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Orb is a testament
to patience and planning

tom Keyser

Orb’s owners, Dinny Phipps and Stuart Janney III, are congratulated by Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear following their win in the Kentucky Derby on May 4.

By Glenye Cain Oakford
There was a moment several years ago
when it would have looked smart to sell
Lady Liberty.
The mare descended from an illustrious family tree that features such names
as Ruffian and Private Terms. But her
branch of the family had not produced
a major runner since her dam, Mesabi
Maiden, won the Black-Eyed Susan Stakes
in 1996.
In 2009, Lady Liberty herself looked like
an unproductive twig. Boarded at Seth
Hancock’s Claiborne Farm in Paris, Ky.,
she’d been afforded several chances, with
little return. Her first foal won three races,
none of them black type; her second was
winless; her third died as a yearling; and
she failed to conceive on her fourth mating.
Ogden Mills “Dinny” Phipps, who owns
Lady Liberty and six other mares in partnership with his cousin, Stuart Janney III,

recommended pruning.
“I didn’t think she was going to make it
as a great broodmare, and, yes, I suggested he sell her,” Phipps, 72, said recently.
But Janney was reluctant.
“I felt, and really was very much backed
up by Seth Hancock, that maybe we hadn’t
gotten her to the right stallion, and maybe
we needed to give her more of a chance,”
said Janney, 64. “She was good-looking,
and she’s an Unbridled mare, and it was
increasingly obvious that that was a very
good thing.”
Janney convinced Phipps to keep Lady
Liberty and breed her to A.P. Indy’s son,
Malibu Moon. The result, of course, was
Orb, whose 2 1/2-length win in the May 4
Kentucky Derby gave the Phipps and Janney families their first Derby victory.
“Now, I think she’s a great broodmare,”
Phipps said with a laugh several days after
the race. “I started laughing with Stuart
after Orb won the Fountain of Youth and

said, ‘I don’t want to hear any more of this
stuff. I have changed my opinion.’ ”
Phipps’s father, Ogden Phipps, started
partnering with Janney 25 years ago, at a
time when Janney was considering whether to disperse his parents’ famed Locust
Hill Farm bloodstock. The Janneys’ homebreeding program had produced, among
others, the excellent broodmare Shenanigans, the dam of Ruffian, Icecapade, and
Buckfinder and the second dam of the
family’s 1988 Wood Memorial winner and
sire, Private Terms.
But when Stuart Janney Jr. and his
wife, Barbara, died within a year of each
other in the late 1980s, it left their son and
Locust Hill at a crossroads. A phone call
from his Uncle Ogden helped convince the
younger Janney to stay in the sport.
“I was very, very close to Uncle Ogden,”
Janney recalled recently. “At some point,
he said, ‘Stuart, as you think about this, if
there are any fillies or mares or whatever

that you might like to have me own half of,
I would be glad to do that. My only condition is that they get trained by Shug McGaughey. Otherwise, I’ll just be, in effect,
your silent partner.’ I didn’t want him to
be a silent partner. The thing I was looking for was the fact that he’d help me and
give me advice, and that I’d be in a lot better position to do a reasonable job with it.”
Janney agreed and nominated one
weanling filly and one 5-year-old mare
as the new partnership’s first horses. The
filly was Deputation, who developed into a
graded stakes winner and graded producer, and the broodmare was Steel Maiden.
A three-quarters sister to Private
Terms, Steel Maiden looked like a promising producer. She was a Shenanigans
granddaughter and a two-time stakes
winner who had finished second to champion Family Style in the 1986 Black-Eyed
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BarBara D. Livingston

From top, Orb trains in
March prior to his victory in
the Grade 1 Florida Derby.
The colt impressed his owners from the time he was a
foal at Claiborne Farm.

