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keeneland january
sales preview

keeneland january helps establish commercial market
hips to watch at the january sale
don alberto on the rise in the U.S.
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Steady market expected
for Keeneland January sale

Keeneland photo

The four-day Keeneland January sale, featuring 1,610 offerings, will look to build on the momentum from the November sales.

By Joe Nevills
The overarching theme of the 2014
auction calendar was steadiness at a
competitive level following three years of
rapid growth in the commercial marketplace. That trend began with last year’s
Keeneland January horses of all ages
sale and is expected to continue during
the 2015 renewal.
Geoffrey Russell, Keeneland’s director
of sales, said the stability of the bloodstock market has started to become
apparent over the past year beyond

numbers on a balance sheet.
“It’s interesting,” Russell said. “If you
drive around Central Kentucky, you’ll see
so much fencing going up, and the same
thing goes for ourselves on the [Keeneland] property. Things that we have
deferred for a while because we didn’t
have the cash for it, and with farms the
same way, now they have some extra cash
in their pockets and are going back and
doing the repairs and maintenance, which
is always the longest list at any farm.
“That just shows that they’re putting
back into the farms and reinvesting

in the farm,” Russell added, “be it in a
broodmare or just in the structure of the
farm itself.”
The four-day Keeneland sale kicks off
the 2015 major North American auction
calendar and will look to build on the
momentum from the Kentucky November sales at Keeneland and Fasig-Tipton.
Keeneland’s November breeding stock
sale posted minor gains in total receipts
and average price while maintaining a
record median that was reached for the
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KEENELAND JANUARY HORSES
OF ALL AGES SALE

KEENELAND JANUARY HORSES
OF ALL AGES SALE RESULTS, 2005-2014

WHEN: January 12-15, 2015, 10 a.m. Eastern

YEAR	SOLD	AVERAGE	MEDIAN	

GROSS

WHERE: Keeneland Sales Pavilion, 4201 Versailles Rd., Lexington, Ky. 40510

2014

1,027

$39,947

$20,000

$41,025,700

PHONE: (859) 254-3412

2013

1,105

40,912

15,000

45,207,300

CATALOG: 1,610 hips, up 1 percent from 1,590 last year

2012

1,003

37,878

15,000

37,991,900

RECENT HISTORY: The 2014 sale posted mixed results, selling 1,027 horses for

2011

1,021

24,731

7,500

25,250,350

2010

982

24,333

8,000

23,895,100

2009

1,338

24,532

9,500

32,824,000

$41,025,700 (down 9 percent compared with 2013), an average price of $39,947
(down 2 percent), and a median of $20,000 (up 33 percent). Brushwood Stable
purchased Ponche de Leona, a Ponche mare who previously produced multiple
Grade 1 winner Mucho Macho Man and was in foal to Distorted Humor, for
$775,000 from the consignment of Blake-Albina Thoroughbred Services, agent,
to top the sale. The highest-priced yearling was a Kitten’s Joy colt purchased by
Philip Blake for $235,000 from the consignment of Castle Park Farm, agent.
Internet: Live streaming at www.keeneland.com

Continued from page 3
second straight year. Russell said he
expected the momentum created at the
November sales to carry through to the
next stop on the calendar.
“November was very strong on all
levels of the market,” Russell said.
“There was great, spirited bidding
throughout the whole sale, and we hope
that will continue on. There does seem to
be a revived interest in long-term investment in this industry, which I think is
very good – at all levels of the market, not
just at the top end or the bottom. Everyone seems to be interested in getting back
in, and I think that bodes well for the
industry.”
This year’s Keeneland January sale
will start Monday and run through
Thursday, beginning each day at 10 a.m.
Eastern.
The catalog consists of 1,610 offerings,
including 605 broodmares, 135 racing or
broodmare prospects, 563 newly turned
yearlings, 282 horses of racing age, and 25
stallion prospects. The number cataloged
is up 1 percent from last year when 1,590
horses were cataloged.
While returns from recent auctions
suggest that the market is beginning to
reach a comfortable cruising altitude,
buyers have kept a discriminating eye
while selecting horses. Overall figures
were generally strong during the major
November auctions, as well as the yearling season that preceded it, but buyback
rates trended upward at many sales.
“I think you’re going to see pretty much
a similar market,” said Tommy Eastham
of consignor Legacy Bloodstock. “There

