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Florida breeding on the rise,
and in need of racing cooperation
By Cynthia McFarland

John filer

Lonny Powell became the FTBOA’s
chief executive in January 2012.

It would be difficult to find a more experienced or impassioned voice for Thoroughbred racing than Lonny Powell.
Powell, 52, took over as chief executive
of the Florida Thoroughbred Breeders’
and Owners’ Association in January 2012
and wasted no time immersing himself
in Florida’s Thoroughbred industry. Not
that he was any stranger to the intricacies
of the racing world, having served as a
track president, corporate officer, regulator, trade association CEO, and advancedeposit wagering executive. He’d already
worked closely with Gulfstream Park,
Hialeah, Calder, the Florida Horsemen’s
Benevolent and Protective Association,
and the FTBOA in his prior positions.
If love of racing can be inherited, Powell comes by it honestly, having been
raised in a racing family, his father, Taylor Powell, being a jockey for more than
20 years. A California native, Powell went
on to work as a jockey valet, assistant
starter, and track maintenance worker
before completing his studies at the University of Arizona’s Race Track Industry
Program. He later returned to Tucson to
serve as director of that program.
Having owned Thoroughbreds and

show horses, Powell never wanted a life
apart from horses. He brought enthusiasm and skill to his positions as president, CEO, and chief operating officer
at racetracks such as Longacres, Turf
Paradise, Multnomah, and Santa Anita
Park. He was the first corporate officer
for Magna Entertainment Corp., hired as
the executive vice president of operations
for Santa Anita, Gulfstream, Golden Gate
Fields, and Bay Meadows.
Powell is also well versed in regulatory
issues, having served as CEO of the Association of Racing Commissioners International. In addition, he was chief compliance officer, policy chair, and internal
review chair for the ADW company Youbet.com. He also owned and operated
Lonny Powell Strategy & Solutions in
Lexington, Ky., a management and consulting company.
We caught up with Powell in late May
to gain some insight into Florida’s racing
and breeding segments.

What is the current state of the Florida breeding industry, which has had some rough times
since the downturn in the economy in 2008?

It was brutal across the country and
certainly no different here in Florida, not
just the industry but the overall economy

ANNUAL MARES BRED TO FLORIDA STALLIONS
YEAR
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REGISTERED FOAL CROP
PERCENT
NO. AMER.

AVG
BOOK

AVG
NA BOOK

2012 ......................3,104 .............................8.4...............................140 ........................6.2 .......................... 22.2 ......................... 16.4
2011 ......................3,029 ..............................7.7...............................155 ........................5.8 .......................... 19.5 ......................... 14.6
2010 ..................... 3,233 ..............................7.4...............................170 ........................5.6 ..............................19 ......................... 14.4
2009...................... 4,187 .............................8.6...............................187 ........................5.7 .......................... 22.4 ......................... 14.9
2008......................5,430 ............................. 9.7...............................246 ........................6.9 ...........................22.1 ......................... 15.7
2007 ..................... 6,383 ...........................10.6...............................253 ........................6.7 .......................... 25.2 ......................... 15.9
2006......................7,073 ........................... 11.3...............................260 ........................6.5 ...........................27.2 ......................... 15.5
2005.......................7,191 ........................... 11.4...............................263 ........................6.3 ...........................27.3 ..........................15.1
2004..................... 6,883 ...........................10.9...............................259 ........................... 6 .......................... 26.6 ......................... 14.6
2003......................6,670 ........................... 10.7...............................261 ........................... 6 .......................... 25.6 ......................... 14.2
2002.......................7,161 ........................... 11.4...............................289 ........................6.5 ...........................24.8 ......................... 14.2
2001.......................7,172 ........................... 11.4...............................295 ........................6.4 .......................... 24.3 ......................... 13.7
2000.......................7,141 ........................... 11.3...............................293 ........................6.3 ...........................24.4 ......................... 13.5
1999 ......................6,973 ........................... 11.5...............................312 ........................6.6 .......................... 22.3 ......................... 12.8
1998 ......................6,475 ...........................10.9...............................320 ........................6.5 .......................... 20.2 ..........................12.1
1997 ......................5,961 ...........................10.2...............................302 ........................5.9 ...........................19.7 ..........................11.5
1996 ......................5,857 ........................... 10.1...............................306 ........................5.8 ...........................19.1 .............................11
1995 ..................... 5,935 .............................. 10...............................306 ........................5.5 ...........................19.4 ......................... 10.5
1994 ......................5,989 ...........................10.2...............................329 ........................5.7 .......................... 18.2 ......................... 10.2
1993 ......................5,798 .............................9.6...............................351 ........................5.6 .......................... 16.5 ........................... 9.6
1992 ..................... 5,664 .............................8.9...............................370 ........................5.5 .......................... 15.3 ........................... 9.4
1991 ..................... 6,093 ................................ 9...............................396 ........................5.5 ...........................15.4 ........................... 9.4
Figures as of May 1, 2013
North America includes U.S. and Canada only

as well. The big questions are: When have
you hit bottom? Is recovery in sight? For
us, the bottom was definitely 2011. The
good news for Florida is we’re one of the
only states or provinces in North America that showed a recovery in the prior
year (2012).
The fact that Florida stallions were the
only ones to sire more foals in 2012 than
in 2011 is a big answer. We’re the only
major breeding jurisdiction in North
America that showed an increase in foals
in 2012. Based on that, I think it’s safe to
say there’s recovery in our business in
the state and nationally, but it has to be
looked at as a fragile and soft recovery.
Then we have the whole sales component, and certainly we’ve seen the beginning of some upticks in the horse sales. So
far, 2013 has been an awesome sales year
for Ocala Breeders’ Sales.
What we’re seeing in the horse country of Marion County is that people who
were pretty much “hunkered down in the
bunker” are actually spending money,
whether it is in horses or real estate. That
money is being spent more cautiously,
and people are doing more homework.
We’re cautiously optimistic that we are

CROP
YEAR

FLORIDA

NORTH AMERICA

%NA CROP

2011 ............................2,029................................. 25,200 * ................................... 8.1
2010 ............................ 2,414..................................27,913......................................8.6
2009............................2,927..................................31,875......................................9.2
2008............................3,535................................. 34,691....................................10.2
2007 ............................4,376................................. 36,898.................................... 11.9
2006............................4,495..................................37,544....................................... 12
2005............................4,499..................................37,834.................................... 11.9
2004............................4,496.................................. 37,414....................................... 12
2003............................ 4,513................................. 36,551....................................12.3
2002............................4,425................................. 35,452....................................12.5
2001............................4,396.................................. 37,311.................................... 11.8
2000............................4,551.................................. 37,193....................................12.2
1999 ............................4,406................................. 36,279.................................... 12.1
1998 ............................3,905................................. 35,287.....................................11.1
1997 ............................3,532................................. 34,403....................................10.3
1996 ............................3,692................................. 34,640.................................... 10.7
1995 ............................3,651................................. 34,330....................................10.6
1994 ............................3,587................................. 34,709....................................10.3
1993 ............................3,527................................. 36,535...................................... 9.7
1992 ............................ 3,574..................................37,828...................................... 9.4
1991 ............................3,816.................................. 41,176......................................9.3
* estimated foal crop for 2011
Figures as of May 1, 2013
North America includes U.S. and Canada only
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definitely on a rebound, but you don’t
take it for granted and also try to nurture
it because that recovery is very fragile.
Are new breeders coming into the
state, replacing those who left?
Rather than an exodus, with none coming in to replenish, we’re seeing some new
operations and new money coming in to
replace those that left. One of the biggest
challenges is – because our horse flesh
here becomes such hot commodities –
often times, our stallions get purchased
and then taken overseas or to other places. That’s a double-edged sword because
it shows you have something good going
on and a lot of people are vying for the
best stallions.

