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The standardbred horse shortage is a reality
By Darin Zoccali
There is little argument that the current
state of the standardbred industry in terms
of breeding is one that warrants deep
concern. The numbers are indisputable. In
2004, over 15,000 foals were born. In 2015,
that number was cut in half.
While a select few states seem to be prospering, Ohio being one of the very few to see
its foal crop ascending with each year, the
overall health of the breeding industry has
reached critical status.
Last year, while working at The Meadowlands, I used the current trends of the
declining foal crops to project outward in an
effort to determine when a horse shortage
crisis would be upon us as an industry.
In 2014, there were 20,136 horses that were
classified as “starters” in a pari-mutuel
race. From that figure, 13,654 of those starters (68%) were ages 2 through 5. They make
up a strong majority of the horses currently
racing. That same group of horses came
from 41,545 foals from 2009 through 2012.
The next four years (2013-2016) will result
in approximately 30,000 foals, a decrease
of 28-percent from the previous four years.
Therefore, in order for the troublesome
projections I worked out to prove accurate,
the first sign would be a sharp decrease in
2-year-olds nominated to stakes races this
year.
Using just the 2-year-old trotting stakes
at The Meadowlands as an early indicator,
it appears we are indeed headed for major
trouble. In 2015 there were 123 fillies nominated to the Jim Doherty Memorial, while
in 2016 that number was 83, a decrease of
33-percent. The Peter Haughton saw 128 colts

and geldings nominated last year and only
86 this year, a decrease again of 33-percent.
It is not a coincidence that these decreases
are strikingly similar to the decreases we
are seeing as a whole in the foal crop over
the past several years.
This is just the tip of the iceberg, unfortunately. The same group of horses that made
up 13,654 starters in 2014, will only equate to
10,500 horses in 2017. By 2018, the number
drops below 10,000 and by 2020, which is only
four years away, the number of starters from
ages 2 through 5 will be just 8,500, a decline
of nearly 40-percent from 2014. In 2017 there
will be a total of 15,800 horses racing and in
2020 that number becomes 13,000.
There is very little that can be done right
now to improve these numbers, as some of
these foal crops that will impact the figures
already exist. While the potential of a casino
at The Meadowlands has positive implications moving forward to the breeding
industry, that cannot be viewed as the one
thing that will help. After all, the foal crops
have been declining each year while slotenhanced purse structures, which include
breeder and owner incentives, have existed.
To be candid, it’s time for racetracks to
circle the wagons. They can longer pretend
to exist in a bubble that is immune from
this problem. For The Downs at Mohegan
Sun Pocono and Harrah’s Philadelphia to
not only start their meets within weeks
of one another, but race simultaneous to
one another over a seven month period, is
completely counter-productive. Factor in
The Meadowlands and Yonkers, and their
simply won’t be enough horses to go around.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Cooperation is needed among East
coast tracks to avoid possible disaster
CONTINUED from page 1

Not only will the number of races decline,
but field size will diminish as well.
If Harrah’s Philadelphia races an average of four days per week, with 13 races per
day, that equates to 416 horses per week to
fill their cards. If Pocono also averages four
days per week with 14 races per day, that
results in 504 horses per week to fill their
programs. Therefore in 2017, of the 15,800
standardbreds racing in the United States,
every week nearly 1,000 of those horses
will be needed by Pocono and Philadelphia
alone. Add in the 250 horses The Meadowlands needs and the 500 horses that Yonkers
needs, and the math simply doesn’t work.
While I am not asking all of the racetracks
to get together and sing “kumbaya,” ignoring the problem will prove to be disastrous
for the industry. I understand that in the
northeast, the majority of standardbred
tracks are funded predominantly by alternative-gaming revenue, with The Meadowlands as the notable exception. But, that
doesn’t mean that the racetracks should
ignore the betting public by allowing their
racing cards to get stripped down by this
imminent horse shortage. It sounds like a
cliché, but these racetracks, most notably
The Meadowlands, Yonkers, Pocono and
Harrah’s Philadelphia, and others as well,

need to sit in a room together, crunch the
numbers and not leave until they come up
with a schedule that maximizes each track’s
ability to fill cards. Sacrifices will need to be
made by every track involved, but with the
alternative being an inability to fill racing
cards, what choice do they have?
A circuit needs to be formed that includes
a rotation amongst the racetracks with the
focus on providing the best betting product,
while maximizing field size for the wagering public. If not, the bettors will respond
simply by keeping their money in their pockets. If you think that doesn’t matter because
handle doesn’t matter to the racetracks
with casino-enhanced purse structures,
then your naivety is only surpassed by your
short-sightedness.
Picture this scenario . . . a state legislator suggests that racing should no longer
receive any revenue from casinos because
of their inability to help themselves or
appear to even care to address problems
that will obviously be detrimental to their
business. The legislator proposes the law
should be changed with that funding being
re-allocated to help the school system, firefighters or police offers, or the state pension
program. It’s already on the verge in Florida. The time to act is right now, before it
is too late.

