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Small owners are priced out of the game
Question: “Are you a horse owner right
now?”
My Answer: “Not at this moment.”
Response: “Then shut up.”
That was the end of what, until then, was
a productive conversation with a prominent
horse owner one year ago in the week leading
up to The Hambletonian. I got emotional, as I
was already contemplating the idea of moving
on from harness racing and that moment
gave me the last nudge I needed. His obnoxious comment was in response to my trying to
explain the impact on a racetrack of certain
occurrences in harness racing and the needs
of a racetrack versus the needs of the horsemen, with the hopes of forming a stronger
synergy between the two.
The above exchange is an example of everything that is wrong with this industry. It is
the sense of entitlement because “I am a horse
owner and you aren’t.”
Ironically, the fact is I was a horse owner.
For the better part of a decade I owned horses
with my father in a partnership. None of them
were world champions, but we were at least
able to be competitive in the spots we picked
out for our horses. We were able to do so using
“smaller” trainers with affordable rates.
Eventually, that was no longer possible. The
emergence of giant stables dominating the
sport made it impossible for the small owner,
who didn’t have the money to lose, to be a
part of this game any longer. That tied into
the fact that I was getting married and starting a family forced me out of ownership and
the conversation I quoted at the start of this
column was the moment that I decided to look
for a way out of the industry all together.

AT THE TRACK
By Darin Zoccali
I want to be clear, I don’t blame Ron Burke
or Jimmy Takter for their success. It’s not
their fault that the “mega-stables” that have
emerged in the last five years make it unaffordable for people like myself to be a standardbred horse owner. But there is no question that the emergence of these monstrously
successful stables has hurt the sport, whether
they want to recognize it or not. Simply put,
they limit ownership potential in the game.
A response to this column could be, “just
buy cheaper horses and you won’t have to
compete with those trainers.” While that is
true (although it is hard to find a condition
at a major racetrack that Ron Burke doesn’t
have a horse for), you can’t really make it as an
owner racing cheaper horses in the Northeast.
It’s just not financially feasible and simply
put, I cannot afford the costs associated with
having a Burke, Takter, Alagna, etc. training
my horses. Their rates are too high for me.
Again, no fault of their own, it’s just how it is.
It’s interesting and quite frankly it’s sad
that the reason I am no longer a horse owner
is also one of the reasons I am no longer working exclusively in the harness racing industry.
Not only do big owners and trainers control
the sport, but when trying to speak to one of
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Marion Marauder 3,1:51.3-’16 ($1,011,891).
Winner of elim. and Final of Hambletonian S.

Crawford Farms will sell his full brother in Lex.

Congratulations to all connections!

Crawford Farms Open House & Yearling Preview
Friday, August 26, 2016 • 10 am – 3 pm

Enjoy Barbecue and Refreshments while previewing our 30+ Yearlings for Lexington & Morrisville.
The same day as the $175,000 Crawford Farms Trot, Muscle Hill and $110,000 NYSS (2yo Pacing Colts).

Free Shuttle service to & from Vernon Downs • For more information, contact Michelle Crawford at 315-382-5378

Southwind Frank

3,1:52.1-’16 ($1,446,442).
Second in elim. and
Final of Hambletonian S.
Crawford Farms added his dam
to our broodmare band.

Sutton

3,Q1:51.2-’16 ($280,306).
Third in Final
of Hambletonian S.
Crawford Farms will sell a
Credit Winner half sister in 2017.