What incentives are in place to promote breeding activity, and do you foresee any changes to
breeder incentives in the future?

Last year, we ended up with an all-time
high with our breeders’ awards, with the
state paying out 17 percent of what a horse
earned. The one thing we don’t do is pay
breeders’ awards to horses winning outside the state. That’s the way the law is.
In a perfect world, you’d like to pay breeders’ awards every place. We also have
Florida owners’ awards, which are paid
by the racetracks, and those amounts are
set by the different tracks.
Our Florida Stallion Stakes has been
one of the strongest 2-year-old programs
in the country. This is evolving into the
Florida Sire Stakes and will expand out
and start incorporating 3-year-olds and
older horses in the future. The first Florida Sire Stakes under our watch will take
place in 2014. The FTBOA has taken over

administration of this program, instead
of one racetrack.
Right now, the biggest challenge we
have is the challenge of the unknown. We
need to see how South Florida reconfigures its racing picture. It’s hard to make
hard plans and come up with objectives
when the tracks don’t have a finalized
game plan in terms of future dates and
stakes, etc. The tracks need to get a program stabilized.
Provided South Florida tracks can get
their dates and competition determined
and stabilized, we can look ahead, and
we definitely want to build on our breeders’ awards, create new types of racing
series, and build on the ones we have.
Somewhere down the road, I would like to
reinstitute stallion awards.

The state is in turmoil with the dates wars
again emerging as both Gulfstream and Calder
want to race concurrently this summer. What
challenge does that present, and what position
does the FTBOA take on the “racing dates war?”

First of all, the FTBOA wants to support and build up the Thoroughbred
business. Therefore, we want to see track
owners be successful and do well because
if they do well, the industry does well. We
also want to see them invest money and
energy into the horses and into taking
care of horse people. However, we don’t
think it’s our position to take one side or
the other in a corporate dispute or date
issue. Those are the types of things that
need to be worked out by the parties involved if there are business dealings and
negotiations to solve. As long as it’s good
for the industry and the people in Florida,
we have not and will not take a side in one
racetrack versus the other.

FLORIDA-BRED RACING STATISTICS BY RACING YEAR
RACING
YEAR

FLORIDA-BRED
STARTERS

STARTS

EARNINGS

Are you doing anything behind the scenes to
help the tracks work out a solution?
Having been a CEO of racetracks and
regulatory organizations, I have a lifelong involvement with this business, so
I have some collective knowledge and
experience. I’m a lifelong advocate for
racing and want to facilitate positive discussions among the various parties and
always encourage cooperation. I believe
I’m probably the only person in the state
who’s frequently receiving phone calls
and communications from all three major players in one day. With that comes
a huge responsibility. The FTBOA has a
great deal of relevance in the racing scene
in Florida, and we have a responsibility
to work with the tracks and horsemen as
much as we can.

What are the ramifications for racing and
breeding in the state if the two tracks do both
run this summer?

It’s hard to tell. Historically, overlapping of racing dates has shown that it’s
very difficult to sustain a strong field
size at one track if another track in the
same market area is running. Especially with the national horse population being fragile now, it’s going to take a few
years for the foal-crop size to grow. With
the thin numbers of horses of racing age,
if field sizes get too small at either track,
we have to ask how much this will affect
the fans and their wagering, as wager-

ing is what affects revenue strength.
We’re going through uncharted waters
here. It could make both tracks offer
a product of less quality and quantity
than normal, or, collectively, it could
mean increased business when you combine two together versus one racetrack.
Some people tell me they believe that the
end result could possibly be even more
Thoroughbred opportunities and jobs in
South Florida.
I still think it would be better if these
tracks do not overlap. We’ve been very
clear on that, for the record, and if they do
race at the same time, they should have a
cooperative racing week. We prefer they
don’t forget there are a lot of people, including owners and breeders, that this affects.
I remain cautiously optimistic that
there will be a deal worked out between
these two tracks, with more clarity, harmony, and stability.

Is there a possibility that Thoroughbred racing
can return to Hialeah?

Yes, I think there is. When I was a kid,
my dad rode at Hialeah a couple years.
At the time, it had almost a Saratoga-like
stature. Some contractual and regulatory things would have to happen, but I
don’t rule out Thoroughbred racing there
in the future. If it can be done in a cooperative, non-combative fashion with the
existing racetracks down there, it could
happen. A conventional Thoroughbred
program – not a mixed meet with Thoroughbreds and Quarter Horses – could be
a good thing for our business, and the FTBOA would certainly be open to supporting it. There would need to be cooperation
so that the tracks’ dates wouldn’t overlap
with each other.

FLORIDA RACING OVERVIEW
AVG EARN
PER STRTR

AVG STRTS
PER STARTER

2011 .....................7,787 ...................... 54,452 ....................$146,550,367 .................. $18,820............................7
2010 .....................8,791 .......................61,212 ...................... 160,824,092 .................... 18,294............................7
2009.................... 9,626 .......................67,241 .......................168,511,651 .....................17,506............................7
2008.....................9,798 ...................... 68,773 ...................... 185,582,491 .....................18,941............................7
2007 .................... 9,886 ...................... 69,763 .......................184,439,274 .....................18,657......................... 7.1
2006.....................9,871 .......................70,619 .......................181,577,343 .....................18,395.........................7.2
2005.................... 9,956 ...................... 72,085 ...................... 172,686,430 .....................17,345.........................7.2
2004...................10,014 ...................... 73,805 .......................170,705,956 ..................... 17,047.........................7.4
2003.................... 9,962 ...................... 73,598 .......................170,149,900 .....................17,080.........................7.4
2002.....................9,777 .......................74,703 ....................... 174,957,258 .....................17,895.........................7.6
2001.................... 9,323 ...................... 73,446 .......................171,615,936 .....................18,408.........................7.9
2000.................... 8,785 .......................72,142 .......................163,884,129 .................... 18,655........................ 8.2
Figures include racing in the U.S. and Canada only

I think all three tracks have their place
and value within Florida, so we’d like to
see more Thoroughbred racing opportunities and see them all do well. We, like
everyone else, are just anxious to see the
competitive-dates issues resolved.

YEAR

RACES

PURSES

STARTERS

STARTS

RACE
DAYS

FIELD
SIZE

2012 ............... 3,383 ..............$90,984,951 .................... 7,356 ....................27,651 ....................335 ................ 8.2
2011 ............... 3,387 ................90,282,150 .....................7,901 ...................29,402 ....................332 .................8.7
2010 ............... 3,233 ................76,909,950 .....................7,493 ................... 28,274 ....................323 .................8.7
2009............... 3,254 ................72,798,830 .....................7,452 ...................28,440 ....................327 .................8.7
2008............... 3,443 ................78,404,970 .....................7,413 ...................29,085 ....................344 .................8.4
2007 ............... 3,660 ................ 90,215,130 .................... 7,584 ................... 30,423 ....................356 ................ 8.3
2006............... 3,733 ................85,409,600 .....................7,786 ................... 30,971 ....................356 ................ 8.3
2005............... 3,732 ................81,504,048 .....................7,851 ................... 31,322 ....................358 .................8.4
2004............... 3,766 ............... 82,943,298 ....................8,225 ...................32,455 ....................363 ................ 8.6
2003............... 3,806 ................85,220,610 .................... 7,895 ...................32,339 ....................366 ................ 8.5
2002................3,752 .................81,960,124 .....................7,415 ................... 31,356 ....................365 .................8.4
2001............... 3,968 ................83,468,069 .....................7,616 ...................32,948 ....................390 ................ 8.3
2000................3,924 ................ 77,587,468 .................... 7,221 ....................31,793 ....................391 .................8.1
Note: Purses represent all available money, including monies not won and returned to state breeder or other funds.
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Twenty years of classic winners:
homebreds vs. sale horses

Rags to Riches, a $1.9 million yearling, narrowly edges Curlin, a $57,000 yearling, in the 2007 Belmont Stakes.

