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Enthusiasm surrounds The Stable
after successful Open House
By Garnet Barnsdale
Not even a blast of cold, wintery weather
could stop an enthusiastic crowd estimated
at 200 from attending fractional ownership
group The Stable’s Open House and Live Sale
last weekend at the Tomiko Training Centre
in Hamilton, Ontario.
The Stable – launched in 2015 by horseman
Anthony Macdonald and his wife Amy – has
enjoyed promising growth in a short time.
“We currently have 62 horses and 172 owners.
In the 48 hours since we held the Open House
we have added eight new owners and there are
twice that many pondering investments,” said
Macdonald, who expects that by Christmas
The Stable will boast more than 200 active
owners.
Several current and prospective owners
braved the cold to watch the yearlings train
in seven sets of six, driven by prominent local
teamsters.
“I recently purchased into the yearling
pacing filly Vintage Blues and was looking
forward to seeing her in person,” said owner
Joe Santos, of Mississauga, Ontario. “I also
wanted to take the opportunity to meet other
owners.”
Santos has been an owner since last year
and he said he first found out about The Stable
at an information session held at Woodbine in
January of this year. “A few weeks later I met
with Anthony on an insurance matter and had
the chance to tour his barn and chat about The
Stable,” said Santos. “In the end, it was Anthony’s vision of what horse racing could be and
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Yearlings make their way around a snowcovered surface at Tomiko Training Centre
in Ontario.

his passion that made me decide I wanted to
be a part of it, so I ended up going home that
day owning my first Standardbred horses by
buying into pacing colt East Bound Eddie and
pacing filly Ohello Blue Chip.”
The Open House yearlings were handled by
local drivers Jody Jamieson, Sylvain Filion,
Billy Davis Jr., James Macdonald, Paul Mackenzie, J Bradley Harris and Dan ‘O Brian, all
of whom donated their time to train the yearlings. Jamieson said he was happy to assist.
“I’m always trying to help our industry and I
believe this is helping our industry as well as
helping my friend,” said Jamieson.
“It’s something I really appreciate,”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

SIGN UP
BONUS

risk free this winter!
© 2016 Daily Racing Form, LLC - 708 3rd Ave, 12th Floor, NY, NY 10017

The Stable expects to approach 200 owners by the start of 2017

Garnet Barnsdale

Despite snow and threatening skies, a large crowd braved the weather to watch yearlings last Saturday.
CONTINUED from page 1

Macdonald said about the support. “We all
have things to do this close to Christmas,
and to drive someone else’s yearlings for four
hours on a Saturday morning/afternoon and
then race horses Saturday night, that says a
lot about the character of my brother James,
Sylvan, Jody, Paul, J Harris, Danny and Billy
Davis. I truly appreciate what they did.”
Owner Marc Treffi, of Glens Falls, New
York, couldn’t make it to the Open House due
to poor weather conditions, but he was happy
to be able to watch the HD video stream on
the live Facebook feed. “We live over six
hours away so we have to plan travel and get
a hotel,” explained Treffi. “We do it because
we love it. The Stable is an amazing community to be a part of and it is important to us to
see the care that the horses receive and to be
able to interact with everyone in the stable.”
Treffi said that his family has bought into
three yearlings so far and are considering
buying percentages of others. He mentioned
the drone videos as a unique offering that

The Stable provides which allows him to
watch his horses train even if he isn’t there.
“Anthony, Amy and everyone in the stable
did a great job putting together a live stream
of the event so we were able to see the yearlings train,” Treffi remarked. “This is a
feature that we love as we can’t always be
there to see them train week after week but
we get to see videos from the drone to see the
progress that the horses are making.”
Macdonald also mentioned a new owner
that heard his interview on a local sports
radio station two days before the Open House
that came out and bought a share in a My
MVP yearling trotter American League.
“It shows the types of people that came
out,” said MacDonald. “This gentleman and
his buddies heard The Fan 590 interview and
came out to the training centre to look at
horses and indeed buy one.”
Macdonald explained that with the yearlings that were bought at sales this fall, there
were 3900 shares offered for sale. “We have sold
three-quarters of them already, and with 91
e-mails unread from today alone, I expect that
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number to drop consistently,” he exclaimed.
At this point, it would be hard to argue that
The Stable’s fractional ownership model is
not only working, but thriving after only one
year in operation.
“What we set out to do is consistently show
our industry what fractional ownership can
mean for them,” Macdonald explained. “I
know what it will do for Amy and me, but that
doesn’t do much for everyone else. The people
of the industry are finally starting to understand the power of fractional ownership
when done the way we do it. We are changing the business model of this industry back
to what it once was. By focusing on offering
an affordable experience to the owner that is
otherwise unmatched in society, we are opening avenues for investment that were otherwise untapped in the past. The big picture for
us is to pour the foundation for what will be a
long-term game-changing project, literally.”
Based on the large turnout on a cold wintery
morning to The Stable’s first Open House and
Live Sale, it appears Macdonald and crew are
well on their way to solidifying that foundation.
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.