Michelle & Albert Crawford • Family owned and operated since 1966 • CrawfordFarms.com
ChrisTullyTrot.com

Zoccali: The cost of ownership is beyond my means
CONTINUED from page 1

them about the health of the industry, you
are told to shut up because you are not one of
them. In that moment, I told that owner that
it was statements like the one he just made
that is pushing me out the door of the industry. Maybe he didn’t believe me, but interestingly enough I haven’t heard from him since
I left.
If I can’t afford to be a standardbred owner,
I certainly cannot afford to be a thoroughbred owner. But ironically, it would be
more feasible for me right now to be a thoroughbred owner. Sure, you have to compete
with Todd Pletcher, Bob Baffert and Chad
Brown on the biggest stages. But they don’t
own or train seven of the nine horses in a
stakes race like Burke and Alagna did in
The Adios Final. You have a fighting chance.
In harness racing now, you have virtually
no chance. With all the talk being centered
around getting new owners into the game, I

stand as one of the many former owners who
are saying the big stables have made it impossible.
I would love to be a horse owner again.
I would love to be able to take my son and
daughter to the farm and watch our horses
train and bring them in a jog cart with me.
Winning races at The Meadowlands were
always some of the most exciting moments of
my life. I used to sit in front of my computer,
refreshing the page, waiting for the entries
to be posted to see if our horse got in. More
than that, it was a way that my father and I
bonded and it led to the career path I have
chosen.
Unfortunately, I can’t give that to my son
and daughter right now. I can’t pay my mortgage, put money away for my children’s future
and afford to lose $1,000 or more each month
because my horse or horses cannot compete
with the big stables. I also cannot afford to
pay the daily rate and all the modern items
at a mega-trainers disposal, like a hyperbaric

chamber. So what choice do I have? I have
been priced out of the game.
I don’t expect anyone to feel bad for me. I’m
sure if a big-name trainer is reading this he is
yelling for me to get off my soapbox. But this
game was at its best when the guy like me had
a shot. There are times big trainers dominate, after all, from 1972 through 1983 Bill
Haughton and Stanley Dancer combined to
win eight of 12 Hambletonians. Perhaps this
is just another one of those streaks, but to me
it’s more. The bottom line is, if you want to
compete on a Championship level, you have
to send your horse to Burke, Takter, Alagna,
etc. I don’t see that changing any time in the
near future.
Don’t get me wrong, if I had the means, I
would be at a yearling sale, buying wellbred yearlings with aspirations of winning
a Hambletonian, Meadowlands Pace or Little
Brown Jug, just so I could look that owner
in the face and smile. But I can’t, so I guess
until that time, I’ll just shut up.

Easy as 1-2-3 for Crawford Farms in 2016 Hambletonian
By Derick Giwner
Often enough we don’t realize the total
effect one event can have on so many different people. When Marion Marauder won the
2016 Hambletonian for driver Scott Zeron,
trainer Paula Wellwood and owners Marion
Wellwood and Devin Keeling, the enormity of
the moment for them was obvious.
In the background of that same winner’s
circle where the 91st Hambletonian champion was crowned, there stood Michelle
and Albert Crawford, just as emotionally
engulfed by the experience. Unbeknownst
to many, the Crawfords not only benefitted by Marion Marauder winning, but also
from Southwind Frank and Sutton finishing
second and third in the sport’s marquee race.
It was a trifecta of sorts for Crawford
Farms as they own a full brother to Marion
Marauder, and the dams of both Southwind
Frank and Sutton.
“I don’t have words, I have tears, because
I was crying happy tears,” said an emotional
Michelle Crawford. “This is like the perfect
storm. To finish one, two, three in the Hambletonian at The Meadowlands? It doesn’t get
better than that. It gives me chills.”
While it is hard to determine yearling
prices in August, being the full brother to
a Hambletonian winner is certainly a plus.
Add to that the success that Marion Marauder’s sire, Muscle Hill, is seeing in 2016. His
progeny head the earnings leaderboard in all
age groups for trotters this year.
“We have a full brother (to Marion
Marauder) we just videoed the other day
who appears to be the real deal. His stride
is beyond his body,” said Michelle about
G Wagon, who will sell at the Lexington
Selected Sale this October. “We also acquired

Michelle Crawford

G Wagon is a full brother to Marion Marauder selling at Lexington in October.
his half-sister. She is a Cantab Hall, her name
is Marion Mardi Gras, so we’re going to see
how she works out and we’ll definitely be
breeding her.
“Charlie Carp brought us that family,
Marion Marauder, and pressed us hard.
We can’t thank him enough,” said Michelle
Crawford.
Crawford Farms purchased the dam of
Southwind Frank (Flawless Lindy) a month
ago for an undisclosed amount from Southwind Farms. Flawless Lindy is currently in
foal to Muscle Hill again, which means she is
carrying a full brother to the 2-year-old champion and Hambletonian runner-up. He will
clearly have value when he hits the ground.
Separated by just a neck at the wire from
Marion Marauder and Southwind Frank was
Sutton, Amazingly Crawford Farms has that
10-year-old broodmare as well in their band.