By Patrick Reed
When Orb won the Kentucky Derby on
May 4, it marked the seventh time in the
past 10 years that a homebred has worn
the garland of roses. Orb’s victory proved
to be a popular one with racing fans, but
even more so with those who have followed
the sport for a long time and have an appreciation of its history, as it cast the spotlight
on the breeding operations of Orb’s owners and breeders, the Janney and Phipps
families, and highlighted the role played by
Claiborne Farm, where the colt was foaled
and raised.
Oxbow’s upset win in the Preakness
two weeks later revived another vener-

ated name, as Calumet Farm, the operation behind some of the mid-20th century’s
most accomplished racehorses, returned to
classic glory. Oxbow’s journey to Calumet,
however, came via the contemporary Thoroughbred marketplace, as the colt was
purchased for $250,000 by reclusive billionaire Brad Kelley at the 2011 Keeneland
September yearling sale in the name of his
Bluegrass Hall. Kelley subsequently would
acquire the historic Calumet property in
the spring of 2012 and assemble a stallion
roster. Thanks in no small part to Oxbow, Kelley is on his way to returning the
Calumet name to among the sport’s elite.
Looking back at classic winners over the
past 20 years gives a good indication of the

shifting nature of Thoroughbred ownership during the late 20th century and into
the 21st. The explosion of the commercial
bloodstock market during the 1970s and
1980s lessened the stranglehold many of
the sport’s most storied families and stud
farms had on the Kentucky Derby, Preakness, and Belmont Stakes for most of the
century, and by the mid-1990s, an egalitarian trend had surfaced, giving “little guy”
operations (such as Funny Cide’s owner,
Sackatoga Stable) a chance to chase their
dreams at sales in hopes of discovering and
purchasing the next classic winner.
Still, as the 20-year survey shows, homebreds remain a force in classic races, albeit
as a minority. Somewhat surprisingly, it

DaviD alCosser/nyra

is the Belmont Stakes that had the fewest
homebred winners from 1993 to 2012 – 25
percent, compared with 35 percent of Preakness winners and 40 percent of Derby winners from 1994 to the present. Among the
Triple Crown races, the 1 1/2-mile Belmont
traditionally was the race most valued by
breeders as the best indicator of a horse’s
potential success at stud. Over time, however, the rise of the commercial market, with
its emphasis on speed, has de-emphasized
stamina, helping to make the Preakness
and Derby more admired by breeders.
That said, the Belmont easily outpaces
both the Derby and Preakness over the

Continued on page 7
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HOMEBREDS VS. SALE HORSES
Continued from page 5
past two decades when it comes to the sale
prices of its winning horses, notably at the
important yearling sales. Twelve of the
Belmont’s 20 winners from 1993 to 2012 sold
for $100,000 or more as yearlings (including
the $1.9 million filly and 2007 winner Rags
to Riches), compared with only two each for
the Derby and Preakness (the latter including Oxbow) spanning from 1994 to 2013.
There are caveats: Breeder Phyllis
Wyeth sold eventual 2012 Belmont winner Union Rags for $145,000 at the FasigTipton Saratoga selected yearling sale in
2010, only to buy the colt back for $390,000
the following spring at the Fasig-Tipton
Florida sale of selected 2-year-olds in
training. And Animal Kingdom sold for
$100,000 at the 2009 Keeneland September
yearling sale, but that transaction took

place so members of his breeding syndicate, Team Valor, could divest their ownership of the colt. Racing essentially as a
homebred, he would go on to win the 2011
Kentucky Derby.
A few private sales have played major
roles in the stories of recent classic winners as well, and, in the cases of 2002 Derby and Preakness winner War Emblem
and 2009 Preakness winner Rachel Alexandra, contributed directly to their starts
in the classics.
Prince Ahmed bin Salman purchased a 90
percent interest in War Emblem from owner
Russell Reineman shortly after the colt won
the Illinois Derby at Sportsman’s Park in
April 2002. Enamored with War Emblem’s
high cruising speed, the prince transferred
him to Bob Baffert and then enjoyed two
classic wins before a bad start in the Belmont ended his Triple Crown run.

Seven springs later, owner and breeder
Dolphus Morrison sold Rachel Alexandra
to Jess Jackson and Harold McCormick after the Medaglia d’Oro filly electrified the
racing world with a 20 1/4-length romp in
the Kentucky Oaks.
Jackson, who along with McCormick paid
what was rumored to be a seven-figure sum
for Rachel Alexandra, was known for his
desire to challenge his best racehorses and
to provide fans with memorable experiences
– as exemplified by the 2007 3-year-old campaign of his Preakness winner, Belmont
runner-up, and Derby third-place finisher
Curlin, who would win back-to-back Horse
of the Year honors in 2007 and 2008. He
pointed Rachel Alexandra to the Preakness,
and the filly delivered one of her best performances en route to an undefeated Horse
of the Year season.
Notwithstanding the recent uptick

of homebred winners in the Kentucky
Derby, the past 20 years have given us
several classic winners who, based on
their sales histories, embody in equine
form the classic Horatio Alger myth of
up-from-obscurity success. Funny Cide’s
rise from a $22,000 yearling who was
then bought privately and campaigned
by a group of former schoolboy chums
may be the most resonant tale, but there
are plenty of others.
The 1998 Triple Crown series in particular stands out. That spring, fans watched
$17,000 Keeneland yearling Real Quiet win
the Derby and Preakness for Mike Pegram,
only to be denied at the Belmont wire by
another bargain purchase in Victory Gallop, who sold as a yearling at Keeneland to
Dr. E.G. and Susie Hart for $25,000 before
changing hands privately and earning
classic glory for Prestonwood Farm.

20-YEAR HISTORY OF HOMEBREDS VS. AUCTION HORSES
KENTUCKY DERBY WINNERS

PREAKNESS WINNERS

BELMONT WINNERS

YEAR

WINNER

BACKGROUND

YEAR

WINNER

BACKGROUND

YEAR

WINNER

BACKGROUND

2013

Orb

Homebred (Stuart S. Janney III & Phipps Stable)

2013

Oxbow

$250,000, Keeneland September yearling

2012

Union Rags

2012

I’ll Have Another

$35,000, OBS April 2-year-old
$11,000, Keeneland September yearling

2012

I’ll Have Another

$35,000, OBS April 2-year-old
$11,000, Keeneland September yearling

$390,000, Fasig-Tipton Florida 2-year-old 1
$145,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling

2011

Ruler On Ice

$100,000, Keeneland September yearling

2011

Animal Kingdom Homebred (Team Valor)

2011

Shackleford

Homebred (Mike Lauffer & Bill Cubbedge)

2010

Drosselmeyer

$600,000, Keeneland September yearling

2010

Super Saver

Homebred (WinStar Farm)

2010

Lookin At Lucky

$475,000, Keeneland April 2-year-old

2009

Summer Bird

Homebred (Dr. K. K. Jayaraman & V. Devi Jayaraman)

