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Hughes sees upside
in breeding promotions

Robby Albarado and owner B. Wayne Hughes celebrate after Court Vision won the 2011 Breeders’ Cup Mile at Churchill Downs.

By glenye Cain Oakford
Since he purchased historic Spendthrift
Farm in Lexington, Ky., in 2004, B. Wayne
Hughes has brought the farm back to prominence as a stallion operation and helped
revolutionize the stallion business, too.
As the available broodmare population
began to contract, Spendthrift devised
two new payment schemes that Hughes
felt would minimize breeders’ risk: Share
the Upside, which allows breeders to earn
a lifetime breeding right to a stallion by
breeding multiple mares to him early in
his career, and Breed Secure, under which
a breeder pays his stud fee from the resulting foal’s sale price – and only if the foal
sale is profitable. Share the Upside has
been widely embraced by other stud farms
that need to draw mares to their stallions
at a time of declining breeding activity.

Breed Secure has proven more controversial, but Hughes firmly believes that
both programs help the “little guy” breeder by shifting his risk to the stud farm.
Such programs have helped put Spendthrift back on the map in the stallion
game, as has the recent success of Spendthrift stallions. The farm’s flagship sire,
Malibu Moon, sired 2013 Kentucky Derby
winner Orb and ranks second on the general sire list. Spendthrift’s young stallion
Into Mischief, last year’s third-ranked
freshman, is among the top five again this
year as a second-crop sire.
Spendthrift’s stallions also have lifted
the farm’s profile at the racetrack, with
such runners as multiple graded stakes
winner Kauai Katie and graded stakes
winners Winding Way and Freedom
Child, all by Malibu Moon and all bred
by Spendthrift. But not all of Spend-

thrift’s runners are by its own sires, as
in the case of 2012 Malibu Stakes winner
Jimmy Creed, a Distorted Humor colt
whom Spendthrift bought from Stonestreet
and now campaigns.
Although he has enjoyed success at the
racetrack – most notably with 2003 champion juvenile male Action This Day and
2012 champion juvenile filly Beholder –
Hughes has been interested in Thoroughbred breeding for about as long as he has
been a racing fan. The California native’s
first Thoroughbred purchases in the early
1970s included three broodmares whom he
bought in partnership at auction in Pomona, Calif., and his first winner was a claiming runner named Patmos whom he and
some friends bought at a sale of 2-year-olds.
Since then, alone or in partnership,
Hughes has campaigned Breeders’ Cup
Mile winner Court Vision, Grade 1 win-
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Tom Keyser

ner Joyeux Danseur, Group 1 winner
Shake the Yoke, and such graded stakes
winners as Crown of Thorns, Don’t Get
Mad, Siphonizer, Greeley’s Galaxy, Lexa,
Malabar Gold, Teton Forest, and Osidy,
among others.
Hughes founded the Public Storage
chain of self-storage facilities. His company American Homes 4 Rent is the
nation’s second-largest owner of singlefamily rental houses, often buying properties at foreclosure auctions and turning
them into rental houses. Forbes has estimated his net worth at $1.95 billion as of
March.
Hughes, 79, resides at Spendthrift. He
has between 12 and 20 horses in training
around the nation and maintains a broodmare band of about 120.

Continued on page 4
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spendtHrift farm
B. WaYNe HUgHeS
aT a glaNCe
BOrN: Sept. 28, 1933
PriNCiPal BUSiNeSSeS: Founder, Public Storage Inc.

and american Homes 4 Rent
THOrOUgHBred BUSiNeSS: Owner of racehorses since

1970’s; purchased Spendthrift Farm in Lexington,
Ky., in 2004
WeBSiTe: www.spendthriftfarm.com
SPeNdTHrifT STalliONS fOr 2013: archarcharch,

dominus, Into Mischief, Line of david, Malibu Moon,
notional, Paddy O’Prado, Temple City, Tiz Wonderful,
Tizway, Warrior’s Reward, Wilburn
BeST rUNNerS Bred aNd/Or raCed BY HUgHeS afTer
SPeNdTHrifT PUrCHaSe: action This day, Beholder,

Crown of Thorns, Court Vision, dominus (in partnership), don’t Get Mad, Freedom Child (in partnership),
Greeley’s Galaxy, Into Mischief, Jimmy Creed, Kauai
Katie, My Pal Charlie, Osidy, Prospective, Siphonizer,
Teton Forest, Winding Way
OTHer NOTaBle HOrSeS Bred aNd/Or raCed BY
HUgHeS: Joyeux danseur (in partnership), Lexa,

Malabar Gold, Malibu Moon, Shake the yoke

Nashua, who retired with a then-record $1,288,565 in earnings, stood at Spendthrift Farm until his death in 1982.

Continued from page 3
He was interviewed by Daily Racing
Form’s senior bloodstock correspondent,
Glenye Cain Oakford.

You’ve credited your dad with getting you interested in racing. What do you remember about
going racing with him?
My dad was older, and we would go to
Santa Anita racetrack on Saturdays because he worked during the week. My
mom liked betting. One time I had a horse
running, and Warren Stute, who was my
trainer, saw my mom in the line betting,
and she got out of line and said, ‘Don’t tell
Wayne that you saw me in the line because
he’ll bet for me, and if he thinks I’ve already bet, he won’t do it.’
My dad was a $2 bettor and worked in
a factory, and he loved the races. We had
a bookie that would take a $1 bet, so in
the evening, after my dad got off work,
we would drive to the gas station that the
bookie owned and put $2 under the door.
So, that’s how I got interested. I never
really was much for betting.

