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Driver Corey Callahan heads into Futurity with two chances of
capturing the third leg of the Trotting Triple Crown
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The 125th edition of the Kentucky Futurity,
the sport’s oldest stakes race, drew 17 entries
on Thursday. Once the mystery had cleared
and Ariana G’s connections declared for the
filly division, the field swelled with the addition of two $55,000 supplements in Yes Mickey
and Enterprise. Those two drew into what
appears to be a stacked second $90,000 elimination heat. Driver Corey Callahan, a University of Kentucky alum, has two mounts of his
own that he hopes can give him a chance to
reach the winner’s circle in this Red Mile classic for the first time.
“Yes it would be great,” Callahan said from
Lexington on Thursday. “John (trainer Butenschoen) and I have been partners on this journey moving up from Sire Stakes competition
and then to the Grand Circuit. I really thought
we had a chance in the Hambletonian but then
we drew post 10 and that was that.”
The Kentucky Futurity is the third jewel in
the Triple Crown and Callahan will guide the
Butenschoen-trained Bill’s Man (post 7) in the
first division and then Dover Dan (post 1) in
the second and more heavily weighted.
“He drew into the tougher division,” said
Callahan of Dover Dan. “He was vicious last
week but he’s been good the whole year. I
won with him in (1):52 and change at Pocono
coming three wide on the final turn, and that’s
not easy.”
Dover Dan is one of two Kentucky Futurity
entrants out of a Horse of the Year winning
dam. C R Kay Suzie, the 1995 Horse of the Year,
foaled the son of Andover Hall when she was
22 years of age. Dover Dan, by virtue of last
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Bill’s Man set his lifetime mark of 1:52 3/5
at the Red Mile in 2016.

week’s runaway 1:51 3/5 career best in a Bluegrass division, is now her fastest and richest
offspring.
While Dover Dan did get the advantage of
the inside position in the field of eight, he’ll
have a host of quality colts and geldings to deal
with. What The Hill, the disqualified winner
of the Hambletonian who redeemed himself
with a solid score in the Canadian Trotting
Classic last month at Mohawk, drew post eight
for trainer Ron Burke and driver David Miller.
The son of Muscle Hill went down the road on
a speed mission in last week’s Bluegrass and
tired in the stretch. No doubt that will set him
up nicely for the Futurity.
Yes Mickey gives trainer Ake Svanstedt an
impressive one-two punch for the Futurity.
The runner-up in the Yonkers Trot has been
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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All of the big guns in the 3-year-old trotting division are in town
CONTINUED from page 1

first or second in 11 of his 12 starts this year,
ample support to ante up the supplemental
payment for entry. Yes Mickey drew post two.
Devious Man has been on the board in all
12 starts in 2017 for trainer Julie Miller and
looked like a winner in the Yonkers Trot
before tiring late. The son of Credit Winner
drew post five.
Trainer Marcus Melander supplemented
Enterprise, a Hambletonian heat winner and
placed third in the final. Enterprise was not
as heavily staked as stablemate Long Tom,
but with six wins in 10 starts this year he has
earned a spot in the race. Brian Sears has the
driving assignment from post six.
“Long Tom got the three-hole and Enterprise the six, so it is perfect for both of them,”
said Melander. “I’m looking forward to that
race. Both of them are in great shape.”
Callahan’s hopes for Bill’s Man are contingent on how the race goes. “He’s the kind
of horse that can’t make his own trip,” said
Callahan.
The first $90,000 Futurity elimination
heat drew nine and Bill’s Man is sandwiched
between Hambletonian winner Perfect Spirit
(post 8) and the multiple stakes winning
International Moni (post 6). International
Moni is a son of 1998-9 Horse of the Year Moni
Maker. Last week International Moni took

Nigel Soult

Dover Dan posted the fastest mile of his career (1:51 3/5) last week at the Red Mile.
a career best 1:51 4/5 victory in a Bluegrass
division making him the fastest and richest
foal from his champion dam.
Perfect Spirit has only raced once since the
Hambletonian and that was a second-place
finish to Stealth Hanover, a rapidly improving gelding that drew the rail in this division.
The top five finishers in each of the

Kentucky Futurity elimination heats will
return for the 13th and final race of the Red
Mile’s Sunday afternoon sendoff card for a
$420,000 purse.
The program, which kicks off at 1:00 p.m.,
features 11 stakes races including the Filly
Futurity, Tattersalls, Allerage and Glen
Garnsey.