2009

Mine That Bird

$9,500, Fasig-Tipton Kentucky fall yearling

2009

Rachel Alexandra Private sale 2

2008

Da’ Tara

2008

Big Brown

$190,000, Keeneland April 2-year-old
$60,000, Fasig-Tipton Kentucky fall yearling

2008

Big Brown

$190,000, Keeneland April 2-year-old
$60,000, Fasig-Tipton Kentucky fall yearling

$175,000, Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling
$100,000, Keeneland January mixed

2007

Rags to Riches

$1,900,000, Keeneland September yearling

2007

Street Sense

Homebred (Jim Tafel)

2007

Curlin

$57,000, Keeneland September yearling 7

2006

Jazil

$725,000, Keeneland September yearling

2006

Barbaro

Homebred (Roy and Gretchen Jackson)

2006

Bernardini

Homebred (Darley)

2005

Afleet Alex

$75,000, Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 2-year-old

2005

Giacomo

Homebred (Jerry and Ann Moss)

2005

Afleet Alex

$75,000, Fasig-Tipton Midlantic May 2-year-old

2004

Birdstone

Homebred (Marylou Whitney Stables)

2004

Smarty Jones

Homebred (Someday Farm)

2004

Smarty Jones

Homebred (Someday Farm)

2003

Empire Maker

Homebred (Juddmonte Farms)

2003

Funny Cide

$75,000 private sale 2
$22,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling

2003

Funny Cide

$75,000 private sale 3
$22,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling

2002

Sarava

$250,000 Fasig-Tipton Florida 2-year-old
$190,000 Fasig-Tipton Midlantic yearling

2002

War Emblem

Private sale 3
$20,000 Keeneland September yearling

2002

War Emblem

Private sale 4
$20,000 Keeneland September yearling

2001

Point Given

Homebred (The Thoroughbed Corporation)

2000

Commendable

$575,000 Keeneland July yearling

$170,000 Fasig-Tipton Florida 2-year-old

2001

Point Given

Homebred (The Thoroughbed Corporation)

1999

Lemon Drop Kid

$200,000 Keeneland September yearling

1998

Victory Gallop

Private sale 2
$25,000 Keeneland September yearling

1

1

2001

Monarchos

2000

Fusaichi Pegasus $4,000,000 Keeneland July yearling

2000

Red Bullet

Homebred (Adena Springs)

1999

Charismatic

$200,000 private sale 4

1999

Charismatic

$200,000 private sale 5

1998

Real Quiet

$17,000 Keeneland September yearling

1998

Real Quiet

$17,000 Keeneland September yearling

1997

Touch Gold

1997

Silver Charm

$100,000 OBS April 2-year-old
$16,500 OBS August yearling

1997

Silver Charm

$100,000 OBS April 2-year-old
$16,500 OBS August yearling

$375,000 Keeneland July yearling
$180,000 Keeneland November weanling

1996

Editor’s Note

$125,000 Keeneland September yearling

1996

Grindstone

Homebred (Overbrook Farm) 5

1996

Louis Quatorze

1995

Thunder Gulch

$40,000 Keeneland July yearling 3

1995

Thunder Gulch

$40,000 Keeneland July yearling

Homebred (Georgia Hoffman, w/William Condren
and Joseph Cornacchia) 6
$500,000 Keeneland July yearling

Homebred (David Reynolds and Overbrook Farm)

$150,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling
$32,000 Fasig-Tipton Kentucky November weanling

Timber Country

Tabasco Cat

Go for Gin

1995

1994

1994

1994

Tabasco Cat

Homebred (David Reynolds and Overbrook Farm)

1993

Colonial Affair

$100,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling

1

In order to allow the Team Valor syndicate partners that owned Animal Kingdom to have
the chance to sell their interest in the colt, the horse was entered in the Keeneland September yearling sale, where he was bought for $100,000 by Team Valor President Barry
Irwin.

2

Trainer Barclay Tagg purchased Funny Cide from Tony Everard for Sackatoga Stable in
early 2002.

3

War Emblem was bought back via trainer Frank Springer by original owner Russell Reineman as a yearling, and sold privately to Prince Ahmed bin Salman’s The Thoroughbred
Corp. after his Illinois Derby win and just prior to the Kentucky Derby.

4

Breeders Will Farish, Ben Roach, and Tom Roach sold Charismatic to Bob and Beverly
Lewis in spring 1996.

5

Michael Tabor purchased Thunder Gulch privately for $450,000 in the fall of his 2-yearold season.

1
1

Shackleford was offered at the Keeneland September yearling sale but did not meet his
reserve on a final bid of $275,000, so his breeders retained him to race.

Union Rags was bred by his owner, Phyllis Wyeth, but she sold him as a yearling before
buying him back as a 2-year-old.

2

2

Breeder Dolphus Morrison and co-owner Mike Lauffer sold Rachel Alexandra to Stonestreet Stables and Harold McCormack after Kentucky Oaks for an undisclosed sum.

Victory Gallop was sold privately by Hart Farm, which purchased him as a yearling,
to Prestonwood Farm near the end of his juvenile season.

3

3

Trainer Barclay Tagg purchased Funny Cide from Tony Everard for Sackatoga Stable in
early 2002.

Michael Tabor purchased Thunder Gulch privately for $450,000 in the fall of his 2-year-old
season.

4

War Emblem was bought back by owner Russell Reineman as a yearling and sold privately
to Prince bin Ahmed Salman’s The Thoroughbred Corp. after his Illinois Derby win.

5

Breeders Will Farish, Ben Roach, and Tom Roach sold Charismatic to Bob and Beverly
Lewis in spring 1996.

6

Louis Quatorze was bought back at the Keeneland July yearling sale, and his breeder, Georgia Hofmann, raced him in partnership with William Condren and Joseph Cornacchia.

7

A partnership led by Jess Jackson purchased 80% interest in Curlin for $3.5 million from
his original owners after his maiden win in February of his 3-year-old season.

The BEST VALUE Sire
Ranked Among North America’s
TOP 20 STALLIONS
Just Became Even More Attractive
To encourage June matings to

HENNY HUGHES
Walmac will offer breeders the ability
to pay from sale proceeds.

$7,500 Live Foal | Contact Peter Taaffe (859) 514-4921 or (859) 299-0473
Sire of Champion BEHOLDER, three-time Grade I winner

Benoit & Assoc.

Benoit & Assoc.

Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies-G1

Las Virgenes S.-G1

Santa Anita Oaks-G1

3395 Paris Pike, Lexington, KY 40511 | 859-299-0473 | walmac@walmac.com | walmac.com
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Galileo may lay claim to throne
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
From a statistical viewpoint, the late
Sadler’s Wells was the greatest sire in
English and Irish Thoroughbred history.
Not only did he lead the combined English/Irish sire list for a record 13 consecutive seasons and a record 14 times overall
(beating records set by Highflyer two centuries earlier), but he sired 329 stakes winners, a record for a horse who served only
in the Northern Hemisphere.
Both of those records might well be in
jeopardy in less than a decade’s time, however. And in the spirit of the hit television
series “Game of Thrones,” the horse who
may dethrone Sadler’s Wells is his own
son Galileo.
At age 15, Galileo has led the English/
Irish sire list in four of the past five years
(a feat Sadler’s Wells had accomplished
by age 14), and his total dominance of the
European classic scene was never more
evident than on the first weekend of June,
when his sons Ruler of The World and Intello swept the Epsom Derby and Prix du
Jockey Club, France’s Derby equivalent.
That derby double was immediately preceded by the victory of Galileo’s paternal granddaughter Talent in the Epsom
Oaks.
Talent’s sire, New Approach, could
be the horse to extend the “Game of
Thrones” metaphor one generation further. Talent is the sixth stakes winner
and second classic winner among the
95 foals in New Approach’s sensational
first Northern Hemisphere crop. New
Approach’s first classic winner, the 2012
champion European 2-year-old colt Dawn
Approach, started as the heavy favorite
in Ruler of The World’s Epsom Derby
but threw away his chance by frantically
fighting his jockey’s attempt at restraint
for the first mile.
New Approach, nevertheless, sired the
Derby’s second-place finisher in Libertarian, the winner of the Group 2 Dante
Stakes on May 16.
Galileo’s dominance of the Derby field
was unprecedented in the modern era.
Coolmore’s champion sired five of the 12
runners himself, and New Approach’s
two runners meant that more than half
the field were Galileo’s sire-line descendants. Three of Galileo’s sons, Ruler of The
World, Galileo Rock, and Battle of Marengo, bracketed second-placed Libertarian
in the first, third, and fourth positions
at the wire, while a fourth Galileo horse,
Mars, was a close-up sixth.
Galileo came the closest to siring the
first three finishers in the Epsom Derby
since the “Emperor of Stallions,” Stockwell’s Triple Crown winner, Lord Lyon,
led home his paternal half-brothers Savernake and Rustic in 1866. Only one other
stallion, Highflyer’s best son Sir Peter
Teazle in 1803, has sired the first three finishers in the Derby.
Galileo, New Approach, and Galileo’s
champion son Teofilo accounted for five of

Courtesy of Coolmore

Galileo, a 15-year-old son of Sadler’s Wells, has led the combined English/Irish sire list in four of the past five years.

the 11 Oaks runners, and Galileo’s daughters Secret Gesture and Moth finished second and fourth behind Talent.
Intello was the only colt by Galileo in
the French Derby (his grandson Loch Garman, by Teofilo, finished 10th), but Intello
dominated the race all by himself, easily
following two pacesetters before pouncing in the final two furlongs and winning
comfortably by two lengths over Morandi,
by Holy Roman Emperor.
In his long career at stud, Sadler’s
Wells sired two Epsom Derby winners
(Galileo and High Chaparral), six Irish
Derby winners (Galileo, High Chaparral, Montjeu, Dream Well, Old Vic, and
Salsabil), three French Derby winners
(Montjeu, Dream Well, and Old Vic), and
seven winners of the three Oaks equivalents (Intrepidity, Alexandrova, Salsabil,
Dance Design, Imagine, Ebadiyla, and
Moonshell).
Galileo has a ways to go to match that
record, but if he lives long enough, he is
well on his way. Ruler of The World was

his second Epsom Derby winner and Intello his first winner at Chantilly, but he has
sired Irish Derby winners Cape Blanco,
Soldier of Fortune, and Treasure Beach, as
well as Epsom Oaks winner Was, French
Oaks winner Golden Lilac, and Irish Oaks
winner Great Heavens.
All three of last weekend’s classic winners are from superb female families, but
Intello’s pedigree is especially notable.
The second foal out of 2006 Group 2 Prix de
Sandringham winner Impressionnante,
Intello is the seventh European classic
winner or champion by Galileo out of a
mare by the late, great sire and broodmare sire Danehill. That list is headed,
of course, by the undefeated Frankel but
also includes French Oaks winner Golden
Lilac and European champion 2-year-old
colt Teofilo.
Impressionnante is a half-sister to
Group 3 winner Only Answer, and their
dam, Occupandiste, by Kaldoun, won
two Group 1 races and was the European
highweighted filly at age 4 at seven to

nine furlongs. Occupandiste’s dam, Only
Seule, by Lyphard, was a half-sister to
1994 Irish 1000 Guineas winner Mehthaaf,
by Nureyev, and European highweighted
sprinter Elnadim, by Danzig, from the
great family of Fall Aspen.
Ruler of The World possesses, if anything, an even better pedigree. His halfbrother Duke of Marmalade, by Danehill,
was the champion older horse in Europe
in 2008, when he won five Group 1 races,
including the King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth Stakes, and is now a promising
second-crop sire. Their dam, the groupplaced Love Me True, by Kingmambo, is a
half-sister to Grade 2 winner Bite the Bullet, by Spectacular Bid, and stakes winner
Shuailaan, by Roberto.
Ruler of The World’s third dam, Lassie
Dear, by Buckpasser, is the dam of four
stakes winners, including European highweight Wolfhound, by Nureyev, and is the
second dam of champion and two-time

Continued on page 10
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SPARKMAN
Continued from page 9
leading sire A.P. Indy, by Seattle
Slew; classic winner Summer Squall,
by Storm Bird; and champion and
Belmont Stakes winner Lemon Drop
Kid, by Kingmambo, as well as the
third dam of Breeders’ Cup Mile winner Court Vision, by Gulch.
Even with all that pedigree firepower on display, Oaks winner Talent holds her own on pedigree. Her
dam, Prowess, by Peintre Celebre,
placed in the Cheshire Oaks, and
Prowess’s dam, Yawl, by Rainbow
Quest, won the Group 3 Rockfel
Stakes. Talent’s third dam, Bireme,
by Grundy, won the 1980 Epsom
Oaks and comes from a family that
has been prominent in races with
“Oaks” in their name since her
third dam, Felucca, by Nearco, produced 1955 Yorkshire Oaks winner
and Epsom Oaks runner-up Ark
Royal, by Straight Deal.
Ark Royal’s half-sister Cutter, by
Donatello II, finished third in the
Epsom Oaks, won the Yorkshire
Cup, and produced four group-class
stakes winners. Cutter’s grandson
Cut Above, by High Top, won the
1981 St. Leger Stakes, and her greatgranddaughter Bolas, by Unfuwain,
captured the 1994 Irish Oaks.
A felucca is a traditional wooden
sailboat used on the Nile and the
Red Sea, and the late Reginald Hollingsworth, the owner and breeder
of Felucca, favored nautical names
for her descendants, as names like
Bireme, Buoy, Anchor, Mariner, and
Kyak attest. That tradition is long
gone, but the talent remains in Felucca’s female line.
It remains to be seen how serious
a challenge New Approach can raise
to his sire’s hegemony. New Approach was a much better 2-year-old
than Galileo, winning all five of his
starts, compared with Galileo’s solitary win at 2.
His trainer, Jim Bolger (also the
trainer of Dawn Approach), who
bought New Approach for about
$550,000 at the Goffs Orby sale in
2006 and sold an interest in him to
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid al
Maktoum after his undefeated juvenile season, revealed in the runup to the Epsom Derby that New
Approach is heterozygous for the
misnamed “speed gene” promoted
by the genetic testing company
Equinome, while his sire, Galileo, is
homozygous for the more staminaoriented allele at that site.
Dawn Approach, on the other
hand, is homozygous for the shortdistance-oriented allele, which initially made Bolger reluctant to run
him at Epsom.
Bolger owns a financial interest
in Equinome, so it is in his interest
to promote both New Approach and
Dawn Approach as speedier alternatives to the best sire in the world.
Whether that genetic difference
will have any measurable effect in
the real world is something else altogether.
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In Excess still adding to legacy

robbi KnuDson/Courtesy of California thoroughbreD breeDers assoCiation

In Excess, a son of Siberian Summer, was one of the best racehorses of 1990 and made a major impact as a leading California stallion.

By Steve Andersen

shigeKi KiKKawa

Mike Pegram was pivotal in
engineering In Excess’s stallion career.