2008
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47,184

17,000

70,446,000

2007

1,862

39,134

15,000

72,868,200

2006

1,629

44,411

16,000

72,345,100

2005

1,361

39,249

13,000

53,418,000

was some depth going through September, and October, and the November
sales, but buyers were still not as strong
as you’d like them to be. You could get
horses sold, but the gauntlet was still
pretty fierce. I think we’re still sitting in
that market.
“It’s been polarized for a few years, and
I think you’re going to keep seeing it,”
Eastham added. “The demand is up for
the good horses. The penalties are heavy,
but if you get everything marked off and
get all the way through, you can make
retail plus. It’s a pretty good market at
that juncture, but it’s hard to get there.”
However, Eastham noted that the January sale allows horses an opportunity to
stand out better than they might have
during the fall auction season, when the
roster of horses catalogued is far deeper.
“The good thing about the January sale
is you don’t have to go up and beat against
a bunch of big, heavy bangers,” he said.
“You can go over there with a horse and
be a $75,000 horse and probably get that,
but there’s not going to be any $3 million
or $4 million horses out there. There’s a
higher likelihood that you’re a bigger fish
at that sale.”
Russell added that the January sale
can provide a second chance for horses
cataloged in earlier breeding stock sales
if the first auction did not go as planned
and the horse was bought back.
“We’re very fortunate every year that
we’re able to get some of the horses that
were cataloged in November but weren’t
able to sell show up there and have an
opportunity to be sold,” he said. “We have
several of those in the catalog, so that’s
a positive. It’s a service to the breeders

to be able to sell some horses before the
breeding season starts.”
The 2014 Keeneland January sale realized total receipts of $41,025,700 from 1,027
horses sold, down 9 percent from 2013,
when 1,105 offerings brought $45,207,300.
The average sale price dipped 2 percent
from $40,912 to $39,947, while the median
rose 33 percent from $15,000 to $20,000.
The buyback rate also improved from 25
percent to 20 percent.
However, it is important to note that
the 2013 renewal of the Keeneland January sale benefited from the high-profile
dispersal of Fares Farm, which included
several quality offerings that otherwise
would not have been available on the
open market. Removing the Fares dispersal from the 2013 sale, total revenue and
average sale price each rose 8 percent in
2014.
Ponche de Leona, the dam of 2013
Breeders’ Cup Classic winner Mucho
Macho Man, topped the sale in 2014,
going to Betty Moran’s Brushwood Stable
for $775,000. The daughter of Ponche was
offered in foal to Distorted Humor.
Philip Blake purchased the highestpriced yearling of the sale, a Kitten’s Joy
colt out of the placed Storm Cat mare
Gata Bella, for $235,000.

Follow @DRFBreeding
on Twitter for live updates
throughout the four sessions
of Keeneland January
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FIRST-YEAR SIRES OF YEARLINGS AT 2015 KEENELAND JANUARY SALE				
				
STALLION
YOB
2015 LOCATION
2015 STUD FEE

2013
STUD FEE

NO. CAT.
KEEJAN

2014 NO.
WNLG SOLD

2014
WNLG AVG

Algorithms

2009

Claiborne Farm (Ky.)

$5,000

$7,500

2

8

$28,038

Americain

2005

Calumet Ireland (Ire.)

TBD

20,000

1

1

2,000

Astrology

2008

Taylor Made Stallions (Ky.)

7,500

7,500

10

16

33,531

Baltimore Bob

2005

Shamrock Farm (Md.)