Southwind Bugz sells for $335,000 on third night at Lexington
By Greg Reinhart
HIP 368 Southwind Bugz, a colt by Muscle
Hill, was Thursday’s highest-priced seller at
the Lexington Selected Yearling Sale, bringing
$335,000 from Ken Jacobs. Southwind Bugz is
also the second-highest purchase of the entire
sale, vaulting over Rifleman ($330,000, night
one) and Spectrum ($330,000, night two).
Southwind Bugz, sold from the Preferred
Equine Marketing Inc. consignment and bred
by Southwind Farms, is out of the Andover
Hall mare Missymae Bluestone. This makes
Southwind Bugz a full brother to Southwind
Mozart, who was second in the 2015 Yonkers
Trot before being exported to Europe where
he was a multiple stakes winner, and a halfbrother to Southwind Cocoa (Chocolatier,
$277,097), a New Jersey Sire Stakes champion
at two.
HIP 416 Ridin On Sunshine went to Gino
Toscani for $185,000 after a spirited bidding
battle. Ridin On Sunshine, consigned by
agent Spring Haven Farm, is from the first
crop of Sunshine Beach, a near-millionaire
son of Somebeachsomewhere who beat
Captaintreacherous in the 2013 Battle of the
Brandywine at Pocono. The Ontario-eligible Ridin On Sunshine is out of Takealilridewithme (Jereme’s Jet), a half-sister to
the likes of Riding The Rapids (Red River
Hanover, $113,020).

Rounding out the top three were a pair of
trotters who brought $140,000. HIP 375 Lindy
Express (Trixton-Nashville Lindy) went to
Ake Svanstedt and HIP 398 One More Rosie
(Muscle Mass-Rose De Vie Stena) was taken
by Rene Allard. Lindy Express, a colt, is a
half-brother to Shake It Off Lindy ($209,872,
Crazed), while filly One More Rosie is a full
sister to Riveting Rosie ($903,520).
There were five other yearlings to enter
six figures during the evening, including
HIP 336 Have A Habit (Conway Hall-Habit’s
Lady), who is a full brother to millionaire
and multiple stakes winner Habitat. Have A
Habit was purchased by agent Paul Kelley for
exactly $100,000.
After Wednesday’s session saw an 8.4%
percent increase over 2016, Thursday was
even stronger, improving on last year by
13.8%. In total 160 yearlings were sold on
Thursday for a sum of $7,615,000 and an
average of $47,593. Last year those numbers
were 145 head through the ring for a total of
$6,066,000 and an average of $41,834.
The sale is also basically flat through
three days year-over-year, with an average of
$79,603 in 2017 compared to $80,688 last year.
The 2017 Lexington Selected Yearling Sale
will continue at the Fasig-Tipton Sales Pavillion on Friday with HIPS 429-558 on offer,
and it will conclude on Saturday with HIPS
561-649 going through the sales ring. Both
sessions will begin at 7 P.M.

Mark Hall/USTA

Ken Jacobs purchased Southwind Bugz, a
Muscle Hill colt.

