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Racing needs to act now or go home
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To separate, disengage or dissociate (something) from something else; that is the definition of decoupling.
Over the past month, decoupling has become
a term that most, if not everyone in the harness
racing industry has entered into their favorite
search engine. The state of Florida and what
Pompano Park is facing has brought the issue
to our doorstep. The threat of racetracks losing
revenue from casino and/or slot machines to
fund operations and purses has become a reality. Unfortunately, the reality of this concept
has not only been a likely scenario, but an
imminent one for some time.
Objectively, the argument for racing, harness
racing in particular, to justifiably lay claim to
their share of casino subsidies has weakened
with each passing year. The subsidies have
swelled purse structures to record levels with
virtually no impact on wagering handle. The
notion that “handle will increase if a racetrack
runs races for more money” has been proven
false. The sport is non-existent in the eyes of
the national media, with the exception of one
race, the Hambletonian, which was one of only
two harness races (Little Brown Jug was the
other) to be televised on a national network in
2015. Lastly, harness racing has fewer owners,
fewer members belonging to its organizations,
like the United States Trotting Association, and
foals are being born at a lesser rate than any of
the previous 20 years. Something doesn’t add
up. Purses are at record levels, yet we don’t
have enough horses or enough owners. It
makes no sense. When business doesn’t make
sense, change is necessary.
While there are many good people and
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important jobs connected to the industry, and
while open space in many states is directly
connected to the harness racing industry, that
argument just doesn’t stack up in states where
teachers, police officers and firefighters are
being laid off, or paid less than they should.
(For full disclosure, I work in racing and my
wife is a teacher, so I see both sides). Billions
of dollars in casino revenue have poured into
the harness racing industry and the sport is no
better off than it was a decade ago. It was only
a matter of time before someone stood up and
declared, “instead of pouring this money into
a stagnant, if not declining business, why can’t
we do something better with it?” It’s hard for
the harness racing industry to repeatedly ask
for this help, when it has not been helping itself.
For 10 years, harness racing has had opportunity upon opportunity to improve itself as
an industry and it hasn’t. Marketing has been
virtually non-existent. A national television
presence has been dismissed as unnecessary.
If the definition of insanity is repeatedly doing
the same thing over and over again while
expecting a different result, what does that
make the harness racing industry over the past
decade?
It has come as no surprise to me that this
reality is now at the doorstep of an industry
that quite frankly is reeling. It has been a
reality that I have feared for some time now.
The most troubling aspect is, once Florida is
successful in decoupling, it will create a precedent. That is all the other states will need to
follow suit. Over the next few years, money
will be siphoned away from the purse accounts
of harness tracks all over the country and put
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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towards issues that will be considered more
important, like education, security, investing
in the state’s future, its own economy, etc.
If the industry does nothing, the future is
inevitable and it is a bleak future at that. The
time has come (if not passed) to try bold and
innovative ideas to try and help the industry
support itself. For starters, I would suggest
reading my first column regarding takeout
rates. From there, money from casino revenue has to be put aside now, for the future, for
marketing, and yes, for future purses. The
cost of what this industry will look like in
five years will be far greater than an Open
Trot racing for $37,000 instead of $40,000 next
week. How it is possible, that from the billions
of dollars that have flowed through harness
racing from casino subsidies, there is not a
nest egg for the years to come, is inexplicable.
It’s a company without a 10-year or even a fiveyear plan, it’s a person without a retirement
plan . . . it’s game over.

At this point you may be saying that hindsight is 20/20. Of course it is, but when racing
began receiving revenue from other forms
of gaming, did they think that was a blank
check for life? Where is the future investment? Harness racing was holding a Powerball ticket. Instead of investing a percentage
of it, guaranteeing interest for the future,
they cashed the ticket and spent the money
like it was burning holes in the pockets of the
industry. If you took a poll of 1,000 people in
the harness racing industry today and asked
them now if they think it would have been a
good idea for every racetrack to put aside five
percent of the casino revenue they received
each year for a rainy day, how many of the
1,000 do you think would say yes? Would it
really have taken that much foresight to implement such a plan? Is this not what every day
Americans do with their own careers, invest
in their future? Where is harness racing’s
401k, Roth-Ira or even its savings account?
They don’t exist. All harness racing has is a
zero-interest checking account.

If harness racing continues with the status
quo, it is nothing short of a white flag of surrender. The potential is still there, because the
most basic of ideas that will be effective have
never been implemented. “This is how we’ve
always done it,” has long been a losing proposition in this industry. It’s time to realize this
and accept it as fact.
The good news is that handle on harness
racing has remained relatively stagnant.
Potential still exists and potential is everything in business. If you coach a little league
baseball team and you have two players who
each run to first base in the same exact time,
but one player has perfect form while the other
has terrible form, which would you pick? The
answer is you pick the player with terrible
form, because the one with perfect form won’t
get any faster, while the other still has potential. Harness racing has had terrible form for
some time, but it’s been getting to first base in
the same amount of time the last 10 years. It is
time to act upon and realize it’s potential. Or,
we can all just go home.

