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Preakness is good
indicator of sire success

Jim mccue/maryLanD Jockey cLuB

Four-FooteD Fotos

From the top, 1990 Preakness winner Summer Squall and 1990 Kentucky Derby winner Unbridled. In comparing
winners of the two races since 1990 as sires, the Preakness winners have slightly better statistics.
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JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
From a breeder’s point of view, the goal
of horse racing, especially the 3-year-old
classics, is to identify the colts with the
highest potential as future stallions. In
the 146-year history of the American Triple Crown races, there is no question that
the Belmont Stakes has produced more
leading sires than either the Kentucky
Derby or the Preakness Stakes, but that is
at least partly a historical artifact.
Established in 1867, six years before the
first Preakness and eight years before the
first Kentucky Derby, the Belmont was a
far more prestigious – and generally more
valuable – race than either the Derby or
the Preakness throughout the 19th and
early 20th centuries. And because of its location at the center of 19th-century American racing in New York, the level of competition was generally considerably more
stringent than in Kentucky or Maryland.
That, at least in part, explains why leading sires Spendthrift, Hanover, Sir Dixon,
Hastings, Commando, Peter Pan, and
Sweep all won the Belmont Stakes (but
not the other two races) between 1879 and
1910. Before Col. Matt Winn grabbed the
Kentucky Derby and dragged it to the forefront of American racing in the 1910s and
1920s, only one horse of comparable importance to the American Thoroughbred,
Ben Brush, had won the Kentucky Derby.
Man o’ War, whose owner, Samuel D.
Riddle, famously declined to run in the
Derby, was the first leading American
sire to win the Preakness, but in the postWorld War II era, the Preakness has been
a better indicator of sire success than the
Kentucky Derby. Indeed, the list of Preakness-winning sires who did not win the
Derby is far more impressive than a comparable list of Derby winners who did not
win the Preakness.
Native Dancer, Bold Ruler, Nashua, Tom
Rolfe, and Damascus all avenged upset
Derby defeats with victories in Baltimore.
That is a far more impressive list than Determine, Swaps, Thunder Gulch, and Unbridled, the best sires of the postwar era to
win the Derby but not the Preakness.
Of course, Native Dancer, Nashua, and
Damascus all went on to add the Belmont
Stakes to their championship 3-year-old
seasons, but the Belmont also can count
top sires Gallant Man, Stage Door Johnny, A.P. Indy, and Empire Maker among
its winners, despite the fact that it is now
widely viewed as an anomaly in American
racing.
Statistically speaking, Preakness winners also come out slightly better than
Derby winners in the contemporary era
dating from 1990, when stallion books began to expand dramatically. As shown in
the accompanying table, the 14 Preakness
winners since 1990 with foals currently
at least 5 years old have sired 297 stakes
winners from 6,310 foals ages 3 and up, a
4.7 percent strike rate. While that global
percentage of stakes winners to foals is
hardly outstanding, it is still better than
the Derby winners’ rate of 4.4 percent,
achieved with 417 stakes winners from
9,416 foals over the same period.

Continued on page 4
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PREAKNESS WINNERS VS. DERBY WINNERS AS SIRES
PREAKNESS STAKES
YEAR WON

WINNER

1990
1991
1992
1994
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2004
2005
2006

Summer Squall
Hansel*
Pine Bluff*
Tabasco Cat
Louis Quatorze*
Silver Charm
Real Quiet*
Charismatic
Red Bullet
Point Given*
War Emblem*
Smarty Jones*
Afleet Alex*
Bernardini*
Totals

FOALS

SWS

% SW

CHAMPIONS

37
18
35
25
39
15
18
10
11
21
8
20
20
20

10.5%
4.2%
5.8%
5.0%
4.2%
3.0%
3.0%
2.6%
5.6%
4.0%
7.9%
5.6%
5.1%
4.6%

2
0
0
0
0
0
1
0
1
2
1
0
0
0

6,310

297

4.7%

7

FOALS

CHAMPIONS

354
433
599
500
924
503
599
384
196
531
101
355
396
435

BEST OFFSPRING

Charismatic, Storm Song, Summerly
Fruits of Love, Loving Claim
I Ain’t Bluffing
Snow Ridge, Island Sand, Habibti
Repent, Bushfire
Midnight Lute, Pussycat Doll, Wonder Lady Anne L
Fatal Bullet
Coil, Go Between, Sealy Hill
Robe Tissage
Better Life
Afleet Express
Stay Thirsty, To Honor and Serve, Ruud Awakening

