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YEARLING SALE showcases regional power
Strong statebred programs give buyers an added incentive
By Joe Nevills
The Mid-Atlantic region is one of the
most diverse in the North American
racing landscape, featuring numerous
states with lucrative programs for horses
foaled on their soil.
As such, the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic
fall yearling sale features a wide array
of offerings from various states and for
various levels of buyers.
The one-day sale will be held Sept. 29
at Fasig-Tipton’s Midlantic facility at the
Maryland State Fairgrounds in Timonium beginning at 10 a.m. Eastern. This
year’s edition features a catalog of 450
yearlings, 15 percent more than in 2013.
“I’m excited by the number of hips
that we have to offer this year,” said
Paget Bennett, Fasig-Tipton’s Midlantic sales director. “Our sale has results
with getting runners, and people do well
whether they are end users or pinhookers. There are good horses being offered
in this marketplace.”
Yearlings from nine different states or
provinces are cataloged for this year’s
renewal, with the bulk coming from
Pennsylvania (132), Maryland (126), and
New York (98).
“There’s just so many good racing
areas,” Bennett said. “Everything is so
strong, and we just have people come
from all over. They come in from the
West Coast. If they look at the book and
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see something they’re interested in,
they’ll find a way. If they don’t come in
themselves, they’ll have somebody else
check them out for them.”
Maryland had the greatest growth in
the number of yearlings cataloged, up 45
percent from 87 in last year’s book. Maryland has seen a boost in the commercial value of its statebreds since the
2013 implementation of a plan to funnel
7 percent of the state’s revenue from
video lottery terminals toward purses
and breeders’ incentives. Bonuses are
expected to continue their growth in
2015.
Most of the states in the region have
benefitted from expanded gaming,
including New York, Pennsylvania, West
Virginia, and Delaware, but as the most
recent state to bolster its incentives, as
well as the home state of the auction, the
Maryland program was on the minds of
many headed to the sale.
“I do think it is a good time to sell a
Maryland-bred,” said consignor Bill
Reightler, who has 29 Maryland-breds
in the catalog. “The racing is strong, and
our statebred program is as strong as we
can make it, so I do think we’re going to
have a pretty good sale.”
While the statebred programs may get
some buyers through the door, Reightler was quick to note that a yearling’s
conformation and pedigree must be up to
standard, regardless of where the horse

was foaled. Well-bred, well-conformed
horses, he said, don’t slip through the
cracks.
“Ultimately, it’s all about the horse,”
he said. “People are there to find the
best horse. The one nice thing about the
location of the sale is we are right in the
heart of the Mid-Atlantic, so we will get
buyers, owners, and trainers from those
geographic areas. Naturally, they know
what’s going on with each or their own
statebred programs, so that’s an enticement, but No. 1, they’re there to buy the
best physical horse.”
Stuart Morris has a sextet of yearlings cataloged in the sale whom he will
consign as agent. Four are New Yorkbreds, and two are Kentucky-breds.
“I hope the sale has a little more depth
in its buyer base than last year, but traditionally, if you go there every year in
and out, you’re rewarded,” Morris said.
“I think it’s a pretty reliable market.
Another year of the Maryland-bred
incentive program is going to help. Overall, it’s going to be positive. I’m going to
bring a better group of horses than I did
last year, and I think I’ll be rewarded.”
While there is a definite sense of
optimism heading into the Midlantic
yearling sale, there is also a degree of
uncertainty. Some auctions have seen
improved numbers this year, while

Continued on page 4

FASIG-TIPTON MIDLANTIC FALL YEARLING SALE RESULTS, 2004-2013
YEAR

OFFERED

SOLD

NOT SOLD

AVERAGE

MEDIAN

GROSS

2013

335

289

46

$25,847

$17,000

$7,469,900

2012

326

276

50

22,341

12,000

6,166,100

Phone: (410) 392-5555

2011

450

332

118

18,523

9,250

6,149,600

Catalog: 450 horses, up 15 percent from 390

2010

561

392

169

16,005

5,350

6,273,800

When: Sept. 29, 10 a.m. Eastern
Where: Maryland State Fairgrounds, Timonium, Md.

last year.

