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Wiggle It Jiggleit looks to rise in history’s
ranks with Canadian Pacing Derby victory
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Wiggle It Jiggleit is rapidly climbing the
ranks of the richest horses in Standardbred
history. Currently sitting in 16th place sandwiched by immortals Nihilator on the bottom
and Muscle Hill on top, Wiggle It Jiggleit
could climb to 11th with a win in Saturday’s
C$616,000 Canadian Pacing Derby Final at
Mohawk Racetrack.
While there are many still-active horses,
geldings and mares ahead of him on the leaderboard, including Foiled Again, Bee A Magician, Market Share and Anndrovette, none
are picking up the large checks that Wiggle It
Jiggleit is as he leads North America in earnings this year with $1,055,927.
A win on Saturday would raise Wiggle It
Jiggleit’s career earnings to approximately
$3.479 million (depending on the exchange
rate between the U.S. and Canada on Saturday’s purse). With the Breeders Crown, TVG
Final, and many more rich stakes still on the
calendar, it isn’t impossible to think the Indiana bred could reach the top five ($3,823,115
– Bee A Magician) or even top two ($4,260,959
– Gallo Blue Chip) by the end of 2016. Of course
there is Foiled Again, sitting heads and shoulders above the rest with $7,407,758 earned and
counting.
Is it possible that Wiggle It Jiggleit could
reach Foiled Again’s earnings mark?
“I hope he gets to be number one,” said
Montrell Teague, who drives the gelding for
trainer Clyde Francis and his father, owner
George Teague, Jr. “If he stays racing like he
is, I’d rather think it is possible than not. I’m
pretty sure that the Burkes (Ron Burke trains
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Montrell Teague will once again be in the
bike behind Wiggle It Jiggleit.

Foiled Again) weren’t thinking that Foiled
Again would make $7 million when they got
him.”
Wiggle It Jiggleit has a tough road to hoe
before coming within earshot of Foiled
Again, but like his gelded counterpart, he has
certainly earned the respect and admiration
of the harness world.
On Saturday, Teague will start from post
one with the 4-year-old in hopes of making
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3

$100 $100
SIGN-UP BONUS

+ 3% cashback on all harness exotics

OF FREE BETS
LEARN MORE!

© 2016 Daily Racing Form, LLC - 708 3rd Ave, 12th Floor, NY, NY 10017

ONE NIGHT. . .

TWO TRIPLE CROWN RACES
Watch the best 3-year-old trotters and pacers compete
at Yonkers Raceway this Saturday, September 3

$500,000

$500,000

YONKERS TROT

MESSENGER PACE

Marion Marauder
Winner of the 2016 Hambletonian

Racing Hill
Winner of the 2016 Hempt & Adios

FREE AUTO
COMMUTER
TRAVEL MUG
GIVEAWAY
(while supplies last)

‘Wiggle It’ draws post one for Pacing Derby
CONTINUED from page 1

amends for a loss last time out in the $200,000
Prix D’Ete. Over a sloppy track, Wiggle It
Jiggleit appeared a bit more rocky-gaited
than usual in the early stages. Still, Teague
pulled Wiggle It Jiggleit off the cones to
attempt an early brush but quickly decided
against that maneuver.
“I didn’t feel him to be steppy at all,” said
Teague. “Yannick (Gingras) changed my
mind for me about brushing when he went to
the whip. He wasn’t going to let me go.”
Ultimately Teague pulled the pocket in the
second half of the mile but couldn’t overcome
the slow pace set by winner Rockin Ron.
The usual suspects in the older pacing
ranks are in Canada for the co-feature on a
stakes-filled Saturday card. Early Summer
standout Always B Miki will look to right a
two-race losing streak from post eight while
Shamballa, who upset Wiggle It Jiggleit and

Always B Miki in the U.S. Pacing Championship at The Meadowlands in early August,
will seek to double-up with another major
stakes win. The race also features 2016 standout State Treasurer, who has found his stride
of late with consecutive wins in the Preferred
ranks at Mohawk.
For Teague, he feels the outcome will come
down to which horse gets the best trip and he
isn’t as excited to be starting from post one as
some would think.
“I’d definitely rather have the rail than
posts 9 or 10, but that track really doesn’t
favor the rail,” said Teague, who pointed out
the obvious that he would try to have Wiggle
It Jiggleit forwardly placed.
The Canadian Pacing Derby is scheduled
as race 10 on a 13-race card that kicks off at
7:30 p.m. Also featured are the C$661,000
Metro Final for 2-year-old pacers (race 7) and
the C$427,000 Shes A Great Lady for rookie
pacing fillies.

