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Brown brings a six-pack to Crown eliminations
Fear The Dragon & Downbytheseaside are part of a six-horse group from
trainer Brian Brown heading to the Breeders Crown at Hoosier Park
By Jay Bergman
Trainer Brian Brown has something very
few trainers coming into the Breeders Crown
have ever had. The Delaware, Ohio-based
trainer arrives at Hoosier Park this weekend
with six horses competing for spots in lucrative finals on October 27-28. Among that solid
group is a pair of 3-year-old pacing colts with
more than $1 million banked individually in
2017.
“They’re pretty nice horses,” Brown said
modestly of Fear The Dragon and Downbytheseaside. “I don’t know if they’re as good as they
were two months ago but they are still going
and some aren’t.”
Truth be told, they are more than just
“going” as they enter two $25,000 elimination
races on Saturday night in the sophomore
pacing colt division of the Breeders Crown.
“I had some horses get sick on me about the
time of the Sire Stakes final (early September). I tried to immunize Fear The Dragon
and he developed knots on his back. It’s taken
some time but I think he’s finally back feeling
himself again,” said Brown. “I think 10 days
in Kentucky getting turned out has been great
for him. He’s back to his old ornery self.”
That’s good news for Brown and company
and not such great information for the competition as Fear The Dragon (post 3, 7-2) seeks
win number 13 this year in Saturday’s 14th
race with regular pilot Dave Miller in tow.
The nine-horse field includes Little Brown Jug
winner Filibuster Hanover (post 1, 3-1) as well
as the supplemental entry Funknwaffles (post
2, 7-1), a recent New York Sire Stakes champion.

Downbytheseaside has struggled in his last
three starts and Brown believes he’s finally
found the answer. “He had a liver infection
and we’ve been fighting that,” said Brown.
“He hasn’t raced as well lately as he did in the
Milstein and the Messenger elimination, but I
think he’ll be better this week and hopefully
even better in the final.”
Downbytheseaside drew post eight and
was installed as the 4-1 third choice in the
first $25,000 elimination heat, race 13 on the
program, with Brian Sears in the bike.
With early season 2-year-old sensation
Done Well on the sidelines for Brown, who is
hoping to have the horse back to begin training in December, Whos Better and Rockin
Away will support the stable in eliminations
for the Crown juvenile pacing colt and gelding
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Welcome to Indiana!
The excitement has been building,
and now it’s time...it’s Indiana’s time!

We wish everyone the best of luck the next two weekends
and hope you enjoy the best of Hoosier Hospitality.
In fact, we think you’ll enjoy your time here so much,
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Blazin Britches training well for Crown
SPOTLIGHT ON

HOOSIER PARK
COVERAGE
PRESENTED BY
By Derick Giwner
Each week we’ll highlight a race(s)
from Hoosier Park. On Friday (Oct 20)
and Saturday (Oct 21) the track is hosting eliminations for the Breeders Crown.
Below are a few of my top plays . . .

Friday Race 8 - 2YO Filly Trot
(2) PHAETOSIVE is a very talented
filly that may actually offer some value
with trainer Trond Smedshammer driving and after missing over four weeks
of action. She is also facing a streaking
Basquiat (four straight wins). The above
said, she won off a similar layoff in the
Peaceful Way elimination and IS the most
talented filly in the group.

Saturday Race 1 - 2YO Colt Pace
Fear The Dragon is the top-ranked horse in North America this week.
CONTINUED from page 1