2009

531

387

144

14,513

5,500

5,616,450

Recent history: The 2013 sale posted overall

2008

753

483

270

17,001

9,000

8,211,600

increases while selling 289 horses for $7,469,900
(up 21 percent), an average price of $25,847
(up 16 percent), and a median of $17,000 (up 42
percent). Bortolazzo Stables bought a Quality Road
colt out of Chalonnaise, consigned by CandyLand,
agent, for $250,000 to top the sale. The colt was
later named Jambles.
Internet: Live streaming at www.fasigtipton.com

2007

767

574

193

23,225

10,000

13,331,400

2006

962

658

304

22,159

11,500

14,580,700

2005

784

615

169

23,577

10,500

14,499,600

2004

636

493

143

21,889

12,000

10,791,500
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Continued from page 3
others have seen declines.
On one end of the spectrum, the
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga New York-bred
preferred yearling sale posted healthy
gains in average and median prices
this year. On the other end, the Ocala
Breeders’ Sales Co. August yearling
sale finished with lower figures, though
its open session was coming off a record
performance in 2013. Those two sales are
arguably the closest counterparts to the
Midlantic auction to have already been
held in 2014.
Those results did not sway Morris,
who said it was important to focus on the
market’s history over the long term, and
not just any single year.
“The OBS sale really wasn’t bad,”
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Morris said. “I sold very well down there,
and it’s still a very reliable market, like
it always is. In my opinion, OBS fell back
in conjunction to where it should have
progressed from 2012 to 2013. [Last year]
was a humongous spike from the previous sale regarding numbers, but I think
it was unrealistic for anyone to think
that sale could maintain that level of
power. They still finished ahead of the
2012 numbers, so I think it was a positive
sale.
“I’m not concerned at all about going
to Maryland,” he added. “There’s always
money in those spots, and you can always
do well.”
Last year’s Midlantic sale saw gains
across the board, with 289 yearlings
changing hands for revenue of $7,469,900.
That marked a 21 percent increase in

gross compared with 2012.
The average and median sale prices
were the highest posted at the auction
in the past decade. The $25,847 average price was 16 percent better than the
previous year’s figure, while the median
rose 42 percent.
A Quality Road colt topped the 2013
sale, going to Bortolazzo Stables for
$250,000. The colt is out of the winning
French Deputy mare Chalonnaise, whose
runners include Grade 3-placed stakes
winner Nathan’s H Q. Chalonnaise has
a Hard Spun filly in this year’s auction.
Now named Jambles, the colt is in
training at Monmouth Park and is working toward his first start.
Follow Joe Nevills on Twitter
@DRFNevills

FIRST-YEAR SIRES OF YEARLINGS AT 2014 FASIG-TIPTON MIDLANTIC FALL YEARLING SALE
STALLION

YOB

2014 LOCATION

Admiral Alex

2007

Shamrock Farm (Md.)

2014
STUD FEE

2012
STUD  FEE

NO. CAT.
FTMID

2013 NO.
WNLG SOLD

$1,500	Private

1

1

2013
WNLG AVG

$1,000

2014 NO.
YRLG SOLD

0

2014
YRLG AVG

$0

Albertus Maximus 2004

Shadwell Farm (Ky.)

Private

Private

1

0

0

5

8,440

Archarcharch

2008

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

10,000

$10,000

5

20

33,910

41

25,790

Cape Blanco

2007	Ashford Stud (Ky.)

15,000

17,500

1

20

48,165

22

106,603

D’ Funnybone

2007	Rockridge Stud (N.Y.)

2,500

3,500

2

7

15,529

7

43,571

15,000

17,500

3

25

62,240

17

78,412

7,500

7,500

10

5

50,400

18

47,167

Drosselmeyer

2007

WinStar Farm (Ky.)

Dublin

2007

Keane Stud Operations (N.Y.)

Etched

2005	Bonita Farm (Md.)

3,500

3,500

1

0

0

0

0

First Dude

2007	Double Diamond Farm (Fla.)

7,500

7,500

1

11

29,318

35

27,120

Friesan Fire

2006

Country Life Farm (Md.)

4,000

4,000

16

3

31,333

1

25,000

General Quarters

2006

Crestwood Farm (Ky.)

5,000

8,500

1

4

17,875

13

12,962

Castleton Lyons (Ky.)

Gio Ponti

2005

15,000

20,000

3

9

125,778

25

130,780

Girolamo

2006	Darley (Ky.)

12,500

15,000

2

10

46,800

16

46,450

Haynesfield

2006	Airdrie Stud (Ky.)

10,000

10,000

1

13

76,130

13

67,818

Here Comes Ben

2006	McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds (N.Y.) 7,500

7,500

11

6

21,333

17

29,676

Misremembered

2006

Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms (Ky.)

5,000

7,500

1

2

33,000

4

12,750

Paddy O’Prado

2007

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

15,000

15,000

3

11

38,727

15

41,667

Regal Ransom

2006	Darley (Ky.)

Sidney’s Candy

2007

WinStar Farm (Ky.)

Tizway

2005

Trappe Shot

2007

6,000

7,500

1

5

18,200

4

38,550

15,000

15,000

1

14

85,786

14

67,857

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

15,000

25,000

3

8

53,275

11

151,091

Claiborne Farm (Ky.)

10,000

10,000

4

20

70,600

27

115,963

Lane’s End (Ky.)

