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Jug incident an unwanted scar for the sport
CONFESSIONS
By Keith Gisser
Betting Line’s win in last week’s Little
Brown Jug was one of the most impressive,
if not the most impressive, in the history of
the race. Unfortunately, it is has been placed
under a cloud of controversy due to texts that
trainer Casie Coleman sent to Betting Line’s
caretakers that may have instructed them to
give him an illegal supplement. Or, as Coleman says, they may have instructed them to
give him a vanilla yogurt. I was not there and I
have not seen the texts, which apparently were
found on a stolen, or maybe it was just lost, cell
phone; belonging to a caretaker who did a bit
too much celebrating the night before.
If this sounds more like an episode of a bad
television detective drama than a horse race
story, you are right. And the timing couldn’t
be worse. The Jug (always the most prestigious of 3-year-old pacing races in my book)
has regained some of its lost shine with an
increased purse and upcoming renovations
to the Delaware Fairgrounds. The Jug experience is like no other in our sport. But now it
is getting publicity for all the wrong reasons.
When called in by the Ohio State Racing
Commission, Coleman was “indignant,”
according to the Columbus Dispatch. They
were simply doing their job, investigating a
report of cheating. Coleman should have gone
in and quietly explained herself. Her comment
that she doesn’t like spectators to see because
they might get the wrong idea about a syringe
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Betting Line likes his yogurt according to
recent reports.

doesn’t help her case. Can’t she feed him the
yogurt with a spoon or a spatula?
Speaking of the dispatch, their Michael
Arace has a great commentary on the situation here.
Coleman’s attitude did nothing to help her
cause or to help Betting Line’s status, which
showed in this week’s Top Ten poll vote, where
a World Record dominating performance like
Betting Line’s usually creates a big jump.
While I moved him up significantly, he moved
up not at all. In fact, his total vote points went
from 262 to 272 and somebody who voted him
#1 in the poll prior to the Jug, did not vote
him #1 this week (that individual may have
been on vacation, forgotten to vote or actually
dropped him down).
Column aside: Speaking of the Ohio State
Racing Commission, kudos to them and
Scioto Downs Judge John Yinger on getting
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Keith Gisser: Betting Line deserved the opportunity to race
CONTINUED from page 1

the Brett Miller celebration call right. If you
missed this one, Brett, filling in for cousin
David, steered Always B Miki to victory in
the $225,000 Jim Ewart Memorial and, as
he came under the wire, lifted his whip to
the sky in celebration. Technically, that is a
violation. Yinger met with Miller, called for
help from the OSRC, and in a true rarity for
our sport, common sense prevailed. There
was no fine or penalty. For me, that call is
a no-brainer, but apparently Yinger (who
always seemed like a pretty decent and levelheaded guy when I worked with him) wanted
to be sure. Good call. As long as the driver is
not taunting and safety is not compromised,
these celebrations should be encouraged, not
shut down.

Now back to Delaware. Jimmy Takter, Tony
Alagna and Ron Burke wanted Betting Line
scratched. Ultimately, they raced to be fair to
the fans. Keep in mind, this is a racetrack that
allowed the great Cambest to race AFTER he
blew up the “black box” blood gas test. That
was in the 1993 Senior Jug and just a month
after his world record time trial at Springfield.
Cambest won easily, but was disqualified after
the fact. I chose not to bet that race, but others
did. That was a true scandal.
And there have been food issues in the
barns before. There was the groom eating a
poppy seed bagel in the barn causing a horse
to test positive before a big race at the Meadows many years back. I find yogurt more
believable.
In the late seventies at Northfield, Don
McKirgan had a mean old gray mare named

Diddley Do Mcshu. After every race (and
probably sometimes before), she would get
a beer. The carbs probably replenished her
and the alcohol probably calmed her. All I
am trying to say here is that we need to keep
the food out of the barns and away from the
horses.
This may not be popular opinion, but
Betting Line should absolutely been allowed
to race. You don’t scratch a horse based on
rumors and innuendo. IF Betting Line was
getting something illegal, here is hoping
it will be found and he will be disqualified.
Coleman will serve her time. If it truly was
vanilla yogurt, here’s a suggestion for Ms.
Coleman. Text your caretaker and tell him
to make sure he gets his yogurt. Be specific.
Then there is no problem.
Now go cash! I hear Yoplait is on sale.