After a bit of bad luck with one of her foals,
Michelle was hoping for the best with the
mare’s latest addition.
“Sutton, we have his dam, I Wanted Wings
is her name. Her filly last year, she had a
Credit Winner sister, she died right before
the Lexington sale. She was beautiful. Now
there is a Credit Winner filly on the ground,
a weanling.”
Despite having little luck with the horses
they own—Homicide Hunter (8th) and Devil
Child (6th)—on the Hambletonian Day card,
the Crawfords likely came away from the day
ahead of the game in the long run and were
most certainly just happy to be part of the
experience.
“If we can’t be in the race, to be on the
breeding side of it and have the family
members step up and do that. It was beyond
exciting,” said Crawford.

Hambletonian Day belongs to Muscle Hill
ON THE MARK
By Bob Marks
One would have to go back to Adios in the
1960’s in order to properly illustrate the stallion dominance displayed by Muscle Hill on
Hambletonian Day 2016.
Whereas in these contemporary times we
tend to group major stakes together making it
easier to document just how stallions may be
doing on an individual basis, back then stakes
races tended to more isolated affairs. Thus it
took some research to thoroughly document
just how dominant a stallion may have been.
While Adios might not have managed the
single day blanket domination Muscle Hill
unveiled on Hambletonian Saturday, he
would often have dominated specific stake
races in which half of the eight starters might
have been his sons or daughters—often
accounting for the first three finishers.

Lisa Photo

Muscle Hill won the 2009 Hambletonian.

Someone posted a picture on social media
(Facebook) the other day of Adios Don (AdiosSouth Pacific) winning the 1961 Messenger at
Roosevelt. If memory services, Henry T Adios
(Adios-Greer Hanover) and Lang Hanover
(Adios-Lorelei) were up close and Cold Front
(Adios-Doreen Hanover) and Hogan Hanover
(Adios-Hester Scot) were also in the field.
Hambletonian Day 2016 featured nine stake
races for the trotting set in which seven were
won by sons or daughters of Muscle Hill. Significantly, these were not limited to a specific age
group, as Muscle Hill has now sent four crops
to the races with his oldest foals being 5-yearolds. Of the 5-year-olds, the two best, Trixton
and E L Titan, are both at stud and undoubtedly others have been exported.
Muscle Hill’s lone 5-year-old on the Hambletonian day program, Resolve (Anikawiesahalee), won The 10-horse Cashman Memorial
for aged trotters with a notable two-move
victory. Previously Resolve impressed in
Sweden finishing second in his two heats of
the Elitloppet.
Earlier on the card, the Fresh Yankee for aged
trotting mares featured but one Muscle Hill
from the 12 starters, she being the 4-year-old
Rules Of The Road (Right On Renee), who was
no match for race winner Hannelore Hanover.
But then Rules Of The Road was never a match
for Mission Brief, the best Muscle Hill of that

