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high expectations for benchmark auction

Keeneland photo

Last year’s sale-topper was a War Front colt out of the stakes-placed During mare Blading Gold Ring, bought for $2.5 million.

By Joe Nevills
A bustling middle market and overall
sense of stability have put more horses
and sellers in play for the 2014 edition of
the Keeneland September yearling sale.
The North American Thoroughbred
industry’s bellwether auction added an
additional day of selling for this year’s
renewal after the number of yearlings cataloged rose 7 percent to 4,181 entries. The
13 sessions that comprise the upcoming
September sale will be the most since 2011.
“I think the September sale is the
barometer of the Thoroughbred industry,” said Geoffrey Russell, Keeneland’s
director of sales. “Having over 4,100

horses, this sale is going to be the test.
Everything bodes well. The 2-year-old
market was very good, and the yearling sales so far have been very good.
There’s a great interest in horses and
horse racing at the moment, so we hope
the trends that we started two years ago
keep on going.”
The sale will continue with the select
format introduced at last year’s auction,
with Book 1 spanning the four openingweek sessions and featuring a total of 762
yearlings. Book 1 will take place Sept.
8-11 (Monday through Thursday) with
sessions beginning daily at noon Eastern. The sale’s traditional dark day will
be Sept. 12.

Book 2 will be held the following weekend, Sept. 13-14, with sessions beginning
at 10 a.m. Eastern. Books 3-6 will continue
daily Sept. 15-21 (Monday through
Sunday), also beginning at 10 a.m.
From the time the Thoroughbred
market began to bounce back from the
collapse of 2008-09, industry members
credited the rapidly shrinking foal crop,
and in turn fewer offerings at auction, for
the recovery. Popular opinion declared
the shift in supply and demand would
correct the market, and thus far, it has.
However, the yearling market of
2014 has not followed that pattern. The
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North American foal crop of 2013, which
comprises this year’s September catalog,
is estimated to be the smallest since the
1960s, continuing a downward slide to
a foal count of roughly 22,000 for 2014,
according to estimates from the Jockey
Club. In spite of the shrinking foal population, the catalogs at recent yearling
sales have grown considerably, including
Keeneland’s.
Mark Taylor of consignor Taylor Made
Sales Agency speculated that the positive results of last year’s auctions, especially in the middle market, might have
drawn some breeders back into the fray
who otherwise would have kept their
horses at home.
“There were more people in 2013 that
might have just said, ‘I’ve got this colt.
I’m just going to break him and put
him in a 2-year-old sale, or I’m going
to run him,’ and now they’re saying,
‘The market was good. I might go in [to
the yearling sales] and get $50,000 for
this horse,’ ” Taylor said. “It’s probably
horses worth $50,000 and below that are
coming into the market. If you [consider]
the six-figure horses, I don’t think there’s
more of those around.”
Russell, along with many other
consignors, also suggested that the
influx of new horses to this year’s Keeneland sale likely is coming from smaller
farms and regional markets.
The Keeneland September sale is
widely recognized as a destination for
international buyers, starting with the
seven-figure price levels seen during the
first few sessions all the way through to
the final book of the sale. A horse from
a regional breeding program potentially
could draw more money out of a buyer
from an emerging foreign market like
South Korea or Russia than it would at
a statebred sale or if lost in the shuffle at
other marketplaces.
Washington-based bloodstock agent
Dana Halvorson said the expansion of
those foreign markets has had a residual
effect on the North American bloodstock
market, helping to maintain, if not drive
up, the average price of a North American-bred yearling at auction.
“I think what’s made a lot of difference in the sales at Keeneland is that
they’ve been very fortunate to have all
these different countries participating
in the sales, and that’s kind of saved the
marketplace,” Halvorson said. “Some of
the people that were spending $2,500 to
$5,000 on yearlings from some countries
are now spending $30,000 or $40,000.”
This year marks the second renewal of
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KEENELAND SEPTEMBER
YEARLING SALE
When: Sept. 8-11, noon Eastern (Book 1);

Sept 13-21, 10 a.m. (Books 2-6)
Where: Keeneland sales pavilion, 4201
Versailles Rd., Lexington, Ky. 40510

Get live insights and analysis from the
DRF Breeding staff on the Keeneland
September sale grounds.
live.drf.com/events/keeneland-september

Phone: (859) 254-3412
Catalog: The sale has 4,181 horses, up

7 percent compared with 3,908 last year
The 2013 sale posted
positive results while selling 2,744 horses
for $280,491,300 (up 28 percent), an average
price of $102,220 (up 17 percent), and a
record median of $50,000 (up 11 percent).
M.V. Magnier bought a War Front colt out of
Blading Gold Ring consigned by Woods Edge
Farm, agent, for $2.5 million to top the sale.
The colt was later named Treaty of Rome.

Recent history:

Internet: Live streaming at

www.keeneland.com

KEENELAND SEPTEMBER YEARLING
SALE RESULTS, 2004-2013 			
YEAR

SOLD AVERAGE

MEDIAN

2013
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006
2005
2004

2,744 $102,220
2,516
87,330
2,921
76,511
3,059
64,810
3,159
60,734
3,605
90,984
3,801 101,318
3,556 112,427
3,545 108,420
3,370
96,411

$50,000 $280,491,300
45,000 219,723,000
30,000 223,487,800
25,000 198,254,900
22,000 191,859,200
37,000 327,999,100
42,000 385,110,600
45,000 399,791,800
40,000 384,349,900
37,000 324,904,300

GROSS

the September sale operating under the
auction’s current blueprint for its select
sessions.
The new setup, which essentially
combines the first and second books of
the old model, was lauded for putting
a higher level of horseflesh in front of
buyers who otherwise might have gravitated away from the boutique nature
of the previous select format. A record
median sale price at last year’s September sale backs that notion.
“We worked with our consignors to
make sure the horses are going to be
available here for the buyers when the
buyers are here to look at them,” Russell
said. “Having only 190 horses a day, it’s
easier for people to get around and look

at the horses and be able to make their
decisions, and starting at noon has had a
strong, favorable response.”
The second year of the new format also
gives buyers a chance to better forge a
game plan for inspecting the yearlings
prior to the sale, having already gone
through the process once.
“I think the process worked quite
well,” pinhooker Eddie Woods said about
the select format. “I think it worked
better from the seller’s point of view than
the buyer’s point of view. We go to Keeneland with a big team of people working,
and when it gets down to the really hard
days when the horses are only there a
real short period of time, you have to be
on the ball to get the right horses picked.
“With the format the way it’s set up
now, the horses are there quite a bit
longer, and everyone gets a good chance
to get a look at them. It’s harder to steal
one.”
Last year’s Keeneland September sale
turned in the strongest economic performance since 2008, including a recordhigh median.
The auction cleared 2,744 yearlings over 12 sessions for revenues of
$280,491,300, besting 2012 receipts by 28
percent. The average sale price finished
at $102,220, marking a 17 percent
improvement compared with 2012. The
median sale price hit an all-time high of
$50,000, eclipsing the previous record of
$45,000 set in 2006 and 2012 by 11 percent.
The buyback rate held fairly steady
from 2012 to 2013, rising from 19 percent
to 20 percent.
“I think all levels of the market are
doing very well, and that’s what makes
the market so good at the moment. No
matter what part of the market you want
to play in, you have plenty of choices, and
the quality is there, so that bodes very
well for the buyers,” Russell said.
Last year’s sale topper was a War Front
colt out of the stakes-placed During
mare Blading Gold Ring, bought for $2.5
million. The colt, now named Treaty of
Rome, was purchased by the Coolmore
partnership and sent to Ireland.
Follow Joe Nevills on Twitter
@DRFNevills
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high-average quartet leads first-crop studs
By Patrick Reed
The 13-session Keeneland September
yearling sale is traditionally a showcase for
young sires, whose first foals are some of
the most anticipated yearlings on the sales
grounds during presale inspections. Four
North American-based first-crop stallions
have already made good first impressions
at the first three major yearling auctions of
2014 – the Fasig-Tipton Kentucky July sale,
the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale, and the
Fasig-Tipton New York preferred yearling
sale.
Tizway, Uncle Mo, Gio Ponti, and Trappe
Shot each have generated six-figure averages from their yearlings sold through
Aug. 18, with a handful of those purchases
coming in the mixed sales earlier in the
year and the rest during the three aforementioned auctions.
Spendthrift Farm’s Tizway, a multiple
Grade 1-winning son of Tiznow, has 40
yearlings cataloged at the Keeneland
September sale. Eight of his first-crop
horses sold during the early auctions for an
average of $179,375. That group is led by a
pair of $425,000 yearlings purchased at the

Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select sale: Matthew
Schera bought a colt out of the A.P. Indy
mare Lady Nichola, a full sister to standout Spendthrift sire Malibu Moon, while
Mandy Pope’s Whisper Hill Farm acquired
a filly out of the stakes-winning Vindication mare Vindy City.
Uncle Mo, 2010’s champion 2-year-old
male and now an Ashford Stud sire, had a
$450,000 yearling at Fasig-Tipton Saratoga,
the highest price among his 24 yearlings
sold through Aug. 18. That filly, bought
by Craig Bernick, is out of the Unbridled’s
Song mare Erica’s Melody. Uncle Mo’s yearlings have sold for an average of $145,792,
and the Indian Charlie stallion has 94 cataloged at Keeneland, the most among firstcrop sires.
Castleton Lyons stallion Gio Ponti drew
a lot of attention during the fall 2013 breeding stock sales, where he posted a weanling average of more than $125,000. The
three-time champion son of Tale of the
Cat has kept up that momentum through
the early yearling sales, headlined by a
$500,000 filly out of Grade 1 producer Shandra Smiles, bought by Sheikh Mohammed al-Maktoum’s bloodstock adviser,

John Ferguson, at Fasig-Tipton Saratoga.
Sixteen Gio Ponti yearlings had sold for an
average of $119,188 through mid-August; he
has 58 youngsters cataloged in the Keeneland sale.
Trappe Shot, who stands at Claiborne
Farm, also has been well received at
sales, as 22 yearlings from his first crop
have sold for an average of $113,818. The
Grade 2-winning son of current leading
North American sire Tapit had a yearling
bring $400,000 at Fasig-Tipton Saratoga,
purchased by Schera. That colt, out of the
unraced Arch mare Mayhavebeentheone,
is from the family of Wise Dan’s sire, Wiseman’s Ferry, and leading South American
sire Bernstein. Trappe Shot has 50 yearlings cataloged in the Keeneland September sale.
Other first-year sires who will have a large
group of yearlings at Keeneland September
include Archarcharch (57), Paddy O’Prado
(38), and Wilburn (31), all of whom stand at
Spendthrift; Ashford Stud’s champion Cape
Blanco (71); Drosselmeyer (46) and Sidney’s
Candy (57), both of WinStar Farm; Airdrie
Stud’s Haynesfield (47); and Lane’s End sire
Twirling Candy (36).
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FIRST-YEAR SIRES OF YEARLINGS AT 2014 KEENELAND SEPTEMBER YEARLING SALE
STALLION

2014
stud fee

2012
stud fee

no. cat.
kee sept

2013 no.
wnlg sold

2013
wnlg avg

2014 no.
yrlg sold

2014
yrlg avg

YOB

2014 LOCATION

Albertus Maximus

2004

Shadwell Farm (Ky.)

Private

Private

4

0

0

2

$15,000

American Lion

2007	Darby Dan Farm (Ky.)

$5,000

$5,000

19

14

$19,964

9

21,522

Archarcharch

2008

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

10,000

10,000

57

20

33,910

28

29,071

Big Drama

2006

Hallmarc Stallions (Fla.)

10,000

10,000

7

5

54,000

6

39,833

15,000

17,500

71

20

48,165

15

72,267

6,000

10,000

2

2

28,000

6

35,083
50,680

Cape Blanco

2007	Ashford Stud (Ky.)

Courageous Cat

2006

Questroyal North (N.Y.)

Court Vision

2005

Park Stud (Ontario)

10,000 CAN	

10,000 CAN	

4

3

35,333

5

Custom for Carlos

2006

Clear Creek Stud (La.)

3,500

3,000

2

0

0

3

37,667

D’ Funnybone

2007

Rockridge Stud (N.Y.)

2,500

3,500

2

7

15,529

6

45,833

Drosselmeyer

2007

WinStar Farm (Ky.)

15,000

17,500

46

25

62,240

11

69,818

Dublin

2007

Keane Stud Operations (N.Y.)

7,500

7,500

9

5

50,400

16

51,875

Factum

2008

Stonehedge Farm South (Fla.)

Private

Private

1

0

0

2

55,000

First Dude

2007	Double Diamond Farm (Fla.)

7,500

7,500

6

11

29,318

11

37,500

Friesan Fire

2006

Country Life Farm (Md.)

4,000

4,000

1

3

31,333

0

0

Giant Oak

2006

Millennium Farms (Ky.)

Gio Ponti

2005

Castleton Lyons (Ky.)

Girolamo

2006	Darley (Ky.)

Gone Astray

2006	Northwest Stud (Fla.)

7,500

7,500

8

5

21,700

2

26,600

15,000

20,000

58

9

125,778

16

119,188

12,500

15,000

14

10

46,800

12

57,500

4,500

4,500

1

6

20,417

14

15,193

10,000

10,000

47

13

76,130

9

72,444

McMahon of Saratoga Thoroughbreds (N.Y.) 7,500

7,500

2

6

21,333

10

34,100

7,500

7,500

10

3

91,667

4

83,500

Private

Private

1

0

0

0

0
11,250

Haynesfield

2006	Airdrie Stud (Ky.)

Here Comes Ben

2006

Ice Box

2007	Three Chimneys Farm (Ky.)

Like Minded

2008

Lady View Farm (Ill.)

Misremembered

2006

Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms (Ky.)

Native Ruler

2004	Abraham’s Equine Clinic (Iowa)

Paddy O’Prado

2007

Regal Ransom

2006	Darley (Ky.)

Roderic O’Connor

2008

Ballyhane Stud (Ireland)

12,324

Sidney’s Candy

2007

WinStar Farm (Ky.)

15,000

Society’s Chairman

2003

Shannondoe Farm (Ontario)

5,000 CAN	

Spaniard

2006

Mapleville Farms (Ontario)

Private

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

5,000

7,500

11

2

33,000

2

2,000

2,000

1

0

0

0

0

15,000

15,000

38

11

38,727

11

50,091

6,000

7,500

14

5

18,200

1

130,000

Private

1

37

30,580

2

103,287

15,000

57

14

85,786

13

68,462

Private

1

0

0

2

19,000

Private

1

0

0

0

0

Telling

2004

Stonewall Phoenix Stallion Division (Ky.)

10,000

6,500

2

1

38,000

2

2,600

Tizway

2005

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

15,000

25,000

40

8

53,275

8

179,375

Trappe Shot

2007

Claiborne Farm (Ky.)

10,000

10,000

50

20

70,600

22

113,818

Twirling Candy

2007

Lane’s End (Ky.)

10,000

15,000

36

14

31,282

4

53,750

Uncle Mo

2008	Ashford Stud (Ky.)

Victor’s Cry

2005

Park Stud (Ontario)

Wilburn

2008

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

27,500

35,000

94

15

129,800

24

145,792

5,000 CAN	

5,000 CAN	

1

0

0

1

135,000

6,500

6,500

31

18

29,306

20

32,075

Note: Number of yearlings sold and yearling average through Aug. 18, 2014								

Get live insights and analysis from the DRF Breeding staff on the

Keeneland September sale grounds
A closer look at horses to watch, with photos and videos • Comments from buyers and consignors of top horses • Live analysis of the market and trends
Follow @DRFBreeding on Twitter for breaking news, and sign up for our free e-mail alerts to get the latest delivered to your inbox drf.com/breedingtoday

Some of our SW
Grads from
over the
years

Gala Spinaway
Gator Bay

Go Blue Or Go Home
Goldencents
Havre de Grace
I’m A Kittyhawk
It’s Gail

Sam’s Quest

Ami’s Holiday
Angel Terrace

Jacody
Joyful Victory
Just Jenda

Aragorn Ami
Art Of The Hunt
Aunt Ellipsis
Avie’s Quality
Bayonne

Berbatim

Carrolls Favorite

Cassatt

Sweet Cassiopeia
Sweet Seventeen

T P Louie
Tale Of The Cat

Prom Shoes
Ravalo

Rush Chairman Bill

Hollywood Hit

Strut The Course

Pie In Your Eye

Hear Us Roar

Afleeting Lady

All Smiles
American Victory

Stolen Beauty

No Mine For Me

Occasional View
Offlee Wild
Old Fashioned
Payton D’oro
Penny’s Reshoot

Rusty Slipper
Seaneen Girl
Secret Odds

Keep Momma Happy

Kitten’s Point
La Gran Bailadora

COUP DE GRACE
2014 G2 Wnr.

