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Personal bias—it lives within all of us
although some are careful to allow it to be
exposed.
For all that was going on Saturday night at
The Meadowlands, a Coldplay concert at Met
Life stadium and the Meadowlands Pace and
William Haughton Memorial at the racetrack,
it was something beneath the surface that
caught my attention.
Hall of Famer Chuck Sylvester sat “exiled” a
few feet away from Dog Gone Lucky, a Hambletonian contender. Slyvester’s name had been
removed from the program in order to give
the reflection that he was not welcomed at The
Meadowlands. Yet the multiple Hambletonianwinning trainer, with a list of champions to
prove it, was in the paddock, a place he has
been more than familiar with during his brilliant career.
Outside in the grandstand stood another
former trainer in the person of Bob Bongiorno.
Not a Hall of Famer yet and likely never to be
invited, Bongiorno has had a history of not
being able to get a license along with some
other infractions. Last year when his horses
allegedly “flunked” a black box test in Pennsylvania, Bongiorno was allowed to continue
to train horses at The Meadowlands, but this
year all of the horses from his stable are racing
for Richard Johnson at The Meadowlands.
That these two were even present in East
Rutherford on Saturday night at a racetrack
that they are allegedly prohibited from being
at was somewhat bewildering.
Track operator Jeff Gural was asked about
the two and ironically was willing to defend
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Hall of Fame trainer Chuck Sylvester.

the presence of one but not the other.
What’s ironic was that Gural sided with
the non-Hall of Famer Bongiorno over the
enshrined Sylvester.
“We are monitoring Richard Johnson
closely,” said Gural in an email response to
our questions. “Bob (Bongiorno) was quite
sick and nearly died and I do not think he is
involved, but I don’t see any reason not to
allow him at the track.”
Gural went on to say, “His son drives and
his daughter works for us, and unlike most
owners, they are in Trotters (track lounge)
most weekends.”
As for Sylvester, Gural had an entirely different perspective when asked about Sylvester’s
presence within the paddock.
“I agree on Chuck (Sylvester) and it won’t
happen again (allowed in paddock),” said
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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Gural. “But do I think he is involved with
training the horse? I do and I am not happy
about it.”
Personally I was kind of shocked and let
down by the explanation. Sylvester has done
an enormous amount for this sport with
his longtime involvement. He’s for the most
part been a model citizen and only recently
became part of the web of who belongs and
who doesn’t belong at The Meadowlands. It’s
regrettable that Sylvester has gotten lumped
together with so many other trainers lacking
in his talent or dedication.
The spectacle of Dog Gone Lucky under
the “new” trainer of Mike Stoltzfus is just as
troubling to me as the presence of so many
horses under the guise of “paper trainers”.
Unfortunately in all cases, the public is
forced to weed through the beards to find the
correct trainer and left in the dark on what
may be happening behind the scenes.
Why Sylvester is looked upon differently
than Bongiorno in Gural’s eyes is extremely
hard for me to understand.
In an era where security should be heightened, it was disturbing to see virtually nothing standing in the way of an individual
getting into the paddock.
In years past when the grandstand on the

current backstretch was in use, there was but
one entrance to the paddock and it required
showing I.D. to a security guard to gain
admission.
On Saturday, I just went into the winner’s
circle and told the guard I wanted to go to the
paddock. He called a vehicle to pick me up,
and seconds later I entered the paddock—no
questions asked.
“Up until now it hasn’t been a problem,”
Gural said of the security issue, while promising to look into it.
The Meadowlands Racetrack was buzzing on Saturday and the stands were alive,
especially the Terrace section where there
was plenty of activity and people enjoying the
evening.
On track, the takeaway from this perspective is that both Wiggle It Jiggleit and Freaky
Feet Pete were a notch below their normal
selves. That it was the fourth week in succession that each had to race at an extreme level
may have had something to do with it, but I
believe the exhaustive mile both put in just
seven days hence in the Graduate final was
just enough to take some of the edge off each.
I have to commend both Montrell Teague
and Trace Tetrick for taking it easy on their
horses in the early stages. A third and fourthplace finish for the pair respectively behind
Always B Miki may have let down some, but

both were incredibly brave in defeat.
The victory of Lady Shadow in the Golden
Girls wasn’t much of a surprise but the
timing of this race seemed quite bizarre. That
it concluded with a mile timed in 1:47 and the
final eighth in 13 3/5 appeared off the rails.
A first quarter of 24 4/5 was not that alarming considering that most of it was paced on a
straightaway. What seemed out of whack was
the 26 1/5 fourth quarter fraction that was
achieved on a turn.
Driver Yannick Gingras was of course
impressed with his mount, but even he
couldn’t make much sense of the timing. “I
thought we were going around (1):48,” said
Gingras of the pace of the race. “If I knew we
were close to breaking the record (mile time)
I would have chased her.”
It seems important to authenticate any new
world record and Gural agreed, asking presiding judge John Tomasello to review the race.
“I manually timed the race in the presence
of Associate Judge Larry Julien and Racing
Secretary Peter Koch a total of 5 times,”
said Tomasello via email. “At each clocking,
the times were consistent with the time as
reported on Saturday night as the race was
being contested. I have full confidence that
the times as reported on the official chart
of the race are 100 percent accurate and
correct.”

