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Marcus Miller is going places. Coming off
the best year of his career and with his success
confirmed by winning the Rising Star Award
from the United States Harness Writers Association, the sky seems to be the limit for the
27-year-old driver.
An Illinois native, Miller was one of the top
drivers on the Chicago circuit in 2011 and 2012,
winning 501 and 436 races, respectively. With
purses dwindling and the hope for revitalization in Illinois seemingly unlikely, Miller
followed his dad Erv Miller east to chase the
casino-fueled purses at tracks like Pocono and
Harrah’s Philadelphia in Pennsylvania.
To say the switch required some adjustment
was an understatement. Miller went from 436
wins to just 188 in 2013. His starts dropped
from 2,595 to 1,772. “Winning less was a big
change,” admitted Miller. “It took a while for
people to figure out who I am.”
In a classic case of slow and steady wins the
race, Miller has upped his starts each of the
last four years, climbing from 2,198 in 2014 to
2,419 in 2015 and reaching his career high of
2,727 last year. He also eclipsed his career best
in earnings, as horses driven by Miller took
home $5,447,916, nearly $1.6 million more than
his previous best total.
“Two years ago my days off weren’t really
by choice. Last year I’d get like four to five
drives a card. In 2016 I was pretty much busy
the whole card every night and my overnight
drives were a lot better,” said Miller on his
progression.
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Horses driven by Marcus Miller topped the
$5 million mark for the first time in his
career.

Miller, who spent most of his time driving
at Pocono and Philly in 2016, plans to follow
a similar schedule this year, but he hopes to
continue to build on his Grand Circuit success.
He was able to pilot 2-year-old pacing filly
Someomensomewhere to a Breeders Crown
win and had plenty of wins at the Red Mile this
past October in stakes events.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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World Record-holder for Aged and All-Age

Earned his moniker in the summer of 2014

Pacer on five-eighths mile track (1:47.0).

when he won 10 consecutive races, with
six straight in sub 1:48—the only pacer in
history to achieve this feat.

2yo Pacing Colt of the Year in 2011—
set and still holds the World Record for 2yo

33 wins, earnings in excess of $3.4 million.

pacers on mile track (1:49.0).

First Crop of “Baby Blazes” are yearlings this year.

PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
email: diamondcreek2@gmail.com

Yankee Cruiser—Sweet Future
Fee: $7,500

www.DiamondCreekFarm.com

Miller to compete in Drivers Challenge

Brian Sears on
the sidelines to
start 2017
By Derick Giwner

Marcus Miller hopes Chip Walther comes up big in 2017.

Derick Giwner

CONTINUED from page 1

Unfortunately for Miller, according to a
report on theharnessedge.com, Someomensomewhere was sold privately to Diamond
Creek Racing and Bob Boni. She will now
race for new trainer Jimmy Takter, which
could mean Miller won’t be in the bike when
she returns from winter vacation.
“She was really awesome for a stretch and
was really good to us,” said Miller about
Someomensomewhere, before talking about
the sale. “That was a bummer, but I understand that the owners have to make money
when you can.”
With his main tracks closed, Miller has
been setting up shop at The Meadowlands
and displaying good success. In December he
picked up 10 wins in 88 starts at the New Jersey
track, good for fifth in the standings. For the
year, the Pennsylvania resident was able to
pick up 36 wins, nearly tripling his 13 victories
from 2015 in a similar number of starts.
With The Meadowlands only racing two
days a week right now and limited opportunities on the east coast, Miller is making a
trek to Miami Valley in Ohio to compete in
the $25,000 North American Drivers Challenge from January 8 to 10. The tournament attracted 30 drivers who will compete
in preliminary legs over the first two cards
before the top eight battle it out on the track
for the top prizes on Tuesday afternoon.
“I’m not very busy this time of year and
this will give me some time to see friends I
haven’t seen in a while,” said Miller on why
he decided to participate. “I’ve never really
raced in Ohio. I think the last time I was
there was an amateur race in 2007.”
Miller is not new to these driving tourna-