2,500

Private

1

0

0

Biondetti

2008

Woodford Thoroughbreds (Fla.)

4,000

4,000

1

7

28,071

Bodemeister

2009

WinStar Farm (Ky.)

30,000

30,000

8

23

118,739

Brilliant Speed

2008

Three Chimneys Farm (Ky.)

5,000

10,000

1

3

19,333

Bullet Train

2007

Crestwood Farm (Ky.)

7,500

7,500

7

6

28,427

Creative Cause

2009

Airdrie Stud (Ky.)

15,000

15,000

2

6

48,333

Dialed In

2008

Darby Dan Farm (Ky.)

7,500

7,500

12

11

24,773

Dominus

2008

Spendthrift Farm (Ky.)

4,500

6,500

4

7

14,143

Gemologist

2009

WinStar Farm (Ky.)

15,000

15,000

10

27

55,519

Get Stormy

2006

Crestwood Farm (Ky.)

5,000

5,000

3

6

14,333

Hansen

2009

Farm in South Korea

Private

12,500

5

16

45,438

Jersey Town

2006

Darby Dan Farm (Ky.)

10,000

10,000

4

3

5,733

Maclean’s Music

2008

Hill ‘n’ Dale Farms (Ky.)

6,500

6,500

4

9

54,556

Musketier

2002

Calumet Farm (Ky.)

7,500

2,500CAN

1

0

0

Rule

2007

Montesacro Farm (Ky.)

4,000

6,500

1

1

26,000

Shackleford

2008

Darby Dan Farm (Ky.)

20,000

20,000

9

16

70,438

Soaring Empire

2007

Rockridge Stud (N.Y.)

3,500

3,500

4

2

1,500

Stay Thirsty

2008

Ashford Stud (Ky.)

10,000

20,000

4

12

91,833

Tapizar

2008

Gainesway (Ky.)

15,000

15,000

9

16

84,531

The Factor

2008

Lane’s End (Ky.)

15,000

15,000

5

20

87,150

To Honor and Serve

2008

Gainesway (Ky.)

15,000

30,000

4

9

90,778

Union Rags

2009

Lane’s End (Ky.)

35,000

35,000

4

17

133,941
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Keeneland January: Hips to watch

Barbara D. Livingston

Blind Luck, champion 3-year-old filly of 2010, will be offered at the Keeneland January sale in foal to Midnight Lute.

By Joe Nevills
Following are horses to watch in Book
1 of the Keeneland January horses of
all ages sale based on their pedigrees,
produce records, race records, and past
auction performance of notable family
members. Conformation, physical characteristics, veterinarian records, and
late pedigree updates were not taken
into consideration. This list reflects
catalog updates through Dec. 31.

Hip No. 86, See Ya Signe, ch. f., 2011, by Sea The
Stars—Santa Teresita, by Lemon Drop Kid, consigned
by Bluewater Sales, agent.
A broodmare prospect by prominent
young European sire Sea The Stars and
the first foal out of Grade 1 winner Santa
Teresita. Her dam sold for $1.75 million at
the 2012 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky selected
fall mixed sale.

Hip No. 134, Teammate, gr. or ro. m., 2003, by A.P.
Indy—Starry Dreamer, by Rubiano, consigned by Hill
‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent.

Hip No. 198, Bear Now, dk. b. or br. m., 2004, by
Tiznow—Controlled, by In Excess, consigned by
Taylor Made Sales Agency, agent.

Leading commercial sire War Front is
a half-brother to this mare, as is Grade 3
winner and sire Ecclesiastic. Teammate, a
multiple Grade 2 winner in her own right,
is the dam of two winners from three foals
to race and sells in foal to Medaglia d’Oro.

Bear Now, Canada’s champion older
female of 2008, brought $950,000 at that
year’s Fasig-Tipton November sale. She
sells in foal to Medaglia d’Oro.