Picking through the pedigrees on the final nights at Lexington
HIP 431 KRISTINE K

ON THE MARK
By Bob Marks
@BobMarks3
Personally, I would look at every horse
by the following first crop sires: Trixton,
Captaintreacherous, Father Patrick and
Sweet Lou. The basic reasoning is that any
individual preferred “nicks” have yet to be
established, therefore one should not overlook any by this super promising quartet.
Basically a “nick” occurs when a sire
seems to show a preference with mares
from a certain sire line, ala Albatross with
Bret Hanover mares, Rocknroll Hanover
with Artsplace mares, etc. It is recalled how
Speedy Crown had outdistanced Super Bowl
until his mares came of age and got bred to
Super Bowl. At that point, it leveled out.
While there’s no shortage of quality pedigrees in Lexington on the fourth and fifth
nights of the sale, there can be a tendency
for the individuals not to always match up.
Remember, It’s the Lexington Selected Sale,
of which the key word is “selected” suggesting that the yearlings were inspected prior to
being allocated selling days.
In my Perretti days, sales managers knew
I would lobby strongly against placing superior pedigreed yearlings at the tail end of the
sale, but I was generally not overly persuasive. My reasoning was purely selfish as
I thought tail end placement suggested to
prospective purchasers that perhaps the
individual might not quite match the pedigree. Conversely, it was easy to show those
individuals as by that time many prospective
buyers had been outbid on earlier choices.
Thus they all got sold and while some may
not have brought what I hoped they might, I
was often rewarded by the fact that down the
road purchasers could boast that they bought
“that pedigree for that price” as it obviously
fell through the cracks.
Remember that not every first round draft
choice becomes an all-pro and there are more
than just a few Tom Brady types selected in
the later rounds. That said, we’ll list some
intriguing pedigrees and let the individuals
fall where they may.

By Rock N Roll Heaven from Wichita
Hanover and thus a three-quarter sister to
the rugged stakes colt and rising sire A Rocknroll Dance. Rock N Roll Heaven has shown
an affinity for siring quality fillies and he’s
come on strong in the last couple of years.

HIP 436 TRACE OF LINDY
By Explosive Matter from Universal
Success and listed on this day as the dam’s
first two foals haven’t done much. Explosive
Matter is a solid sire and Universal Success
being a daughter of the immortal Continental Victory is eligible to throw a good one at
any time. I’d look.

HIP 466 DONATO
By Andover Hall from D Liteful Hanover
and thus a three-quarter brother to the
great Donato Hanover, as Andover is Donato
Hanover’s sire while D Liteful Hanover is his
half-sister being from D Train. That’s a very
clever name from Mr. Jones, breeder and
consignor from Cameo Hill Farms.

HIP 482 HIGHLAND TRIXTER

Lou Hall is the dam of successful stallion
Crazed among others.

HIP 522 STARITA
By Trixton from Morning Star, she a
daughter of the brilliant Passionate Glide.
Yes, her first two Muscle Hill’s have not been
commensurate with others by that great sire,
but given the stud change to his best overall
son Trixton, a close look is advisable.

HIP 529 WARRAWEE UNITED
By Trixton from Noble Peace Prize, she a
daughter of the great Peaceful Way, Daughters of great mares often outdo their dams in
the breeding shed, thus one would be remiss
if they didn’t check this colt out.

HIP 578 CRITIQUE AGAIN
By the increasingly successful first crop
sire A Rocknroll Dance from a full sister to
the brilliant Darlin’s Delight, with the second
dam being the equally brilliant Town Pro. In
this case Spring Haven has brought back the
best blood to the sire’s broodmare sire, which
has often resulted in legendary performers.

HIP 584 SHAKE N BAKE

By Trixton from the successful Gwyneth
Hall and thus a brother to the $800,000-plus
winning Godiva Hall. So often a first-crop
stallion like Hambletonian champion Trixton has a way of invigorating an established
veteran mare like Gwyneth Hall. A journey
over to consignor Preferred Marketing for a
look-see is mandatory.

By Manofmanymissions from M Stewart
and thus a tad more than a half-brother to
the wonderful Maven, as her sire Glidemaster and Manofmanymissions are both sons of
Yankee Glide. This one could do more than
just dominate Ohio Sires.