How did you end up becoming interested in
breeding?
We bought a horse in Argentina named
Last Home that won the [1973] Matron in
Chicago, and so I became more interested
in how could you get a good horse, rather
than in just getting a horse. It evolved very
slowly, and I got more and more involved

in the breeding side. I ended up buying
some mares and kept them, then I sent
them to Kentucky to be bred, and that’s
how we got started.
The breeding became much more interesting to me. I’m also interested in the business aspect of it, too. I’m very interested in
our industry and what’s happening to it.
The farms are an integral part of that, and
the breeding industry is a big part. It’s fading away and falling on hard times.

Where do you think things went wrong?
The breeding business is tied to the
racing business, and at the end of the
day, the racing has degenerated. There’s
less money for purses, so you have a deterioration starting there which will then
work its way back up through the product line. People that are in breeding are
breeding because they love the horses,
No. 1, and No. 2, they would like to make
money, or at least not lose money, on their
programs. So, I think the whole thing is
very tied together to the purses and the
prices of horses.
I’m not really smart enough to tell you
what all the problems are, but I’d say one
big problem we have is that we have racing every day or five or six days a week [at
many] racetracks, and it’s not an event.
People love racing, but they don’t want to
be there grinding it out in the middle of the
week with nobody else there. If you have a
program going that is attractive and exciting, and you get crowds – but I’m not here

to say how racetracks can improve themselves. I’m not that clever.
I know that on the breeding side, the small
breeders are getting squeezed out, and I
think that’s a shame because that’s where
a lot of the good horses actually come from.
So, at Spendthrift, we’re trying to play a role
there that makes it easier for them, rather
than more difficult, to make a profit.

Your Share the Upside program has spread to
other farms over the last several years.
I think almost every single farm does
it now. A lot of them have said it’s not a
good program, so I don’t know if everyone is doing it, but most everyone is doing it. It’s really only fair. If you think
about it, the chances of one particular
mare having a stakes winner with as
good a sire as you’re going to find has
maybe 10 percent stakes winners. That
means you’ve got one chance in 10, on
average. A stallion, though, he’s got a
hundred mares coming [to him], and if
he gets 10 stakes winners, he’s going to
be a big success.
Why shouldn’t the people supporting the
stallion by bringing their mares to him
and paying the money to raise the [foal]
to get it to auction be able to participate in
the percentage play that is much higher on
the stallion than it is on the mare or on the
foal? That was the genesis of the Share the
Upside program.
And it came out pretty good because
guys made a lot of money on the first one

Joe Nevills

we did, which was Into Mischief. We’ve
got other ones coming, and I think it will
be more popular in years to come. You
know, there’s a resistance on the part of
everyone to change. That’s a natural instinct for people. But it’s a nice program,
and we’re happy to be part of it. I don’t
have any pride in being the first to start
it. I just want it to be good for our industry, that’s all. It’s certainly been good for
our farm.

The Breed Secure program has been somewhat
more controversial. Some have said it amounts
to unfair pricing and encourages breeders to
bring lower-quality mares into production. What
is your response to those points?
My response is that I don’t have a response to that kind of activity, so I prefer not to comment on it ... Breed Secure
isn’t a benefit for us; it’s a benefit for the
breeder. It changes the cash flow of the
farm, where they’re delayed two years in
putting up money that costs them on every
single foal. If you can change your cashflow requirements by delaying that payment for two years, you see that the economics of that are tremendous. And if our
stallion makes a bad foal, maybe we don’t
deserve to get paid.

That’s a pretty brave statement. What made
you decide to be the guy who would stand up
for not getting paid until a foal sold profitably?
We have a breeders’ party every year,
and it’s getting bigger and bigger every
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Share the
Upside
program
Spendthrift’s Share the Upside program allows breeders to
earn a lifetime breeding right to
a stallion by breeding multiple
mares to him early in his career.
How it works:
◗ Secure the spot by paying a onetime deposit.
◗ Sign a lifetime-breeding-right
contract to breed to an eligible
Spendthrift stallion. The number
of contracts available is limited.
◗ Breed a mare to the stallion
in both the first and second year,
produce a live foal each year,
and pay the stud fees when each
of the resulting foals stands and
nurses.
◗ The lifetime breeding right to
the stallion begins after the second
stud fee is paid.

BarBara D. liviNgsToN

Hughes raced Malibu Moon and brought him to Spenthrift after a successful start at stud. He is the sire of Derby winner Orb.

year, and we listen to what they say. I see
their problems, and don’t forget, I was a
breeder, too, before I owned a farm, and
I can see the problem. If you’re trying to
make a living out of it, which a lot of the
small breeders are trying to do, who is
anyone to say that their mare is lesser
than another mare?
If you saw Goldencents’s dam [Golden
Works], the owner was really a nice
lady I know fairly well, and she gave the
mare away with the foal. And now look
at that horse. He won the Santa Anita
Derby. I think the breeder has to make
his own decisions as to what mares to
breed and where. And so, for us, it’s not
as good as getting paid, obviously – and
I like getting paid – but in the long run, I
think it’s way better because the people
that are breeding are breeding to more
than one stallion. We’re trying to have a
long-term relationship with our breeders, and that’s what the other farms
don’t like.
I think the farms have to worry about
their customers. Without the breeder,
they don’t need stallions. The fundamental thing is to have the breeder do well ...
What’s in our best interests is clearly the
same as the breeders’ best interests. We’re
partners.