divisions also on Saturday.
In Whos Better (post 4, 10-1) in the second
race, Brown is clearly hoping for some
improvement. Winless in seven starts this
year, the altered son of Bettor’s Delight has
been making progress, even if it’s a bit hidden
from his past performance lines.
“He’s a big dumb horse that is still learning,” said Brown. “He’s been finishing well
but just can’t seem to get the hang of things.
I trained him back and he was a bit better.”
Whos Better faces five rivals including
Metro runner-up Hayden Hanover (post
2, 2-1) and Metro elimination winner Stay
Hungry (post 3, 3-1).
A victory in last week’s Ohio Sire Stakes
consolation at Northfield was all the impetus Brown needed to send Rockin Away up
against some of the best. The son of first crop
stallion Pet Rock has won five of eight starts
this year including a third-place finish in
Grand Circuit action at The Red Mile.
“Timmy (Tetrick) really liked him and
said he’s a horse with speed that has perfect
manners for stakes competition,” said Brown.
Rockin Away drew post one and faces six
rivals including Red Mile stakes winners
Karpathian Kid (post 5, 2-1) and I’m A Big
Deal (post 6, 5-1) as the 7-2 third choice on
the morning line.
On Friday night many eyes will be on
Blazin Britches. A winner in 10 of 13 starts,
Blazin Britches made an untimely break in
the Glen Garnsey at The Red Mile on October
8 over a rain-soaked surface, but her trainer
didn’t use that as an excuse. “She was really
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crooked behind the gate and that had nothing to do with the surface,” said Brown. “I’ve
taken the Murphy blind off of her and she’s
trained back well.”
Brown also noted that despite the break
in stride, Blazin Britches made up a ton of
ground to finish fourth in the Garnsey, beaten
just over two lengths. “I don’t know how far
back she was after the break,” Brown said.
Blazin Britches (3-1) drew post four in the
nine-filly single $25,000 Breeders Crown
elimination for sophomore pacing fillies,
race four on Friday night.
In Bye Hanover (race 6, 12-1), a Well Said
filly that landed post eight in a Breeders
Crown juvenile pacing filly elimination heat,
the bad luck continued for Brown. “She’s had
the worst kind of racing luck,” said Brown of
the filly that has banked over $110K in her
first year on the track including victories at
Delaware and The Red Mile.
First post for Friday and Saturday night’s
Hoosier Park Breeders Crown elimination
programs is 6:30 p.m.

BREEDERS CROWN BREAKING NEWS

COURANT INC, owner of Breeders
Crown Mare Trot contender Pasithea
Face S announced on Twitter Thursday
afternoon that she would be scratched
from the $250,000 Final due to injury
and most likely be retired and bred in
2018.

Here is another opportunity where
we may get a slightly higher price than
warranted because of the competition. (6)
LOST IN TIME has proven to me in the
last few weeks that he is the divisional
leader, but (1) NUTCRACKER SWEET is
coming off consecutive wins in fast times
and should take plenty of action as well.
I’m hoping for the same 6-5 we got in Lost
In Time’s last start.

Saturday Race 6 - Open Pace
This division has been a toss-up all
year long and at first glance this race
looks wide open. The more I dig in the PP
lines, the more I like (4) MACH IT SO. He
had no chance from outside posts in his
last two starts and was a solid second
behind a rated Bit Of A Legend N prior to
those starts. If driver David Miller gets a
little aggressive, like he did in the Haughton at The Meadowlands, this guy could
go a long way at a fair price.

Saturday Race 11 - 2YO Colt Trot
September clearly wasn’t (4) SAMO
DIFFERENT DAY’s month. Outside of
the ninth month of the year he has been
quite good while posting a 7-2-4-1 record.
He was handled very patiently at the Red
Mile two starts back and finished very
fast with tonight’s driver Brian Sears
at the helm and bossed around lesser
company last week over this surface. If
Sears drives him like this race is important (you do get to choose an inside post
if you win), I believe this son of Cantab
Hall will prove very difficult to defeat on
Saturday.

Celebrating a job well done in marketing the International Trot
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
Over the last few years, thoroughbred
racing has adopted the ideology that marketing its marquee races as mainstream events,
while making big days even bigger, should
be a primary direction of the industry going
forward. Much of this has been done with
great success as the three legs of the Triple
Crown and the Breeders Cup have turned
into a “bucket-list” item for many people,
especially celebrities.
While there are many things that work
in thoroughbred racing that I am not sold
should be adopted in harness racing, I feel
that event-marketing of major races is one
of the few things that can be successful in
harness racing. Case in point, the International Trot at Yonkers Raceway.
In the weeks leading up to the International Trot, Yonkers Raceway used the Standardbred Owners Association of New York
twitter account to introduce the contenders
for the race to the public, something that
was much needed given that the majority of
the horses comprising the field were from
another country. The tweets included links
to profiles providing key information for
each of the horses.
From there video footage of the horses
arriving at Yonkers, relaxing in their stalls
and training over the half-mile oval would
follow, bringing the viewing audience much
closer to the horses in the weeks and days
leading up to the race.
The International Trot as an event also
made it to local airwaves in the form of a
preview of the event on Good Day New York,
which included a reporter in a jog cart at
Yonkers and a live one hour broadcast from
3:30 – 4:15 PM on SNY. It goes without saying
that exposure on television can always
enhance the effectiveness of marketing an
event and this is no exception.
The connections of the competitors in the
International Trot were given a cruise around
New York City on Thursday evening, bringing an important element to this event that is