HIP 485 AMERICAN ADMIRAL

HIP 608 ROUGH CUT

By American Ideal from the well bred Good
Stuff, she a sister to Lucy’s Pearl from a sister
to Mr Feelgood. The foundation mare is Leah
Almahurst. The dam’s first three foals have
made the races and for all we know from the
catalog page, this guy could be the best of the
bunch; worth a look.

By McArdle from Miss Scarlet, she the
all-time richest Red River Hanover filly and
a three-quarter sister to millionaire Ticket
To Rock. Miss Scarlet was a tough breeder,
but the good folks at Hunterton Farms persevered just as they did with trotting mare Self
Indulgent, she barren for years until finally
producing this year’s Bluegrass stakes
starter Decadence. McArdle’s a solid sire and
this is a deep maternal family.
It should be an excellent sale.

HIP 512 CHRIS COMES FIRST
By Walner’s sire Chapter Seven from Mary
Lou Hall. Chapter Seven has done far more
than just Walner and the productive Mary
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Fourth Dimension, Met’s Hall top Stallion Stake winners
By Derick Giwner
Many of the elite 2-year-old trotting colts
were at the Red Mile on Thursday afternoon
to compete in five divisions of the International Stallion Stake as a final prep for a
Breeders Crown appearance in two weeks at
Hoosier Park.
Fourth Dimension and Met’s Hall topped
the handful of winners in terms of speed by
each stopping the clock in 1:52 4/5. They were
followed by Fashionwoodchopper at 1:53,
Quality Kemp (1:54 3/5) and Night Rhythm
(1:55).
Fourth Dimension used brush and crush
tactics in the first $59,400 division, moving
to the lead after the opening quarter in 28
3/5 and cruising through easy fractions of 57
and 1:25 2/5 before opening up a three length
lead at the wire with a 27 2/5 final quarter for
driver Brian Sears.
Crystal Fashion was second with Hat Trick
Habit checking in third.
“He raced great last week and he warmed
up even better this week,” said winning
trainer Marcus Melander. “It just looked
so easy. He won in (1:)52 4/5 with a 27 and
change final quarter, so he is just an unbelievable animal.
“I’ll have to speak with the owner but I
think we will skip the New York Sire Stakes
final and go for the Breeders Crown in two
weeks. It feels like that would be the best
decision after this race, don’t you think?”
Fourth Dimension paid $5.40 to win. It was
his fifth victory in seven career starts for
owner Courant Inc.
Met’s Hall scored in similar fashion but
with much faster fractions. After Farsetti
Hanover posted an opening quarter of 26 4/5,
Met’s Hall was placed on the front for driver
Andy Miller and rolled to the half in 54 4/5
and three quarters in 1:24 1/5.
The son of Cantab Hall was then called on
by Miller in the stretch and opened up an eight
length lead on second-place finisher Farsetti
Hanover and show horse Dawson Springs.
“I was just trying to keep his attention
because he gets a little lost,” said Miller on why
he was urging the colt in the stretch with a big
lead. “He likes a target most of the time, but I
thought he was in a spot to race on the front
today. The fractions were a little too much, but
he’s a good colt and will keep on digging in.”
Met’s Hall, who won for the fifth time in
eight starts, is trained by Julie Miller for
owners Story Inc. and the Andy Miller Stable.
He paid $2.80 to win.
Keeping in tune with the quarter-move
theme, Fashionwoodchopper used those
tactics through fractions of 28 3/5, 56 1/5 and
1:25 1/5. Unlike his fellow winners, there
were some anxious moments as Samo Different Day came charging home on the outside
to cut the winning margin down to just a
neck at the finish.
David Miller drove Fashionwoodchopper
($4.80) for trainer Jim Campbell and Fashion
Farms LLC. It was the Donato Hanover-sired
colt’s fifth straight win. “He has certainly

