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Whether you deal in Christmas bonuses or
Hannukah gelt, the sport of Harness Racing
has something to reward you in the days leading up to the holidays this weekend. First at
The Meadowlands on Thursday, there is a
$25,874 pick five carryover and one night later
at Woodbine handicappers can sink their teeth
into a $548,396 mandatory payout Jackpot Hi 5
opportunity.
While these wagers come with a higher
degree of difficulty, they also present a nice
opportunity for players to get a larger return
on their investment should they be so skilled
(or lucky) to select the winning combination.
It is almost certain that both pools will result
in takeout free wagering, meaning the normal
15% cut that comes off the top of these wagers
is covered by the carryover amount.
While I’m not going to provide straight analysis in this space since you can read my Meadowlands Thursday analysis here or watch
videos I did with Matt Rose on both wagers
here, I thought providing some inside-thelines information on the races and presenting
the contenders could be helpful.
Let’s start with the Meadowlands sequence
which begins in race 1 on Thursday, off time
approximately 7:15 p.m.

Thursday’s Meadowlands Pick 5 carryover
starts in race 1.

Race 1
We have an amateur race here, which can
be a crapshoot at times. Most of the wagering
dollars are likely to fall the way of (2) ELLEN’S
STREAK & (7) DREAM ROCKER. The former
was unstoppable in these races three and four
starts back but lacked the same zip two back
and broke last time. She can win the race but
taking a stand with her seems ballsy. I feel like
Dream Rocker hasn’t done anything great or
awful recently. He is more of a horse that if no
one steps up, he’ll win the race.
Main Contenders: 2,4,7,8; Price Plays: 1,3;
Somewhat Unlikely: 5,6,9; Hard to Imagine: 10
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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“
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I think he’s the greatest pacer
to ever walk on this earth.
— Trainer Jimmy Takter, who has now conditioned 3 Horse of the Year Champions
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Woodbine Jackpot Hi 5 sits at $548,396 for Friday’s 12th race
CONTINUED from page 1

Race 2

These Non-winners events for 2-4 yearolds can often provide a haven for heavy
favorites to dominate, but Racing Secretary Peter Koch has done a good job putting
together an eclectic group that leaves many
viable options depending on how you view
the race. (2) EURO GAP could garner some
attention having won his recent qualifier
by open lengths with hobbles added, though
I’m not sure that the victory was as impressive as the line looks on paper. (3) PRETTY
PHYLLY G came out of the same race and
was parked a long way before gaining the
pocket. She only shows being on the front
in the race because the leader drifted off
the cones and backed up around the half. (7)
WINDSUN MISSION moved into a new barn
last time and showed no signs of the breaking problem that existed in previous efforts.
I thought it was a very sharp win, albeit
versus very weak foes.
Main Contenders: 2,6,7,10; Price Plays: 3,4,9;
Somewhat Unlikely: 1,5,8

Race 3
Here is another of these NW2 races that
have no shortage of contenders. Speaking
just on the win end, I’m not sure I would back
any of these fillies as the favorite. (4) SOMETHINGINAWATER was a convincing winner
under mild urging with the trainer in the
bike during her recent qualifier. (3) QUEEN
JOSEPHINE really didn’t get away very fast
from the inside at Yonkers. Does that mean
she’ll prefer a bigger track? (7) BIG BAD
BEACH is the only horse in the race coming
off a win and she picks up the red hot Brett
Miller. That seems interesting.
Main Contenders: 3,4,7; Price Plays: 1,5,9;
Somewhat Unlikely: 2,6,8

Race 4
Some people loathe these bottom level trot
races but I view them as reasonably formful.
I definitely expect (8) WINDSONG ILLUSION
to take plenty of tote action despite being
69-1 last time. He raced evenly from post 10
coming off two breaks but picks up Brett
Miller, he of the eight wins last Friday. (1)

MASTER OF EXCUSES and (4) MONTALBANO BI are the other most likely to win and
take tote action.
Main Contenders: 1,5,9; Price Plays: 10;
Somewhat Unlikely: 2,4; Hard to Imagine: 3,6,7,8

Race 5

All handicappers will have to make a huge
decision here. Do you believe that (2) NOT
BEFORE EIGHT simply lays over the field
or are you so turned off by her recent lack of
form that you feel the need to spread? Once
you get past #2 there are three or four others
which merit consideration.
Main Contenders: 2; Price Plays: 1,6,8,9;
Somewhat Unlikely: 3,4,5,7; Hard to Imagine: 10
For the record, my .50 pick five ticket reads:
1,2,4,7 / 6,7 / 3,4,5,7 / 1,5,9 / 2 = $48
You’ll notice all of my ‘Main Contenders’
don’t appear on the ticket, but that is because
while I think people will view some of these
horses as serious contenders, I don’t necessarily agree. I tried to list the contenders as
how the public will view the race.

