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A new era for Calumet

Historic farm looks to future with Kelley at the helm

BarBara D. Livingston

Erin Kelley, daughter of Calumet Farm owner Brad Kelley, proudly displays the Preakness Stakes trophy following Oxbow’s win on May 18 at Pimlico.

By Nicole Russo
Continuity and change are two themes
consistently at the forefront of Thoroughbred racing.
Historic farms continue operations as
they pass from hand to hand. The sport’s
most prestigious events are run each year
without interruption, with a new cast of
characters. Each season, top horses retire
to stud to perpetuate their bloodlines –
and are quickly replaced on the racetrack
by a new generation.
At Calumet Farm, located adjacent
to Keeneland Race Course in Lexington, Ky., grazing mares keep a watchful
eye on their foals as they play against a
background of pristine white fences and
red-trimmed barns. It’s a common sign
of springtime, seen for decades since the
farm was founded by William Monroe
Wright in 1924.
Some 540 miles away in Baltimore on

May 18, a track worker at Pimlico Race
Course ascended a ladder to paint the Calumet silks onto the traditional weather
vane following Oxbow’s front-running
score in the 138th edition of the Preakness
Stakes. But they’re not the iconic devil’s
red and blue silks carried to victory by
the likes of Triple Crown winners Whirlaway (1941) and Citation (1948) – they’re
the black with gold chevrons of Forbes
400 member Brad Kelley, the man now responsible for writing the next chapter in
Calumet’s storied history.
“I’m just so happy for Mr. Kelley,” trainer D. Wayne Lukas said. “He’s trying to revitalize Calumet, and now Calumet is back
in a classic race. That’s just very gratifying.”
Calumet has lived through a number of
transformations, morphing from a Standardbred facility into an elite Thoroughbred nursery as it passed through the
Wright family, campaigning two home-

bred Triple Crown winners, and, decades
later, surviving an episode of bankruptcy.
Today, the farm is in the hands of Kelley,
a deeply private billionaire with a passion
for racing.
Names like Whirlaway and Citation
have been succeeded in the Calumet idiom by the likes of Oxbow and Optimizer,
while Americain and Point Given reside
in the stallion barn once occupied by Bull
Lea and Alydar. Kelley has continued to
race in his own silks because Calumet’s
original colors were purchased by a Brazilian businessman at the 1992 bankruptcy auction of the former owners of the
historic farm. But the operation’s pursuit of excellence is unchanged, and the
Thoroughbred industry has expressed
support.
“I think the whole community is happy with it,” said John Stuart, president
of Bluegrass Thoroughbred Services,
which markets Calumet’s stallions. “I get

stopped daily about how happy everyone is
to see the farm just full of horses.”
The announcement that a new company, the Calumet Investment Trust, had
purchased the 798-acre facility was made
May 3, 2012. The price tag was $35,931,960,
according to records filed with the Fayette County Clerk. Kelley, who leases the
farm from the trust, owns two other farms
in the Lexington area – Bluegrass Hall,
which formerly housed his racing operation, and Hurricane Hall, home to his
breeding stock. All his horses now reside
at Calumet.
“He’s pretty excited,” said Calumet farm
manager Eddie Kane, who has been involved as agent in the acquisition of Kelley’s top horses, including Oxbow. “He
loves the game. Loves, loves the sport. He’s
a big horse-racing fan, and it means a lot
to him. People try to get to the Derby for a

Continued on page 4
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CALUMET FARM
Continued from page 3
lifetime, and we’ve been so fortunate and
lucky to be in the Derby two years in a row.
He just loves horse racing. He’s a big, big
fan of it. He’s a great guy – he’s great to
work for.”
Kelley, who began racing as Bluegrass
Hall in 2009, has been racing and breeding under the Calumet banner since
February. During the farm’s glory days,
that name was represented by a record
eight Kentucky Derby winners. Oxbow is
the eighth Preakness winner to run for
Calumet ownership.

The rise and fall of Calumet
Calumet’s story began in 1924 with
Wright – an entrepreneur who made his
fortune with the Calumet Baking Powder
Co. – when he moved his Standardbred operation to Lexington. He died in 1931, with
leadership of Calumet passing to his son,
Warren Wright Sr., who began converting
it to an elite Thoroughbred breeding operation. One of his early acquisitions was
Preakness winner Nellie Morse, whose
resulting foal, Nellie Flag, was Calumet’s
first champion. The filly went on to become a prolific broodmare.
In 1936, Warren Wright made two other
bloodstock acquisitions that would forever
shape Calumet’s future. He purchased an
interest in the stud career of Epsom Derby
winner Blenheim II, who was in the process of being imported and syndicated by
Claiborne Farm. Wright also purchased
a yearling son of Bull Dog at the Saratoga
auction.
Blenheim II sired Calumet’s 1941 Triple Crown winner, Whirlaway. The Bull
Dog yearling developed into top racehorse Bull Lea, who became Calumet’s
foundation stallion, reigning as America’s leading sire five times and leading
broodmare sire four times. His most
famous son was Citation, who swept the
1948 Triple Crown and became racing’s
first millionaire.
Warren Wright died in 1950, with his
wife, Lucille, inheriting the property. She
and second husband Admiral Gene Markey continued to campaign top horses,
including four Kentucky Derby winners,
though the farm was not producing classic horses at quite the same rate as in the
1940s. Fortunes began to change again
with the emergence of Alydar, who staged
perhaps racing’s greatest rivalry alongside Affirmed, finishing a close second in
all three 1978 Triple Crown races. Alydar
went on to become a leading sire, producing champions Alysheba, Easy Goer,

Alydar was brought to outside fence before Blue Grass to be seen by Lucille Markey, third from right, and Admiral Markey, right.