Zeron hopes to continue a career year with ‘Marauder’ in Yonkers Trot
By Jay Bergman
For Scott Zeron, the journey from star driver
in Ontario to a top pilot in the United States
hasn’t been that long. Zeron, after taking
home the top prize in the Hambletonian, has
continued to win the big ones and heading into
Saturday’s $1 million stakes night at Yonkers
Raceway is currently fifth among all drivers
in North American in earnings.
“When I was in Canada it always bothered
me that when horses traveled to the U.S. our
trainers used the U.S. drivers instead of the
Canadians,” Zeron said. “I never understood
why.”
Now that Zeron has been racing against
the American driving colony with regularity, he has become acutely aware of the differences and sees the definite advantage he now
shares with those racing in the States.
“You get to know the other drivers, the
tracks, the speed of the starting gate. It all
helps,” said Zeron, reflecting on a comfort
level that has made him especially effective
on all sized tracks.
Moving up in the rankings of the leading
drivers in North America, Zeron had a level
he expected to be included in.
“If I’m in the top ten I’m happy,” Zeron said.
“The difference this year is that I’m driving
some of the best horses.”
Certainly Marion Marauder, likely to be
a 1-5 favorite in Saturday’s Yonkers Trot at
Yonkers Raceway, has been a major part of
the reason Zeron has scaled above the $5.2
million mark during the first eight months of
the year.
Last week Zeron had hoped for no eliminations to be necessary for the Yonkers Trot
with the belief that an extra week off after
two intense Hambletonian heats would serve
the horse well. Yet following his elimination
victory, Zeron was more than pleased.
“He handled the half-mile track very well,”

Nikki Sherman

Marion Marauder is a win away from
reaching $1,000,000 in earnings for 2016.

said Zeron. “He was actually better than I
thought he would be.”
Marion Marauder faces seven rivals, but
with last week’s elimination victory it’s
likely that many of them will be more than
content to focus on a second or third-place
check otherwise risk none at all.
“I think you get a lot of respect especially
on the half-mile track when you’re driving
a 1-5 shot,” said Zeron. That respect comes
from the other drivers and certainly Zeron’s
exploits just in the last month have helped
him gain added respect.
As for the off-the-pace triumph in the
Hambletonian where Zeron almost appeared
nonchalant in how he drove Marion Marauder,
the driver had a sound explanation.
“Paula (trainer Wellwood) told me before
the race that it’s a long year and we want to
race him through the Breeders Crown,” said
Zeron. That confidence and support went a
long way towards Marion Marauder racing
his race and performing his best in the
Hambletonian. Another victory on Saturday
night will propel him into the Triple Crown

conversation, although he is not eligible for
the Kentucky Futurity at Red Mile and would
need to be supplemented.
Zeron could vault into fourth-place in the
North American driver’s standings earnings department should he be able to pull off
a double with Dr J Hanover in the $500,000
Messenger Stakes. The odds in that race are
a big more challenging with the pacing colt
relegated to post seven outside the likely
heavy favorite Racing Hill.
“Tony’s done a great job with the horse,”
said Zeron of trainer Tony Alagna. “He was
a disappointment at two and I think it was
mostly a mental thing. Tony kept him out of
the stakes races and let him gain confidence.”
Indeed, Dr J Hanover should feel right
at home at least with the racing surface
on Saturday night. He’s riding a five-race
winning streak with four of those coming at
the Westchester County half-mile oval.
Though Zeron wasn’t that happy with the
post draw, he did have some positive words for
Dr J Hanover. “He can leave with the starting
gate,” Zeron said in regard to the explosive
early foot possessed by Dr J Hanover. That
should serve his chances well at least early,
though the driver did concede, “It’s going to
be tough with Racing Hill inside.”
There have been some highs and lows to
Zeron’s season and he’s kept his ship righted
throughout. American Passport, a promising 3-year-old heading into 2016 looked to
be moving in the right direction. Zeron had
been hired and fired and rehired by the
connections of the New York bred and he had
high hopes for last Sunday’s Empire Breeders Classic at Tioga Downs.
Sent off as the heavy favorite, American
Passport couldn’t last while on the lead,
giving way late. “He scoped after the race
and they said he was a four on a scale of oneto-ten,” said Zeron. “Somehow things seem
to happen to this colt in the big money races.
He’ll bounce back.”