Flawed New York wagering rules strike again
By Derick Giwner
On Monday, February 15 at Yonkers Raceway racing was cancelled after the seventh
race and many bettors were left scratching their heads. All bets were refunded
on the $10,000 guaranteed pick five which
commenced in race seven.
We’ll get into the logic of whether bets should
have been refunded later. The key issue here
is the lack of an explanation or easily accessible rules governing the pick five. I reviewed
the NY Gaming Commission rule book and
had a hard time finding any concrete evidence
as to how a cancellation in the pick five should
be handled. There were clear rules on the
pick four, pick seven, pick eight and pick nine,
but nothing on the pick five.
After reaching out to the Racing Commission, I was told that rule 4122.49 is a coverall:
“In addition to the types of wagers authorized
by this Part, an association or corporation
may, with the prior permission of the commission, offer any type of pari-mutuel wagering
as defined by chapter 9, Pari-Mutuel Wager-

ing, Uniform Rules of Racing, as adopted and
published in December, 1996 by the Association
of Racing Commissioners International…”
The RCI Model rules which govern the
pick 5 in this case state: “The Pick (n) pool
shall be cancelled and all Pick (n) wagers for
the individual performance shall be refunded
if: (a) at least two contests included as part of
a Pick 3 are cancelled or declared “no contest.”
(b) at least three contests included as part
of a Pick 4, Pick 5 or Pick 6 are cancelled or
declared “no contest.” (c) at least four contests
included as part of a Pick 7, Pick 8 or Pick 9 are
cancelled or declared “no contest.” (d) at least
five contests included as part of a Pick 10 are
cancelled or declared “no contest.”
It is nice to find out that everything was
handled in accordance with the rules, but it
would be better if in the future it was made
clear from the get-go without having to investigate.
As far as the logic behind the refund, I’m
baffled. The main issue revolves around
the number of people that just toss out their
tickets after their horse loses the first leg.

Let’s remember that NYS rules do not allow
for a consolation payoff in the pick five,
which means if you don’t select five winners
you lose. So how many poor customers
at the track or simulcast locations do you
think lost the first leg and ripped up their
tickets? It’s not like there was an immediate
announcement after the first leg to hold all
tickets. There was a long gap between the
finish of race seven and the cancellation
announcement. I’d say about 20 minutes
until an official notification and another
15-20 minutes before patrons were notified
of the refund.
It seems to me that the fairest way to handle
any wager which cannot have a consolation
payout and involves multiple legs is to pay
off all people who have the winners of the
contested legs.
Interestingly, if the bet would have been a
pick four, the track would be required to pay
all customers who had the winner of the first
leg per rule 4122.46-g-5.
Don’t you just love inconsistency?

BOLD EAGLE GOES FOR
FRANCE’S TROTTING TRIPLE
CROWN IN THE PRIX DE PARIS
ON SUNDAY.
LISTEN TO THE CALL LIVE ON DRF

Sharp showing by Foiled Again in 1st qualifier
By Derick Giwner
With the calendar nearly reaching March
and stakes races looming in the coming
weeks, multiple millionaires were on display
during qualifying action at the Meadowlands
on Friday morning.
The star attraction was of course Foiled
Again. The gutsy war-horse settled in fourth
in the early going before pulling at the three
quarter pole to mount a late charge into a stiff
stretch headwind. Driver Yannick Gingras
just sat chilly on Harness Racing’s all-time
earnings leader and the 12-year-old finished
well within himself in second, 1-1/4 lengths
behind Somewhere In L A in the 1:54 mile.
Stablemate Bettor’s Edge, himself a winner
of $1,793,315, finished just 1-1/2 lengths
behind Foiled Again.
The Ron Burke-trained Foiled Again has
earned $7,338,988 during his career while
winning 86 races and Gingras was impressed
as usual with his performance.
“He was good. It was his first qualifier and
there was no need to ask him,” said Gingras
of the effort. “He has the same little quirks
but once he gets around the last turn he still
picks it up.”
The most impressive winner on the sixrace morning card was another Burke
trainee Always At My Place. The 5-year-old
pacer moved into his stable last year and put

Derick Giwner

Foiled Again lined up behind the gate.

up some big miles, including a 1:47 2/5 victory
at Pocono Downs.
On Friday morning, Always At My Place
stopped the timer in 1:53, a huge mile considering the strong winds.
“He’s a good horse with a big set of lungs. I
raced him once last year and I don’t think he
was at his best and I still really liked him,”
said Gingras, who chased home the winner
with Request For Parole, a quality mare he
will drive in the upcoming Blue Chip Matchmaker series at Yonkers Raceway. “I was
really happy with her today,” he said.
Other potential 2016 stakes winners
coming out victorious included Luminosity
(1:55 3/5) and Skippin By (1:55).

Free PPs arrive
on DRF.com
Those who enjoy wagering on the
USTA’s Strategic Wagering races are in
for a treat. Starting Wednesday (Feb. 24)
free Harness Eye past performances for
select races were available for download.
The Free PPs page will include most of
the USTA Strategic Wagers and will be
updated daily. The schedule of guaranteed pools offered can be found on the
USTA’s handicapping page.
The DRF Free PPs page also includes a
video element that is currently showing a
selection of “Learn to Wager on Harness
Racing” videos and will be utilized in the
near future for handicapping features on
some of the strategic wagers.

QUESTIONS OR COMMENTS?

Email Editor Derick Giwner
Email DGiwner@drf.com

