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The arrow is pointing up for Andrew Harris
JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
Trainer Andrew Harris saw himself on
the biggest stage last year when he sent the
3-year-old trotter Waitlifter K postward in the
Hambletonian. It was an unexpected position
to be in, but Harris acquitted himself rather
well at the highest level.
“He just turned out to be fourth or fifth best.
He wasn’t as good as Marion Marauder, Bar
Hopping or Southwind Frank,” said Harris of
the colt now back with trainer Rich Gillock.
The memories of last August are distant to
most and Harris doesn’t have much time to
look back these days with a stable of 45 and a
solid group of racehorses competing regularly
at Yonkers.
“I’m looking for 3 and 4-year-olds that can
race on a half-mile track,” said Harris. “The
non-winners classes race for huge purses and
if you can get a non-winners of 2 horse you’re
racing for $15,000 to start.”
Harris understands the nature of the game
and realizes that while stakes may be the
ultimate prize for some, managing a successful racetrack operation could in fact be more
profitable.
“I’m not looking for the stakes horse. I’m
looking for something that can fit these conditions. If you get a decent non-winners horses
you can go all the way up to non-winners of
8 races and they go for $30,000,” Harris said.
“You don’t have to win every race.”
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Trainer Andrew Harris won 91 races in
2016, more than his combined output for
2014 and 2015.

That’s the beauty of the revised condition
sheet at Yonkers. There is plenty of room to
develop a young horse and plenty of money to
race for each week. Breeders have longed for
the opportunity to reward those that spend
money on yearlings with the opportunity to
recover their investment while not forced to
compete at the stakes level.
Make no mistake, the non-winners at
Yonkers are not easy races to win anymore.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Harris focusing on conditioned horses and 2-year-olds
CONTINUED from page 1

Once you reach the non-winners of 6 races
you are guaranteed to race some future stars,
but at the same time you race against horses
of the same caliber.
Harris had a breakout year in 2016 that
saw his stable earn above $1.5 million, the
first time he exceeded the seven-figure mark
and more than double any of his previous
yearly earnings. With 91 winners, Harris
surpassed his win output from both 2014-15
combined.
Harris is already off to a quick start at
Yonkers this season. Last Monday he sent
out six pacers all in the non-winners level
category and came away with two winners,
two seconds and a third and a fourth for his
efforts.
Cousin Mary was one of the two winners.
She is a 4-year-old mare by Camluck that had
a so-so year racing in Ontario over the halfmile tracks. She arrived in time to qualify
at Yonkers in December and then was an
easy non-winners of 2 winner on January
9. The victory will elevate Cousin Mary to
non-winners of 4 races or $40,000 lifetime for
this coming Monday, a level the mare could
win at on two more occasions without being
bumped up.
For Harris, this may be the perfect type of
fit for the Yonkers conditions, but he’s mindful that not all that come through his stable

before making the call. If I don’t think he’s
good enough for the Levy there is always the
Preferred level.”
The 32-year-old Harris is committed to a
strong racehorse stable but he still has aspirations of hitting a home run with the youngsters. He’s currently training a dozen 2-yearolds. “I’ve got a couple of trotters and the rest
are pacers,” said Harris. “They’re all going
good right now.”
With the experience Harris gained knocking heads with some of the sport’s superstars in 2016 on the trotting front, there’s
plenty of room for growth going forward.
His understanding of the dynamics of a
racehorse stable combined with his ability to focus in on quality young horses and
bring out the best, are sure signs that he’ll
be attracting stakes caliber horses come the
summer time.
For now, Harris appears to have amassed
a solid group of horses to race with regularity and perform at a high level, primarily at
Yonkers, and early 2017 appears to be setting
up quite well for his stable.
At this time last year Harris had to figure
he’d be watching the Hambletonian from the
grandstand as opposed to training the eventual fourth-place finisher in the $1 million
contest. A year later he appears to be in the
same situation. While he may not return to
the Hambletonian immediately, there’s good
reason to believe he’ll show up in some major
stakes races with a winning attitude.