Hip No. 143, dk. b. or br. f., 2014, by Union
Rags—Trappings, by Seeking the Gold, consigned by
Bluewater Sales, agent.
This yearling filly is a half-sister to
champion She Be Wild.

Hip No. 147, Twirl, b. m., 2009, by Galileo—Butterfly Cove, by Storm Cat, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale
Sales Agency, agent.
The mare is a Group 3-placed stakes
winner who sells carrying her first foal,
by War Front. She is a full sister to Irish
classic winner Misty For Me.

Hip No. 199, Bear She Goes, b. f., 2014, by Bernardini—Bear Now, by Tiznow, consigned by Taylor
Made Sales Agency, agent.
The fourth foal out of Canadian champion Bear Now. She was offered at the
recent Keeneland November breeding
stock sale but did not meet her reserve
with a final bid of $140,000.

Hip No. 207, Blind Luck, ch. m., 2007, by Pollard’s
Vision—Lucky One, by Best of Luck, consigned by Hill
‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent.
The champion 3-year-old filly of 2010

Continued on page 8
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and six-time Grade 1 winner goes through
the ring carrying her third foal, by
Midnight Lute. She was hammered for
$2.5 million to dissolve a partnership at
the 2011 Keeneland November sale.

Hip No. 267, Elusive Jackpot, dk. b. or br. m., 2009,
by Elusive Quality—Silverbulletday, by Silver Deputy,
consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency, agent.
Two-time champion Silverbulletday is
the dam of three stakes producers. The
first Silverbulletday offspring to be sold at
auction, the unraced Silver Bullet Moon,
brought $1.25 million in foal to Midnight
Lute at last year’s Keeneland November
sale. Elusive Jackpot, who placed in two
of five starts, is in foal to Midnight Lute.

Hip No. 270, Evening Sky, ch. m., 2009, by Heart’s
Cry—Eventail, by Lear Fan, consigned by Taylor
Made Sales Agency, agent.
Japanese export Evening Sky sells in
foal to Empire Maker. She is out of Grade
3-placed stakes winner Eventail, who is
a half-sister to Broodmare of the Year
Take Charge Lady and the dam of Grade 2
winner Straight Story.

Hip No. 285, Foxy Danseur, dk. b. or br. m., 2005, by
Mr. Greeley—Ravish Me, by Wild Again, consigned
by Taylor Made Sales Agency, agent.
Foxy Danseur has had two foals sell
at auction for seven figures, including
Tathqeef, by Tapit, who brought $1.1
million at last year’s Keeneland September yearling sale. The mare is carrying a
full sibling to that colt.

drf.com/breeding

Hip No. 306, Granny Mc’s Kitten, b. f., 2011, by Kitten’s Joy—Granny Franny, by Grand Slam, consigned
by Ramsey Farm, agent.

Hip No. 541, War Drum, b. m., 2008, by War
Front—Rare Blend, by Bates Motel, consigned by
James B. Keogh, agent.

The filly is a stakes-winning broodmare
prospect and full sister to Grade 1 winner
Kitten’s Dumplings.

A daughter of prominent sire War Front
and a half-sister to Grade 3 winner Rare
Gift. She sells in foal to Bodemeister.

Hip No. 391, b. c., 2014, by Lemon Drop Kid—Motokiks, by Storm Cat, consigned by Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales
Agency, agent.

Hip No. 554, Winter Wonderland, gr. or ro. m., 2010,
by Tapit—Dynamite Eyes, by Dynaformer, consigned
by Hidden Brook, agent.

A half-brother to multiple Grade 3
winners Keertana and Snow Top Mountain, as well as Grade 1-placed stakes
winner Diversy Harbor.

An unraced broodmare prospect
and half-sister to Grade 1-placed stakes
winner General a Rod.

Hip No. 508, ch. f., 2014, by Giant’s Causeway—
Sweet Trip, by Carson City, consigned by Eaton Sales,
agent.
Grade 1 winner Rail Trip is a halfbrother to this filly, who hails from the
family of Palace Rumor, dam of multiple
Grade 1 winner Palace Malice.