Criminal Type, Turkoman, and Althea.
However, the farm’s fortunes were rapidly unraveling. Lucille Markey had died
in 1982, and Calumet passed to Bertha
Wright, the widow of Warren Wright Jr.
She tabbed son-in-law J.T. Lundy to handle the farm’s operations, but his business practices plunged the facility into
debt. In late 1990, Alydar, who was under
a multimillion-dollar insurance policy,
was euthanized after breaking his leg
in a stall accident, leading to accusations that Lundy had ordered the stallion
killed.
In 1991, the farm collapsed into bankruptcy amid a web of lawsuits. Lundy
eventually served 4 1/2 years in federal
prison on counts of fraud, conspiracy, and
bribery. He denied any wrongdoing in Aly-

dar’s death.
In March 1992, Calumet was put up for
auction in order to pay creditors owed
almost $100 million. The property was
purchased for $17 million by Henryk de
Kwiatkowski.
Under the leadership of de Kwiatkowski
– who vowed to “not change one speck of
grass” on the farm – Calumet operated
as a boarding farm and sales agent. De
Kwiatkowski died in March 2003, with
the facility passing to a trust and his
children as the beneficiaries. In the ensuing years, Calumet bred and sold multiple Grade 1 winner Switch and struck
deals to stand Ice Box and Cactus Ridge
in 2012, bringing a stallion operation to
the facility for the first time in at least
seven years.

‘Sometimes you get dealt a good hand’
Kelley, who prefers to stay out of the
limelight, is a self-made man whose net
worth, according to Forbes, was $1.9 billion as of March. A native of Kentucky who
now is based in Tennessee, Kelley grew up
on a tobacco farm that also housed livestock. Kelley, who never earned a college
degree, founded Commonwealth Brands,
which produces discounted cigarettes, in
1991. A nonsmoker, Kelley built the operation from the ground up, beginning with
just a handful of employees in Bowling
Green, Ky. He eventually sold the business
to Houchens Industries for $1 billion in
2001.
“I like to think [the secret to success]
was discipline and patience and avoiding

CALUMET TIMELINE
1924

William Monroe Wright
establishes Calumet as a
Standardbred breeding and
racing operation.

1932

William Monroe Wright dies,
with leadership of the farm
passing to son Warren Wright
Sr., who begins converting it
to a Thoroughbred operation.

1933

The Wrights purchase Nellie
Morse, carrying eventual
champion Nellie Flag. The
same year, Hadagal is the
Wrights’ first Thoroughbred
stakes winner, taking the
Champagne Stakes at Belmont.

1936

The farm acquires an
interest in the stud career of
Blenheim II and purchases
eventual leading sire Bull Lea
as a yearling.

1939

Calumet hires famed trainer
Ben A. Jones, whose son
Jimmy eventually joins him.

1941

Whirlaway wins Triple Crown.
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Starstruck recently won her first start [in
the U.S.] at Churchill Downs from here to
Frankfort. He got a great thrill out of that.
Stuff like that, he loves.”
In another nice twist of fate, Kelley’s
main trainer is Lukas, who conditioned
Calumet’s last champion, 1990 Horse of the
Year Criminal Type.
“He’s a wonderful person to work for
because he pretty much gives you full
rein,” Lukas said. “He’s very interested,
and he’ll make suggestions, but he doesn’t
force his opinion on what you’re trying to
do. He’s never been involved one iota in a
rider selection.”
However, don’t mistake Kelley’s willingness to work with a trainer as indifference. Lukas said the owner is sharply
aware of the day-to-day workings of the
backstretch and is very much involved.
“He’s very competitive,” Lukas said.
“He doesn’t come around and down to the
barn, or even go to the races, but he’s very,
very in tune with what’s going on. You call
him up this morning, and he’ll know everybody’s work and everything. He’s very
much involved.”

On-track success

Photos By Z

Calumet’s cemetary features a statue of Bull Lea, America’s leading sire five times.

pitfalls and working for the long term,”
Kelley told The New York Times in 2005.
“I’m sure as heck not Horatio Alger. There
are a lot of people out there who are real
smart and work real hard, and it doesn’t
happen for them. I just happened to be the
one that it did. Sometimes you get dealt a
good hand.”
Kelley owns more than 1.7 million acres
in Texas, Florida, and New Mexico, making him the fourth-largest private landholder in the United States, according to
the 2012 Land Report 100. Kelley does not
typically develop the land he buys; on several occasions, he has purchased cattle
ranches and leased the property back to
the original owner, who keeps the operation running.
Kelley also is an active wildlife conser-

vationist, spending millions of dollars
to protect and reintroduce to the wild
animals such as black rhinos, white rhinos, pigmy hippos, okapi, impalas, whitebearded wildebeests, gazelles, and Eastern bongos.
With such prominent land purchases
and a passion for conservation, it is an
appropriate twist in Calumet’s story that
Kelley – an entrepreneur in the vein of
William Monroe Wright – would acquire
one of the most famed pieces of land in
Lexington, seeking to protect its legacy
and guide its future. Kelley is a former
stockholder in Churchill Downs Inc. and
formerly was a majority owner of Kentucky Downs, near his hometown.
“He gets a kick out of these horses,”
Kane said. “One example is, [Irish import]

Prior to Oxbow’s emergence this season, Kelley and Lukas had campaigned
a number of standout runners under the
Bluegrass Hall banner, including multiple graded stakes winner Optimizer.
The homebred son of English Channel
was the only member of his crop to compete in all three legs of the 2012 Triple
Crown. Kelley also owns Hightail, the
winner of the 2012 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Sprint, and Skyring, the winner
of the Grade 2 Dixie Stakes on the 2013
Preakness undercard.
Oxbow captured the Grade 3 Lecomte
Stakes and finished second in the Grade
2 Rebel Stakes earlier this year to earn
his way into the Triple Crown series. He
finished sixth in the Kentucky Derby as
the first starter to carry Calumet’s name
in the race since 1990. Two weeks later,
the son of Awesome Again rolled in the
Preakness. For Lukas, it was his sixth
win in the race and a record 14th in a
Triple Crown event. Lukas said giving
Kelley his first classic victory was more
meaningful.
“They’re all special because they were
all with a different client,” Lukas said.
“The key, if you’re training horses, is to
try to win one every once in a while for a
new guy. We’ve got a new guy in Brad Kelley at Calumet, and that is just the good
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KENTUCKY DERBY WINNERS
BRED AND OWNED BY CALUMET
Whirlaway (1941†)
Pensive (1944)
Citation (1948†)
Ponder (1949)
Hill Gail (1952)
Iron Liege (1957)
Tim Tam (1958)
Forward Pass (1968)
Calumet also bred and sold 1991 Derby winner
Strike the Gold