KENTUCKY DERBY
YEAR WON

WINNER

1990

Unbridled

SWS

% SWS

582

49

8.4%

4

1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999
2000
2001
2002
2004
2005

Strike the Gold
Lil E. Tee
Sea Hero*
Go for Gin*
Thunder Gulch*
Grindstone*
Silver Charm*
Real Quiet*
Charismatic
Fusaichi Pegasus*
Monarchos*
War Emblem*
Smarty Jones*
Giacomo*

610
332
554
402
2,252
468
503
599
384
1,663
400
101
355
211

25
20
30
13
93
20
15
18
10
69
15
8
20
12

4.1%
6.0%
5.4%
3.2%
4.1%
4.3%
3.0%
3.0%
2.6%
4.1%
3.8%
7.9%
5.6%
5.7%

0
0
0
0
1
0
0
1
0
1
1
1
0
0

Totals

9,416

417

4.4%

9

*Statistics exclude stallion’s current crop of 2-year-olds.

BEST OFFSPRING

Banshee Breeze, Grindstone, Red Bullet,
Empire Maker, Unbridled’s Song

Albert the Great
Point Given, Spain, Circular Quay, Balance
Birdstone
Midnight Lute, Pussycat Doll, Wonder Lady Anne L
Haradasun, Floral Pegasus, Roman Ruler, Champ Pegasus
Informed Decision
Robe Tissage
Better Life

Continued from page 3
That startling 3,106-horse discrepancy
in the number of foals is almost entirely
due to Coolmore Stud’s policy of fully exploiting its star stallions through shuttling to the Southern Hemisphere.
Thunder Gulch, the 1995 Derby and
Belmont winner, and 2000 Derby winner
Fusaichi Pegasus both began their Northern Hemisphere careers at Coolmore’s
Kentucky outpost at Ashford Stud in Versailles and shuttled to Australia right
from the start of their stud careers. Each
has sired at least 1,000 foals more than any
Preakness winner of the same era except
for Louis Quatorze, who began shuttling
later in his career. Among Preakness winners of the same era, only Bernardini began shuttling to the Southern Hemisphere
that early in his career.
At this point, 1990 Derby winner Unbridled remains the best sire produced by either race during the period under review,
but it is interesting that his rival Summer
Squall, who turned the tables on Unbridled at Pimlico after finishing second at
Churchill Downs, established a higher
percentage of stakes winners to foals despite fertility problems during his stud
career.
What Summer Squall failed to do that
Unbridled accomplished was to sire a son
to carry on his male line, since his 1999
Derby-Preakness winner, Charismatic, is
probably the worst sire to win either race
in the past two decades. Neither Charismatic nor Silver Charm, who accomplished the same double in 1997, managed
to sire a Grade 1 or Group 1 winner.
Every other Preakness winner since
1990 has managed to sire a Grade 1 winner
or champion, although none has climbed
to the top of the sire list. Bernardini, the
winner of the Preakness in 2006 and the
champion 3-year-old male that year, may
have the best chance of any recent Preakness winner of emulating the stallion
championships of male-line ancestor Bold
Ruler. With the excellent opportunity he
receives at his owner-breeder’s Darley
Stud at Jonabell, he has already sired five
Grade 1 or Group 1 winners in his first two
Northern Hemisphere crops and current
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Group 1 winner and likely champion New
Zealand 2-year-old filly Ruud Awakening
in the Southern Hemisphere.
Most of the rest of the Preakness winners since 1990 have been hit-or-miss
stallions. Real Quiet has sired champion
Midnight Lute, now a promising young
sire, as well as brilliant sprinter Pussycat
Doll and Coaching Club American Oaks
winner Wonder Lady Anne L, but only 3
percent stakes winners overall.
Similarly, 2001 Preakness-Belmont winner Point Given has sired Grade 1 winners
Coil and Go Between and Canadian champions Sealy Hill and Points of Grace, but
his 4 percent stakes-winners-to-foals rate
discouraged breeders from sending him
their best mares. Point Given may turn
out to be better suited to Brazil, where
he has sired four group stakes winners
among his current crop of Southern Hemisphere 3-year-olds.
Early 1990s Preakness winners Hansel, Pine Bluff, and Tabasco Cat were all
relatively solid sires of stakes winners
but never sired the “big horse” that would
have made them commercially popular.
Smarty Jones and Afleet Alex face a similar dilemma in the current commercial
market. Both have sired a respectable
number of stakes winners, but neither