10,000

15,000

1

14

31,282

11

52,773

27,500

35,000

3

15

129,800

39

165,872

Twirling Candy

2007

Uncle Mo

2008	Ashford Stud (Ky.)

Ventana

2006

Indiana Stallion Station (Ind.)

2,500

2,500

1

0

0

0

0

Wilburn

2008

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

6,500

6,500

7

18

29,306

26

33,465

Note: Number of yearlings sold and yearling average through Sept. 11, 2014							

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO RACE, TRAIN,
OWN AND BREED A GRADE I WINNER?
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Winner of the Grade I Belmont Stakes;
Bred by Mr. and Mrs. Rene Woolcott and
raised at their Woodslane Farm

Demonstrative

VIRGINIA TRAINED
& OWNED

VIRGINIA BROKEN

VE Day

VIRGINIA RAISED

Winner of the Grade I NY Turf Writers Cup;
Trained by Richard Valentine; Owned by
Mrs. George Ohrstrom, Jr.

Wicked Strong

VIRGINIA OWNED

Tonalist

Broken by Paula Parsons at
Centennial Farms; Winner of the
Grade I Wood Memorial

Winner of the Grade I Travers Stakes;
Owned by Magalen O. Bryant

Winner of the Grade I Arlington Million
Stakes; Owned by Andrew Bentley
Stables and Virginian Rusty Carrier

Hardest Core
VIRGINIA OWNED

Visit www.vabred.org—the best source for Virginia breeding and racing news
For more information on the Virginia Breeders Fund or Virginia Stakes Program, contact the Virginia Thoroughbred Association at (434) 977-3716.
The VTA is sponsored by the Virginia Horse Industry Board
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FAsig-tipton midlantic:
hips to watch
By Joe Nevills
The following are horses to watch at
the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic fall yearling
sale, based on their pedigrees and the
past racing and auction performance of
notable family members. Conformation,
physical characteristics, veterinarian
records, and late pedigree updates were
not taken into consideration. The list
reflects withdrawals as of Sept. 15.

Hip No. 10, ch. c., by Trappe Shot—Why
Lucy Why, by Whywhywhy, consigned by
CandyLand, agent.
This is the first foal out of the unraced
Whywhywhy mare Why Lucy Why, who
is a half-sister to the Grade 1-winning
Tapit mare Joyful Victory. The colt,
from the first crop of sire Trappe Shot,
a son of Tapit, is bred on a similar cross
as Joyful Victory. Bred in Kentucky by
Nancy Shuford, the colt was a $75,000
weanling purchase by the consignor at
last year’s Keeneland November breeding stock sale.

Hip No. 38, b. f., by Colonel John—Artic
Queen, by Mr. Greeley, consigned by
Allied Bloodstock, agent.
This filly is the first foal out of the
unplaced Mr. Greeley mare Artic Queen,
who is a half-sister to Grade 2 winner
Fairbanks, Grade 2-placed stakes
winner Keats, and Grade 3-placed Grand
Score, all sires. She is from the family
of Grade 2 winners Darn That Alarm,
Strong Performance, and Afleet Again.
Bred in Kentucky by Charles Kidder,
Ben Kidder, and John and Linda Griggs,
the filly was a $55,000 purchase at this
year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July yearling sale.

Hip No. 53, dk. b. or br. f., by Speightstown—Berry Blessed, by St. Jovite,
Property of Willow Oaks Farm, Marshall
W. Silverman, agent.
The unplaced St. Jovite mare Berry
Blessed is the dam of five winners from
seven foals to race, including stakes
winner Shem and stakes-placed Banker’s

Choice. Berry Blessed is a half-sister to
champion Vindication, Grade 3 winner
Scipion, and Grade 3-placed stakes
winner In Step. The filly was bred in
Kentucky by Willow Oaks Stable.

Hip No. 79, ch. f., by Hard Spun—
Chalonnaise, by French Deputy, consigned
by CandyLand, agent.
This filly hails from a family of top
producers. Her dam, the winning French
Deputy mare Chalonnaise, has had three
winners from five foals to race, including
Grade 3-placed stakes winner Nathan’s H
Q. Chalonnaise is a half-sister to multiple
Grade 3 winner Tasha’s Miracle. She is
also a half-sister to Harve de Grace, the
dam of Grade 2 winner Concord Point,
and to Early Vintage, the dam of current
stakes-winning 3-year-old Conquest Top
Gun. The filly was co-bred by Classic
Thoroughbred XII and Fox Hill Farm
in Maryland. A half-brother by Quality
Road topped last year’s Midlantic yearling sale at $250,000.