Rich Invitational expected to lure Wiggle It Jiggleit on International Trot day
By Derick Giwner
When Yonkers Raceway hosted the
$1,000,000 International Trot in 2015, it was
received with great reviews from all in attendance. Not resting on their laurels, the track
is looking to pair this year’s elite race for
older trotters with a companion event for the
best pacers in North America.
Racing Secretary Steve Starr confirmed
this week that Yonkers Raceway is planning
to card a big-money race to accompany the
International Trot on the October 15 Saturday afternoon program.
“We are trying to get the big three to race,”
said Starr, referencing older pacers Wiggle
It Jiggleit, Always B Miki and Freaky Feet
Pete. “We got a commitment from Wiggle It
Jiggleit. I spoke to the connections of Freaky
Feet Pete and they said they would get back
to me. I also spoke to trainer Jimmy Takter
(Always B Miki), but he was unwilling to
make a commitment at this time.”
According to Starr, if all three race the
purse will be guaranteed at $500,000, but if
they are unsuccessful in getting the trio, the
purse may drop slightly to between $350,000
and $400,000. “We are putting up a lot of
money in the hopes of getting the top horses
to create an interesting race for the sport.”
With eight wins in 10 career starts (plus
two seconds) over half-mile tracks, it was

Nikki Sherman

Wiggle It Jiggleit starts from post five in
Saturday’s $260,000 Gerrity Memorial at
Saratoga Raceway.

no surprise that owner George Teague was
looking forward to the big race at Yonkers.
“That’s a lot of money,” said Teague. “It
means I’ll have to miss Lexington, but they
don’t go for that much money, anyway.”

Freaky Feet Pete has only one half-mile
race under his belt in this year’s Battle of
Lake Erie at Northfield Park. Despite racing
uncovered for much of the mile, he was a
credible third in that $200,000 stake.
Always B Miki has never tried his luck on a
track smaller than five-eighths and the likelihood of seeing him at Yonkers on October
15 seems slim. Co-owner Bob Boni wouldn’t
rule it out when contacted, but with the Allerage at Red Mile just six days prior and the
Breeders Crown eliminations one week after
on October 22, he agreed that it didn’t seem
to be a good fit for the 5-year-old’s schedule.
For Starr, he just doesn’t understand the
disdain that many horsemen seem to have for
racing top horses on half-mile track.
“I watch these races via simulcast and they
talk about great races and great horses, but
how do you interpret a great horse? Is it just
a horse that can win on a one mile or fiveeighths track or one that can win over any
sized track?” said Starr.
Other than the big three, Starr has yet to
begin assembling the final field of eight for
the race. He did mention George Morton
Levy champion Bit Of A Legend N as a possible starter.
As far as the International Trot, Starr said
that he has no confirmed starters as of yet.
Papagayo E, the 2015 International champion, was confirmed but will miss the race
due to injury.

American Passport looks to rebound for Zeron in Adios elims
By Jay Bergman
For some 3-year-old pacers the season is
just beginning. Driver Scott Zeron has had a
roller-coaster ride thus far behind American
Passport and on Saturday he hopes the ride
will take him skyward in one of two $25,000
elimination races for the Del Miller Adios at
The Meadows.
“If he’s as good as he was qualifying the
other day we’ll be all right,” said Zeron on
Wednesday.
The driver’s good and bad fortunes behind
the Tony Alagna-trained colt happened at
Mohawk in the early part of the summer.
“Because of some of his habits (making
untimely breaks), I tried to be careful with
him,” said Zeron of his strategy aboard the
son of American Ideal. “He was very good in
the Somebeachsomewhere finishing within
a half-length of Betting Line (the eventual
North America Cup winner).”
Zeron was a bit more assertive a week later
in the North America Cup trials but that
landed him in a two-hole and cost him a trip
to the final.
“All I had to do was finish in the top five,”
said Zeron with the benefit of hindsight.
“It’s a business where you’re getting hired
and fired all of the time. I understand this
is a horse that should have been 1-2-3 in the
North America Cup and he didn’t make the
final.”
With three wins in 11 starts as a juvenile,
American Passport showed indications of
high class. “He was my top 3-year-old pacer
all winter,” said Zeron, who had other opportunities behind some quality sophomores
and elected to stay with American Passport.
Unfortunately for Zeron, ownership elected
to make a change in the bike for a couple of
starts.
After two disappointing journeys with
Brian Sears and Tim Tetrick, the connections have returned to Zeron in an attempt to
right the ship.
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American Passport splashes home a winner in the International Stallion Stake at The
Red Mile as a 2-year-old.
American Passport drew post five in the
ninth race of the afternoon program and is
the 7-2 second choice in a field of six.
Zeron will have his work cut out as far
as winning is concerned on Saturday, with
trainer Ron Burke sporting the inside three
sophomores in the field including the solid
fourth-place finisher in the Meadowlands
Pace, Manhattan Beach. That son of Somebeachsomewhere came from last place and a
dull cover flow at the half to be airborne in
the homestretch. Matt Kakaley drives the
gelding from post one.
Zeron looks to be in a good spot in the first of
two divisions of the Romola Hanover, a Pennsylvania Sire Stakes event for 3-year-old filly
pacers. He’ll guide Call Me Queen Be from