shigeki kikkawa

War Emblem has proved to be a curious sire since his Derby-Preakness victories.
has made the splashy impact that attracts
commercial breeders in large numbers
with their best mares.
And then there is the curious case of
War Emblem. The winner of both the Derby and Preakness in 2002, War Emblem

was exported to Japan but has proved
only intermittently interested in covering
mares, despite the fact that his fertility
is technically normal. When he will consent to cover mares, he is clearly a very
good sire, as his 2012 Japanese champion

Sunday, May 19, 2013

PAGE 5

2-year-old filly Robe Tissage attests.
In a sense, many of the deleterious
changes to American racing since the
golden era of the 1970s have worked to
the disadvantage of the Kentucky Derby
as a selector of future stallions and to the
comparative advantage of the Preakness
Stakes. Twenty or more horses are now
routinely entered in the Derby, leading to
more chances for the best horse to suffer
insurmountable traffic problems, as happened with 2010 Preakness winner Lookin
At Lucky, who finished sixth in the Derby
after being slammed into the rail in the
early going.
Classic prospects also now race much
less frequently before the Derby than
they did prior to 1990, meaning that we
know far less about them before the first
classic. That is one very good reason for
the long odds recorded by Derby winners
like Mine That Bird, Giacomo, Funny
Cide, and Animal Kingdom in the past
decade. The Derby has, in a way, become
a prep race for the Preakness and Belmont that weeds out the pretenders from
the real contenders.
Those factors should continue to contribute toward making the Preakness and
Belmont better at selecting future stallions than the Derby.
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CLAIBORNE, PROMINENT CLIENTS
AT FOREFRONT OF TRIPLE CROWN HISTORY

Stuart Janney, whose family is a longtime client of Claiborne Farm, joins trainer Shug McGaughey (lower left) with Orb in the Kentucky Derby winner’s circle.

By Nicole Russo
Kentucky Derby winner Orb arrived at
Pimlico Race Course with his sights set
on joining an exclusive fraternity of Triple
Crown winners raised at historic Claiborne
Farm in Paris, Ky.
Regardless of the Preakness outcome,
Claiborne, in partnership with some of its
most prominent and loyal clients, already
has put its stamp on this Triple Crown season, marking yet another successful chapter in the operation’s storied history.
Orb, the latest top runner to emerge
from the longstanding business relationship between the Hancocks of Claiborne
Farm and the extended Phipps and Janney families, became the 10th Kentucky
Derby winner to be foaled and raised at
the farm. The Phipps and Janney families
board their mares and raise the resulting
offspring at Claiborne, with their top stallions typically returning to stand stud at
their birthplace.
“It’s very, very special,” Claiborne manager Bradley Purcell said of Orb’s Derby
win. “Especially to get one for the Phipps
and Janney families that have been very
loyal and dedicated families for years.”
After bypassing the Kentucky Derby,
Illinois Derby winner Departing was

among the new challengers waiting to
meet Orb in the Preakness Stakes. The
son of Claiborne sire War Front was cobred and is campaigned by the farm and
another prominent client, Adele Dilschneider. Orb and Departing were raised together as weanlings and yearlings, turned
out together in the same group from September 2010 to June 2011.
“It’s a very unique situation,” Purcell
said. “I wish we could tell you we knew
Orb was going to win the Kentucky Derby.
He was very handsome at an early age.
In the weanling stages, yearling stages,
both [Orb and Departing] were very nice
horses – solid bone, good size, attractive.
They looked like they were athletic, and
that’s what we’re going for. You make sure
they’re healthy and happy, and you let nature take its course.”
Claiborne has been at the top of the
sport for more than a century, a remarkable achievement made possible by family members who have guided the farm as
well as from having a strong client base
– owners and breeders who have access to
top mares and stallions.
The operation is now in the hands of a
third generation of the Hancock family,
and many of the farm’s employees are second- or third-generation.
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“Claiborne is a unique place to work,”
said Purcell, who himself was born at the
farm and followed his father into the operation. “It’s over 100 years in business, and
with the same family. There are many generations of families that work out there.
People take a lot of pride in what they do
out here.
“It’s like watching your two kids achieve
at the highest level,” he added of Orb and
Departing. “They both feel like our families and relatives out here.”
Claiborne was founded by Arthur Boyd
Hancock Sr., the son of Civil War veteran
Capt. Richard Hancock, who bred Thoroughbreds at his Ellerslie Farm in Virginia. A. B. Hancock later set up his operation
in Kentucky on acreage originally owned
by his wife’s family, the Clays. In the
farm’s early years, he imported and syndicated Sir Gallahad III and Blenheim II, the
sires of Triple Crown winners Gallant Fox
and Whirlaway.
The farm eventually passed to son
A. B. “Bull” Hancock Jr., who expanded
the farm and its influence, importing and
syndicating leading sires Ambiorix and
Nasrullah. The latter sired Bold Ruler,
the winner of the 1957 Preakness for Gladys Mills Phipps. He would reign as an
eight-time leading sire at Claiborne and