crop, who will not race this year.
The Peter Haughton Memorial for 2-yearold colts featured four sons of Muscle Hill
from the 10 starters including the victorious
What The Hill from the mare K T Cha Cha.
One race later, in the Doherty Memorial for
2-year-old fillies, three daughters of Muscle
Hill were in action among the 10 starters. That
troika included the ultra-impressive winner
Ariana G, she from the Cantab Hall mare
Cantab It All.
The first Hambletonian elimination for
3-year-old colts included three sons of Muscle
Hill from the nine starters, including the
open-length winner Bar Hopping from Cocktail Hour.
The second elimination showcased another
threesome from Muscle Hill from the nine
starters, including first and second-place
finishers Marion Marauder (Spellbound
Hanover) and Southwind Frank (Flawless
Lindy).
The Hambletonian Oaks for 3-year-old
fillies featured three daughters of Muscle Hill
from the 10 starters including the race winner
All The Time (Cantab It All), the full sister to
Doherty winner Ariana G.
As everyone is now aware, Muscle Hill dominated the Hambletonian final with Marion
Marauder and Southwind Frank separated by
just a nose on the wire. Muscle Hill wound up
with four starters in the field of 10.
In total, Muscle Hill sent out 19 of his progeny
in the nine trotting stakes, with 12 from mares
by different broodmare sires, they being Andover Hall, Angus Hall, Viking Kronos, Donerail,
Cantab Hall, Broadway Hall, Credit Winner,
Mr Lavec, Conway Hall, Lindy Lane, Dream
Vacation and Yankee Glide. Of those, only two,
Ariana G and All The Time, came from the
same mare being full sisters.
Only the Vincennes Invitational for 4-yearolds and up had no Muscle Hill-sired starters.
It should be noted that during his heyday
the above mentioned legendary pacing sire
Adios might never have had a single day quite
like Muscle Hill did, but over a period of years
he dominated the pacing scene like few before
or after him.
When his great son Bret Hanover finally
tasted defeat after 35 consecutive wins, it was
to another Adios son, that being Adios Vic.
It also should be noted that Adios did not
leave any “line-extender” sons despite dozens
of potential candidates.
How this will affect Muscle Hill remains to
be seen as he is now the third brilliant link
from Valley Victory by that one’s best son
Muscles Yankee .
Certainly Muscle Hill’s first Hambletonian
son Trixton has every license to be the next
link in what seems the contemporary great
chain.
At this point, Muscle Hill is dominating the
trotting tanks like few before him. He has a
ways to go before he matches Star’s Pride’s
record of having sired eight Hambletonian
champions. However, after witnessing what I
saw last Saturday, I’m not so sure I would bet
against him.

Mission Brief out
for 2016, eyeing
Elitlopp next year
By Derick Giwner
When owner/trainer Ron Burke talks
about Mission Brief he gets a special
gleam in his eyes.
“She is the best horse I’ve ever sat
behind, period. It’s not even close. She
is a once in a lifetime horse,” said Burke
about the 4-year-old daughter of Muscle
Hill-Southwind Serena, who suffered
a leg injury in late March and was
announced as out for the year.
Despite the initial announcement that
she would miss the 2016 season, Burke
actually had Mission Brief in training
to see if the career winner of $1,599,587
could make a return late in the year
rather than stay on the sidelines for all
of 2016.
“I started her back and she just started
to get a little swelling again,” said Burke.
“I said all along, if she took even oneeighth of a step backwards she’d be done.
So I shut her down. She is going to North
Carolina and then going to Florida.
“I honestly think I could have brought
her back, but Hannelore (Hanover) is so
good,” said the trainer about his 4-yearold mare that has won six straight
races including beating the boys in the
Hambletonian Maturity at The Meadowlands. “Do I really want to push her
at Hannelore when she is not 100%?
And I believe all along, if you are going
to miss any year, the 4-year-old year is
a great year to miss because it’s like an
in between year. I can’t believe how well
Hannelore is handling it. (Mission Brief)
will come back next year as a 5-year-old
hopefully bigger, stronger and sounder.
Or if not, we’ll breed her.”
While we won’t see the thrilling speed
that Mission Brief can bring to the track
anytime in the near future, we won’t
have to wait too long into 2017 to see the
trotter with a 1:50 2/5 career best win
time. Burke said the plan is to bring her
back early to have her ready for a possible trip to Sweden for the Elitlopp.
“The plan is to have her rockin’ in case
I want to go to Sweden with her. It’s still
in the back of my mind that is where she
is going to be,” said the trainer.
As for Hannelore Hanover, she is
expected to start on Sunday in the Miss
Versatility series at Tioga Downs. The
daughter of Swan For All has one win
through three legs of the series and sits
sixth in the standings. A good showing on Sunday would lock her into the
September 22 final on Little Brown
Jug day at the Delaware County Fairgrounds.