PREAKNESS STAKES WINNERS
BRED AND OWNED BY CALUMET
Whirlaway (1941†)
Pensive (1944)
Faultless (1947)
Citation (1948†)
Fabius (1956)
Tim Tam (1958)
Forward Pass (1968)

BELMONT STAKES WINNERS
BRED AND OWNED BY CALUMET
Whirlaway (1941†)
Citation (1948†)

RACING HALL OF FAME
MEMBERS RACED BY CALUMET
Alydar
Armed
Bewitch
Citation †
Coaltown
Davona Dale
Real Delight
Tim Tam
Twilight Tear
Two Lea
Whirlaway †
† Triple Crown winner

Continued on page 6

CONTINUED

1947

The farm becomes the first
owner to exceed $1 million
in purse earnings in a single
year.

1947-’49, 1952-’53

Bull Lea reigns as America’s
leading sire.

1948

Citation wins Triple Crown.

1950

Warren Wright Sr. dies,
with widow Lucille Wright
assuming farm leadership.

1951

Citation becomes first
Thoroughbred to achieve
millionaire status.

1952

Lucille Wright remarries,
to Admiral Gene Markey.
Hill Gail wins the Kentucky
Derby.
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The training track at Calumet Farm has been open to outside clients for years after it became a commercial operation rather than private.

Continued from page 5
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Americain is one of five stallions standing at Calumet this breeding season.

1961

Trainer Ben A. Jones dies;
the year also marks the last
of Calumet’s leading owner
and breeder titles.

1964

economics of it. You give that guy that
special moment ... to know that he was
watching at home, and to put Calumet –
which we all know that name – back on
the front pages of the racing publications
is very special. I’m so happy for him,
just to have the opportunity to represent
him.”
Oxbow, whose immediate female family
includes the likes of Tiznow, Budroyale,
and Paynter, was a $250,000 purchase at the
2011 Keeneland September yearling sale.
“We like the athlete – to me and to
Wayne, they have to look like an athlete,” Kane said. “We’re basically looking for athletes with some pedigree, and
we go from there.
“Mr. Kelley is pretty darn good at pedi-

Jimmy Jones retires, and Bull
Lea dies.

1968

Forward Pass becomes
the only horse to win
the Kentucky Derby via
disqualification after
Dancer’s Image’s positive
drug test.

grees,” Kane added. “He loved [Oxbow’s
catalog] page. We loved him as an individual. He was athletic. He looked like
you could put a saddle on him and run
him when we saw him as a yearling. Mr.
Kelley, as I said, he loves pedigrees, and
he knows pedigrees. So, as a team, we
bought him. Mr. Kelley picked the horse
out on paper, and we liked him as an individual, so Mr. Kelley pulled the trigger
and bought him.”
While the owner takes advice from a
bloodstock agent and a trainer in selecting horses, Kane emphasized that Kelley’s
willingness to play at the top levels of the
game is vitally important to the operation’s success.
“It wouldn’t be happening without Mr.
Kelley,” Kane said. “He’s the one that’s
putting his skin on the line. All the credit

1976

Calumet hires John Veitch,
son of Hall of Fame trainer
Sylvester Veitch, as its
trainer.

1978

goes to Mr. Kelley.”
Kelley’s decision-making paid off in a
big way.
“It was a great race,” said Erin Kelley,
who was on hand to represent her father at
the Preakness. “[Oxbow] ran really well.
I’m just excited to see what’s next.”
The next step for the colt, with the
3-year-old championship still very much
up for grabs, is expected to be the Belmont
Stakes on June 8 in New York.

Looking to the future
Waiting in the wings behind are a
number of young horses who will be the
next to carry the Calumet banner. Kelley
has 34 2-year-olds in training; he also has
a number of yearlings and weanlings at the
farm, both homebreds and sale purchases.

Alydar finishes second to
Affirmed in every leg of the
Triple Crown.

1982

Lucille Markey dies, two
years after Admiral Markey.
The farm passes to the
heirs of Warren Wright, with
operational management
going to J.T. Lundy.
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Oxbow carried Kelley’s colors to victory in the Preakness, Calumet’s iconic devil’s red and blue having been sold at bankruptcy auction in 1992.

Calumet also is building a stallion roster, with five stallions standing the 2013
season. All but one raced through at least
their 5-year-old seasons, making a combined 112 starts.
“Mr. Kelley, being a fellow that likes
to race horses, is big on soundness,” Stuart said. “The thing that all these horses have that is similar – the only thing
they have that is similar – is they were
all very sound horses. And he is going to
breed a lot of mares to each of those stallions. When he bought them, soundness
was a very critical part of the equation
for him. He likes to see his horses run a
lot. That’s one of the reasons he’s with
Wayne Lukas – because he’ll run them.
We’re looking to breed sound horses over
there.”
Chief among the diverse group of acqui-

1990

Alydar reigns as America’s leading
sire as his son Criminal Type
takes Horse of the Year honors,
also helping Calumet claim the
Eclipse Award as leading breeder.
But that November, the stallion is
euthanized after breaking his leg
in a suspicious stall accident.