Hip No. 308, b. c., by Gio Ponti—Pleasant Chimes, by Pleasant Tap, Property of
Willow Oaks Farm, Marshall W. Silverman, agent.
Multiple Grade 2-placed stakes winner
Pleasant Chimes is the dam of one foal
to race, Grade 3-placed winner Street
Chimes. The filly, bred in Kentucky by
Willow Oaks Stable, is from the family
of Grade 2 winners Freefourinternet and
Chimes Band. He is from the first crop of
Gio Ponti.

Hip No. 363, b. f., by Northern Afleet—
Shesagrumptoo, by Luftikus, Property of
O’Sullivan Farms, Bill Reightler, agent.
The filly is the first foal out of multiple stakes winner and $450,000 earner
Shesagrumptoo. Her dam is a half-sister
to West Virginia powerhouse Russell
Road, an earner of more than $1.6 million,
as well as to two other stakes winners.
The filly was bred in West Virginia by
O’Sullivan Farms.

Hip No. 149, b. f., by Jump Start—
Formalities Aside, by Awesome Again,
consigned by Becky Davis Inc., agent.

Hip No. 401, ch. f., by Congrats—Striking Kathy, by Smart Strike, consigned by
Bill Reightler, agent.

Grade 2-placed multiple stakes winner
Awesome Flower is a half-sister to this
Maryland-bred filly. Formalities Aside
has produced five winners from as many
runners and is out of stakes winner Well
Dressed, making her a half-sister to
Dubai World Cup winner Well Armed as
well as Grade 3 winner Witty and Grade
1-placed Helsinki. Dr. and Mrs. Thomas
Bowman and Milton Higgins III bred
this filly.

The dam is out of multiple stakes
winner Call Her Magic, making her a
half-sister to Grade 1 winner J P’s Gusto
as well as to Grade 2-placed Magic Appeal
and the stakes-placed stakes producer
Kid Majic. Bred in Maryland by Timothy Rooney, the filly is from the family of
champion Proud Spell and Grade 3-placed
Proud Pearl.

Hip No. 293, Marilyn’s Passion, dk. b. or
br. f., by Northern Afleet—One Last
Salute, by Salutely, consigned by
Paramount Sales, agent.
Grade 1 winner Homeboykris is a halfbrother to this filly, out of the multiple
stakes-placed Salutely mare One Last
Salute. The dam has produced three other
winners, including stakes-placed Lucky
Slevin. This filly was bred in Pennsylvania by Diamond Crest Farm.

Hip No. 422, dk. b. or br. c., by Uncle
Mo—Ten Halos, by Marquetry, consigned
by CandyLand, agent.
Cinco Charlie, the winner of this year’s
Grade 3 Bashford Manor Stakes, is a halfbrother to this colt from the first crop
of Uncle Mo. Multiple stakes-placed Ten
Halos is the dam of three winners from
four foals to race and is a half-sister to
Grade 2 winners My Pal Charlie and
Bwana Charlie, as well as to Grade 3
winner Bwana Bull. The colt was bred in
Kentucky by his consignor.
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Q&A with Jeb Hannum of PHBA
By Joe Nevills
The Pennsylvania racing schedule is in
the midst of its biggest month, with seven
graded stakes in September between
Parx Racing and Presque Isle Downs.
However, it was the statebred program
that got the month off on the right foot
with Pennsylvania’s Day at the Races on
Sept. 6 at Parx. The card featured five
stakes races for Pennsylvania-breds,
highlighted by the $100,000 Mrs. Penny
Stakes.
The Pennsylvania-bred program has
seen some significant changes over
the past decade, with the approval and
installation of casino gambling at the
state’s racetracks in the mid-2000s, the
opening of Presque Isle Downs in 2007,
and the state- and national-level foalcrop reduction that came in the wake of
an economic recession.
John “Jeb” Hannum III has served as
the executive secretary for the Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association
for the past three years. Prior to holding that position, he spent three years
as a member of the Pennsylvania State
Horse Racing Commission. Hannum
earned his undergraduate degree from
Hobart College, then earned a master’s
degree in government administration
from the University of Pennsylvania’s
Fels Institute.
Hannum will be leaving his position
with the PHBA at the end of September
to move to the Washington, D.C., area. As
he nears the end of his tenure, Hannum
spoke with DRF Breeding about the direction of the state’s breeding industry.

How would you assess the current state
of the Pennsylvania breeding program?
The program is in a very healthy position right now due largely to the support
of the horsemen’s associations in Pennsylvania. They are both contributing money
from their respective purse accounts to
support restricted races and maintain
owner bonus levels, so the program has
been able to essentially pay out twice
of what it brings in. The breeding fund
itself gets about $16 million to $17 million
through slot revenue, and the overall
program for the breeding fund is close to
$30 million, so the difference is made up
by the support of the horsemen. We feel
that that’s been a very encouraging development over the last few years.

