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Remembering the best races of 2017
From Saratoga Raceway in New York to Sovalla Racetrack in Sweden,
we revisit some of the best races from this year

By Greg Reinhart
@gregreinhart
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DIGITAL HARNESS EYE

The curtain has come down on another
Grand Circuit season and it’s now time to look
back at some of the races which sent chills
down our spines in 2017. As with any list, this
is totally subjective, but hopefully somewhere
you’ll find your favorite race, or a race you had
forgotten about and are now reminded how
good it was.
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A “Legend”ary Gerrity

If this was a Thoroughbred list and I
told you the race of the year was at Saratoga,
you’d probably say that figured, but alas this is
the Standardbred side. With that said, harness
racing’s race of the year was at the Saratoga
Harness track – the $260,000 Joe Gerrity Jr.
Memorial for aged pacers.
Contested on July 22 over the half-mile
Saratoga oval, there was action throughout,
with Boston Red Rocks and Somewhere In L
A battling early, then Somewhere In L A and
favored Sintra, who had gotten parked the
route, hooking up through a hot middle-half.
Watching all that from mid-pack was Bit Of
A Legend N and driver Jordan Stratton, and
after getting off the rail in the third quarter,
they would swing four-wide on the final bend
and get up for the 1:50 3/5 win at odds of 15-1.

2017 Gerrity Memorial from Saratoga.
“Going into the race I thought there was
going to be a lot of speed, and between me and
(trainer Peter Tritton), the game plan was just
to sit right to Sintra’s helmet, but when Sintra
kind of sat parked I had to go back to Plan B
and just kind of ride the rail,” recalled Stratton. “It ended up working out.
“I definitely loved what was going on. The
whole time it was kind of up in the air seeing
what was going on. My horse is so handy that
he can do it any way. He can come from behind;
I can start him up and then shut him back down
and then he’ll come back on again. That’s probably his best attribute. When I was stuck on
the rail, I really didn’t know if I was going to
get or not. Then they went a big third quarter
which spread the outside tier out and I ended up
getting out. I was just as shocked as anyone.”
CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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‘EYE’ on the Meadowlands
eçêëÉë=qç=t~íÅÜ=_ó=aÉêáÅâ=dáïåÉê
QUIK PULSE DAISY (7500CLM) was locked in the pocket and never had a
clear shot to stretch her legs.
FIRST BEST (7500CLM) flashed good speed while part of a quick pace,
yielded and came uncovered on the final turn to no avail; tough trip loss.

Saturday, November 19, 2016
_obtpqbo=pjfqe

MEADOWLANDS
POST TIME 7:15 PM
ANALYSIS PAGE 4
PPS PAGE 8

Page 5

Mr. Exotic at Meadowlands
In the 10nd Race Exacta, box TOTALLY DREAMY, NORTHERN PRIZE
and STIMULUS PLAN.
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tfia=pjfib (3rd Race) Trotting gelding will try to get back in the winning
grove against these. He has good early trot and the rail, so with that said, a
favorable trip can have this 6-year-old greet the cameraman for pictures.

SWEET JUSTICE (NW11500) sat last behind a rocky-gaited foe, angled in
the stretch and finished very willingly with no shot; drops next week.
LET HER ROCK (NW5000) showed some signs of life with sneaky late pace
and gets to stay in the same class next time.
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Top 2-year-old pacing colt
Huntsville has won six straight
starts entering Saturday’s rich
Governor’s Cup final at
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with win No. 7 - Page 3
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By Somebeachsomewhere – Sprig Hanover | standing at Sugar Valley Farm – BOOK FULL for 2018

CONTINUED from page 1
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‘Hannelore’ enters the record books

After Always B Miki’s 1:46 world record last year, The Red
Mile was the scene of another amazing performance this year when
Hannelore Hanover trotted a 1:49 2/5 mile, the fastest mile ever by a
mare on October 7 in the Allerage Open Trot. The clocking was only
two-fifths of a second off Sebastian K’s all-age, all-sex mark of 1:49 set
at The Downs at Pocono.

BADLANDS HANOVER
p, 2, 1:50z ($754,772)
Western Hanover-Behave Hanover-Tyler B

DELAWARE’S MOST PROVEN PACING
STALLION RETURNS IN 2018!
Derick Giwner

Hannelore Hanover trotted a world record 1:49 2/5 at the Red
Mile on October 7.

“It was definitely my most special moment in racing, and I’ve owned
horses for 35 years,” said Frank Baldachino, who co-owns the 5-yearold Ron Burke-trained mare. “She came into race in super shape, but
you never know what to expect when Ron pulled her shoes. I never
thought that particular race would go the type of fractions needed,
unless she cut the mile, but when they went down to the half in 53 and
change, I knew she would break 1:50.
“Hannelore is such a special horse. She shows up every race and
competes at the highest level in the sport.”

3

Bold Eagle takes flight

We go overseas for the next race and it was Bold Eagle’s win in
his Elitlopp elimination in Sweden. Parked first-over throughout by
the fast mare Delicious, Bold Eagle powered to the lead at the top of
the stretch and thundered away from the field, winning in a European
record 1:50 flat over the five-eighths mile track.
Even though Bold Eagle flattened out in the final, finishing fourth
to Timoko, his elimination performance certainly stole at least some
of the headlines on that Sunday.

4

Downbytheseaside magical in the Milstein

Fear The Dragon came into the $300,000 Carl Milstein Memorial for 3-year-old colt pacers at Northfield Park with wins in the
North America Cup, Max Hempt and Adios, and when he got to the
half in just 56 seconds, it figured to be game over. Downbytheseaside
had other ideas, though, as he came first-over, paced a huge third
quarter to get next to his Brian Brown stablemate at three-quarters
and then went by in the lane to capture the race in 1:49 3/5.
“A good horse like Fear The Dragon wins that race probably 999 times
out of a thousand,” said Adam Bowden of Diamond Creek Farm, who
co-owns Downbytheseaside with Country Club Acres, Joe Sbrocco, and
Richard Lombardo. “It takes one of those special horses and special
races to be beaten. For him to do what he did that night against Fear
The Dragon on a half-mile track proved that we had made the right call
when we selected him as the one that we wanted to go after.

• Retired from racing as the fastest
2-year-old ever
• Offspring have earned $70,316,892
• Sire of 4 Millionaires on 2 Continents
• Offspring won 50 of 64 Delaware
Standardbred Breeders Fund Finals
• Top 5 stallion for offspring earnings
in the Ontario Sire Stakes for
2012, 2013, 2015 and 2016
• Sire of Sucessful Sires. Son Mr Wiggles
is the sire of Superstar, Wiggle It Jiggleit
• Sire of Delmarvalous who also stands at
Winbak of Delaware
Standing at Winbak Farm of Delaware
Stud Fee: $4,000
All information as of 12/12/17

Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!