do you agree with the criticism that american
Thoroughbred breeding is geared too much
toward speed and the sale ring?
My view isn’t very intellectual, but

you breed for speed because that’s something you can pass on rather easily in the
breeding shed, and then you hope that
your mare or stallion is going to produce
some with stamina. That’s a breeder’s decision, really.
My horse Malibu Moon, no one thought
he was worth anything, and we stood him
for $3,000 in Maryland. Now he’s standing
for $70,000 in Kentucky. He’s got stamina,
and he looked like he had speed in the
beginning. He has everything. But I’m not
smart enough to be able to tell you how to
breed. Ned Toffey runs our breeding program on the farm.

are you hands-on at the farm, or do you turn
over the mating plans to your staff?
I don’t study the pedigrees at all. I don’t
make those decisions. What I like are
the foals. And if you come to look at our
stallions, you won’t find a crooked horse
there, and you won’t find one that’s not
eye-catching. We have good-looking stallions, and that’s about my only contribution to the breeding side.

What do you believe is the best decision you
ever made in the Thoroughbred business?
I bought a farm because I thought my
grandkids would like to come visit me
on a farm because that’s what I would
have liked when I was a child. I bought
the farm for the wrong reason, and it
turned out that I made a business out
of it and made it much more interesting

for me. So, I’d say buying Spendthrift.
We’re basically a caretaker there.
Spendthrift Farm is a piece of history,
and I’m very proud to be one of the pieces of that history.

What was it that appealed to you about Spendthrift as a property when you bought it?
In the beginning, the price. I knew Ned
Toffey, who worked at Three Chimneys,
and I hired him. It’s just gradually grown
into what it is today, and we’re happy with
it. I had no clear vision whatsoever; it just
evolved.

What would you consider the greatest mistake
you have ever made in the Thoroughbred
industry?
I would say associations. I would say you
should get the right people around you,
that’s all.

What other advice would you have for someone
wanting to get into the Thoroughbred business?
If you don’t enjoy it, you probably
could find a better business. If you enjoy
it, then just go slow at the beginning until you know more. With good luck, you
can make money. But life isn’t all about
just making money. Life’s about enjoying things and having good feelings,
and the Thoroughbred business has
that. You can make money in the business; I’m making money. But it’s not going to be easy, and you’ve got to have a
little luck.

Breed
Secure
program
Spendthrift’s Breed Secure program allows breeders to delay paying the stud fee until they sell the
resulting foal profitably and recoup
some of the initial costs. How it
works:
◗ The breeder pays a $100 security
fee and breeds a mare to one of the
Spendthrift stallions eligible for
the Breed Secure program. No stud
fee is paid until after the foal sells at
public auction – and only if the foal
sale is profitable.
◗ Get a mare in foal and choose
where to sell the foal at auction.
Options are to sell the mare in foal
or sell the foal at a weanling or
yearling auction.
◗ Once a sale is made at public
auction, the breeder get first proceeds up to $12,000 for a yearling
sale, up to $10,000 for an in-foal
mare sale, and up to $6,000 for a
weanling sale.
◗ After the breeder receives first
proceeds from the sale, the breeder pays the stallion’s stud fee from
the remaining money earned at
auction. If the money brought at
auction exceeds the first proceeds
plus the stud fee, the breeder gets
to keep the rest. Any shortcomings are forgiven.
For more information on Spendthrift’s breeding programs, contact
the farm at (859) 294-0030.
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Survival strategy for sire lines
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
From the 1920s through the 1950s, the
male line of Son-in-Law thrived by producing generations of winners of Europe’s two-mile-plus Cup races, while the
male line descending from Gold Bridge
dominated European sprint races from
the 1930s into the 1960s. Both of those
male lines are long dead, basically because they failed to diversify in a racing
and breeding culture that moved dramatically away from specialization and
toward versatility after World War II.
To survive in the contemporary Thoroughbred racing world, a sire line must
produce everything from sprinters to at
least 1 1/4-mile horses. Like Northern
Dancer, Mr. Prospector excelled at siring
horses of varying distance capabilities,
and various branches of his male line
have developed differing characteristics
along the distance and physical-type
spectra.
As we discussed in the June 16 issue in
looking at the Mr. Prospector line being
responsible for 16 of the past 32 Belmont
Stakes winners, Mr. Prospector never
won beyond seven furlongs, and his sire,
Raise a Native, raced and won only at age
2 at distances of five and 5 1/2 furlongs.
A bowed tendon after his fourth start
ended his racing career.
Mr. Prospector’s dam, Gold Digger,
won at up to 1 1/8 miles, and her sire,
Nashua, was eminently versatile, winning from five furlongs to two miles.
Thus, despite Mr. Prospector’s apparent
distance limitations, the genetic traits
were always evident in his pedigree.
A medium-sized, lengthy horse with a
very long, powerful hip and slightly plain
head, Mr. Prospector himself turned out
his right front slightly but was otherwise
correct. His most important sire son,
Fappiano (out of Killaloe, by Dr. Fager),
was a much bigger horse, more in the
mold of his broodmare sire, Dr. Fager,
but he was offset and pigeon-toed.
Though he was a miler himself, Fappiano passed on many of the characteristics of his broodmare sire, combined
with the stamina of Mr. Prospector’s
broodmare sire, Nashua. Fappiano’s best
son, Unbridled, established the most important classic branch of the Mr. Prospector line that is responsible for seven
American classic winners, as shown in
the accompanying chart.
Unbridled was a very large, crooked
horse himself, and his best sons generally followed that template, especially
his brilliantly fast son Unbridled’s Song,
who has been a hugely successful sire
despite developing a reputation for unsound stock.
Unbridled’s best classic son, Empire
Maker, is not quite as big and is much
more correct and elegant than other
good sons of Unbridled, reflecting the

