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NORTH AMERICA CUP

Coleman placing her bets on Betting Line
in 33rd edition of the North America Cup
By Jay Bergman
Great trainers know winning classic races
doesn’t come by accident. A tremendous
amount of care has to be taken with every
detail to prepare a horse to peak at the right
moment. That’s why it came as no surprise
that trainer Casie Coleman returned Betting
Line to steel shoes prior to last Saturday’s
North America Cup eliminations.
Though the son of Bettor’s Delight did in
fact win his prep, a division of the Somebeachsomewhere, Coleman knew instantly that
there was a much better version of the colt and
the racing world would need to see that one if
there was any hope of reaching and winning a
$1 million contest.
Coleman of course is no stranger to the
North America Cup, having captured the
classic in 2010 with the Artsplace colt Sportswriter. That said, she’s had an affinity for sons
of Bettor’s Delight and in Betting Line may
have finally landed the top prize.
“I love the Bettor’s Delights,” said Coleman.
“With him coming to Ontario they became a
little pricy. I was only able to purchase one in
my range last fall.”
But the one she purchased in 2014 with an
outstanding pedigree is the one people will be
talking about and likely wagering on Saturday
at Mohawk.
Coleman had driver Jonathan Drury qualify Betting Line and drive him in his first
few starts, but handed the lines over to David
Miller prior to the North America Cup trials.
“That was the plan all along,” said Coleman
of the shift. “JD did a great job with the horse
getting him to this point and he will drive him
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Betting Line is the 5-2 morning line favorite in Saturday’s N.A. Cup at Mohawk.

again when there are conflicts in the scheduling. But I had David come to train the horse
this winter for me in Florida just so he could
get familiar with him.”
The two meshed perfectly in the North
America Cup elimination heat this past Saturday, with Miller not squeezing too much out of
the colt early to gain position and then patiently
advancing without cover while racing off the
pacesetting Lyons Snyder. Though not a very
big colt, Betting Line is a determined one, and
it was that presence in the stretch that proved
the difference as he paced home strongly in a
career best 1:49 1/5 clocking.
Coleman knew she had a good one last year
and came away from a fourth-place finish in
the Breeders Crown more excited than disappointed.
“That was a brutal trip,” Coleman said,
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Coleman could collect her second Cup win with Betting Line
CONTINUED from page 1

recalling the race where Betting Line got
stung past a 25 3/5 opening quarter and then
never had a breather, setting torrid fractions
of 53 2/5 and 1:22 2/5 while paving the way
for closers Boston Red Rocks and Big Top
Hanover to garner the first two spots.
“I think the most impressive part of that
mile is that he was still digging in down the
stretch and didn’t want a horse to pass him,”
said Coleman.
Betting Line’s sire, Bettor’s Delight,
captured the North America Cup in 2001 but
has not produced a son to capture the contest.
Coleman has sent sons of Bettor’s Delight to
the North America Cup in attempts to honor
the sire, but she came away empty.
In 2011 there was Betterthancheddar, a colt
that lacked any 2-year-old experience but
managed a second-place finish in the Somebeachsomewhere prior to a fifth-place showing in his N.A. Cup elimination heat.
Vegas Vacation went a huge trip in his 2013
North America Cup elimination scoring in
1:49, but he came away an also ran in the final
won by Captaintreacherous.
In Betting Line, Coleman has a serious

chance at a second North America Cup. “I’d
love to win this race,” Coleman said. “It’s my
home town track and it’s the biggest race, and
I own a part of this horse. It would be great.”
Coleman selected post three for Betting
Line at Tuesday’s post position draw and the
colt could get his first opportunity at redemption for last year’s Breeders Crown. Boston
Red Rocks, the Crown champion and also
an elimination winner this past Saturday,
will start next to Betting Line from post four.
While his elimination heat went more than a
full second slower than Betting Line, it’s hard
to dismiss this son of Rocknroll Hanover
considering that driver Tim Tetrick is in
search of his third North America Cup win
in the last four years. He guided the aforementioned Captaintreacherous for trainer
Tony Alagna in 2013 and then returned last
year, surprising eventual Horse of the Year
Wiggle It Jiggleit with Wakizashi Hanover
for trainer Jo Ann Looney-King.
Coleman has great respect for Control The
Moment as well as Lyons Snyder. Control
The Moment followed Betting Line into the
stretch in his elimination but couldn’t stay
with him in the crucial stages, finishing
fourth. He drew post nine, which could force