Hip No. 537, Up, b. m., 2009, by Galileo—Halland
Park Lass, by Spectrum, consigned by Four Star Sales,
agent.
A Group 2 winner in Ireland and classic-placed in France, Up sells in foal to
War Front. She is a half-sister to Group 1
winner Dutch Art.

Hip No., 538, b. f., 2014, by War Front—Up, by
Galileo, consigned by Four Star Sales, agent.
This yearling filly is the first foal out of
Irish Group 2 winner Up.

Follow DRF Breeding on Facebook
Facebook.com/DailyRacingFormBreeding

Hip No. 681, Fortheloveofnell, b. f., 2011, by Galileo—Nell Gwyn, by Danehill, consigned by Bluegrass
Thoroughbred Services, agent.
This broodmare prospect’s Group
3-placed dam, Nell Gwyn, is a full sister
to European Horse of the Year Rock of
Gibraltar.

Hip No. 788, Miss Serendipity, dk. b. or br. m.,
2008, by Not For Sale—Marca Registrada, by Candy
Stripes, consigned by Gainesway, agent.
A Grade/Group 1 winner in the U.S.
and Argentina, Miss Serendipity sells as
a broodmare prospect. She was offered at
last year’s Keeneland November sale but
did not meet her reserve with a final bid
of $775,000.

Hip No. 795, More Chocolate, b. m., 2009, by Malibu
Moon—Little Treasure, by Night Shift, consigned by
Lane’s End, agent.
In addition to her victory in the Grade
2 La Canada Stakes, this broodmare prospect finished second in a trio of Grade 1
races.

Presents

Live insights and analysis from the DRF Breeding staff on the

KEENELAND JANUARY HORSES OF ALL AGES SALE
Monday, January 12 & Tuesday, January 13 Begins 10 a.m. ET
A closer look at horses to watch,
with photos and videos

Comments from buyers and
consignors of top horses

Live analysis of the
market and trends

Visit Live.drf.com/events/keeneland-january-sale for complete coverage
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www.Adenastallions.com
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Don Alberto making impact on global scale

Keeneland photo

Don Alberto, the former Vinery farm which was purchased about a year ago, bought the unraced Tapit mare Modeling for
$2.85 million at the Keeneland November sale last year. Don Alberto bought two other seven-figure mares at the auction.

By Nicole Russo
Don Alberto may not be a household
name in the United States yet – but give it
some time.
It’s been just over a year since Chileanbased interests purchased Tom Simon’s
former Vinery property in Lexington, Ky.
The group is led by Liliana Solari, who
founded the famed Haras Don Alberto in
Chile, and her son Carlos Heller, president
of the family’s Bethia Holding, a conglomerate that holds interests in a wide variety
of fields. They re-christened Vinery as Don
Alberto, expanding the family’s brand.
The outfit has been busy since at the
North American mixed sales, finishing
as the leading buyer by total expenditure
at two consecutive editions of the Keeneland November breeding stock sale, and
making a number of other high-profile
purchases both publicly and privately.
The breeding stock at the Kentucky farm
now includes a solid collection of Grade
1- or Group 1-winning mares, and a handful of youngsters by prominent stallions

including unbeaten champion Frankel,
as Don Alberto continues to attack racing
and breeding on a global scale.
The team behind Don Alberto first
became a major force in breeding and
racing in Chile, where family patriarch
Alberto Solari founded Haras Tarapaca.
His daughter Liliana Solari later founded
Haras Don Alberto in Los Angeles, Chile,
in 1987 and named it for her father. That
same year, Bethia, bred by Haras Tarapaca, won the Group 1 Premio Mil Guineas in Chile. She later went on to become a
minor stakes winner in California. Bethia
Holdings was subsequently named for the
racemare.
“The passion for horses was the beginning of everything,” Liliana Solari writes
on Don Alberto’s website. “At his death,
with the same passion, we founded Haras
Don Alberto, in his memory. We begin our
profession of family farmers with land in
Los Angeles … a beautiful and suitable
place for raising horses, counting also
with some maternal lines of the old Haras
Tarapaca.”