Race 12 - Jackpot Hi 5
Moving on to the Jackpot Hi 5, my belief
has always been that if you are working with
a budget you must single a horse and hope for
the best. In the case of Friday’s 12th race, that
means you have a 1 in 12 shot of picking the
winner and hopefully all the pegs fall in line
behind that horse.
My hopes and dreams of hitting will live
and die with (10) GRATIAS DEO. I don’t
believe his recent past performance lines
are a true indicator of what he can potentially accomplish on Friday. There was no
opportunity for him to finish in the money
last week from post 10 and he was certainly
compromised in his prior start when all of
the horses around him left and he wound up
first-over.
While it doesn’t show in his recent lines,
Gratias Deo does have some early speed,
which he’ll need to overcome the tough
outside post. At least at 12-1 on the morning
line, there is the hope that if he wins we’ll be
handsomely rewarded.
Looking at the race as a whole, I don’t
see a ton of early speed signed on, which
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I might bet the ticket like this:
5 / 3,4,6,8 / 3,4,6,8 / 3,4,6,8 / All
3,4,6,8 / 5 / 3,4,6,8 / 3,4,6,8 / All
3,4,6,8 / 3,4,6,8 / 5 / 3,4,6,8 / All
Each of the above tickets costs $38.40 for a total
of $115.20.
Wrapping the column up, here is my .20 Hi
5 play:
10 / 3,5,8,11 / 3,5,8,11 / 1,2,3,4,5,8,11 / ALL = $96
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could easily benefit (1) A COOL CARD, (3)
YS LOTUS, (8) PAPARAZZI HANOVER and
(11) REGAL SON. That said, I wasn’t overly
impressed with A Cool Card’s win last week
versus cheaper. The other three are all being
used in my second and third slots along with
(5) SHADOW MARGEAUX, who is simply
razor sharp now.
Before listing my ticket, I’ve enlisted our
WEG handicapper Garnet Barnsdale to
provide his viewpoint:
WEG has done a good job putting together a
very evenly matched field of 12 here that should
produce a decent payoff. With that noted, you
have to look to narrow down the field somehow
and my initial thought is to toss the (9) SHOCK
N ROCK and (10) GRATIAS DEO, who I can’t
imagine can work out any kind of a decent trip
with 10 horses starting inside of them, as main
contenders. I also would be inclined to toss (1)
A COOL CARD, who takes a big step up off a
win vs. much weaker.
That leaves us with nine horses of which I
am likely going to look to center most of my
action around (5) SHADOW MARGEAUX
making the ticket. He raced huge on the rim
first up last week and would have won if he
could have fished cover out. I think he should
find a helmet to follow here. (3) YS LOTUS
should show more making his second start in
this class, moving inside and with the Allard
barn heating up of late. (4) ELECTRIC WESTERN should make the Hi 5 if he can come up
with another sub-28 kicker. (8) PAPARAZZI
HANOVER will be one of the main speed
threats for a driver/trainer that has been hot
here the past few cards. (6) THE REV went
a long trip last week but kept coming. He is
rounding into form and he does his best work
in the winter.

Top Stories

HARNESS PPS

DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

EXPANDED BREEDERS CROWN EDITION

ENTRIES

DRF HARNESS LIVE

Take advantage
of our 2016 rates now
and reap the benefits.

Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2

Wishing everyone a
very happy and healthy
holiday season

Michelle & Albert Crawford  Family owned and operated since 1966  CrawfordFarms.com

Darin Zoccali’s predictions and expectations for the New Year
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
As we close the book on 2016, in addition
to looking back at the year that was, I like
to look forward to what may be in the year
ahead as well. In doing so, there are some
things that I am excited for as well as some
bold predictions I can make as we head into
2017.

