
those with stars on the walk of fame.
The question is, have the racetracks in thoroughbred racing created this trend or have
the celebrities been lured to racing in its highest quality by horses like Zenyatta, American
Pharoah and California Chrome crossing over
into the mainstream media?
I don’t know the answer to that question. If
this was the intent of the major racetracks, I
don’t know if it’s the correct way to be marketing the sport. Certainly, seeing celebrities like
Tom Brady at the Kentucky Derby, or Amy
Adams and Elizabeth Banks at the Breeders
Cup, lends a star quality to some of racing’s
marquis events. Tuning into the Pegasus
World Cup coverage and seeing Maria Menounos with a major role in the broadcast and
Usher walking in on the red carpet gives the
event a “Hollywood feel.” But whether this
helps the long-term sustainability of the racing
business is beyond the scope of my understanding of “what drives the business.”
What does this have to do with harness
racing? Well, while I am unsure how this will
help thoroughbred racing, I am confident that
this is not something harness racing needs to
be concerned with. I don’t think harness racing
needs Maria Menounos, microphone in hand,
making it apparent to the world that she knows
absolutely nothing about racing, like when she
informed Mike Ditka that “Seattle Slew wasn’t
running in the Pegasus and he needed to pick
another horse.” (I tweeted at Maria Menounos
that clearly she had no clue who Seattle Slew
was, to which she replied “LOL”).
Thoroughbred racing accounts for $10.7
Billion in handle, while harness racing is a
little more than 10% of that number at $1.5
Billion. By comparison, per a report by

Every Way Out may not get a chance for easy cash in the NJ Classic in 2017.
Rubin Brown (http://www.rubinbrown.com/
Gaming_Stats.pdf), the “casino gaming industry” yielded revenue of over $70 Billion in 2015 .
. .not handle, revenue. So, perhaps while thoroughbred racing is using resources to add a
“celebrity side” to its product, maybe harness
racing should use its resources to target
gamblers. Focus on margins, revenue percentages, the impact of takeout, and explore how
carryover pools present a lower effective takeout and if that can be expanded to other wager
types. Rather than having an event-marketing
budget which attracts younger people to the
facility, who subsequently bet two dollars per
race, use that money to seed pools and incentivize your existing players, players that churn
their handle to invest their money with you.
There are many times I look at thoroughbred racing and say “they do this better than
harness racing” and it’s entirely possible that
this explosion of celebrity-event marketing that
we have seen will be good for the sport of thoroughbred racing. But, I think harness racing
should go in another direction. I think this is
one time that I agree, just because thoroughbred racing is doing it, does not mean harness
racing should. This new concept of thoroughbred racing as a posh, trendy form of entertainment, while looking good on NBC, is not going
to bring any new players to the racetracks on a
random Wednesday afternoon. Perhaps thoroughbred racing is leaving the door open just
a crack for harness racing to make a play for
gamblers while thoroughbred racing makes a
play for celebrity.

While I’m Thinking…
Usually once a day a situation arises where
my son doesn’t get his way and he proceeds
to cross his arms, make an inaudible sound
and walk away stomping. This is the image
that came to mind when reading that Howard
Taylor was seeking an injunction to prevent
The Meadowlands from cancelling the New
Jersey Classic.
Let’s be clear, the New Jersey breeding
program has been decimated. Last year, the
New Jersey Classic offered a five-horse field,
while four fillies contested the Miss New
Jersey. This year, there are even fewer 3-yearolds eligible for those events. Focusing on the
colts, the 2016 New Jersey Sire Stakes Final for

Fred Brown

2-year-old pacers was contested by six horses.
Four of the six horses were over 80-1 and those
four horses were beaten between 19 and 46
lengths. Not exactly the kind of product a racetrack wants to be forced to give to its customers.
It comes as no surprise that a major owner
like Howard Taylor and his partners-- Abe
Basen, Ed Gold and Thomas Lazzaro--would
purchase the colt Every Way Out after he won
the first two Sire Stakes legs, recognizing this
colt was by far the best of a very small group
of pacers in New Jersey. That purchase was a
business decision. In business, you take risks.
Nothing is promised or guaranteed. To try and
force The Meadowlands to contest a race that
may not even have enough horses to fill is not
only wrong, it’s selfish and it’s greedy. If one
horse enters, should The Meadowlands just
write a check to the owners of Every Way Out?
In Pennsylvania, approximately $3 Million
was cut out of the stakes calendar as the decision was made to eliminate the Colonial (3-yearold Trot), The Battle of Brandywine (3-year-old
Pace) and the Valley Forge (3-year-old Filly
Pace). Interestingly enough, the Pennsylvania
Classic and the Miss Pennsylvania, which are
the Keystone state’s version of the New Jersey
Classic and Miss New Jersey, were also eliminated from the stakes schedule. I wonder, does
Howard Taylor have any horses which were
eligible to any of these races? And if he did, is
he filing a similar injunction in Pennsylvania?
Given that Every Way Out is a 3-year old
pacer, he would have been eligible to be nominated to The Battle of Brandywine. In recent
comments made to HarnessRacing.com, Taylor
indicated that he “feels bad but has no choice.”
He continued to say that he has “partners who
have spent a lot of money,” and he “needs to
stand up for them as well.” Due respect to Mr.
Taylor, but if he is not filing an injunction in
Pennsylvania, he clearly does have a choice, as
he has at least one horse eligible to one of the
races that were cancelled.
Harness racing has been very good to
Howard Taylor. Many of his purchases have
paid off. But now because of one race being
eliminated, he is acting like a petulant child
who didn’t get his way. I’ll tell Howard Taylor
the same thing I tell my son; you have everything you want, life is good to you, grow up.