The deal took 15 minutes and could
have been done faster if they’d skipped the
small talk.
Mike Pegram vividly remembers his
conversation with the late Scoop Vessels
in the fall of 1994, negotiating for the stallion In Excess to move to the historic Vessels Stallion Farm in Bonsall, Calif.
The two men knew the arrangement
they wanted and made it happen fast.
“We formed a partnership, and the
rest is history,” Pegram said earlier this
month.
In Excess was in his third year at stud
when he was moved to Vessels prior to the
1995 breeding season. Within a decade, In
Excess was the leading stallion in California by progeny earnings for the 2002 and
2003 seasons, had sired a Santa Anita Derby winner, and was on his way to siring
more than 60 stakes winners in his career.
Last month, In Excess died at the age of
26 of the infirmities of old age at Vessels.
He was pensioned from stud duty at the
northern San Diego County farm in 2011.
The death of In Excess brought back
memories of the horse’s racing and stal-

lion careers from Pegram, Vessels farm
manager Kevin Dickson, and Bruce
Jackson, who trained In Excess during
his highly successful American racing
career. Scoop Vessels died in an airplane
crash in August 2010.
In Excess almost never made it to the
picturesque Vessels property. Pegram
was in talks with a Kentucky farm in
late 1994 about moving the stallion from
owner Jack Munari’s Rancho Why Worry
farm in California to the Bluegrass State.
“Before I did the deal with Scoop, I had
half the horse sold to Kentucky, but it fell
through at the last minute,” Pegram said.
It was not the first time that California’s breeding industry could claim good
fortune in having In Excess among its
stallions. In the later months of 1991, In
Excess, then 4, was at his peak on the
track racing in Munari’s colors. He won
four consecutive Grade 1 races on the New
York circuit – the Metropolitan and Suburban handicaps during the Belmont Park
spring-summer meeting, the Whitney
Handicap at Saratoga, and the Woodward
Stakes at Belmont in mid-September.
Jackson took In Excess to Churchill
Downs early that fall to prepare for the

Breeders’ Cup. In Excess was cross-entered in the BC Classic and the BC Mile on
turf, and a decision to go in the Mile was
made in the days before the race. Jackson
thought In Excess would prefer turf over
dirt at Churchill Downs.
“He wouldn’t train on that racetrack,”
Jackson said recently.
In Excess struggled in the Mile, finishing ninth as the 2.20-1 favorite, beaten
six lengths by the upset winner Opening
Verse. With the loss, In Excess missed a
chance to be named champion older male
and possibly Horse of the Year. Both titles went to Black Tie Affair, who won the
Classic later that afternoon.
“It didn’t work out the way it was supposed to,” Jackson said. “He won four
Grade 1s in a row. That’s about as good as
it gets.”
A Breeders’ Cup win likely would have
meant a Kentucky stud career for In Excess. Instead, Munari sent the horse to
California at the end of a largely unsuccessful 1992 season in which In Excess
went winless in five starts in California
and New York. His racing career ended

Continued on page 13

HORSEMEN’S MARKETPLACE
To place your ad call 212-366-7636
or email: classifieds@drf.com

RACING PARTNERSHIPS
FORMING NOW
The Beat Goes On...Call Us for Details

(626) 483-5454 • Visit us at www.bongoracing.com

FUNKY MUNKY STABLE LLC…
Funny Name, Serious Racing!!!

THOROUGHBRED & HARNESS 2 YR Old and Claiming
Partnerships Available.
In Business since 2008 and have already won 4 stakes
races and almost 100 races!
THOROUGHBRED & HARNESS partnerships start
as low as $1,000.
Race primarily on the New York circuit.
Check out our website: www.FunkyMunkyStable.com
FunkyMunkyStableLLC
@funkymunkyLLC
For info, please call, Richie Munk: [toll free] 877-386-5968

or email: RMUNK@FUNKYMUNKYSTABLE.COM

BE A PART OF
OUR NEXT
SPECIAL
SUNDAY
EDITION WITH
YOUR
CLASSIFIED AD
PLACED IN THE
UNIQUE

Small Hands-On Trainer

with excellent win percentage.
Looking for horses to run at
Finger Lakes and Presque Isle.

585-313-1998

Partners Wanted

Harness Racing partners needed.
New partnerships forming now.
Small stable looking to expand. Talk
directly to trainers and fellow
owners. No markups or fees of any
kind. Why go anywhere else? We
only make money if our horses
make money. Just a bunch of friends
partnering on horses.
Contact me at DIFstable@gmail.com
for more information.
Like us on Facebook!
Dreaming Is Free Stable

Horse Care • Equipment • Barns
Fencing • Hay & Straw • Farm & Track Security & more

OUR Louisiana

Breds are winning
at all the major
Louisiana Tracks

Fair Grounds, Delta
Downs, Louisiana Downs.

If you like Louisiana
Racing and you Like
to Party like a
Rajun Cajun,
Join Parting Glass
Racing Today.
Today

We've got some beautiful

LA Breds just
waiting for you!
Call or email PGR
today at;

877 race win
877 722 3946

Itʼs Belmont Stakes Time
and All Eyes are on NY.
Dive into NY Racing with

Parting Glass Racing

Become a race horse owner with full
owner privileges just in time for

Saratoga!

Join a winning team.
Call or email PGR today at;

877 race win • 877 722 3946
Or Go To: PartingGlassRacing.com

Or Go To:

PartingGlassRacing.com

Ever Dreamed of Owning
a Thoroughbred?

Join an affordable and successful stable
for as little as $500. 23% win rate and
60% in the money. Partnership is based
at Parx Racing in PA. Contact MJM Stable
at mjmstable@gmail.com
for more information.

We have thousands of buyers for
your racehorse or breeding stock.
And all sales are Commission-Free!

HANDRIDE.COM

For just $89, your horse will be
showcased with features such as Online
Video, Photos, Daily-Updated Racelines,
Catalog-Style Pedigrees and more.
Visit HandRide.com or if you're without
a computer call us at 1-866-240-RACE

HORSEMEN’S MARKETPLACE LISTING!

For sale – 5 signed original
pen sketches by Peb:

The Star 1-30-1956
Blind Man 2-9-1956
Hawk of Fame 3-2-1956
Benday 4-30-1956
Coupled in the betting 10-20-1956