®

Garrett Bell, General Manager
155 Yearling Row, Chesapeake City, MD 21915
410.885.3059 / stallions@winbakfarm.com
www.winbakfarm.com / /

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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“At the time Fear The Dragon was the Horse of the Year and to beat
him in a race that he probably shouldn’t have beaten him, it was like,
all right now there’s a crack in the armor. It was the first time he was
able to exploit that. I think it took him beating him in the Milstein to
gain the confidence that it took to do what he did at the end of the year. ”

5

Pure Country wins Breeders Crown Mare Pace

The open mare pace group had several excellent races this year –
the Milton and Lady Liberty also come to mind - but the Breeders Crown
Mare Pace, given the stakes, gets the nod. It was a wild race on a muddy
night at Hoosier, with the field fanned out seven-wide in the stretch at one
point. When the dust settled, Pure Country, who had claimed a Breeders
Crown at 2, gained another one at age 4, stopping the clock in 1:52 1/5 for
driver Mark MacDonald and trainer Jimmy Takter.
“I think if anybody saw or was there live, I was pretty out of control
in the winner’s circle, and about as excited as I’ve ever been for any
race,” said Bowden, whose Diamond Creek operation owns and bred
Pure Country. “I think it was more redemption than anything else for
her. She had the undefeated 2-year-old season when she dominated
the Breeders Crown and had a tough go at it here as a 4-year-old and
was finally starting to come into her own.
“She kind of worked out a relatively good trip in not so good
weather, and to prevail like that over a very even group of horses kind
of stamped her as one of the top mares. She ended up finishing up
in the TVG, and I know the voting hasn’t come out yet, but I would
assume she’ll be one of the top two in the division again.”

6

A “Twister” blows through Yonkers

The $1 million Yonkers International Trot had sort of lacked
a marquee performance since its return to the stakes calendar –
Papagayo E won off a pocket trip the first year and then Resolve dominated on the front last year.
In 2017 it did get a signature effort when Italy’s Twister Bi, trained
by former Chuck Sylvester assistant Jerry Riordan and driven by
Christoffer Erikson, overhauled Resolve from first-over on the way
to three-quarters and then poured it on from there, winning by open
lengths in 2:22 1/5, a new world record by almost two full seconds.

Twister Bi and trainer Jerry Riordan.

7

Derick Giwner

The Ewart delivers again

The 2016 Jim Ewart at Scioto Downs, a showdown between
Always B Miki and Wiggle It Jiggleit, was one of the best races of
last year, and the 2017 edition was also very good. The lead changed
hands at every call and McWicked, driven by Brian Sears, weaved
from outside to inside in the lane to chase down Rockin Ron for a 1:49
3/5 win. Check Six and Boston Red Rocks, who dead-heated for third,
were also right there in the tight finish.
“He was awesome that night,” said Casie Coleman, who trains
McWicked for S S G Stables. “I knew he was going to be good as he
was coming off the start in the final of the Canadian Pacing Derby
where he was locked up solid until last few feet. He came out of that
race razor-sharp.
“I was worried when McWicked was so far back, and then Rockin
Ron opened up on the front-end. Then when Brian went inside instead
of outside, I thought we were racing for second as the leader was so far
up on him, but Brian started to drive on McWicked and he responded
well. He finished up as hard as any horse could’ve finished a mile and
got up in time.”
This list could go on even longer, but those are the races that stand
out to me for 2017. Happy holidays to everybody in harness racing,
and thanks for another great year!

Happy Holidays

Best Wishes for a Prosperous 2018!

Ohio Sires Stakes
www.racingohio.net

77 S. High Street, 18th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215
Kimberly Rinker, OSDF Administrator 614-779-0269 kim.rinker@racing.ohio.gov
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VERY BEST SONS
ROCKNROLL HANOVER

ONE OF THE
OF

A Leading Money-Winning Sire
of 2YO Pacers in 2017
2nd-Highest Leading Sire by Average
Earnings Per Foal (2YO Pacers)