How do you see the Pennsylvania-bred
market from an auction perspective?

Lindy Powers

Jeb Hannum has spent the past three years as the PHBA’s executive secretary.

There’s certainly a premium for Pennsylvania-breds at the regional sales. It’s
a competitive area. The New York-breds
are obviously popular, and we’re seeing a
lot of enthusiasm for Maryland-breds, but
the Pennsylvania program has so much to
offer that there remains a healthy demand
for Pennsylvania-breds.

promoting their program, and we don’t
have that sort of budget, but we’re going
to do everything we can to help educate
horsemen regionally about the Pennsylvania program. We feel that once we
reach out to people and they understand
it, they’ll see that it compares very
favorably to all the programs, if not one
of the best.

How has the Pennsylvania breeding industry reacted to the recent expansion of
gaming at racetracks in nearby states like
New York and Ohio and gaming supplements in Maryland?

In the eight years since slots were added
to the state’s tracks, what would you
consider to be the biggest success to
stem from their addition?

It forced our association to do more
marketing. Traditionally, the Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association had not
done a lot of marketing of the program
because we didn’t have the budget for it,
and it probably wasn’t as necessary as it
is now. The board has approved a significant increase in the amount that we will
spend annually to improve the program
and to get the word out.
New York, for example, spends about
a quarter of a million dollars a year

Clearly, it saved racing in Pennsylvania. It took Pennsylvania racing to
another level, and it provided another
opportunity to make long-overdue
investments in the backsides. At Parx,
they’re rebuilding all of the barns, and
at Penn National, they’ve made substantial investments in the backside. It’s one
of those things you don’t see if you go to
the races, but it’s just as important as the
actual racing itself.
The purses have made Pennsylvania
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racing very competitive, and it’s brought
in a lot of good horses. Going forward
over the next 10 years, the tracks and
the horsemen really need to look hard at
enhanced marketing of the racing. The
pari-mutuel handle has continued to fall,
and that’s something I think the industry needs to look at very carefully. I hope
to see more innovative marketing for
racing, and I think the tracks need to look
at the possibility of a circuit in Pennsylvania or regionally, in that the foal-crop
[decline] will put additional pressure on
filling races.

What is something from the racino era in
Pennsylvania that you think could have
been done better or can be improved
upon for the future?
Clearly, there needs to be more promotion of live racing. It’s just not done very
much, if at all. It’s a frustrating thing to
see, and that’s often the fault of the tracks.
They have plenty of marketing resources
for table games and slots, but they just

DAILY RACING FORM

simply aren’t promoting the racing product, and I think they really need to get
behind that. If they promoted live racing
and put money into the customer experience, I think people would come back to
the racetrack.

You’ll be leaving your post with the
PHBA at the end of the month. What has
been your proudest accomplishment in
your three years with the organization?
Working closely with the horsemen and getting them to support the
program through enhanced restricted
races and maintaining the owner bonus
levels. They are truly our partners in
the program right now, and I think
that’s been very gratifying to see that.
We also have a very good relationship
with the racing commission, and that’s
very important as we all try to sit down
together and work through the challenges facing the industry. The Pennsylvania Horse Breeders has a very healthy
association with its colleagues.
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“Clearly, there needs to
be more promotion of live
racing. It’s just not done
very much ... and that’s
often the fault of the tracks.
If they promoted live
racing and put money into
the customer experience, I
think people would come
back to the racetrack.”
– Jeb Hannum
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sweet home pennsylvania

Barbara D. Livingston

Pennsylvania stallion Smarty Jones has sired 24 stakes winners to date, a good 6.2 percent ratio from foals age 3 and up.

JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
Although they sometimes seem to be
working at cross purposes, the Thoroughbred racing and breeding industries are inextricably intertwined. Both
are also affected by economic and other
external factors, sometimes in diametrically opposite ways.
The interaction of the two main facets
of the Thoroughbred world are visible in
the accompanying table, which compares
various numbers for the U.S. Thoroughbred industry as a whole to the industry
in Pennsylvania over the past 20 years.
In 1994, the United States Thoroughbred bloodstock market was slowly
recovering from the bloodstock crash
of the late 1980s, which was precipitated
by a substantial reduction in buying by
Middle Eastern and European interests
and exacerbated by the economic reces-

sion of the late 1980s. As it had been for
more than 100 years, however, Pennsylvania was very much a minor player,
accounting for only 1.4 percent of the
national broodmare population and 2.6
percent of the stallion population.
As the broodmare population began to
recover from the relatively small declines
of the late 1980s, the number of stallions
in service was falling due to advances
in veterinary medicine. Sophisticated
palpation and ultrasound techniques
allowed stallion masters to double, then
triple the size of a popular stallion’s book
from the time-hallowed standard of 40 to
50 mares to more than 100. Fewer stallions were needed despite the modest
increase in the number of mares to be
bred. Until 2006, the ratio of stallions to
mares decreased more rapidly nationally
than in Pennsylvania, however, simply
because there were more highly desirable stallions elsewhere – principally
Kentucky, of course – capable of attracting large books.
Pennsylvania purses also lagged well
behind the national average, but as the