Gabe Prewitt Named Director of Racing at
Pompano Park
First, let me say that Brett Revington did
a tremendous job at Florida’s five-eighths
mile oval. He did great work in helping put
Pompano back on people’s radar when looking for a standardbred signal.
In 2013, Pompano Park was falling short of
$25 Million in handle for the entire meet that
included 140 days of racing. Fast forward to
the 2016 racing season and Pompano Park
saw handle of $60 Million over the same
number of race dates. To call that good work
would be an understatement.
While Revington is heading back north
to take on a significant role as the Executive Director of Standardbred Racing at
the Commission in Pennsylvania, track
announcer and handicapper Gabe Prewitt
will be stepping into the role as Director of
Racing at Pompano Park.
For those of us who know Gabe well, we are
well aware that he has long been much more
than a track announcer and public handicapper. He has had a significant and influential role in Kentucky standardbred racing
for many years and has recently brought his
talents to south Florida as well. He is exactly
what a racetrack needs, an expert harness
player himself who understands how to
maximize the efficiency of a wagering format
while simultaneously giving the horse player
exactly what they want and need. While
Pompano continues to face the uncertainty
of what is to come regarding potential decoupling in Florida, there is no one better able to
build on Revington’s fine work at Pompano
and help secure a bright future for harness
racing in the state than Gabe Prewitt.

Breeders Crown at Hoosier Park
In my opinion, Hoosier Park has the product
with the most potential in the sport of harness
racing. The racing is extremely competitive,
the driving colony is excellent and with the
recent renaissance of the Indiana breeding
program, the quality of horse-flesh continues to skyrocket. In addition, their racing
programs are choc-full of big fields.
This is the perfect time for Hoosier to play
host to Harness Racing’s year-end championship event. I do think they can put up simi-

lar numbers to a Meadowlands or Woodbine
Breeders Crown with the right conditions.
I did refer to the potential of Hooiser Park,
because I do believe that much of that potential is still unfulfilled. I think some of the
things that can be done to help Hoosier fulfill
their potential are very simple, like moving
back their post time and making sure to
stay off of signals like Indiana Grand (who
ironically is under the same ownership as
Hoosier) and The Meadowlands as much as
possible. Judging by public opinion on social
media, it would also help if the track widened
its signal distribution and made it more
viable for major players.
If Hoosier can make some simple adjustments pertaining to post times and their
wagering format, it could see the kind of
success Pompano Park has been realizing
over the past three years.

A Different ‘Miller Time’ at The Meadowlands
With many of the mainstays at The Meadowlands taking time off this winter, Brett
Miller has the potential to have a monster
year if he drives at the New Jersey oval on a
full-time basis. He is going to get first call for
many of the big stables racing at The Meadowlands and he’ll probably drive twice as many
favorites as any other driver at the East Rutherford oval. This past Friday night, Miller
won no less than eight races, tying the record
for wins on a single card at The Meadowlands,
previously set by Mike Lachance in 1995.
Since The Meadowlands returned in
mid-October, Miller has won 31 of 149 races
and has been in the money in 44-percent of
his drives. For the bettors, his R.O.I. over
this period is $2.44. In other words, if you
bet Brett Miller to win in all 149 races, you
would be showing a 22-percent profit on those
wagers.
In the month of December, Miller has
won 28-percent of his starts (19 for 69) while
finishing in the money 57-percent of the time.
His R.O.I. is an absurd $3.54.
So, with Tetrick headed to North Carolina,
Dave Miller en-route to Florida, Gingras
driving sparingly, Zeron at Yonkers and
Callahan saying he will not be at The Meadowlands on Thursdays, the door is wide open
for Brett Miller to dominate.
Here is a bold prediction, Brett Miller will
be atop the driver standings at The Meadowlands come Hambletonian Day and at the
apex of the winter meet, he will be winning
races at a 30-percent clip.

James Witherite Breakout Year
For full disclosure, James is a friend of
mine, so I am not exactly impartial here.
But if you didn’t know, there isn’t a thing in
harness racing that Witherite can’t do. He is
one of the best race callers in harness racing
and if his sole focus were on race calling, I
have little doubt that he could launch a career
that would find him calling thoroughbred
races on a major circuit in the near future.

Lisa Photo

Brett Miller tied the track record at The
Meadowlands with eight wins on Friday
December 16.

He is also an accomplished musician. When
I say accomplished, he plays more instruments than some people can name. Without
question, he is the best bugler in horse racing.
He is also an exceptional writer who has
mastered the English language and is now
taking on the role of oddsmaker and handicapper at The Meadowlands, a role I know is
one of the more challenging in all of racing.
Make no mistake, Witherite is a tremendous asset to harness racing because he
could be successful in a myriad of other
fields, yet he chooses to stay committed to
the sport he loves. I think this year Witherite
finds himself with an opportunity that puts
him center-stage in racing.