Harness Racing needs a dramatic change in policing policy
A man sets off two bombs to explode in
Manhattan on Saturday and by Monday he’s
caught.
How is it possible that in a city of millions
with no eyewitnesses that a suspect is identified and captured within 48 hours of criminal
activity?
The answer to those living in this generation is technology.
More specific, it is the use of technology to
offer a better solution to past issues. Perhaps
in another time and another place, finding a
person would have been near impossible. But
thanks to incredible surveillance and actual
pictures, investigators are able to piece an
enormous amount of information together
and locate a suspect.
Last week in Delaware, Ohio the sport went
back in time.
Technology, if it has advanced at all, obviously was lacking in a major way at the Fairgrounds when a trainer was found in a detention area standing in the stall of a horse not
under his care.
The fact that suspicious activities were
taking place within an alleged “Detention”
facility should come as little surprise to
those within and outside the industry. Infrastructure that once surrounded this business
has been eroding right before our very eyes.
Racing commissions have been underfunded
for the longest time and in many cases track
operators are more focused on alternative
gaming than on protecting the once core
product.
That people are applauding the “courage”
shown at Delaware where the participants
came forward to seek out the scratch of an
adversary, is a firm indication that we’ve all
but given up on traditional means of policing.
While there is plenty of positive energy
behind actual trainers taking action when
they detect suspicious activity, there is also
an inherent danger, such as the case on
Thursday, when those very same trainers are
the ones that would directly benefit from the

JAYWALKING
By Jay Bergman
@BergmanJay
scratch of an overwhelming favorite for the
Little Brown Jug.
To effectively police the sport, and not just
offer a form of window dressing as was apparent in Delaware, requires commitment on
behalf of all interested parties. The commitment must come from the inside, simply
because the outside structures have broken
down in such a way that they are never likely
to be rebuilt again. There’s just no way horsemen in this era can expect racing commissions to have the resources required to
actively pursue wrongdoing.
And that’s where the fighting begins.
It is not feasible for individual horsemen
fighting for every dollar that’s out there to
band together as a common core and weed
out those who blatantly defy the laws.
The facts of the fiasco that took place in
Ohio last week are stark and shed a dim light
on the integrity some are trying to uphold. Yet
as a witness to years of such troubling behavior, it’s become apparent that we as an industry refuse to come to grips with a problem that
we have essentially created and fostered.
“The order is rapidly fading.”
As Bob Dylan pointed out some 50 years
ago, The Times Are a Changing and “Please
get out of the new one if you can’t lend your
hand.”
We’ve collectively lost order in this sport
and only through a dramatic overhaul does
integrity ever have a way of creeping back.
The commitment has to come in dollars
and detectives and nothing less. If it took just
48 hours to capture a single person in a city
of millions, it’s hard for me to fathom why