DeLL hancocK / cLaiBorne Farm

Susan. Steel Maiden’s second runner, the
Forty Niner colt Pro Prospect, was stakesplaced. Her fifth foal, the Cox’s Ridge
daughter Mesabi Maiden, raised Janney’s
and Phipps’s expectations when she vindicated her dam’s loss in the Black-Eyed
Susan by winning the race in 1996.
But Mesabi Maiden did not live up to her
owners’ high hopes in the breeding shed.
“This particular branch of the family
kind of did go a little quiet for a while,”
Janney acknowledged. “Steel Maiden was
a very nice broodmare but maybe not everything you’d hope. Mesabi Maiden was
her very best, and when Mesabi went to
Claiborne after her racing career, I would
have said that she’d be an absolute star.
She was beautiful-looking. She had a
good race record; the horse she beat in the
Black-Eyed Susan was Bernardini’s dam,
Cara Rafaela.
“And Mesabi Maiden was everything
you’d want in terms of pedigree,” Janney
added. “But she had a spotty history as a
broodmare. Obviously, producing Lady
Liberty makes it all worthwhile. These
families have a way of going a little bit
quiet for a while and then waking up, and
that’s sort of what’s going on here.”
The worrying question for breeders,
though, is whether a bloodline’s quiet moment is merely a pause or the petering out
of a productive line. Dinny Phipps has carried on his father’s enormously successful
homebreeding program – and the partnership with Janney – since Ogden Phipps’s
death in 2002. And he’s bred champions in
his own right. But he, too, has been caught
on the wrong side of the “keep or cull” decision.
In 2006, after mating his A.P. Indy mare
Supercharger to Maria’s Mon, Phipps sold
her for $160,000 to WinStar Farm. The resulting colt – officially bred by WinStar because it owned the mare when he was born
– was Super Saver, who won the Kentucky
Derby in 2010.
That could have been the Phipps family’s first Derby winner, salving the wound
left from their last attempt in 1989, when
Ogden Phipps’s Easy Goer lost to Sunday
Silence and Dinny Phipps’s Awe Inspiring
finished third.
“It’s just part of the game, and there are
only so many you can keep,” Dinny Phipps
said of Supercharger. “Her record wasn’t
very distinguished. I look at trying to cull
mares out of my broodmare band, and I’ve
reduced them down to a lot less than I had
before, and she didn’t make the cut. She
proved me wrong, too.”
By the time Super Saver won his Derby,
though they didn’t know it, Phipps and
Janney already owned a Derby winner.
Orb was born Feb. 24, 2010, and from the
beginning, Janney and Phipps knew the
Malibu Moon–Lady Liberty mating had
improved their position.
“He was by far her best-looking foal,”
Janney said. “We didn’t go, ‘My heavens,
he’s our Derby winner,’ but he was a very
attractive colt, and he did everything the
right way at every stage. We were very
pleased. So, we went and bred to Flatter,
and that’s about seven-eighths the same
family as Malibu Moon, just about as close
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as you can get. We’ve gotten a terrific colt
this year. He couldn’t be more attractive.
He’s bright, he’s athletic, and all the rest.
Now, we’re back to Malibu Moon, for obvious reasons.”
Malibu Moon, who started his breeding career at the Pons family’s Country
Life Farm in Maryland before relocating
to Kentucky – he now stands at B. Wayne
Hughes’s Spendthrift Farm in Lexington,
Ky. – has become one of Thoroughbred
breeding’s fashionable sires. But fashion
isn’t what drives the Janney and Phipps
breeding program, which is geared exclusively toward their own racing stable,
not the auction ring. They don’t “overintellectualize” Thoroughbred breeding,
as Janney puts it, but their criteria can be
exacting.
“I’ve always felt that to put a filly back
in the broodmare band, she must either
have run well or had an excuse not to run
well,” Phipps said. “I’ve put horses in the
band that never ran but were beautifully
bred and had a physical problem that I
didn’t think they’d breed on. But in most
cases, I’ve tried to put broodmares back
that have black type. I’m not one that looks
at fancy charts. I look at what their race
record is, what they look like, and what
Shug thinks of them. I’m sure all that pedigree analysis works, but I’m not into that.
“I don’t think we have to come out with
a 2-year-old that runs five furlongs,” he
added. “That’s just not what we’re looking
for. We’re looking for a horse that can run
a mile and run a mile well. We really don’t
try to press what we have. We try to make
sure they’re ready to run, and our philosophy is not to breed the six-furlong horse.”
Homebreeders have lately been dominant in the Kentucky Derby – seven of
the race’s last 11 winners were raced by
the people who bred them – but both the
Phipps and Janney families have only
started a few in the fabled race, despite
breeding their horses with classic stamina in mind.
“Yes, that’s what they’re ultimately supposed to do, but it isn’t always what they
want to do in the spring of their 3-year-old
year, and it’s certainly not what they’re
going to be doing with huge success in
the fall of their 2-year-old year,” Janney
explained. “There are plenty of my horses
that come every year – and same thing
with Dinny – where I ask Shug, ‘What do
you and [bloodstock adviser] Niall Brennan think?’ And the answer is, ‘I like him,
but he’s not going to be early.’ From one
point of view, that could be not good at all,
but I don’t care. I just want to hear the first
part of the sentence, which is that he’s going to be good.
“I’ve come to understand this: When
you’re dealing with these pedigrees over a
long period of time, it’s a little like painting a picture,” Janney added. “Like an oil,
where you get to rub out or scrape off the
oil and redo sections of it until you finally
get it right. ... You see what doesn’t work,
and you can add bits, whether it’s size or
speed or whatever it is. You don’t always
get it right at first, but you start to get it
right over time.
“With this family, we didn’t get it right
in the beginning, but we kind of felt like
we were getting it right when we saw Orb.”
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Lady Liberty (left), the dam of Kentucky Derby winner Orb, has a new colt by Flatter and has been bred back to Malibu Moon.

PENNSYLVANIA

BREDS

Shine Bright
on Racing’s
Biggest Stage

BARBARA LIVINGSTON PHOTOS

e Pennsylvania Horse Breeders Association
(PHBA) congratulates Gr. 1 Kentucky Oaks winner
PRINCESS OF SYLMAR, including Pennsylvania owner
and breeder Ed Stanco (King of Prussia Stable),
trainer Todd Pletcher and jockey Mike Smith.

e PHBA congratulates the connections of
SO MANY WAYS (outside), winner of Gr. 3 Eight
Belles S., including Pennsylvania breeders John R.
and John C. Penn, owner Maggi Moss, trainer Tom
Amoss and jockey Garrett Gomez.

www.pabred.com

Financial incentives for
Pennsylvania-breds
come from the
Pennsylvania Breeding
Fund (administered by
PHBA) and also through
the support of the
Pennsylvania
Horsemenʼs associations (HBPA and
PTHA). For more
information about the
benefits of owning
and breeding a
Pennsylvania-bred,
please contact
Executive Secretary,
Jeb Hannum at
610-444-1050.
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Orb’s Derby victory validates
Malibu Moon as a top sire

Justin n. Lane

With his 2 1/2-length victory in the Derby under jockey Joel Rosario, Orb (center) proved that his sire, Malibu Moon, is not simply a sire of top-class fillies.

