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Young gun Artie Dick could have a bright future
By Jay Bergman
For 21-year-old Artie Dick, the move to the
East Coast to compete has had its ups and
downs. When Dick first came this way, he
spent some time at Monticello in 2016 with
limited success. Then he joined forced with
Nancy Johansson’s stable for a seven-month
stint before giving independence another try.
“Some Illinois owners sent me some horses
in August,” Dick said in regard to his most
recent efforts to build a small but steady stable
up.
“My mother and grandfather have been in
the business for a long time and I grew up in
it,” said the Joliet, Illinois native. “Ron Marsh
was like a step-dad to me and I learned to drive
from him.”
The background aside, Dick needed horsepower to make it on the East Coast and he had
hoped when Claude Gendreau sent him Major
Legacy to have the type of horse that could
race and earn at Yonkers Raceway.
“I wanted to race him at Yonkers, so when
they sent him to me I went to Freehold with
him first to see how he handled it. He wasn’t
much good there,” said Dick.
“Then I took him to Pocono and I probably
should have just given him an easy trip but I
raced him hard and it didn’t work out.”
With the experience Major Legacy was
ready to try the Meadowlands and so was
Dick, who knew what he was getting into but
was far from intimidated. “As a kid growing
up in the Midwest I always wanted to come to
race at The Meadowlands. It was a thrill to be
there, but I was ready,” said Dick.
Marcus Johansson drove Major Legacy in
his Meadowlands debut this year. “Marcus
liked the horse and thought he could fit at the

Artie Dick and Major Legacy after a win at
The Meadowlands on November 18.
NW $3,500 to NW $5,000 level,” said Dick, who
piloted the 4-year-old by Art Major in his next
start, a solid fifth-place finish racing from off
the pace.
On November 18, Major Legacy went into
the “G-Note” mini-late closer that Meadowlands racing secretary Peter Koch has made
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Wait begins for top first-croppers debut
ON THE MARK
By Bob Marks
@BobMarks3
With the Standardbred Horse Sale venue
at Harrisburg now in the books, it can only
whet the appetite to see the colts and fillies
from some truly exceptional first-crop stallion prospects hit the racetracks in 2018.
On the pacing side, Captaintreacherous,
Sweet Lou and Sunshine Beach offered major
crops, while arch rivals Father Patrick and
Trixton led the trotting first-croppers.
In that not all of the sales results have been
tabulated via the USTA’s Pathway at this
writing, we’ll have to wait for precise final
averages, but we can supply those recorded
at what is generally considered the two major
yearling sales in Lexington and Harrisburg.
Captaintreacherous, Pacer of the Year at
ages 2 and 3, considered the optimum son of
Somebeachsomewhere, is virtually bred to
be a stallion being out of the Artsplace mare
Worldly Treasure. She’s a sister to the great
Worldly Beauty, those two by World Order,
the sister to Art Major’s dam Perfect Profile.
And that is a maternal family of champions.
There have been two Somebeachsomewhere sons to see their progeny hit the
racetrack – So Surreal (Must See) and Net
Ten EOM (Glowing Report) – and both have
shown well with their initial crops this year.
So Surreal had his winners in New York
while Net Ten EOM did more than just OK in
Indiana.
Captaintreacherous or “The Captain” as
he’s come to be called, averaged $69,811 in
Lexington and $70,481 in Harrisburg. Among
his headliners that we’ll be looking for
next year should be Captain’s Darlin’ from
Darlin’s Delight, who brought $185,000, and U
S Captain from American Jewel, the sister to
Luck Be Withyou from the very prolific Trim
Hanover.
Sweet Lou, by Yankee Cruiser from Bettor
Sweet’s dam Sweet Future, enjoyed a rather
unique career being a 2-year-old champion
as a colt and a Pacer of the Year at age 5. The
Sweet Lou’s averaged $72,862 in Lexington
and $47,188 at Harrisburg. His sales topper
was Lu’s Illusion from Artistic Vision, which
makes her a half-sister to the brilliant Rock
N Roll Heaven and the $2.7 million-winning
Clear Vision.
Sunshine Beach, the main contemporary
for Captaintreacherous during their racing
years, is by Somebeachsomewhere from the
Artsplace mare Lights Up. He ended “The
Captains” undefeated 3-year-old season
winning the Battle of Brandywine in a then
record 1:47 4/5. Sunshine Beach, who stands
in Canada, averaged $84,667 for three colts
in Lexington and $36,067 at Harrisburg. His
top price was for Ridin On Sunshine from
Takealilridewithme at $185,000, and we’ll
be watching Twin B Watching from Burnett