economy improved they increased more
or less in lockstep with the national average – up until 2006.
As the birthplace of the first Americanbred winner of England’s Epsom Derby,
1881 victor Iroquois, Pennsylvania owns
a proud history in Thoroughbred breeding. Despite the fact that recent leading
sires Danzig and Storm Cat both were
born within the state, however, most of
that history is far too ancient to be of
much interest to contemporary breeders
and racetrackers. What matters most,
both on the racetrack and in the breeding shed, is money. The horses follow
the money, and in 2004 the Pennsylvania
legislature set in motion a series of events
that changed the financial equation.
Partly because of Pennsylvania’s “blue
laws,” the state was never a hub of horse
racing even in Colonial days, but racing
returned to the state in 1972 when Penn
National Racecourse opened its doors.
Philadelphia Park followed in 1974, but
purses at both tracks were always rela-

Continued on page 13

THE PA-BRED PREMIUM
EARN MORE!

Why PA-Breds?
$30 million paid in
2013 for PA-Breds
finishing first through
third in Pennsylvania
races:
•

$10.4 million in Breeder, Stallion
and Owner Awards

•

$6.7 million in “Owner Bonuses”
at PARX, Penn National and
Presque Isle Downs – up to 40%
of the purse earned on overnight
races paid in addition to the
regular purse

•

$1.1 million in purses for
PA-Bred Stakes - 25% extra for
PA-Sired 1-2-3 finishers in all
PA-Bred Stakes

•

$11.1 million in purses for
PA-Bred restricted races

•

No cap on Awards

•

3 Tracks – year-round racing: dirt,
turf, and synthetic surfaces

•

PA-Breds receive preference in
entries – especially important for
getting into turf races

“I have become a real fan of the PA
Program as it has the quality to produce
a KY Oaks winner like Princess of Sylmar
and the opportunity with year round
racing to earn more for our owners
with the competitive purses and bonus
program available for PA-Breds.”
Todd Pletcher, Trainer

Barbara D. Livingston photos
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tively small and neither gained much
national traction as a center of high-class
racing.
In 2004, however, the state legislature
passed the Racehorse Development and
Gaming Act, which allowed the creation of
racetrack casinos, slot parlors, and casino
resorts, and dedicated a portion of the
proceeds to racetrack purses and to the
Pennsylvania breeder awards program.
In 2006, the Mohegan Sun Casino opened
at Pocono Downs, and a few months later
the Philadelphia Park Casino and Racetrack (now called Parx) opened its doors,
followed by the brand-new Presque Isle
Downs and Casino in 2007.
The results of casino revenue are
clearly visible in the accompanying
table, as average purses in Pennsylvania quickly caught and surpassed the
national average. Last year marked the
first year since the opening of the casinos that average Pennsylvania purse
declined, but it remains slightly above
the national average.
The Pennsylvania breeding industry
responded by increasing the number of
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mares bred to Pennsylvania stallions
from 1,159 in 2006 to 1,753 in the peak year
of 2009. Since then the effects of the global
economic recession of 2008 has reduced
the number of mares once again, but not
as drastically as the drop on the national
level. Since 2006, the national number
of mares bred has declined 44 percent
while the Pennsylvania mare population,
despite fluctuations encouraged by the
influx of casino money, has declined only
22 percent.

Quality versus quantity
What ultimately matters most to a
breeding program, however, is the quality of the stallions and mares and the
talents of the breeders involved, not
quantity. In Federico Tesio’s era through
the first half of the 20th century, the
breeding population in Italy was of
comparable size to Pennsylvania’s, yet
Italy produced all-time great racehorses
Ribot and Nearco, both leading sires, plus
influential international sires Donatello
and Toulouse-Lautrec.
There can be no doubt that the
increased purses and breeder awards
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have attracted higher-quality stallions
to the Keystone State. Pennsylvania’s
current stallion roster is headed by the
best racehorse bred in Pennsylvania
in perhaps more than 100 years, 2004
Kentucky Derby and Preakness Stakes
winner and champion 3-year-old male
Smarty Jones, who stands for $7,500
at Northview Stallion Station’s Pennsylvania division in Peach Bottom in
Lancaster County.
Bred and raced by Roy and Patricia
Chapman, Smarty Jones was beaten
only in his heartbreaking loss to Birdstone in the Belmont Stakes, and began
his stud career at Three Chimneys Farm
in Kentucky before transferring to his
home state in 2011. Although Smarty
Jones failed to sire the string of Grade
1 winners and brilliant 2-year-olds
required to continue to attract threefigure books in Kentucky, he is hardly a
failure. Through Sept. 15, Pennsylvania’s
favorite son has sired 24 stakes winners
from 388 foals age 3 and up, a highly
respectable 6.2 percent ratio, headed
by Grade 1 winner Centralinteligence.