By Patrick Reed
When Orb won the 139th Kentucky Derby, he became the first classic winner for
his sire, the 16-year-old Spendthrift Farm
stallion Malibu Moon, and the colt’s emphatic score adds more luster to A.P. Indy,
whose influence on contemporary Thoroughbred racing and breeding continues
to grow.
Malibu Moon has become one of North
America’s most consistent sires since entering his first season at stud in 2000. That
he has risen to such prominence is a credit
to his pedigree and an astute decision
by Spendthrift’s B. Wayne Hughes, who
owned and bred the son of A.P. Indy. Malibu Moon raced only twice as a 2-year-old
in California for trainer Mel Stute, breaking his maiden in his second start at Hollywood Park in May 1999, before suffering
a career-ending injury.
With his stud options limited, Hughes
decided to keep a majority interest in his
horse and sold an interest to the Pons family, which owns Country Life Farm in Bel
Air, Md. Malibu Moon stood at Country
Life in 2000 for an initial fee of $3,000, and
his pedigree – out of the Group 1-winning
Mr. Prospector mare Macoumba, a halfsister to four other stakes winners – sug-

gested he had potential as a sire. Provided
a full book of mares at Country Life, the
young stallion made the most of his opportunity.
In his first crop, Malibu Moon was represented by Perfect Moon, who won two
graded stakes as a juvenile, including the
Grade 2 Best Pal Stakes at Del Mar. His
second crop brought champion 2-year-old
male Declan’s Moon as well as Malibu
Mint, who won the Grade 1 Princess Rooney Handicap as a 4-year-old in 2006.
Shortly after Declan’s Moon won the
2004 Eclipse Award, Malibu Moon moved
from Country Life to Dr. Tony Ryan’s
Castleton Lyons in Lexington, Ky., where
he stood for three seasons and attracted
higher-quality mares. Meanwhile, Hughes
renovated the historic Spendthrift property just east of Castleton Lyons, which he
purchased in 2004, and oversaw its transition into the full-scale commercial-breeding facility.
By the time Malibu Moon moved to
Spendthrift in 2008, he was a proven, solid
sire of racehorses. Through May 6, the
stallion had sired 68 stakes winners from
from 914 foals ages 3 and up (7.4 percent),
with 26 graded stakes winners and nine
Grade 1 winners. His runners have earned
more than $58.8 million, and Orb’s Derby

Seattle Slew 74
A.P. Indy 89
Weekend Surprise 80
Malibu Moon 97
Mr. Prospector 70
Macoumba 92
Maximova 80

Orb

Bay colt
Foaled February 24, 2010

Fappiano 77
Unbridled 87
Gana Facil 81

Lady Liberty 99
Cox’s Ridge 74
Mesabi Maiden 93
Steel Maiden 83

win solidified his current second-place
position on the North American general
sire list, trailing only Leroidesanimaux,
whose progeny earnings are largely composed of Animal Kingdom’s huge Dubai
World Cup winner’s purse.
Seven of Malibu Moon’s nine Grade 1

Bold Reasoning 68
My Charmer 69
Secretariat 70
Lassie Dear 74
Raise a Native 61
Gold Digger 62
Green Dancer 72
Baracala 72
Mr. Prospector 70
Killaloe 70
Le Fabuleux 61
Charedi 76
Best Turn 66
Our Martha 61
Damascus 64
Laughter 70

winners – Malibu Mint, Life At Ten, Devil
May Care, Ask the Moon, Malibu Prayer,
Funny Moon, and Eden’s Moon – are fillies. Add to that impressive group several
other graded stakes-winning fillies, in-

Continued on page 8
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MALIBU MOON
Continued from page 7
cluding standout 3-year-old Kauai Katie,
and it’s no surprise that Malibu Moon has
developed a reputation as a sire of fillies.
Devil May Care finished 10th in the 2010
Derby before winning the Mother Goose
and Coaching Club American Oaks later
that summer, but John Oxley’s multiple
graded stakes winner Prospective, who
finished 18th in last year’s Derby, had
been the most prominent son of Malibu
Moon to establish a presence on the Triple
Crown trail until this year.
“In Malibu Moon’s case, hopefully
[Orb’s Derby win] will go to dispel the idea
that he’s a filly sire,” Spendthrift manager
Ned Toffey said. “You know, if you look at
his stakes winners, that’s maybe not an
unfair criticism. To have him get a horse
like Orb – No. 1, a colt, and No. 2, a classic winner – maybe [going forward] people
will feel a little more comfortable buying
a colt off of him [at auction]. His colts have
continued to sell very, very well.”
Indeed, unlike the past two Derby winners, Animal Kingdom (by Leroidesanimaux) and I’ll Have Another (by Flower
Alley), Orb’s victory in the classic may not
have as dramatic of an effect on Malibu
Moon’s stud fee and the prices paid for his
yearlings and juveniles at sales because
he is already a commercially popular sire.
He stands for a fee of $70,000, and his year-