Lady Beaumont
Laus Deo
Love’s Blush

Tequila Hero

Trophy Collector
Turf Melody
Twice Mike

Cat’s Holiday

Commander

2014 G2 Wnr.

Coup de Grace
Dancinginherdreams

Ski Holiday
Sky High Lady

Marriedtothemusic
Miscoe Gray
Mom’s Law
Mr Palmer
Mystic Love
Nanaja
Night Breeze

Nikkis Smartypants

Dynamic Holiday

Travis
Durr

Edgewater

Winslow Homer

Sky Willow

2014 G2 Wnr.

Gala Goldilocks

War Tigress
Water Cannon
Welcome Inn
Well Fashioned

Shane Roars
Sharp Sensation

FORTUNE PEARL

Fortune Pearl
Fugitive Angel

War Emblem

Shackleford

Dr. Large

2014 G3 Wnr.

Unlawful Behavior
Unspurned
Villette

GOLDENCENTS

Congressional Page
Coup

CASSATT

Unacceptable

Solid Appeal
Spa City Princess
Spadina Road
Stacked Deck

Stephan’s Angel

Rates. Results.
Tradition.

Webb Carroll

Training Center
803.655.5738

St. Matthews, SC

*Italics indicates GSW

Email: office@webbcarroll.com
Website: www.webbcarroll.com

Webb
Carroll
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Keeneland September: HIps to Watch
By Joe Nevills
The following horses are yearlings to
watch in Book 1 of the Keeneland September yearling sale based on their pedigrees
and past auction performance of notable
family members. Conformation, physical characteristics, veterinarian records,
outs, and late pedigree updates were not
taken into consideration.
Hip No. 7, b. c., by Street Cry—
Lady Lochinvar, by Lord At War,
consigned by Elm Tree Farm, agent
for Mr. and Mrs. Larry D. Williams.
This colt is a half-brother to graded
stakes winners Master Command and
Aurora Lights, plus Grade 1-placed X
Star. Lady Lochinvar has had five foals
hammered down for $600,000 or more,
including an A.P. Indy colt, later named
Lord Lochinvar, who was bought back for
$975,000 at the 2012 Keeneland September
sale.
Hip No. 14, ch. c., by Galileo—
Latin Love, by Danehill Dancer,
consigned by Allied Bloodstock, agent.
This hip is the first of five cataloged
yearlings in the sale by all-world sire
Galileo. The Irish-bred colt is the first
foal to sell out of Irish stakes winner and
Canadian Grade 2-placed Latin Love and
brought $340,000 as a weanling at last
year’s Keeneland November breeding
stock sale.
Hip No. 29, b. f., by Curlin—
Leslie’s Lady, by Tricky Creek, Property
of Clarkland Farm.
Stakes winner Leslie’s Lady is the
dam of two-time champion Beholder and
Grade 1 winner and popular young sire
Into Mischief. Two additional sisters to
this filly are stakes producers, including
the dam of 2014 Kentucky Derby starter
Harry’s Holiday.
Hip No. 31, b. c., by Medaglia d’Oro—
Life At Ten, by Malibu Moon, Property
of Adena Springs.
The first foal out of multiple Grade
1 winner Life At Ten. Adena Springs
purchased the mare for $1.95 million at
the 2011 Keeneland November sale.
Hip No. 34, dk. b. or br. c., by War
Front—Life Well Lived, by Tiznow,
consigned by Taylor Made Sales
Agency, agent.
The second foal out of the winning
Tiznow mare Life Well Lived, who is a
full sister to Dubai World Cup winner
Well Armed. Her first foal, a Distorted
Humor colt later named Muqtaser, sold for

$525,000 at the 2013 Saratoga select yearling sale.
Hip No. 59, b. c., by Bernardini—
Magic Merger, by Corporate Report,
consigned by Woods Edge Farm, agent.
A sibling to six winners from as many
runners out of the dam, including Grade
1 winner Hooh Why, stakes winner
Rumbling Cloud, and stakes-placed
D’wild Beach. The colt was among the
more buzzed-about short yearlings at this
year’s Keeneland January sale of horses
of all ages but finished under his reserve
at $285,000.
Hip No. 65, b. f., by Tapit—
Maryfield, by Elusive Quality,
consigned by Bluewater Sales, agent.
Maryfield was the champion female
sprinter of 2007 and sold for $1.25 million
at that year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky select
fall mixed sale. Her first foal, the A.P. Indy
colt Global Response, brought $1.2 million
at the 2010 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale, and
this year’s offering is by the A.P. Indy-line
sire Tapit.
Hip No. 66, gr. or ro. f., by Tapit—
Mayan Milagra, by Menifee, consigned
by Woodford Thoroughbreds, agent.
This filly is a full sister to Grade 2
winner Dancinginherdreams and a
half-sister to stakes winner Doubled. A
full sibling, now named Good Pick Nick,
brought $625,000 at last year’s Keeneland
September sale.
Hip No. 68, b. c., by War Front—
Meridiana, by Lomitas, consigned by
Gainesway, agent.
German-bred Italian Oaks winner
Meridiana is the dam of four winners
from five foals to race, including Grade
2-placed stakes winner Chamois and
Grade 1-placed Center Divider.
Hip No. 97, b. f., by Bernardini—
Moonlight Sonata, by Carson City,
consigned by Warrendale Sales, agent
for Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings.
A full sister to Grade 2 winner and
young sire Wilburn, as well as a half-sister
to Grade 2 winner Beethoven. Her threequarter-sister A. P. Sonata, by Bernardini’s sire, A.P. Indy, sold for $1.1 million at
the 2012 Keeneland September sale.
Hip No. 101, b. f., by Kitten’s Joy—
Motokiks, by Storm Cat, consigned by
Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent.
The unraced Motokiks has produced
seven winners from nine foals to race,
including multiple Grade 3 winners
Keertana and Snow Top Mountain, who

brought $1 million and $950,000, respectively, as first-time broodmares at the
2013 Keeneland January sale. The filly is
also a half-sister to Grade 1-placed stakes
winner Diversy Harbor.
Hip No. 105, dk. b. or br. f., by
Bernardini—Mushka, by Empire Maker,
consigned by Eaton Sales, agent.
Mushka’s first foal, a Distorted Humor
colt now named Heyaarat, topped the 2012
Keeneland September sale at $1.65 million.
The dam herself brought $1.6 million as
a yearling, then sold for $2.4 million as a
racing or broodmare prospect at the 2008
Keeneland November sale. Grade 1 winner
Mushka earned more than $1 million on
the racetrack.
Hip No. 108, dk. b. or br. c.,
by Smart Strike—My Miss Storm Cat,
by Sea of Secrets, consigned by Denali
Stud, agent for Stonestreet
Thoroughbred Holdings.
Champion My Miss Aurelia is a full
sister to this colt, whose dam is a producer
of two winners from three foals to race.
My Miss Aurelia brought $550,000 as a
yearling, while Shathoor, a half-brother
by Distorted Humor, sold for $850,000 at
the 2012 Keeneland September sale.
Hip No. 136, ch. c., by Distorted
Humor—Pacific Spell, by Langfuhr,
consigned by Brereton C. Jones/Airdrie
Stud, agent.
Champion Proud Spell is this colt’s
most prominent sibling, herself a stakes
producer, both progeny of Mr. Prospector-line sires. I’ll Show Me, a half-sister
by Bernardini, was hammered for $1.3
million at Keeneland September last year.
Hip No. 143, gr. or ro. c., by Tapit—
Peeping Fawn, by Danehill, consigned
by Paramount Sales, agent.
Peeping Fawn was Europe’s champion
3-year-old filly of 2007, is a half-sister to
Group 1 winner and sire Thewayyouare,
and is from the broodmare line of the
influential Blush With Pride. Her lone
foal to sell at public auction, Purely Priceless, by Galileo, brought about $753,775 in
France as a broodmare prospect.