Continued on page 14

PENNSYLVANIA BREEDING OVERVIEW, 1994-2013
YEAR

PA. no.
STALLIONS

USA NO.  
STALLIONS

2013

63

1,811

2012

94

2,237

2011

95

2,484

2010

126

PA. NO.
 MARES BRED

usa no.
mares bred

pa. mares/
stallion

usa mares/
stallion

pa. avg.
purse

usa avg.
purse

pa.-bred
pa. breeder
program totals awards paid

909

33,128

14.4

18.3

$26,568

$26,130

$19,260,093

$9,157,769

1,115

34,876

11.9

15.6

28,705

25,014

20,338,014

9,018,203

1,313

36,657

13.8

14.8

27,659

23,365

21,847,189

7,680,700

2,771

1,650

40,841

13.1

14.7

25,758

22,237

16,669,380

6,154,224
6,266,055

2009

128

2,996

1,753

45,826

13.7

15.3

25,132

22,245

17,062,541

2008

120

3,267

1,414

52,872

11.8

16.2

24,898

23,246

22,320,339

6,632,330

2007

106

3,466

1,173

56,753

11.1

16.4

20,352

23,012

15,790,825

5,285,800

2006*

122

3,717

1,159

58,948

9.5

15.9

12,716

21,684

7,255,180

2,931,145

2005

129

3,851

1,210

59,339

9.4

15.4

13,397

20,763

7,620,314

3,184,021

2004

120

3,979

1,027

59,242

8.6

14.9

12,452

20,377

8,076,184

3,210,477

2003

121

4,041

1,027

58,693

8.5

14.5

11,876

19,728

9,032,459

3,357,730

2002

109

4,096

1,026

59,455

9.4

14.5

12,339

19,782

9,611,719

3,630,350

2001

117

4,250

976

59,435

8.3

14.0

12,744

19,364

9,756,915

3,736,852

2000

123

4,328

1,016

59,863

8.3

13.8

12,696

18,579

8,760,313

3,579,555

1999

124

4,396

992

57,302

8.0

13.0

11,745

17,620

8,145,831

3,126,661

1998

120

4,513

895

55,924

7.5

12.4

10,450

16,174

8,306,144

3,089,324

1997

135

4,675

851

54,947

6.3

11.8

9,973

14,723

8,191,071

2,923,596

1996

137

4,882

805

54,573

5.9

11.2

9,749

13,607

7,542,558

2,605,826

1995

143

5,183

831

55,438

5.8

10.7

8,696

12,290

6,975,698

2,232,468

1994

142

5,367

748

55,273

5.3

10.3

7,422

11,205

5,948,771

1,825,115

*The first Thoroughbred racetrack casino in Pennsylvania opened in 2006.							
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Continued from page 13
Smarty Jones is enjoying another good
year this year with 2014 stakes winners
Cary Street, winner of the Grade 3 Greenwood Cup at Parx; Isn’t He Clever; and
Old Time Hockey.
Standing alongside Smarty Jones at
Northview is another veteran of the
Kentucky wars, Jump Start. By leading
sire A.P. Indy out of the Storm Cat mare
Steady Cat, Jump Start won the Grade 2
Saratoga Special and ran second in the
Grade 1 Champagne Stakes, but did not
race again because of injury.
He has been a consistently successful sire just below the top level, regardless of location, siring 42 stakes winners
from 728 foals age 3 and up (5.8 percent),
headed by Grade 1/Group 1 winners Rail
Trip and Livingstone, one of the best
current 3-year-olds in Argentina.
Two relatively new arrivals at Pin Oak
Lane Farm in New Freedom have also
made headlines this year on the national
scene. Any Given Saturday’s Cristina’s
Journey recently captured the Grade 2
Pocahontas Stakes at Churchill Downs,
while Offlee Wild’s Bayern won the Grade