ling average last year was $147,088.
Malibu Moon was represented by the
highest prices last year at both the FasigTipton Kentucky July and Fasig-Tipton
Midlantic Eastern fall yearling sales. This
year, his juveniles at auction have sold for
an average of $264,667, and he was represented by the highest-priced 2-year-old, a
colt who sold for $675,000, at the Barretts
select sale in March.
“I think for a horse like him, depending
on what Orb does and what happens the
rest of the year, you know, the [Derby] effect on the stud fee is obviously going to be
a little bit less than it would be on another
[less proven] horse because he’s already
got a substantial body of work,” Toffey
said. “It is a really nice cherry on top.”
Orb, bred and raced by Phipps Stable
and Stuart Janney III, hails from a female
family that traces through several generations of top Phipps Stable and Janney
family runners. His dam, the winning Unbridled mare Lady Liberty, had failed to
impress with her early offspring. Janney
credited Claiborne Farm’s Seth Hancock,
his other major partner in the game, with
persuading him to take a second look.
A.P. Indy, perennially among the leading sires in North America until he was
pensioned in 2011, also is the grandsire of
Princess of Sylmar, by young sire Majestic
Warrior, who won the Kentucky Oaks the
day before Orb’s classic victory.

BarBara D. Livingston

Malibu Moon stands for a fee of $70,000 at Spendthrift Farm.
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DeBerdt seeks another perfect day
By Steve Andersen
Bloodstock agent Bruno DeBerdt
had close to a perfect day a couple
months ago at the Barretts March
select sale of 2-year-olds in training.
Through his Excel Bloodstock,
DeBerdt sold three horses for a combined $1,205,000, including the second-most expensive juvenile, a colt
by Dunkirk who sold for $575,000.
DeBerdt paid a combined $240,000
for the three prospects as yearlings.
“We had a super sale in March,” he
said. “All the stars had to line up for
that.”
DeBerdt was the leading consignor at the March sale, and is after
the same distinction at Monday’s
Barretts May sale of 2-year-olds in
training in Pomona, Calif. DeBerdt
has four 2-year-olds in a sale that he
expects will have robust business.
“The sales nationwide have been
good,” he said, reflecting on the
2-year-old in training sales in recent
months. “The decent horses will
stand out.”
As always, there will be significant competition among consignors
for the attention of buyers at Monday’s one-day sale, which begins at 3
p.m. Pacific. Many consignors have
brought juveniles who were purchased for sizable amounts as yearlings last summer and fall.
DeBerdt said he expects activity
from “all of the buyers that got shut
out at the earlier sales.”
The Barretts May sale is the final
2-year-olds in training sale in California, and one of the last leading
juvenile sales of the year.
There are 141 horses in the catalog,
and a supplemental catalog contains
an additional 13 prospects. DeBerdt
has three fillies and a colt purchased
for a combined $380,000 as yearlings
or at 2-year-olds in training sales
earlier this year.
Among them are two fillies bought
at the 2012 Keeneland September
yearling sale--a City Zip filly (Hip
No. 15) bought for $110,000, and a
filly by Dixie Union (Hip No. 138)
bought for $120,000. “They’re both
precocious,” he said.
Last year, the Barretts May sale
saw 69 horses sell for a total of
$2,986,500, an average of $43,283
and a median price of $23,000. The
average for the 2-year-olds sold at
the 2011 sale was $36,903, while the
median was $20,000. (There was one
horse of racing age sold in 2011, for
$5,000).
The sale topper of the 2012 sale
was a Master Command colt that
sold for $300,000. Now owned by Kaleem Shah and trained by Bob Baffert, that colt, named Battled, finished second and fifth in two starts
over the winter.
At Monday’s sale, Barretts executives expect average prices to rise.
“We have a good group of horses,”
said Barretts General Manager Kim
Lloyd. “The sales are up all over the
country. I think we’re seeing more
and more attention. There is a shortage of horses.

Horses to watch at Barretts May sale of juveniles
By Joe Nevills
Following are some of the juveniles to keep
an eye on at the Barretts May sale of 2-yearolds in training. The selections were based
on pedigree and made before the training
breeze preview Friday.

Hip No. 20, gray or roan colt, by

Zensational – Handpainted, by A.P. Indy,
consigned by Eddie Woods, agent.
This colt is out of Grade 1-placed stakes
winner Handpainted, who is the dam of
three winners from as many foals to race,
including Grade 3-placed stakes winner
Patena and multiple stakes-placed winner
Oil Painting. His catalog page includes
1997 Belmont Stakes winner Touch Gold,
Grade 1 winner Brilliant Speed, Canadian
Horse of the Year With Approval, Canadian
champion Serenading, and Group 3 winner
Touch Me Not. He was offered at the 2012
Keeneland September yearling sale, but
his reserve was not met, with a final bid of
$80,000.