Continued on page 12
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2148 Munnings–Taft Lil Queen
2201 Summer Bird–Almost Paradise
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3020 Trappe Shot–Argentesque
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592 Congrats–Dream Out Loud
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391 Giant’s Causeway–Who Did It and
Run
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3739 Northern Afleet–Zazzle
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Hip No. 149, b. c., by Bernardini—
Pilfer, by Deputy Minister, consigned
by Lane’s End, agent.
He is a full brother to multiple Grade 1
winner and young stallion To Honor and
Serve and a half-brother to Grade 3-placed
Elnaawi. Pilfer brought $1.95 million at
the 2012 Fasig-Tipton November sale with
this colt in utero.
Hip No. 154, gr. or ro. f., by Tapit—
Ponche de Leona, by Ponche, consigned
by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent.
Breeders’ Cup Classic winner and
incoming sire Mucho Macho Man is a halfbrother to this filly, as is stakes-placed
Mucho Man’s Gold. This filly did not meet
her reserve of $675,000 at last year’s FasigTipton November sale.
Hip No. 199, ch. c., by Tapit—
Rhumb Line, by Mr. Greeley,
consigned by Woods Edge Farm, agent.
This cross has worked exceedingly well,
producing multiple Grade 1 winner and
$2.1 million broodmare prospect Zazu,
Grade 2 winner Flashback, and Farraj,
who sold for $1.6 million at this year’s
Ocala Breeders’ Sales Co. March select
sale of 2-year-olds in training.
Hip No. 231, True Elegance, ch. f., by
Distorted Humor—Sealy Hill, by Point
Given, consigned by Gainesway, agent.
Sealy Hill was Canada’s Horse of the
Year in 2007, and her three foals brought
prices ranging from $250,000 to $500,000
(for this filly’s full sister Hillaby) as part of
the Eugene Melnyk dispersal at this year’s
Fasig-Tipton July sale of select horses of
racing age. True Elegance was born on
the Fasig-Tipton sales grounds, about 24
hours prior to her dam bringing $590,000
at the company’s Kentucky winter mixed
sale.

this filly in utero when she sold for $950,000
at the 2013 Keeneland January sale.
Hip No. 275, b. f., by Kitten’s Joy—
Spent Gold, by Unaccounted For,
consigned by Ramsey Farm, agent.
A full sister to multiple Grade 1 winner
Big Blue Kitten. She is the first foal out of
Spent Gold to sell since Big Blue Kitten
established himself as one of North America’s top turf runners.
Hip No. 280, gr. or ro. c.,
by Distorted Humor—Starlight Dreams,
by Black Tie Affair, consigned by
Woods Edge Farm, agent.
This colt is a half-brother to Mastercraftsman, Europe’s champion 2-year-old
male of 2008. Four of the last five foals out
of Starlight Dreams to sell as yearlings
at auction brought more than $500,000,
including Prospector, a Galileo colt who
brought $1.4 million last year at Keeneland September.
Hip No. 288, gr. or ro. f.,
by Unbridled’s Song—Stop Traffic,
by Cure the Blues, consigned by Taylor
Made Sales Agency, agent.
Multiple Grade 1 winner Stop Traffic
has produced Grade 1 winner Cross Traffic and stakes-placed Bianco Tartufo when
mated with the late Unbridled’s Song. Two
of her last three yearlings to sell at auction
have commanded $500,000 or more.
Hip No. 306, b. c., by Tiznow—
Supercharger, by A.P. Indy, consigned
by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent.
This is a half-brother to Kentucky
Derby winner and hot freshman sire
Super Saver, as well as Grade 3 winner
Brethren. Supercharger’s last two foals to
go through the ring as yearlings brought
seven figures, including a Medaglia d’Oro
colt at last year’s Keeneland September
sale who sold for $1.7 million.

Hip No. 254, b. c., by Malibu Moon—
Sleepytime, by Royal Academy,
consigned by Taylor Made Sales
Agency, agent.
Irish classic winner Sleepytime has
a strong broodmare record, with five
winners from six foals to race. These
include Group 3 winner Gentleman’s
Deal, stakes winner Dame Ellen, Group
3-placed Spanish Harlem, and stakesplaced Oh Star. She has had four foals sell
for $500,000 or more at various times in
their careers.

Hip No. 325, Conquering, b. f., by War
Front—Take Charge Lady, by Dehere,
consigned by Eaton Sales, agent.
A filly by one of North America’s most
coveted commercial sires and out of the
2013 Broodmare of the Year, her halfsiblings include champion Will Take
Charge, Grade 1 winner Take Charge
Indy, and graded stakes producer Charming, whose War Front filly topped this
year’s Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale at
$1.25 million. At the 2013 Keeneland sale,
half-sister I’ll Take Charge brought $2.2
million.

Hip No. 256, b. f., by Blame—Snow
Top Mountain, by Najran, consigned
by Brookdale Sales, agent for Audley
Farm Equine.
The first foal out of multiple Grade 3
winner Snow Top Mountain, who carried

Hip No. 331, gr. or ro. f., by Medaglia
d’Oro—Tap Your Heels, by Unbridled,
consigned by Dromoland Farm, agent.
A half-brother to Grade 1 winner and
leading sire Tapit, with notable sires in
his family including Rubiano, Glitterman,