Continued on page 8
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Classic winner Unbridled established a branch of the Mr. Prospector line that is responsible for seven more classic winners.
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much more refined, elegant physique of
his broodmare sire, El Gran Senor. Most
of Empire Maker’s best offspring have
been fillies, but his son Bodemeister
came very close to adding another classic winner to the Mr. Prospector saga
last year and is now a popular, young
stallion in Kentucky. Empire Maker was
prematurely exported to Japan in 2011,
and foals in his final American crop are
2-year-olds.
Mr. Prospector’s son Forty Niner,
who came within a neck of winning the
1988 Kentucky Derby, was an almost
diametrically opposite physical type to
Fappiano. Perhaps slightly on the small
side, he bore a strong physical resemblance, despite his chestnut coat, to his
broodmare sire, Tom Rolfe, by Ribot.
Forty Niner’s offspring, most notably his
high-class son Coronado’s Quest, often
inherited the fiery temperament associated with the Ribot male line, and they
were generally medium-sized, compact
horses.
Many of those characteristics have
been maintained through Forty Niner’s
best sire son, Distorted Humor, a medium-sized, very muscular, moody horse
who never won beyond a mile but sires
top-class runners over all distances and
surfaces. Distorted Humor’s Travers
Stakes-winning son Flower Alley has
carried on the classic tradition, siring
2012 Derby and Preakness winner I’ll
Have Another.
Two-time leading sire Smart Strike
(Classy ’n Smart, by Smarten), like his
sire, is a bit plain, and his offspring are
not the most correct or most beautiful
sale horses, but buyers have learned that
they far outrun their looks. Smart Strike
is the youngest of Mr. Prospector’s great
sire sons, and, as Palace Malice’s 2013
Belmont victory attests, there surely is
more classic success to come from his
branch of Mr. Prospector.
Palace Malice’s sire, Curlin, of course,
won the 2007 Preakness, and Smart
Strike’s other Preakness winner, Lookin
At Lucky, is a popular, young sire at
Ashford Stud in Kentucky. A bigger,
more substantial horse than most Smart
Strikes, Lookin At Lucky does not have
perfect feet, but as a champion at 2 and 3,
his race record bears the closest inspection.
Mr. Prospector has been mostly an
American phenomenon to date. His nonstakes-winning sons Straight Strike
(Bend Not, by Never Bend) and Faltaat
(Epitome, by Summing) have been successful in New Zealand, and his classicplaced, English-raced son Bellotto (Shelf
Talker, by Tatan) was a very good sire in
Australia with a moderately successful
son named Clang. Hussonet (Sacahuista,
by Raja Baba) did very well in both Chile
and Australia.
Machiavellian (Coup de Folie, by Halo),
though, was by far Mr. Prospector’s most
important foreign-based son. A high-

Cryptoclearance
Victory Gallop (1998 Belmont)
Quiet american
Real Quiet (1998 derby, Preakness)
Unbridled (1990 derby)
Empire Maker (2003 Belmont)
Grindstone (1996 derby)
Birdstone (2004 Belmont)
Mine That Bird (2009 derby)
Summer Bird (2009 Belmont)
Red Bullet (2000 Preakness)

BarBara D. liviNgsToN

Mr. Prospector at Claiborne Farm in 1998, a year before his death at age 29.

Polynesian 42
native dancer 50
Geisha 43
Raise a native 61
Case ace 34
Raise you 46
Lady Glory 34

Mr. Prospector
Bay Horse
Foaled Jan. 28, 1970

nasrullah 40
nashua 52
Segula 42

Gold digger 62
Count Fleet 40
Sequence 46
Miss dogwood 39

weighted 2-year-old in France, Machiavellian did not grow much between his
first and second seasons and, despite finishing second in the 2000 Guineas, was
somewhat disappointing at 3. His best
son, Street Cry, raced mostly in America and stands in Kentucky, but his offspring, including the great Zenyatta, win
all over the world on all surfaces.
Street Cry’s Kentucky Derby-winning
son Street Sense did not please everyone
with his first crop of 3-year-olds last year
but has had a much better year in 2013 and

unbreakable 35
Black Polly 36
discovery 31
Miyako 35
Teddy 13
Sweetheart 20
american Flag 22
Beloved 27
nearco 35
Mumtaz Begum 32
Johnstown 36
Sekhmet 29
Reigh Count 25
Quickly 30
Bull dog 27
Myrtlewood 32

seems likely to return to Kentucky from
his banishment to Darley Japan this
breeding season.
As they must to survive long term,
other branches of Mr. Prospector have
begun to establish themselves abroad.
Seeking the Gold’s best son, Dubai
Millennium, sired only one crop, but
his best son, Dubawi, has quickly established himself as one of the top five sires
in Europe. Gone West’s son Elusive Quality has sired top horses in America and
Australia, and the full brothers Zafonic