tom keyser

was best known for siring the immortal
Secretariat.
Other prominent horses bred by Bull
Hancock included Round Table, foaled in
the same barn on the same night as Bold
Ruler and eventually a leading sire in his
own right.
Bull Hancock’s sons, Arthur and Seth,
both followed him into the Thoroughbred business but would take divergent
paths to its pinnacle. Bull Hancock died
in 1972, and, following his wishes, an advisory committee – headed by Gladys’s son,
Ogden Phipps – convened to choose his
successor. Although the older of the two,
Arthur admitted to Sports Illustrated that
he was, in his younger days, “a freewheelin’, hard-drinkin’, guitar-pickin’, barbrawlin’, skirt-chasin’ fool.”
The advisory committee thus handed
over leadership of Claiborne to Seth, then
just 23. The first major piece of business
he handled was the syndication of Secretariat for a then-record $6.08 million prior
to his 3-year-old debut.
Arthur, who had honed his racing
knowledge by working for Eddie Neloy, a
former trainer for the Phipps family, later
sold his interest in Claiborne, turning his

Continued on page 8
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CLAIBORNE FARM
Continued from page 7

sames / Livingston coLLection

Secretariat wins the 1973 Kentucky Derby en route to a Triple Crown sweep after being syndicated by Claiborne’s Seth Hancock.

focus to developing Stone Farm, a property in Paris he had originally leased from
Bull. Both sons would eventually capture
the Kentucky Derby.
Arthur got there first, breeding and racing in partnership Gato Del Sol, the winner of the 1982 edition. Two years later,
Swale became the first horse to carry Claiborne’s famed gold silks to victory in the
Kentucky Derby. The son of Seattle Slew
went on to capture the Belmont Stakes but
died suddenly just days later.
Stone Farm captured a second Kentucky Derby in 1989, as its Sunday Silence,
owned in partnership, took the Derby and
Preakness. Finishing second in both races
was archrival Easy Goer, bred and raced
by Ogden Phipps. “I guess Mr. Phipps and
I have kind of exchanged dreams,” Arthur
Hancock told the Chicago Tribune at the
time. “I had a dream of running Claiborne, and he kept me from it. He had a
dream of winning the Kentucky Derby,
and I kept him from it.”
However, Easy Goer got the last laugh
that spring, denying Sunday Silence’s Triple Crown bid in the Belmont. Under the
leadership of Seth Hancock – along with
sisters Dell and Clay – Claiborne stood top
sires Mr. Prospector, Nijinsky II, Danzig,
and Unbridled and bred sires Nureyev
and Forty Niner. The influential farm celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2010, and
the following January, the operation was
honored with the Eclipse Award of Merit
for outstanding achievement in Thoroughbred racing.
“It’s more of a tribute to my grandfather
and father,” Seth Hancock told Daily Racing Form at the time. “My grandfather
started all this over here in Kentucky, and
my dad built it up into what it was, and I’m
just trying to keep it going.”
Like the Hancocks, the Phipps and Janney families have succeeded through multiple generations. Ogden Mills “Dinny”
Phipps said he began attending races at
Churchill Downs when his grandmother,
Gladys Mills Phipps, was campaigning
Bold Ruler. Gladys’s son, Ogden Phipps,
followed her into the game and bred nine
champions, including Buckpasser, Easy
Goer, and the unbeaten Personal Ensign.
Following in those footsteps, Dinny Phipps
has now bred and owned five champions.
Like Dinny Phipps, his cousin, Stuart Janney III, followed his parents, best

AN ABBREVIATED CLAIBORNE TIMELINE
1910

1930

Claiborne Farm
Claiborne-raised
established near Paris, Gallant Fox wins Triple
Ky., by A. B. Hancock
Crown.
Sr.