and Summer Bird. Aldrin, a half-brother
by Malibu Moon, topped this year’s Keeneland April sale of 2-year-olds at $1 million.
Hip No. 332, dk. b. or br. c., by
Distorted Humor—Tar Heel Mom,
by Flatter, consigned by Upson Downs
Farm, agent.
The first foal out of multiple Grade
2 winner Tar Heel Mom. The dam is a
half-sister to Grade 3 winner and classicplaced Scrappy T and stakes producer
Malamado.
Hip No. 345, dk. b. or br. c.,
by Unbridled’s Song—Tizamazing,
by Cee’s Tizzy, consigned by Burleson
Farms, agent.
Tizamazing is the dam of Preakness
Stakes winner Oxbow and Grade 3-placed
stakes winner Awesome Patriot, both of
whom are young Kentucky sires. This
colt comes from a prominent family tree
that started with the cross of Cee’s Tizzy
and second dam Cee’s Song, which also
produced Horse of the Year Tiznow, Grade
2 winners Budroyale and Tizdubai, and
the dam of Grade 1 winner Paynter.
Hip No. 367, gr. or ro. f., by Medaglia
d’Oro—Unrivaled Belle, by Unbridled’s
Song, consigned by Eaton Sales, agent.
The first foal out of 2010 Breeders’ Cup
Ladies’ Classic winner Unrivaled Belle.
The dam sold for $2.8 million at the 2011
Keeneland November sale.
Hip No. 398, b. f., by Galileo—
Wild Wind, by Danehill Dancer,
consigned by Denali Stud, agent.
This Irish-bred filly is the first foal
out of the German-bred, French classicplaced Wild Wind. The dam sold for $1.52
million at the 2012 Arqana December sale.
Hip No. 401, ch. c., by Giant’s
Causeway—Wilshewed, by Carson City,
consigned by Valkyre Stud, agent for
The Estate of William L. Currin.
The Storm Cat-line pedigree of this
colt puts him on a similar cross to Grade
1-winning Stormello and Grade 2 winner
My Best Brother, half-brothers who are
both by Stormy Atlantic. Gala Award, a
Grade 3-winning half-brother by Bernardini, was the second-highest-priced offering of the 2012 Keeneland September sale,
bringing $1.55 million.
Hip No. 431, gr. or ro. c., by Tapit—
Air France, by French Deputy,
consigned by Taylor Made Sales
Agency, agent.
Air France is the dam of Grade 2
winners Smooth Air and Overdriven.
This colt sold as a weanling for $300,000 at
last year’s Keeneland November sale.
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Blockbuster Performances
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this summer’s biggest racing events.
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Hip No. 434, ch. c., by Scat Daddy—
Alittlebitearly, by Thunder Gulch,
consigned by Gainesway, agent.
Alittlebitearly is the dam of three
winners from three foals to race, including Haskell Invitational winner Bayern,
who sold for $320,000 as a 2-year-old.
Hip No. 441, gr. or ro. c., by Unbridled’s Song—Amen Hallelujah, by
Montbrook, consigned by Woods Edge
Farm, agent.
Multiple Grade 2 winner Amen Hallelujah’s first foal. After having this colt, the
mare sold in foal to Distorted Humor for
$950,000 at the 2013 Keeneland November
sale.
Hip No. 456, b. f., by Unbridled’s
Song—Ask the Moon, by Malibu Moon,
consigned by Woods Edge Farm, agent.
Ask the Moon, a two-time Grade 1
winner who sold as a broodmare prospect for $800,000 in 2011, had this filly as
her first foal, then brought $1.8 million in
foal to War Front at the 2013 Keeneland
November sale.
Hip No. 460, dk. b. or br. c., by Bernar-
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dini—Ava Knowsthecode, by Cryptoclearance, consigned by Valkyre Stud,
agent for Oakbrook Farm.
The reputation of dam Ava Knowsthecode has steadily grown at auction as
her runners continue to prove themselves
on the track, including Grade 1 winner
Justin Philip, Grade 2 winner Keyed
Entry, and Grade 3 winners Successful
Mission and Algorithms. Encrypt, a halfbrother by Tapit, commanded $1.2 million
at last year’s Keeneland September sale.
Hip No. 552, Crafty’s Way, ch. f.,
by Giant’s Causeway—Crafty Oak,
by Crafty Prospector, consigned by
Warrendale Sales, agent.
A full sister to multiple Grade 1 winner
and young sire Giant Oak, as well as Grade
3-placed stakes winner Apple Martini. She
will be the first foal out of Grade 3 winner
Crafty Oak to sell at auction.
Hip No. 573, gr. or ro. f., by Mizzen
Mast—Deceptive, by Clever Trick,
consigned by Four Star Sales, agent for
Joe Perrotta.
Two-time Breeders’ Cup Turf Sprint
winner Mizdirection is a full sister to this
filly and brought $2.7 million as a broodmare prospect following her second Breed-
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ers’ Cup win. The dam has produced five
winners from as many foals to race, including stakes winner Hurricane Bernie.
Hip No. 575, dk. b. or br. c., by Street
Cry—Delta Princess, by A.P. Indy,
Property of Adena Springs.
This colt is a half-brother to three-time
champion Royal Delta, bred on a similar
Mr. Prospector-line cross. The late dam,
Delta Princess, has had three foals eclipse
seven figures at public auction, including Khozan, a Distorted Humor colt who
brought $1 million at this year’s FasigTipton Florida select juvenile sale.
Hip No. 589, dk. b. or br. f., by
Medaglia d’Oro—Dowry, by Belong
to Me, Property of Royal Oak Farm.
Grade 1 winner Nereid and Grade
1-placed stakes winner Sea Queen are
half-sisters to this filly. The former sold for
$1.3 million to register the second-highest
price of the 2013 Keeneland January sale.
Hip No. 598, ch. f., by Sea The Stars—
Dress Uniform, by Red Ransom,
consigned by Gainesway, agent for Mt.
Brilliant Farm.

Continued on page 16
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One of two offerings in the sale by Irish
stallion Sea The Stars. This Irish-bred
filly is out of Dress Uniform, who is a
sister to three stakes producers and has
had two of her three foals bring $300,000
or more at auction.
Hip No. 606, dk. b. or br. c., by
Smart Strike—Elarose, by Storm Cat,
consigned by Lane’s End, agent.
The second foal out of Elarose, a placed
daughter of Broodmare of the Year Take
Charge Lady, and the first of her offspring
to sell at auction. The mare was an $800,000
yearling at the 2008 Keeneland sale.

drf.com/breeding

The first foal out of two-time Grade
1 winner Evening Jewel and from the
family of Grade 1 winners General Challenge and Notable Career.
Hip No. 680, b. c., by War Front—
Gold Vault, by Arch, consigned by
Claiborne Farm, agent.
Multiple Grade 1 winner Contested is a
half-sister to this colt and went on to sell
as a broodmare prospect for $2.3 million.
The 2012 Keeneland September sale
featured Mosler, a full brother who sold
for $1.05 million.

Hip No. 616, ch. c., by Pulpit—
Enchanted Rock, by Giant’s Causeway,
consigned by Gainesway, agent.
This colt from the final crop of late sire
Pulpit is a full brother to Grade 2 winner
El Padrino and a half-brother to the multiple Grade 1 winner Verrazano.

Hip No. 704, gr. or ro. f., by Tapit—
Heat Lightning, by Summer Squall,
consigned by Bluegrass Thoroughbred
Services, agent.
This filly is bred on a similar A.P. Indyline cross as her half-brothers, champion
Stevie Wonderboy and Group 3 winner
Theyskens’ Theory. A Bernardini colt out
of Heat Lightning sold for $650,000 at last
year’s Keeneland September sale.

Hip No. 624, b. f., by Medaglia d’Oro—
Evening Jewel, by Northern Afleet,
consigned by Taylor Made Sales, agent
for Aaron and Marie Jones.

Hip No. 712, b. c., by Smart Strike—
Hollywood Story, by Wild Rush,
consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales
Agency, agent.

Grade 1 winner Hollywood Story has
had three foals offered at auction, with
two changing hands. Hollywood Idol, a
full brother to this colt, sold for $650,000 at
the 2012 Keeneland September sale, while
Miss Hollywood, by Malibu Moon, brought
$1.35 million at last year’s auction.
Hip No. 747, b. c., by Galileo—
Justenuffheart, by Broad Brush,
consigned by Lane’s End, agent for Mr.
Brilliant Farm.
This Irish-bred colt is out of multiple
stakes winner Justenuffheart, who is
the dam of champion Dreaming of Anna
and Grade 2 winners Lewis Michael and
Justenuffhumor, plus a half-sister to
leading sire Kitten’s Joy. Her most recent
foal to sell at auction, Crowned Heart, by
Distorted Humor, sold for $500,000 at the
2012 Keeneland September sale.
Hip No. 749, gr. or ro. c., by Tapit—
Justwhistledixie, by Dixie Union,
consigned by Clearsky Farms, agent.
A half-brother to Breeders’ Cup Juvenile winner New Year’s Day. Multiple
Grade 2 winner Justwhistledixie’s two
foals prior to this colt brought $425,000
and $600,000 at public auction.
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Productive broodmare sire Dehere could
make an impact at Keeneland September
By Nicole Russo
Dehere, the champion juvenile male of
1993, died earlier this year at age 23, but
he is poised to continue making an impact
on the sport for years to come. The Deputy
Minister stallion has quietly fashioned a
solid career as a broodmare sire.
Through Aug. 26, Dehere’s daughters
have produced 928 winners – including
71 stakes winners – to bankroll a total of
$96,922,947, posting solid average earnings of $74,214. Most notably, Dehere is
the sire of reigning Broodmare of the
Year Take Charge Lady, whose offspring
include champion Will Take Charge and
Grade 1 winner Take Charge Indy. He is
also the sire of Candytuft, whose champion son Midnight Lute captured two
editions of the Breeders’ Cup Sprint.
Dehere also sired the dam of Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf winner
More Than Real, and the dams of Grade
1 winners Graydar, So Many Ways, and
Tamarando. The former Coolmore Stud
stallion’s career took him around the
globe, as he stood in Japan, shuttled
to Australia, and ultimately landed in
Turkey. Appropriately, he is represented
as broodmare sire by several stakes
winners internationally, including multiple Australian Group 1 winner Forensics.
Take Charge Lady’s filly by popular
young commercial sire War Front is among
the 19 yearlings out of Dehere mares cataloged at the Keeneland September yearling
sale, which opens Sept. 8. The group of
mares represented includes a number of
stakes winners, as well as some of Dehere’s
more consistent stakes producers.
Take Charge Lady herself won three
Grade 1 events and bankrolled more
than $2.48 million. As a broodmare, she
is now the dam of four winners from five
starters, including Will Take Charge,
winner of last year’s Travers Stakes and
Clark Handicap; and 2012 Florida Derby
winner Take Charge Indy.
Will Take Charge cost Willis Horton
$425,000 as a Keeneland September yearling three years ago – which looks like a
bargain now, with the family’s commercial popularity skyrocketing. Last year,
Take Charge Lady’s daughter by Indian
Charlie sold for $2.2 million to Mandy
Pope, making her the most expensive
filly of the Keeneland September sale.
At the recent Fasig-Tipton Saratoga
selected yearling sale, Horton went to a