1991

sitions is the globe-trotting Americain,
the winner of the 2010 Melbourne Cup.
The 8-year-old Dynaformer horse won 11
of 34 career starts and earned $5,780,679
while competing on four continents.
“He’s a phenomenal individual,” Kane
said. “I say to people, ‘Come over and look
at this Dynaformer.’ He’s a gorgeous, gorgeous animal. Mr. Kelley loved Dynaformer and wanted to get a good representative
of Dynaformer here.”
Calumet stands a second son of the late
Dynaformer in stakes winner Lentenor, a
full brother to the ill-fated 2006 Kentucky
Derby winner Barbaro.
The farm also is standing 2001 Horse
of the Year Point Given, who moved from
Three Chimneys Farm this year. The only
stallion on the roster with a prior stud
record, Point Given is the sire of Canadian

Just months after Alydar’s son
Strike the Gold, bred and sold
by Calumet, wins the Kentucky
Derby, the farm declares
bankruptcy.

1992

Henryk de Kwiatkowski buys
Calumet for $17 million at a
bankruptcy auction.

Horse of the Year Sealy Hill, Canadian
champion Points of Grace, and Grade 1
winners Coil, Go Between, and Point Ashley. The farm’s other stallions are Canadian champion and classic winner Eye of the
Leopard and Dogwood Stable’s multiple
graded stakes winner Aikenite.
“I think it’s very flattering to the horse
that this outfit bought him, and they
are breeding to race,” Dogwood President Cot Campbell told the Aiken (S.C.)
Standard. “They’re not market breeders.
This man is going to breed his mares to
this horse. Aikenite had precocity, quality, class, and looks. I think it’s flattering
that he would go to one of the great farms
of all time.”
As his breeding operation expands,
Kelley has been active at various Kentucky auctions. He purchased 23 horses

2003

De Kwiatkowski dies, and the
operation passes to his family
members as a group of trustees.

2012
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for a combined $1,407,000 at the 2012
Keeneland November breeding-stock
sale, led by young stakes winner Bai
and Bai for $160,000. He also bought a
number of mares at the 2013 Keeneland
January and Fasig-Tipton Kentucky
mixed sales.
Also in the broodmare band is Grade 1
winner Runup the Colors, purchased for
$60,000 at the 2011 Keeneland November
mixed sale. The A.P. Indy mare is the dam
of Grade 2 winner Revolutionary, third in
the Kentucky Derby.
“We like grass horses and route-ofground horses,” Kane said. “We tried to
buy quality in November, and we’ve got
some great mares. I’ve got 100 babies here
and a diverse group of stallions represented. We’re trying to sort of put our heads
down and go to work.”

Calumet is purchased for $35.9
million by a trust that leases the
property to Brad Kelley. Later
that year, the owner’s Hightail
wins the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile
Sprint.

2013

Oxbow becomes the first
Kentucky Derby runner to start
under Calumet’s name in more
than two decades, finishing
sixth. Two weeks later, the colt
wins the Preakness Stakes.
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Mr. Calumet

Remembering the man who founded racing’s greatest classic dynasty
By Mary Simon
“Calumet laid it over the competition like
ice cream over spinach.”

– Pulitzer Prize-winning sportswriter
Red Smith

Warren Wright was born 138 years ago
this fall in America’s heartland of Springfield, Ohio, the son of a traveling salesman,
grandson of a miller, great-grandson of a
tavern-keeper . . . blue-collar lineage back
to 1636, when a Puritan ancestor turned up
in this country seeking religious freedom.
As a boy, Warren likely knew or knew
of his second cousins, Wilbur and Orville,
contemporaries who grew up just a few
cornfields away in Dayton. . . . He may or
may not have been aware of a more distant Wright cousin named Frank Lloyd,
whose boyhood was spent to the northwest
in Wisconsin. But whether they knew one
another or not is moot; there’s no denying
that these Wright boys – Warren, Wilbur,
Orville, and Frank – were extraordinary,
each destined to soar to the heights, literally or figuratively, and to embody the
American dream in its finest form.

Humble beginnings

KeeneLanD LiBrary-CooK

Whirlaway, with Alfred Robertson up, being led
into the winner’s circle by Warren Wright, accompanied by trainer Ben Jones, at Belmont Park in
1940, a year before the colt won the Triple Crown.

The youngest and least famous of this
cousinly crew was Warren, whose September 1875 arrival followed Aristides’s victory in the inaugural Kentucky Derby by just
four months. It was quite the coincidence,
as man and race would come together
years hence with a titanic clash of sporting
cymbals that still resounds today.
Warren Wright’s father, William Monroe Wright, had spent a fair portion of his
son’s early years on Midwestern roads,
going town to town hawking such wares
as “Dr. Price’s Baking Powder.” But the
nomadic lifestyle didn’t suit him. Imbued
with the extended Wright clan’s fiercely
inventive spirit, the restless huckster
eventually moved his family to Chicago,
exchanged his salesman’s hat for an entrepreneurial one, and sank every penny of
his $3,500 life’s savings into a venture that
would make or break him.
Alongside chemist George Rew, Wright
worked day and night developing a baking powder with faster leavening action,
an end-product unveiled in 1889 under
the name “Calumet” – a Native American
term for peace pipe, and a well-known
place name around Chicago. Did it work as
advertised? Do birds fly? In 2013, Calumet
Baking Powder can still be found on grocery store shelves across America – in a
near-identical version of its original red,
white, and blue can with the profile of an
Indian chief in full headdress.
William Wright got the ball rolling, but
his company’s long-term success would
depend largely on his only son, a smart,
ambitious young man who joined the
company at age 15 and scrambled up the
corporate ladder with breathless speed.

Continued on page 10
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Warren Wright and Lucille Wright in a box at Saratoga Race Course in August of 1940.