Cammie Haughton leads the post parade for the Yonkers International Trot.

aware of these points, it helped the American
bettors understand why the horse was taking
so much play.
Yonkers Raceway and the SOA of New York
did a great job in working together to bring
the eight New York Sire Stakes championships and a pair of $250,000 Invitational events
to the racing program as well. This provided
the betting public with championship races
throughout the program, a key component of
turning a single race into an event.
The drone camera was very cool element
to the racing card that day and it was close
enough to the horses that you could identify
where the horse you wagered on was and how
he was moving. It is a glimpse into something we are going to see more of in the years
to come in all sporting events.
From top to bottom, the marketing plan
surrounding the International Trot was
effective and impressive. It showed the
industry how much good can be done when
a racetrack operator and the horsemen get
together to work collectively toward a goal.
For everyone involved in making this event
what it was, I say bravo and I look forward to
the 2018 edition.

not often seen in harness racing. Simply put,
the parties responsible for putting together
the event opened up their checkbooks, which
is an important aspect of showing the world
just how much they are going to support this
featured day.
One of the complaints when foreign horses
come to North America to compete is a lack
of data and information on the horses. Enter
Brandon Valvo, who was effectively utilized
by Yonkers Raceway to fill in the gaps in the
past performances by charting the races of
each of the foreign horses. While before we
may just see a finish position and a final time,
we were now privy to points of call throughout the horses’ races and the top three finishers from the race. This information proved
vital as it indicated that Twister Bi recently
was the horse who cut the mile before finishing third in Propulsion’s monstrous sub
1:50 performance. It also showed not just a
third-place finish in his most start, but one
that included a ferocious late charge from
an impossible spot to narrowly miss. While
this likely didn’t impact the horse’s price
too much, as many European bettors who
wagered into the commingled win pool were
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner

Multiple placement
discounts available

From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
Top Stories
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memories of first Crown READ MORE
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HARNESS LIVE! has you covered
with live video & real-time analysis
for the Breeders Crown READ MORE
Always B Miki, Wiggle It Jiggleit
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Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

An eye-opening experience at New Vocations in Lexington
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
As a product of Brooklyn, New York, just
a long stone’s throw south of Manhattan,
horses were far from a staple of my everyday
life. That’s not surprising since concrete was
much more prevalent in my environment
than grass and trees.
I’m not sure I saw my first horse until I
was 16 years old and my initial up close and
personal moment with an equine didn’t come
until I was about 25. Of course there were
times when horses were within a few yards
on the track, but I was never close enough to
utilize my sense of touch.
With this disconnect as my background,
despite spending the previous 21 years in
the industry as a writer, chart-caller, owner,
driver and announcer, I never really gave
much thought to what happens when the
horse I used to wager on was done racing. Of
course I knew that not all horses would head
to the beautiful grounds of the Kentucky
Horse Park like near $4 million earner Won
The West, but my focus was so tunneled on
my sector of the industry that my mind never
wandered off in that direction.
That all changed to some extent after
Winnie Morgan Nemeth invited me to visit
the New Vocations facility in Lexington,
Kentucky at Mereworth Farms. Along with
Ashley Viater Tetrick (Tim’s wife) and the
Umholtz’s (Clair and Ngaire) of Ohio racing
fame, we toured the facility as Winnie
brought me up to speed on a side of the industry that has evaded my world.
I always thought the purpose of organizations like New Vocations was to take in
horses which were no longer competitive for
racing purposes or neglected and care for
them until a suitable home could be found. I
never realized that a major function was to
repurpose them to be pleasure mounts. In the
hour I was on the property, a couple of trailers with families pulled up and apparently
that is a good sign because it means a horse
is being adopted.
There are of course horses which will make
their permanent homes at one of the New
Vocations locations in Ohio, Kentucky, New
York or Pennsylvania. We got to meet such
a group of standardbreds during our visit,
including one that I most certainly wagered
on a bunch of times over the years.
Grain Of Truth, a $1,507,570 career winner
who spent the last 10 years of his racing life
which ended in 2015 under the care of trainer
Ray Schnittker, was one of the horses we
encountered. He was basically chillin’ in
a large field with a bunch of friends as we
climbed the white fence (which I may have
damaged) to get up close and personal. It
was a bit surreal to see this former racing
“warrior”, who grinded out a huge bankroll
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Winnie Morgan Nemeth spending some quality time in the field with retired $1.5
million earner Grain Of Truth.
without winning more than $263,000 in a
single season, as a retiree.
The experience made me wonder where
some of the horses I used to own wound up
after their racing career came to a conclusion. Some, like Twin B Sassy and Christy
Rae, are easy to track since they went on to
serve as broodmares. But what about Call Me
Cam, Play For Silver and Kentucky Flyer? I
wonder where they ended up after they were
claimed or purchased to face lesser company.
Hopefully they avoided slaughter and were
treated humanely at the end of their careers.
It’s sad to think that for some people
slaughter is an option for a horse and perhaps

