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Bee A Magician’s road begins with Elitlopp
Playoff; eyes YR International, Maple Leaf
By Jay Bergman
There’s a race coming up on Mothers’ Day
at The Meadowlands that will bring together
the best trotters in training, with the victor to
receive an invitation to the prestigious Elitlopp. Trainer Richard “Nifty” Norman has the
logical favorite for that race in the 2013 Horse
of the Year Bee A Magician. The 6-year-old
mare makes her second start of this campaign
on Sunday but her trainer didn’t think she’d
be traveling very far afterwards.
“I think when it comes to her I want to do
everything I can to keep her fresh,” said
Norman. “A lot of shipping tends to take something out of her so I want to try to manage her
the right way.”
For Norman, his relationship with the
daughter of Kadabra has been an extra special
one and anytime you are entrusted with the
care of a horse of this caliber you want to do
the right thing.
“I think we’ve found out that she responds
better with less training. I think she’s best
when she can have a little extra weight on
her,” said Norman. The key being to keep the
mare as content as possible and that her attitude and competitiveness will do the rest once
on the racetrack.
Bee A Magician has indeed done that for
her owners Mel Hartman, Herb Liverman and
David McDuffee during a career that has seen
her win 42 of 66 starts with earnings likely to
eclipse $4 million in the not too distant future.
“We’d like to win the big ones,” said Norman.
“The International is worth $1 million and
The Maple Leaf Trot is on our radar.”
The trainer would like to see Bee A Magi-
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Bee A Magician and trainer Richard
“Nifty” Norman.

cian race with the girls primarily but won’t be
dodging the males in key races throughout the
season.
After going undefeated during her 3-yearold season, Bee A Magician had a bit of a
4-year-old slump. She rebounded in a major
way last year, capturing the Maple Leaf Trot
and finishing first or second in 15 of her 18
starts. Norman recognized she wasn’t herself
towards the end of the year but didn’t believe
the number of starts was as big an issue as
some other minor issues that kept the powerful mare from being at her best.
“I think we’re looking for the same number
of starts this year,” said Norman looking
ahead. “I would like to limit the amount she
travels.”
For some horses long ships can be just as
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Win or lose, a trip to the Elitlopp is unlikely for ‘Queen Bee’
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grueling as a difficult race and Norman has
seen the difference first hand. What he’s also
had the rare good fortune to witness is just
how much different Bee A Magician is from
the moment he broke her to harness as a
yearling until today.
“It’s really amazing how different she is
today. It’s like night and day. She was big
from the start but she’s really grown and
filled out,” said Norman. “I don’t think she’s
ever been better than she is right now.”
While it’s hard to believe a horse could be
better than Bee A Magician has been in the
past, it’s still within reason to accept that
maturity can improve a horse. Unfortunately
the demands of racing in these times often
finds our horses losing steam over time as
opposed to the opposite.
Bee A Magician’s competition in 2016 lost
some of its power with Breeders Crown
winner Creatine’s recent retirement, but
Norman is not taking anything for granted
no matter how good he thinks his mare will
be.
“There are some very good horses out

there. JL Cruze and Shake It Cerry are pretty
solid. I’m not so sure what will happen with
Pinkman. It’s really difficult to race a 4-yearold against older company,” Norman said.
Now a 5-year-old, JL Cruze has come back
extremely well for trainer Eric Ell and will
have the post position advantage in Sunday’s
$150,000 Mack Lobell Elitlopp Playoff on the
special matinee program at The Meadowlands. The gelding landed the rail position
with Bee A Magician starting from post
seven. Also in the field is last year’s TVG
champ Resolve (post 4) and TVG Mare champion Shake It Cerry (post 9).
Looking down the road just a bit, Norman
will not shy away from competition or the
half-mile track.
“She’s very good on the half,” said Norman.
“We’ll probably go to Northfield for the Cleveland Trotting Classic (July 2).”
While some harness fans would love to see
Bee A Magician race in Sweden at the end of
this month, her trainer was more wary of the
pitfalls of past horses that have shipped overseas for the Elitlopp and have lost time and
sharpness upon returning.
“It’s a tough race with two heats. They