Continued from page 8
Some might argue nepotism, but fact is,
Warren more than earned the confidence
his father placed in him. When William
Wright began easing into retirement in
the late 1890s, taking up trotting horses as
a pastime, Warren Wright moved into the
void, aggressively building, improving,
and expanding the family business. It was
not until age 44 in 1919 that he found time
to meet and marry a proper girl – Lucille
Parker, a Kentucky belle more than two
decades his junior. The following year the
newlyweds adopted a son, Warren Wright
Jr., and the family was set.
In 1924 William Wright acquired
400-acre Fairland Farm near Lexington,
Ky., from coal magnate Harry Schlesinger, renamed it Calumet, and commenced
breeding top Standardbreds on the limestone rich acreage. Warren continued on
in Chicago, relentless and determined as
ever to make his family business the best
it could be – enduring in the process a
highly publicized 1929 home office holdup
by eight armed men.
In business, timing can be everything.
Just weeks before the stock market crash
of ‘29, Warren Wright orchestrated a $32

million sale of Calumet Baking Soda
Company to Postum (later, General Foods
and, later yet, Kraft). As America entered
a devastating economic depression, the
Wright family flourished.

Success trumps snobbery
William Wright suffered a paralytic
stroke in 1931 and died soon after, leaving
a $30 million estate – including Calumet
Farm – to Warren.
The son, who burned with a searing ambition, made a southward beeline to Kentucky . . . and the earth there must have
trembled upon his arrival. It’s been said
the old-guard horsey Bluegrass set had
never quite accepted William Wright, but
Warren cared not a whit about such nonsense. He had friends already whose company he enjoyed, fellow Chicagoans like
chewing gum magnate William Wrigley
and Yellow Cab founder John D. Hertz. If
blue-blooded snobs didn’t think he was
good enough, so what?
He quickly set about selling off Dad’s
trotters, rebuilding barns to magnificent
scale and painting them in the Calumet
company’s devil’s red and white, cultivating vast velvet green pastures, white-
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washing miles of fenceline, instituting a
progressive equine nutrition program,
and hiring top-notch personnel to turn the
farm into a showplace to end all showplaces. Most importantly, he stocked the stalls
and paddocks with the finest Thoroughbreds he could get his hands on – including 1924 Preakness winner Nellie Morse
– then bought an expensive chunk of 1930
English Derby winner Blenheim II.
“The person who puts in the most money deserves to win the most races,” Wright
later bluntly philosophized, and more
than once. Money itself was never an object with him. Success was.
From the outset his racing plan was
straightforward, deceptively simplistic,
and not in the least bit humble: To become
the very best in the business. For Wright,
that meant one thing – winning the Kentucky Derby. It was a goal he pursued with
pit bull determination to his final breath,
with more success than anyone who ever
lived.

The virtue of impatience
Calumet Farm’s first crop of Thoroughbred foals (1932) produced juvenile filly
champion Nellie Flag, who finished fourth

to eventual Triple Crown winner Omaha
in the 1935 Derby. Not good enough, not
nearly good enough. When Bull Lea, a colt
Wright had paid a then-hefty $14,000 for as
a yearling, ran eighth in the 1938 Derby,
the owner fumed. (Bull Lea made up for
his Derby deficit by becoming a five-time
leading American sire and sire of Citation
and numerous other Calumet stars.)
According to Lucille Wright (later Markey), her husband quickly lost patience
with the wait. Five years and no Derby?
Unacceptable. Discouraged, angry, frustrated, he began growling about replacing
the Calumet Thoroughbreds with cattle.
Trainer Frank Kearns didn’t get the job
done in a New York minute, so was sent
packing in 1939, and upon that departure
Lucille Wright tried to calm her agitated
husband by phoning a Midwestern horseman of some credentials. Would Ben Jones
be interested in training for Calumet, a
stable with money that flowed like the River Jordan? Yes, he would.
But even after Jones’s arrival and with
a rising star by Blenheim II named Whirlaway in the barn, Wright remained pessimistic. “I’m going to win nothing,” he
snapped irritably, in response to speculation that Whirly might be “the one.” This
negative chatter intermittently continued
regarding the virtues of cattle over racehorses, but stopped abruptly on May 3,
1941, the instant Whirlaway cruised to an
eight-length Derby victory in the fastest 10
furlongs ever run at Churchill Downs.
Calumet Farm went on to lead the
American breeders’ list a record 14 times,
topped the owners’ standings on 12 occasions, and in 1947 became the first stable to
top $1 million in single-season earnings.
A record eight homebred Kentucky Derby
winners came off that vaunted acreage
along picturesque Versailles Road, seven
Preakness winners, two Triple Crown
winners, 18 national champions, and 11
future Racing Hall of Famers – Whirlaway, Citation, Coaltown, Bewitch, Armed,
Twilight Tear, Real Delight, Tim Tam,
Two Lea, Davona Dale, and Alydar. Not
all of this was achieved while Wright was
around to appreciate it, but the strongwilled little man in the rimless glasses
and ever-present homburg hat had nevertheless planted the seeds from which
greatness would grow for generations to
come.

The successors
Warren Wright Sr. usually got what he
wanted, but failed in attaining his final
racing wish. A 1950 heart attack hit him
hard, and in the end, he simply could not
hold on long enough to witness Citation’s
1951 coronation as racing’s first equine
millionaire. He died at his Miami Beach
home on December 28, 1950.
Lucille Wright outlived her first husband by 32 years and became an industry leader in her own right. In 1952, she
married Hollywood bon vivant Admiral
Gene Markey and together they carried
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on Wright’s dream of raising and
racing the world’s finest Thoroughbreds right up until their deaths
in 1980 (him) and 1982 (her). More
Derby winners came down the pike
on Lucille Markey’s watch . . . Hill
Gail in 1952, Iron Liege (’57), Tim
Tam in (’58), and finally, Forward
Pass, upon the 1968 disqualification
of Dancer’s Image. But her best was
Alydar, a non-champion and nonclassic winner but a Hall of Famer
and sire of great influence.
With the passing of Lucille Markey, Calumet’s 40-year reign at the
top was over. It thereafter began a
long, heart-breaking descent from
glory to disgrace, through gross
mismanagement, greed, and fraud.
Buried in debt, the historic operation filed for Chapter 11 bankruptcy
on July 11, 1991. One year later, it
was on the auction block.
“This is a trophy property,” enthused William Bone, vice president
of the J.P. Auction Company hired to
sell Calumet down to the highest bidder. “It’s like selling the Hope Diamond or the Waldorf-Astoria. You’re
selling history.”
While Warren Wright undoubtedly would have approved that assessment, his head just as likely might
have imploded over the atrocities
perpetrated that brought Calumet to
its knees. But he needn’t have worried. History sold for $17 million to
Henryk de Kwiatkowski, a wealthy
aeronautical engineer who swore
not to change so much as a single
blade of Calumet’s hallowed grass,
a vow he kept to the gratitude of all
who loved racing.
In 1998, history was again for sale,
this time when 536 Calumet racing
trophies appeared headed for auction in an ongoing effort to pay off
old farm debt. Among those intervening on behalf of posterity were
hundreds of school children, who donated their nickels, dimes, and quarters in a successful effort to keep the
trophies on permanent display at the
Kentucky Horse Park.
Calumet Farm continues on in
2013, in seemingly capable new
hands, with an emphatic Preakness
winner in Oxbow. Kentucky Derby
winner Orb may lack current Calumet ties, but nevertheless boasts
at least two distant crosses of the
farm’s wonderful old 1940s and ’50s
progenitor Bull Lea.
So, Warren Wright’s dream of being the best at everything he did
was fully realized, and his legacy
of excellence lives on . . . and on . . .
and on. He built a corporate powerhouse around a product still found
in stores a century later . . . then
rewrote the history of the Sport of
Kings in his own indelible devil’s red
and blue ink.
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Inbreeding comes to Storm Cat line
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN

BarBara D. Livingston

Last Gunfighter, by First Samurai, a grandson of Storm Cat, won the Grade 3 Pimlico Special for his sixth straight victory.

Storm Cat 83
Giant’s Causeway 97
Mariah’s Storm 91
First Samurai 03
Dixieland Band 80
Freddie Frisson 93
Frisson 88

Last Gunfighter
Dk. b. or br. Colt
Foaled May 2, 2009

Storm Cat 83
Sir Cat 93
Desert Run 89

Saratoga Cat 99
Saratoga Six 82
Saratoga Sparkle 90
Sprinkle Dollars 77

Storm Bird 78
Terlingua 76
Rahy 85
Immense 79
Northern Dancer 61
Mississippi Mud 73
Fappiano 77
Mavera 77
Storm Bird 78
Terlingua 76
Private Account 76
April Run 78
Alydar 75
Priceless Fame 75
Buckpasser 63
Bill and I 65

The history of the evolution of Thoroughbred pedigrees is essentially a history of changing patterns of inbreeding.
In the late 18th century, the English racehorse transformed from an animal designed to gallop four miles at a relatively
slow pace to one required to run at a much
faster pace over much shorter distances
through inbreeding to early foundation
sires Godolphin Arabian, Darley Arabian,
Herod, and Eclipse.
Over subsequent centuries, inbreeding
to other dominant sires – Stockwell, St.
Simon, Phalaris, Hyperion, and Nearco –
has appeared in large numbers as part of
the natural progression of the breed just
as soon as those sires receded into the
third or fourth generation of pedigrees.
In more recent decades, inbreeding to
Northern Dancer and Mr. Prospector has
begun to saturate pedigrees with unprecedented alacrity because of the rise of
100-mare-plus books and the shuttle-sire
practice. The first major stakes winner
who was inbred to Northern Dancer, Nasr
El Arab, by Al Nasr, won Grade 1 races
in the late 1980s, when Northern Dancer
himself was in his 20s.
The first major racehorse inbred to the
late, great Storm Cat has been slower to
appear, and perhaps for good reason. To
date, only 10 horses inbred to Storm Cat
have won international stakes. Giant’s
Steps, by Giant’s Causeway, the winner of
Chile’s Group 1 Derby and 2000 Guineas
equivalents last fall, is the first top-level
winner inbred (2x3 in his case) to Storm
Cat.
No horse inbred to Storm Cat has won
a Grade 1 in the United States, but that
could soon change if Grade 3 Pimlico
Special winner Last Gunfighter continues his steady improvement. By Storm
Cat’s grandson First Samurai (by Giant’s
Causeway) out of Saratoga Cat, by Storm
Cat’s son Sir Cat, Last Gunfighter is inbred 3x3 to the two-time leading sire.
Last Gunfighter dominated the Pimlico
Special despite allowing pacesetter Eighttofasttocatch an easy lead, drawing off
late for a 4 1/4-length win, with the rest
of the field almost 10 lengths behind. The
Pimlico Special was Last Gunfighter’s
sixth win in succession since transferring
to trainer Chad Brown’s barn last fall after placing in each of his first four starts
for trainer Helen Pitts.
The well-named Last Gunfighter is one
of 15 stakes winners from the first three
crops of First Samurai, the best horse
from the first American crop of threetime leading sire Giant’s Causeway. Bred
by Last Gunfighter’s owner and breeder,
John D. Gunther, First Samurai is out of
multiple stakes winner Freddie Frisson,
by Dixieland Band, and thus inbred 4x3 to
Northern Dancer.
Listed as “reserve not attained” at a
price of $380,000 at the 2004 Keeneland
September yearling sale, First Samurai
won his first four starts as a 2-year-old for
the partnership of Bruce Lunsford and
Lansdon Robbins III. The wide-margin
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winner of a six-furlong maiden race at
Churchill Downs in July and a Saratoga
allowance race over the same distance in
early August, First Samurai was just as
dominant in the Grade 1 Hopeful Stakes
at the end of the meeting, racing frontrunning speedster Too Much Bling into
submission and then drawing away from
3-5 favorite Henny Hughes to win by 4 1/4
lengths.
That stamped First Samurai as the best
juvenile on the East Coast, and he confirmed that impression by beating Henny
Hughes again by 2 3/4 lengths in the Grade
1 Champagne Stakes at Belmont Park.
That race served as a dress rehearsal
for First Samurai’s expected coronation
as champion 2-year-old male in the Grade
1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile three weeks
later at Belmont, but the race did not go
according to script. Notably fractious in
the gate, First Samurai did not break well
and never was able to assume his favored
stalking position. He rallied to second in
early stretch but never could get past Henny Hughes, and both fell victim to Stevie
Wonderboy’s late rally.
First Samurai’s sophomore season did
not go well. Second behind the speedy
Keyed Entry in the Hutcheson Stakes, he
was unable to get past the wayward Corinthian, who carried him out to the middle
of the track, but was awarded the win in
the Fountain of Youth Stakes. First Samurai then hit the gate hard at the start of
the Blue Grass Stakes, breaking two ribs,
and never got into the race. He finished a
distant fifth behind front-running, widemargin winner Sinister Minister in a race
that went a long way toward convincing
Keeneland to install a synthetic surface.
First Samurai’s connections hoped to
get him back to the races for the Breeders’
Cup, but by late summer, it was obvious
that that was not to be, and he was retired
to Claiborne Farm, which had bought an
interest in the horse in the spring.
Unlike his racing career, First Samurai did not get off to a fast start at stud.
His first-crop daughter Le Mi Geaux (out
of Message Red, by Cryptoclearance)
won a substandard edition of the Grade
3 Schuylerville Stakes, but the best of his
six first-crop stakes winners was the good
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The great Storm Cat, euthanized in April at age 30, has had only 10 horses inbred to him go on to win international stakes.