Young gun Dick
making headway
on the East coast
CONTINUED from page 1

U S Captain is just one of the current yearlings that will debut on the track in the
summer of 2018.
Blue Chip, who brought $50,000 at Harrisburg.
Father Patrick and Trixton were actually
stable mates along with the International
star Nuncio in their great sophomore seasons
back in 2014. It is remembered that Father
Patrick made an unfortunate break at the
starting gate in the Hambletonian that year
which was eventually won by Trixton after
dueling overland with Nuncio virtually the
entire mile. Father Patrick both raced and
stood stud at age 4 while Trixton had retired
after suffering an injury. Nuncio, owned by
Stefan Melander of Scarlet Knight fame, is
still active across the pond and may be pointing for the Prix D’Amerique in January.
With his abbreviated initial stallion season,
Father Patrick had just 47 foals to be yearlings of 2017. Considered the best ever son of
the top sire Cantab Hall, from Gala Dream,
Father Patrick’s sales topper Rifleman from
Designed To Be brought $330,000 in Lexington. In that Explosive Matter, the first Cantab
Hall son to reach stud, has shown well with
his own Hambletonian winner in Pinkman,
there is ample optimism for Father Patrick.
Trixton, still the ultimate son of leading
sire Muscle Hill, is from Emilie Cas El, a
champion sister to three significant sires in
Andover Hall, Conway Hall and Angus Hall.
Trixton averaged $50,550 in Harrisburg and
$54,395 in Lexington. Among his headliners
include Battenberg from Coffeecake Hanover
at $210,000 and Steuben Hanover from Star
Hanover at $200,000. Battenberg had what
some considered a spectacular video presentation and there will be those excited to see
what he looks like hooked up and going.
There’s always a bit of uncertainty with
initial crop stallions as no one can be absolutely certain which ones will hit and which
will miss. It was Hall Of Fame trainer-driver
and Hanover chief John F Simpson who was
quoted as saying, “Many (stallions) are called
but few are chosen.”
This year we have a quintet of exceptional
candidates. We will anxiously wait to see just
which ones are indeed the “chosen” ones.

good use of and the event proved a milestone. “It was a big thrill winning that
race,” said Dick, reflecting on the 48-1
shocker that landed him in the Meadowlands winner’s circle for the first time as
a driver. The 1:52 3/5 mile was a career
best for the horse.
Since then Major Legacy has climbed
the class ladder and been impressive
each week. He went from last to nearly
first finishing second a week later in a
1:51 2/5 mile, then proved a respectable
fourth with another class rise last Saturday. The trainer-driver made note that
he was giving his new stable star a week
off and will likely have him back to the
Meadowlands on December 16.
Southern Sport will be the lone horse
from Dick’s four-horse stable to race
at The Meadowlands this week as the
veteran is scheduled in a $7,500 claimer
on Thursday night.
“I just trained him and he’s acting
good,” said Dick, “But with a horse his
age a lot depends on how he feels on race
night and what kind of trip we can work
out.
“Now that the stakes horses are out of
here (The Meadowlands), I will probably
bring back Rockme Socks Off,” said Dick
of the 3-year-old that drew post 10 in
consecutive starts at The Meadowlands
earlier this meet and has gone back to
Monticello where he’s increased his
confidence.
The New Jersey-bred Its OK To Dream
will likely return to the races locally in
the near term for Dick. “She qualified in
2:04 at The Meadows,” said Dick of the
daughter of If I Can Dream. “She’s going
to need some work.”
While Dick spends much of his time
with his horses, he has not given up on
his education. “After high school I went
directly to work with the horses, but
I have been taking college courses at
night in Criminal Justice,” said Dick.
To date (December 5) Dick has accumulated 10 victories in 167 career starts
as a driver and posted a 6 for 80 record on
the training side. Although he only has
but one Meadowlands victory to date,
there’s a sense that Artie Dick has the
maturity and ability it takes to succeed
on the mile track and that more horses
and more trips to the winner’s circle are
in his near future.