want you to use an American driver and it’s
pretty tough getting acclimated to their style
of racing,” said Norman, clearly cognizant of
the different racing styles and how difficult
it can be for a North American-based driver
to deal with the kind of obstacles that can be
thrown at you when racing on foreign soil.
As for the rest of Norman’s stable, the
trainer who essentially low-keys almost all of
his untested horses gave a surprising shout
out to a 2-year-old trotting filly he has in
training.
“I have a Muscle Hill sister to Bee A Magician that I like,” said Norman. “It’s hard to
believe that two horses could be so identical,
but they are. The Muscle Hill filly is big like
her sister and has the same mannerisms.”
Please Beehave is the name of the White
Birch Farms homebred that Norman called
“a bitch just like her sister” with a good deal
of admiration.
Please Beehave has trained down to 2:20
with Norman and company keeping a watchful eye on her to stay on course. The good
news is that they have plenty of Bee A Magician’s data to work with while hopefully
cultivating a new young star for the sport.

Pure Country ready to rebound in Miss Pennsylvania Final
By Derick Giwner
Just one race into her 2016 campaign the
word “unbeaten” has disappeared from
every sentence that mentions Pure Country.
While the Jimmy Takter trainee has a small
blemish on her otherwise perfect record, it
would be unwise to count her out of Saturday’s $313,800 Miss Pennsylvania Final for
3-year-old fillies at the Downs at Mohegan
Sun Pocono.
Pure Country was a “perfect 10” in her
2-year-old season, ending her championship
year with a Breeders Crown win at Woodbine last October. Unfortunately for owner
Diamond Creek Racing, the filly immediately
tasted defeat to begin her sophomore year,
finishing third behind Darlinonthebeach
and Newborn Sassy in last week’s eliminations for the Miss Pennsylvania.
“It is so tight in this group. I know my
daughter Nancy’s (Johansson, trainer)
horse, Darlinonthebeach, is really good,”
said Takter on the defeat. “[Pure Country]
got hurt in the paddock and I lost two weeks
training on her, and those were two weeks I
needed. She actually got a pretty bad cut.”
While she had two qualifiers as a foundation for her elimination, Pure Country may
not have been ready for the grueling mile she
faced in her elimination. She was used hard
to the front in 26 3/5 and after a rating a 56 1/5
half, wound up going another fast 27 1/5 third
quarter before finishing the mile in 1:51.
“Brett (Miller, driver) said that he tried to
slow it (the fractions) down a bit on the back
side, but then she banged a (wheel) disc with
her right foot and took off with a 27 1/5 third

quarter; she got a little fired up,” said Takter.
“Brett wanted to back it up a little bit. He
knows going into the race she could be a little
short with only a (1):53 mile under her belt at
The Meadowlands. You have to be ready to go
a (1):50 mile right off the get-go in this class.”
One would expect with the race in hand
Pure Country will be ready for a big mile,
but each of her competitors are likely to
come back just as strong as or stronger than
in the previous week. The aforementioned
Darlinonthebeach chased Pure Country
from the pocket to win her elimination and
was installed as the 5-2 morning line favorite from post four, two slots inside of her
formerly unbeaten rival.
Fellow elimination winners Call Me Queen
Be (post five) and I Said Diamonds (post nine)
also look formidable in a field that is stacked
from top to bottom with talent.
“There are a lot of good pacing fillies this
year,” said Takter. “I personally think some
of those fillies are as good as or better than
the colts.”
The inaugural Miss Pennsylvania Final
goes as race 11 on a 14-race Pocono program
which also features the $561,500 Pennsylvania Class Final for 3-year-old colt and gelding
pacers. Check Six, one of four Ron Burketrained starters, is the 5-2 morning line
choice.
Pocono is hosting two programs on Satur-
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Trainer Jimmy Takter cuddles up with
filly Pure Country.