FEATURED
TRACKS

=pq^cc=pmlq=mi^vp=~í=jb^alti^kap

MEADOWLANDS
POST TIME 7:15 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 4
PPS PAGE 8

‘EYE’ on the Meadowlands
eçêëÉë=qç=t~íÅÜ=_ó=aÉêáÅâ=dáïåÉê
QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.
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SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Driver Jordan Stratton’s success can ride into the new year
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
December is usually a quiet month once all
the stakes have run their course. Yet there is
still activity at the racetracks that remain
open. The 29-year-old Jordan Stratton has
been doing what he does in December and that
is driving horses at Yonkers Raceway. Stratton
of course came to prominence in a major way
this year when he captured the Levy Memorial
with Bit Of A Legend N.
Over the last two weeks Stratton has been
behind another import that may have him
looking towards the 2017 Levy in a brand new
way.
Provocativeprincen is another arrival from
down under owned by Harry von Knoblauch
and he too may have the character and talent
necessary to reach the top in the coming year.
“I’m really looking forward to see how he
develops,” said Stratton following the horse’s
most recent third-place finish at Yonkers this
past Saturday.
This was no ordinary third-place finish for
Provocativeprincen. Trailing by more than 13
lengths after a very soft opening half, the son
of Grinfromeartoear exploded coming wide
through the stretch. His final quarter of 26 1/5
was electrifying as was his sub-53 final half on
a rather cold evening.
Times can fool the best of us these days but
those numbers are quite striking given the cool
temperatures.
“I like to race them from behind in their first
starts here,” said Stratton. “If you take them to
the front right away they may get their feelings
bruised.”
Stratton employed the come-from-behind
model with Bit Of A Legend N when he came on
the scene in early 2016 and by the time the Levy
Series had rolled into town he would become a
bit of a local legend.
“We’ll find out more about him when we try
him on the front end,” said Stratton, well aware
that half mile track racing, rather winning
over half mile tracks, requires a horse with the
ability to hit the front and remain there.
While it’s still too early to predict how high
Provocativeprincen will make it in the coming
year, Stratton appears to have plenty of potential contenders for the 2017 edition of the Levy
scheduled to begin in March.
Roland N Rock, a soon-to-be 5-year-old son
of Rocknroll Hanover, has never quite reached
the heights that were expected of him when he
arrived on the East Coast in 2015 after an undefeated freshman campaign. Lately the fortunes
of the horse have changed notably.
“He’s turned right around,” said Stratton.
“He’s been very strong finishing over the last
month, a different horse.”
Roland N Rock has been a solid closing
second flashing 27-second final quarter speed
with Stratton aboard while racing against
Preferred Handicap company.

Derick Giwner

Stratton guided top Down Under import Bit Of A Legend N to a Levy series sweep.
“I just realized he’s just a 4-year-old,” said
Stratton, “so he may be a horse that could fit in
the Levy.”
No conversation with Stratton could begin or
end without the mention of Bit Of A Legend N.
His epic performance sweeping the Levy and
then going on to a brilliant year was not lost on
the impact it’s had on Stratton and his career.
“You have to give Pete Tritton all of the
credit,” said Stratton, referring to the trainer
currently vacationing in Australia with his
family.
Bit Of A Legend N finished the season with
$723,850 in the bank off the strength of 13 wins
in his 28 starts.
“I don’t think he was ever better throughout
the year than he was during the Levy series,”
Stratton said.
Bit Of A Legend N entered the Levy with just
four starts in North America but went on to
sweep all five preliminary legs as well as win
the final. He captured one of those prelims in a
dead-heat with 2015 Horse of the Year Wiggle It
Jiggleit, a horse that likely will be the strongest
contender when 2017 eligibles for the series are
revealed.
“He was solid at the end of the year,” said
Stratton, “but he wasn’t as sharp as those Levy
starts.”
Along the way Bit Of A Legend N managed
two very solid seconds behind Wiggle It Jiggleit,
both over half mile tracks. Bit Of A Legend N
finished behind his rival in the Joe Gerrity at
Saratoga and then chased him home in vain
in the $250,000 Invitational that supported the
International Trot at Yonkers.