we are still struggling to capture those individuals who routinely flaunt bad behavior in
broad daylight with eyes upon them.
When everyone can see a horse setting a
world record over one racetrack and then
suddenly being non-competitive over a different one in a different state, how is it that this
information can’t be converted into capture
and a conviction?
What we have lost in this industry collectively are the next steps.
“If you see something, say something.”
That’s the mantra throughout the country
to help avoid terrorist destruction. Yet what’s
happening in our sport is that even if you see
something and inevitably say something,
ultimately nothing changes.
Instant analysis of bad action is only worthwhile if it leads to a solution. Social media is a
great first application but it is not the answer,
and at times, especially this past Thursday,
proves to be a distortion of the truth as opinions wavered with true facts hard to distinguish from what physically transpired at the
Delaware County Fairgrounds.
As an industry we must collectively get
past any of the individual noise that is created
by these incidents and advance towards a
common goal solution.
It’s disheartening when a major event such
as the Little Brown Jug guts mired in this
discussion, yet at the same time perhaps only
exposure of the flaws in our foundation on
the big stage can lead to meaningful reaction
and reasonable solutions.
If trainers, breeders, drivers and owners
realistically wish to stop the type of events
we witnessed this week they have the opportunity to do so. Talk is cheap, but fixing the
problems is far more expensive. You can
have a short-term attitude that reflects all of
the problems we have or a long-term outlook
that defines and corrects what has been left
in limbo.
CONTINUED ON PAGE 5
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Bluegrass a springboard for Alagna brigade?
By Jay Bergman
Lexington is a place where breeders and
buyers convene annually to see the best
horses on the track and then pursue the
next generation at the yearling sale. Trainer
Tony Alagna has two formerly high-priced
yearlings in Sunday’s Red Mile lineup that
have already shown the talent to justify their
purchase. He hopes they can take another
step forward towards the major events the
following week in divisions of the Bluegrass.
Dr J Hanover and Winter Harbor are somewhat late to the scene this year but both have
shown the ability to go with the best and will
hopefully continue advancing towards next
weekend’s Tattersalls Pace and Kentucky
Futurity, respectively.
“He went two good trips in the Jug,” said
Alagna of Dr J Hanover, a $300,000 yearling
that landed post five in a $58,300 division of
the Bluegrass for sophomore pacing colts and
geldings.
A son of Somebeachsomewhere, Dr J
Hanover earned but $10,057 as a 2-year-old,
but due to his late season efforts in 2016 has
almost reached his purchase price, winning
in seven of his 11 starts. Alagna has kept Dr
J Hanover on the small tracks and Sunday’s
Bluegrass will let him see what he’s got.
“He’s gotten more confidence on the half
mile track. We’ll see if he’s ready to take the
next step,” Alagna said. Dr. J Hanover meets
six rivals in the 13th race on Sunday including the recent winner of the Jennas Beach
Boy at Hoosier, JK Will Power (post 7).
While Dr J Hanover has shown improvement from his freshman to sophomore
campaign, the same has not been the case
for American Passport. The 3-year-old by
American Ideal entered this season with
high expectations but has not been able to put
his best game on display despite the efforts of
Alagna. “I thought we had him going in the
right direction at Tioga,” said Alagna, referring to two straight wins at the upstate New
York five-eighths track. However, Alagna has
not lost hope in getting everything right with
American Passport. “He trained great this

week and that’s why we entered him.”
American Passport meets just five rivals in
race 10, another Bluegrass division.
A $240,000 Lexington Selected yearling
from 2014, Winter Harbor has advanced
impressively over the last six weeks and
Alagna has him improving in time for the
Fall stakes season. The son of Muscle Hill
landed post two in an $81,250 division of the
Bluegrass for sophomore male trotters and
that should give him an opportunity to test
the waters in this division.
“He got sick after the Peter Haughton last
year and we decided to give him time,” said
Alagna about the three starts Winter Harbor
had in 2015. “This year we had some problems with him early getting his gait worked
out after shipping north from Florida. That’s
why I sent him to Mohawk to get him started.”
Winter Harbor showed plenty of talent
winning a pair of non-winners events and
then flashed a solid late kick finishing second
in a division of the Simcoe on September 3 at
Mohawk. In just his fifth start of the season,
Winter Harbor finished second behind
Hambletonian winner Marion Marauder in
his elimination for the Canadian Trotting
Classic at Mohawk. In his last start, Winter
Harbor closed for fourth behind Bar Hopping
in the final of that major stakes event.
“He got going late and ran out of racetrack
or he would have been third,” said Alagna of
his colt.
Winter Harbor gets a rematch with Bar
Hopping in this division of the Bluegrass
with Jody Jamieson listed to drive.
Bar Hopping drew post three for trainer
Jimmy Takter and driver Tim Tetrick. He
will likely be a heavy favorite in this division
after beating Marion Marauder in the Canadian Trotting Classic.
Sunday’s Red Mile program is stocked
with high-end stakes activity, including the
rematch between Pure Country and Darlinonthebeach in a $74,000 division of the
Bluegrass carded as race eight of 14 on the
program.
The Red Mile Sunday card begins at 1:00
p.m.

Dates now official for Hawthorne harness meet
By Neil Milbert
As anticipated, Chicago will turn into a
one-horse town for seven months of next year.
Complying with a joint request by
Hawthorne Race Course and Arlington
International Racecourse, when the Illinois
Racing Board awarded 2017 dates on Tuesday it allocated a combined total of 10 months
of thoroughbred racing to those two tracks
while limiting standardbred racing to a May
11-Sept. 24 meeting at Hawthorne.
Hawthorne’s 2016 winter harness meeting
that was held Jan. 6-Feb. 6 was discontinued,
which will enable thoroughbred horsemen
to continue training at the track after the

current flat meeting ends on Dec. 31.
Prior to this year there were 11-12 months
of standardbred racing annually on the
Chicago circuit but because of the bankrupt
status of Balmoral Park and its sister track,
Maywood Park—after they lost a lawsuit
filed by four Illinois riverboat casinos—the
Racing Board turned down their request for
2016 dates, forcing them to go out of business.
This summer Balmoral was acquired for
$1.6 million by a New York firm, Horse Shows
in the Sun, which is reconfiguring the track
to hold jumping events starting next spring. In
a recent issue of this newsletter, this reporter
made a typographical error and erroneously
reported that the sale price was $16 million.