Barbara D. Livingston

Take Charge Lady is one of the Dehere mares represented in the Keeneland sale.
sale-topping $1.25 million for a War Front
filly out of Take Charge Lady’s winning
daughter Charming. Take Charge Lady’s
War Front filly will be consigned as
agent by Eaton Sales, which purchased
the broodmare for $4.2 million on behalf
of a partnership at the 2004 Keeneland

November breeding stock sale.
Aside from Take Charge Lady, four
other Dehere mares have yearlings cataloged in Book 1 of the Keeneland September sale. Among them is stakes winner

Continued on page 18
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Beautician, who finished second in the
2009 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies. Her
second foal is a Giant’s Causeway colt,
consigned by Runnymede Farm, agent;
her first foal is an unraced 2-year-old.
A few hips later will come a Bernardini colt out of Grade 2 winner Belle of
Perintown, the dam of Grade 3 winner
Strike It Rich and stakes-placed winner
Sumptuous. Denali Stud consigns the
colt as agent for Stonestreet Thoroughbred Holdings.
Also included in Book 1 are a pair of
Lonhro fillies out of stakes-placed Dehere
mares. Cold Awakening is already the dam
of Illinois Derby winner Recapturetheglory, while Australian-bred Devout
produced stakes-placed winner Anna
Sophia. The two fillies are consigned as
agent by Paramount Sales and Taylor
Made Sales Agency, respectively.
Happy Scene, the dam of Grade 1
winner So Many Ways, is represented
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by her yearling filly by Giant Oak,
consigned by Penn Sales in Book 3.
Other Dehere mares with yearlings
cataloged at the Keeneland September
sale include Arrested Dreams, the dam
of two stakes horses, including Grade 2
winner Oratory; multiple stakes producers Sha Hearah and Carna; stakes
winner Maddie’s Promise; and Buy Out
Time, Here Comes Chelsie, Illuminance,
Near Mint, and Paris Notion, all of whom
are the dams of stakes-placed winners.
It should come as no surprise that
Dehere developed into a productive
broodmare sire, as he was given all the
tools to do so by his sire line, beginning
with Deputy Minister. The Vice Regent
horse is represented by the dams of 227
stakes winners, including seven champions, who have earned more than $223.6
million. Deputy Minister reigned as
North America’s leading broodmare sire
in 2007 – and even though 2014 marks a
decade since his death, he continued to
hold seventh in last year’s rankings.

Deputy Minister is most notably represented by Better Than Honour, sire of
Belmont Stakes winners Rags to Riches
and Jazil, Breeders’ Cup Marathon
winner Man of Iron, and Grade 2 winner
Casino Drive; and by Sherriff’s Deputy,
dam of two-time Horse of the Year and
2014 Hall of Fame inductee Curlin. He
also sired California Sunset, the dam of
recent Travers Stakes winner V. E. Day.
Vice Regent, broodmare sire of champion and classic winner Victory Gallop
and Dubai World Cup winner Captain
Steve, was by the immortal Northern
Dancer. Northern Dancer was North
America’s leading broodmare sire in
1991, and he has continued to leave
an overwhelming mark on the breed
through his sons and grandsons. Since
1991, a son or grandson of Northern
Dancer has led the North American
broodmare sire list 10 times.
Follow Nicole Russo on Twitter
@DRFRusso
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Q&A with Antony Beck
By Joe Nevills
LEXINGTON, Ky. – As far as silver
anniversaries go, the milestone 25th
year marking the Beck family’s ownership of Gainesway has been one to
remember.
The Lexington farm houses arguably
the hottest stallion in North America
in Tapit, whose 2014 accomplishments
include siring Belmont Stakes winner
Tonalist and Kentucky Oaks winner
Untapable and having a pair of fillies
sell for $1 million or more at the recent
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga select yearling
sale. Through Aug. 25, Tapit was North
America’s leading sire by earnings, as
his runners have bankrolled more than
$9.6 million. That is almost $3 million
more than the second-ranked stallion,
Candy Ride.
Gainesway’s sales consignment operation is poised for an active Keeneland
September yearling sale, with 175 horses
in this year’s catalog. Last month,
Gainesway consigned the most expensive colt of the Saratoga sale, an $800,000
Bernardini colt from the family of the
farm’s own stallion, Belmont and Travers
winner Birdstone.
Antony Beck serves as Gainesway’s
owner and president, overseeing one of
the Thoroughbred industry’s most prominent operations. He is following in the
footsteps of his father, the late Graham
Beck, a successful South African businessman, winemaker, and horseman who
purchased the Gainesway property from
founder John Gaines in 1989.
DRF Breeding staff writer Joe Nevills
spoke with Beck in late August about
the state of the yearling market and the
success of Tapit.
What is your assessment of the yearling market, and where do you see it
headed for the rest of 2014?
“I think so far, it looks like the market
is up. I thought the [Fasig-Tipton
Kentucky] July sale was fairly strong. I
thought the Saratoga sale was extremely
strong. I think it’s a very fair market. If
you have an attractive, athletic yearling
that’s reasonably well bred, the market
will reward you very well.
“Going forward, I expect [Keeneland]
September should be up on last year,
maybe somewhere between 10 and 15
percent, which would be a wonderful
result for everybody. People want to race
horses. They’re enjoying racing, they
like the competition of the sport. I think
people are feeling wealthier and are
ready to spend money again.”

Antony Beck, owner and president of Gainesway in Lexington, Ky.
How do you see the middle market
playing out?
“I think the markets are getting more
and more differentiated. The top of the
market is going to get even stronger, and
at the lower end, it’s going to be tougher
to find new owners for those horses. The
middle market is the tough one and actually the most important part of it all. I
expect it to be stronger for the right horse.
I think breeders are a lot more marketsavvy and don’t set crazy reserves.”
What are your thoughts on Keeneland’s revamped select format now
that we’ve had a year to mull it over?
“I think it worked very well last year.

Courtesy of Gaineway Farm

Most consignors and most breeders liked
it very much. These days, you see horses
that maybe don’t have as select a pedigree
but frequently are very good individuals
and sell very well. Generally, I think it’s a
winning formula.”
Did the select format change anything
from your perspective as a buyer?
“I try to buy some nice colts if I can.
It’s become very tough to buy them, both
at the yearling sales and the 2-year-old
sales. There’s a lot of competition for those
really good animals, but maybe we’ll get
lucky again this year.”

Continued on page 20
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Continued from page 19
Gainesway partnered with Stonestreet Farm on a pair of purchases at
last year’s Keeneland September sale.
Can you discuss the importance to
Gainesway’s strategy of working in
tandem with other operations?
“Last year and this year, we’ve partnered with Stonestreet and Mt. Brilliant
Farm, [whose owners are] very good
friends of mine. Obviously, partnering on
expensive horses does minimize the risk
somewhat. It’s something that I certainly
would like to do going forward. It’s all
about trying to find horses that could
become stallion prospects for Gainesway.”
What is the one thing you would most
like to see change in the bloodstock
market?
“I’d love to see a lot more buyers and a
lot more people enjoying the sport. Right
now, there are a lot of extremely wealthy
people out there that are looking for ways
to invest in their leisure activities. A lot
of these people are very successful, naturally competitive businesspeople, and as
a result would really enjoy horse racing.
They would be more drawn to it if they
believed there was a level playing field and
the athletes never had any drugs when they
competed.
“I’m hopeful that the new initiatives
going forward to eliminate all race-day
medication will have a beneficial effect on
introducing new buyers to enjoy the sport
and participate on the business end.”
Do you see Gainesway’s sales operation as a useful marketing tool for your
stallions, for example, selling yearlings
by Tapit?
“I think Tapit has been an exceptional
phenomenon in America, and especially
for Gainesway. Certainly, the market
appreciation for him is incredible, and
whether we sell the horses or other people
sell them, there’s a tremendous demand.
He’s had a phenomenal year this year,
and fortunately, he’s got a large number
of high-quality, big books of mares that
he’s been bred to for the last few years.”
Describe the road Tapit has traveled
from a $15,000 stallion to one of North
America’s perennial leading stallions.
“I always liked Tapit as a stallion prospect. He had tremendous speed and
tremendous ability as a runner. After
his undefeated 2-year-old season, he won
the Wood Memorial ... and was the [third]
favorite going into the Kentucky Derby
itself, and ran a terrible race on a muddy,
sloppy track that day. We were lucky to
acquire him after that.
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ANTONY BECK
FAMILY: Wife