ments, having finished fourth in a similar
tournament at Philly back in September.
Those watching the races that day saw a
much more aggressive style of driving that
made for some exciting and enjoyable racing.
“It became a situation where there wasn’t
a next week. Every race was like a big final,”
said Miller.
While Miller agreed that the racing was
more interesting, he also warned that it
isn’t reasonable to contest races like that
on a consistent basis. “We are dealing with
animals and you can’t be wide open on a
suicide mission with them every week,” he
said.
An acknowledged patient driver, Miller is
very much looking forward to working with
his father’s babies in the spring and some of
the 2-year-olds he drove to victory in 2016.
“I think he has a lot of nice horses in Florida right now,” said Miller, who added that
his father went after some higher-priced
yearlings at the fall sales.
Miller named two pacing colts, R J P and
Chip Walther, as 3-year-olds that could prosper in 2017. “R J P could be a really nice
horse if he is a bit calmer. Chip Walther got
good at the end of the year and he could be
good if he carries that over to this year,” said
Miller.
In addition to visiting Ohio, Miller will
head to Las Vegas in late February to pick
up his Rising Star award. He’ll be joined by
his whole family including sister Hannah,
who was named the top amateur driver in the
sport for the second straight year.
It truly is a good time to be named Miller.
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Yonkers Raceway kicks off its 2017 live
racing season with $380,000 in purses
up for grabs on Sunday and one notable
driver is nowhere to be found. Hall of
Famer Brian Sears, who hasn’t driven
since November 29, remains out of action
following PRK laser eye surgery.
“I had it done December 1 and when
I went back for my one month check-up
the doctor advised me to wait at least
another month before driving again,”
said Sears, who is hoping to be back in
the bike sometime in February.
After spendning some time with his dad
in Florida and taking a couple of minivacations, Sears admitted that he is starting to chomp at the bit and ready to return.
“I hadn’t planned for this much time
off and I had nothing set up to kill my
time. If I would’ve known it was going to
take this long to get back, I would have
taken a place down south or something,”
said Sears.
While finishing ninth in North American earnings this year, Sears’ final
tally of $7,486,183 was the lowest singleseason number he has posted since 2003.
In 2014 and 2015 he averaged just over
$9.5 million and between 2004 and 2013
he eclipsed $10 million nine times.
Despite the lower than usual numbers,
Sears wasn’t upset by his earnings, but
he did hint at possible changes on the
horizon for 2017.
“I’m pretty happy with every year.
I got into this business just hoping to
make a living,” said Sears of his modest
goals to start his career.
“The overnight races have been so
good that I was questioning whether
it made sense to travel for one or two
young horses,” said Sears. “I’ve been
kind of removed from the Grand Circuit,
but I’m going to try to be more focused
on that this year.”
Sears sits just 286 wins from reaching 10,000 for his career, a number that
seems very much in reach in 2017 considering he hasn’t driven fewer than 300
winners since 1993.
For now, Sears is keeping in shape
and waiting as usual for the word “go,”
this time from his doctor rather than the
starter.

Derick Giwner | Email Dgiwner@drf.com | PHONE 212-366-7709
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Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
Saturday, November 19, 2016
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.
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SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Pet Rock-sired freshmen soon to make their debut

Derick Giwner

Trainer Virgil Morgan Jr greets Pet Rock and David Miller after a world record 1:48 1/5 mile at the Delaware County Fairgrounds.