Though the connections of Bit Of A Legend
N attempted a few trips out of New York to test
the waters on five-eighths and mile tracks, the
results weren’t the same.
“He’s not the same horse on a big track,” said
Stratton. “He’s a small horse and he really gets
around the turns here well.”
Despite the major stakes victories this
season, Stratton will enjoy just his second
best season in the total earnings department,
finishing with his mounts earning roughly
$5.7 million. That number is slightly below
the earnings achieved by his horses in 2009.
It should be noted that Stratton needed more
than 3,500 drives to accomplish the feat in 2009
and just above 2,000 in this year.
With Yonkers set to close for the season on
Sunday and reopen on January 8, Stratton
plans to be home for Christmas to share the
holidays with his brother and family. He also
has a planned vacation in Mexico.
Stratton takes very little credit for what his
horses have done in 2016, but clearly even the
best horses can’t drive themselves and Stratton’s understanding of the half-mile track as
well as feel for how to bring imported horses to
their peak has as much to do with his and their
success this year.
Though the Yonkers driving colony is likely
to become even more competitive when the 2017
campaign gets underway, Stratton appears to
have a solid foundation to draw from and some
potential stars to see him rise up once again.
As Yogi said it, could be déjà vu all over
again.

And the 2016 Dan Patch Award winning Trotters are . . .
Top-earning female trotter Hannelore
Hanover and Triple Crown winner Marion
Marauder were among six trotters named
Dan Patch Award winners Thursday by the
U.S. Harness Writers Association. Leading vote-getter Ariana G, Broadway Donna,
Obrigado, and Walner also were named divisional champs by the organization.
A total of 155 Dan Patch Award ballots were
returned by USHWA’s membership. Ariana
G, Hannelore Hanover, Marion Marauder,
and Walner all were selected on at least 94
percent.
Broadway Donna, who received 83 percent
of the vote among 3-year-old female trotters,
is a repeat winner. The six champions came
from six different training stables.
Divisional honors for pacers will be
announced Friday. Trotter of the Year,
Pacer of the Year, and Horse of the Year
will be announced at noon Monday in a live
show streamed over the Facebook pages of
USHWA, Hoosier Park, and the Harness
Racing FanZone. The presentation will be
hosted by Emily Gaskin, Hoosier Park’s race
marketing manager.
Marion Marauder was named the sport’s
best 3-year-old male trotter following a
campaign that saw the colt become the ninth
Trotting Triple Crown winner – and first
since 2006 – by sweeping the Hambletonian,
Yonkers Trot, and Kentucky Futurity.
In addition, Marion Marauder won the
Goodtimes Stakes and a division of the Stanley Dancer Memorial on his way to $1.48
million in purses. His earnings led all trotters in North America.
Marion Marauder won 10 of 15 starts and
finished second three times this season
for the wife-and-husband training team of
Paula Wellwood and Mike Keeling. Marion
Marauder is owned by the couple’s son, Devin
Keeling, and Wellwood’s mother, Marion
Jean Wellwood. Scott Zeron was the colt’s
regular driver.
A son of stallion Muscle Hill out of the mare
Spellbound Hanover, Marion Marauder was
bred by William Mulligan.
For the second consecutive year, filly
Broadway Donna was named a divisional
champion and in the process joined her dam,
Broadway Schooner, in receiving a Dan
Patch Award at age 3. Broadway Schooner
was honored in 2009.
Broadway Donna, a daughter of stallion
Donato Hanover, won seven of 12 starts and
earned $664,708 in purses for breeder/owner
Fashion Farms. Trained by Jim Campbell and driven by David Miller, her wins
included the Breeders Crown for 3-year-old
female trotters, Kentucky Filly Futurity, and
the Pennsylvania Sire Stakes championship.
Four-year-old mare Hannelore Hanover
was named the sport’s best older female trotter. She won 17 of 20 races and earned $1.11
million in purses, leading all female trotters
in earnings. Her victories included the Breeders Crown Mare Trot and the Hambletonian
Maturity, where she defeated male rivals.
She also beat the boys in the Centaur