New USTA President
Obviously, I don’t know who is going to
become the new President of the United
States Trotting Association and aside from
reading some things on social media, I am
unsure as to who formally will run for the
post. However, as is the case in many businesses and pollical posts, the time for a
change has come.
I mean no disrespect to Mr. Langley, a lifelong supporter of harness racing himself.
But, the landscape of the harness racing
industry is much different as we move into
2017 and with it should come a new direction.
I can’t be sure who will take the reins of the
association going forward, but I can be filled
with hope that it will be a person who brings
energy, creativity, youth and unwavering
passion to the industry.
With that said, I wish you all the best of
holiday seasons and a happy and healthy new
year as well.
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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‘EYE’ on the Meadowlands
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.

Saturday, November 19, 2016
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$8.00

tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

New
Low Price!

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Ooh Rah is finally ready to strut his stuff on the racetrack
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Timing means everything in the breeding
business. Take for example Don La Montagne
back in the fall of 2014. La Montagne, a small
commercial breeder by any analysis, was set
to send a profoundly sharp-looking son of
Credit Winner to the Harrisburg sale.
“He was hip number 38,” La Montagne said,
suggesting that the pedigree and the physical
appearance of his yearling was exceptional
and ranked among the cream of the crop
scheduled to go on the auction block.
“About a week before the sale he got loose
and ran into a bush and cut up his eye pretty
badly,” said La Montagne, recalling the situation that changed the course for him. “We
had to take him out of the sale.”
The colt was out of La Montagne’s Muscles
Yankee-sired Motivational, a brilliant stakes
winner in New Jersey as a 2- and 3-year-old
in 2004-5 earning above $300K with 15 victories in 31 lifetime tries.
But Motivational has proven to be an equal
if not better producer of trotting stock. That
has been to the benefit of Montagne and his
wife Kathleen, who trains, and some others
along the way that have managed to share in
the process.
The success of Motivational’s first foal in
2009, Carnegie, a son of Conway Hall, allowed
the La Montagne’s to market her second foal,
a filly named In Good Faith that sold later
that year for $67,000 in Lexington.
Motivational’s third foal was Fico, a Credit
Winner-sired colt that brought $155,000 at
auction in the fall of 2011 and went on to earn
over $200K on the racetrack.
In 2014 La Montagne was going to bring
Ooh Rah, a full brother to Fico, to Harrisburg and no matter how biased his expectations were, it’s reasonable to conclude the
colt could have brought high six-figures as a
product of a 100-percent producing dam.
But the injury put those notions aside for
La Montagne and instead he put Ooh Rah
into training that fall and prepared him for a
2-year-old campaign in 2015.
“He was a very big colt and he trained down
very well at 2,” said La Montagne, “When we
got down to 2:07 he started to get sore in his
knees so we quit with him.”
One season lost was a minor setback but La
Montagne felt from his experience that it was
never good to rush a young and still developing horse. Most notably the suggestion that a
big trotter needs more time to have his bones
mature otherwise soundness issues will
always prevail.
Early in 2016, Ooh Rah was training
down for his sophomore campaign when La
Montagne had his knees x-rayed again and
found that the growth timetable for Ooh
Rah had not in fact aligned with the stakes

Ooh Rah won his last race at Yonkers Raceway by more than nine lengths.
season ahead. “It was disappointing,” said
La Montagne. “He felt so good training down
and showed the ability but he wasn’t ready.”
The stakes season had come and gone and
more than two years from what could have
been an impressive payday in Harrisburg,
La Montagne was finally ready to let the rest
of the world get a glimpse of the gorgeous
Credit Winner gelding. The first go-round
was on November 18 at Yonkers where
George Brennan, a longtime regular pilot for
the La Montagnes, raced him from behind
in a qualifier against pacers and managed a
third-place finish timed in 1:58 3/5.
“I wanted to race him from behind,” said
La Montagne. “Every foal from Motivational
has been a bit warm and I didn’t want to get
him into any bad habits going forward.”
Options for racing a young and inexperienced trotter dry up as winter approaches
but Ooh Rah was ready to race and his first
start would come at Yonkers from post nine
in the second tier of a mile and a quarter race
for non-winners of two.
“There really wasn’t much you could do.
It was an off track and he was starting from
the second tier, so George had to try to weave
through traffic,” said La Montagne.
Indeed it was a very impressive first start
as Ooh Rah made up ten lengths, closing to be
second going the added distance in 2:30 3/5, a
half-length off the winner.
A week later on December 6, Ooh Rah
again had drawn poorly, this time post seven,
and driver Matt Kakaley followed the trainer’s instructions to keep the horse off the gate
and race him from behind. Unfortunately
the early pace was pedestrian and Ooh Rah
had no chance of advancing in the final half,
finishing a well beaten fourth.