While the calendar is but a few days into
2017, it’s not too early to begin to dream of the
coming freshman class. No stallions have
more at stake than those that will debut this
year with first crops destined for greatness or
doomed to mediocrity. This year marks the
debut from a few members of the sophomore
class of 2012, a memorable year with multiple
horses battling in many of the classics of this
century. Pet Rock emerged from that class
and went on to further his stature as an aged
pacer. In 2017 his first book will hit the track,
with the son of Rocknroll Hanover looking to
make his mark first in Ohio but more likely
throughout North America.
Virgil Morgan Jr. was the guiding force
behind Pet Rock during his racing career
and he is out front early in search of the next
champion.
“I’m training 12 by Pet Rock,” Morgan said.
“I’ve got 6 fillies and 6 colts and I have only
good things to say about all of them.”
Morgan accepted the obvious bias thrust
upon him, but at the same time is feeling
confident at this point.
“They all have a lot of the same attributes
that he had,” Morgan said. “They have good
attitudes, good conformation and physically
look a lot like him.”
Morgan knows there is a long distance
between January and June but he appears
confident in what he’s got right now. The
trainer has but 15 2-year-olds in training

STALLION SPOTLIGHT

By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
with a full 80 percent by Pet Rock.
Pet Rock has been standing at Midland
Acres for three seasons and has been
extremely well received in the Buckeye State.
Perhaps much of that has to do with the epic
performances those in Ohio got to witness
first hand.
“He paced in 1:48 1/5 over the half-mile at
Delaware,” said Morgan. “He won the Ewart
in 1:47 2/5 over the five-eighths at Scioto and
took a 1:47 mark on the mile track.”
There was never much doubt how fast a
horse Pet Rock was, but wise horsemen know
there’s a huge difference between a fast horse
and a great horse, and Morgan recognized
what separated his horse from those others.
“He had a great mouth. You could leave
out of there in 25 seconds and get him to
relax afterwards. A lot of horses when you
start them up like that you never get them to
calm down. You could just see how he carried
himself on the racetrack,” Morgan said.
As a son of the late Rocknroll Hanover, Pet
Rock will try to continue a line that at this
point is looking for a new beginning. Out of

an Artsplace-sired mare, there’s plenty to
like in the rich pedigree that supports his
bottom line and that leaves ample reason
for optimism in Ohio and throughout North
America that a successor to Rocknroll
Hanover could be found.
On the racetrack, Pet Rock showed high
speed during an abbreviated five-race juvenile campaign in 2011. He hit the board in
20 of 22 starts as a 3-year-old against a stellar crop of colts that included A Rocknroll
Dance, Sweet Lou, Thinking Out Loud, Bolt
The Duer, Heston Blue Chip, Michaels Power,
Warrawee Needy, and State Treasurer. As a
4-year-old he didn’t win nearly as often, but
his nose was on the wire against the aforementioned class while losing a couple of close
decisions to Foiled Again, at the time already
a seasoned superstar.
With near $2 million in career earnings,
Pet Rock had a distinguished career on the
racetrack and will now get a full opportunity
to continue his legacy as a stallion. With a
stud fee at $6,000 and a first crop looking and
acting the part, Pet Rock’s popularity could
grow, as could the fee to breed to him over
time.
Pet Rock’s biggest fan may in fact be
Morgan. “I’m putting my money where my
mouth is,” said Morgan in regard to his
support for the stallion and the direction he
feels sons and daughters of Pet Rock will take
him in the not too distant future.

Winter racing is not quite what it was years ago
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
It’s a new year and to many that means
renewed optimism and hope that no matter
what last year looked like this next 12 months
is sure to be better.
In racing, whether on the bettor’s side or
the horsemen’s, there’s the feeling that tickets torn will be fewer and that the horse in
stall number 13 may actually have a bright
future.
Racing has such a dynamic that the turn
of a calendar page suddenly opens the doors
to something completely different. Since all
horses are afforded a uniform birth date
of January 1, we now find those yearling
purchases suddenly becoming full fledged
2-year-olds with an outlook pointing more
directly at coming stakes payments and flawless training trips.
While many horsemen spend most of the
next few months prepping for battle, others
in the Northeast are left with bills to pay and
conditions to deal with. Perhaps some of them
long for a time when there was no winter
racing. Others may reflect upon the days
when all horses were pretty much stabled
at the racetrack and whether the forecast
was for frigid temperatures or blizzard-like
conditions, they could warm up at the track
cafeteria and have their horses ready to race
without shipping.
It hardly seemed a luxury back then, but
today horsemen must cope with much longer
days during the winter, with traveling to the
track and back often more time consuming
and dangerous. The proximity of our racehorses to the track has also seriously negatively impacted winter racing as tracks are
at times forced to close prematurely regardless of the forecast. The uncertainty of travel
conditions early in the day has led to many
tracks scrapping an entire card only to find
out hours later that traffic and track conditions may have in fact been good enough to
run the program as scheduled.
For much of the last 30 years the winter has