Is the current Jackpot Hi-5 system
of waiting for a huge carryover before
announcing a must-pay pool the best use
of the wager?
Over the last two years we have seen
fewer than a handful of Jackpot Hi-5
mandatory payouts with pools in the
million-dollar range. While these large
carryovers create buzz, perhaps tracks
would be better served by establishing
a forced payout once per month, or at a
track like the Meadowlands with multiple
Hi-5 wagers, maybe one bet is for the long
haul and the other creates a mandatory
pool each month.
The real question is whether having
one huge pool is better than 10-12 smaller
carryovers. Logically 10-12 opportunities
to promote your product is better than
one, but financially if you get that megapool like Pompano and Mohawk pulled
off last year, that is clearly better. Though
there is also the risk of not getting to a
mandatory day, which is a huge negative.
I believe the optimal solution is to offer
two Jackpot bets on every card. One gets
a mandatory payout on the last racing day
of the month and the other (hopefully)
creates one or two huge pools each year.
Whether the Jackpot bet is a good one is
a question for another day.

-Derick Giwner

Take It Back Terry seeks a Levy grand slam Saturday at Yonkers

Take It Back Terry has won each of his three Levy memorial starts in 2015 and looms as the likely favorite again on Saturday.

By Jay Bergman
Trainer Ron Burke describes Take It Back
Terry as “a poor man’s Foiled Again”. The
7-year-old gelding will be seeking his fourth
straight George Morton Levy leg triumph on
Saturday night at Yonkers.
“He’s just underrated,” said Burke. “As a 2
and 3-year-old he raced in the Stallion series
and each year he’s getting better and better.”
Indeed, Take It Back Terry has been on
his game and especially at Yonkers. Last
year he was most impressive throughout the
Levy series and then just had the misfortune
of drawing outside of eventual race-winner
Domethatagain in the final, settling for a
second-place finish. Needless to say, 2015 was
a fantastic year for the son of Western Terror
as he nearly doubled his career bankroll
while finishing first or second in 21 of his 29
seasonal starts.
“George (driver, Brennan) says this is his
absolute favorite horse to drive,” said Burke.
Brennan gets the call on Saturday from
post three in the first of the four $50,000 divisions. Already a lock to qualify for the final,
Take It Back Terry could encounter some
opposition in the early going with many in
the field vying for either spots in the final or
the consolation.
Santa Fe Beachboy exploded with a 1:50 2/5
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mile capturing a division of the series last
week. The time was the fastest in the series
this season but by no means does that assure
a position in the final. Jason Bartlett again
will guide the 6-year-old for trainer Rich
Banca from post six.
Evenin Of Pleasure got involved in a
chaotic speed duel in last week’s leg but has
two second-place finishes prior to that and
could be just one win away from reaching the
final. He drew post seven with Dan Dube in
the bike.
Burke likes his chances in the very next
race with All Bets Off. The task will not be
easy as the upsetter of Wiggle It Jiggleit in
round three drew post two, outside that rival
in a stacked division.
“I really like the draw. He should be able
to get into the pocket,” said Burke. “Montrell
(Teague, driver of Wiggle It Jiggleit) has to be
aggressive to get the horse into the final and
we’d like to be on his back.”
All Bets Off has a first and a second in the
series to go along with a sixth-place finish.
“He was actually very good in the race he
finished sixth,” said Burke. “He was wide on
the final turn and came home in 27.”
All Bets Off not only must meet last year’s
Horse of the Year but he’ll be up against past
Levy champion P H Supercam (post 4) and
two-leg winner Lucan Hanover (post five). P
H Supercam will need a solid performance if
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he’s going to return to the championship race
in two weeks.
Limelight Beach drew post five for Burke
in the third division, race eight of 12 on the
card. “He’s been a bit of a disappointment,”
said Burke. “I think he was better last week
racing from off the pace.” The 5-year-old with
over $1 million in career earnings has not
been able to carry his speed on the front end
this year and Burke is hopeful he can find a
spot in the consolation.
The same could be said for Foiled Again.
The ageless wonder is taking this week off
and Burke felt it was his best option.
“I can only race two in the final and he
wasn’t going to get in. I think as he gets older
it takes a few more starts to get him where he
needs to be,” said Burke. “We’ll give him the
week off and do some vet work and then race
him in the fifth leg. Hopefully he can qualify
for the consolation.”
The decision to stop with Mission Brief
after an injury and bring her back next year
was not a difficult one for Burke, yet at the
same time a disappointment.
“She’s my all time favorite. With some
of the others I might take a chance, but not
with her,” said Burke of the decision to give
Mission Brief as much time as necessary to
heal from a leg injury.
First post for Yonkers Saturday program is
slated at 7:10 p.m.
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Post one at Woodbine can be dreadful for handicappers
By Garnet Barnsdale
If you are looking for a potential lucrative
betting angle as the WEG horses switch from
Woodbine to Mohawk, think one – as in post
position one.
I’m not saying you should be betting horses
leaving from the innermost post at Mohawk,
rather, look for horses who last raced starting from the rail at Woodbine and threw
in a clunker but had good form leading up
to that start. Flying in the face of conventional harness racing statistics, the “rail”
was a horrendously bad starting spot at the
recently concluded Woodbine winter meet.
Since early January, in 540 races contested at
Woodbine, only 33 winners (6.1%) left the gate
from the inner-most post. It was even worse
for trotters as only 4.8% (8 of 164) of starters
won from the rail.
Understanding that an inside starting slot is
known to be a typical advantage in just about
any harness race, what gives at Woodbine?
“You’d think that the shortest way around
the track would be the best but it definitely
isn’t,” said two-time World Driving Champion
Jody Jamieson. “It’s a conundrum really.
From the point where the gate comes off the
turn and straightens up for the stretch, I
think it’s hard for the 1 and 2 to make that left
hand turn and to get going as fast as needed
to follow the gate, let alone leave with it.”