will meet the rigorous requirements of the
half-mile track or that quality of competition.
“If they can’t cut it in the non-winners of 2 I
can always drop them into the 3 & 4-year-old
claimer,” said Harris.
While the focus this winter for the 30
actively racing from Harris’ stable based at
White Birch Farm will likely be overnight
events at Yonkers, the conditioner is hoping
to have a few geared up for the coming Levy
series.
“Lucan Hanover is one we’re definitely
pointing for the Levy,” said Harris. Now a
7-year-old, Lucan Hanover is fast approaching the $1 million mark in career earnings.
The son of Western Ideal closed out his 2016
season with a solid second-place finish at
The Meadowlands capping a campaign that
began last February.
Lucan Hanover won back-to-back Levy
legs to start the 2016 series but got bitten by
the bad-post bug and failed to get a check in
the lucrative final from post eight.
The imported Bettor Rock On N came out
in full force last year at this time at Yonkers
upon his North American arrival. After two
consecutive wins he advanced into the Levy
series where he finished second on two occasions.
“I’m not sure where we are right now with
Bettor Rock On N,” said Harris about Levy
expectations. “He’s in to go Friday night at
Yonkers and we’ll see how he comes back
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Sky is the limit for Tim Tetrick-driven
Breeders Crown starters Huntsville, Walner
By Derick Giwner
From 2007 to 2013 driver Tim Tetrick was on
top of the Harness Racing world. Horses under
his control earned over $120 million during
that span as he led North America in earnings in each season. While Tetrick has been
replaced at the top of the heap for the last two
years by Yannick Gingras, the 35-year-old has
renewed horsepower in the form of Huntsville
and Walner that could vault him back to the
front of the line.
Although sitting $1,074,183 behind Gingras
on the earnings leaderboard in 2016, Tetrick
will be odds-on to win the $600,000 Breeders
Crown events for colts on both the trot and
pace at The Meadowlands on Saturday night.
In Huntsville he has the co-fastest 2-year-old
pacer of all-time, sharing a 1:49 mark with
Sweet Lou (2011) and fellow Crown finalist
Downbytheseaside. Not to be outdone, Walner
is the fastest rookie trotting colt in history,
stopping the timer in 1:51 3/5 at the Red Mile
in early October.
To have one top 2-year-old with the potential
to dominate the following year is phenomenal.
To seemingly have the opportunity to drive
the winter book favorite for the Hambletonian
and top pacing events like the North America
Cup and Meadowlands Pace is a dream come
true.
“I did have American Jewel and Heston Blue
Chip at 2,” said Tetrick, recalling the top filly
pacer and colt, respectively. “They were both
really good and ended up being really good at
3, but these are my top two that I’ve had so far.”
Tetrick is no stranger to driving champion 2-year-old colt pacers. In 2012 he guided

Advertise your stallion
and get a free bonus!

Derick Giwner

Tim Tetrick guided Huntsville as they tied
a world record for 2-year-old pacers with a
1:49 win at the Red Mile.

Captaintreacherous to 8 wins in 10 starts and
nearly $1 million in earnings. The duo came
back at 3 to dominate the division with over $2
million in earnings and a 16-13-2-0 record.
Huntsville may have a way to go before being
mentioned in conversations with Captaintreacherous, but for Tetrick, he’s on the right
path.
“He’s close,” said Tetrick on how Huntsville compares to Captaintreacherous. “You
can’t knock Captain because he won everything. This horse hasn’t done it yet in his early

For more information or to place an ad, contact Derick Giwner
at dgiwner@drf.com or 212-366-7709.
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Standardbred stakes calendar takes a $3 million hit in 2017
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner
@DRFHarness
There are changes coming to the harness
racing stakes calendar in 2017 and most of
them are far from positive. Quite frankly, if
you own a 3-year-old pacer or trotter, especially a Pennsylvania-bred, you’ll be racing
for substantially less money this year.
United States purses, which remained
relatively flat from 2015 to 2016 at
$423,067,643, should dip by approximately $3
million, primarily due to the elimination of
Super Stakes Saturday, a $2 million stakes
extravaganza held at Pocono Downs last
year. Originally launched as Super Stakes
Sunday at Chester Downs, the rich events
remained there from 2008 to 2012 before
moving to Pocono, which has hosted the
races three times (2013, 2015 & 2016).
Eliminated from the 2017 stakes schedule from the Super Stakes Saturday card
were the Colonial for 3-year-old trotters,
the Battle of the Brandywine for 3-year-old
pacers and the Valley Forge for 3-year-old
pacing fillies. The Colonial and Battle of the
Brandywine each included $800,000 worth
of purses including consolation races while
the Valley Forge offered just under $600,000
for horses.
“We tried it up at Pocono and decided not
to continue it,” said Pennsylvania Harness
Horsemen Association Executive Director
Peter Marinari, who would not comment on
whether the races would ever return to the
Keystone state.
Another cut to the stakes landscape came
in the form of the $561,500 Pennsylvania
Classic for PA-bred sophomore pacing colts