Lessons learned from a handicapping tournament experience
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
On December 2 I competed in an online
qualifier for the World Harness Handicapping Championship. It was in some ways an
eye-opening experience in terms of value
hunting and what I like to call “vision”, which
is the ability to see beyond the obvious plays.
The contest spanned 12 races (Meadowlands 6-12 and Woodbine 6-10) and required
each of the 41 players to choice one horse per
race. Standings were determined by the $2
WPS payoffs for each horse with maximums
of $32/$18/$10 for each respective wager type.
I hit the nuts in the opening leg to break
on top but despite some smaller returns soon
found myself chasing in the middle of the
pack. You see, it is impossible to win a tournament and difficult to win pari-mutuelly
without selecting some bigger-priced horses.
Typically I stick with my top picks when
wagering and I bring that poor strategy into
these tournaments. With six races in the
books I began searching for horses that could
move me up in the standings. I mulled over
Fleet Bumblebee, who paid the max in all categories in the ninth race at The Meadowlands,
but ultimately I was lured back to my top pick
Stealth Hanover, a poor play at 1.70 to 1.
With seven or eight players hitting Fleet
Bumblebee, I was forced into desperation
mode because without a longshot there was
no chance for me to cash. This was a blessing in disguise in that my original logic was
rendered worthless and my focus was solely
on the best-priced horse with any opportunity to win.
With four races remaining, I had the
tenth race at The Meadowlands down to
three horses of interest – David’s Dream,

Iammrbrightside N and Home James. While
my top pick Iammrbrightside N still made the
most sense to me, he was a toss at 3-2 on the
toteboard. My gut was saying Home James
at 6-1 and I had his box clicked until about
six seconds remaining on the clock. Then it
finally sunk in . . . Home James was a bad
pick because I needed to make up ground and
he was too logical and quite frankly wasn’t
offering the same value as David’s Dream at
13-1. That last minute thinking proved profitable as David’s Dream won and vaulted me
into the money (top six).
The lesson here can easily be carried over
into the pari-mutuel world. While David’s
Dream was only my fifth pick of nine when I
graded the races back on Thursday, circumstances made him a more viable play come
Saturday. First of all, trainer Danielle Dailey
pulled off a 10-1 upset the prior night with
Workandplayhard and barns tend to get hot
in bunches. Secondly, I needed a longshot
and this guy has won here more than once in
similar time as his competition.
There is no doubt that luck was involved
and plays a huge role in these contests.
David’s Dream worked out a perfect trip and
won by the narrowest of margins.
After falling down to seventh but still in
striking position with just two races to go, I
elected to stay true to my top pick Lone Wolf
Terror at a juicy 7.80 to 1. He put in a strong
showing and may have won with clearance to
the outside but ultimately finished second by
a neck. That payoff was enough to place me in
sixth with one race to go and leave me with a
major decision.
Did I want to play it safe and cash or roll
the dice for an opportunity at a WHHC seat at
The Meadowlands on April 28?
It took only seconds to go for the seat as it
is hard enough to get into contention and I
didn’t want to waste the opportunity. While
it was obvious that my top two picks of More
Dragon and Calvin B would be very difficult
to beat in this spot, a pair of early scratches