NOW THE SIRE OF A

CHAMPION

LOST IN TIME,
2-YEAR-OLD PACING COLT OF THE YEAR

LOST IN TIME winning the Metro Pace

Rocknroll Hanover – Wichita Hanover
2018 FEE: $5,000

www.DiamondCreekFarm.com

PENNSYLVANIA Phone: 717-638-7100
email: diamondcreek2@gmail.com

Historic winners among 2017 Dan Patch Award recipients
By Ken Weingartner
History-making Pure Country and Manchego, unanimous selections Ariana G and Hannelore Hanover, and money-leader Downbytheseaside were among the 12 horses named 2017 Dan Patch Award
winners Thursday by the U.S. Harness Writers Association.
Pure Country became the
first female pacer in history to
receive Dan Patch honors at
ages 2, 3 and 4. The complete
list of award-winning pacers
is Pure Country (older female),
Downbytheseaside (3-year-old
male), Blazin Britches (3-yearold female) Lost In Time (2-yearold male), Youaremycandygirl
(2-year-old female) and Keystone
Velocity (older male).
Manchego became the first
Derick Giwner Photos
undefeated 2-year-old female (above) Pure Country & Jimmy
trotter to win a Dan Patch Takter. (below) Manchego &
trophy since the category for driver Yannick Gingras.
fillies was created in 1978. In
addition to Manchego, the divisional award-winning trotters are Ariana G (3-year-old
female), Hannelore Hanover
(older female), Fourth Dimension (2-year-old male), What
The Hill (3-year-old male) and
Marion Marauder (older male).
Ariana
G,
Hannelore
Hanover, and Marion Marauder
are repeat winners.
A total of 131 Dan Patch
Award ballots were returned by the U.S. Harness Writers Association’s membership this year.
Dan Patch Award winners will be honored at a banquet Feb. 25 at
Rosen Shingle Creek resort in Orlando, Fla., at which time Trotter,
Pacer, and Horse of the Year will be announced.
Ariana G, one of four Dan Patch Award winners from the stable of
trainer Jimmy Takter, won 12 of 15 races this year and earned $1.12
million for owners Marvin Katz and Al Libfeld, who also bred the
filly. Driven by Yannick Gingras, her victories included the Hambletonian Oaks, Breeders Crown, and Elegantimage Stakes.
Five-year-old Hannelore Hanover, the first repeat winner in the
trotting mare division since Buck I St Pat captured three trophies in
a row from 2008-10, won 10 of 17 races this season and earned $1.04
million. She became the fastest female trotter in history when she
won the Allerage Farms Open Trot in 1:49 2/5 at Lexington’s Red Mile
and was the first mare to beat the boys in the Breeders Crown Open
since Moni Maker in 1998.
Other wins for the Ron Burke-trained Hannelore Hanover included
the Maple Leaf Trot, where she also defeated male rivals, and the
Armbro Flight Stakes. She is owned by the Burke Racing Stable,
Weaver Bruscemi partnership, Frank Baldachino, and J&T Silva
Stables. Gingras was her regular driver.
Marion Marauder, a 4-year-old stallion who was last season’s Trotter of the Year, won three of 10 races this year and earned $769,182 for
owners Marion Jean Wellwood and Devin Keeling. Marion Marauder’s victories included the Hambletonian Maturity and Graduate
Series championship and he was second in the International Trot.
He was trained by the wife-and-husband team of Paula Wellwood and
Mike Keeling and driven by Scott Zeron.
What The Hill, another trotter from the Burke stable, won nine of 18
races this year and earned $948,178 for owners Burke Racing Stable,
Our Horse Cents Stables, J&T Silva Stables, and Deo Volente Farms.
His triumphs included the Breeders Crown and Canadian Trotting
Classic and he concluded his campaign by beating older horses in the
TVG Series championship. He was driven by David Miller.
Manchego was a perfect 12-for-12 this season and earned $873,948
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for owners Black Horse Racing, John Fielding, and Herb Liverman.
Trained by Takter and driven by Gingras, her wins included the
Breeders Crown, Jim Doherty Memorial, and Peaceful Way Stakes.
Fourth Dimension, trained by Marcus Melander for owner Courant
Inc., won eight of 11 races and earned $397,410. His wins included the
Valley Victory Stakes. He was driven by Brian Sears.
All of the winning trotters received at least 78 percent of the vote
with the exception of Marion Marauder, who garnered 53.4 percent as
he outdistanced runner-up Crazy Wow by 31 votes.
Pure Country joined male pacer Jenna’s Beach Boy as the only
pacers in the last 45 years to receive divisional honors at ages 2, 3 and
4. Jenna’s Beach Boy accomplished the feat from 1994-96. The homebred Pure Country won five of 16 races and earned $461,168 for owner
Diamond Creek Racing and trainer Takter. All her wins came in her
final 10 starts, with Mark MacDonald in the sulky, and included the
Breeders Crown, TVG Series championship, and Lady Liberty.
Downbytheseaside finished
his campaign with a four-race
win streak on his way to leading the sport with $1.60 million
in purses. The colt’s victories
included the Messenger Stakes,
Progress Pace, Carl Milstein
Memorial, and Art Rooney
Pace. He was trained by Brian
Brown and owned by Country
Club Acres, Joe Sbrocco, Richard Lombardo, and Diamond
Creek Racing. Chris Page, Brian
Dean Gillette Photo
Sears, and David Miller all Downbytheseaside and driver
guided the horse to stakes wins. Brian Sears.
He received 89.3 percent of
the vote as he outpaced runner-up Fear The Dragon, who also was
trained by Brown.
Youaremycandygirl, history’s fastest 2-year-old female pacer
thanks to her 1:50 mile in a division of the International Stallion
Stakes in Lexington, won nine of 11 races this year and closed the
season with a seven-race win streak. Her victories included the
Breeders Crown, She’s A Great Lady, and Three Diamonds. She
earned $895,615 for owner Bill Donovan, trainer Burke and drivers
Gingras and Louis-Philippe Roy.
Lost In Time, who was trained by Jim Mulinix before heading to
the Takter stable for his final two starts, won five of nine races and
earned $608,112 for owners A Rocknroll Dance Racing, Denny Miller,
William Rufenacht, and Team S Racing Stable. His victories included
the Metro Pace and Governor’s Cup. He was driven by Zeron.
Blazin Britches won the balloting’s closest vote, defeating runner-up
Agent Q by 14 votes among 3-year-old female pacers. Blazin Britches,
trained by Brown for breeder/owner Emerald Highlands Farm, won
11 of 15 races and earned $540,424. Her triumphs included the Breeders Crown, Nadia Lobell, and Shady Daisy. She was driven primarily
by Trace Tetrick, but also scored a stakes victory with David Miller.
In the division for older male pacers, nine horses received at least
one vote, with Keystone Velocity coming out on top by 31 votes over
runner-up Mach It So. The 9-year-old Keystone Velocity won eight
of 22 races and earned $783,442 for owners Allard Racing, Kapildeo
Singh, Earl Hill Jr., and VIP Internet Stable. His victories included the
Ben Franklin Pace and Levy Memorial Series championship. Trained
by Rene Allard, he was driven by Dan Dube and Simon Allard.
Information regarding the Dan Patch Awards banquet is available
at www.ushwa.org. Follow are profiles for the 12 divisional champions.

2-YEAR-OLD MALE TROTTER
Fourth Dimension (103 votes/78.6 percent)
Chapter Seven – Corazon Blue Chip – Muscle Hill
Yearling price: $200,000 under name Seventh Wonder at Lexington Selected
Sale.
Breeders: Ray Schnittker, Steven Arnold, Blue Chip Bloodstock Inc., Arden
CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Visit us online at drf.com/harness

CONTINUED from page 6

Homestead Stable.
Owner: Courant Inc.
Trainer: Marcus Melander. Driver: Brian Sears.
Races: 11-8-1-0. Purses: $397,410. Mark: 1:52.4 at Lexington.
Top wins: $464,650 Valley Victory; $59,400 International Stallion Stakes division.

2-YEAR-OLD FEMALE TROTTER
Manchego (130 votes/99.2 percent)
Muscle Hill – Secret Magic – Cantab Hall
Yearling price: $120,000 under name Whispering Hills at Lexington Selected
Sale.
Breeder: Brittany Farms.
Owners: Black Horse Racing, John Fielding, Herb Liverman.
Trainer: Jimmy Takter. Driver: Yannick Gingras.
Races: 12-12-0-0. Purses: $873,948. Mark: 1:52.4 at Mohawk.
Top wins: $600,000 Breeders Crown; $330,800 Jim Doherty Memorial;
$307,500 Peaceful Way.

3-YEAR-OLD MALE TROTTER
What The Hill (120 votes/91.6 percent)
Muscle Hill – K T Cha Cha – Angus Hall
Yearling price: $65,000 at Lexington Selected Sale.
Breeder: Stan Klemencic.
Owners: Burke Racing Stable, Our Horse Cents Stables, J&T Silva Stables,
Deo Volente Farms.
Trainer: Ron Burke. Driver: David Miller.
Races: 18-9-1-2. Purses: $948,178. Mark: 1:51.4 at Mohawk.
Top wins: $560,880 Canadian Trotting Classic; $527,500 Breeders Crown;
$350,000 TVG Championship.

3-YEAR-OLD FEMALE TROTTER
Ariana G (131 votes/100 percent)
Muscle Hill – Cantab It All – Cantab Hall
Yearling price: Homebred.
Breeders: Marvin Katz, Al Libfeld.
Owners: Marvin Katz, Al Libfeld.
Trainer: Jimmy Takter. Driver: Yannick Gingras.
Races: 15-12-2-1. Purses: $1.12 million. Mark: 1:51.1 at Meadowlands.
Top wins: $500,000 Breeders Crown; $500,000 Hambletonian Oaks; $315,700
Elegantimage.

OLDER MALE TROTTER
Marion Marauder (70 votes/53.4 percent)
Muscle Hill – Spellbound Hanover – Donerail
Yearling price: $37,000 under name Marion Monopoly at Lexington Selected
Sale.
Breeder: William Mulligan.
Owners: Marion Jean Wellwood, Devin Keeling.
Trainers: Mike Keeling, Paula Wellwood. Driver: Scott Zeron.
Races: 10-3-3-2. Purses: $769,182. Mark: 1:51.2 at Meadowlands.
Top wins: $458,750 Hambletonian Maturity; $240,000 Graduate Championship.