Currently standing at Haras Don
Alberto is Total Impact, winner of the 2004
Hollywood Gold Cup and bred by the Solari
family. The farm also has stood a number
of notable shuttle stallions on Southern
Hemisphere time, including Bluegrass
Cat, Dylan Thomas, Fusaichi Pegasus,
Henrythenavigator, Holy Roman Emperor,
Mastercraftsman, Proud Citizen, Stevie
Wonderboy, and Stormin Fever.
Bethia Holdings holds shares in other
equestrian properties in Chile, including Club Hipico de Santiago, a racecourse
founded in 1869 and designated as a
historical monument. Heller is the president of the board.
Don Alberto’s latest homebred success
is Bronzo, who won three of his first four
starts in 2014, including a 8 3/4-length romp
in the Group 1 Gran Premio Hipodromo
Chile and a score in the Group 2 Cope de
Oro. The Cope de Oro was a Win and You’re
In qualifying event for the Breeders’ Cup
Dirt Mile, and in that race Bronzo finished

Continued on page 12
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a creditable fourth in his first start in the
U.S., which was also first start in more than
four months. He was the first starter for
Don Alberto in a Breeders’ Cup event, and
just the fourth Chilean-bred to compete at
the event. The Fusaichi Pegasus gelding
has remained in California with trainer
Neil Drysdale for 2015, and was expected
to start in Saturday’s Grade 2 San Pasqual
Stakes at Santa Anita.
With a base in the heart of Central
Kentucky’s Thoroughbred country, Don
Alberto is now poised to make an even
greater impact on U.S. racing and breeding. The purchase price on the 440-acre
former Vinery property was $13.82
million, according to the Fayette County
Clerk’s office.
Following the October 2013 purchase of
the farm, the operation went on a shopping spree at the fall mixed sales. Don
Alberto was Keeneland November’s leading buyer by total expenditures, purchasing 32 horses for $10,640,000. It also landed
five horses for a total of $2,950,000 at the
one-night Fasig-Tipton Kentucky selected
fall mixed sale.
Heller bought Vinery after he saw the
farm while he was in Kentucky in Septem-

drf.com/breeding

ber 2013.
“He was just stopping by to look at some
farms,” agent Fernando Diaz-Valdes,
translating for Heller, said at that year’s
Keeneland sale. “He was impressed with
Vinery, and fortunately it was for sale. So
they decided to buy it, but it was an empty
place. There was no stallion. There was
no broodmare. The next step was logical:
Come here to the November sales and buy
some broodmares. Of course, the purpose
of the family is to have a place to live here,
come more often. Everybody wants to be
in Kentucky. Such a wonderful place, no?”
Don Alberto continued to make an
impact at the 2014 fall mixed sales,
purchasing fewer horses but continuing to focus on well-bred mares in foal to
successful stallions. At the Fasig-Tipton
Kentucky sale the night of Nov. 3, it landed
three mares for a combined $5,650,000. For
$2.6 million, Don Alberto bought Grade 1
winner Sarah Lynx, in foal for the final
crop of Street Cry. For $2.4 million it
bought stakes winner La Cloche, a halfsister to Grade 1 winner Winter Memories
and in foal to leading sire Tapit.
At the Keeneland November sale that
began the following day, Don Alberto
again finished as the top buyer by total
expenditures, with nine purchases for

