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NEWSLETTER ARCHIVE

The Resolve vs. Obrigado dilemma for
top older male Trotter of the Year
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
Just this week it was announced that the
Baseball Writers Association of America
successfully voted (by an 80-9 margin) to pass
a new measure which will make all Hall of
Fame ballots public one week after the results
are announced.
Despite the occasional odd-ball vote which
causes a bit of a stir on social media, for the
most part the United States Harness Writers
are not opposed to disclosing any parts of their
ballot for year-end honors.
This year, a curveball has been thrown at
the voters. Due to a positive post-race test for
Dexamethasone, a Class C violation as recommended by the Association of Racing Commissioners International, Resolve, the leading
candidate for Older Male Trotter of 2016, has
been disqualified from his victory in the John
Cashman Memorial.
Prior to the disqualification, Resolve’s 2016
résumé included victories in the John Cashman Memorial, International Trot, Maple
Leaf Trot and Arthur Cutler Memorial. He
also finished first in the Mack Lobell Elitlopp
Playoff, a field that he crushed, but was subsequently disqualified for a pylon infraction. He
finished second in the Breeders Crown and
also second in the Elitlopp to Nuncio, who
was arguably the best trotter in the world this
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year. There was little doubt that he was the
best older male trotter in the United States.
The second-best older male trotter appeared
to be Obrigado. With a seven-win campaign
that resulted in earnings north of $800,000,
Obrigado had a very solid campaign that
included several important victories. He won
the Maxie Lee, the Charlie Hill, the Cleveland
Classic, the Dayton Derby and had two wins
over Resolve in the TVG Free For All Championship and the Crawford Farms Trot.
Despite the numerous stakes wins that
Obrigado racked up, the importance of
Resolve’s wins as a whole out-weighed Obrigado’s victories. After-all, going into the Breeders Crown, had Resolve won his last two starts
of the year, he would have been a serious
contender for Trotter of the Year.
Ironically, the disqualification of Resolve in
the Cashman of course resulted in the secondplace finisher being elevated to first. That
second-place finisher was Obrigado. Therefore the Cashman Memorial is now moved
from the win column of Resolve and put into
the win column of Obrigado.
There are many different ways to analyze
this. First, the numbers. After the disqualification, Resolve now sports just four wins
on the year (six before two disqualifications)
while Obrigado can lay claim to eight. In addition, Obrigado’s earnings for the year elevate
close to $875,000 while Resolve’s earnings drop
to just over $1.03 Million.
Furthermore, now Resolve has three wins
in stakes finals while Obrigado has seven.
Beyond those numbers, Obrigado now owns
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.
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SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Will Resolve’s positive hurt his chances for year-end honors?
CONTINUED from page 1

three victories over Resolve while Resolve
has two official victories over Obrigado.
If you just look at the numbers, Obrigado is
the Older Male Trotter of 2016. To add to the
argument is the fact that Resolve does have a
positive test. There will be plenty of debate
as to the severity of the substance Resolve
tested positive for and I will leave it to those
with much more knowledge about drugs
and medication to have that debate. For the
voters there is a simple notion that they must
consider. A vote for Resolve is a vote for a
horse that was given an illegal substance.
Again, I will leave it to those smarter than
me to debate the severity of the violation, but
in any other sport, if a superstar is found to
have a positive test, he is ultimately viewed
as a cheater. Of course, this is no fault of the
horse (just like his driver going well-inside
the pylons in the Mack Lobell was not the
fault of the horse either). It is a real shame
to penalize the horse, but can we as voters
reward the human connections that violated
the rules? Can we really cast a vote that
effectively goes against the integrity within
the sport that is trying to be achieved?
That is a notion that all voters have to
battle with when sending in their ballots.
We can all see the positive test and we can
see the numbers as they now stand. But, we
can also see what happens on the racetrack.
Being a voter, we should look well beyond the
numbers in analyzing year-end honors. It’s
a privilege to vote for these awards and that
privilege merits far more internal debate