“We expect a jump in our average.”
For Monday’s sale, Barretts has
the support of leading Floridabased 2-year-old consignors such as
Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds,
Becky Thomas’s Sequel Bloodstock,
and Ciaran Dunne’s Wavertree Stables. The sale has large consignments from the California-based
operations of Andy Havens, Sam
Hendricks, and Kim McCarthy.
Randy Hartley and Dean De

Hip No. 41, bay colt, by Tale of the Cat
– La Danielle, by Danehill, consigned by
Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds, agent.
He is the third foal out of the winning
Danehill mare La Danielle, who has had two
foals to race. He is from the family of Hasili
and Arrive, England’s Broodmares of the
Year in 2006 and 2008, respectively, who
together produced such standouts as Canadian Horse of the Year Champs Elysees;
champions Intercontinental and Banks Hill;
prominent sire Dansili; and Group 1 winners
Promising Lead, Heat Haze, and Cacique.
Other notable family members include
champion turf male and sire Leroidesanimaux. The colt was a $145,000 purchase at
last year’s Keeneland September sale and
failed to reach his reserve of $290,000 at
the Ocala Breeders’ Sales Co. March sale
of selected 2-year-olds in training earlier
this year.
Hip No. 56, bay filly, by Unusual Heat –
Miss Soft Sell, by Siyah Kalem, consigned
by Callaway Thoroughbreds.
A product of the blue-hen Siyah Kalem
mare Miss Soft Sell, this filly is a half-

Renzo have brought a team that
includes a Tale of the Cat colt (Hip
No. 41) bought for $145,000 at Keeneland September; a California-bred
colt by Majestic Warrior (Hip No.
104) they bought for $110,000 at the
Barretts October yearling sale;
and a Zensational colt (Hip No. 132)
bought for $175,000 at Keeneland
September.
The Tale of the Cat and Zensational colts were listed as purchased in
September by Dream Walkin Farms.

sibling to multiple Grade 1 winner Brother
Derek, Grade 2-placed multiple stakes winner Don’tsellmeshort, stakes winner Sister
Kate, and multiple stakes-placed winner
Swissle Stick. Miss Soft Sell is the dam of
nine winners from 10 starters. The filly sold
for $77,000 at the 2012 Barretts October
yearling sale and was a $95,000 buyback at
the Barretts March sale of selected 2-yearolds in training.

Hip No. 57, dark bay or brown colt, by

Successful Appeal – Mrs. Greeley, by Mr.
Greeley, consigned by Wavertree Stables,
agent.
A full brother to 2005 Kentucky Derby
runner-up Closing Argument, the colt is out
of the Mr. Greeley mare Mrs. Greeley, who
has produced six winners from seven foals
to race. He is from the family of multiple
Grade 2 winner Carmandia. The colt was
offered at last year’s Keeneland September
sale but did not meet his reserve, with a final
bid of $160,000.

Hip No. 72, bay colt, by Street Cry –

Quendom, by Interprete, consigned by

The Sequel Bloodstock consignment is led by a Malibu Moon colt
(Hip No. 32) that Thomas purchased
for $200,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Saratoga selected yearling sale in August. The colt is out of Jill Robin L,
by Precocity, who won the Grade 2
Bonnie Miss Stakes at Gulfstream
Park in 2005. Malibu Moon is the
sire of 2013 Kentucky Derby winner
Orb.
Thomas’s consignment includes
a Street Cry colt (Hip No. 72) that

Sequel Bloodstock, agent.
This colt is a half-brother to 2006 Horse of
the Year Invasor, out of the Interprete mare
Quendom. He is a sibling to two winners
from three foals to race and is from the family of Group 1 winner Reina Victoriosa and
Group 2 winner Qualified, as well as Grade
3-placed multiple stakes winner More Than
Regal. The colt was a $110,000 buyback
at the 2012 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga sale of
selected yearlings.

Hip No 125, Boston Bound, bay colt,

by Hard Spun – Boston Lady, by Boston
Harbor, consigned by Pegasus Training
Center, agent.
This is a half-brother to Kentucky Derby
fourth-place finisher Normandy Invasion.
The dam, Boston Bound, is out of the
Boston Harbor mare Boston Lady, who is
the dam of three winners from five foals to
race. His family members include Grade 2
or Group 2 winners Nemain, Navesink, and
Gulls Cry, as well as Grade 3 stakes winners
Gala Regatta and Derrianne. Boston Bound
was a $35,000 purchase at last year’s
Keeneland September sale.

was listed as not sold at Saratoga
last year for $110,000. The colt is a
half-brother to 2006 Horse of the
Year Invasor, who will be inducted into racing’s Hall of Fame this
summer.
Dunne is offering a Successful
Appeal colt (Hip No. 57) who is a
full brother to the two-time stakes
winner Closing Argument, who was
second in the 2005 Kentucky Derby.
The colt was listed as not sold for
$160,000 at Keeneland September.

Tomorrow’s Success Starts Today
Look for Brushwood
yearlings out of the
following mares at
selected sales:
AMBER GRACE
BLOOMY
CATIGO
COTTON BLOSSOM
LAFIRMA
LAUGHING LASHES
LAYOUNNE
MUSHKA
SMARA
matt goins

STORM BEAUTY
TRAIL MAGIC

HARD SPUN,

BarBara d. Livingston

by Danzig out of
Turkish Tryst

13 starts, 7 wins, 3
seconds, 1 third, with
earnings of $2,673,470.
Back-to-back wins in the
King’s Bishop S.-G1 and
Kentucky Cup Classic
S.-G2 (defeating STREET
SENSE), etc. Classic-placed
in the Kentucky Derby-G1 and the Preakness S.-G1. Second in the Breeders’
Cup Classic Powered by Dodge-G1. HARD SPUN stands at Darley

America in Lexington, KY.