OLDER FEMALE TROTTER
Hannelore Hanover (131 votes/100 percent)
Swan For All – High Sobriety – Dream Vacation
Yearling price: $32,000 at Standardbred Horse Sale.
Breeder: Hanover Shoe Farms.
Owners: Burke Racing Stable, Weaver Bruscemi partnership, Frank Baldachino, J&T Silva Stables.
Trainer: Ron Burke. Driver: Yannick Gingras.
Races: 17-10-5-0. Purses: $1.04 million. Mark: 1:49.2 (world record) at Lexington.
Top wins: $526,250 Breeders Crown Open; $486,260 Maple Leaf Trot;
$184,690 Armbro Flight.
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2-YEAR-OLD MALE PACER
Lost In Time (96 votes/73.2 percent)
A Rocknroll Dance – Summer Mystery – Artiscape
Yearling price: $47,000 at Lexington Selected Sale.
Breeder: Diamond Creek Farm.
Owners: A Rocknroll Dance Racing, Denny Miller, William Rufenacht, Team S
Racing Stable.
Trainers: Jim Mulinix, Jimmy Takter. Driver: Scott Zeron.
Races: 9-5-2-0. Purses: $608,112. Mark: 1:50.1 at Mohawk.
Top wins: $660,960 Metro Pace; $411,700 Governor’s Cup; $58,000 International Stallion Stakes division.

2-YEAR-OLD FEMALE PACER
Youaremycandygirl (128 votes/97.7 percent)
American Ideal – Sweet Lady Jane – Somebeachsomewhere
Yearling price: $150,000 at Standardbred Horse Sale.
Breeder: Birnam Wood Farms.
Owner: W J (Bill) Donovan.
Trainer: Ron Burke. Drivers: Yannick Gingras, Louis Roy.
Races: 11-9-0-0. Purses: $895,615. Mark: 1:50 (world record) at Lexington.
Top wins: $600,000 Breeders Crown; $405,000 She’s A Great Lady; $381,200
Three Diamonds.

3-YEAR-OLD MALE PACER
Downbytheseaside (117 votes/89.3 percent)
Somebeachsomewhere – Sprig Hanover – Allamerican Native
Yearling price: $65,000 under name Beach Blue Chip at Lexington Selected Sale.
Breeders: Blue Chip Farms, Janet Seltzer, Jeffrey Scott Rabinowitz, Jordan
Farkas, Robert Wood.
Owners: Country Club Acres, Joe Sbrocco, Richard Lombardo, Diamond
Creek Racing.
Trainer: Brian Brown. Drivers: Chris Page, Brian Sears, David Miller.
Races: 22-14-2-3. Purses: $1.60 million. Mark: 1:48.3 at Dover Downs.
Top wins: $500,000 Messenger; $308,060 Progress; $300,000 Carl Milstein
Memorial; $300,000 Art Rooney Pace.

3-YEAR-OLD FEMALE PACER
Blazin Britches (66 votes/50.3 percent)
Rock N Roll Heaven – Soggy Britches – Allamerican Ingot
Yearling price: Homebred.
Breeder: Emerald Highlands Farm.
Owner: Emerald Highlands Farm.
Trainer: Brian Brown. Drivers: Trace Tetrick, David Miller.
Races: 15-11-2-0. Purses: $540,424. Mark: 1:48.4 at Meadowlands.
Top wins: $500,000 Breeders Crown; $160,000 Nadia Lobell

OLDER MALE PACER
Keystone Velocity (65 votes/49.6 percent)
Western Hanover – Venus Killean – Run The Table
Yearling price: $3,000 at Standardbred Horse Sale.
Breeder: George Hempt.
Owners: Allard Racing, Kapildeo Singh, Earl Hill Jr., VIP Internet Stable.
Trainer: Rene Allard. Drivers: Dan Dube, Simon Allard.
Races: 22-8-3-1. Purses: $783,442. Mark: 1:47.3 at Rosecroft.
Top wins: $529,000 Levy Championship; $500,000 Ben Franklin; $100,000
Potomac Pace.

OLDER FEMALE PACER
Pure Country (121 votes/92.3 percent)
Somebeachsomewhere – Western Montana – Western Hanover
Yearling price: Homebred.
Breeder: Diamond Creek Farm.
Owner: Diamond Creek Racing.
Trainer: Jimmy Takter. Driver: Mark MacDonald.
Races: 16-5-3-1. Purses: $461,168. Mark: 1:48 (Q) at Meadowlands.
Top wins: $250,000 Breeders Crown; $200,400 Lady Liberty; $175,000 TVG
Championship.
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2-Year-Old Colt Trot

1-Northfield Park
2-Scioto Downs
3-Northfield Park
4-Scioto Downs

Mon, July 2
Fri, July 20
Mon, Aug 6
Tues, Aug 28

3-Year-Old Colt Trot

1-Miami Valley
2-Scioto Downs
3-Northfield Park
4-Scioto Downs

Sun, May 6
Fri, June 15
Mon, July 9
Fri, Aug 24

2-Year-Old Colt Pace
1-Scioto Downs
Wed, July 4
2-Northfield Park
Mon, July 16
3-Scioto Downs
Fri, Aug 10
4-Northfield Park
Mon, Aug 27

3-Year-Old Colt Pace
1-Miami Valley
Sun, May 6
2-Scioto Downs
Sat, June 9
3-Northfield Park
Sat, July 7
4-Scioto Downs
Sat, Aug 18

2-Year-Old Filly Trot
1-Northfield Park
Tues, July 3
2-Scioto Downs
Fri, July 20
3-Northfield Park
Mon, Aug 6
4-Scioto Downs
Tues, Aug 28

3-Year-Old Filly Trot
1-Miami Valley
Fri, May 4
2-Northfield Park
Mon, June 11
3-Scioto Downs
Fri, July 13
4-Northfield Park
Mon, Aug 20

2-Year-Old Filly Pace
1-Scioto Downs
Fri, July 6
2-Northfield Park
Tues, July 17
3-Scioto Downs
Fri, Aug 10
4-Northfield Park
Mon, Aug 27

3-Year-Old Filly Pace
1-Miami Valley
Fri, May 4
2-Northfield Park
Sat, June 2
3-Scioto Downs
Sat, July 14
4-Northfield Park
Sat, Aug 11