Nikki Sherman

The connections of Ariana G are off to Las Vegas after their filly led all vote-getters
with 152 of 155 votes.
Trotting Classic in addition to winning the
Armbro Flight Stakes, TVG Series championship for female trotters, Fresh Yankee,
Muscle Hill, and Miami Valley Distaff. Her
mile time of 1:51 in winning the Armbro
Flight equaled the world record for a 4-yearold trotting mare.
Hannelore Hanover, trained by Ron Burke
and driven by Yannick Gingras and Ricky
Macomber Jr., is owned by Burke Racing,
the partnership of Mark Weaver and Mike
Bruscemi, Frank Baldachino, and J&T Silva
Stables. A daughter of stallion Swan For All
out of the mare High Sobriety, she was bred
by Hanover Shoe Farms.
Obrigado was named the best older
male trotter. The 6-year-old gelding’s wins
included a world-record-equaling 1:53 2/5
performance around Northfield Park’s halfmile oval in the Cleveland Trotting Classic
and victories in the TVG Series championship for male trotters, Maxie Lee Memorial,
Charlie Hill Memorial, Crawford Farms
Open, and Dayton Trotting Derby. He won
more than $800,000.
The gelding, trained by Paul Kelley and
driven by Mark MacDonald, is owned by
the Paul Kelley Racing Stable, SRF Stable,
Linwood Higgins, and Stable 45. Obrigado,
bred by Mike Andrew, is a son of stallion Boy
Band out of the mare Malimony.
Walner won seven of eight races and
finished the season with a five-race victory
streak that included triumphs in the Breeders Crown for 2-year-old male trotters,
Kindergarten Classic Series championship,

and a division of the International Stallion
Stakes in a world-record 1:51 3/5.
Linda Toscano trained Walner for owner
Ken Jacobs. Tim Tetrick handled the driving.
The colt is a son of stallion Chapter Seven out
of the mare Random Destiny. He was bred by
Overseas Farms.
Owners Al Libfeld and Marvin Katz
finished second with All The Time in last
year’s voting for best 2-year-old female trotter, but captured the division this year with
the aforementioned filly’s sister, Ariana G.
The homebred daughter of Muscle Hill out of
Cantab It All won nine of 11 races and earned
$743,967.
Trained by Jimmy Takter and driven by
Gingras, Ariana G’s wins included the Breeders Crown for 2-year-old female trotters, Jim
Doherty Memorial, Peaceful Way Stakes, and
New Jersey Sire Stakes championship.

2-YEAR-OLD FEMALE TROTTER
Ariana G (152 votes)

Muscle Hill--Cantab It All--Cantab Hall
Yearling Price: Homebred
Breeders: Marvin Katz, Al Libfeld
Owners: Marvin Katz, Al Libfeld
Trainer: Jimmy Takter Driver: Yannick Gingras
Races: 11-9-1-0 Purses: $743,967 Mark: 1:51 4/5 at
Red Mile
Top wins: $600,000 Breeders Crown; $306,500
Doherty Memorial; $275,880 Peaceful Way

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

A closer look at the top trotters being honored from 2016
3-YEAR-OLD FEMALE TROTTER
Broadway Donna (129 votes)

CONTINUED from page 6

2-YEAR-OLD MALE TROTTER
Walner (151 votes)

Chapter Seven--Random Destiny--Ken Warkentin
Yearling Price: $90,000 at Lexington Selected Sale
Breeder: Overseas Farms Ltd.
Owner: Ken Jacobs
Trainer: Linda Toscano Driver: Tim Tetrick
Races: 8-7-0-0 Purses: $484,037 Mark: 1:51 3/5 at
Red Mile (world record)
Top wins: $600,000 Breeders Crown; $200,600
Kindergarten Classic; $56,000 International Stallion
Stakes division