UNRIVALED BELLE
WILE CAT

Brushwood
Stable
17 Green Lane,
Malvern, Pennsylvania 19355
(610) 644-2622

DRF BREEDING

Sunday, May 12, 2013

PAGE 11

Spreading the classics around
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
The male line of the immortal Northern Dancer has dominated international
breeding for more than three decades, but
the distribution of winners by sire line of
the first six Northern Hemisphere classics
of 2013 has been more even than in recent
years.
The principal rival abroad, however,
has not been Mr. Prospector, Northern
Dancer’s principal challenger for global
dominance in recent years, but the resurgent male line of Hail to Reason, and in
America, the rapidly rising, almost wholly
American line of A.P. Indy accounted for
both May classics.
The Northern Dancer male line,
through his best sire son, Sadler’s Wells,
accounted for the winners of the English
2000 Guineas (won by Dawn Approach)
and Japanese 2000 Guineas equivalent
(won by Logotype), while the Hail to Reason male line produced English 1000 Guineas winner Sky Lantern and Japanese
1000 Guineas equivalent winner Ayusan
through the Roberto and Halo branches,
respectively.
At Churchill Downs, A.P. Indy reigned
supreme through the victories of Orb in
the Kentucky Derby and Princess of Sylmar in the Kentucky Oaks.
From the sterling first crop of European champion 2- and 3-year-old male and
2008 Group 1 Epsom Derby winner New
Approach, Dawn Approach is a greatgrandson of Sadler’s Wells through his
2001 Epsom Derby winner and European
champion 3-year-old male, Galileo. Galileo earned his first of four English sire
championships in the past five years in
2008, primarily through the exploits of
New Approach, who also won the Group
1 Champion Stakes and Irish Millions
Champion Stakes that year.
New Approach created a sensation last
June when three of his offspring – Dawn
Approach, Tha’ir, and Newfangled – won
stakes at the prestigious Royal Ascot
meeting, an unprecedented feat for a
first-crop sire. Dawn Approach’s subsequent victories in the Group 1 National
Stakes and Dewhurst Stakes assured New
Approach of European freshman-sire
leadership and Dawn Approach of European juvenile-championship honors.
Out of the Phone Trick mare Hymn of the
Dawn, from the great family of foundation
mare Islay Mist, Dawn Approach is undefeated in seven starts but is no certainty to
stay the 1 1/2 miles of his next target, the
Epsom Derby. Phone Trick was a brilliant
sprinter and has been a strong influence
for speed, but the next three sires along
his bottom line are Pleasant Colony, Alydar, and Sea-Bird, all strong influences for
stamina. It will be interesting to see which
aspect of Dawn Approach’s pedigree takes
over up that final Epsom hill.
There is little doubt, however, that Logotype, Japan’s champion 2-year-old colt of
2012, will stay the 1 1/2 miles of the Tokyo
Yushun (Japanese Derby), despite his sire
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Dawn Approach wins the English 2000 Guineas last Saturday at Newmarket, striking a blow for the Northern Dancer sire line.

being principally regarded as a miler. In a
long and eclectic racing career, Lohengrin
won 10 of 48 starts, including the Group
2 Nakayama Kinen in 2003 and 2007 at
about nine furlongs, but he also won the
Wakakusa Stakes at about 1 3/8 miles.
Both his sire, Singspiel, by Sadler’s
Wells’s son In the Wings, and dam, Carling, by Garde Royale (by Mill Reef), were
top-class racehorses at 1 1/2 miles. Singspiel captured both the Group 1 Japan
Cup and Coronation Cup at that distance,
while Carling’s most important victory
came in the Group 1 Prix Vermeille at the
metric equivalent of 1 1/2 miles.
Logotype’s dam, Stereotype, is a daughter of the great Sunday Silence, who finished second to Easy Goer in the Belmont
Stakes, his only attempt at 1 1/2 miles, but
sired plenty of top-class winners at that
distance during his 13 consecutive years
as leading Japanese sire. Stereotype is
out of the American-conceived Japanese
stakes winner Star Ballerina, by Belmont
winner Risen Star, from the family of Dewan Keys, Over Arranged, and Cowtown

Cat. Logotype is inbred 4x3 to Sunday
Silence’s sire, Halo, by Hail to Reason,
through Singspiel’s champion dam, Glorious Song, by Halo.
Halo also is the male-line ancestor of
Japanese 1000 Guineas winner Ayusan, by
Sunday Silence’s best son, Deep Impact. In
fact, Ayusan is the third consecutive Japanese 1000 Guineas winner for Deep Impact, also the sire of last year’s Japanese
Derby winner, Deep Brillante, on his way
to his first Japanese sire championship in
2012.
A winner of 12 of his 14 starts, Deep
Impact has quickly established himself
as Sunday Silence’s best son at stud and
counts 2012 French 1000 Guineas winner
Beauty Parlour among his 34 stakes winners from 419 foals in his first three crops
(8.1 percent).
Ayusan descends from a far more distinguished American female family. Her
dam, Buy the Cat, by Storm Cat, was a
maiden winner who produced multiple
stakes winner Saki to Me, by Fusaichi
Pegasus, before her export to Japan, but

she is a full sister to Grade 3 winner Storm
Broker and a half-sister to stakes winner
Royal Arrow, by Dayjur. Their dam, Buy
the Firm, by Affirmed, counted the Grade
1 Top Flight Handicap among her 12 wins
and descends from the great family of Escutcheon.
Hail to Reason’s best racing son was
Roberto, the winner of the 1972 Epsom
Derby and a great sire here and abroad.
Roberto’s son Red Ransom showed brilliant speed as a 2-year-old but broke
down before running in a stakes race.
Red Ransom made his own way as a stallion, siring top-class runners in America,
Europe, and Australia, with 113 stakes
winners from 2,017 foals ages 3 and up (5.6
percent), including American champion
Perfect Sting, Australian Horse of the
Year Typhoon Tracy, and Epsom Oaks
winner Casual Look.
Red Ransom’s son Red Clubs (out of
Two Clubs, by First Trump) counted the
2007 Group 1 Betfred Sprint Cup among
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Princess of Sylmar beats Beholder in the Kentucky Oaks. Both Princess of Sylmar and Kentucky Derby winner Orb are from the almost wholly American line of A.P. Indy.