Ideal Wheel looks to roll for Coleman in Saturday’s Metro Final
By Jay Bergman
Saturday’s C$661,000 Metro Pace at
Mohawk brings together some of the elite
2-year-old pacers in North America. Trainer
Casie Coleman has had a fair share of those
along the way and her entrant in the Metro,
Ideal Wheel, appears to be the perfect blend
of pedigree and talent. A son of the Coleman-trained American Ideal, Ideal Wheel
is out of a Bettor’s Delight-sired mare and
the conditioner is no stranger to offspring of
Bettor’s Delight, with her most recent sensation Betting Line, a 2016 Horse of the Year
contender.
On paper Ideal Wheel looks extremely
impressive, but Coleman’s first encounter
with the colt is perhaps even more telling.
“We went to look at a few horses at the
farm,” said Coleman. “This one colt got loose
and we were chasing him for over a half an
hour before we could catch him. The amazing
thing was that we were huffing and puffing
and he wasn’t even blowing.”
The colt turned out to be Ideal Wheel and
originally Coleman and other partners
were interested in acquiring him, but when
the bidding escalated above $100,000, Coleman and company stepped aside and let Mac
Nichol make the final $150,000 bid to bring
the colt home.
“He’s been good from the beginning,” said
Coleman, who had to do some work with

Mohawk Weekend Stakes
FRI Race 2 $109,852 Simcoe 3yo filly trot
fRI race 5 $106,974 champlain 2yo open trot
fri race 8 $111,352 simcoe 3yo filly trot
fri race 9 $105,473 champlain 2yo open trot
sat race 2 $105,000 OSS gold 3yo colt pace
sat race 3 $105,000 oss gold 3yo colt pace
sat race 4 $427,000 Shes a great lady 2yo filly pace
sat race 6 $215,704 simcoe 3yo filly pace
sat race 7 $661,000 metro 2yo open pace
sat race 8 $104,020 simcoe 3yo open trot
sat race 10 $616,000 Canadnian Pacing Derby-older
sat race 11 $104,020 simcoe 3yo open trot
(All Purses in canadian dollars)

the colt’s bit to get him more comfortable.
The changes appear to have worked as Ideal
Wheel set hot fractions last week and was
only beaten a head in a 1:50 1/5 mile, the fastest of the three eliminations for the Metro.
“He trained great this morning and all
systems are go,” Coleman said Wednesday of
Ideal Wheel. The colt starts from post eight
in the field of 10 with Dave Miller scheduled
to drive once again.
“He went a big trip and was only narrowly
beaten by a horse with a perfect trip,” said
Coleman.

The Metro is generally a wide open affair
as lightly raced 2-year-olds feel each other
out. Ocean Colony drew inside Ideal Wheel a
week ago and earned the victory for trainer
Jimmy Takter and driver Yannick Gingras.
The Somebeachsomewhere colt once again
has a post advantage in Saturday’s seventh
race from slot number four.
Coleman’s Candlelight Dinner drew much
better for the C$427,000 Shes A Great Lady
final, landing the pole position. The trainer
was looking for answers after the American
Ideal-sired filly gave way badly in the stretch
and lost for the first time in her elimination
heat.
“She was a little flat training last week,”
said Coleman, “but I didn’t expect her to race
like that. We’ve made a few changes and she
trained back like a bearcat.”
Coleman said that Betting Line, who will
be the prohibitive favorite in the C$105,000
Ontario Gold for sophomore pacers, is doing
quite well after his world record performance in the Battle of the Brandywine at The
Downs at Pocono. The trainer suggested that
she has gotten the Blue Chip Farms-sired
colt off a line, something that caused him to
make a break in the Milstein at Northfield
and hampered him some in the Battle of the
Brandywine blowout mile.
Coleman’s Saturday night trio will head to
the gate in races three, four and seven on the
track’s 13-race card. Post time is 7:30 p.m.

Champions to be crowned in Ohio Sire Stakes at Northfield
Mr Wiggle Pants
tries to make his
mark in O.S.S. Final

Type A Grey is perfect in five career starts for trainer Brian Brown.