352-620-0558

The Cure For All

BLEEDERS
(800) 234-6773

(405) 373-2185 • (405) 373-0700 - Fax
www.americanequinenutrient.com
E-mail: nut404p@gmail.com
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IN EXCESS
Continued from page 11
with 11 wins from 25 starts and earnings
of $1,736,733.
“I guarantee he wouldn’t have ended up
here, being an Eclipse winner,” Dickson
said of Vessels Stallion Farm. “I think it’s
fate.”
While he can only speculate, Dickson
argued that In Excess could have been
overshadowed in a crowded Kentucky
stallion market.
“I guess if he’d wound up in Kentucky,
he might not have gotten the mares,” Dickson said. “He might have been just another stallion in Kentucky.”
One of Jackson’s favorite races of the
1991 season was the Suburban Handicap.
In Excess set a track record of 1:58.33 for
1 1/4 miles, a distance that was not his
best.
“He ran so many good races,” Jackson
said. ”He was probably an outstanding
miler, but he could carry his speed further. He had the desire to win. He was a
very fast horse.
“A mile and a quarter wasn’t his distance, but he set a track record at Belmont.
He got beat in the Strub and the Santa Anita
Handicap, and those races were a mile and
a quarter. That race at Belmont was different. It starts on the middle of the turn.”
In Excess’s first foals raced in 1996, and
early success gave the stallion much-needed momentum in attracting mare owners.
His first crop included the champion California-bred 2-year-old In Excessive Bull,
who won two stakes and helped make In
Excess the state’s leading freshman sire
in 1996.
Over the next few years, In Excess’s
reputation soared in California. In 1998,
his runners were led by Indian Charlie, who raced for breeders Hal and Patti
Earnhardt. Indian Charlie won the 1998
Santa Anita Derby and was third, beaten
2 3/4 lengths, by Pegram’s Real Quiet in
the Kentucky Derby.
Indian Charlie was raised at Vessels, a
point of pride for Scoop Vessels, Dickson
said.
“Indian Charlie turned out to be a
wonderful horse,” Dickson said. “He was
raised here. Scoop used to joke [that] he
was raised on Bonsall Bermuda [grass].
They may have Kentucky bluegrass, but
we had Bonsall Bermuda.”
Indian Charlie was trained by Bob
Baffert, who also trained other stakeswinning In Excess progeny such as In Excessive Bull; Ex Marks the Cop, the champion Cal-bred 2-year-old male of 1997;
Pegram’s Gibson County, the champion
Cal-bred 2-year-old male of 1999; and Pegram’s Icecoldbeeratreds, the champion
Cal-bred 2-year-old male of 2002.
“His early success was [helped by] Baffert,” Pegram said. “I don’t know whether
In Excess made Baffert or Baffert made In
Excess.”
At the end of 1998, Pegram and Vessels
decided to syndicate 50 percent of In Excess, with each keeping 25 percent. “It was
a way to take some money off the table,”
Pegram said.
The deal kept In Excess in California –
and in demand. At one time, In Excess’s stud
fee reached $25,000, the highest in the state.
Such a fee would have seemed improbable when he was retired. Bred in Ireland,
In Excess was by French 2000 Guineas

barbara D. livingston

Indian Charlie, third in the 1998 Kentucky Derby as the favorite, became an influential stallion in Kentucky.

IN EXCESS’S
CALIFORNIA-BRED CHAMPIONS

LEADING RUNNERS BY IN EXCESS
INDIAN CHARLIE, b. c., 1995, out of Soviet Sojourn, by Leo Castelli. 4 wins in 5 starts, $616,120. 1st Santa Anita

ABOVE PERFECTION (older female)

Derby (G1); 3rd Kentucky Derby (G1).

CONTROLLED (2-year-old filly)
EXCESSIVEPLEASURE (3-year-old male)

MUSICAL CHIMES, dk. b. or br. f., 2000, out of Note Musicale, by Sadler’s Wells. 4 wins in 20 starts in France and
North America, $965,489. 1st French 1000 Guineas (Fr-G1), John C. Mabee H. (G1), etc.

EX MARKS THE COP (2-year-old male)

ROMANCE IS DIANE, dk. b. or br. f., 2004, out of Romantic Fibs, by Prized. 5 wins in 16 starts, $712,718.

GIBSON COUNTY (2-year-old male)

1st Hollywood Starlet S. (G1), Bayakoa H. (G2), California Cup Matron H., California Cup Juvenile Fillies S.; etc.

ICECOLDBEERATREDS (2-year-old male)

TEXCESS, b. g., 2002, out of Danish Alamode, by Regal Classic. 4 wins in 22 starts, $1,235,335. 1st Delta Jackpot S., California Cup Classic H., California Cup Juvenile S.; 2nd Lone Star Park H. (G3), Tokyo City H. (G3), etc.

INDIAN CHARLIE (3-year-old male)
IN EXCESSIVE BULL (2-year-old male)
JETIN EXCESS (2-year-old filly)

VALENTINE DANCER, b. f., 2000, out of Gilded Dancer, by Mr. Prospector. 8 wins in 29 starts, $1,144,126.
1st Harold C. Ramser Sr. H., Filly and Mare Turf S. (twice), Fran’s Valentine S., Cat’s Cradle H.; etc.

REPO (2-year-old filly)

NOTIONAL, b. c., 2004, out of Truly Blessed, by French Deputy. 4 wins in 12 starts in North America and UAE,

ROMANCE IS DIANE (2yo, 3yo filly)

$733,240. 1st San Rafael S. (G2), Risen Star S. (G3), Salvator Mile H.(G3); 2nd Florida Derby (G1); etc.

ROMANCEISHOPE (3-year-old male)

EXCESSIVEPLEASURE, dk. b. or br. f., 2000, out of Pleasing, by Falstaff. 5 wins in 22 starts in North America and

SPRING AWAKENING ( 2-year-old filly)

UAE, $1,081,615. 1st Indiana Derby (G3), WinStar Derby, Iowa Derby, California Breeders’ Champion S.; etc.

TEXCESS (2-year-old male)

ICECOLDBEERATREDS, dk. b. or br. c., 2000, out of Guilded Times, by Crafty Prospector. 3 wins in 5 starts,

VALENTINE DANCER (3-year-old filly, turf horse)

$353,800. 1st Del Mar Futurity (G2), Graduation S.; 2nd Champagne S. (G1).

winner Siberian Express, a son of Caro,
whose only other Grade 1 winner from a
modest stud career was 1993 Strub winner
Siberian Summer. In Excess was out of the
winning mare Kantado, by Saulingo. In
Excess was Kantado’s only stakes winner
from 12 runners. The European bloodlines
did not suggest a future leading stallion.
“He proved it against all pedigree odds,”
Dickson said. “He wasn’t supposed to be
the stallion that he was.”
Pegram sold his share of In Excess in the
early 2000s, when he began to focus more
on breeding in Kentucky. In a way, In Excess no longer needed Pegram’s support.
“He had already made it,” Pegram said
in early June. “Now, I’ve come full circle.
I’m sending mares back to California.”
Through the 2000s, In Excess’s progeny included a classic winner, Musical

Chimes, who won the French 1000 Guineas
at Longchamp in 2003, the year she was
third in the French Oaks. Musical Chimes
won the Grade 1 John Mabee Handicap at
Del Mar in 2004.
Romance Is Diane won 5 of 16 starts and
earned $712,718 in a career highlighted
by a win in the Grade 1 Hollywood Starlet
Stakes in 2006.
Two of Dickson’s favorites were Icecoldbeeratreds and Texcess. The latter won the
Delta Downs Jackpot Stakes and earned
$1,235,335 in a 22-race career that included
three stakes wins. Texcess was California’s
champion 2-year-old male of 2004.
In more recent seasons, In Excess’s
status in the state slipped. He ranked in
the top five in progeny earnings in the
state as recently as 2010, but with his advanced age, he lost mares to stallions such

as Benchmark, Tribal Rule and Unusual
Heat.
In early May, Dickson noticed that In
Excess’s condition was deteriorating.
“He started to look rough in the last two
or three weeks,” Dickson said. “We knew
something was going on. I kept looking at
him. We didn’t want to do a bunch of tests.”
In Excess died May 23.
“I was with him,” Dickson said. “It
touched me.”
In Excess was buried alongside Free
House, who stood at Vessels, and First
Down Dash, the all-time leading Quarter
Horse stallion who was campaigned by the
Vessels family in the 1980s.
A week after In Excess’s death, his
5-year-old gelding Dixieland Blues won an
allowance race at Betfair Hollywood Park.
The stallion’s legacy continues.
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HOT SIRE: CANDY RIDE

ANOTHER WEST COAST STAR FOR SIRE
By Patrick Reed

shigeKi KiKKawa

Clubhouse Ride, a 5-year-old son of Candy Ride, got his first graded stakes win June 1 in the Grade 2 Californian Stakes.
Cryptoclearance 84
Ride the Rails 91
Herbalesian 69
Candy Ride 99
Candy Stripes 82
Candy Girl 90
City Girl 82