and Zamindar, by Gone West, have both
sired high-class European runners.
French classic winner Kingmambo
(Miesque, by Nureyev) stood his entire
career in Kentucky and sired Belmont
winner Lemon Drop Kid, a successful
sire in his own right. Kingmambo appears much more likely to be a long-term
influence abroad than in America, however.
Kingmambo sired European classic
winners King’s Best, Rule of Law, Encke,
Virginia Waters, Divine Proportions,
Henrythenavigator, Light Shift, Bluemamba, and Russian Rhythm, plus Japanese Derby winner King Kamehameha and Japanese Horse of the Year El
Condor Pasa.
King’s Best has sired 2010 Epsom Derby and Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe winner
Workforce, and King Kamehameha led
the Japanese sire list in 2010 and 2011 and
has sired Japan Cup winner Rose Kingdom and Japanese Oaks winner Apapane
among his 30 stakes winners to date.
Obviously, the Mr. Prospector male
line has not been confined to the sprint
distances of his own racetrack victories.
It is tempting to speculate that, had he
remained sound, Mr. Prospector himself
could have won at longer distances.
Really, though, it is not at all necessary
to reach for imaginary explanations for
the real-world success Mr. Prospector
has enjoyed. Any horse’s racing career is
a product of its genetics plus its environment and a healthy dose of pure luck.
Luck might not have fallen Mr. Prospector’s way in terms of racetrack soundness, but the gods of chance have a way
of evening things out over time. Whatever Mr. Prospector’s true limitations
might have been, the genetic potential
was there, and Thoroughbred racing and
breeding are much the better for it.
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Whitham succeeds on her own terms

ChurChill DowNs/reeD Palmer PhoTograPhy

Fort Larned, a homebred for Janis Whitham, won the Grade 1 Stephen Foster Handicap by 6 1/4 lengths June 15 to push his career earnings to $4.03 million.

By Joe Nevills

emily shielDs

Runners bred by Janis Whitham, 81,
have earned more than $13 million.

Owning and breeding Thoroughbreds
is supposed to be fun. If it wasn’t, Janis
Whitham wouldn’t be doing it.
It’s fun to watch a horse you own and
bred, out of a homebred mare at that,
break his maiden at Churchill Downs
on the undercard of the Stephen Foster
Handicap, as Lent did for Whitham in the
evening’s fourth race.
It’s even more fun to see one of your
own homebreds, out of the same dam,
win the Grade 1 Stephen Foster four races
later. The ease with which jockey Brian
Hernandez Jr. guided Fort Larned as the
pair raced virtually unchallenged to a
6 1/4-length victory only made it sweeter.
That pair of impressive wins made for
a splendid evening under the lights at
Churchill Downs. Maybe it was the silks
– the scarlet and silver colors that entered
the winner’s circle six months ago in the
Breeders’ Cup Classic. After Lent’s win,

the positive energy in the garment might
have carried on later into the night.
“Brian came back, and we were in the
winner’s circle with Lent,” Whitham recalled. “I said, ‘Brian, you got your silks
all dirty, but we have a new pair,’ and he
said, ‘Oh no, I’m going to wash these and
wear these [again]. I’ve got to wear winning silks.’ The new ones were still in
[trainer Ian Wilkes’s] car, I noticed [the
next] morning.”
Superstition aside, the evening was a
capstone moment for Whitham’s breeding program, and in particular the broodmare career of the winning Broad Brush
mare Arlucea, the most successful daughter of two-time champion older female
Bayakoa. (Bayakoa is out of an Argentinebred mare also named Arlucea.)
Whitham’s breeding philosophy is simple: She doesn’t have one. Just breed good
runners.
Whitham’s broodmare band consists
of eight or nine mares at a time, mostly

homebreds, whom she boards at Maple
Lane Farm in Lexington, Ky. Most of the
foals go on to run under her colors.
While a handful of her yearlings do sell
at auction, Whitham said the commercial
market is of little interest to her breeding
strategy. She also is not concerned with
breeding to get a specific type, such as a
surface or distance specialist.
Instead, Whitham focuses on finding
stallions who complement her mares. If
it’s a “name brand” sire, great. If it’s a less
fashionable stallion, that’s fine, too – as
long as the foal runs.
“We don’t need another business, so
we’re not going to take those nine mares
and breed them to the new, hot studs and
try to get the foals to the yearling sales,”
she said. “That’s a whole other game. The
horse is why we’re doing it. You can tell
by our breeding program – ‘Do you like
Stroll? Go breed to Stroll.’ ”

Continued on page 10
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WHitHam finds success
Continued from page 9
The strategy has worked for Whitham,
81, a resident of Leoti, Kan. Other successful runners from her breeding program
include Grade 1 winners Affluent and Mea
Domina; Grade 2 winners Beautiful Noise
and Mud Route; and Grade 3 winners
Fiscally Speaking and Summer Symphony. Combined, Whitham-bred runners
have earned in excess of $13 million.
Fort Larned represents the third generation of horses to run under the Whitham
colors from his family, beginning with
Bayakoa, who was purchased privately
after a Group 1-winning campaign in her
native Argentina.
The Consultant’s Bid mare went on to
win 12 Grade 1 races in North America, including consecutive editions of the Breeders’ Cup Distaff, Santa Margarita Handicap, Spinster Stakes, and Milady Handicap,
and the Grade 2 Hawthorne Handicap in
1989 and 1990. The two similar campaigns
earned her two championships.
Bayakoa’s broodmare career was shortlived and somewhat unspectacular, with
just four foals and one winner from two offspring to race. Her final foal was Arlucea,
who won once in seven tries. Bayakoa con-