the hand of driver Randy Waples early.
Lyons Snyder appeared to have the field
as well as Betting Line at his mercy in last
week’s trials after a relatively soft opening
half. The Well Said colt drew post two for
the final and will need to show more staying
power whether he chooses to race from on or
off the pace.
Racing Hill, a colt that challenged Betting
Line most aggressively in last year’s Breeders Crown before tiring, seems to have come
back with similar purpose this year if the
results have yet to develop. The Roll With
Joe-sired colt looked to be ready to take
advantage of his pocket trip coming inside
in mid-stretch, but unfortunately he made
a break in stride likely costing him at least
second if not a close photo with Betting Line.
Racing Hill drew post six for Brett Miller.
Winning a major race is never easy and no
matter what the preparation, a race almost
never goes exactly as planned. In Betting
Line, Coleman has a horse that is as versatile as they come, and one would expect that
driver David Miller gained an awful lot of
confidence in his first effort behind the colt.
Saturday could in fact be a Bettor’s Delight
for those backing Betting Line.

Darlinonthebeach is meant to win $438K Fan Hanover Final
By Derick Giwner
If bloodlines have anything to do with
it, Darlinonthebeach is a shoe-in to win
Saturday’s C$438,000 Fan Hanover Final for
3-year-old fillies at Mohawk.
Overlooking her superstar dad Somebeachsomewhere, Darlinonthebeach is out of
the great Darlin’s Delight, who scored in the
Fan Hanover back in 2006 and followed in the
footsteps of her mom, 1990 winner Town Pro.
The third foal by Darlin’s Delight, it is no
surprise that Darlinonthebeach is the first of
her kin to excel on the stakes circuit as she is
the first filly from a family that has produced
a line of strong filly performers. Darlin’s
Delight is by Bettor’s Delight, who has seen
six of his foals reach the $1,000,000 mark in
career earnings. Darlin’s Delight tops the list
at $2,901,926.
“It’s a filly family,” said Nancy Johansson, who trains Darlinonthebeach for owner
White Birch Farm.
Darlinonthebeach was a good 2-year-old,
winning twice in 10 starts while earning
$215,391, but she has arguably been the best
sophomore pacing filly in the country in 2016.
“She matured a lot from last year,” said
Johansson. “She always wanted things her
own way, but now she is more agreeable.”
The change in attitude has helped Darlinonthebeach win five of six starts this year
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Darlinonthebeach has won five of six
starts in 2016.

including last week’s Fan Hanover elimination in 1:50 2/5. In that start she brushed to
the front and set sizzling fractions of 54 and
1:21 3/5 while fending off her competition
easily enough.
Despite a steady dose of fast miles and
uncovered trips, Darlinonthebeach has
been no worse for the wear. She is sound and
healthy according to Johansson.