$275,000 Championships

Saturday, September 8 at Scioto Downs

Ohio Sires Stakes

Kimberly Rinker, OSDF Administrator
77 South High Street, 18th Floor, Columbus, Ohio 43215
kim.rinker@racing.ohio.gov 614-779-0269

www.racingohio.net

$60,000 Consolations

Saturday, October 13 at Northfield Park

Holiday wish list for 2018
jaywalking
By Jay Bergman

BergmanJay

With Christmas rapidly approaching, I have compiled a wish list for
the items I would like to see, if not by December 25, then hopefully in
the New Year.
It should come as no surprise that I want all passing lanes permanently shuttered so that traffic can start building on racetracks
throughout the land before the home stretch. The thought of horses
sitting fifth, sixth and beyond needing to be the sacrificial lambs is a
turn-off that needs to be turned off.
I wish we could stop the overflow of prohibitively short-priced favorites. I don’t want us to lose an audience that like playing favorites,
but I would want those people to get a bit more than 20 cents on their
dollar so that they can come back and at least make a full wager. The
thought of multiple race wagers that return sub-$10 prices is cringeworthy and unfortunately there have been too many.
I wish racing secretaries could become more creative. Is it that hard
to change the face of racing by revising conditions to make certain
races are not programmed for the betting public that are guaranteed
at the draw to be boring and shall we say decidedly one-sided?
I wish that those able to orchestrate a condition sheet would find the
wisdom to understand that horses dropping in class are generally those
that will become the next odds-on favorites. I wish that in the New Year
and beyond, those directing the condition sheet put in an addendum or
two that forces all horses dropping in class to draw outside posts with
no exceptions. It hardly seems American that failure to try for a few
races in a row should be rewarded with an easier race and an inside
draw as well. I’d be happy if they got an easier field, but why should the
betting public and those interested in competition be forced to swallow
a boring race with a 2-5 favorite and no movement?
CONTINUED ON PAGE 10

Did you ever want to know more than just the statistics of your
favorite trainers and drivers? Derick Giwner took to the backstretch to ask them some more unorthodox questions.

Trainer Jimmy Takter
What is your favorite track to race at?

Meadowlands

What kind of car do you drive?

BMW 725i

Do you have children? How old?

Yes, 4 from 26-36

Pick one: Chicken, Beef or Pasta?

Beef

Pick one: Cake, Cookies or Candy?

Cookies

When you leave the track, are the races
still on your mind?
Yes, most of the time.

What is the longest time you’ve sat in
traffic trying to get to a track?
Pocono. I had to turn around. I missed the
races.

How often do you check the entries after the draw to see
if your horse got in or if you are listed to drive?
Every day.

Other than you, who is the best trainer in the sport?
Ron Burke.

Who is your best friend on the backstretch?
My wife.

If you are going to grab a drink after the races, which
horseperson would you want to hang out with?
Most of the time Yannick (Gingras), but could be any of the guys
on a private plane home.

Who are you watching the Super Bowl with?
I watch with different people every year.

What is your favorite sport? Team?
Harness Racing.

What is one thing about you most
fans/bettors don’t know?
I’m pretty much an open book. A lot of people think that I am
arrogant, but I have a lot of things on my mind and I’m not an
arrogant guy.

What is one word that describes harness racing for you?
Opportunities.
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Bergman: Wishes for much in
the coming weeks/months
CONTINUED from page 9

I wish that more of our betting races looked similar to the ones we
are currently exporting to France on some given Sundays. Adding a
quarter-mile to the distance and a few extra horses to the field has
managed to give Yonkers an increased handle with win pools that
have swelled to 20 times the norm for overnight events. I wish we
could have more pacing races at a longer distance and more horses
where at least 50 percent of the field is guaranteed NOT to get a check.
I wish those in power could see that the sport would be just fine without “participation awards.”
I wish our sport and those who participate in it would be more open
to the larger population. I wish the acts and antics of Simon Allard
would be more appreciated in the coming years. A driver that reveals
a Superman outfit after a race, points a finger at the competition, or
most recently puts his arm behind his head to appear to be dozing
off while jogging to victory, has a personality and a pulse. I wish this
industry had more people with character that were willing to display
it to the public.
I wish we could see more Invitationals carded by astute racing
secretaries that offer the purses and promise of continuous action
like we saw this season in the Spirit of Massachusetts, the Gerrity
and the Dan Rooney.
I wish that horses like Wiggle It Jiggleit and Freaky Feet Pete will
return again to the prominence and at times dominance they had
exhibited through their careers prior to 2017.
I hope that Instant Racing is the near-term fix to all that has seen
New Jersey drop to its current level. I wish that loyal horsemen
who have accepted their fate and continued to persevere within the
Garden State could be lifted up by a single act and not be forced to
wander aimlessly in search of promises that may never be realized.
I wish good fortune to the retiring sophomores Downbytheseaside
and Fear The Dragon, a pair that came to play each and every week
and did so for two consecutive years. They trained and raced hard and
certainly after two full seasons deserve a fitting new career chosen
for them. I wish them two large families that can fill their hooves on
the racetrack.
I wish trainer Brian Brown has an uneventful winter in Florida
and returns in 2018 with the undefeated Done Well to take half the
place left behind by his premier pair from 2017.
I wish that trainer Jimmy Takter might reconsider a planned
retirement. It’s hard to fathom such a fierce competitor that showed
up in the snow on Saturday, December 9 at The Meadowlands to win a
race with the aptly named Not Afraid, would step aside. Here’s hoping
that Takter’s fillies Manchego and Ariana G go on to greater success
in 2018 and force Takter to re-think his next move.
I wish that the word trainer, at least when it appears on a racing
program, would actually mean the person that sits behind the horse
during the week. Perhaps the word stable would be a better generic
term to describe what has become more commonplace and apparently
acceptable.
And as a final wish, and I’m not so sure Santa is listening, but I
would like to see a bet that would let the player have “insurance” on
certain wagers, allowing for a refund should the horse break stride
in the mile. I find it one of the most perplexing parts of wagering on
this sport and there has to be a way for bettors to mitigate the risk
in some fashion. In blackjack players are entitled to buy insurance if
the dealer’s face card is an Ace. Is it too much to ask of Santa or some
group with an even higher authority to give the bettor a chance to get
a refund?
Good health, Peace and Prosperity to All.

Asked & Answered
By Ryan Macedonio

@Trotcast

Bode Miller could revolutionize
the way horses are trained
I want one thing for Festivus. I want Bode Miller to break horse
racing and cripple its foundation. Let’s rewind for a minute.
World Champion and Olympic Gold Medalist Bode Miller has
dived into horse racing! He’s built himself a farm and training
facility, and he’s been very vocal about his experiences, both
positive and negative, in the industry. There are a number of
interviews and videos, start with this one.
Now that you’re caught up, I want Bode to prove to everyone
that our current licensing and training system is elementary
compared to what an elite, Olympic level athlete has to go through
when training. He himself already thinks it’s a joke, which is why
he’s investing so much into the sport, capitalizing on an industry
that has blanketed itself from real athletic training. Trainers
aren’t actually knowledgeable in kinesiology, nutrition, exercise
science and anatomy. I’ve said this many, many times before and
I hope that Bode Miller’s stable absolutely destroys every other
training regimen over the next 10 years.
Imagine if he wins the Kentucky Derby. He will be interviewed
by everyone and the first thing he will say is, “This sport was a
joke and I proved it. I wasn’t a lifelong horseman. I was one of
the best athletes in the world and laughed at the ridiculousness
of how these people trained their supposed equine athletes.”
Millions will see it and laugh at us collectively. Maybe then we’ll
actually put into place some changes that need to happen!
Or maybe we can change things now before he makes a mockery of this sport. We can implement more education and more
legitimacy so that people could feel confident in investing. Sure,
Bode will have some bumps in the road and he won’t win every
race, but are you going to bet against an athlete who was in peak
physical condition and hit the top of his sport by doing training
routines that most of us couldn’t even fathom?
Bode’s going to implement all of those little details into how
a horse SHOULD be trained. Most trainers will say that you
can over-train and cause injury. Bode will laugh at you, right in
your face! He trained 60 hours each week! How many hours do
our horses train? Maybe 4-5 each week? Bode consumed exactly
the measured right amount of food, along with the type of food
(protein, carbs, fat, etc) at the specific time so that his body could
maximize its efficiency for performance and repair. Our horses
get a few scoops of feed a few times each day, with some supplements. Tell me I’m wrong, go ahead.
My money is on Bode!