Derick Giwner

Resolve won the $1,000,000 Yonkers International in 2016.

than reading numbers. My feeling is that
many of the voters, myself included, believe
that of the two, Resolve is flat-out a better
horse. He beat the best competition he could
have faced in many of the sport’s premier
races and sometimes he did it emphatically.
It’s hard to ignore that.
So we are all left with a dilemma. I was
curious how others felt about the subject, so
I put it to a poll on twitter. Of course those
voting in the poll are not the same people

voting for the Dan Patch Awards, although
there could be a few who are. The results
reflect what one would expect, struggle.
I asked: How does the disqualification of
Resolve in the Cashman impact your vote for
Older Male Trotter of the Year?
Of 57 votes, 33-percent said they are still
voting for Resolve. Interestingly, 28-percent
said they were never voting for him anyway.
Another 28-percent said they are now changing their vote. An additional 11-percent said
they are reconsidering their vote.
If the United States Harness Writers have
similar beliefs as those in this poll, then
Resolve’s chances appear slim as 56-percent
stated they are not voting for Resolve and
another 11-percent are undecided.
For me, it is one of the most interesting
aspects of this year’s Dan Patch Awards. Do
the voters view Resolve as Barry Bonds or do
they simply vote for who they think was the
best horse this year?
Either way, I wouldn’t argue with someone
who voted for Resolve or Obrigado as the best
Older Male Trotter (remember, Hannelore
Hanover is not eligible for this category). I
am guessing there will be a few votes for
Breeders Crown winner Flanagan Memory
as well.
Now, if anyone votes for a horse outside of
those three, my next column could be that we
need to implement a policy similar to what
they just implemented in Major League Baseball.
As for me, at this moment, I am undecided
and I suspect many others are as well.

Changes on the horizon for 2017 at Yonkers Raceway
By Derick Giwner
If you own or train an upper-level overnight pacer or trotter, you may want to circle
January 8 on your calendar. Preliminary
reports have Yonkers Raceway bumping up
purses dramatically for this initial Sunday
morning card and perhaps carrying over
into the following week.
According to Standardbred Owners Association President Joe Faraldo, tentative plans
call for a $75,000 Open Trot, $60,000 Open
Pace and Non-winners of $25,000 trot, and
a bunch of other races hovering around the
$50,000 purse level.
“We suggested that since we were going
early on Jan. 8 (approximate post 11:20 a.m.),
it would be nice to boost the purses to reward
the horsemen that supported Yonkers during
2016,” said Faraldo, who added that some of
the purse increases would probably last into
the following weekend.
For those paying attention to the track’s
purse structure in 2016, you may have
noticed that unlike the past few years officials did not cut purses around October.
Faraldo explained that the purse account
was in better shape this year because the
track hosted New York Sire Stakes Excelsior

races which didn’t require the draining of
funds for overnight races.
“We generate that money for the Sire
Stakes and were not using it because Yonkers
didn’t want to card races for the lesser quality Sire Stakes horses because the handle
was terrible on them,” said Faraldo.
Yonkers, which will offer 238 live racing
cards in 2017, is expected to start its year with
a new look. The track signal will be available
in High Definition to those outlets which can
handle the sharper image.
Another long-talked-about change finally
appears to be on the horizon as Faraldo said
New York Gaming Commission approval for
the moving of the finish line is finally imminent. Assuming there are no bumps in the
road, February 1 is the target date to move
the start/finish line back from the end of the
stretch.
“Everything is in place,” said Faraldo,
who said the Gaming Commission meeting
was scheduled for December 13. “Once we
get approval, the only thing left is to buy one
extra camera.”
The highlight of the racing year at the
Westchester County oval is the $1,000,000
Yonkers International Trot and tentative
plans call for the race to be contested on Octo-