Continued from page 11
his six victories in 25 starts, and Sky Lantern is one of five stakes winners from 231
foals in his only two crops. Red Clubs died
in 2010 before covering any mares that
season.
Sky Lantern is the fourth stakes winner out of her dam, Shawanni, a winning
Shareef Dancer mare from a family that
has been on the rise in Europe in recent
decades. Shawanni’s dam, Negligent, by
Ahonoora, was the champion 2-year-old
filly in England in 1989 and produced
group winners Songlark, by Singspiel,
and Blatant, by Machiavellian, and traces to Dalmary, the dam of Rough Shod II.
A.P. Indy’s influence as a sire of sires
has so far been largely confined to the
Americas, although Bernardini shows
some promise to export his sterling qualities to countries where grass is the dominant racing surface. Orb’s victory in the
Kentucky Derby completed the classic trifecta for the A.P. Indy male line, following

the victories of his son Bernardini in the
2006 Preakness and his daughter Rags to
Riches in the 2007 Belmont.
Although American filly classics are
a bit more loosely defined – many don’t
consider any American filly race to be a
classic – the Kentucky Oaks and Coaching Club American Oaks must surely
qualify. Princess of Sylmar’s victory in
the Kentucky Oaks the eighth American
filly classic win for the A.P. Indy male line,
following the victories of Secret Status
(2000) and Rags to Riches (2007) at Churchill Downs and Jilbab (2002), Music Note
(2008), Funny Moon (2009), Devil May Care
(2010), and It’s Tricky (2011) in the Coaching Club American Oaks.
Orb is the first male American classic winner for Malibu Moon, and Malibu
Moon is the sire of Funny Moon and Devil
May Care. Malibu Moon has sired 68
stakes winners from 914 foals ages 3 and
up (7.4 percent). Although Malibu Moon
broke down after breaking his maiden in
his second start at 2, he has steadily es-

tablished himself as A.P. Indy’s best son
at stud.
Out of the winning Unbridled mare
Lady Liberty, Orb is a seventh-generation
descendant of 1930 Gazelle Stakes winner
Erin, by Transmute, a Harry Payne Whitney-bred mare purchased by Mrs. Henry
Carnegie Phipps, the grandmother of Orb’s
owners and breeders, Dinny Phipps and
Stuart Janney III, in 1928. Erin’s granddaughter Shenanigans, the fifth dam of
Orb, was the dam of the great Ruffian.
Princess of Sylmar is the best of four
stakes winners to date from the first
crop of A.P. Indy’s son Majestic Warrior.
Like Malibu Moon, Majestic Warrior
showed unusual precocity for a son of
A.P. Indy, winning the Grade 1 Hopeful
Stakes in his second start at 2. Injured
in the Champagne Stakes, Majestic Warrior could not regain his winning form in
four starts at 3.
The Coolmore partnership bought a
half-interest in Majestic Warrior after his
Hopeful victory, and he stands at Ashford

Stud in Versailles, Ky. One of the bestlooking stallions in Kentucky, he has been
widely expected to succeed at stud despite
his failures at 3.
Princess of Sylmar’s dam, Storm Dixie,
by Catienus, placed in a stakes and is a
half-sister to United Arab Emirates Group
3 winner Rhythm Band, by Cozzene, and
the graded stakes-placed Musical, by El
Gran Senor. Her second dam, Golden
Wave Band, by Dixieland Band, was a minor stakes winner, but there is little else
of quality in her female family in recent
decades.
Despite the lack of his usual dominance
in the early classics, shed no tears for
Northern Dancer. Each of the six Northern Hemisphere classic winners so far in
2013 carries at least one cross of Northern
Dancer in their pedigrees, and three of the
six carry multiple crosses.
Other male lines may finally be on the
rise, but Northern Dancer will continue to
dominate international pedigrees for most
of our lifetimes.
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Established feed supplements
can help avoid positive drug tests
By Glenye Cain Oakford
It’s the stuff of nightmares for any
trainer: A horse grabs a bite of poppy-seed
bagel, a batch of bedding straw contains
a little jimsonweed, or a new feed supplement turns out to be loaded with caffeine
even though that’s not on the label, and the
trainer ends up with a positive drug test.
California horsemen got a sharp reminder of the dangers of contamination in
March, when contaminated Purina horse
feed caused 48 positive tests for the Class 3
drug zilpaterol, prompting the California
Horse Racing Board to ban Purina feed
from the state’s racetracks for a week. Zilpaterol is used to promote growth in cattle
but can have adverse side-effects in horses, including muscle tremors and rapid
heart rate.
In this instance, there was little trainers could have done to avoid accidental
positives. The drug entered the equine
food chain through molasses that another
company had supplied to Purina, and the
CHRB dismissed the resulting positive
tests.
But horsemen can take some steps to
prevent contamination and accidental
positives, said Dr. Scott Stanley, professor
of equine analytical chemistry at the University of California-Davis.
“One of the approaches you can take is
to stick with the known, named products,”
Stanley said. “Generally, the major feed
companies do a good job. Someone just
walking around selling their own stuff
that they say they’ve determined is good
stuff, that’s probably really dangerous.
There’s not any requirement that it’s tested, we don’t know what products or materials they’ve used to develop it, and the
potential is that there are contaminants
or other problematic things. It’s also more
likely that it changes batch to batch.
“The other thing to do is to stay away
from anything that is developed or designed for human consumption, because
the rules are different for humans than for
veterinary medicine. We all start our day
with a load of caffeine, but that’s not permitted for horses. In addition to that, all
the over-the-counter medications that we
take, like ephedrine or pseudoephedrine,
those are all part and parcel of our normal
environment. We don’t think twice about
taking Robitussin if we have a little cold,