Patience could pay off big with bargain stallion Muscle Massive
STALLION SPOTLIGHT

By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Those who work with trotters on a daily
basis understand the value of patience. We
find that no matter how well bred or how
potentially talented a trotter is at face value,
time and luck play an incredible part in
producing a star.
The same could be said of trotting stallions.
Muscle Massive, one of the best values
on the Hanover Shoe Farms stallion roster,
has had just three crops of racing age hit
the racetrack and the returns are a bit
slow coming in, but they are in fact coming
in. The Hambletonian winner, with a rich
pedigree on both sides of the ledger, was a
solid campaigner as a freshman and then
returned with a vengeance to put in a spectacular sophomore season against one of the
better crops of the last generation.
A son of Muscles Yankee, Muscle Massive
hails from the top stakes filly and eventual broodmare Graceful Touch. Her first
foal was Muscle Mass and his rich pedigree infused nicely into the Ontario sires
program with a long list of solid performers. He moved to New York for a few years
and then got a solid homecoming welcome,
returning to a large book in 2016 back in
Ontario.
Muscle Massive was Graceful Touch’s
third foal and he captured the 2010 Hambletonian earning a 1:51 mark and over $1.2
million racing for trainer Jimmy Takter.
Act Of Grace, the dam of Graceful Touch,
had but two foals but both proved to be
stakes winners. She is the fastest and richest foal from Keystone Profile, herself a
half-sister to the phenomenal Hambletonian
winner Green Speed.
Trainer Ron Burke has continued to
amaze those who follow this game closely.
From a conditioner that did his best picking
up horses from other trainers and improving them, Burke’s success in the yearling
business is beginning to be nearly as spectacular, especially when you consider trotters in the equation.
Burke routinely looks over the Hanover
Shoe Farms yearling consignment and
hopes to come away with a sleeper.
In 2012 he found a filly from the first crop
of Muscle Massive by the name of Gatka
Hanover. The $40,000 yearling purchase
would take a back seat to Burke’s own
Mission Brief throughout her freshman
campaign in 2014, but ended the year a
multiple stakes winner. At 3 she took a mark
of 1:53 1/5 and would earn over $260K in just
two years of work. Gatka Hanover was just a
$40,000 yearling.
In 2015 Burke went back to the Hanover

Muscle Massive captured the 2010 Hambletonian at The Meadowlands.
path and found another sleeper in the
$23,000 purchase Snowstorm Hanover.
“I liked the way he looked and we had
success with Gatka Hanover,” said Burke.
Snowstorm Hanover had a brilliant juvenile campaign and has to be among those
looking ahead to this year’s Hambletonian.
“I think the best thing about him (Snowstorm Hanover) is that he got better every
time he went on the racetrack,” said Burke.
Most juveniles don’t make 14 starts. Snowstorm Hanover not only did but he went out
in style, capturing the Matron Stakes at
Dover and then the Valley Victory at Woodbine in his last three starts.
“He’s back in training now,” said Burke.
“He’s definitely with the horses I’m pointing

Lisa Photo

for the Hambletonian. Now we have to hope
Linda’s horse (Walner) comes back to us.”
The $466K winner Speak To Me was
another that had the misfortune to be born
in the same year as Mission Brief and Wild
Honey. Nevertheless the daughter of Muscle
Massive showed 1:53 4/5 speed as a freshman.
Timing is everything in the breeding business and for just $4,000, Muscle Massive can
get you into the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes
and beyond. Right now he’s just one top colt
or filly away from proving himself on the
grandest scale. With a proven pedigree and
performance to match, those with patience
are sure to see it pay off on the racetrack.