ber 14, 2017, perhaps accompanied by the New
York Sire Stakes Finals traditionally held in
late September.
“We may have to call it Day of Champions,”
said Faraldo, playing off the usual Night of
Champions moniker.
It has yet to be decided whether the eight
championship races would be contested as
part of the International card or on the same
night as a separate card. They will fall out
on the calendar one week after the end of the
Grand Circuit meet at the Red Mile and one
week prior to the Breeders Crown eliminations at Hoosier Park.
A major schedule change for the track is
the addition of 23 Sunday morning/afternoon racing dates in 2017 and the switch back
to night racing on Tuesdays. The Sunday
programs will include commingling with
pools in Europe, which have helped to spike
the track’s dwindling North American handle.
Faraldo is not blind to the struggles the
track has seen on the domestic handle front
and vowed to do what he could to turn it
around.
In the immediate future, hopefully the
shorter stretch will lead to more action
earlier in the mile and ultimately a more
entertaining race on the track.

As with all sports, Harness Racing needs some change
regular basis is the same as suggesting that
everything is right—the only thing missing
is a larger audience.
There’s a reason all sports collectively
make changes and that is because they are
overwhelmingly concerned with the views
of the public.
So who in in this sport is speaking up for
the betting public?
It’s easy to be a critic. Thanks to social
media we now have more of them than ever,
but at the same time what can paralyze a
sport is failing to recognize that criticism
is a necessary agent to bring about change.
People that are frustrated in a wagering
sport are not always crackpots. Most recognize clearly what the obstacles in front of
them are and are justified in the belief that
much of it is “man-made.”
Essentially once the horses hit the racetrack, the conduct of individual races is up
to the horses and up to those steering them
and controlling their activities from start
to finish.
That said, drivers aren’t miracle workers
and 1-5 shots can change the way any driver
feels about his chances of winning or losing.
The odds-on favorite has become more ever
present in our sport and with it comes the
frustration to many when a majority of the
drivers contest the race as if they have no
chance. Many times they in fact don’t.
When all of the top horses are racing at
Yonkers on a Saturday night, it’s at times
frustrating to see a lack of movement as
runaway horses at 1-5 just keep going and
going on the front end with no end to their
form and no hope for other drivers. It’s
easy to finger-point and question just how
any trainer can reach such a high level of
success racing against some of the best
trainers in the sport. What is more difficult
to deal with is the imbalance created on the
track when other trainers and drivers are
powerless to do anything except make it
easier on the prohibitive favorite.
Boring races in and of themselves aren’t
necessary an issue to those who happen to
have the right horses. At the same time, a
lack of movement tends to compromise the
chances of those going against the grain
and as a sport we must appeal to all the
players and not justify the results because a
handful like the way things are playing out.
Realistically a competitive gambling
offering must engage a large and diversi-

JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Every season when a sport returns from
hiatus we are met with change. “Point of
emphasis” is often the phrase cited that
suggests the referees will be “enforcing” a
certain set of new rules or perhaps old ones
that had eroded along the way. The words
represent to the public that those put in
charge of these particular venues believe
that modification is necessary in order to
create perhaps a more appealing sport, or
at best one that doesn’t make a mockery of
existing regulations.
Every major sport is concerned with how
well their games are received whether they
are too long, too slow moving, or lack interest for a variety of reasons.
Harness racing as a sport has failed to
engage in meaningful discussion over the
basic product that in most cases runs 365
days a year and thus never comes back for a
new and improved meeting.
We are less than three weeks from
Christmas and it’s never too early to wish
for something major this Holiday season.
Whether we like it or not the landscape
changes. As Derick Giwner pointed out a
week ago, some of the sports’ most recognized athletes are making changes of their
own with the benefits of racing during the
winter far outweighed by the rewards of
family life and the necessary vacation.
You have to give an enormous amount of
credit to all horsemen that are engaged in
all weather in this sport and help prepare
the horses year-round. While few horses
can race every month, trainers don’t have
the luxury of going on hiatus when there
are races to fill and mouths to feed.
Regardless of what horses will fill the
races this winter and what drivers will be
showing up on the track, those wagering on
a nightly basis will require something to
entertain and something to make wagering
on these races a worthy choice, not just a
routine that we go through mindlessly.
To ignore the visual aspect of the sport
and to ignore what the odds look like on a
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
and top pacing events like the North America
Cup and Meadowlands Pace is a dream come