Always B Miki looks to rebound in Hoosier’s $325,000 Dan Patch
By Jay Bergman
It’s no longer the big three. Nine entered
Friday’s $325,000 Dan Patch Free For All at
Hoosier Park and although Always B Miki
has been tabbed the 8-5 favorite, the 5-yearold won’t have an easy time starting from
post nine in perhaps the most talented aged
pacing field to assemble this year.
While Always B Miki is being joined by
2015 Horse of the Year Wiggle It Jiggleit (post
1) and last year’s sophomore Breeders Crown
champion Freaky Feet Pete (post 2), the Dan
Patch has increased depth with the arrival
of newly crowned U.S. Pacing Championship
winner Shamballa (post 7) along with the
supplemental entry, the lightning fast Mel
Mara (post 5).
Bob Boni, co-owner (Bluewood Stable) of
Always B Miki, was apprehensive heading
into last Saturday’s U.S. Pacing Championship at The Meadowlands. Boni was in the
paddock before the race and was more than
concerned. “He has missed three weeks. I’m
not sure how that’s going to affect him,” Boni
said prior to the first off-the-board finish by
Always B Miki in the last two years.
“I do think he’ll be much better on Friday,”
Boni said, suggesting that the pacesetting
effort in the U.S. Pacing Championship most
certainly would improve the sharpness of
the 5-year-old Indiana-bred son of Always A
Virgin.
As far as the outside lane in the field of
nine, Boni seemed to think it wouldn’t be a
hindrance, though it wasn’t his preferred
post. “Sure I’d like him to have drawn inside,”
Boni said.

David Miller once again will sit behind the
William Haughton Memorial and Ben Franklin winner this Friday as he and Always B
Miki attempt to regain winning form.
The job won’t be easy, especially given that
the two Indiana-sired 4-year-olds drew the
inside two spots.
Wiggle It Jiggleit has maintained his form
throughout this season, finishing on the
board in all 16 starts including 10 eventful
trips to the winner’s circle. Last week Wiggle
It Jiggleit shook free in mid-stretch but
lacked the momentum of Shamballa in the
late stages, finishing second in the Meadowlands stakes event.
Montrell Teague has used the inside to his
advantage in the past and there’s no reason
to believe he may not want to put this field in
line and attempt to cut the pace.
Perhaps a return to Hoosier Park will be all
that’s necessary to revive Freaky Feet Pete.
The son of Rockin Image has not won since an
elimination for the Ben Franklin on June 25,
with his most recent performance, a seventhplace finish in the U.S. Pacing Championship,
his second consecutive off-the-board finish.
Trace Tetrick will steer Freaky Feet Pete.
New Jersey more than agreed with the
Ontario-based Shamballa. In his two trips to
the Meadowlands this year he finished a solid
second behind Always B Miki in the Haughton and then catapulted off a perfect cover
trip in the aforementioned Pacing Championship to score for Scott Zeron, son of trainer
Rick Zeron. The environment changes on
Friday with the 6-year-old son of Somebeachsomewhere drawing outside. Known for his
solid stretch kick, Shamballa could certainly

be in play with an accelerated pace.
The presence of Mel Mara in the field adds
an interesting variable since the revived son
of Lis Mara has displayed brilliant speed
both on and off the pace since joining trainer
Dylan Davis’ stable. Mel Mara should feel
right at home with Davis having a Hoosier
Park operation to go along with his stable
in Delaware. Mel Mara rebounded from a
fourth-place finish in the Franklin, a race
his connections supplemented to as well,
with a resounding 1:48 4/5 blowout victory at
Harrah’s Philadelphia on July 17. After three
weeks off he returned with an excellent prep
at The Meadowlands finishing a solid third
against open company.
The Dan Patch marks the first stakes
encounter as a 4-year-old for last year’s North
America Cup winner Wakizashi Hanover
(post 3). Rounding out the field is the near
double millionaire All Bets Off (post 4), last
year’s Cane Pace champion Dealt A Winner
(post 6) and the $1.2 million winner Luck Be
Withyou (post 8).
The Dan Patch is race 12 of 14 Friday at
Hoosier Park. Post time is 5:45 p.m., with the
Dan Patch scheduled to go to post at 9:45.