and the $313,800 Miss Pennsylvania for
same aged filly pacers. Both races made
their debuts in 2016 and proved short-lived.
Despite the bad news on the stakes front
in Pennsylvania, Marinari said the health of
the sport in the state remains strong.
“Racing in general continues to prosper,”
said Marinari. “With the creation of the new
Harness Racing Commission, which fully
seeded a few months ago, we continue to
improve and add to the success of Pennsylvania racing.”
Back on the stakes front, the only other
prominent race that seems to have been
discontinued is the $150,000 Elitlopp Playoff
at The Meadowlands. The race for older trotters raced for the first and only time in 2016.
The news isn’t all negative. One race
is seemingly in line for a purse bump.
The Jenna’s Beach Boy, scheduled to be
contested at Hoosier Park on September 23
went for $100,000 in 2016 but is listed as a
$200,000 race this year. The race for 3-yearold colt pacers is part of a strong lineup that
night which also features the best free-forall pacers and trotters in the Hoosier Park
Pacing Derby and Centaur Trot.
The $150,000 (estimated) Jug Preview for
3-year-old colt pacers will return after a
long hiatus from the Scioto Downs stakes
schedule. Unfortunately its return comes at
a price, with the $100,000 Chip Noble Memorial for older trotters getting the ax, but that
still represents a $50,000 net gain on the
purse end. The Jug Preview should fit nicely
on the card with the Jim Ewart Memorial
for older pacers on the second Saturday in
September and give Little Brown Jug hopefuls a nice springboard to the race without
having to leave Ohio.
As we wait for tracks to officially report
their stakes races, the big story remains the
loss of Super Stakes Saturday which likely
would have occurred on August 19. Vernon

Downs smartly moved the Zweig Trot for
3-year-old colts to August 18 to fill one hole,
but the absence of the Battle of the Brandywine and Valley Forge could certain change
the game plan for trainers and owners.
Looking at the colts first, the grueling
nine straight weeks of major stakes still
exists from June 10 with the North America Cup to the August 12 Carl Milstein at
Northfield Park. Typically connections of
top 3-year-olds would skip the Meadowlands
Pace or Adios and aim for the Battle of the
Brandywine. With that race now on the sidelines, will that mean a greater turnout for
the Meadowlands Pace, which has suffered
greatly in numbers in recent years?
After the Milstein, the next non-statebred option for the division is the $500,000
Messenger at Yonkers Raceway, which
is typically (and expected again) to be
contested on the first Saturday in September. After that the class will get a steady diet
of Midwest cuisine with the Little Brown
Jug (Ohio), Tattersalls (Red Mile), Breeders
Crown (Hoosier Park) and Monument Circle
(Hoosier) from September 21 to November 4.
The 3-year-old filly pacers have a bigger
problem. Without the Valley Forge, the only
$100K-plus race on the agenda from August
5 (Shady Daisy, Meadowlands) to September 9 (Simcoe, Mohawk) is the Lady Maud
at Yonkers Raceway on August 26. That
race typically does poorly in attendance but
could see a nice bump this year.
Overall the North American stakes calendar is solid, with major races commencing
at the end of April with the George Morton
Levy series for older pacers at Yonkers and
concluding during the last week of November with the Hap Hansen Progress Pace at
Dover. That’s over seven months of top quality racing. Too bad we are still 14 weeks
away from the first rich event.
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Father Patrick shouldn’t suffer from the third-crop blues
STALLION SPOTLIGHT