Donato Hanover--Broadway Schooner--Broadway Hall
Yearling Price: Homebred
Breeder: Fashion Farms
Owner: Fashion Farms
Trainer: Jim Campbell Driver: David Miller
Races: 12-7-2-1 Purses: $664,708 Mark: 1:51 1/5 at
Red Mile
Top wins: $500,000 Breeders Crown; $312,000
Kentucky Filly Futurity; $252,000 Pennsylvania Sire
Stakes final

OLDER FEMALE TROTTER
Hannelore Hanover (151 votes)

Swan For All--High Sobriety--Dream Vacation
Yearling Price: $32,000 at Standardbred Horse
Sale
Breeder: Hanover Shoe Farms
Owners: Burke Racing Stable, Weaver Bruscemi
LLC, Frank Baldachino, J&T Silva Stables
Trainer: Ron Burke Drivers: Yannick Gingras, Ricky
Macomber Jr.
Races: 20-17-2-0 Purses: $1.11 million Mark: 1:51 at
Mohawk (equals world record)
Top wins: $471,200 Hambletonian Maturity; $250,000 Breeders Crown; $220,000
Centaur Trotting Classic

Giwner

Broadway Donna got going late in the year
to vault her to a Dan Patch win.
Derick Giwner

After winning 7 of 8 starts in 2016, Walner
is the early 2017 Hambletonian favorite.

3-YEAR-OLD MALE TROTTER
Marion Marauder (146 votes)

Muscle Hill--Spellbound Hanover--Donerail
Yearling Price: $37,000 under name Marion
Monopoly at Lexington Selected Sale
Breeder: William Mulligan
Owners: Marion Jean Wellwood, Devin Keeling
Trainers: Paula Wellwood, Mike Keeling Driver:
Scott Zeron
Races: 15-10-3-0 Purses: $1.48 million Mark: 1:51
3/5 at Meadowlands
Top wins: $1 million Hambletonian; $500,000
Yonkers Trot; $431,000 Kentucky Futurity;
$209,040 Goodtimes

OLDER MALE TROTTER
Obrigado (88 votes)

Boy Band--Malimony--Malabar Man
Sale Price: $53,000 at 2013 Standardbred Horse
Sale Mixed Sale
Breeder: Michael Andrew
Owners: Paul Kelley Racing Stable, SRF Stable,
Linwood Higgins, Stable 45
Trainer: Paul Kelley Driver: Mark MacDonald
Races: 17-7-2-4 Purses: $808,320 Mark: 1:51 2/5 at
Vernon Downs
Top wins: $400,000 TVG Series final; $210,000 Hill
Memorial; $200,000 Maxie Lee Memorial

Nikki Sherman

Hannelore Hanover not only dominated
her division but she also took on her male
counterparts and came out on top multiple
times.

--edited release (United States Harness Writers)

PACERS & HORSE OF THE YEAR

Visit DRF.com/harness on Friday just
past noon to find out which horses
were voted the top pacers of 2016.
PLUS: Watch the live announcement
Giwner

Giwner

Driver Scott Zeron picked up his first
Hambletonian win with Marion Marauder.

Obrigado defeated Resolve for top honors
after that one was disqualified in the John
Cashman Memorial for a medication overage.

for Trotter, Pacer and Horse of the Year
on Monday at 12:00 p.m. on Hoosier
Park’s Facebook Page.