opened up clear opportunity for the horses
on the outside of the gate. Along my line
of thinking from race 10, I instantly gravitated to Starznheaven for two reasons. One,
trainer Jordan Derue just sent out Lone Wolf
Terror to a solid placing in the previous race
and the racing colony at Saratoga is much
tougher than it gets credit for when shipping
to other tracks.
As you may have guessed, Starznheaven
won and I vaulted to the top of the standings
to win a seat in the WHHC, but that isn’t the
true point of this column.
The takeaway should be that maybe we
would all be better off if we went in with the
mindset that we have to pick a longshot in
almost every race. That doesn’t mean you
can’t land on the favorite at post time, but it
at least takes your mind through the process
of what could be possible as opposed to what
is most likely to occur.
It also isn’t a bad idea to look back and see
where you went wrong or if what happened
made sense. Twenty-five years ago when I
used to hang out in NYC OTB, there was this
guy named Lenny who always stared at his
program when the race was over. It never
made sense to me then, but maybe he was on
to something.
Going back to the 12th and deciding race,
1-2 favorite Calvin B was on a losing streak
and didn’t really race well in his prior start,
which is why I picked him second instead of
first despite a class advantage. My top pick
More Dragon finished just ahead of Calvin B
last week and raced well, but was he really
worth 5-2 off a third and at 2 for 19 this year?
He was certainly a more feasible play at post
time than Calvin B.
While as a public handicapper I don’t have
anything close to off odds to help guide me to
value in my analysis two or three days before
the races, you do! Come armed with ALL of
the possible scenarios and winners. Choose
wisely! The best horse is not always the best
bet.
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Preserving our horses is proving to be the key to success
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
As we reach the end of the calendar for 2017,
it’s time to reflect on the happenings and the
“what could haves” for the year. Mind you
there have been some amazing performances
while at the same time a significant deterioration of quality at the highest levels.
What has proven accurate this year,
perhaps more than ever, is that the strong that
did survive managed to garner the greatest
accolades and likely will achieve the rewards
that go with the performances.
Trainer Ron Burke’s crew never seems to
slow down and his powerful stable manages
to make as many stops as any during a long
and wearing stakes schedule. That Hannelore
Hanover and What The Hill struggled at times
during the year but were able to bounce back
and be dominant forces at the end of a long
campaign is proof of perhaps what everyone
in this business already knows, Burke’s skill
as a manager and conditioner of a large stable
is unmatched.
That Burke has not just entered the trotting picture but been so effective keeping
horses sound and durable has been a pleasant surprise, especially in a North American
scene that has tended to be dominated by
imported trainers.
Trainer Brian Brown is another that
deservers immense credit for not just guiding
the force of one 3-year-old pacing colt but two.
In a division that can be gruesome at times,
especially given the wicked miles horses must
race in Sire Stakes competition, somehow
Brown’s pair of Downbytheseaside and Fear
The Dragon managed to bounce back time and
time again when it seemed as if the end of their
form cycle had arrived.
Certainly Downbytheseaside’s farewell
performance at Dover was perhaps the single
most impressive pacing race of the year in
that it came at the end of a long campaign, one
that most would have expected to have taken
everything from a horse and left a shell at the
end. That this son of Somebeachsomewhere
was kicking sand in the face of all his rivals