“She is just remarkable; there’s a lot of her
mother in her. She was a tough mare,” said
Johansson.
While some horses stay in Canada during
the week between eliminations and finals,
Johansson shipped Darlinonthebeach back
to her home base in New Jersey on Sunday
morning to keep her happy.
“Fillies like to be in their normal environment,” said Johansson, who added that her
prized filly is “very easy on herself”.
Unfortunately for 5-2 morning line favorite Darlinonthebeach, the task in the Fan
Hanover final is far from an easy one. She
will have to battle 2015 U.S. Dan Patch Award
winning filly Pure Country and Canada’s
O’Brien champion L A Delight, along with a
handful of other legitimate fillies with an eye
on the prize.
“I think right now she could very well be
(the best), but there are a lot of good fillies
this year, so things will have to go her way a
bit,” said Johansson.
Starting from post two with regular pilot
David Miller at the controls, Darlinonthebeach, the fastest horse in the field with a 1:49
4/5 career best clocking, will attempt to tap
into her maternal bloodlines on Saturday. If
so, when the dust settles for the ninth race
of 15 on North America Cup night, she’ll be
standing tall in the winner’s circle and join
her mom in the record books.
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Tomorrow’s champions are now stepping on the track
By Derick Giwner
At harness racing tracks across North
America we are just starting to see 2-yearolds emerge. Following months of preparation and learning, it is time for the stars of
tomorrow to announce their arrival.
While there is no telling where the next
Wiggle It Jiggleit or Southwind Frank will
come from, it is safe to say that they have
or will in the future travel around the mile
oval at The Meadowlands. On June 11, the
track hosted a dozen races for rookie pacers
and trotters, with 16 more scheduled for this
Saturday.
Speed isn’t so much the goal in these first
few non-wagering races. It is the learning experience of competing against your
peers and giving each horse a positive mile
that takes precedence. Of course, there are
expectations after months training and some
horses do seem to be at the head of the class.
Trainer Tony Alagna, who sent out a handful of 2-year-olds at The Meadowlands that
day, admitted it is easier to decipher the best
trotters as opposed to pacers.
“By this time of year they kind of separate
themselves,” said Alagna about his young
trotters. “The pacing colts are the hardest to
tell. You really don’t know until they go out
there and are tested in a race, because they
have to go so fast nowadays.”
Alagna has trained top 2-year-olds Captaintreacherous, Artspeak and Caprice Hill to
name a few and sent out some good-looking
youngsters on June 11, including Odds
On Delray, a 1:55 1/5 winner. The $105,000
Lexington yearling purchase by Somebeachsomewhere out of My Little Dragon clocked
the second fastest time of the morning for
2-year-olds, behind only R J P, who crossed
the wire first in 1:54 4/5 one race earlier.
Alagna’s attention was also very focused
prior to the 9:30 a.m. starting time for the
qualifiers. While there were no charted lines,
he looked on as She’s Watching, a half-sister
to Meadowlands Pace winner He’s Watching,
and Tori Hanover, a half-sister to world champion American Jewel, trained in tandem.
“Both are very talented fillies,” said
Alagna.
Purchased as Babershop Hanover for
$200,000 at Harrisburg by Myron Bell for
Brittany Farms and Marvin Katz, the newly
named She’s Watching is by Rocknroll
Hanover out of Baberhood. She will start from
post one in the 13th qualifier on Saturday.
Tori Hanover was acquired the same day
by owner Jeff Snyder for $135,000 (currently
co-owned with Brittany Farms) and found
her way into the care of Alagna. By Somebeachsomewhere, she will look to join American Jewel and Luck Be Withyou as millionaires out of Trim Hanover. Her road begins in
qualifier number 11 from post two.
It is way too early to see if the millions
spent during the fall months on yearlings
was done wisely, but we did get a glimpse of
some expensive horses during the charted
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She’s Watching, a half-sister to world record holder He’s Watching, is set to qualify for
the first time on Saturday at The Meadowlands.
races last Saturday.
The action started, or more appropriately
never begun, with $310,000 Lexington buy
Eddiction. The Cantab Hall trotting filly
by Yankee Blondie broke approaching the
first turn and never had the opportunity to
display any talent she may possess.
Another Nancy Johansson trainee, Ellerie
Hanover, made it past the first turn and trotted her way to a 2:01 1/5 victory. She is also
a filly by Cantab Hall and went for $270,000
at Harrisburg. Racing against her and finishing sixth was the most expensive horse of
2015, Future Secured, a $500,000 Harrisburg
yearling. Although the Staffan Lind trainee
was well-beaten, she did trot her final quarter in 27 3/5 and left the door wide open for
returning her investment.
“They all baby-raced well, even Eddiction,
who made a break,” said Johansson, who
sends the trio above back out this Saturday
at The Meadowlands and had a half-dozen
2-year-olds qualifying on Wednesday morning at The Downs at Mohegan Sun Pocono.
“We decide by what we think will suit each
horse,” said Johansson on where to qualify.
“We usually bring the ones that are New
Jersey sired or horses that are ready earlier
to The Meadowlands. It is much quieter at
Pocono and that track is good for horses that
need an easier beginning.”
While her horses at The Meadowlands were
high-priced purchases, that doesn’t mean
they are the best of the 24 rookies she has
in training. “I have a couple of nice ones at
Pocono today and they could be just as good if
not better than the ones at The Meadowlands.”
For those that equate yearling price to
success on the track, there are plenty of
horses to check out during Breakfast with
the Babies this Saturday at The Meadowlands. Race one features That’s All Moni, a
$230,000 Lexington filly purchase by Cantab
Hall out of Mom’s Millionaire. Signal Hill,
another from the Alagna barn, is a poten-