Derick Giwner Photos

Driver Andy Miller and trainer (wife) Julie Miller share a special moment after Met’s
Hall wins. (Below) Brian Sears cruises home with Fourth Dimension in 1:52 4/5.

ended up the year really well,” said Miller.
Checking in a bit slower but still earning half of the $60,400 purse in his division
was Quality Kemp ($26.60). The Ron Burke
trainee was sent to the front in 28 3/5 by
driver Matt Kakaley and ultimately waited
in the pocket through fractions of 57 1/5 and
1:25 4/5 before pouncing on eventual thirdplace finisher Keystone Apache and holding
off runner-up My Lindy Winner.
After nine winless starts, it was the first
win of the year for the Muscle Hill colt owned
by Burke Racing, Silva, Purnel and Libby,
Weaver Bruscemi and Michelle Yanek.
The International Stallion series kicked
off with a disqualification as winner Shoshie
Deo was ruled to have caused interference
to Wolfgang on the backstretch and placed
sixth. The incident vaulted Night Rhythm to
the winner’s spot.
Night Rhythm was fast off the gate to

the lead in 28 1/5 but soon gave way for the
pocket trip behind the brushing Seven Iron
and Tim Tetrick. The duo led past the half in
57 seconds as Patent Leather came to call on
the rim and edged to the front by the threequarter clocking in 1:26 1/5.
Patent Leather could not keep going in the
lane and Shoshie Deo moved past to take
command and hold off Night Rhythm in a 1:55
mile. The final official order of finish for the
top three was Night Rhythm, Patent Leather
and Seven Iron.
Night Rhythm paid $26.80 to win for owners
Lindy Farms of Conn and Robert Rudolph.
Frank Antonacci Jr trains the Muscle Hillsired colt.
With bookend longshots on the card in the
pick four sequence including an $86.60 winner
to close out the bet, no one was able to select
all four winners. A carryover of $7,642.48 in
race 6 will be available for Friday’s card.
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Handicapping the $7,642 Red Mile carryover
By Derick Giwner

Race 6
We’ll have a heavy favorite in this leg with
#7 BASQUIAT coming off a sharp win at
Hoosier Park in her first start with Yannick
Gingras in the bike. Is she a deserving favorite? Yes, but I don’t think she is the next
Manchego, who competes in race 5 and holds
an undefeated record. I’m going to go three
deep here, though I may play an extra ticket
with Basquiat. The others I’m using are #5
SEVIYORUM and #8 FOXY FANTASY. The
former is very logical coming off an easy win
here last week. The latter may go under the
radar here despite setting the fractions and
posting a very competitive 1:55 2/5 mile last
week. Let’s also keep in mind that trainer
Ake Svanstedt tends to have his horses ready
when his out-of-town owners are at the track.

Race 7

What do we make of the 1:52 2/5 qualifier
that #3 STRAWBERRY HANOVER uncorked
last out? If she brings that effort again this
race is over, but I can’t say I’m extremely
confident. #7 LIVE LAUGH LOVE is a filly
I’ve always felt had talent but she makes too
many mistakes. The Red Mile can be kind on
a horse and make one that breaks often into a
winner. #2 LOOKING FOR ZELDA has no big
track experience but the horse that beat her
on September 2 won here last week in 1:55 1/5.

SPOTLIGHT ON

HOOSIER PARK
COVERAGE
PRESENTED BY
By Derick Giwner
Each week we’ll highlight a race(s) from
Hoosier Park. On Friday (Oct. 6) the track
has three $75,000 Indiana Sire Stakes
Finals. Let’s dig in . . .

Race 9 - 2-year-old Filly Trot
There shouldn’t be much mystery here
as #6 O SO EASY has dominated this
group all year. This looks like another
down-the-road spot on her way to a divisional championship on October 13 when

Race 8

Asked
& Answered
By Ryan Macedonio

This is by far the most difficult race in
the sequence to predict. #4 DAB HANOVER
and #8 TOP EXPECTATIONS are the most
accomplished and certainly merit top billing, but neither one makes me want to run
to the window. I’m somewhat intrigued by #1
FRONT CIRCLE, who made an early move
last week and couldn’t last the distance.
Perhaps with a more patient drive there is a
lifetime mark in her future. I’ll be spreading
very deep here.