tracted laminitis two days after the foaling
in 1997 and was euthanized, while Arlucea
was sent to grow up with a nurse mare.
Arlucea was one of three fillies out of
Bayakoa, two of which became producers.
The other, Trinity Place, was bred to Triple Crown winner Affirmed and produced
multiple Grade 1 winner Affluent. Trinity
Place died in 2008 at age 16, leaving Arlucea as the last remaining producer from
Bayakoa’s direct progeny.
Arlucea has held up her end of the bargain admirably, producing six winners
from as many foals to race. In addition
to Fort Larned and Lent, she is the dam
of the multiple Grade 1-placed Izarra and
the stakes-placed Moonport. She has had
three fillies to carry on the female line.
“We don’t have much of a family,”
Whitham said. “Bayakoa’s family is down
to this mare, and she’s getting some age on
her, so we’ll just have to keep some fillies
and hope something works.”
When planning the mating that produced Fort Larned, Whitham drew inspiration from Maryland breeder Robert Meyerhoff, the owner and breeder of
Broad Brush, who laid out the blueprint
on how to make his multiple Grade 1 winner a successful broodmare sire. Arlucea,

a daughter of Broad Brush, continues that
tradition.
Her search led her to E Dubai, a son of
Mr. Prospector who stood the 2007 season at Darley’s Jonabell Farm in Lexington. He now stands at Northview Stallion
Station in Peach Bottom, Pa.
“If you look back and do a little research
about Mr. Meyerhoff, who had all those
Broad Brush mares, there were a lot of
runners by that son of Mr. Prospector, Not
For Love,” she said. “He made his Broad
Brush mares work with Mr. Prospector,
so we decided if that works for him, we’ll
[breed to] some from the Mr. Prospector
line. We bred to Cape Canaveral and then
E Dubai. The [direct sons of Mr. Prospector] are getting harder to find now.”
Fort Larned, like most of Arlucea’s foals,
was a late bloomer, starting only once in
late November of his 2-year-old season and
finishing fourth in a seven-furlong maiden
special weight race at Churchill won by
eventual Preakness winner Shackleford.
Fort Larned was good but not great during
his sophomore campaign, winning three of
nine starts, mostly in allowance company,
but then hit his stride as a 4-year-old. It was
par for the course, according to Whitham.
“When they’re 2-year-olds, they’re

still pretty lackadaisical,” Whitham said
about Arlucea’s foals. “I don’t know if it’s
because of Broad Brush or whoever, but
they’re not really wound up physically to
be 2-year-old racehorses, so we don’t make
them try to be 2-year-old racehorses. This
big guy [Fort Larned], when he was 2, he
was probably still dragging his back feet
because he was a pretty good-sized colt.
“If they have one thing in common, no
matter who they’re out of, it’s slow maturity,” she added. “They’re not early bloomers, and we’re fine with that.”
The only exception to the pattern was
Izarra, who twice placed in Grade 1 races
as a juvenile. However, she only raced
once as a 3-year-old before she was retired.
Arlucea, now 16, produced a Stroll filly
in April and is in foal to Street Cry – another sire from the Mr. Prospector line.
While she waits for those foals to pick
up the torch from the likes of Fort Larned
and Lent, Whitham is having plenty of fun
with the runners she has on the track now.
Her friends and neighbors in Leoti are enjoying the ride as well.
“I won’t go anywhere, from the filling
station to the post office, where somebody
won’t say something about Fort Larned,”
she said. “He’s a hometown horse.”
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Hot sire: kitten’s Joy

a Wellspring of Winners
By Patrick reed
For handicappers who use pedigree
analysis in their calculations, the emergence of Kitten’s Joy as a multisurface
sire over the past five years has added
a new and often-lucrative twist to the
process of picking winners at certain
venues.
The proliferation of Kitten’s Joy’s offspring at tracks in Kentucky, New York,
and Florida in particular has helped bettors narrow down their selections, with
“Kitten’s Joy on turf” and “Kitten’s Joy on
synthetic” proving time and again to be
popular, and helpful, maxims.
Kitten’s Dumplings’s easy win in the
Grade 3 Regret Stakes on the June 15
Stephen Foster undercard at Churchill
Downs gave Kitten’s Joy yet another
graded stakes winner on turf, although in
this case, there was little surprise among
the wagering public, as the 3-year-old filly left the gate as the 7-10 favorite. Her win
came one week after Stephanie’s Kitten,
Kitten’s Joy’s best runner to date, scored
a Grade 1 turf win in the Just a Game
Stakes at Belmont, her second graded win
in two starts since returning to the track
as a 4-year-old.
The resounding success of Kitten’s
Joy as a sire follows an Eclipse Awardwinning racing career during the mid2000s that helped elevate Ken and Sarah
Ramsey’s racing and breeding operation
to the highest levels of the sport. The
details of Ken Ramsey’s gradual immersion into the Thoroughbred world
have been recounted often, as the Army
veteran from Artemus, Ky., developed a
passion for horses at a young age and
dabbled in the business while succeeding in real estate and telecommunications before going full-bore into the sport
some 20 years ago.
Kitten’s First, the dam of Kitten’s Joy,
was the catalyst for the Ramseys’ early
success despite winning only once during her racing career. The Ramseys sold
the Lear Fan mare’s first foal, Justenuffheart, to Frank Calabrese after her
maiden win, and the daughter of Broad
Brush would go on to win two stakes races and earn more than $300,000 during
the late 1990s.
As a broodmare, she produced the
champion filly Dreaming of Anna and
multiple Grade 2 winner Lewis Michael
for Calabrese and multiple Grade 2 winner
Justenuffhumor for breeder Mt. Brilliant
Farm.
The Ramseys would keep Kitten’s
First’s fourth foal, Kitten’s Joy, and revel
in his accomplishments during 2003-05 as
they continued to expand on their original 1994 purchase of historic Almahurst
Farm in Nicholasville, Ky., renamed
Ramsey Farm. By El Prado, Kitten’s Joy
won his first stakes, the Grade 3 Tropical
Park Derby, in early 2004 and would go on
to win five of his seven subsequent starts
that year, all stakes.