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
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HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5

Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6
Darlinonthebeach looks to turn the
tables on Pure Country, Page 8

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
Huntsville may have a way to go before being
mentioned in conversations with Captaint-

fied audience to succeed. Whether we are
racing on half-mile tracks or mile tracks
a balance is necessary to achieve in order
to present the product that can attract the
most attention.
As I said earlier, it would be easy to
finger-point and that’s precisely what I
think is necessary. Only those who should
be pointing the fingers need to be on the
racetrack and in the horsemen’s community and not those wagering from afar. It is
the horsemen that should be outraged with
the way some horses perform before the
betting public.
But as we all know, there is just no reasonable incentive for any driver or trainer to
veer from the status quo. Money is the ruler
of us all and no matter what mountain top
you want to speak down from, few would
vote against their own financial interests.
So for my Christmas wish, I would love to
see only the top three horses in each race
earn a check.
Yes it is a radical idea, but far from a new
one.
This sport hasn’t made any real modifications in quite some time and none that have
actually had beneficial results.
If first place paid 60 percent and fourth
and fifth paid nothing, I believe it’s safe
to assume that no trainer would be able to
dominate.
Better yet, it would be something we
could easily publicize to encourage those
who have left to return with an understanding that their voices were heard.

USTA Presidency
up for grabs
According to multiple sources, two
candidates have officially announced
their desire to run for President of the
United States Trotting Association
during the organization’s Feb. 27 meeting in Las Vegas. Current Directors
Russell Williams and Joe Pennacchio
are on the ballot, which is also expected
to include social media guru Ryan Macedonio, though he has yet to complete the
proper paperwork as of early this week.
The election is for the remaining two
years of the four-year term of Phil Langley, who announced his intention to
resign recently.
Chairman of the Board is also up for
grabs for a one-year term. The current
candidates are incumbent Ivan Axelrod
and challenger Gabe Wand.
All candidates have until the close
of business on Friday, January 27 to
formally declare their intention to run.
A vote by the Board of Directors will
determine the winner of each race.

Market Share leads Toscano’s weekend warriors

Confusing an average
drive with a great one
When it comes to Harness Racing,
what is a “great drive”? It seems we
throw around the term way too often
while watering down the few times when
the attribution is truly warranted.

EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
Derick Giwner

Market Share won the Hambletonian in 2012 and is still racing at The Meadowlands.

By Jay Bergman
Trainer Linda Toscano has a half-dozen
entered this weekend in the northeast, none
with a higher profile than 2012 Hambletonian
winner Market Share. The soon-to-be 8-yearold son of Revenue earned nearly $3.7 million
racing at the highest level from 2012-2015, but
the pickings have been slim over the last two
years, as various issues have held Market
Share back.
Toscano didn’t mince words when asked
about Market Share. “He’s been struggling
with breathing issues that have kept him
back,” said Toscano.
Market Share races in a non-winners of
$11,500 class at The Meadowlands on Friday
night but Toscano was only hoping that he’d
perform well. “He’s very sound,” Toscano
said. “But he’s had trouble flipping his palate.”
Market Share has won just three times in
23 starts over the last two years while clearing slowing down dramatically in 2016 after
winning in 1:51 1/5 in 2015.
The past is the past and Toscano recognizes that fertility has been the missing link,
otherwise the stallion would be at a breeding
farm somewhere this time of year instead of
a racetrack in East Rutherford. Still, Market
Share appears to have found a level where he
can compete and his victory in a mid-level
conditioned event last week in 1:55 at least
suggests there may be something left.
Blush Hanover has earned more than a
quarter-million dollars under Toscano’s
care. The daughter of Art Major drew post
six in seventh race at The Meadowlands on
Friday. “You know, she’s a small mare but
somehow she goes better on the big track,”
Toscano said. “She was actually pretty good
last time (a seventh-place finish beaten under
three lengths) but she just had no chance
from post ten.” Blush Hanover drew post six
on Friday.
Right Stuff, a 3-year-old pacing filly, goes in
race nine at the Meadowlands the same night
and Toscano was able to explain the dismal
finish last week. “She tied up very badly,”
Toscano said. “She came back from that ok
and I expect her to be much better this week.”