PHARMACOLOGICAL EFFECTS
FROM NATURAL INGREDIENTS
Thinking of adding a natural feed supplement to your horse’s diet? Many drugs are derived from
natural ingredients, and some ingredients can result in a positive drug test – even though the drug
they contain is not specifically listed on a supplement’s label. Before feeding any supplement, it’s
worth checking for ingredients, such as the ones listed below, that can cause an inadvertent positive.
Caffeine (xanthine alkaloids) – Kola nut, coffee beans, guarana root, yerba mate, yaupon holly
Cannabis (marijuana) – Hemp
Cocaine – Coca plant
Digitalis – Foxglove
Ephedrine (ephedra) – Ma Huang
Nicotine – Nightshade family of plants, tobacco
Morphine – Opium poppy
Quinine – Cinchona bark
Reserpine – Rauwolfia serpentina
Salicylate – Willow bark, meadow sweet

but all of those things result in positives
for horses.”
Feed supplements and compounded
pharmaceuticals can pose a particular
problem.
“Those things are completely unregulated, and nutraceuticals are also completely unregulated,” Stanley said. “So, if
my friend and I get some space together
and start developing a formula for a nutraceutical product, and we give it a fancy
name and promote it, I can sell as much of
that as I want. There’s no oversight.”
Dr. Steve Duren, an equine nutritionist and equine exercise physiologist who
owns Performance Horse Nutrition in
Idaho, noted that trainers should look for
products from companies that are familiar with their particular sport – in this
case, racing.
“If you choose to use some of the different herbal products from manufacturers
that are not aware of the rules of racing,
your chances of contamination are actually quite high,” Duren said. “A lot of
substances that are in those are on the

banned-substances list, and because those
people don’t usually sell into the racing jurisdictions, they either have no knowledge
of it or make no effort to ensure they’re not
there.
“Most of the racehorse trainers I consult
for don’t use those types of products, or, if
they do, they actually have checked with
their veterinarian or equine nutritionist to make sure the products are free of
prohibited substances. I would make sure
that manufacturer has had the product
tested by a lab to make sure that it’s free
of prohibited substances, and I’d further
ask that they have a letter certifying that
it was tested on this date and that it’s free
of these substances.”
Stanley recalled a trainer who had used
a supplement on his horses after seeing
that the label said “no caffeine added.”
“But on the label, it said it had guarana root, which is loaded with caffeine,”
Stanley said. “So, he felt he was giving
something that didn’t have caffeine, but
the company was saying they didn’t add
any extra caffeine.”

Duren noted that feed and supplements
are much more tightly regulated in other
jurisdictions, most notably Japan and
Hong Kong, something Duren thinks is
a good idea. “A feed manufacturer has to
routinely have their feed screened by the
racing authorities to make sure that it’s
free of these substances,” Duren said, “so
they’re much more aggressive than in the
United States. Here, we have a tendency to
wait and get a positive test and then backtrack to figure out where it came from. In
Japan and Hong Kong, before you can even
sell your feed at a racetrack, it’s tested.
“I do think that if you’re going to sell a
supplement on the racetrack, there should
be some uniform testing that it has to go
through at least once a year that you’re
complying with and that the product’s
been tested and checked out,” Duren added. “That way, it gives trainers a list of
supplement manufacturers with products
that have been tested and are free of potential problems.”
Stanley believes regulation would be
helpful in the field of supplements, too. “I
totally think that it would protect horsemen and the industry quite a bit if there
were more regulations on both nutraceuticals and compounded pharmaceuticals,”
he said.
“The other major ingredient that a
horse eats – besides grain, which has lots
of quality-control measures – is the forage
component of their diet, the hay,” Duren
said. “There’s no quality control on that.”
Weeds and flowers in hay or straw bedding can cause positive drug tests, and the
advice here is to go with reputable suppliers. But Duren points out that it’s nearly
impossible to ensure that a bale of hay or
straw is completely free of contaminants.
Grooms or other stable staff with drug
problems also can accidentally pass drugs
into a horse’s system, via tongue ties, for
example. One of the things trainers can do
to protect themselves is to ask their employees to take a pre-hiring drug test or
request help from the racing commission
to spot-check for drug use, Stanley said.
As for the occasional contamination
via candy bar, poppy-seed muffin, or coffee spilled on a horse’s stall ledge, Stanley
said: “It’s all about good housekeeping. If
you instruct your people not to share these
things or expose the horses to them, then
generally it doesn’t happen.”
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