Kitten’s Dumplings has emerged as the latest turf star for Kitten’s Joy, taking the Edgewood and Regret stakes this spring.

During the late summer and fall, he
scored back-to-back Grade 1 wins in the
Secretariat and Joe Hirsch Turf and was
heavily favored in the Breeders’ Cup Turf
at Lone Star. Better Talk Now posted a
memorable upset in that race, but Kitten’s
Joy finished a solid second, and his overall
3-year-old campaign was good enough to
secure him the Eclipse Award as champion turf male.
Kitten’s Joy won the Grade 2 Firecracker and ran second to Powerscourt in the
Arlington Million as a 4-year-old before
calling it a career due to minor cartilage
issues. Overall, Kitten’s Joy won nine of 14
starts – including seven stakes, all graded
– and earned $2,075,791.
His success on the track would immediately be followed by the exploits of Kitten’s First’s fifth foal, Precious Kitten. By

Continued on page 12
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Hot sire
Continued from page 11
Ramsey Farm stallion Catienus, the filly
would tally three Grade 1 wins and earn
almost $2 million during three racing seasons, her career taking off just after the
farm’s beloved foundation mare was euthanized in January 2006.
Kitten’s Joy’s retirement to Ramsey
Farm in the fall of 2005 occurred just as
Turfway Park became the first U.S. track
to install a synthetic racing surface, Polytrack. The stallion’s first foals would race
in 2009, with a lot of them showing up at
both Turfway and Keeneland, which by
then also had installed Polytrack. His
progeny’s subsequent success on turf and
synthetic surfaces, with some good dirt
horses in the mix, would help the Ramseys win the Eclipse Award as outstanding owners in 2011.
Through last Tuesday, Kitten’s Joy
ranked sixth on the North American
general sire list, first – by more than $1.2
million – on the turf list, and fifth on the
all-weather list. He ranked 15th, fifth,
and 15th on those lists last year. Given
Stephanie’s Kitten’s sharp return and the
emergence of Kitten’s Dumplings and fellow stakes-winning 3-year-olds Kitten’s
Point and Charming Kitten (who also ran
third in the Grade 1 Blue Grass on Keeneland’s Polytrack), 2013 is shaping up to be
the stallion’s best year yet.
Kitten’s Joy was bred to 213 mares in
2012 – third most in North America – and
the stallion has served as a fulcrum of
sorts to expand Ramsey Farm from a successful homebreeding operation to a force
in the commercial arena.
His yearlings averaged $65,411 in 2012
– topped by a $300,000 colt named Marzocco out of Grade 3-placed Dynamia at
Fasig-Tipton Saratoga – and his juveniles
have upped that mark this year, averaging $129,429. Two of those sold for $260,000
at the OBS March select sale: Countryman, out of the Dixieland Band mare Oh
What a Feeling, and Sunny Kat, out of the
Miswaki mare Waki Affair.
Kitten’s Dumplings’s pedigree is turf-

Through June 18, Kitten’s Joy was North America’s leading turf sire and sixth-ranked stallion overall.

oriented on her female side. Her dam, the
Grand Slam mare Granny Franny, made
eight of her 10 career starts on either turf
or synthetic surfaces, with all three of her
wins coming in her last three starts at
Turfway Park.
Kitten’s Dumplings’s second dam, the
Irish-bred Sadler’s Wells mare Franziska,
is a half-sister to Irish Group 3 winner
Aminata, who produced Group 3 winner

Swift Gulliver and multiple turf stakes
winner Abderian. Double Form, a champion sprinter over the Longchamp lawn
in France, is from the same female family.
Unlike Stephanie’s Kitten, who scored
a Grade 1 win on a synthetic surface in
the Alcibiades Stakes at Keeneland as a
juvenile, Kitten’s Dumplings has come
up empty in her two starts on Polytrack
while winning three stakes on turf.

BarBara D. liviNgsToN

Nevertheless, the filly is well established
as the latest in a long and growing line
of Kitten’s Joy progeny who show up in
the winner’s circle after turf and/or synthetic stakes events, usually sporting the
farm’s red and white silks and accompanied by the ebullient Ken Ramsey.
On dirt, Kitten’s Joy’s 4-year-old son
won the Grade 3 Hal’s Hope Stakes this
year, and is training at Calder.
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Catching up with peppers pride

laura DoNNell of Taylor maDe farm

Peppers Pride, who won all 19 of her starts and earned $1.07 million, has produced three foals, including two by Distorted Humor, and is in foal to Hard Spun.