$200 FREE BET
NO DEPOSIT REQUIRED!

DRF.COM/JOIN

Use Promo Code FREEBET03
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Time to reach out and grab the new customers we desire
EDITOR’S EYE
By Derick Giwner

@harnesseyeguy

Inspiration can arrive at any moment. While watching CBS Sunday
Morning (an excellent show for those that haven’t tried it) there was a
segment about a ‘Secret Santa’ who roams the United States and gives
out $100 bills to random people in the spirit of the holiday to make
their lives just a bit easier.
My mind quickly shifted to Harness Racing, because let’s face it, I
think about the sport nearly non-stop in one form or another. What if
drivers and trainers randomly roamed the grandstand in the racing
nights leading up to the holiday to hand out $20-$50 betting vouchers
to the people?
Yeah, tracks typically have some giveaways around the holidays, but
this would be different. Now you have a regular ‘Joe” who happened
to visit the track that night getting a personal interaction with one of
the stars of the sport. Maybe he goes home and tells a friend that he
was simply walking around the grandstand and Yannick Gingras or
Jimmy Takter came up to him dressed in his colors and handed him a
betting voucher. How cool is that?
Each driver/trainer could take a race or two off that night so he/
she can roam the track apron or restaurant. Talk to the people; share
a laugh. It’s all about creating goodwill and removing the barriers
between the grandstand and the paddock.
Another idea is to have a ‘kid’s night’ at the track, and it doesn’t have
to be during the holidays. Advertise that all kids in attendance get a
free toy. Maybe you could section off an area of the track and show a
kids movie to occupy them while the parents watch some races. Then
you halt the races after the movie, about halfway through the card,
and have the top drivers and trainers come from the paddock to hand
out the toys to the kids and meet the parents.

You want a younger audience and new fans? I just provided an easy
way to give a group of kids a positive experience at the track.
Getting back to the original idea of handing out vouchers, why can’t
we extend the concept of horsemen interaction to a broader audience?
What if we took Yannick Gingras, Tim Tetrick, Jason Bartlett, Jimmy
Takter, Ron Burke, and others to Times Square in their colors? We
coordinate with the state to set up a booth with a big screen showing
harness racing and the horsemen chat with the crowd and give out
free gift cards and mystery vouchers for Yonkers and/or The Meadowlands.
This could work in any city center around a track. Trace Tetrick
and Ricky Macomber Jr. could do something in a local mall in Anderson, Indiana. Or maybe they go to Indianapolis? Sure, it would cost
a handful of horsemen some personal time, but isn’t it worth it to
increase exposure for the sport?
If there is one thing I’ve learned over the last 20 years, it is that
people who know nothing about horse racing are generally intrigued
when I mention what I do for a living. They want to hear more about
it and always remark how interesting my job must be. With that in
mind, maybe it is time we stop waiting for the people to show up at the
track, because they aren’t coming on their own, and start bringing a
piece of the track to the people. Let’s pique their curiosity by showing
up where they don’t expect it and wow them with stories about the
why racing is great.
Public speaking isn’t for everyone, but I’m certain if you stick
Yannick Gingras or Corey Callahan in Times Square, they will talk
at least a few people into showing up at the track. Even better, maybe
part of the lure is that people get to spend a night at the races with the
horsemen they spoke to on the street. That driver or trainer has to
take the night off to spend it with their new “friends” and potential
future customers.
It’s all about creating relationships. You can’t meet people if you
never leave your house and you can’t get a job without going on an
interview. We aren’t getting more customers hanging out at the track.
Let’s go find them!

Season’s Greetings

and best wishes to all for a Happy New Year!
JOHN CAMPBELL

MOIRA FANNING

President & Chief Executive Oﬃcer

Chief Operating Oﬃcer

TOM CHARTERS

MARY LOU DONDARSKI

Executive Vice President

Oﬃce Manager

DAVID JANES

ANNELI SVENSSON

Stakes Manager

Stakes Assistant

2018 Events:
Saturday, October 27

Saturday, August 4
$1.2 Million Hambletonian
at e Meadowlands

All 12 Breeders Crown Events
at e Downs at Mohegan Sun Pocono

THE HAMBLETONIAN SOCIETY & BREEDERS CROwN
®

109 South Main Street, Suite 18, Cranbury, NJ 08512-3174
609-371-2211 • www.hambletonian.com
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It’s Time to Breed for

Hoosier Horsepower!
It’s no coincidence that in 2017,
3 Breeders Crown Champions
are Indiana-sired horses.
Don’t you think it’s time
to take your program
to the next level?
Program offers:
HANNELORE
HANOVER

• Over $14 million
annually in purses.

2-time Breeders Crown
Champion
Current world record holder
for fastest mile
trotted by a mare: 1:49 2/5
Photo by Dean Gillette

• Lucrative Sire Stakes over $8 million
in purses.
La
• Late-closing
series.
• Overnight racing
opportunities.
• Indiana-sired
fair circuit
program.

Make it easy!

If your horse is Indiana-sired, you’re already in our Sire Stakes program.
There are no sustaining payments - just one easy nomination payment
each year you’re going to race.