day, one starting at 11:00 a.m. and the second
featuring the above stakes commencing at
6:30 p.m.
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New IHHA President Engel hopeful for strong Hawthorne meet
By Neil Milbert
Although the new president of the Illinois
Harness Horsemen’s Association has reason
to be encouraged going into Friday night’s
start of Hawthorne Race Course’s five-month
summer meeting, he is uneasy about what
the future may hold in store.
“The biggest thing with Balmoral and
Maywood being closed—and it looks like out
of the picture forever—is where we’re going
to be racing,” Marty Engel said. “Are we
going to continue at Hawthorne?
“Right now we have a great relationship with the Carey family (that owns the
track), particularly with (track president)
Tim Carey. But we need to have a strong
meet for Hawthorne to apply for dates next
year. If it’s not a successful meet—if we can’t
provide enough horses and they can’t generate enough money—the outlook is very scary
for next year.”
When the Illinois Racing Board decided
not to award 2016 dates to the bankrupt sister
harness tracks, Balmoral Park in Chicago’s
far south suburbs and Maywood Park in the
near west suburbs, it had the ultimate effect
of putting them out of business.
Thus, the Chicago sulky circuit—which
had six tracks in the early 1970s and offered
from 11 to 12 months of racing through 2015—
has shriveled to a single track and a sixmonth schedule consisting of Hawthorne’s
Jan. 8-Feb. 6 winter meeting and its summer
meeting that will continue through Sept. 25.
The fact that the track in the near southwest suburbs conducts spring and fall thoroughbred meetings would seem to mean
that there’s no room on the calendar for
expansion. The spring meeting didn’t end
until April 30 and the track crew had to do
an ultra-fast surface conversion in order for
standardbred qualifiers to begin on Wednesday.
“Our winter meet was tremendous,” said
Engel, a harness owner for about 25 years and
long-time IHHA board member who became
the president early this year when his predecessor, trainer Dave McCaffrey, left the sport
to become executive director of the Illinois

Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association.
“It was gratifying to see the support we
had, not only from local horsemen but from
those who came in from out of state. And now
we’re very pleased with what we’re seeing for
the Friday and Saturday night programs.”
There are 115 entries and three also-eligibles on Friday’s 12-race card. Purses total
$56,500.
According to Director of Harness Racing
Operations Tom Kelley, more than 550 horses
are stabled at the track and “several hundred
more” are based at farms in the outlying area.
“George Reider, who is one of the country’s
top trainers in starts and a money earnings
leader in California, is coming from Cal Expo
to Chicago for the first time and will have 25
stalls,” continued Kelley. “We have other new
stables and we’re expecting a pretty decent
turnout from Indiana and Ohio shipping in
for races.”
The winter meeting titlists, trainer Terry
Leonard and his driver son Casey Leonard,
head the list of incumbents.
Hawthorne’s contract with the IHHA calls
for 45 races weekly—11 on Thursday, 12 on
both Friday and Saturday and 10 on Sunday.
This weekend, in observance of Mother’s
Day, Sunday will be a dark day.
Racing Secretary Pete Hanley intends to
make Sunday what Kelley refers to as “our
class night” by carding open and preferred
races.
In contrast to Balmoral, which annually
lured many of North America’s finest pacers
and trotters for its 10 lucrative AmericanNationals, Hawthorne will confine its stakes
to competition for Illinois-breds.
The main event of the meeting will be
the Night of Champions on Sept. 10. It is
Hawthorne’s version of the Illinois-bred
extravaganza Super Night that was inaugurated at Sportsman’s Park and was transplanted to Balmoral after that now-defunct
track terminated harness racing in October,
1997.
There will be 11 championship races for
pacers and trotters. Purses will range from
$50,000-$100,000.
“The stakes program has a point system,”

Kelley said. “There will be four legs before
the Night of Champions finals. Horses will
earn points in each of the races and the top 10
point-getters will go to the finals.”
As a fan, Engel laments the loss of the
American-Nationals but as IHHA president
he lauds Hanley’s decision to make all of the
stakes for Illinois-breds.
“They were exciting races and you’d see
superstars from the East Coast,” he said.
“The problem was that people would come in
and take the money out of the state. The other
disappointing thing was that in recent years
very few of the Illinois-breds who competed
in these races were successful. We can’t
afford to have races like that; we’re better off
keeping the money in state.”
The winter meeting was the first harness
venture since 2008 at Hawthorne, which
came into the standardbred world in 1970 but
has a thoroughbred history dating back to
early in the 20th century. The track is located
only one block south of what once was the site
of Sportsman’s.
Sportsman’s was one of the country’s most
successful standardbred tracks and in 1980
(when all Illinois wagering was on-track),
Hawthorne became the first Illinois harness
track to handle in excess of $2 million. Thus,
based on the harness history of the two tracks
and the Chicago friendly geography, Engel is
convinced there remains a solid foundation
to build on.
“At Hawthorne you can appeal to many
more people,” he said. “Maywood was great
but a lot of people didn’t like to bet on a halfmile track and a lot of people didn’t want to
drive all the way to Balmoral. Many of those
who went to Sportsman’s in the summer will
start coming back here and Hawthorne is
planning all kinds of entertainment that will
help create new fans.”
Meanwhile, in late April, Balmoral was
sold for $1.8 million to Rick E. Heidner,
who reportedly plans to build a truck stop
containing video gambling terminals on the
property, and in a recent radio interview
Maywood President Duke Johnston said the
latter track will be demolished in the near
future.