Tom Berg

Post positions and race distances didn’t
improve for the connections as Ooh Rah
landed post eight in his next start at Yonkers
with Brennan back in the bike for the added
distance contest.
“I was a little concerned,” said La Montagne
of that race. “There was a recall. Andy’s
(Miller) horse made a break in the two-hole
and interfered with the trailing horses.”
Indeed a recall was the last thing the
trainer was looking for because it could get a
hot horse a little more fired up.
Ooh Rah looked as fired up as a horse could
be leaving the gate that afternoon and jetting
to the top well before the opening quarter. Yet,
Brennan had the sophomore rating comfortably on the lead and free from the competition. On the last turn Ooh Rah simply pulled
away from his rivals, winning by more than
nine lengths in 2:29 2/5.
It may have been just a non-winners of
two event but it was clear that Ooh Rah has
the ability and could have some major earning power going forward when the calendar
makes him a 4-year-old.
“He gets around Yonkers very well and the
money is good,” said La Montagne. “He’ll be
able to race in this class (non-winners of 2) for
a few more starts.”
La Montagne has broken and already likes
what he sees in Peggy Sue, a full sister to
Carnegie and half-sister to Ooh Rah.
“She’s got speed but is a little bit on the
warm side. All of Motiviational’s foals were
that way. We’ll try to bring her along slowly,”
said La Montagne.
Ooh Rah, named for the battle cry of the
Marines, has battled soreness along the way.
He now appears stronger and ready for the
racing wars in 2017.

Always B Miki named 2016 Horse of the Year
Five-year-old stallion Always B Miki on
Monday was named harness racing’s Pacer
of the Year and Horse of the Year by the U.S.
Harness Writers Association while 3-yearold colt Marion Marauder was named Trotter
of the Year in the closest vote in the 46-year
history of the award.
Always B Miki, who on Friday was named
the Dan Patch Award winner for best older
male pacer, defeated 4-year-old gelding Wiggle
It Jiggleit in the voting for Pacer of the Year,
109-37, and for Horse of the Year, 102-32. Wiggle
It Jiggleit was the 2015 Horse of the Year.
Marion Marauder, who this year became
the ninth horse in history to win the Trotting Triple Crown, edged 4-year-old mare
Hannelore Hanover in the voting for Trotter
of the Year, 73-72. The previous closest finish
for Trotter of the Year was in 1971 when
Speedy Crown defeated Fresh Yankee, 71-68.
Hannelore Hanover finished third in Horse
of the Year balloting, with 10 votes, while
Marion Marauder was tied with 3-year-old
male pacer Betting Line with four votes
apiece.
Always B Miki was trained by Jimmy
Takter, who joins Stanley Dancer as the only
trainers to condition at least three different
Horse of the Year winners. Takter’s previous
Horse of the Year champions were trotters
Moni Maker, who captured the award in 1998
and 1999, and Malabar Man in 1997.
In addition, Takter is the fifth trainer to
have both a pacer and trotter receive Horse
of the Year honors. He joins Dancer, Blair
Burgess, Billy Haughton, and Clint Hodgins
in that group.
Always B Miki, who was twice sidelined
by injuries that forced him to miss the end of
his 3-year-old season and the majority of his
4-year-old campaign, paced the fastest mile
in harness racing history on Oct. 9 at Lexington’s Red Mile when he won the Allerage
Open Pace in 1:46.
His time eclipsed Cambest’s 1:46 1/5 mark,
which was established in a time trial and
stood as the record for 23 years, and lowered
the race record, shared by multiple horses,
by four-fifths of a second.
In addition to becoming the fastest horse
in history, Always B Miki shares the world
record of 1:47 for the fastest mile by a horse
on a five-eighths-mile track. Always B Miki
paced 1:47 on a five-eighths oval on three
occasions, an unprecedented feat. He also
holds the record of 1:47 1/5 for the fastest mile
ever paced in Canada.
Always B Miki, driven by David Miller,
won 12 of 18 races this year and finished
worse than second only once. His victories
included the Breeders Crown, Ben Franklin, William Haughton Memorial, and TVG
Series championship for male pacers.
“I think he’s the greatest pacer to ever walk
on this earth,” Takter said earlier this year.
“I really do. If everything would have been
his way, could you imagine how much even
better he could have been? He’s a great, great
horse.”
A son of Always A Virgin out of the mare

Usual head-scratchers
appear on Dan Patch
Award ballots
By Derick Giwner

Nikki Sherman

Always B Miki paced the fastest mile in
history--1:46-- in October.