meant different things to different people,
but in the Northeast it was generally synonymous with horses from all parts of North
America descending on East Rutherford.
For many, January’s arrival meant the
first real chance for horsemen far and wide
to compete for the highest purses during the
coldest months. The weather was no picnic
but the opportunity was great and worthy of
sacrifice.
For bettors, there was a unique blend of
drivers and trainers and horses from all
walks of life that weaved a product worthy of
intense interest. There were enough horses
to go around and full programs with full
fields were the norm.
We all lament change to some degree and
the loss of late closers during the winter may
have been the final piece of the puzzle pulled
from the past. At the time the move appeared
short sighted, but in hindsight it was just
recognition that you can’t recreate the past,
you can only press forward.
Horsemen have always had a capacity to
adjust. When your livelihood is dependent
upon fragile four-legged animals, plans
and outcomes never travel in a straight line
together.
The coming months can still be a mix of
competitive racing. As long as the weather
is willing the fields can be complete. Though
winter was at one time the season when there
was limited Thoroughbred racing to wager
on and standardbreds enjoyed the spotlight,
those days are gone and unlikely to return.
For those hoping for a glimmer of greatness to attract their attention during the
winter, there isn’t likely to be another Wiggle
It Jiggleit racing in January or February at
The Meadowlands. The balance of risk and
reward is too tilted towards risk in these
times, and horsemen sitting on potential
quality horses are likely to err on the side of
caution.
That The Meadowlands has embraced what
it is as opposed to what it once was is actually a very positive thing. That Jeff Gural
has hung on to a stakes program when others
have abandoned them is critically important
to the sport’s present and future.
The first months of the year are likely to
move slowly as many of the sport’s stars
both human and equine rest up and prepare
for the meat of the racing season. What The
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City Hall has won five consecutive races
at The Meadowlands and switches to
Yonkers Raceway on Sunday.

JAYWALKING: Yonkers returns for 2017
with an impressive Sunday 11-race opening program. While the card is top-heavy
on trotting and distance races simulcast
and commingled with French pools, the
card closes with a $50,000 mile pacing event
for winners over $25,000. The race marks a
return to the half-mile track for City Hall, a
winner of five consecutive races at The Meadowlands including a spectacular performance on New Year’s Eve in East Rutherford,
where he left for position and then flashed a
huge closing kick to score in a sub-1:50 mile.
The altered son of Metropolitan had dropped
to near basement level at Pocono before
getting his act together in a major way on
the big track. His good fortune has in fact
coincided with some generous purse alterations, as he raced for $35,000 in his last start
at The Meadowlands and now gets to race for
$50,000 in his first 2017 start at Yonkers. City
Hall was racing for $8,750 when he shipped
in to The Meadowlands at the end of November. Amber Buter trains City Hall and Tyler
Buter will drive him from post eight.
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Meadowlands does hold is the promise for a
core of young and determined driving corps
to battle on the track for future positions in
the ranks. Who will the next stars be?
What the so-called second string offers
bettors is a different look at the product.
Hungry and aggressive drivers can change
the inner movements in a race and alter the
outcomes. This is a dynamic that at times has
been missing all too much in certain areas.
The Meadowlands during the winter has the
potential to unearth some young talent and
that’s something we can look forward to.
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
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Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.