$8,575,000. That included three sevenfigure mares – Modeling, an unraced
Tapit mare from the family of Better Than
Honour, for $2.85 million; Precious Stone,
a stakes-placed Galileo mare in foal to
War Front, for $1.8 million; and graded
stakes winner Ciao Bella for $1.6 million.
Don Alberto also purchased four youngsters at last fall’s Keeneland September
yearling sale, led by a $775,000 Tapit filly
and a $200,000 War Front filly.
In addition to its activity at the major
North American sales, Don Alberto has
been active in the international markets
and in private sales as it broadens its
international scope. It bought six mares
at the 2013 Tattersalls December sale for a
combined 1.77 million guineas. That tally
does not include group stakes winner
Chrysanthemum, purchased in the name
of Reiley McDonald’s Lexington, Ky.-based
Eaton Sales. The mare subsequently delivered the first foal by Frankel, on Jan. 11,
2014.
Don Alberto also owns a handful of Frankel foals born on its new Kentucky farm on
Southern Hemisphere time after purchasing their dams. Some of those mares were
booked back to Kentucky stallions and will
head to Chile. Some of the Frankel foals,
meanwhile, are destined for Australia.
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Variations on a January theme
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
Breeding stock sales by their
nature are subject to considerably more statistical variation than yearling or weanling
sales. That variation from year
to year often has nothing to do
with the state of the Thoroughbred market.
While the size and quality of the annual crop of foals
that become yearlings and
2-year-olds generally do not
vary dramatically from year
to year, the quality and even
quantity of horses consigned
to breeding stock sales do.
Dispersals, like that of the
late Edward P. Evans’s Spring
Hill Farm at the 2011 Keeneland November breeding stock
sale, in particular can have a
significant effect on the results
of mixed sales. Total proceeds
at that 2011 sale jumped 41.5
percent, from $147,392,900 to
$208,511,200, almost entirely
due to the $55,820,000 garnered
by the Evans dispersal and
the $26,959,000 brought by the
smaller
Chanteclair
Farm
dispersal that included Royal
Delta, while average price
soared 62 percent from $50,322
to $81,641 and median rose 41
percent from $17,000 to $24,000.
Since it is usually only a third
to half the size of the November
auction, Keeneland’s January
horses of all ages sale, which
begins Monday in Lexington,
Ky., and runs through Thursday, is even more susceptible
to the random factors that have
little or nothing to do with the
state of the market. Given the
smaller sample size, it does not
take very many high-priced
horses to affect the final figures.
If the results of the 2014
Keeneland November and FasigTipton Kentucky November
sales are any indication – and
they usually are – this year’s
Keeneland January sale could
turn in some highly positive
final numbers. The top-priced
horse of the Keeneland November sale was Aloof, a group

Keeneland photo

Ponche de Leona, dam Mucho Macho Man, topped the 2014 Keeneland January sale at $775,000.
stakes-winning mare by the
world’s leading sire, Galileo, in
foal to the ultra-hot American
sire War Front, purchased for
$3.9 million by Mandy Pope’s
Whisper Hill Farm. Naples
Bay, the second-highest-priced
mare at $3.6 million, also was in
foal to War Front, while Peace
Preserver, the seventh-highestpriced mare, represented the
opposite combination, a War
Front mare in foal to Galileo;
Precious Stone at No. 8 was
another Galileo mare in foal to
War Front.
The only mare cataloged at
Fasig-Tipton November representing the suddenly magical
Galileo-War Front combination
was Hill ‘n’ Dale Sales Agency’s
Twirl, by Galileo, a stakeswinning full sister to the Irish
classic winner and highweight
Misty For Me in foal to War
Front. Twirl was expected to be
among the highest-priced mares

sold at Fasig-Tipton November
but was withdrawn from the
sale because of a minor injury.
Twirl is scheduled to step into
the auction ring as Hip No. 147
on the first day of the January
sale and is almost certain to
contend for top-price honors
at the four-day sale. Her principal competition may well be
another mare with very similar
credentials. Four Star Sales,
agent, has consigned Hip No.
537 on the sale’s second day, the
Group 2-winning Up, by Galileo, a half-sister to the Group 1
winner and sire Dutch Art, by
Medicean, also in foal to War
Front.
Twirl’s dam, Butterfly Cove,
by Storm Cat, was unraced,
but she is a full sister to the
group stakes winner Kamarinskaya, and a half-sister to the
unbeaten champion European
2-year-old Fasliyev, by Nureyev,
from the terrific American