post four in the opener in a race worth $79,480.
“She’s got such great early speed, it’s hard
not to leave with her,” said Zeron, who should
get the trip he desires in the field of but five
fillies.
Call Me Queen Be will renew her rivalry
with Newborn Sassy (post 3). The two last
met in Sire Stakes action at Harrah’s Philadelphia on July 14 with Newborn Sassy posting the upset. Call Me Queen Be has won
seven of 17 lifetime starts with earnings a
shade under $400K.
Just 12 horses were entered for the Adios,
with Max Hempt winner Racing Hill favored
in the first $25,000 elimination heat, race 8 of
15 on the afternoon program with a first post
at 1:00 p.m.

Hambletonian hopefuls line up for Sunday’s Zweig Memorial
By Jay Bergman
With the $1 million Hambletonian just 13
days away, many of the leading candidates
for the sport’s biggest prize will convene
on Vernon Downs Sunday night for the Dr.
Harry M. Zweig Memorial for 3-year-old
trotters. In a year where anyone can win the
top prize, there are still many contenders
and Sunday’s contest may help trainers and
owners better measure their true chances
come the first Saturday in August.
Two horses that had minimal impact as
freshmen in this division are hoping that the
Zweig can reaffirm belief and give them the
confidence to head to the big dance. Trainer
Per Henriksen rightfully believes that Blenheim, a gelding by Yankee Glide, is that type
of horse.
“We’ve been pointing him towards the big
race,” said Henriksen. “He showed plenty of
talent as a 2-year-old but he got sick on us
and we didn’t push him. This year we’ve been
racing him from behind to hopefully get him
to the Hambletonian at his peak.”
Blenheim had finished third in the Goodtimes final and last week took the long way
home once again to finish fourth in a division
of the Stanley Dancer at The Meadowlands.
He’ll be reunited with driver Chris Christoforou on Sunday, but again likely will be
making an overland trip from post eight.
Trainer Erv Miller is another that understands it’s a long journey to get to the
Hambletonian and has a colt in Trolley with
limited starts but plenty of potential. “I definitely think he’s a Hambletonian horse,” said
Miller.
The trainer saw the son of Donato Hanover
finish a solid second in the Beal Memorial
at Pocono on July 2 and off the strength of
those earnings he was able to advance to
this $300,000 contest as opposed to the lower
paying consolations on the same program.
Trolley was making just his sixth career
start in the 1-1/8 mile Dancer at The Meadowlands and driver Marcus Miller elected to
race from well back in the field and accept his
fate. Trolley finished the mile strongly but

Trolley is a Hambletonian contender according to trainer Erv Miller.
came away with just a seventh-place showing.
Trolley and Marcus Miller drew post five
for the Zweig and may get the opportunity to
show some speed again if they choose.
The Zweig is race nine of 14 on the Sunday
night card with a first post of 6:45 p.m. The
coupled entry of Love Matters, Bar Hopping,
Hollywood Highway and Lagerfeld should
get most of the wagering attention. Three of
the four are trained by Jimmy Takter, with
Bar Hopping the standout of the group as
he’s finally getting some post position relief.
With just two wins in 16 lifetime starts,
Bar Hopping drew post three for the Zweig
with Tim Tetrick in the bike. An upsetter
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of Hambletonian favorite Southwind Frank
in an elimination for the Beal, Bar Hopping
finished third from the outside in the final
and then was a solid second in last week’s
Dancer division behind Marion Marauder.
Trainer Julie Miller and driver Andy
Miller appear to have Milligan’s School
pointed in the right direction and the $300K
winning freshman has captured three stakes
events in Pennsylvania this year. A son of
Yankee Glide, Milligan’s School starts from
post four.
It’s a stakes heavy card at Vernon with
the Zweig filly division and NYSS action
for 3-year-old pacing fillies supporting the
program.