Various reflections on a cold winter afternoon
ON THE MARK
By Bob Marks
@BobMarks3
Yes, we understand why some tracks would
vote against grading stakes, but since the
horsemen themselves determine stake significance via their participation each year, listing
the grade number is merely a formality.
I’ve said this before, but in 50 years of attending races I’ve yet to hear one person who just
tore up losing tickets utter, “Hey that was fun,
maybe I can lose more money next race”.
Regarding the whipping scenario, which
is relevant since Harness Racing Australia
recently agree to ban its use, I’ve yet to hear
anyone with money bet on a horse involved
in a heated stretch duel implore the jockey
or the driver to “please be gentle.” As long
as gambling is necessary, racing must be
conducted with the gambler in mind.
It seems so obvious when checking harness
betting handle at the various tracks how
players really do prefer betting on the bigger
track. In that regard, I’d imagine most if any
Thoroughbred crossover handle would focus
on the once-around ovals.
The success of Indiana sire Always A
Virgin is still another example of when a “sire
is meant to be a sire” he’ll show something
regardless of where he may stand. Just like
Steady Beau, Scarlet Skipper, Garland Lobell,
Balanced Image, and others did.
Western Ideal has accomplished something
unprecedented in getting two outstanding
siring sons Rocknroll Hanover and American Ideal from the same crop. Actually it’s
rare in any year where you’ll get two or more
same-gaited super sires from the same crop,
although the pacing crop of 1979 did produce
two siring greats in No Nukes and Cam Fella.
The more I think about it, I can’t recall any
mare as accomplished as Kikikatie was on the
racetrack, accounting for five major stakes

stars in her first five foals. Normally those
truly amazon-type race mares do not replicate
their super success in the breeding shed, tending instead to be “spotty” in terms of producing consistently exceptional quality.
I mentioned to Jimmy Takter that if we
(Peretti Farms) were still in business, we’d be
bugging him to stand Trixton.
It is fascinating how Matt’s Scooter had
some difficulty transmitting his unique
gait, while grandson Somebeachsomewhere
almost universally transmits his.
Speaking of “The Beach”, he’s doing one
heck of a job resurrecting the old Volomite
pacing line from extinction. Imagine seven of
the 10 Breeders Crown 2-year-old colt finalists were his sons. We haven’t seen that dominance since Adios in 1961.
Have you noticed how many current pacing
stakes stars have Most Happy Fella on both
sides of their pedigree lines?
I really like the Meadowlands listing yearling sales prices on the program page. It may
not be much of a handicapping factor but it
can be a reminder (often painful) that horses
really are unaware of their price tags.
I never really understood the objections to
“reserve not attained.” Horses are commodities and as such have price tags. In many
non-horse auctions, the auctioneer may state
“we’ll start the bidding at whatever number.”
I knew we were in trouble with Presidential
Ball when the Cam’s Card Shark’s started outgaming them in the stretch in Jersey sires.
Muscle Hill is as good in the stud barn as
he was on the track. Ditto Somebeachsomewhere. Not many superstars can say that.
The most agonizing two minutes in the
horse business is when that yearling steps
into the auction ring and three years of hope
sweat and labor get compressed into two frantic minutes of auction cadence.
There’s a fine line between running a horse
up and getting it near the level it should be as
so many contemporary bidders agonizingly
wait until the end before actually raising a
hand. Of course, some yearlings dramatically
oversell but often not enough do to offset the

majority that undersell.
Biggest problem with all these partnerships
as far as consignors are concerned is how it
negatively impacts competitive bidding. Folks
that used to bid against each other now sit back
in lieu of participation in what has become
known as the after hammer piecing out process.
Conversely many of those in the partnership are
often collectively ‘gamer’ in the bidding process
than they would be individually.
It’s fascinating when horses that competed
against each other on the racetrack are able to
re-compete as simultaneously debuting stallions. In this regard, go at it Muscle Massive,
Lucky Chucky and Holiday Road. Of those,
Muscle Massive has a clear lead.
Often it’s not what you thought you bid,
it’s where the auctioneer recognizes you that
determines your actual number.
The longer I could keep lookers at the
Perretti consignments meant the less time
they spent at competing consignments.
Hey, it’s business!
If we’re all so nice to each other on the social
media, how are the spectators supposed to
discern actual competition?
Sure, that thoroughbred owner was ungracious in his post race commentary, but just
imagine how many more people will remember the name California Chrome and pay
attention the next time he races.
We really should address the obsolete Triple
Crown situation. Any pacing troika that does
not include the North America Cup and Meadowlands Pace is kidding itself.
While it is important to have our major
races televised, it’s more important that the
programming be compelling.
I thought Barbara D Livingston and Ellen
Harvey did a super job with Standardbred Old
Friends.
I haven’t heard anything about decoupling
or disconnect in Florida but something tells
me it’ll surface again.
Anthony MacDonald’s thoughts about fractional ownership are interesting, but there’s
the thought that before investing in a race
horse, one had best be a FAN of horse racing.