Napolitano brothers have confidence factor
By Bob Pandolfo
On April 23, harness drivers Anthony
Napolitano and George Napolitano, Jr., set a
harness racing record for bothers when they
combined to win 13 of the 14 races at the Downs
at Mohegan Sun Pocono. Anthony won 7 races
and only one was a favorite; he brought in
longshot winners that paid $69.80 and $21.40.
The Napolitano brothers have driven
against each other many times over the years,
mostly at Pocono and Pompano, both 5/8 size
tracks. George started driving in 1993 but his
career really took off once he stopped training
and became a catch-driver in 2008. Since then
he’s been one of the top drivers in the sport.
In 2015, George Napolitano, Jr. had his best
year, winning 834 races for over $8.5 million
in earnings.
George’s younger brother Anthony started
his career in 2002. Like George, Anthony
also trained horses. It’s hard to become a top
tier driver as a trainer because you lose good
drives. Anthony gave up training in 2014.
Last year, Anthony won 188 races for $2.5
million in purses, equaling his career best
for earnings. Which brings us to 2016. Rather
than go to Pompano this winter, Anthony
decided to stay up north and try his hand at
the Meadowlands.
On November 13, 2015, Anthony won his
first drive of the meet, winning with $39.60
longshot Stonebridge Idol. It turned out to be
the first of many wins, with Anthony Napolitano emerging as the hottest driver at the
Meadowlands this winter.
When Pocono opened on March 19, Anthony
started driving there again. He currently has
42 wins and is second in the driver standings
behind George.
What happened to Anthony is not unusual.
Many harness drivers have had that one
break-out meet where they suddenly put it all
together. Right from the start of the meet you
could see that Anthony’s driving skills were
tailor-made for the Meadowlands.
It’s not like he won a race here and there
and then gradually keep improving. From day
one of the meet, Anthony won races, and he
brought in many longshots, including $47.80,
$42.80, $51.60, $48.20, and $35.80 winners.
Anyone can win when they have the best
horse, but Anthony was waking horses up.
Confidence is so important in life. Anyone
who bets horses knows how confident we get
when things are going good, but how quickly
that can turn to insecurity. When you bet
horses, depending on whether you bet to win or
exotics, you’re probably going to hit anywhere
from 15 to 30% of your wagers. You’re going to
lose a lot more bets than you win.
If you’re ultimately going to enjoy wagering
on horses, you have to learn how to deal with
the losing bets. One of the best professional
horseplayers I’ve ever met is Ernie Dahlman,
who succeeded as both a harness and thoroughbred player. Dahlman does a good job at
staying on an even kneel.
One way to keep your confidence from
getting too shaky is to not shoot for the moon
all the time. Dahlman had some big scores in
the Twin Double when he was a young man,
but he eventually became an exacta bettor
who would back up his key wagers with a few

Dominion Beach
seeks Dexter Cup win
By Ken Weingartner
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George (left) and Anthony Napolitano.