By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
The third year for a stallion is often the
most difficult for a breeding farm. In the
first year there is always great optimism,
as broodmare owners want to be part of an
inaugural crop. There is still enthusiasm in a
second year with first-year breeders backing
their claims. However, in the third year there
are many that shy away and look elsewhere,
not wishing to get caught in the proverbial
trap. That is if the first crop disappoints it
means those breeding the third time around
may have yearlings that don’t reach sale
expectations.
Father Patrick is a rarity in that he is not
likely to get the third year blues. The impressive son of Cantab Hall enters his third year
at Diamond Creek Farms in Pennsylvania
with the feeling that he’s already accomplished something, despite the fact that his
first crop won’t sell until this fall.
“I think he’ll have a full book,” said Adam
Bowden, owner at Diamond Creek. “If I had
to describe his first crop in one word it would
be awesome!”
“They are consistent. They are correct.
They are balanced. They are athletic,”
Bowden said, rattling off characteristics that
are likely to make trotting aficionados drool
when they go to the block this fall.
Perhaps more important for those looking
for a Father Patrick in the first year will be
the numbers. With Father Patrick forced into
double duty to comply with the then-Gural
Rule, he was only able to breed about half a
normal book in 2015 in New Jersey. Fewer
than 50 foals resulted from those breedings,
but Bowden appears confident there will be
plenty to choose from in the first crop.
“We bred a lot of mares, Marvin Katz bred
many of his and Brittany Farms bred a lot. I
think you’ll see at least 30 sold,” Bowden said.
Given the depth of those three breeders’
broodmare ranks, and the incredible quality
they have offered over the last few decades,
there’s much to look forward to in the pedigree department.
“We bred most of our good mares with
matching pedigrees,” said Bowden of the
Diamond Creek selection.
For Bowden the love affair with Father
Patrick happened after a near-perfect 2-yearold campaign in 2013 that saw him dominate
an impressive freshman crop with 11 wins in
12 starts.
“I think he was one of the greatest 2-yearold trotters of all time,” said Bowden. “He
had a few missteps at three (most notably an
untimely break at the start of the Hambletonian) but he rebounded and finished out the
year strongly in the Breeders Crown.”
Perhaps helping elevate Father Patrick’s
stature even more after his retirement was

Jimmy Takter trained Father Patrick during his $2.5 million-winning career.
the incredible ascension of Nuncio in the
ranks of European trotting. Father Patrick
routinely got the better of his rival through
the first two years on the racetrack.
Father Patrick handled a full book of mares
in 2016, his first year in Pennsylvania, and is
well on his way to a large book in 2017 again
in the Keystone State.
In addition to being a son of one of the sport’s
elite trotting stallions in Cantab Hall, Father
Patrick has a rich and rather deep maternal
pedigree that appears to have transformed
the breed. It extends back to the brilliant trotting mare Armbro Flight and more recently
in Gala Dream, Father Patrick’s dam.
Gala Dream was the second foal of the
Valley Victory mare Maple Frosting. She a
daughter of Enjoy Lavec, was sandwiched
between two extremely successful sophomore trotters in Sugar Trader (Trade
Balance), with more than $730K in lifetime

Derick Giwner

earnings, and Chocolatier (Credit Winner), a
$1.3 million winner.
Of course Bowden had praise for the physical specimen that Father Patrick was as a
racehorse and has most definitely carried
along to his early foals. It is no guarantee of
success, but certainly a great indicator that
Father Patrick is passing on some of his most
impressive attributes.
Jimmy Takter did a fantastic job conditioning Father Patrick throughout his $2.5
million career and he’s likely to be training
a daughter from the stallion’s first crop. Susy
is a filly out of the remarkable broodmare
Solveig, the dam of $2.7 million winner Shake
It Cerry, as well as her brothers Solvato,
Dontyouforgetit and Uncle Lasse, all stakes
winners as sophomores.
It’s still early, but the stallion foundation
of Father Patrick appears to be on well and
balanced footing.