tially talented $250,000 Lexington-bought
colt by Muscle Hill-Special Appeal. He starts
in race eight. Three pricy trotting colts from
the Lexington Selected Sale go behind the
gate for the first time in race 10, including
Mountain Of Love ($280,000, Alagna), Live
For Greatness ($350,000, Jimmy Takter) and
Brand New Key ($210,000, Jonas Czernyson).
As hundreds of 2-year-olds step onto tracks
across the continent, we are left to wonder
which we will still be mentioning in October during the Breeders Crown. Where will
the champions come from? Did I see any last
Saturday? Those are great questions with no
answers.
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Shake It Cerry
Hannelore Hanover
Rockin With Dewey

Hannelore Hanover
Barn Doll
Rockin With Dewey

Hannelore Hanover
Rockin With Dewey
Shake It Cerry

Hannelore Hanover
Charmed Life
Rules Of The Road

Charmed Life
Hannelore Hanover
Rules Of The Road

Dayson
Dia Monde
Bar Hopping

Bar Hopping
Dayson
Goin To The Limit

Bar Hopping
Dayson
Marion Marauder

Will Take Charge
Dayson
Bar Hopping

Bar Hopping
Dayson
Dia Monde

$438,000
fan hanover

L A Delight
Pure Country
Darlinonthebeach

Darlinonthebeach
Newborn Sassy
Goodwill Hanover

Darlinonthebeach
L A Delight
Pure Country

Darlinonthebeach
Pure Country
Penpal

L A Delight
Pure Country
Darlinonthebeach

$100,000
Gold Cup

Always B Miki
Mcwicked
Shamballa

Always B Miki
Rockin In Heaven
Shamballa

Always B Miki
Rockin In Heaven
Shamballa

Always B Miki
Shamballa
Evenin Of Pleasure

Always B Miki
Shamballa
Mcwicked

$370,000
roses are red

Solar Sister
Katie Said
Sandbetweenurtoes

Devil Child
Sandbetweenurtoes
Lady Shadow

Devil Child
Anndrovette
Sandbetweenurtoes

Sandbetweenurtoes
Anndrovette
Yagonnakissmeornot

Katie Said
Anndrovette
Sandbetweenurtoes

$1,000,000
North America
Cup

Betting Line
Magnum J
Boston Red Rocks

Racing Hill
Betting Line
Big Top Hanover

Boston Red Rocks
Betting Line
Racing Hill

Lyons Snyder
Boston Red Rocks
Betting Line

Racing Hill
Michaels Victory
Boston Red Rocks

St Lads Lotto
ASAP Hanover
Caracci Hanover
Shadow Place
Vegas Rocks

Caracci Hanover
ASAP Hanover
Mckinney
Shadow Place
St Lads Lotto

Caracci Hanover
Vegas Rocks
St Lads Lotto
ASAP Hanover
Cobalt Man

Shadow Place
Caracci Hanover
Mckinney
ASAP Hanover
Cobalt Man

Vegas Rocks
Caracci Hanover
ASAP Hanover
St Lads Lotto
Cobalt Man

$267,000
armbro flight
$268,000
goodtimes

$484,912
Jackpot hi-5
mandatory
payout

Ron Burke is four strong in Sunday’s Roll With Joe at Tioga
By Jay Bergman
Trainer Ron Burke entered four of his aged
pacers in Sunday’s Roll With Joe at Tioga and
even he was surprised how light the entry
box was.
“I don’t know where everyone else went,”
Burke said. “I had two others that I could
have entered.”
With 24 horses nominated to the event and
10 allowed in the final, Burke may have been
pushing it to enter four. But at the same time,
when horses the caliber of Always B Miki, In
The Arsenal, Luck Be Withyou and J K Endofanera don’t show up, it certainly leaves the
door wide open.
The result is that only seven will go this