Angela, five children

POSITION: President, Gainesway in Lexington, Ky.
WEBSITE: www.gainesway.com
BACKGROUND: Dating back to his family’s
initial foray into the business when he was
a child, Antony Beck has had a lifelong
passion for Thoroughbreds. He has previously been involved in the industry in his
native South Africa and in England, but he
currently serves as president of Gainesway,
which was purchased by his late father,
Graham, in 1989. Beck and his family reside
on the historic farm in Lexington, Ky. With
his family, Beck owns Graham Beck Wines
in South Africa.
OTHER INDUSTRY INVOLVEMENT: Board of trustees, Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders
Association; board of directors, Breeders’
Cup; board of directors, Keeneland; member,
Jockey Club
2014 GAINESWAY STALLION ROSTER: Afleet

Alex,
Afleet Express, Birdstone, Hat Trick, Tapit,
Tapizar, To Honor and Serve
“I always, frankly, believed in the
horse. I generally breed a lot of my own
mares to the stallions, and I did very well
out of it. We didn’t radically increase his
stud fee immediately, but every year, it’s
gone up or at least stayed the same. This
year, I think he was the co-highest-priced
stallion standing in North America [tied
with War Front at $150,000], and I think
next year, his fee is most likely going to
go up again.”
Gainesway stands two sons of established stallions on the roster in Afleet
Express (by Afleet Alex) and Tapizar
(by Tapit). How important is it for
Gainesway to seek out those successors to the farm’s signature stallions?
“I don’t think one necessarily looks to
get sons of one’s own stallions to stand at
stud. But I personally believe Tapit is the
best stallion in America by far, so I very
definitely look to get as many of his sons
to stand at Gainesway as I possibly can,
particularly the very good ones.
“Tapizar was an amazingly fast, speedy
miler, one of the best-looking horses I’ve
ever seen, and he’s got amazing foals this
year. I’ve been fortunate to breed to him,
and I plan to breed to him again this year.
I think he’s going to be a good one.”

Barbara D. Livingston

Leading sire Tapit stands at Gainesway.

How does the South African bloodstock
market compare and contrast with the
U.S. market?
“One thing in South Africa, we were
never really able to get the best stallions to
[stand] there, so we focused on pedigree.
One of the best stallions we ever had was
an unraced son of Danzig named National
Assembly. He was a very good stallion in
South Africa, and from his second-to-last
crop, he had Soft Falling Rain, who won
group stakes in Europe and Dubai.
“Pedigree since then has been uppermost in my mind, and Tapit has a superb
pedigree.”
Do you find any parallels between the
Thoroughbred market and the wine
market?
“In both wine and horses, quality
always sells.”
Do you have any goals for the remainder of 2014 or 2015?
“I would really like to win a Breeders’
Cup race one day [as an owner], hopefully
sooner rather than later. Timber Country
was in 1994 [winner of the Juvenile, in
partnership with Overbrook Farm and
Robert and Beverly Lewis], so it’s been 20
years since we won a Breeders’ Cup race,
and I’d like to win one soon.
“We’ve sold yearlings for millions of
dollars, we’ve sold many Grade 1 winners,
and we’ve stood good stallions, but my
main contribution [to the farm] is to have
[assembled] a wonderful team of motivated
and dedicated people. Going forward, I
want the same people to look after the farm
as well as they have, serve the interests of
our clients as much as they have, and to
have as much fun as we possibly can.”

LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO RACE, TRAIN,
OWN AND BREED A GRADE I WINNER?
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Winner of the Grade I Belmont Stakes;
Bred by Mr. and Mrs. Rene Woolcott and
raised at their Woodslane Farm

Demonstrative

VIRGINIA TRAINED
& OWNED

Winner of the Grade I NY Turf Writers Cup;
Trained by Richard Valentine; Owned by
Mrs. George Ohrstrom, Jr.

Wicked Strong
VIRGINIA BROKEN

VE Day

VIRGINIA OWNED

Tonalist

VIRGINIA RAISED

Broken by Paula Parsons at
Centennial Farms; Winner of the
Grade I Wood Memorial

Winner of the Grade I Travers Stakes;
Owned by Magalen O. Bryant

Winner of the Grade I Arlington Million
Stakes; Owned by Andrew Bentley
Stables and Virginian Rusty Carrier

Hardest Core
VIRGINIA OWNED

Visit www.vabred.org—the best source for Virginia breeding and racing news
For more information on the Virginia Breeders Fund or Virginia Stakes Program, contact the Virginia Thoroughbred Association at (434) 977-3716.
The VTA is sponsored by the Virginia Horse Industry Board
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versatility from a turf champion
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
The prejudice against grass horses as
stallions remains strong among American commercial breeders, despite the fact
that both El Prado and his champion turf
male son, Kitten’s Joy, have led the American sire list in the new millennium. And
indeed, Kitten’s Joy’s leadership last year
was due mostly to his five 2013 Grade 1
winners on turf.
One of Kitten’s Joy’s successors as
champion turf male struck another blow
for grass runners last Saturday, and this
time critics of turf form cannot knock the
result because of the surface. Instead, the
victory of V. E. Day, a son of 2007 champion
turf male English Channel, in the Grade
1 Travers Stakes on dirt is yet another
illustration that the widely held belief that
grass horses cannot sire top dirt runners
is overstated.
English Channel was certainly a grass
horse, and a very good one, well up to the
international standard. Bred in Kentucky
by Ann and Terry McBrayer’s Keene Ridge
Farm, by dual leading sire Smart Strike
and out of Belva, by Theatrical, English
Channel had a pedigree that provided
evidence to support channeling him
toward either dirt or turf. Smart Strike,
by Mr. Prospector, was a top-class miler on
dirt who never ran on turf but had already
sired high-class runners on both surfaces.
His dam, Belva, on the other hand, was
unraced – but her sire, Theatrical, was a
champion grass horse and top grass sire,
and she was a full sister to Pharma, a Grade
1 winner on turf, and to Hap, a multiple
Grade 2 winner on the inner course. Their
dam, Committed, by Hagley, had been a
champion sprinter and multiple Group 1
winner in Europe despite an undeniably
“dirt” pedigree.
James Scatuorchio paid just $50,000 for
English Channel at the 2003 Keeneland
September yearling sale, and his trainer,
Eclipse Award winner Todd Pletcher,
apparently had no doubts about the proper
surface for his charge. English Channel
made his first start in a 1 1/16-mile turf
maiden as a 2-year-old at Saratoga and
never raced on dirt in 22 subsequent starts
in four seasons on the track. Of course, the
fact that he won that maiden venture by a
length may well have had a bit to do with
the future course of his racing career.
Beaten in his first start at 3 in March at
Gulfstream, English Channel reeled off
four consecutive wins over the next four
months, including victories in the Wood-