Race 9

There is no doubt that #4 ELLA CHRISTINA is the one to beat here. If she brings
anything close to her best game the race is
likely over. That said, she is a stakes-caliber filly racing for just $10,000 here. What’s
the motivation to send her to the track at
the top of her game? Maybe I’m reading too
much into things. #3 IN THE DARK is the
Kentucky Sire Stakes champion and there
was no shame in losing to Darlinonthebeach
last week as she would destroy this group.
It might be worthwhile to include her on at
least one ticket.

$1 Pick 4 Tickets:
Big Play: 5,7,8 / 2,3,7 / 1,3,4,5,7,8 / 3,4 = $108
Value Play: 7 / 2,3,7 / 1,3,4,5,7,8 / 4 = $18

the $200,000 Final is contested. I’ll hope
that #10 MEADOW BROOK GRACE minds
her manners and checks in for second to
complete the exacta.

Race 11 - 2-year-old Colt Pace
This is by far the most competitive of the
three races. I’m going to throw my hat into
the corner of #10 ALWAYS BET DE GREY,
who came uncovered and just missed
versus the likely favorite #9 SHNITZLEDOSOMETHIN. There is talent in
this Brian Brown trainee and I don’t think
we’ve seen his best effort yet.

Race 12 - 2-year-old Filly Pace
#4 DEE ROCKS absolutely jumps off the
page. She has only tasted defeat once in her
career and she actually crossed the wire
first that day but was placed last. Rather
than attempt to get cute and look for value
where it doesn’t exist, I’ll chalk it up with
#7 ALWAYS WOGGY underneath. She has
won two straight and now gets the true
acid test of facing the princess of the division in Indiana.

@Trotcast

Broadcasts need an overhaul
I just want to be entertained. Is that
too much to ask? The Lexington Selected
Yearling Sale got underway and apparently their streaming service failed for
the first group of purchases. My Facebook timeline was suddenly berated with
posts of how Harness Racing can’t get
anything right, etc. So they fixed it, and
when I tuned in to watch the show, I said
to myself, ”Why do people even care if this
stream exists?” It offered absolutely nothing to any FAN of what the actual Yearling
Sales SHOULD BE!
Here’s what you saw . . . a horse on a
pixelated, low quality feed, with a low
budget and low creativity graphic production that showed HIP number and price.
That’s it! You hear the auctioneer in the
background, which is absolutely something you want to hear for two hours
straight during a broadcast! Yeah, the
other guy chimes in every so often to prop
up the pedigree of whatever horse is in the
ring, but it’s not enough! DRF, HRU, USTA,
Sale Website, and plenty of other media
outlets were reporting in real-time each
purchase, so I don’t need to actually see
it. It’s boring and it only benefits a small
amount of people.
Instead, here’s what I want to see next
year. A broadcast team actually talking
about the horses’ pedigree in detail. Pick
one thing out of each pedigree and talk
about the story of that horse. Just talk and
entertain me by being REAL. Get some of
these owners and trainers up in the booth
afterwards to talk about their purchase,
their hopes and dreams! That is what the
sale is about, not the prices. Every horse
that was purchased is worth nothing right
now. It’s how the next 18 months of their
lives are shaped that will determine their
value. It’s a long, curvy road when buying
a dream, so showcase that! I’ve interviewed plenty of connections of horses
that are already established, but I want
more raw emotion, more free emotion, and
it doesn’t get any more raw than after you
throw down some money on a yearling!
Every other sport has drafts that are
televised and are generally entertaining.
The fans are overfilled with the idea that
their draft pick is what will get them over
the hump to a championship! Even in the
deep rounds, fans can say, “this kid from
Iowa State can really secure our nickel
blitz package with his closing speed.”
Whatever the opinions, people CARE
about the draft and the rosters. Right
now, I know nothing about what happened
because the Sales Company didn’t do
anything to steer me in any sort of direction or even attempt to ENTERTAIN me.