drf.com/breeding

1 Haskell Invitational and was scheduled
to square off against dual classic winner
California Chrome in the Grade 2 Pennsylvania Derby on Sept. 20.
Winner of the Haskell himself, as well
as the Grade 2 Dwyer Stakes and Brooklyn Handicap, Any Given Saturday has
sired 14 stakes winners (including two
juvenile stakes winners), headed by
Cristina’s Journey and this year’s Grade
2 Rebel Stakes winner, Hoppertunity,
who also finished second to California
Chrome in the Grade 1 Santa Anita Derby.
Offlee Wild, of course, was leading
freshman sire of 2009 when his first-crop
daughter She Be Wild earned champion 2-year-old filly honors with her
gutty victory in the Grade 1 Breeders’
Cup Juvenile Fillies. Bayern and She
Be Wild are the best of Offlee Wild’s 18
stakes winners, but he too is enjoying a
very good year, with stakes winners Wild
Swava, Calitor, Blading Wild Cat, Waha
Wild, Ethan’s Baby, Hortensius (Group 2
winner in Argentina), Offlee Royal, and
Slick Deal, in addition to Bayern.
If the current state of the Pennsylvania
breeding industry is in good hands with
Smarty Jones, Jump Start, Any Given

Saturday, and Offlee Wild leading the way,
the future looks bright as well. The beautifully bred Grade 2 winner El Padrino, by
sire of sires Pulpit out of Enchanted Rock,
by Giant’s Causeway, retired to Northview
this year and ranks as perhaps the best
racehorse to retire directly to the state in
decades if not a century.
Despite the rich purses and breeder
awards, however, Pennsylvania still finds
it difficult to compete with Kentucky,
Florida, and the more established breeding programs in New York and Maryland
for the best stallions. Ultimately it will
be the success of young stallions like El
Padrino that determines whether more
and better stallion prospects will be
attracted to Pennsylvania.
Despite the recent declines in number
of mares bred, Pennsylvania now
accounts for 2.7 percent of the national
broodmare population, almost double the
percentage of 20 years ago. If the reduction in number of mares over the past
three years reflects culling from the
bottom of the broodmare population, the
increased stallion power available in the
state is bound to mean better Pennsylvania-breds in the future.

The yearling sales are here. . .

Time to buy a
Maryland-bred

In 2015, your youngster will be running for

30% owner bonuses
For first, second and third place for registered Maryland-breds
running in Maryland in ALL overnight races.

And is eligible for
Maryland-bred Stakes races

www.MarylandThoroughbred.com

Find your
Maryland-bred
with these
consignors:
ALLIED BLOODSTOCK AGENT
Barn I: 250, 305
BECKY DAVIS INC. AGENT Barn
A-B: 15, 27, 122, 149, , 154160,
162, 227, 243, 252, 279, 295, 310,
311, 323, 359, 431, 439, 441, 450
BILL REIGHTLER AGENT Barn I-J:
31 , 45, 60, 95, 100, 130, 138, 146,
181, 210, 215, 219, 225, 248, 249,
268, 297, 298, 356, 369, 384, 400,
401, 403, 425, 435, 410, 427, 406
CANDYLAND Barn B-C:
79, 137, 314, 330
CHANCELAND FARM AGENT
Barn B-C: 229, 237, 301, 362, 392,
412, 420, 433, 171, 395
CHARLTON (MR. & MRS. RICK
ABBOTT) AGENT Barn J-K:
338
DARK HOLLOW FARM AGENT
Barn A: 180, 205, 253, 374, 436
HUNT RIDGE STABLES Barn J:
306
JOHN W. BONIFACE JR. AGENT
Barn I: 63, 300
MARATHON FARMS Barn L:
241
MARSHALL W. SILVERMAN
AGENT Barn I-J: 209, 261, 404,
299, 145, 377
NORTHVIEW STALLION
STATION (DAVID WADE)
AGENT Barn C-D: 4, 5, 29, 30,
73, 88, 98, 150, 167, 190, 207,
230, 238, 294, 358, 367, 389, 419,
438, 442, 444, 236
OLD CHAPEL FARM (ANDREW
MOTION) AGENT Barn D: 185
OREBANKS Barn C: 71, 325
PARAMOUNT SALES AGENT Barn
J-K: 58, 239, 240, 286,
SALLY THOMAS AGENT Barn I:
16, 52, 75, 173, 218, 291, 352
STONE LEDGE FARM Barn G:
343
THORNMAR Barn I:
32, 35, 105, 111, 131, 155, 334,
375

#1 NY SECOND-CROP SIRE
#11 NY GENERAL SIRE
RANKS #5 AMONG
NATIONAL THIRD-CROP SIRES

BY PERCENTAGE OF WINNERS / STARTERS (62%)
(*AMONG THE TOP 30 STANDING IN N.A.)
* BLOODHORSE.COM THROUGH 9/15/14

LIFETIME:
82% WINNERS / STARTERS
$53,889 AVERAGE EARNINGS PER STARTER

“I’ve trained a bunch of Bustin Stones’ babies.
They all train like winners, so these results
are no surprise to me!” - Dr. Barry Eisaman

Shouldn’t You Get Stoned in 2015?
BUSTIN STONES
City Zip - Shesasurething, by Prospectors Gamble
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