sprinter Justin Phillip (Ava Knowsthecode, by Cryptoclearance), the winner of
the Grade 2 Woody Stephens Stakes in 2011
and the Grade 3 Count Fleet Sprint Handicap in 2013.
Last Gunfighter is the most accomplished to date of the seven stakes winners from First Samurai’s second crop,
but the star of his third crop, Executiveprivilege (Refugee, by Unaccounted For),
beat him to Grade 1 status, winning the
Grade 1 Del Mar Debutante and Chandelier Stakes last year before, like her sire,
failing to earn a championship when favored at the Breeders’ Cup.
Executiveprivilege headlined a breakout season for First Samurai last year,
and if Last Gunfighter emulates her Grade
1 wins this year, he will go a long way toward rehabilitating First Samurai’s reputation as a sire.
Last Gunfighter is the fifth foal, fourth
winner, and first stakes winner out of
Saratoga Cat, a good allowance winner

who finished fourth in the Grade 3 Indiana Breeders’ Cup Oaks in 2002. She won
five of 20 starts and $186,153, a better-thanaverage record for an American daughter
of Sir Cat, a multiple Grade 2 winner by
Storm Cat. Sir Cat was a fair sire at best
in the United States, where millionaire
multiple Grade 2 winner Surf Cat was the
best of his 20 North American-conceived
stakes winners.
Sir Cat has done much better in Chile,
siring five champions, and was permanently exported there in 2005. Sir Cat’s daughters have produced only 11 stakes winners
so far, but the best of them is 2011 champion
2-year-old male Hansen, by Tapit.
Saratoga Cat is a three-quarter sister to
stakes winners Saratoga Boot and Sexy
Boots, both by Storm Boot, another son
of Storm Cat. Last Gunfighter’s second
dam, Saratoga Sparkle, by Saratoga Six,
is a half-sister to 1988 Black-Eyed Susan
Stakes winner Costly Shoes, by Topsider.
The family came to prominence when

Last Gunfighter’s stakes-winning fourth
dam, Bill and I, by Baybrook, produced
1974 Del Mar Futurity winner Diabolo, by
Damascus, who ran third in both the 1975
Kentucky Derby and Preakness Stakes.
Diabolo’s full sister Sword Game is the
grandam of 1993 champion 2-year-old
male and good international sire Dehere.
One reason inbreeding to Storm Cat is
off to a relatively slow start is that breeders are well aware that, as great as he
was, Storm Cat tended to pass on throat
problems to his offspring. Thus, they are
more likely to avoid inbreeding to him
for fear of producing a foal with similar
problems.
In addition, although many sons of
Storm Cat have been good sires, only one,
First Samurai’s sire, Giant’s Causeway, approaches greatness. And in the long run, it
is sires with multiple great sire sons like
Northern Dancer, Mr. Prospector, Danzig,
and Sadler’s Wells who become the most
prevalent targets of inbreeding.
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Oxbow’s pedigree abundant
in classic-distance aptitude

Photo Courtesy of aDena sPrings

Awesome Again, the sire of Preakness Stakes winner Oxbow, ranks third among North American sires in progeny earnings this year. He stands for $75,000.

Vice Regent 67
Deputy Minister 79
Mint Copy 70
Awesome Again 94
Blushing Groom 74
Primal Force 87
Prime Prospect 78

Oxbow

Bay Colt
Foaled March 26, 2010

Relaunch 76
Cee’s Tizzy 87
Tizly 81

Tizamazing 02
Seattle Song 81
Cee’s Song 86
Lonely Dancer 75

Northern Dancer 61
Victoria Regina 58
Bunty’s Flight 53
Shakney 64
Red God 54
Runaway Bride 62
Mr. Prospector 70
Square Generation 69
In Reality 64
Foggy Note 65
Lyphard 69
Tizna 69
Seattle Slew 74
Incantation 65
Nice Dancer 69
Sleep Lonely 70