and distancing himself finally from his stablemate Fear The Dragon may be an indication
of what’s in store for those currently booking
mares to him in Ohio.
From a fan’s perspective, there is only
appreciation and admiration for these conditioners and the jobs they did in 2017 for being
there at the start and finishing strongly. It’s
the goal of probably every trainer across the
globe, but achieving it is a combination of good
care and of course horses which recover and
perform at the highest level when called upon.
While some in this business have lamented
our “horse shortage”, perhaps the lessons
gleaned from 2017 and the horses that didn’t
make it, should be a reminder to all of us that we
need to preserve the horses we have while at the
same time maintaining a schedule to accommodate as many industry players as possible.
To me in some ways we have become
victims of the past, without coordinating a
plan to maximize horses’ racing careers and
not subject them to injury. The miracles of
modern medicine may make it possible for
athletes with two or more limbs to withstand
more punishment and continue to perform
weekly. At the same time, such medicine
doesn’t always prevent injury that can end or
derail a career in the athlete’s prime of life.
When Jim King Jr. suggested to me that he
was going to space the races out in 2018 for
his stars Christen Me N and Nike Franco N,
he appeared to understand that those sub-1:50
miles on a weekly basis are achieved at a price.
Perhaps at a time in our sport’s history horses
could come back every week. We have come
to realize that multiple heats in one day can
impact long term survival. Maybe it’s time to
rethink the schedule and the perceived need
to race as often as we do.
While I understand preserving race dates
would appear in the best interest of industry
survival, the question is how can we accomplish the best of both worlds? If extended race
dates means horses can only race at peak 50
percent of the times they appear on the track,
how exactly is that beneficial to the betting
public?
That is where we stand right now, with an
overnight schedule that more than compensates for the number of horses we have. The
opportunities have perhaps never been better
to get a horse raced three to four times monthly.
On the stakes side, I think we’ve done
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Trainer Ron Burke has dominated the
sport in wins and earnings in 2017.

ourselves a disservice by attempting to
combine our regional sire stakes program
with the Grand Circuit. The regional
programs have emerged with impressive
purses and therefore they have become that
much more competitive. While there was
a time one might consider a sire stakes an
easy race while prepping for a major stakes
event, that just doesn’t appear to be the case
these days whether 3-year-olds are on the trot
or pace. In combining sire stakes races and
Grand Circuit stakes in near proximity, we
put even more pressure on our horses.
Granted there are always exceptions to
every rule and the rules of nature don’t necessarily fall into a perfect pattern. Nevertheless,
the casualties of war that made 2017 in the
standardbred world much weaker due to the
absence of some notable stars, should give us
pause and perhaps make us look a little closer
at what can be done to alter the schedule and
in turn preserve our horses. The quality of the
racing product should be of paramount importance to all players in this industry and it’s
never good to see your stars on the sidelines.
Just ask the NFL what it’s like to have Aaron
Rodgers off the field on Sundays?
We have limited names with fan appeal
and we need to do everything in our power to
have them on the racetrack, even if it means
less often.
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EXPANDED BREEDERS CROWN EDITION

Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

Hannelore Hanover tops final industry poll

Asked
& Answered
By Ryan Macedonio
@Trotcast

We are lacking
big-ticket items

With the 2017 stakes season in the books,
35 industry insiders were asked to cast their
final votes for the Hambletonian Society/
Breeders Crown poll. Each participant was
asked to rank the 10 best horses in order and
the results produced a near dead-heat atop
the standings, perhaps indicating a tight vote
for Horse of the Year.
Hannelore Hanover received 14 first-place
votes while Ariana G garnared 13. The two
were separated but just eight total votes (320312) at the final tally. Undefeated Manchego
has tracked a steady third over the last
month in the poll and that status remained.
The biggest movement in the poll came in
the 3-year-old pacing colt division. Off an

ultra-impressive Progress Pace win at Dover
Downs, Downbytheseaside increased his
lead over rival Fear The Dragon from 9 points
to 70 (252-182).
It will be interesting to see if the two top
colts ultimately cancel each other out when
voting is tabulated for Pacer of the Year and
thus allowing 2-year-old filly pacer Youaremycandygirl to secure that prestigeous
honor.
Voting for the Dan Patch United States
Harness Writers Association year-end
awards is expected to begin this week and
winners are to be announced prior to the
Christmas holiday.