The complete realities of the horse shortage situation
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
At the first session of the Lexington
Selected yearling sale, we saw quite a different model for purchasing yearlings than we
witnessed just one year ago.
It would have been nearly impossible for
the average yearling price to increase year
over year, given that there were three horses
which were purchased for a combined $1.8
Million at the top-end of the sale in 2016. Last
year, the strength was clearly at the top-end
of the market, while last night, the story was
the middle-tier yearlings that sold.
Despite the monstrous purchases at the topend of the sale last year on the opening session,
the median yearling price was $90,000. Last
night, that number moved up to $100,000. This

makes sense because if buyers are not emptying their wallets on just a handful of horses,
they can spread their purchase power more
efficiently throughout the rest of the yearlings,
thus driving the median price higher.
What does this mean for harness racing?
That’s tough to answer after just one night.
But let’s try to put it into perspective. It
means that as we emphasize the importance
of these sales as a measuring stick for the
health of the harness racing industry, we
are subconsciously heading toward an age
of harness racing where there are “centers
of excellence” for younger, talented horses
and “overnight racing” becomes a thing of
the past. This is because between the ages of
two and four, 30 to 40 percent of the registered
foals make it onto the racetrack, but by a foal
crops’ 6-year-old season, only 15 percent
remain and two years after that, the number
falls into the single digits.
During my time at The Meadowlands I
performed an analysis that projected the

Essentially, what we need to know is this:
In the year 2020 there will be 7,000 fewer
Standardbreds on the racetrack in North

success of Tuesday’s opening session in terms
of how it performed against last year, or the
year before that, will have little to no impact
on the health of this industry going forward.
I would hope the sale would continue to show
noticeable increases as the supply of horses
continues to wane, but the fact that is not
even happening shows that the demand is not
there either.
While an industry turns to Lexington
Kentucky this week and spends millions of
dollars on the stars of tomorrow, I am here
to tell you that it doesn’t matter, because this
industry is running out of tomorrows. Regardless of how many yearlings sell for six-figures,
regardless of how it compares to last year, it
has nothing to do with the fact that in three
years’ time, the landscape of harness racing,
by sheer mathematical fact, will be contracted,
in some instances, severely contracted.
Here is an example: The Meadowlands,
Mohawk, Mohegan Sun at Pocono Downs,
Harrah’s Philadelphia and Yonkers Raceway
require a combined 2,100 overnight horses

America than there were in 2015. Furthermore, the meat and potatoes of the horses
that will make up the overnight horse population (between ages four and nine) in 2020
will be numbered at just 6,500 on this entire
continent, compared to 10,582 in 2015. In
2002, there were over 20,000 of those horses
competing. Thus, 60-percent of the decrease
in horse population will be those horses that
are filling up overnight cards on a daily basis.
That is a major problem for the industry.
In discussing this analysis with Jeff Gural
and Jason Settlemoir, my opinion was that by
2017 racetracks having to cancel overnight
programs due to insufficient entries would
become a more common occurrence and the
problem would only worsen with each passing year. They both agreed with this viewpoint and Jason included the horse shortage
as a focal-point of his campaign for Presidency of the U.S.T.A.
What does this have to do with the Lexington-Selected yearling sale? To be blunt, the

per week to fill their racing programs. In
just a little over two years’ time, there will
be approximately 6,500 overnight horses in
training on this entire continent and nearly
33 percent of those horses will be needed
to fill races at five racetracks . . . five. This
doesn’t include the other six standardbred
tracks in New York, or any of the standardbred tracks in Ohio, Indiana, Delaware, or
any other track in Canada besides Mohawk.
If this scares you, then I have done my job,
because as we are watching the cream of the
crop stroll through the sales rings in Lexington, I am here to tell you that there is a bad
moon rising. Admittedly, I am no longer as
in-tune in the harness racing industry as I
was during my time at The Meadowlands and
I do not know what conversations are taking
place on this subject, but these numbers are
real and if they aren’t addressed soon, not
only will the Lexington-Selected yearling
sale no longer matter, but it may no longer
exist, either.