By Patrick Reed
Preakness Stakes winner Oxbow returned Racing Hall of Famers D. Wayne
Lukas and Gary Stevens and historic Calumet Farm to the national stage with his
1 3/4-length score May 18.
With the victory, the hard-trying colt
became the first classic winner for his
sire, Adena Springs stallion Awesome
Again, which may come as somewhat of a
surprise to racing and breeding aficionados, considering the number of top-class
runners who have represented the sire on
North American racetracks during the
past decade.
Oxbow also is the product of one of the
better female family crosses in recent
years, and that cross has produced horses
of classic-distance ability.
Awesome Again’s productivity as a sire
is a reflection of Adena founder Frank
Stronach’s emphasis on strengthening his
own breeding program and on developing horses who thrive on the track, with

performance in the sales ring a secondary consideration. After winning the 1998
Breeders’ Cup Classic – his fourth win
at 1 1/4 miles and his third in a row – the
Ontario-bred Deputy Minister horse returned to Kentucky to join Stronach’s stallion roster.
Standing at Adena Springs’s division in
Paris, Awesome Again has become one of
the most sought-after sires in North America. He offers particular appeal to breeders
wishing to emulate the success Stronach
has had with several of Awesome Again’s
offspring, including homebreds Ghostzapper, the 2004 Horse of the Year, and Ginger
Punch, the 2007 champion older female.
Both of those horses, as well as several
other of Awesome Again’s top performers,
came into their own late in their 3-year-old
campaigns or afterward.
“You know, Ghostzapper wasn’t even
involved in the Triple Crown because the
Stronachs wanted to give him time, and
because [trainer] Bobby [Frankel] knew
that longer distances were what he was
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made for,” Adena Springs Kentucky general manager Eric Hamelback said. “Ginger Punch was the same, a later-developing
horse. And then you look at horses like
[Grade 1 winners] Game On Dude and Awesome Gem, from an age standpoint; Awesome Gem was still competing at a top level
up until his retirement [last year at age 9].”
Through last Monday, Awesome Again
had sired 432 winners from 12 crops ages
3 or older, and his progeny had earned almost $65.7 million. He has sired 52 stakes
winners (6.2 percent from foals ages 3 and
older), with 29 graded stakes winners and
13 Grade 1 winners.
Four of those top-level winners won
Breeders’ Cup races – Ginger Punch (2007
Distaff), Round Pond (2006 Distaff), Ghostzapper (2004 Classic), and Wilko (2004 Juvenile). Ghostzapper, Awesome Gem, and
Game On Dude each captured Grade 1 races at the classic distance of 1 1/4 miles, with
Ghostzapper setting the Breeders’ Cup
Classic stakes record of 1:59.02 at Lone Star
Park in a performance that still serves as
a measuring post for speed-figure analysts.
Nineteen-year-old
Awesome
Again
stands for a fee of $75,000 in 2013, anchor-

ing a six-stallion roster at Adena Springs
Kentucky that includes Ghostzapper. His
book has held steady over the past couple of
years at 80 to 90 mares a year, and although
he has had appreciable success as a commercial stallion, breeders seek out Awesome Again for his ability to sire the sort of
racehorse who can win a classic or a Breeders’ Cup race, according to Hamelback.
“We don’t cater to any certain breeder,
[but] most of the people who have come to
Awesome Again have tended to be from
breed-to-race organizations,” Hamelback
said. “Even those who do buy his horses as
yearlings, you don’t see a lot of pinhooking opportunities with [his progeny]. You
see what we call ‘end-user’ buyers at the
sales, such as with Round Pond, who was
purchased by Mr. [Rick] Porter, who won
the Breeders’ Cup Distaff with her. Basically, we promote the fact that Awesome
Again’s horses do run – that’s what we’re
all in this game for, not necessarily just to
go to the sale.”
Zayat Stables’s Paynter almost became
the first classic winner for Awesome
Again in last year’s Belmont Stakes before
grudgingly giving way to Union Rags in

the final yards of the 1 1/2-mile test. That
colt, who would go on to win the Haskell
before enduring a life-threatening series
of illnesses that delayed his return to racing, is out of the Cee’s Tizzy mare Tizso, a
daughter of the elite producer Cee’s Song,
by Seattle Song.
The Cee’s Tizzy–Cee’s Song mating
has been responsible for multiple Grade
2 winner and Breeders’ Cup Classic runner-up Budroyale, Grade 2 winner Tizdubai, stakes winner Tizbud, and, most
importantly, two-time Breeders’ Cup
Classic winner and 2000 Horse of the Year
Tiznow, now a prominent sire at WinStar
Farm. Another product of this coupling,
the unraced mare Tizamazing, is the dam
of Oxbow.
Needless to say, Oxbow’s and Paynter’s
achievements have boosted the statistical allure of breeding Awesome Again to
Cee’s Tizzy mares. That nicking pattern
results in an average earnings index of
5.19 (with 1.00 average), deriving from a
sample of nine starters from 12 foals of
racing age. Oxbow and Paynter comprise
two of three stakes winners from this pattern, with the other being Oxbow’s full
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brother, the Grade 3-placed stakes winner
Awesome Patriot. Oxbow contains very
little inbreeding through his first five generations, sporting only a 4x5x5 cross of the
great Northern Dancer.
Purchased for $250,000 at the 2011
Keeneland September sale by Brad Kelley’s Bluegrass Hall, Oxbow, along with
Game On Dude’s continued dominance
of the West Coast handicap division, has
helped elevate Awesome Again to third
on the 2013 North American general sire
list, with more than $4.1 million in progeny earnings. Awesome Again trails only
Malibu Moon, the sire of Kentucky Derby
winner Orb, and leader Leroidesanimaux,
whose earnings are largely comprised of
Animal Kingdom’s $6 million payday for
winning the Group 1 Dubai World Cup.
After fulfilling the promise of his pedigree in the Preakness, the future prospects for Oxbow look exciting. If he stays
sound, he surely will be competing in other Grade 1 races and will be given every
opportunity as a stallion when his racing
career is over and goes to Kelley’s revitalized Calumet Farm breeding operation in
Lexington, Ky.
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. . . Plus, there are hundreds of thousands of dollars available yearly for horses nominated to the NY Stallion Stakes series.

Mike Lee Stakes

New York Derby

(1st leg of Big Apple Triple)
June 1, 2013
State-bred 3YOs / 7 fur.
$125,000

(2nd leg of Big Apple Triple)
July 20, 2013
State-bred 3YOs / 1 1/16 mi.
$150,000 added

The first leg of the
Big Apple Triple is now
part of the Belmont Festival!

The Albany Stakes
(3rd leg of Big Apple Triple)
August 21, 2013
State-bred 3YOs / 1 1/8 mi.
$150,000
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