hedge bets. And during his career as a professional bettor, Dahlman had an air of confidence about him. Not arrogance, confidence.
I’ve watched a lot of races at Mohegan Sun
the past few years, so I’ve seen the Napolitano
brothers in action. George always struck me
as a very confident driver. He’s aggressive
and he’s one of the best in the business on the
front end. But George is not just a front end
driver. One night last summer my wife and I
were at Mohegan Sun with her sister and her
husband. George was driving the horse we
bet. He left and tucked but got shuffled back
badly in traffic.
My brother-in-law, Barry, glanced at me
and said, “It doesn’t look good.”
My response was, “He’s in a bad spot, but
we’ve got Georgie Nap, so we’ve got a shot.”
As they turned into the stretch, George
deftly swung his horse off the inside, weaved
his way through horses like a master seamstress, found an opening in the five-path and
rallied to win the photo. You think George
Napolitano has confidence? You bet he does.
Very few drivers could have won from that
spot -- the slightest hesitation and that hole
closes up.
And now it’s his brother’s turn. It took the
big track, The Big M, to turn the light on. At
34 years of age, Anthony Napolitano has gone
from a good driver to a top driver. The skills
were there. But watching him drive this year,
you can see the difference, the confidence. He
learned by driving against the best, his older
brother. And that couldn’t have been easy
because George gets good horses to drive, and
he’s a dynamic force on the racetrack.
Anthony came into the Meadowlands where
he had to compete with the top drivers in the
sport: Tim Tetrick, Yannick Gingras, John
Campbell, Scott Zeron, David Miller, etc. And
not only did he win consistently but he proved
that he didn’t have to have the best horse.
To win consistently at the Meadowlands in
particular, you have to save something for
the stretch. Some drivers can put their horses
in good spots but the horse lacks the stretch
punch. That’s because they can’t get the
horse to relax enough. Anthony Napolitano
has something you can’t teach: great hands.
Whether he leaves, goes first over, or follows
cover, he gets horses to finish, and that can be
the difference between good and great.
Anthony Napolitano’s success at the Meadowlands gave him the confidence that he
needed to take his career to the next level.
Talent isn’t always enough. If you don’t think
you’re great, you can’t be great.

Marcus Johansson was unhappy with
the way Dominion Beach handled the
turns in his Dexter Cup elimination last
weekend at Freehold Raceway, but pleased
the colt still put forth a winning effort.
Johansson hopes some changes to
Dominion Beach’s equipment for Saturday’s $140,800 Dexter Cup final at Freehold
leads to an even better performance and
another trip to the winner’s circle.
“He wasn’t himself last week,” said
Johansson, who drives Dominion Beach
for his wife, trainer Nancy Johansson. “It
was his first time on a half-mile track and
I just wanted to make sure he got around
there. He ran in a little bit in the turns. We
changed some equipment and he’s going to
be all right.”
The Dexter Cup is the first major stakes
event for 3-year-old trotters on the road to
August’s $1 million Hambletonian at the
Meadowlands Racetrack.
Cufflink Hanover and Dante joined
Dominion Beach in winning last week’s
Dexter Cup eliminations. They are
joined in Saturday’s final by second-place
finishers Steed, Sir Royson, and Inukchuk Chuck. Two third-place finishers
chosen by lot, Credevie and Hillman, also
advanced to the final.
Dominion Beach and Steed are eligible
to the Hambletonian. Dominion Beach
and lightly-raced Dante, trained by Ake
Svanstedt, will race as an entry because
both are owned by Anders Strom’s Courant
A B. Dante, a son of Credit Winner out of
the stakes-winning mare Michelle’s Angel
purchased as a yearling for $355,000 at
the 2014 Lexington Selected Sale, is a full
brother to millionaire Archangel.
Cufflink Hanover, shared in ownership
by driver David Miller and trainer Richard “Nifty” Norman, is the 2-1 morning
line favorite in the Dexter Cup final. The
gelding, who will start the final from post
three, had the fastest winning time, 1:57
3/5, in the elims.
The entry of Dominion Beach and Dante
is the 5-2 second choice. Dominion Beach
will start from post five while Dante will
leave from post seven with Svanstedt.
Dominion Beach, a son of Muscle Hill
out of the Dan Patch Award-winning mare
Windylane Hanover, has won two of three
races this year, including his Dexter elim
in 1:58. A full brother to multiple-stakeswinner Muscle Diamond, Dominion
Beach has won three of 12 races lifetime
and earned $98,267.
“Time will tell how good he will be,”
Marcus Johansson said. “He’s got a big
heart. He’s a little horse but he doesn’t
think so. He thinks he’s big. That usually
means a lot. He’s a good horse. He was in
hand winning in (1:)53 4/5 at Pocono. If
he can just stay at it and get a little better
every week he’ll be fine.”

- Courtesy Harness Racing Communications