WEG’s Mohawk meet began on Thursday and lasts through November 7.
Driver Anthony MacDonald echoed Jamieson’s remarks. “It’s tough to keep a trotter up
in position from post one,” agreed MacDonald. “Most times if you’re there too early
when the gate comes out of the turn, there is
a point where you are right up on top of it. But
if you’re too far back it takes off and you’re
again out of position. In that regard, it can be
like a half mile track.”
Reinsman Doug McNair noted that track
configuration is a major contributing factor.
“It’s the shape of the track,” said McNair.
“The turns are tight and when the gate lets
you go the other horses are already going
faster than you, so they have a big advantage.

McDermott dreaming big with Hurrikane Ali
By Derick Giwner
When John McDermott says that his
Hurrikane Ali will be one of the best older
pacers in the country, some people will be
shaking their heads. The veteran trainer is
not one of them.
A winner of just three races in 14 career
starts and $93,665 in career earnings
through two years of racing hardly qualifies
as a champion. But to be fair, there have been
flashes of brilliance along the way.
“I’ve never had him 100 percent right,” said
McDermott. “As a 2-year-old he had talent
but had an issue with his right hind. As a
3-year-old he came back really good, but all
of a sudden he was not right.”
Eventually Hurrikane Ali was taken for an
MRI that was diagnosed improperly. It was
thought that the son of Rocknroll Hanover
had a hairline fracture and would need to
miss 30 days. Playing it cautiously, McDermott waited 90 days. From August 4 (when he
finished second at Yonkers) until November
he swam and had stall rest on his regular
schedule. Something still wasn’t right and it
was discovered that the now 4-year-old had a
full P1 fracture.
“Luckily we didn’t push him through it,”
said McDermott, who added that the injury
didn’t damage any soft tissue and his joints
were perfect.
Eight months since Hurrikane Ali’s last
pari-mutuel start and still likely four months
from his next chance at a win, McDermott

remains confident that he has a special horse
under his care.
“He looks tremendous and didn’t lose any
muscle mass. We are just jogging him back
now,” said McDermott, who has the horse
going 1-1/2 mile light workouts.
Hurrikane Ali opened some eyes back in
May of last year when he won his first three
races as a sophomore, including a 1:50 lifetime mark set at the Meadowlands in a leg
of the New Jersey Sire Stakes. He finished
fourth in the final after being used hard in a
1:48 4/5 mile and closed well for sixth in the
rich North America Cup before things began
to go south for the colt.
At one point there was talk of Hurrikane
Ali as one of the better 3-year-old pacers
in the country. He raced against Wiggle It
Jiggleit, Artspeak and Wakizashi Hanover
during the early part of 2015.
“People were picking him ahead of
Artspeak,” said McDermott about Hurrikane
Ali’s stature in the early part of last year. “He
was pacing (1):50 as a green 3-year-old. There
is no reason he can’t come back and pace in
(1):48. He has very few races under his belt
while the others have been tested over and
over. That should only be to his advantage.”
Hurrikane Ali will race in overnights and
maybe an occasional Invitational if it pops
up in 2016. After that the goal will be a more
heavily staked 2017 with a possible appearance in the Levy Memorial series at Yonkers.
It is easy to dream when reality is months
away. Time will tell.

Michael Burns

It’s also easy to get locked in at the start in a
stake race.”
Jamieson added that the one-hole is a much
better starting spot at the Campbellville oval.
“Mohawk has a huge sweeping final turn and
this problem isn’t nearly pronounced there
as Woodbine,” said Jamieson.
As handicappers and bettors, we can apply
this information and watch for horses at
Mohawk that underperformed when starting from the inside post in their most recent
Woodbine starts because the post in itself
seems to be a built-in excuse under current
conditions. Maybe it will help us land a price
or two!
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