Clubhouse Ride

Chestnut Horse
Foaled March 8, 2008

Mr. Prospector 70
Seeking the Gold 85
Con Game 74

Seeking Results 01
Caerleon 80
Immediate Impact 85
Match Bend 72

Fappiano 77
Naval Orange 75
Herbager 56
Alanesian 54
Blushing Groom 74
Bubble Company 77
Farnesio 74
Cithara 75
Raise a Native 61
Gold Digger 62
Buckpasser 63
Broadway 59
Nijinsky II 67
Foreseer 69
Never Bend 60
Match Game 63

Clubhouse Ride’s breakthrough win in
the Grade 2 Californian Stakes on June 1
at Betfair Hollywood Park brought the veteran handicap horse much-deserved recognition after he performed in the shadow
of Game On Dude throughout the spring.
It also added more West Coast luster to the
résumé of Lane’s End stallion Candy Ride.
An Argentine import campaigned by
prominent California owners and breeders Sid and Jenny Craig, Candy Ride left
an indelible mark in Southern California
racing nearly a decade ago, and since retiring to stud, he has sired several Grade 1
winners on the same circuit.
At age 5, Clubhouse Ride has come into
his own as a racehorse after an early career full of fits and starts. Purchased for
$22,000 as a juvenile at the Barretts January mixed sale in 2010 by Six-S Racing
Stable and campaigned by Six-S in partnership with Nikolas Petralia, Clubhouse
Ride won the Barretts Juvenile Stakes
at Fairplex Park later that year, finished
third in the Grade 1 CashCall Futurity,
and was second in the Grade 3 Sham
Stakes that winter.
He suffered a hairline fracture of his
right ankle shortly after the Sham and
was given the rest of 2011 off. Clubhouse
Ride returned in 2012 and made 12 starts,
primarily in allowances, before stepping
up in class this year.
Clubhouse Ride posted runner-up finishes in four consecutive races this year
heading into the Californian – three of
them in stakes won by Game On Dude –
but now carries a sharp Grade 2 win (earning a career-high 106 Beyer Speed Figure)
into the summer. According to his trainer,
Craig Lewis, Clubhouse Ride will target
the Grade 1 Hollywood Gold Cup on July
6, when he could face Game On Dude yet
again.
Out of the Seeking the Gold mare Seeking Results, Clubhouse Ride is related to
several international stakes winners, but
only one from his close family made an
impression in the United States: Seeking
Results’s half-brother River Keen, who
began his lengthy racing career in England during the mid-1990s before shipping
to the United States and eventually tallying back-to-back Grade 1 wins in the 1999
Woodward Stakes and the Jockey Club
Gold Cup.
Clubhouse Ride’s pedigree contains
some more black type but primarily of the
foreign variety and at the listed or Group 3
level. His decent but far-from-spectacular
female family makes Clubhouse Ride similar to many of Candy Ride’s best progeny
to date, further burnishing his sire’s reputation for getting stakes-caliber racehorses from average-quality mares.
Candy Ride’s early momentum as a sire
can be attributed largely to his own brief
but spectacular career on the racetrack,
which enabled him to draw considerable
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interest from breeders once he began his
stud career in 2005 at John G. Sikura’s Hill
‘n’ Dale Farms in Lexington, Ky. The son
of Ride the Rails out of the Candy Stripes
mare Candy Girl was purchased for
$900,000 by the Craigs after winning his
first three starts in Argentina, where he
was foaled, and receiving champion miler
honors.
Trained by Ron McAnally, Candy Ride
easily won his first two races at Hollywood
Park during the summer of 2003 – including the Grade 2 American Handicap – before unleashing one of the best performances of the decade when he soundly
defeated Medaglia d’Oro in the Grade 1
Pacific Classic at Del Mar.
Candy Ride set a track record of 1:59.11
in the 1 1/4-mile Pacific Classic and earned
a 123 Beyer, and the late Sid Craig told the
Los Angeles Times afterward that the
horse had given him his most exciting moment in racing.
Unfortunately, that brilliant win would
mark Candy Ride’s last appearance on the
track. He remained in training for nearly
a year but battled soft-tissue problems in
one of his ankles, and the Craigs made the
decision to retire Candy Ride to Hill ‘n’
Dale in the summer of 2004.
Initially standing for a fee of $10,000,
Candy Ride got off to a strong start, as his
first crop produced Chocolate Candy and
Wynning Ride, who would place in the
Grade 1 CashCall Futurity and Hollywood
Starlet, respectively, and Grade 3 winner
Evita Argentina. That trio of juveniles
helped Candy Ride finish 2008 as the thirdleading freshman sire in North America
by earnings.
Candy Ride’s first crop would go on to
greater accomplishments in 2009. Chocolate Candy took the Grade 3 El Camino
Real Derby and ran fifth in the Kentucky
Derby, and Evita Argentina won the Grade
1 La Brea at year’s end. By that point,
three other stars had emerged.
El Brujo won two stakes in Canada and
then scored two Grade 3 wins in Kentucky
during the fall; he would follow that by
winning the Grade 1 Pat O’Brien at Del
Mar in 2010. Capt. Candyman Can, Grade
2-placed as a juvenile, won the Grade 2
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Candy Ride, who stands for a $40,000 stud fee at Lane’s End, has sired two millionaires: Misremembered and Sidney’s Candy.

Hutcheson, the Grade 3 Bay Shore, and the
Matt Winn before being awarded first in
the Grade 1 King’s Bishop at Saratoga via
disqualification, becoming Candy Ride’s
only Grade 1 winner outside of California
to date. And Misremembered excelled as
a late-developing 3-year-old, with a win
in the Grade 2 Indiana Derby and a close
second in the Grade 2 Clark Handicap. He
would capture the Grade 1 Santa Anita
Handicap in 2010.
Chocolate Candy was bred by the Craigs
and campaigned by the Craig Family
Trust, established by Jenny Craig after
her husband, Sid, died in 2008. The Craigs
also bred arguably Candy Ride’s two best
runners to date, second-crop foals Sidney’s Candy and Twirling Candy.

Sidney’s Candy won the Grade 1 Santa
Anita Derby in 2011 and was sold by the
trust to WinStar Farm and Rubio B. Stable later that year. He would subsequently
win a pair of Grade 2 stakes on turf and is
now standing his second season at WinStar in Versailles, Ky. Twirling Candy
won the 2010 Malibu while carrying the
Craigs’ blue and white colors before Will
Farish and Marty Wygod purchased an
interest in the horse. He concluded his
career with a head loss to Acclamation in
the 2011 Pacific Classic and is standing his
second season alongside his sire at Lane’s
End in Versailles.
Candy Ride moved from Hill ‘n’ Dale
to Lane’s End for the 2010 season and has
continued to be a productive sire, being

bred to 139 mares last year, according to
Jockey Club statistics, and posting yearling and 2-year-old auction averages in the
$75,000-to-$85,000 range during 2012-13.
In addition to Clubhouse Ride, he is represented by four other stakes winners in 2013
– 3-year-olds Walkwithapurpose, Candy
Bites, and Omega Star and the 6-year-old
Candyman E – along with the 5-year-old
Sugarinthemorning, who placed in the
Grade 2 Santa Monica.
Candy Ride’s best have proven to excel at longer distances, improve with
age, and thrive in the sunny confines of
Southern California. In these ways, they
emulate their sire and add to the impact
of the Craigs on the state’s Thoroughbred
industry.

$450,000 in purse money
PLUS a $250,000 bonus for
the connections of the horse
who sweeps all three races.
To learn why NY-breds
start with a BIGGER ADVANTAGE
call 518.395.5492 or visit
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