total starters by age of horse for the next 10
years. I used the number of foals each year
and proportionally applied the number of
starters from each foal crop that remains on
the racetrack. The chart is on the center of
this page.
The chart has also been updated with data
that can be found in the 2016 U.S.T.A. Annual
Report here.
Lastly, I projected out the next several
years’ foal crops based on the trends of the
last 15 years as follows:
2017
7034
2018
6804
2019
6581
2020
6366
2021
6158
2022
5956
2023
5761
2024
5573

Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Friday, October 6

Sunday, October 8

Red Mile (1:00 p.m.)

Red Mile (1:00 P.M.)

International Stallion Stakes - 2yoFT (Races 2, 5-8)
Featuring: Manchego (Race 5)

Hoosier (6:30 p.m.)

$600,000 Ky Futurity - 3yoT (Races 9, 10 & 13)
Featuring: International Moni, Bill’s Man, Perfect Spirit
(Race 9); Dover Dan, Devious Man, What The Hill (Race 10)
The top 5 from races 9 & 10 return for race 13.

In Sire Stakes Finals - 2yoC&FP + FT (Races 9, 11 & 12)
Featuring: O So Easy (Race 9); Dee Rocks (Race 12)

$240,000 Ky Filly Futurity - 3yoFT (Races 4, 5 & 8)
Featuring: Ariana G (Race 4)
The top 5 from races 4 & 5 return for race 8.

Saturday, October 7

$200,000 Tattersalls - 3yoP (Races 11 & 12)
Featuring: Huntsville, Downbytheseaside (Race 11)
Filibuster Hanover, Fear The Dragon (Race 12)

freehold (12:30 p.m.)

$234,000 Glem Garnsey- 3yoFP (Race 7)
Featuring: Blazin Britches, Caviart Ally

NJ SDF Final - 3yoCT (Race 7)

$67,000 Allerage - MareT (Race 1)
Featuring: Emoticon Hanover, Pasithea Face S

The Meadows (1:05 P.M.)

$105,000 Allerage - MareP (Race 6)
Featuring: Lady Shadow, Blue Moon Stride, Nike Franco N,
Pure Country

PA Fair Finals - 2&3yos (Races 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8, 9, 10)

Looking Ahead
red mile (1:00 P.M.)

Hoosier (10/13) - $200,000 Indiana Sire Stakes Super Finals
Yonkers (10/14) - $1,000,000 International

$136,000 Allerage - OpenT (Race 3)
Featuring: Hannelore Hanover

Yonkers (10/14) - $250,000 Dan Rooney & Harry Harvey

$119,000 Allerage - OpenP (Race 10)
Featuring: Mel Mara, Mcwicked, All Bets Off

Yonkers (10/14) - $225,000 NY Sire Stakes Finals

International Stallion Stakes - 2yoP (Races 2, 4-9)
Featuring: Closing Statement (Race 2); Rainbow Room
(Race 5); Lost In Time (Race 9)

Northfield (10/14) - $125,000 Courageous Lady

Mohawk (10/14) - C$225,000 ONSS Super Finals

(All post times are E.D.T.)
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Jay Bergman: Walner brings
memories of first Crown READ MORE
Burke with 17 chances to win a
Breeders Crown Final READ MORE

HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
meet in epic Crown Final, Page 5
Darin Zoccali: Trixton/Taylor Made
deal could be game-changer, Page 6

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2