Sunday at Tioga and Burke is not only holding most of the cards but he has the likely
favorite in All Bets Off. The son of
Bettors Delight was due for some luck
after drawing three straight “8” holes and he
found it in the Roll With Joe, drawing the pole
position for regular pilot Matt Kakaley.
“He’s a very handy horse and can race any
way you want to,” said Burke of All Bets Off.
“He’s probably made the quietest $2 million
of any horse.”
All Bets Off hasn’t reached that plateau as
of yet, but he’s in line to get much closer with
the lion’s share of the $179,000 purse.
The 5-year-old has had to play the bridesmaid role through much of the season, but
that hasn’t hurt his bank account, having
garnered nearly $300K in 2016 in just 11
starts. Considering his bad luck with the
draw, he managed a solid second-place finish
to Wiggle It Jiggleit in the Battle of Lake Erie
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State Treasurer set a track record of 1:47
2/5 in last year’s Roll With Joe at Tioga.

at Northfield on May 21. He followed that up
with a hopeless trip in the Molson. Despite
starting from post eight in the second tier
in this one, he got caught in traffic and was
wiped out of contention on the third turn.
Nevertheless he rallied brilliantly to earn a
fourth-place check.
On Sunday, All Bets Off will have three
entrymates, with Take It Back Terry (post 3),
Limelight Beach (post 5) and Always At My
Place (post 6) supporting the betting entry.
Of the three non-Burke horses in the Roll
With Joe, trainer Steve Elliott is responsible

for two. Rockeyed Optimist prepped for the
event by capturing an Open pace last Sunday
at Tioga. The son of Rocknroll Hanover has
captured eight of 13 starts this season. Brett
Miller has the driving assignment from post
two.
Elliott scratched McWicked from Saturday’s Mohawk Gold Cup to enter the Roll
With Joe, but was unable to improve on the
luck of the draw. McWicked landed post
seven making his fourth start of the year.
The 5-year-old son of McArdle has not won
a race since his 3-year-old campaign in 2014,
but he finished a solid third behind Mel Mara
and Always B Miki in his most recent outing,
the 1:47 mile at The Meadowlands.
Rounding out the group is State Treasurer. This brilliant son of Real Desire has
also managed to go winless this year after
a vintage campaign in 2015. Trainer Dr. Ian
Moore has sent the 7-year-old to post on six
occasions this year and has earned just
$16,395, a far cry from the more than $865,000
he earned last year. David Miller is listed to
reunite with State Treasurer from post four.
Last year State Treasurer captured the
Roll With Joe for Miller in 1:47 2/5 in a field
of but six horses. State Treasurer is the lone
returnee from the field with third-place
finisher Foiled Again not entering.
“He’s going to race at Scioto against lesser
company,” said Burke of Foiled Again, who
he believes just needs a bit more time to
regain his winning form.
Burke’s Sweet Lou captured the Roll With
Joe in 2014.
Tioga Downs offers 11 races on Sunday
afternoon with a first post scheduled at 1:30
p.m.