that negative notion is why I never really
gave it much thought. That’s a problem, since
if people who love the sport of horse racing
and the athletes who thrill us on a daily basis
don’t consider what will happen next, who
will?
I would urge you to find out more. Visit an
aftercare location. Contact New Vocations or
another facility. Maybe make a donation to
the cause.
Horses give their all on the track week
after week. The least we can do is make a
similar effort to ensure they are treated with
the respect they deserve when retirement
comes calling.

Maine would be better off without Walter Case Jr in the bike
Asked
& Answered
By Ryan Macedonio
@Trotcast
Walter Case Jr . . . now there’s a person that
will always be polarizing. He’s our “Pete Rose
should be in the Hall Of Fame” or “college
athletes shouldn’t be paid” topic. Whenever
there is a slow news day, we could always fire up
the ole Walter Case nostalgia engine and boom,
instant content! At least that’s what I thought.
It appears that Case has indeed received his
license in Maine as he is programmed to drive
in 19 of 21 races this weekend at Scarborough
Downs. Let me get this out of the way, Case has
the right to work, make money, pay his bills
and all of that jazz that is afforded to him as
an American. He’s an American who happens
to be a convicted felon, but one who has not
violated his probation.
There are plenty of people in Case’s shoes
who find jobs and rehab themselves into
great people after hitting rock bottom. I’m
not opposed to supporting him off the track in
charities and volunteer work. If Case asserted
himself as a dedicated member of society, raising money and awareness for domestic abuse,
I’d be standing right beside him, but that’s
where my support of Walter Case ends.
Some people say that philanthropy is the new
wave of advertising. A lot of corporations have
adopted this idea of “having their cake and
eating it too” where they get to donate to charity, volunteer, create an awareness event, etc.
while promoting the hell out of it in a way that’s
almost fake. Seemingly the only reason that
they are doing the charity work is to simply
promote while using the good deed as a facade.
Regardless of the intent, in the end the charity
work is getting done and way more good comes
out of it than negative. You can’t criticize an
organization for doing charity work even if it’s
solely for good, positive promotion!
Some people hate to bring attention to themselves while they volunteer and that’s perfectly
fine as well. From my perspective, Case cannot
take this secondary approach to charity/volunteer work. He has to get his name out there and
promote that he is trying to become a great
citizen to overcome the shame he has caused
himself, his family and the industry of harness
racing. He should hire a Public Relations
Manager and photographer and then go sit in
on a domestic abuse meeting and simply listen
to the stories that come out of those meetings.
He should dedicate his time to become a bridge
of emotions to the men who could possibly find
themselves in his position, and try to aid others
in dealing with their emotions before they lose
control. After all of that, wrap it up in a nice
little package and start spreading the word
through pictures and video with a message
that anyone can make it to the other side.
After six months of meetings, outings and
events, Case would most certainly have the