By Derick Giwner
It is once again in vogue and certainly
profitable to own an Ohio bred standardbred.
That is clearly evident by the $2 million in
purses up for grabs in eight Ohio Sire Stakes
finals on Saturday night at Northfield Park.
For the third consecutive year, the O.S.S.
Championships have received a purse bump,
rising from $200,000 in 2014 to the current
$250,000 level for each division for 2- and
3-year-olds of both gaits and sexes. While
horsemen may like to see the arrow continue
to rise, Ohio Horsemen’s Association Executive Director Renée Mancino expected more
of a status quo for 2017.
“One growing pain in Ohio is balancing
increases on the Finals purses with the rapid
growth Ohio has seen in the number of Ohio
Sired horses racing in the popular Series
throughout the year,” said Mancino. “Last
year Ohio added a $25,000 increase per division on the Finals and added $50,000 Consolation Finals for the first time.
“There is no doubt someone will propose
another increase to the Standardbred Development Committee at their meeting at the
end of this year. However, right now I am
sitting at 3-1 that they remain the same.
Instead of an increase on the Finals, I put a
Second Tier Stakes Series to complement the
existing Ohio Fair Stakes Circuit (65 Fairs)
and pari-mutuel Ohio Sires Stakes program
at 2-1.”
Two trainers certainly enjoying the spoils
of the casino-enriched Sire Stakes program
are Brian Brown and Christopher Beaver.
Both veteran conditioners have eight horses
entered in various divisions, but amazingly
they don’t have a single horse racing against
one another. Brown has only pacers in the
finals, starting in races 5, 7, 9 and 11. Meanwhile Beaver sends out his octet, all trotters,
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in races 4, 6, 8 and 10.
Sporting the most impressive résumé for
Brown is Type A Grey. The 2-year-old Art
Official-sired pacing filly has yet to taste
defeat in five career starts and was installed
as the 2-1 morning line choice in race five
from post two with Chris Page listed to drive.
Brown also has the program favorite in the
2- and 3-year-old colt championships. In the
seventh race for the rookie pacing colts, he’ll
send out the McArdle-sired Barnabas, one
of three starters for the 52-year-old trainer
in the race. Barnabas, who starts from post
seven with Ronnie Wrenn, Jr. in the bike, has
won four of five career starts.
In the sophomore colt split (race 11) Brown
has Whataboy, a son of Big Bad John that has
a strong 13-4-3-3 record in 2016.
Equaling Brown’s trio of pacing favorites is
Beaver with a troika on the trotting side.
Buckeye Boss, one of three for Beaver in
the freshman colt trot, will put his perfect
6-for-6 record on the line in the sixth race.
The Triumphant Caviar-Classical Mary
product has won his six races by a combined
18-1/4 lengths. Aaron Merriman will drive
from post five.
Beaver will send out a pair in the eighth
race 3-year-old filly trot led by Kestrel, who
will look to avenge a neck loss in her O.S.S.
final last September. Merriman again has the
driving assignment from post three.
Kanthaka failed as the 1-2 favorite in last
year’s $225,000 O.S.S. final for freshman trotting colts and gets a chance to make amends
as a 3-year-old on Saturday night. The Beaver
trainee looks for his third consecutive win in
the tenth race from post four with, as usual,
Merriman in the sulky.
The Ohio Championship card gets underway at 6:00 p.m. and features two guaranteed
pool opportunities for bettors in races three
(Pick Five) and eight (Pick Four).

When people think of the sire Mr
Wiggles nowadays, only one horse comes
to mind, 2015 Horse of the Year Wiggle It
Jiggleit. While Wiggle It Jiggleit battles
the best older pacers in the sport at
Mohawk in Canada, another son of the
Sugar Valley Farm sire, Mr Wiggle
Pants, will be facing the best 3-year-old
pacers Ohio has to offer in a $250,000 Sire
Stakes final on Saturday night at Northfield Park.
Mr Wiggle Pants is a familiar name to
those racing in Ohio. He never missed
the board in 10 starts as a rookie while
winning three times and has amassed
an impressed seven wins in nine starts
during his current campaign. The colt
even tested the waters versus Grand
Circuit foes in the $300,000 Milstein
Memorial at Northfield Park, finishing
fourth behind divisional leader Betting
Line after setting strong fractions on the
engine.
“We had nothing to lose by taking a
shot, but he’s never been those kind of
fractions,” said trainer Jim Mulinix
about the 25 4/5, 54 4/5 and 1:22 3/5 times
set by Mr Wiggle Pants. “I think with
more experience he could have been at
least second.”
Since the Milstein three weeks ago,
Mr Wiggle Pants has remained on the
sidelines. The semi-retired 64-year-old
Mulinix didn’t see any reason to ship
the 3-1/2 hours to Scioto Downs when his
colt had already qualified for the final.
“He’s not a great shipper. It’s been so
hot out lately and he really enjoys the
cooler weather,” explained Mulinix, who
said he “tightened up” Mr Wiggle Pants
with some training miles. “I trained him
a bit today (Wednesday) and he seemed
to be pretty decent. There is a fine line
between overdoing it and keeping him
happy and sound.”
While Mulinix is expecting a good
effort on Saturday, he is realistic as well.
“I think five or six horses can win that
race and it seems that all of the tougher
horses drew inside,” said Mulinix. “My
horse is quick enough to jump off the
gate and get a breather in the second
quarter. He’s been kind of stealing these
races (preliminary Sire Stakes legs). I
don’t think they’ll let him get away easy
this week.”
Mr Wiggle Pants will start from post
five in the 11th race with regular driver
Kayne Kauffman in the bike.

- Derick Giwner