in.gov/hrc/sb.htm
IndianaStandardbred

@INStandardbred

@INhorseracing

Harness Racing and Christmas have a strong history together
CONFESSIONS
By Keith Gisser
Merry Christmas! I’m Jewish, but I don’t get offended when someone
says Merry Christmas. It’s the thought that counts. I love this season.
I listen to Christmas music pretty much non-stop and I celebrate the
holiday the way most Jews do – with a movie and Chinese food. Heck,
I even played Santa Claus at Northfield Park for several years. More
about that later. But I long for the old days, when my celebration used
to start on Christmas Eve. Not the night of, but the day of.
By old days, I am talking about the days when Monticello raced on
the afternoon of December 24. Northfield was pretty dead with half of
the employees taking the entire day off. I would work for a few hours
and then head out to the simulcast area to handicap and play the Monti
card. The pools were small, even though it was the only harness show
in town. A $20 win bet moved the board. I always cashed a few tickets
and it seemed one or two longshots always came in. The biggest question was whether snow in the Catskills would cancel the race card. I
usually made enough money to cover the next day’s movie, popcorn
and Chinese buffet. Almost always a buffet, rarely a sit down, “One
from Column A and two from Column B, family style meal.” This
year, it looks like only Gulfstream Park is offering Christmas Eve
racing and I just don’t enjoy the runners enough to make a trip to the
simulcast parlor.
Christmas songs and movies always get me in the holiday mood and
a surprising number have harness racing references. I have written
before about the Standardbreds used in the filming of Holiday Inn and
White Christmas. “Jingle Bells” features a Standardbred and even
discusses an appropriate time for the mile in the fourth verse. “Just
get a bobtailed bay. Two forty as his speed. Hitch him to an open sleigh.
And crack, you’ll take the lead.” I don’t think you’ll be taking the lead
at a 2:40 pace these days, but at least you won’t get fined for illegal use
of the whip as composer Leroy Anderson would have in “Sleigh Ride.”
Anderson started working on that song in 1946 and finished in 1948.
It was first performed by the Boston Pops and the legendary Arthur
Fiedler was the one who decided a percussionist should crack a real
whip during the song. Lyrics were not added until 1950. Although
“Sleigh Ride”, with its trumpet doing a horse whinny at the end, has
been named the most popular Christmas song ever written repeatedly by the American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers
(ASCAP), it does not actually mention Christmas at all. For an interesting take on the song, check out this recording by Relient K.
We have had three Santa Clauses registered with the USTA, but two
of those horses were foaled before 1900. We have also had Santaclausiscoming and Santa Claude, which sounds like it should be the title
of a BIlly Bob Thornton movie. The pacer Santa Claude actually won
17 races and banked over $165,000. That’s a lot better than the 1964
foal Chanukah Rocket, who never made it to the races. Neither did
Hanukah Bush, a son of Trim The Tree.
Getting back to Monticello, how can I forget Thenitebeforexmas,
who competed on those Christmas Eve cards in 1993 and 1994, finishing third and fourth respectively. The daughter of Niatross out of a
Most Happy Fella mare never broke 2:00 and earned under $50,000,
but once a year she was the star of the show in the Catskills.
I worked part-time at Northfield Park from 1995-2000 and full-time
from 2001-2011. I am not sure how many years I played Santa for the
track’s Santa Sack giveaway, but on two occasions, I actually arrived
by horse. Leaving from the paddock in full Santa gear, I did a lap and
a half of the track, carrying a sack of candy canes. I would arrive in
the winner’s circle to be mugged by dozens of kids. It was a lot of fun.
But it was a logistical nightmare. First, Bud Teeters, our Presiding
Judge at the time, threatened to fine me if I didn’t wear a helmet. Seriously. Santa doesn’t wear a helmet, but I would have to. Solution? Buy
two cheap Santa hats, cut them apart and sew them together so they
fit over the helmet. One year, it was nearly sixty degrees and pretty
enjoyable. Another it was 20 and snowing. And wearing the full
beard, my breath was directed upwards, causing my goggles to fog.
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He may Jewish, but Keith Gisser makes for a great Santa Claus.

So they came off. In future years, I wore safety glasses and eliminated
that problem.
Even tougher was trying to do my TV segments. Because we were
doing prize drawings before each race, we were downstairs in the
sports bar, not in the studio. We used portable lighting, which got
very hot with the Santa suit on. Back then I needed more artificial
padding than I do today, which added to the heat. Then there was
that stupid beard, which made it impossible to hear anything but my
muffled voice through the microphone. We fixed that with a lapel mic
under the beard, but it had to be unplugged every time I left the area.
A couple of times, we forgot to plug it back in. Despite all of that, playing Santa for Santa Sack was one of my most enjoyable things I did
at Northfield. Seeing the kids light up and even seeing some of the
gamblers get excited when they won a television or a computer. I need
to find a Santa gig for 2018. Any racetracks hiring?
That’s it for this month. Merry Gissmas, err, Christmas, Happy
Holidays and best wishes for a peaceful, healthy and prosperous 2018.
See you next month. Now go cash. Maybe at Monticello?

1:47.4 WORLD CHAMPION
®

BOLT THE DUER
p, 2, 1:51; 3, 1:47.4f ($1,828,995)
Ponder-Wonderbolt-Artsplace
• Set World Record 1:47.4 winning the Adios
• Oldest foals are yearlings in 2018
Standing at Winbak of NY for $4,000
Dedicated to Putting You in the Winner’s Circle!
Noelle Duspiva, Winbak of NY Manager
845.778.5421 / stallions@winbakfarm.com
www.winbakfarm.com / /
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Cammie Haughton seeking to revive Yonkers Raceway
By Jay Bergman
As the new Director of Racing for Yonkers Raceway, Robert
“Cammie” Haughton has been pulled in many directions with players on both sides of the fence looking for his time with their input.
To those people, Haughton has given the proverbial “slow down”
to expectations while at the same time he has shown an incredible
enthusiasm for the task of turning the track’s performance around.
“We’ve got to do a better job with the production,” Haughton said.
“I had a meeting with the drivers this past Saturday (12/16) and that
was the message.”
Haughton has been given full authority to act on the entire racing
side of the Empire City Casino business and as part of that he’s taken
a serious look at the actual races.
“They’ve been on autopilot here for a long time,” Haughton said.
“I’ve spent the last six weeks watching each and every race at the
track.”
Haughton’s first observation was that the track needs to be more
aware of when its races are run. “There were so many times we’re
right on top of Meadowlands post time,” Haughton said. “That’s not
going to happen.” Indeed, Haughton plans to be watching multiple
signals on a nightly basis and in response won’t let Yonkers races get
lost in the shuffle.
While near-term plans are for closing down the passing lane, a
determination for that needs to be certified by the Racing Board. In
the mean time, Haughton has his own ideas of some changes that may
appear minor but could provide an influential change. “I spoke with
Andy (Toscano, the Starter at Yonkers). He’s a former horseman just
like I am. I told him he has to slow the car down and only accelerate at
the start,” Haughton said. “The car has been moving too fast and that
works against the outside horses.”
A slower starting gate with all eight horses on it would be a better
test of actual quickness of each horse. When the gate is moving at
near full racing speed, acceleration plays less of a role at the outset.
Haughton certainly hopes that the elimination of the passing
lane, when it happens, will help shake up racing that he classified as
“boring.”
The main focus for Haughton would appear to be on the signal that
Yonkers is sending out. Because of that he’s asked for a camera to be
returned to the winner’s circle. “I think it’s vital to have a camera in
the winner’s circle,” said Haughton. “We need to get more close-up
pictures of the horses and the drivers.”
Haughton has seen the camera work at other tracks and recognizes
that in many ways Yonkers has not capitalized on its production.
“There’s a lot of young guys working in the television department,”
Haughton said. “I’ve got to show them what we need to do in order to
put out a more inviting product.”
One of the things Haughton already has in mind is for the horses
to actually post parade earlier and then give the horseplayers more
close-up detail of each horse. “I think it’s silly for the horses to be on
the track just four minutes before post,” said Haughton. “I’m going to
have them out there earlier and give the public a chance to see them
up close.”
Haughton wouldn’t speculate whether a slanted starting gate would
be in the future for Yonkers. “We’ve looked at the one used at Harrah’s
Philadelphia. I’m not sure with our banked turns and the half-mile
track whether it can have the same impact,” Haughton said.
For Haughton, a former presiding judge, the move to Director of
Racing gives him enormous authority and he plans to use as much as
he can. “I’m grateful to Mr. Rooney for giving me the opportunity,”
Haughton said. “COO Bob Galterio has also been supportive giving
me the tools to help turn the racing side of the business around.”
That authority is going to be measured when Haughton asks for
more action on the racetrack. “I’ve already told the drivers that if I’m
not happy with their performance I’m going to send them home,” said
Haughton as an early warning of his high expectations.
“I think there are so many facets that need to be worked on,” said
Haughton. “It’s not going to happen overnight.”
On the subject of revising the condition sheet, Haughton suggested
that it would be something that he would be looking into at some point
in the future. “We’ve got a lot to do first,” Haughton said. “But yes,
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New Director of Racing Cammie Haughton will do whatever it
takes to put Yonkers Raceway on top, including leading the post
parade for the Yonkers International Trot.