Walter Case Jr warming up a horse at Goshen Historic Track in 2016.
support of that group . . . and don’t you think
that if a group like that showed their support
for Case in front of whatever Gaming Commission and USTA committee, it should be very
easy to get his license? Why? Because it would
be a great positive story that we all could
promote! It’s Marketing and Promotions 101.
Why do you think Michael Vick is so well liked
now? He’s still spending time with charities,
raising money and educating people. As far as
I’m aware, Case has done nothing off the racetrack to promote harness racing and become
an outstanding member of society. If he has
been volunteering, why isn’t he screaming it
from the rooftops?
Moving on to Case on the racetrack . . .
I’ll say this as frankly as possible. Anyone
who uses Walter Case Jr as a driver or trainer
is not helping Harness Racing, and in fact, I
think you’re being detrimental to the future
growth of our industry. He will do absolutely
nothing for positive promotion of our sport and
we all know that we need more of it.
With Case now able to drive, the press
surrounding him will be shouting, “Walter
Case is back driving in Maine!” How many will
tune in to watch? Will you be watching every
single one of his drives, analyzing his moves
and detecting for the rust factor? Probably not.
Considering the USTA’s stance on Case, they
likely won’t ever feature an article highlighting his comeback. Any article that Scarborough or Bangor sends them will automatically
get funneled down the line into their abyss of
news headlines. Is that something that Maine
needs to happen to them? Absolutely not! They
need all the publicity help that they can get!
There are great stories that can be fished out
of Maine! I spent three weeks up there meeting
people for the first time and I can honestly say
that they are a great harness racing community. All of the support they have shown has
been tremendous. One of the reasons I went
up there was because any video or interview
that featured a person from Maine was wildly
successful. They get behind their people in a
way that’s unlike other states. So when I visited
Windsor and Fryeburg, my goal was to talk
and listen to as many people as possible and
then introduce them to an international audi-

Luanne Case

ence on my TrotCast site.
So here I have found all of these great
people with fantastic relatable stories that
can connect with fans, but the story will go to
Walter Case? Maybe not for the USTA or Standardbred Canada, but perhaps with DRF, HRU
and HarnessLink. But should that be the story?
McGwire Sowers, a 17-year-old driving
phenom, had a driving triple at the Fryeburg
Fair in one day. Now that’s a story that could
be promoted by news outlets. If we don’t make
a big deal out of our young talent, why would
we expect our fans to care? Even a little story
can be propped up to seem like huge endeavor
so that fans can look and say, “Wow that’s
pretty cool”. Back to Case . . . you’ll wait to see
a press release on how he did and how many
races he won, then maybe you’ll search out
the replay. Good luck with that because Scarborough has limited their video and replay
feed, although you’ll be able to watch Bangor
Raceway just fine. How many people will
wager? Sure, maybe some will throw down
a few bucks and there will be a small burst
of handle, but that won’t sustain over a long
period of time. Walter Case isn’t the product,
and he shouldn’t be the focus of your product.
Here’s another question: How many of us
have a connection or even the slightest idea
about Walter Case? Anyone under the age
of 35 probably has no idea. He set his wins
record 20 years ago! I’m pretty sure that there
were few if any kids running around with a
Case bobblehead and/or jersey. Remember,
20 years ago when I was a teenager, there
wasn’t the ease of access to news, replays,
and stories of harness racing, so none of us
outside of the track that Case was racing at
even knew who Walter Case was. So he’s had
20 years of essentially being a ghost while
the new wave of young marketable drivers
came along for us to idolize like superheroes.
He’s 56 years old now and hasn’t raced since
2008 at Plainridge, so he has zero readability to any new fan! He’s not young, hip and
attractive like Doug McNair, Louis-Philippe
Roy, Joe Bongiorno, and Scott Zeron. On the
small amount of exposure that we can get to
young women, whose face do you want trying
CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Looking back on International Trot Day
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Sometimes success is a matter of what can
and what can’t be done.
A look into Saturday’s $1 million Yonkers
International Trot afternoon is a pretty fair
indicator of the kind of racing that can be
brought to the public with thought and hard
work. It’s fair to say that Yonkers did everything within their power to bring the best
horses from around the world to their track to
go the mile and one-quarter distance.
After the dust had settled, the success was
that they were able to accommodate Twister
Bi and his connections, and the result was
a breathtaking example of just how far the
breed has come. The son of Varenne kicked
into full sprint after traveling at a pretty
lively pace on the outside for three quarters of
a mile. That turn of foot against theoretically
the best horses in the world was earth-shattering, but explained in genuine terms after
the event by Christoffer Eriksson, his driver.
“His technique,” is how the driver explained
the ability of the horse to carry his extreme
speed through a sharp turn.
Sprinting and racing on the outside is
commonplace in Europe, but in 39 years of the
International Trot no horse has come close to
what Twister Bi accomplished on Saturday.
Give credit to winning trainer Jerry Riordan for putting it all in perspective. He clearly
suggested following the victory that there
were enough horses that could have kept close
company with Twister Bi in the racing world.
Unfortunately for the wagering public, those
horses remained in Europe on Saturday.
What made the International, even with 10
horses, far from the best wagering event, was
perhaps the incredible form of its champion
that had not gone unnoticed in Europe or in
reports that were carried back to the mainland. In the olden days, few in North America
had a clue of past performances from overseas, but the exact opposite was in effect on
Saturday as Twister Bi’s current form was
rich and noticeable (including his cutting a
1:50 rated mile) while the past performances of
the North American contingent was suspect
to say the least.
Resolve, the defending champion, had not
raced since a disappointing effort in the Canadian Trotting Classic. Marion Marauder, last
year’s Triple Crown winner, joined Resolve
on the sidelines for the Trotting Classic final
after being unable to qualify for it.
In Secret, the other American entry, earned
his way in with local success, but clearly that
level of competition is hard to quantify on a
national or international scale.
The International gave us one great horse
but not enough buzz-worthy rivals to create a
larger betting vehicle.
It’s a challenge for an entire year to plan out