Artstopper, Always B Miki was bred by Joe
Hurley’s Roll The Dice Stable, which owns
the stallion with Bluewood Stable and Christina Takter.
“If someone said I could win Powerball for
some ridiculous amount of money or have
Miki, it wouldn’t even be a question. It would
be Miki,” Hurley said earlier this year. “This
is like Powerball on steroids.”
Marion Marauder, who was named the
sport’s best 3-year-old male trotter last Thursday, was the first Trotting Triple Crown
winner since 2006, sweeping the Hambletonian, Yonkers Trot, and Kentucky Futurity. In
addition, he won the Goodtimes Stakes and a
division of the Stanley Dancer Memorial on
his way to $1.48 million in purses. His earnings led all trotters in North America.
Marion Marauder won 10 of 15 starts and
finished second three times this season
for the wife-and-husband training team of
Paula Wellwood and Mike Keeling. Marion
Marauder is owned by the couple’s son, Devin
Keeling, and Wellwood’s mother, Marion
Jean Wellwood. Scott Zeron was the colt’s
regular driver.
A son of stallion Muscle Hill out of the mare
Spellbound Hanover, Marion Marauder was
bred by William Mulligan.
Hannelore Hanover, who was named the
sport’s best older female trotter, won 17 of
20 races and earned $1.11 million in purses,
leading all female trotters in earnings.
The remaining divisional champion trotters were Walner (2-year-old male), Ariana G
(2-year-old female), Broadway Donna (3-yearold female), and Obrigado (older male). Other
divisional champion pacers were Huntsville
(2-year-old male), Idyllic Beach (2-yearold female), Betting Line (3-year-old male),
Pure Country (3-year-old female), and Lady
Shadow (older female).
All winners will be honored at the Dan
Patch Awards banquet presented by Hoosier
Park on Sunday (Feb. 26) at the Planet Hollywood casino in Las Vegas. Information about
the Dan Patch Awards banquet presented by
Hoosier Park is available at www.ushwa.org.
For complete voting totals for all awards,
click here.

--edited release (USHWA)

In this Harness Racing rendition of
the movie Groundhog Day, where Bill
Murray has to relive the same day over
and over, I’m once again left wondering what certain voters were thinking
when they voted for this year’s Dan Patch
awards.
There is good and bad in everything, so
let me start with the positive news. Every
horse that received a Dan Patch Award
for 2016 was deserving of the honor. Even
better, the number of ballots totaled 155, a
14% increase over 2015.
Now we continue our regularly scheduled questioning of the voting . . .
I challenge the person who voted for
Sintra as the best 3-year-old colt pacer
to step forward and explain their logic.
How can a horse that earned more than
a million less than winner Betting Line
and runner-up Racing Hill even be
mentioned in the same sentence?
How about Overdraft Volo? What about
her stats (10-3-3-2 / $147,594) compare
favorably to Ariana G (11-9-1-0 / $743,967)?
Please, whoever voted her way, how did
you come to that conclusion?
My favorite single vote came for Wind
Of The North. Somehow a person found
his 6 wins in 25 starts with but $234K
earned to be on par with Obrigado and
Resolve, both near the million mark in
earnings for the year.
Velocity Vespa is a nice little pacing
mare, but she couldn’t shine Lady Shadow’s shoes in 2016. I can only guess that
someone from Florida wanted her to get
recognition after a solid campaign at
Pompano early in the year.
There are even more examples of these
voting oddities, but you get the point.
When I sit down to vote, the goal is to
find the most worthy candidate. There
were one or two horses I wanted to vote
for because I liked the trainer or for some
other obscure reason, but at the end of
the day I need to be able to wake up in the
morning feeling I did the right thing. We
aren’t here to spotlight our favorite horse.
The task is to choose the BEST.
On another similar note, while David
Miller was certainly a deserving winner
of the Driver of the Year award, how is
it possible that leading money winner
Yannick Gingras didn’t even make the
ballot?
Perhaps USHWA needs to change
something in the nomination process to
ensure all deserving candidates at least
make the ballot. Maybe there can be an
oversight committee to add an overlooked
candidate prior to voting.