Jay Bergman: We
need a change
in policy
CONTINUED from page 3

We live during incredible times and
there is no credible reason other than
lack of a full commitment from an industry that can keep us from finding those
that break the rules and have them
banned forever.
Make no mistake, while these activities took place during the Grand Circuit
at Delaware, Ohio they are by no means
isolated to the Midwest of this country.
Cameras and surveillance are there in
abundance, especially with cell phones
today routinely providing the video
evidence formerly hidden from view.
Action needs to be taken not in the
form of protests to racing commissions
but a collective will on the part of all
horsemen’s groups to gather damning
evidence against wrong-doers and have
them removed, even and especially if
that means sacrificing some of their
own.
It’s dangerous in a fraternity that
has routinely turned a blind eye to
ask for cooperation among those who
compete with each other on a daily
basis. However, we are past the time in
this industry that we can expect help
from others, even racing commissions to
provide a cleaner product for our future.

Wiggle It Jiggleit nearing history heading into Dayton Pacing Derby

Mister Big could be unseated by Wiggle It Jiggleit as the single-season earnings leader for older horses.

By Derick Giwner
While the potential windfall of money
associated with a stallion deal is hard to pass
up, it is a misnomer that an older horse can’t
rake in some big cash by competing on the
track. Case in point is the field for Friday’s
$150,000 Dayton Pacing Derby led by Wiggle
It Jiggleit.
The “top dog” in the older pacing ranks,
Wiggle It Jiggleit has earned $1,424,337 this
year during a 21-race campaign that has a few
more stakes engagements remaining. That
lofty total places him just $108,595 behind
Mister Big (2008) as the richest single-season
earner of all-time for 4-year-olds and up in
North America. And while Wiggle It Jiggleit
is a gelding, that doesn’t diminish what any
older horse can accomplish in terms of earning power.
Starting from post five, Wiggle It Jiggleit
could have a tough task with plenty of early
speed and talent drawn to his inside. Montrell
Teague will once again have the driving

assignment behind the Clyde Francis trainee.
Getting one older horse to surpass the $1
million mark in earnings for a year is not a
given, but in 2016 it’s a near certainty that
Always B Miki ($961,792) will join “Wiggle It”
above that threshold. With a win on Friday
at Dayton, Always B Miki would eclipse that
total.
David Miller will steer Always B Miki from
post two while looking for his third straight
win. Currently he has three wins versus two
for Wiggle It Jiggleit when they have gone
head-to-head.
Demonstrating that you can earn well
without winning, Freaky Feet Pete has made
just over $404K in 2016 while failing to win a
major stakes race. Friday would seem to be
a prime spot for “Pete” to get over the top as
he possesses high early speed and starts from
pylon position.
The Pacing Derby field also includes All
Bets Off ($499K in 2016) and Shamballa
($329K) starting from posts six and seven,
respectively.
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While the top two earners on the trotting
side elected to sit this dance out, Obrigado
leads the pack for the $160,000 Trotting
Derby one race earlier to kick off the stakes
action in race 10. The Paul Kelley trainee
has earned $534,320 during the year while
capturing four stakes along the way.
Mark MacDonald will be in the bike from
post five.
Shake It Cerry, the 2-1 morning line favorite, hasn’t been able to get into the winner’s
circle very often but has still picked up north
of $266K in 2016. Her 11 in-the-money finishes
through 14 races is impressive but many
could be turned off by just one victory.
On the plus side, Shake It Cerry avoids
divisional leaders Resolve and Hannelore
Hanover on Friday. David Miller will steer
the 5-year-old mare from post three.
Wind Of The North (post four) and Homicide Hunter (post nine) round out the logical
contenders in the field of nine.
The Dayton card kicks off at 6:15 p.m. and
offers 13 live races.