a $1 million race and have everything work
out to the optimal level. In 2017, Twister Bi
was the best by far of the horses assembled.
It’s unfortunate there were no other horses in
his class on Saturday, but that may just be a
result of the condition of our aged ranks this
year and be something easily remedied in
next year’s crop. Let’s hope for that.
While the International may have been
slightly one-sided, the same couldn’t be said
for the $250,000 Dan Rooney Invitational Pace.
It’s hard to believe that two half-mile tracks,
both in New York state, could put together
eight-horse fields of elite pacers during the
same racing season and provide racing fans
with thrills each second of a 1:51 and change
mile. Yet that’s exactly what we have found
first through the thrilling Joe Gerrity Memorial at Saratoga in July and nearly three
months later in the Dan Rooney.
Racing secretary Steve Starr was fortunate to get commitments from six of the eight
horses that raced in the Gerrity for the Rooney
and they were the crucial pieces that created a
masterpiece of a horse race and the action that
horse racing fans and gamblers love to see.
As in the Gerrity, with a large purse there
was serious action on the first turn. Perhaps
a little less activity than in the Gerrity but
nonetheless aggressiveness in the form of Jody
Jamieson from the inside track with Sintra
and Yonkers stalwarts Somewhere In L A with
Jason Bartlett and Gerrity champion Bit Of A
Legend N with Jordan Stratton. Credit Stratton for recognizing that he could not possibly
win this race from post six from off the pace.
Bartlett’s Somewhere In L A lacked the
angle from post two to out-foot Sintra. Bit Of A
Legend N and Stratton were able to get around
Sintra, but not until they had blistered an
opening quarter.
What happened from that pole is something
hardly ever seen at Yonkers in that Bartlett
picked up the lines from the three-hole and got
moving before the field came out of turn two. A
three-hole on most nights of open competition
is usually a comfortable spot to take home a
good check from, but on Saturday Bartlett and
Somewhere In L A were interested in winning
and that wasn’t going to happen if he let Big Of
A Legend N get away with soft fractions.
The bitter middle half struggle between
Somewhere In L A and Bit Of A Legend N took
the best out of both and set the table for a pair
of closers in Keystone Velocity and the eventual winner All Bets Off. On this afternoon
the second and third-over horses got the benefit of incredible mid-race action.
In the Dan Rooney, Steve Starr was able to
lure the best available horses to the racetrack
due to the size of the purse he could offer,
which was five times the money these horses
generally race for on a Saturday night. That
was enough to get every driver and horse
motivated.
It kind of makes you wonder, what’s the
point of getting one-fifth the racing action for
$50,000 a week when you can offer $250,000
once a month and give racing fans what they
have been craving?