we’re going to look at it.”
Haughton knows that he’s going to have to work with the horsemen
to accomplish changes and see handle move in a positive direction.
“I’m going to be going to New Hampshire to spend Christmas with my
mom (Dotty),” Haughton said. “She’s 86 now. But when I come back I
plan on sitting down with Alex Dadoyan (Executive Director for the
Standardbred Owners Association of New York). I know he’s got some
ideas on things we can do a better job at.”
Approaching 60 years of age, Haughton brings a name to the job that
spans the brightest years the sport has ever known. He is passionate
about doing everything and anything to help revive the racing product and understands the importance of his task.
“We’ve got to put on a better production,” Haughton said. “The drivers are a big part of that.”
Haughton is starting with the small details, like asking the drivers
to smile in the winner’s circle. It is hard to ask those witnessing the
races to think racing is stimulating when those participating minimize the enthusiasm of victory.
Haughton’s memory is long enough to know what a filled grandstand once looked like. He’s realistic to see that the future may not
mean a packed on-track house. At the same time, he’s going to work
with intensity to see the best production values envelop the Yonkers
races on a nightly basis.
“It’s hard for me to accept tracks like Northfield and Pompano outhandling us on Saturday nights,” said Haughton of the racetracks
with a far lower purse structure. “That has to change.”

Whatever holiday you celebrate . . .
we wish you joy,
good health and
Winning wagers!

DRF Harness Team
Visit us online at drf.com/harness

Coloring the Harness world white
By Derick Giwner

News Briefs
Bartlett, Banca named top horsemen at Yonkers

Irving Berlin and Bing Crosby may have been dreaming of a ‘white
christmas’ but as winter takes hold of North America, owner Tristan
Sjoberg is dreaming of white horses.
Already part of the ownership group of the white pacer White Bliss,
a 5-year-old by Art Major, Sjoberg is bringing another white horse
stateside in the hopes of infusing more color into the standardbred
population.
Via Lattea, a 3-year-old Italian born filly by Gruccione Jet, a son of
Pine Chip, was expected to arrive in the United States on Wednesday
(12/20) and head to the Ake Svanstedt barn. She has only six starts to
her credit thus far due to minor injuries, with a third and a fourth as
her best finishes to date.

The B’s had it in Westchester 2017, with Jason Bartlett and
Richard Banca winning Yonkers Raceway’s driver and trainer
titles, respectively.
The 235-program season (three postponements), which
concluded this past Sunday (Dec. 17), saw Bartlett roll along to a
seventh local title.
The 36-year-old Bartlett, originally from Augusta, ME, was
both the winningest (542) and busiest (2,635) driver, winning at
a 22.9-percent clip. His $10.4 million in purses also led the list.

Read More
Records set in handle, purses at Batavia
The 2017 Batavia Downs summer-fall meet that ended on
Saturday (Dec. 16) left track management feeling good after
setting records for total betting and purse money paid out during
the year.
The track’s export signal drew an increased handle of 15.9%
over 2016 and total betting was up 8.1% (over $600,000) with 17
fewer races than last year. That produced $8.2 million dollars
wagered on the live harness racing product which was the most
ever handled at Batavia Downs during a meet since Western
Regional OTB purchased and reopened the track in 2002.

Read More
USHWA changes format for Horse of the Year

Derick Giwner

White Bliss was recently third in an overnight race at Freehold.
He is the first white standardbred produced by two bays in North
America since 1998.

“The plan is to ultimately breed her to White Bliss, but as his sperm
is not of sufficient quality to freeze it was a question of either shipping her to him or him to her,” said Sjoberg as to the reason for Via
Lattea’s arrival in the U.S. from Sweden. “As both are planned to race
in 2018 and there is no pacing in Sweden, it made more sense to ship
Via Lattea to New Jersey rather than the other way around. I will
most likely retire her from racing at the end of the next season, i.e.
this time next year.”
While White Bliss has been somewhat unsuccessful on the track,
with just 3 wins from 40 career starts, the publicity alone of having a
white horse on the track has increased exposure for the sport and a
few more could similarly pique the public’s interest.
Bringing together two white horses to breed would logically
increase the chances of producing a white foal and that of course is
what Sjoberg, who owns White Bliss as part of Knutsson Trotting
along with Asa Sjoberg, is hoping for.
“I have been told by the geneticist in Europe that as neither White
Bliss or Via Lattea are mutations (or Albinos) but rather the results of
random pairing of genes that resulted in the white color being dominant, the chances are up to 25% that they will produce white foals,”
said Sjoberg. “So, the objective here is clearly to produce more white
horses! She has to be in quarantine for two weeks, so I expect her to
qualify in early March sometime as she is in racing good condition
right now but will need some time to acclimatise to her new ‘home’.”
The pairing is in interesting one not only because of the color similarities but because White Bliss is a pacer while Via Lattea is a trotter. The most famous recent mixed breed success was trotter Googoo
Gaagaa, who earned over $650,000 and won in 1:50 4/5 despite being a
combination of a pacing sire and a trotting mare.
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There has been one major change made to the format of the
announcements of this year’s winners by the United States
Harness Writers Association (USHWA) voting process.
The process this year will have the pacer, trotter and horse of
the year announced at the conclusion of the Dan Patch Awards
Banquet that will be held at the Rosen Shingle Creek Resort
in Orlando, Florida on Sunday. February 25. There will be no
advance release of these three winners.

Read More
Post time and wagering changes starting Friday
Post time for the Meadowlands will move to 6:35 P.M. starting
this Friday, December 22 and continue through February 24, 2018.
“Our entry box is overflowing and to accommodate the horsemen we are going to move post time to 6:35 p.m.,” said General
Manager & COO, Jason Settlemoir. “We will card 10 races next
Thursday, December 28 and will be carding 14 races on Friday
and Saturday nights, which gives the horsemen additional opportunities to race their horses through the winter.”

Read More
Finalists announced for 2017 O’Brien Awards
On Wednesday, December 20, Standardbred Canada announced
the finalists for the 2017 O’Brien Awards, which honor Canada’s
best in harness racing over the past season.
The winners will be announced at the annual O’Brien Awards
Black Tie Gala on Saturday, February 3, 2018, at the Hilton
Mississauga / Meadowvale hotel in Mississauga, Ont.

Read More
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