Penn National Gaming announces series
Penn National Gaming, Inc., the largest operator of Standardbred racetracks
in North America, today announced the
inaugural Penn National Gaming Harness
Racing Challenge, to be conducted throughout the 2018 racing season.
The series includes six separate stakes
events with purses totaling an estimated
$800,000. The races will be conducted at
three Penn National Gaming owned, or
jointly owned racetracks – Freehold Raceway
(Dexter Cup Final and Lady Suffolk - May
5), Hollywood Gaming at Dayton Raceway
(Dayton Trotting Derby and Dayton Pacing
Derby - September 28) and Plainridge Park
Casino (Spirit of Massachusetts and Clara
Barton Distaff - July 26.)
The top owner, driver and trainer based on
points accumulated in the series will receive
two (2) round trip airline tickets to Las Vegas
and a three (3) night stay at either the Tropicana Las Vegas or M Resort in Henderson,
NV, both Penn National Gaming owned properties.
“We have had a similar successful series

in place the past few years for our Thoroughbred racetracks and thought with our strong
presence in the harness racing industry,
and having key stake events throughout the
season, this would be a nice incentive for
those competing in our major races,” said
Mark Loewe, Vice President of Ohio Racing
Operations for Penn National Gaming.
The series will feature two events at each
track, both conducted on the same day. A new
stakes race on the calendar this year will
be the Clara Barton Distaff for aged pacing
mares to be conducted at Plainridge Park
Casino. “The Clara Barton fills a needed void
for this division in this time frame and is a
great compliment to our Spirit of Massachusetts (aged trot) which debuted last year as
the richest harness race ever in the Commonwealth,” said Steve O’Toole, Director of
Racing for Plainridge Park Casino.
Complete rules and the point system for
the Penn National Harness Racing Challenge
will be posted shortly on the websites of the
participating racetracks.

-edited release (Penn National Gaming)

$300 SIGN UP BONUS
BET NOW!

I promise that I was going to write
about this topic before the Jeff Gural
GoFundMe appeared last week to raise
money for The Meadowlands. Usually I
write about current events and topics
that I find interesting, then relate it to
harness racing. Well, South Park Studios
(Matt Stone and Trey Parker) is holding
a contest to get drawn into one of their
episodes, meet the creators, and get a
grand tour of their workshop! Pretty cool
grand prize! To enter, you make a donation and based upon how much money,
you get a certain number of entry tickets
for the grand drawing. They also decided
to up the ante by adding other cool gifts
the more you donate. The proceeds go to
NEXT for AUTISM, so it’s a win-win for
everyone involved. A++ for Public Relations and advertising.
Back to Gural . . . I’m not here to talk
about the idea, but rather the execution of the GoFundMe page. South Park
and The Daily Show with Trevor Noah
proved that you can get a lot of people to
donate to a grand prize if you offer cool
stuff. Take away the charitable donations to Next for Autism and I still think
that a lot of people are paying a boatload
of money to enter these contests because
you get a prize that is truly legendary.
But then I started thinking about what
the Meadowlands or Harness Racing in
general, could offer up as a grand prize
to mimic . . . and I came up with nothing.
Sure, there would be some cool consolation prizes involving dinners, tours,
merchandise, etc., but nothing really
stood out as a “wow” prize to me.
Then I started thinking about why we
have so little to offer. We haven’t elevated
the faces of our industry into superstars.
Drivers Tim Tetrick, Yannick Gingras
and Brian Sears are all nice guys and fun
to be around, but there isn’t a mystique
about them. People aren’t going to flood
the entry boxes for a chance to have dinner
with those guys. The actual racetrack
isn’t hallowed ground. You can’t invite
people onto the track and expect them to
be in awe like they would be running onto
the field at Jerry World (AT&T Stadium
where the Dallas Cowboys play). There is
no real place in harness Racing that feels
exclusive for the fans.
I can think of an over the top grand
prize in almost every sport that is attractive to someone 18-45. So what do you
think it could be in Harness Racing?