Travers winners sold at Keeneland SINCE 1980
Year

Winner

2014
V. E. Day
2013
Will Take Charge
2012	Golden Ticket
2011
Stay Thirsty
2010	Afleet Express
2005
Flower Alley
		
2000	Unshaded
1999
Lemon Drop Kid
1996
Will’s Way
1995	Thunder Gulch
1991
Corporate Report
		
1980	Temperence Hill

Sale

Price

Keeneland September
Keeneland September
Keeneland April
Keeneland September
Keeneland January
Keeneland September
Keeneland November
Keeneland September
Keeneland September
Keeneland September
Keeneland July
Keeneland September
Keeneland November
Keeneland September

lawn Stakes, Colonial Turf Cup, and Grade
3 Virginia Derby. Favored at 4-5 in the
Grade 1 Secretariat, he was upset by Gun
Salute, and then was beaten a head by the
brilliant but fragile older horse Shakespeare (by English Channel’s broodmare
sire, Theatrical) in the Grade 1 Joe Hirsch
Turf Classic. Victory in the 2005 Breeders’
Cup Turf would have earned him champion turf male honors as a 3-year-old, but
English Channel ran like a tired horse,
finishing fifth behind Shirocco after pressing the early pace.
English Channel had proven himself a
high-class grass horse at 3, and he reiterated his standing at 4 and 5, but for much
of those two racing seasons, he seemed to
find one too good for him on the biggest
occasions, just as he had at 3. He won the
Grade 1 Turf Classic at Churchill Downs,
the Grade 1 United Nations, and the Joe
Hirsch at 4, but defeats in the Arlington
Million and Breeders’ Cup Turf cost him
the championship.
At 5, English Channel proved his fitness
with an allowance victory at Gulfstream
but then ran by far the worst race of his
career in the Group 1 Dubai Duty Free in
Dubai, finishing 12th. Upon his return to
America, he coupled repeat victories in the
United Nations and Joe Hirsch with good
seconds in the Grade 1 Manhattan Handicap and Sword Dancer Stakes on the way to
a third attempt at the Breeders’ Cup Turf.
This time, English Channel came through
when it mattered most, leading most of the
way on a rain-soaked Monmouth course to
win easily by seven lengths, clinching the
Eclipse Award.
When English Channel retired to Brad
Kelley’s Bluegrass Hall in 2008, however,

Buyer

$105,000
Bradley Thoroughbreds
425,000
Willis D. Horton
100,000
Carter Stewart
160,000
Whitehorse Stables
245,000 	Two Brothers Stable
165,000
Eugene Melnyk
50,000
Bruce Smart
27,000
Jim Tafel
200,000
Mrs. M.J. Dance Jr.
95,000
Equix Biomechanics
40,000
Ken Ellenberg
350,000 	D. Wayne Lukas
255,000
Jim Eigel
80,000
John E. Anthony

he was not most commercial breeders’
idea of a hot stallion prospect. In addition
to his exclusively turf form, he is not the
most impressive physical specimen. A bit
below medium-sized at 15.3 hands, he is
correct enough but rather lightly made
and plain, which is not at all uncommon in
the offspring of Smart Strike. The fact that
he was an undeniably top-class racehorse,
tough and durable enough to win 13 of 23
starts and earn more than $5.3 million,
carried little weight with many breeders.
English Channel moved to stand alongside
his sire at Will Farish’s Lane’s End beginning in 2010.
In an era of three-figure books, English
Channel has averaged only 84 foals in his
first three crops. It is true that his offspring
have not lit up the skies as dramatically as,
for example, Kitten’s Joy’s, but he has sired
16 stakes winners among those 251 foals, a
respectable 6.4 percent stakes-winners-tofoals strike rate.
It is also true that 12 of those 16 stakes
winners earned their black type on turf,
but in American racing, that takes on the
aura of a self-fulfilling prophecy. His only
champion to date, 2012 Canadian champion 3-year-old colt Strait of Dover (out of
Bahrain Star, by Danzig), earned his championship through victory in the Queen’s
Plate on Woodbine’s synthetic main track.
Graded stakes winners Optimizer (Indy
Pick, by A.P. Indy), The Pizza Man (I Can
Fan Fan, by Lear Fan), Parranda (Dynamic
Feature, by Rahy), Skyring (Violet Lady,
by Seattle Slew), Channel Lady (Queen
Supreme, by King of Kings), and Potomac
River (Reba’s Approval, by With Approval)
are all grass horses.
Before V. E. Day came along, English

drf.com/breeding

Channel’s best dirt horse by far was
Blueskiesnrainbows (Cho Cho San, by
Deputy Minister), who built his reputation on synthetic courses in California
but transferred that ability to dirt with a
victory in the Grade 2 San Pasqual Stakes
at Santa Anita last winter.
V. E. Day was bred in Kentucky by
Kelley’s Bluegrass Hall and sold at the
Keeneland September yearling sale for
$105,000 to Bradley Thoroughbreds. In
fact, each of the last five Travers winners,
including dead-heater Golden Ticket in
2012, has been sold at Keeneland. As shown
in the accompanying box, since 1980, 13
winners of the Travers have been Keeneland graduates as either weanlings, yearlings, or juveniles.
Pinhooked to the OBS March sale of
select 2-year-olds in training, V. E. Day was
purchased by Chester Stables for $135,000
on behalf of Magalen O. Bryant. Like his
sire, V. E. Day began his career on grass,
but he won his maiden in his third start
when a one-mile turf test was rained onto
the sloppy main track at Belmont. He
scored again in a 1 1/8-mile turf allowance,
but then trainer Jimmy Jerkens decided to
try him in the Curlin Stakes on Saratoga’s
main track. He won by a head with a late
charge, and then repeated the same tactics
in the Travers to defeat stablemate Wicked
Strong by a nose.
V. E. Day is the seventh foal and first
stakes winner out of California Sunset,
an unraced daughter of leading sire and
broodmare sire Deputy Minister from one
of the best families developed by Darby
Dan Farm. California Sunset is a halfsister to multiple stakes winner Don’t Read
My Lips, by Turkoman, the dam of Grade 3
winners Hotstufanthensome, by Awesome
Again, and Silver Charades, by Broad
Brush, and stakes winner Tacit Agreement, by Unbridled.
Her dam, Our Dear Sue, by Roberto, is
a full sister to 1988 champion turf male
Sunshine Forever, from the great family
of foundation mare Golden Trail, by Hasty
Road, ancestress of top runners Ryafan,
Memories of Silver, Winter Memories,
Brian’s Time, Monarchos, Dynaformer,
and Offlee Wild, among many others.
V. E. Day’s closest inbreeding is a 5x4
duplication of Northern Dancer, which is
so common as to be hardly worth noting in
the contemporary Thoroughbred. Among
English Channel’s other top offspring, Optimizer is inbred 3x3 to Mr. Prospector, Strait
of Dover 5x3 to Northern Dancer, Skyring
5x4 to Northern Dancer, and Channel Lady
5x4 to Northern Dancer – all very, very
common repetitions in current pedigrees.
It is notable, however, that English Channel’s only two graded stakes winners on
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Barbara D. Livingston

V. E. Day’s win on dirt in the Travers added to the appeal of sire English Channel.
dirt, Blueskiesnrainbows and V. E. Day,
are both sons of mares by Deputy Minister, who, like Smart Strike, sired top-class
runners on all surfaces.
Just a few days before V. E. Day’s victory
in the Travers, it was announced that
English Channel will be moved from Lane’s
End to Calumet Farm, now owned by Brad

Kelley, for the 2015 breeding season. V. E.
Day’s Travers victory may not convince
many commercial breeders that English
Channel is an attractive option, but that is
their loss and likely Kelley’s gain.
English Channel may not be a consistent
sire of top sales horses, but he is capable of
getting high-class runners on any surface.

Brilliantly consistent, consistently brilliant.

Tale of the Cat – Chipeta Springs by Alydar

Fall

PREPARE FOR THE
OF THE HAMMER

Gio Ponti is a horse whose
“
yearlings Europeans, as well as

ALREADY THE SIRE OF

THE HIGHEST PRICED
FRESHMAN YEARLING of 2014

Americans, should have on their
lists at the yearling sales
Bill Oppenheim TDN 7. 2.14

”

$500,000

filly | bought byJohn Ferguson
at Saratoga

3 ECLIPSE AWARDS
7 Grade 1’s • 19 lifetime G1 starts,
14 times 1st or 2nd
29 lifetime starts, 22 times 1st or 2nd

The $6million horse

Check out first crop yearlings
at Keeneland September Sale
9/8 thru 9/21

Inquiries to Stuart Fitzgibbon: 2469 Iron Works Pike, Lexington, KY 40511 (859) 455-9222 Fax (859) 455-8892 www.castletonlyons.com
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