Right Stuff, owned by Brittany Farms,
is going to be a broodmare in 2017 and her
trainer is hoping the daughter of American
Ideal can go out in style. “We’d like to get a
faster record on her,” Toscano said.
Cut And Paste is another pacing filly that
steps up a bit off a win at Harrah’s Philadelphia and will race in the 11th at the South
Philadelphia oval on Friday. “She’s been
good recently,” said Toscano. The trainer’s
other Harrah’s entry Windsong Lindsey is
coming off the bench and looking to get sharp
before the January sale.
Doctor Butch drew post five in Saturday’s
tenth race at Yonkers Raceway and his
trainer is hopeful for better. “He definitely
needed his last start,” Toscano said, referring to the second trip back after a twomonth absence for the $1.2 million winning
son of Art Major.
“He should be better with the drop in
class,” said Toscano.
While these six will go this weekend,
Toscano is busy in Pinehurst preparing
the next crop of coming 2-year-olds. “So far
there’s been no buyers regrets,” said Toscano
about the juveniles in the midst of baby steps.
As for her likely divisional champion and
2017 pre-Hambletonian favorite Walner, the
colt is turned out in Kentucky and will return
to training early in 2017.
“I was very glad he ended the year healthy
and sound,” said Toscano.
“We’re probably going to over-stake him for
next year. It’s better to have more options,”
Toscano said. “He’s definitely going to be
eligible to the Empire Breeders Classic (a
New York-sired event) and the Yonkers Trot.”
Toscano looks at Walner in an entirely
different light than his sire Chapter Seven
and the aforementioned Market Share when
discussing the coming 3-year-old season.
“Market Share surprised us. There were no
great expectations. Chapter Seven raced in
New Jersey primarily and won the Matron,”
Toscano said.
As for the pressure of bringing back the
likely Hambletonian choice. “It’s pressure,”
Toscano said, “but good pressure to have.”

I recently watched Hall of Famer
David Miller pull behind cover and
guide his horse to an easy win at The
Meadowlands. Soon after someone made
a comment on social media that it was a
“great” drive. I was left SMH (shaking
my head, for the uninitiated in texting
lingo).
What was so great about what Miller
did? Wouldn’t any driver have been able
to make the same moves? Granted, Miller
might get a bit more out of a horse than
a less experienced or talented driver,
but did he really do anything great? It
was the equivalent of a wide receiver in
football running the correct route and
catching a touchdown. He did a competent job and the horse responded. End of
story!
In another example, I watched as a
driver parked their horse the entire mile
in an easy win as the favorite. Of course,
once again I see the comment “great
drive” posted by numerous people.
Did we change the accepted norm for
what is a good trip? Is racing on the rim
the entire mile now a preferred style of
driving in North America?
I completely understand that most of
these people are just fans of the driver
or simply sending good wishes to the
winner, but that can be done with the
terms “congrats” or “great job”. Yeah,
I’m nitpicking, but aren’t we all entitled
to a pet peeve or two?
Conversely, I witness multiple “bad
drives” on an everyday basis that go with
barely a mention. I’d wager any amount
that there are at least 5x more bad drives
than great drives each month.
I have plenty of respect for drivers.
Many of them keep hectic schedules
while having to make split second
decisions that result in the difference
between winning and losing. They
deserve praise when they succeed, but
maybe we can reserve the superlatives
for when they are deserved.