Marohn deserves the opportunity to drive some stakes horses
AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
@AtTheTrack7
When asked who the best drivers are in
the sport of harness racing, just about every
racing insider or fan rattles off the same
names. We hear John Campbell, Yannick
Gingras, Tim Tetrick, Brian Sears, David
Miller and so forth. In addition to these drivers, all sporting different records on their
resumes, they are also thought of as the best
because they are the drivers everyone sees
when the big money is on the line.
Harness racing is different than other
sports though. In baseball, if you can hit the
ball 450 feet, it’s recognized by most, if not
all, and you are considered a premier player.
In football, if you can throw for 4,500 yards,
run for 1,500 yards or catch 100 passes, again,
people recognize your ability. It doesn’t matter
who owns the team you play for. He signs your
paycheck, but the rest is up to you. In harness
racing, ability not only needs to be recognized,
but drivers need to be given the opportunity
to drive for the best stables in order to really
gain the notoriety they deserve.
When you hear the name Yannick Gingras,
you think of trainers Ron Burke and Jimmy
Takter. Now, that is not to say that Gingras
is considered as good as he is just because he
drives for these two powerhouse stables. In
fact, Gingras amassed nearly the same amount
in earnings for 2016 as he did in 2015, while
Burke and Takter accrued $6.2 Million less in
2016 than 2015. That tells you all you need to
know about Gingras’ ability. Granted, Burke
and Takter (among others) gave Gingras the
opportunities and of course, he made the most
of it. But unlike baseball, where once you step
on a Major League diamond everyone has
the chance to prove themselves, two harness
drivers stepping on the track at the same time
may not have the same opportunities. After
all, one could be driving for the most powerful
stable in the country while the other is driving
for a trainer with three horses.
Enter Jim Marohn Jr. Marohn has been
around much longer than people realize; he
has been driving for 15 years. An owner of
over 3,500 wins, Marohn has hit his best stride
in the last two years, setting new personal
highs in both wins and earnings each of those
two seasons.
Presently, Marohn is fourth in the driver
standings at The Meadowlands, having won
27 races so far this meet. In addition, he is one
of only three drivers in the top 10 with a positive return on investment. In fact, his R.O.I.
is by far, the best of any driver with at least
three wins at 38%. In other words, if you bet
Marohn in all 214 races he has driven in, you
would be showing a profit and a sizable one at
that. Marohn’s win percentage rate is 13%,
which isn’t bad, but it is difficult to be winning

Vicki Wright

Jim Marohn, Jr has been bringing in plenty of longshots lately at The Meadowlands.
at 13% and still show a positive return on
investment, because after all, 87% of the time,
Marohn is not winning the race. This goes to
show that Marohn is still driving many “longshots.” For a comparison, Joe Bongirono wins
at a similar 12% of the time and his return on
investment is -53%. In other words, if you bet
on Bongiorno in every race, you have lost half
your money so far. Yannick Gingras, who has
won at a 22% clip shows a return on investment of -36%. How are these huge differences
possible? When Marohn gets the opportunity
to drive a favorite, he wins more than he loses
(13 for 23) and he also cashes big on horses
that are not given much chance by the bettors.
Case in point, Mister Truth at 98-1, and eight
other double-digit winners on the meet.
Marohn only drives favorites 12% of the
time (25 of his 214 drives). Gingras is driving
favorites 22% of the time (20 of his 90 drives).
Marohn is doing more with less. That has
been his story throughout the season. That’s
not to say Marohn is only driving for small
stables. He has gotten plenty of power with
guys like Rob Harmon, or Daniel Gill in New
York. Marohn has certainly been making the

most of his opportunities the past two seasons,
even though they haven’t necessarily been
as immense as the opportunities other drivers have been given. It’s time for some of the
bigger stables to recognize Marohn’s ability to
get the most out of his horses and give him a
chance to prove that on the biggest stage.
Marohn got his start many years ago working for Bill Popfinger, traveling up and down
the east coast doing quite a bit of work at Rockingham Park and Colonial Downs, even back
then making the most of his opportunities.
He is a four-time driving champion at Tioga
Downs and is now making his mark at both
The Meadowlands and Pocono Downs.
Hopefully with many of the big-name drivers taking time off this winter, Marohn will
be given the opportunity to drive for some of
the bigger stables, inflating his numbers even
more and perhaps opening the eyes of trainers
and owners that can give him the chance to
drive some Grand Circuit horses. My advice
to a trainer out there with stakes-caliber
horses is strike while the iron is hot and give
Marohn the opportunity before somebody else
does. The guy can drive.
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