Walter Case returns
CONTINUED from page 8

to lure them in? How can we expect any
children to use Case as a role model? If
their parents do their job, they’ll steer
them away from him very quickly,
instead shoving a John Campbell or
Ronnie Wrenn bobblehead in front of
them. Isn’t our goal for Harness Racing
to recruit more fans, specifically NEW
YOUNG fans to the sport? So how will
someone past his prime, who doesn’t
use social media, be able to connect with
anyone under 35? If you can answer that,
you should be hired as the next VP of
Marketing for Google.
Do you really think that Case will
dominate like he once did? Even if he does
come back to win six races each night, if
you are a top trainer, do you need Case to
drive your horse? No matter where you
fit in that equation, wouldn’t it suit the
sport of harness racing to use your position as a trainer and owner to wrap your
arms around one of the young drivers
and trainers eager to assert themselves
as the next generation of great horsemen
that have come out of Maine? The talent
pool is overflowing! If you have some
power, you don’t need Case. If your horse
is the 5th best in the race, Case isn’t going
to drive it anyway.
Aaron Hall, Ryan Hall, Matt Athearn,
McGwire Sowers, Mitch Cushing,
McKenzie Sower, Andy Harrington, Eric
Davis, Chris Nye, Nick Graffam, Zack
Gray, and the list goes on, but all of them
are hungry and ready to make their mark.
If I were them, I would stand up against
Case because they are the present and the
future. Case will only take away the focus
and opportunities from them.
Face it Maine, Case is likely only using
you as a stepping stone to try and get
his license somewhere else. I hope I am
wrong, but do you really think that he
is going to help anyone? Do you think
he’ll have sit-down sessions with some of
the trainers and drivers to go over their
mistakes? I know that you can call up the
other guys I listed earlier and they’ll do
just that, just like many other drivers.
It frustrates me at my core when I see
others being passed over simply because
of their age. It’s something I fight with
everyday. There is always someone out
there questioning my ability and I have
to scratch and claw to change their
opinions. This young group from Maine
should band together and do the same
thing. Understand that Case will do nothing for your career, short or long term.
He will not help you win races, he will not
teach you anything and will be actively
trying to take your spot. Look around
you and see who has come out of Maine.
This is your opportunity to decide which
path you can take. My advice . . . become
the Jason Bartlett or James Doherty of
Maine, not the Walter Case Jr.
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Weekend Stakes Spotlight
Saturday, October 21
freehold (12:30 p.m.)
$50,000 NJ Sire Stakes Final - 2yoCP (Race 7)
Featuring: Melanie’s Fran

Hoosier (6:30 p.m.)
$20,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 2yoCP (Races 1-3)
Featuring: Lost In Time (Race 1); Hayden Hanover (Race 2)
Closing Statement (Race 3)

Matt Rose & Derick Giwner discuss the Breeders
Crown eliminations and divisional battles.

Friday, October 20

$20,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 2yoCT (Races 11 & 12)
Featuring: Fiftydallarbill, Crystal Fashion, Samo Different Day,
Hat Trick Habit (Race 11); You Know You Do,
Fashionwoodchopper, Met’s Hall, Fourth Dimension (Race 12)
$25,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 3yoCP (Races 13 & 14)
Featuring: Downbytheseaside (Race 13); Fear The Dragon
(Race 14)
$25,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 3yoCT (Races 8-10)
Featuring: Dover Dan, Top Flight Angel, International Moni
(Race 8); Snowstorm Hanover (Race 9); Yes Mickey, What
The Hill, Bill’s Man, Devious Man (Race 10)

freehold (12:30 p.m.)
$50,000 NJ Sire Stakes Finals - 2yoFP&T (Races 3 & 5)
Featuring: Hurrikane Empress (Race 3)

Hoosier (6:30 p.m.)

$25,000 Breeders Crown Elim - OpenP (Races 6 & 7)
Featuring: Check Six, Mach It So, Sintra, Mcwicked (Race 6)
Mel Mara, All Bets Off, Keystone Velocity (Race 7)

$20,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 2yoFP (Races 5 & 6)
Featuring: Percy Bluechip, Rainbow Room (Race 5)
Youaremycandygirl (Race 6)

$25,000 Breeders Crown Elim - OpenT (Races 4 & 5)
Featuring: Hannelore Hanover (Race 4); Resolve, Crazy
Wow, Marion Marauder, Homicide Hunter (Race 5)

$20,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 2yoFT (Races 8 & 9)
Featuring: Phaetosive, Basquiat (Race 8)
Manchego (Race 9)

Sunday, October 22

$25,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 3yoFP (Race 4)
Featuring: Caviart Ally, Agent Q, Blazin Britches

Rosecroft (6:40 P.M.)

$25,000 Breeders Crown Elim - 3yoFT (Race 7)
Featuring: Ice Attraction

MD Sire Stakes Finals - 2yos

$25,000 Breeders Crown Elim - MP (Races 2 & 3)
Featuring: Pure Country, Lady Shadow (Race 2)
Nike Franco N (Race 3)

Looking Ahead
Hoosier (10/27-28) - Breeders Crown Finals
(All post times are E.D.T.)
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