Bar Hopping, Dayson headline Goodtimes Final at Mohawk
By Ken Weingartner
The road to August’s $1 million Hambletonian goes through Ontario on Saturday
when ten 3-year-old male trotters meet in
the C$268,000 Goodtimes Stakes at Mohawk
Racetrack. Jimmy Takter, who has trained
the last two Hambletonian winners, believes
he’s got another contender in Goodtimes
finalist Bar Hopping.
Bar Hopping finished second to Dayson in
his Goodtimes elimination last Friday, losing
by 1-3/4 lengths in a 1:53 2/5 mile. Dayson,
who is not eligible to the Hambletonian, is
the 2-1 morning line favorite in the final; Bar
Hopping is the 7-2 second choice.
“I like the horse a lot,” Takter said. “He’s
got the right gear. He just has to know that
he’s a good horse.”
A son of Muscle Hill out of the stakeswinning mare Cocktail Hour, the colt sold for
$190,000 under the name Revenger at the 2014
Standardbred Horse Sale. Bar Hopping’s full
brother Martiniwithmuscle finished second
to Trixton, Takter’s 2014 Hambletonian
champion, in the 2014 New Jersey Sire Stakes
championship and his family also includes
Dan Patch Award-winner Jef’s Spice.
Last year, Bar Hopping won a division
of the New Jersey Sire Stakes and finished

second to early-season Hambletonian favorite Southwind Frank in the final. He finished
second in divisions of the International Stallion and Bluegrass stakes and was fourth in
the Peter Haughton Memorial.
Bar Hopping debuted this season with a
third-place finish in the first round of the
New Jersey Sire Stakes, racing on the outside
for most of the mile and closing with a 26 3/5
last quarter-mile. He was fourth in the sire
stakes final in his start prior to the Goodtimes eliminations.
“He was definitely not as good the last two
starts as he was the first start, but something has been going on with him and hopefully we can get him cleared up now,” Takter
said, adding the colt had scoped with mucous
following last week’s race. “He was exceptional through the elimination for the sire
stakes when he was third after (Southwind)
Frank, but he charged like a great horse.”
Bar Hopping, who has won one of 12 career
races and earned $118,163 for owners Christina Takter, Hatfield Stables, Marvin Katz,
and Al Libfeld, will start the Goodtimes from
post No. 6 with driver Tim Tetrick.
Dayson, a son of Conway Hall-Nervey’s
Taurus who will start the Goodtimes from
post No. 5 with Yannick Gingras driving for
trainer Ron Burke, won seven of eight races

last year on the New York Sire Stakes circuit.
He became a member of the Burke Brigade in
January and has won three of four starts this
season.
“I think he fits well with that (Goodtimes)
group,” Burke said about Dayson, who has
earned $234,412 in his career. “It’s not the
best colts out there, but it’s an even bunch.
He’s nice. He’s a very good horse. I don’t think
he’s quite as good as (Southwind) Frank, but
he’s right there behind him. He’ll do well in
the spots we put him in.”
Dayson is owned by Burke Racing, Our
Horse Cents Stables, J&T Silva Stables, and
Rossie Smith.
Other Hambletonian eligible horses in the
Goodtimes are Blenheim, Goin To The Limit,
Honor Above All, Marion Marauder, and
Tony Soprano.
Dia Monde, who won the second of the
two Goodtimes eliminations, is the 4-1 third
choice in the final. The son of Deweycheatumnhowe-Lady Bar will start from post
four with Randy Waples driving for trainer
Thomas Durand. Dia Monde, who has won
two of six lifetime starts, is owned by Durand,
June Durand, and Allan Smith.

-Courtesy of Harness Racing Communications, a
division of the U.S. Trotting Association. For more
information, please visit www.ustrotting.com