unBeaten mare still sHoWs Her class in retirement
By Nicole russo
Not much has changed about Peppers
Pride from her racing days to her current
career as a broodmare.
“She’s really a classy mare to be
around,” said Frank Taylor, vice president of boarding operations at his family’s Taylor Made Farm, the Nicholasville, Ky., facility where the 10-year-old
daughter of Desert God resides. “She just
does everything right.”
Peppers Pride did everything right
during her racing career, too. From July
16, 2005, to Dec. 14, 2008, the mare answered the call to the post 19 times and
emerged victorious on each occasion,
the longest undefeated career by a modern North American Thoroughbred. The
streak included 14 stakes wins, and she
earned $1,066,085.
“She was a tremendous athlete, not
only physically, but mentally,” said Joel

Marr, who trained Peppers Pride for
owner and breeder Joe Allen. “You don’t
do that by just getting lucky 19 times in
a row, obviously, or it would be done all
the time. She had that sense that most
horses probably don’t have – she knew
how to win. She had that ability and that
sense and that determination. She knew
exactly what she was doing.
“We trained her to be fit and to do the
best job she could, but she ultimately
won the races,” Marr added. “It was just
something that she had. I can’t explain it.
Just the ability she had within her and ...
it was just something that she possessed
way before we touched her.”
All of Peppers Pride’s races came in
her native New Mexico, where she dominated her division for four seasons. She
captured the New Mexico Cup Juvenile
Fillies Stakes as a 2-year-old, the New

Continued on page 15
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catcHing up WitH peppers pride
Continued from page 13
Mexico Cup Championship Fillies Stakes
during her sophomore season, and won
back-to-back editions of the event’s Fillies and Mares Stakes in 2007 and 2008.
Her list of stakes triumphs included two
editions each of the New Mexico State
Racing Commission Handicap and the
Sydney Valentini Handicap. Peppers
Pride carried weights as high as 127
pounds, an impost she won under three
times.
“She was just one in a million,” Marr
said. “And a lot of it was mental. Obviously, she was physically a superb athlete and
had tremendous abilities. And people will
say, ‘Well, you ran her in New Mexico.’
Well, we did, and [a New Mexico-bred is]
what she was. But it really doesn’t matter.”
Attempting to explain the mare’s success, Marr also noted that consistency in
the barn’s routine and attention to detail
may have helped Peppers Pride reach her
full potential.
“All the people around her – I was her
only trainer,” Marr said. “[Carlos Madeira] was her only rider. She had the same
farrier, the same vet, the same groom.
She stayed in the same barn at every
racetrack, the same stall. She went to
post with the same pony every time. Just
a lot of things like that. Horses are creatures of habit. They need to be fed at the
same time; they need to be exercised at
the same time. They need a routine, and
she had that for the four, almost five years
that we had her. She went to the track at
the same time every morning, with the
same person on her back.
“Joe Allen was the breeder and the
owner and the partial stallion owner. It
was really special. It wasn’t something
we went out and bought. She was raised
there. It made it a lot more special just to

PePPerS Pride

desert God–Lady Pepper, by Chili Pepper Pie
fOaled: 2003 in new Mexico
raCe reCOrd: 19 starts, 19 wins,

earned $1,066,085
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be around her.”
Just as Peppers Pride’s mental attributes and personality made her an
ideal racehorse, that disposition has
endeared the mare to her caretakers at
Taylor Made Farm, where she is boarded
for Allen and Michael Stinson, who now
co-owns her.
“She’s doing great; she’s having nice
foals,” Taylor said. “She’s just really easy
to get along with and never causes any
problems. She fits right in.”
Peppers Pride produced her third foal,
a colt by Malibu Moon, on Feb. 22. Her
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Mister Frisky (1989-1990)

† Retired unbeaten
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15

Colin

13

Personal ensign

10

Handsomchamp

first two foals are by Distorted Humor – a
filly foaled in 2011 and a yearling colt. The
filly, named Funny Pepper, is at a training center in New Mexico, preparing to
join Marr’s string to see if she can follow
in her mother’s large hoofprints.
“She has a few of the mental characteristics that [Peppers Pride] had,” Marr
said of Funny Pepper. “She’s not stubborn, but she’s very determined, I guess
I would say.”
The yearling colt is expected to be
offered at this year’s Keeneland September sale, where he could be among the

featured horses in the catalog.
“I think Peppers Pride is putting plenty
of bone on [her foals], and they’re athletic-looking,” Taylor said. “I really love
the Distorted Humor yearling she’s got
this year. He’s just a really big, strong,
good-looking horse. He’s got a lot of class
to him, I think. I think people will really
like him a lot.”
Marr said Peppers Pride is back in foal
to Hard Spun. As on the racetrack, the
mare has settled comfortably into a routine at Taylor Made. During foaling season, expecting mares spend the night in
the barn and are turned out during the
day. Once a foal is at a mare’s side, however, the routine becomes the opposite.
Now, Peppers Pride and her 4-month-old
colt come to the barn in the morning to be
looked over and attended to before being
turned out in a group for the rest of the
afternoon and night.
Although these days she lives a quiet
life outside of the public eye – and her win
streak was never afforded mass media attention outside of the racing industry – fans
have not forgotten about Peppers Pride.
“We get some regular calls from people
wanting to come visit and come see her,”
Taylor said. “We probably get [a few] a
month, fans wanting to know how she’s
doing or wanting to come see her.”
Indeed, the memories of Peppers Pride’s
remarkable streak have not faded, for her
fans and for those most closely associated
with the mare.
“I wouldn’t trade it for anything,” Marr
said. “It was tremendous to be a part of it.
And you look back and you can say that
you were part of something like her [winning streak]. Not very many people get to
say that. You knew there was something
special about her, just the way she held
herself, the way she looked, the look in her
eye. I was just lucky to be a part of it.”
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