family that includes the Grade
1 winners and Kentucky Derby
runners-up Desert Wine and
Menifee. Up’s second dam,
Palacegate Episode, by Drumalis, was a German highweight
and a full or half-sister to two
other stakes winners from a top
European family, so the contest
for highest price between those
two may come down to conformation.
Twirl and Up are not the
only candidates for sevenfigure prices this January,
and since the top price at the
2014 January sale was $775,000
for Ponche de Leona, the dam
of 2013 Breeders’ Cup Classic
winner Mucho Macho Man, by
Macho Uno, if those two and/or
one or two other mares exceed
the $1 million mark, overall
figures at the 2015 sale are all
but certain to climb.
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This is not to say that the
numbers in January last year
at Keeneland were bad. In
fact, the $20,000 median was
a record for the sale, while
average price dipped only 2
percent to $39,947, while total
proceeds declined 9 percent
to $41,025,700. Predictably,
the January record average
of $49,183 was established in
2000, when the beautifully
bred young Grade 3-winning
mare Mackie, a half-sister
to six stakes winners out of
Broodmare of the Year Glowing Tribute, from the best
family in the American Stud
Book, sold for a January
record $5 million.
Mackie, by Summer Squall,
was carrying the stakes-placed
winner Beaucette, by Mr. Prospector, at the time of sale, and
her then-yearling Mr. Mellon,
by Red Ransom, won the Grade
2 Arlington Classic in 2002.
In 2001, Mackie produced
the eventual multiple stakes
winner Seeking the Best, by
Seeking the Gold, an earner of
$1.8 million in Japan.
Of course, that is why breeders come to Keeneland January
and are willing to pay sevenfigure prices for mares with the
right combination of conformation, race record, pedigree, and
covering sire. Such mares are
rare at any sale, and gems of
that quality generally are even
rarer at Keeneland January.
The first Keeneland January
sale in 1956 was held primarily
as a vehicle for the dispersal
of the majority of the breeding stock of the late William S.
Woodward Sr., which had been
purchased by Mildred Woolwine. Segula, the dam of the
1955 Horse of the Year Nashua,
topped the sale at $126,000, then
a record auction price for a
broodmare. Segula was carrying Nashua’s full sister, Stavroula, who never won for her
owner-breeder, Stavros Niarchos, but produced multiple
group winner Wittgenstein, by
Roi Dagobert.
Stavroula also is a tail-female
ancestress of the 1996 Preakness winner Louis Quatorze,
by Sovereign Dancer, the
Grade 1 winner and recently
deceased Florida-based sire

Tom Keyser

Group 2 stakes winner Up, a daughter of Galileo in foal to War Front, will attract a lot of
attention at the Keeneland January sale and will vie for highest-priced mare honors.
Wildcat Heir, by Forest Wildcat, and the gritty campaigner
Awesome Gem, by Awesome
Again, among many others.
In its early years, the Keeneland January sale was known
as a “tax sale.” Breeders
needing to pay more taxes on
income the previous year than
expected consigned horses to
the sale in order to raise cash.
That notion has long been
supplanted in the much larger
Thoroughbred market that
has evolved over the nearly 60
years since the sale’s inception.
Now, breeders use the sale for
more varied purposes, and as
in the case of Twirl, it serves
as an alternate market for
horses that miss the November market or those that fail
to meet their reserves but still
need to be sold.
With the global Thoroughbred market thriving and
the American economy in its
best shape since the global
economic meltdown of 2008,
there is every reason to think
that the January 2015 sale will
more than hold its own with
recent editions. With mares
like Twirl and Up as putative
stars, things are looking up in
January at Keeneland.
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