BREEDING NEWS: Libfeld/Katz have big day; JK Endofanera retired to stud
Standardbred owners from around the world
dream of a victory on Hambletonian Day at the
Meadowlands, the most prestigious program
of harness racing held the first weekend in
August every year.
Long time partners Al Libfeld and Marvin
Katz of Pickering and Toronto, Ontario, respectively, had that dream fulfilled last Saturday
when their undefeated 2-year-old filly Ariana
G captured the Doherty Stake to give her four
victories to date in her young career.
However, that wasn’t the end of the celebrating in the winner’s circle for them. A few races
later Ariana G’s full sister, All The Time,
impressively captured the $500,000 Hambletonian Oaks, the filly companion race to the $1
million Hambletonian.
Not only do Libfeld and Katz own these
talented distaffers, they also are their breeders.
They operate a boutique breeding operation
with some of the most well bred broodmares in
the sport in residence.
The operation sells yearlings annually
and this year’s group includes a full brother
to Ariana G and All The Time called Fleet
Admiral. He’ll be part of the 18 colts and fillies
consigned to the Lexington Select Sale being

sold by Kentuckiana Farms, Agent.
The Libfeld/Katz partnership has a very
active website to promote their yearlings and
racehorses. The site is updated regularly and
features race videos of the graduates of their
breeding operation. It may be viewed here.

--press release (Libfeld/Katz)

JK Endofanera p,3, 1:48 2/5 ($2,049,580), the
winner of the 2014 North America Cup and
numerous other major stakes, has been retired
to stud duty at Victory Hill Farm in Indiana.
A now 5-year-old stallion, JK Endofanera
arrived at Victory Hill on Monday, Aug. 8, and
is scheduled to lead the post parade for the Dan
Patch Free-For-All—a race he won last year—
on Friday night at Hoosier Park.
JK Endofanera was bred and campaigned by
the 3 Brothers Stable of Steven, Alan and Ron
Katz. They have sold a significant interest to
a group comprised of the same principals who
brought Always A Virgin to Indiana. A stud fee
will be announced at a later date.
“He’s brought my family enormous pleasure,” said Alan Katz, “and now we look
forward to his next career in Indiana.”
A son of the Artsplace stallion Art Major, JK
Endofanera is out of the Presidential Ball-sired
Presidential Lady, who is also the dam of 2014

Horse of the Year JK She’salady.
“We are very excited to add JK Endofanera
to our stallion roster,” said Jeff King, who
operates Victory Hill Farm with his wife, Dr.
Maria King. “His talent speaks for itself and
he’s a magnificent individual. I believe he will
prove to be a top sire in North America and he
brings the incomparable Artsplace sire line to
Indiana.”
Trained by Ron Burke at ages two and
three and Jimmy Takter during his 4-year-old
season, JK Endofanera beat every top colt of
his generation. As a 2 year old he won four of
seven starts, among them the $534,500 Governor’s Cup at the Meadowlands, when he took
his freshman mark of 1:51 4/5. At age three he
captured the $1 million North America Cup,
defeating a field that included He’s Watching
and McWicked. He also won a Meadowlands
Pace elimination over Always B Miki and later
in the season captured the Tattersalls at The
Red Mile.
In 2015, at age four, JK Endofanera won more
than $500,000, including the Dan Patch FreeFor-All at Hoosier Park by 2 ½ lengths in 1:48
4/5, exploding past his rivals with a 26 2/5 final
quarter.

--press release (3 Brothers Stable)