1935

Claiborne-raised
Omaha, a son of
Gallant Fox, wins Triple
Crown.

1941

Whirlaway, from
Claiborne stallion
Blenheim II’s first
U.S. crop, wins Triple
Crown.

1943

Claiborne-sired Count
Fleet wins Triple
Crown.

1954

Bold Ruler and Round
Table are foaled in the
same barn on the
same day.

1955

Nashua, from
Claiborne stallion
Nasrullah’s first U.S.
crop, named Horse of
the Year.

1959

Claiborne forms
partnership with
William Haggin Perry
that will last for 39
years and produce
more than 100 stakes
winners.

1967

Claiborne-raised
Buckpasser, a
champion for the
Phipps family,
syndicated for record
$4.8 million.

1972

Ruffian, bred by
Mr. and Mrs. Stuart
Janney Jr., is foaled
at Claiborne.
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known for breeding and racing the brilliant but ill-fated Ruffian, into the sport.
However, following the deaths of Stuart
Jr. and Barbara Janney, their son considered stepping back from racing. It was
his uncle, Ogden Phipps, who convinced
the younger Janney to remain involved,
agreeing to partner with him on his horses. After Ogden Phipps died in 2002, his
son, Dinny, continued to campaign horses
in partnership with his cousin.
For generations, the Phipps and Janney families have boarded their stock at
Claiborne, with prominent runners such
as Ruffian and Personal Ensign foaled at
the nursery. Following Personal Ensign’s
illustrious racing career, she returned
to Claiborne as a broodmare, producing
multiple Grade 1 winner My Flag (the dam
of champion Storm Flag Flying), Grade 1
winners Miner’s Mark and Traditionally,
and the Grade 1-placed Our Emblem, the
sire of dual classic winner War Emblem.
Orb, the latest classic winner raised by
the Hancocks for the Phipps/Janney operation, comes from four consecutive generations of mares bred by the family and
sired by Claiborne stallions. Fifth dam
Shenanigans, a daughter of Native Dancer who also produced Ruffian, was out of
Bold Irish, a mare the family acquired
from Bull Hancock.
“For families that have been in it as long
as they have, it was very special to see
them up in the winner’s circle of the Kentucky Derby,” Purcell said. “They’ve been
loyal to Claiborne; they listen to us. We’re
very blessed to have clients like that.”
Departing was bred and owned by
Claiborne in partnership with another
longtime client, Dilschneider. The granddaughter of John Olin, whose homebred
Cannonade won the 100th Kentucky Derby, Dilschneider first met Clay Hancock in
St. Louis, then began buying mares with
Seth’s advice in the 1990s.
In partnership, they campaigned Grade
1 winner Arch, who is now a productive
stallion. In Claiborne’s centennial year,
Arch’s son Blame, trained by Al Stall Jr.
for the partnership, handed Zenyatta the
only defeat of her career in the Breeders’
Cup Classic. Blame won an Eclipse Award
and now stands alongside his sire.
“They’re great people. The horse comes
first,” Stall, who trains Departing, said of
the Hancocks. “We actually go back a long,

Claiborne-sired Secretariat
is syndicated by Seth
Hancock for record $6.08
million, then sweeps Triple
Crown. His sire, Claiborne
stallion Bold Ruler, tops the
general sire list for a record
eighth time.

1977

Claiborne-sired Seattle
Slew sweeps Triple
Crown.

1979

Claiborne wins Eclipse
Award as outstanding
breeder.
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Photos By BarBara D. Livingston

Top: Three generations of Phipps mares
at Claiborne in 2006, from left, Personal
Ensign (with Gus Koch), My Flag (with
Seth Hancock), Storm Flag Flying (with
Charles Koch). Above, farm manager
Bradley Purcell. Left, the gravestones of
Secretariat and Mr. Prospector among
other horses buried near the farm office.

Continued on page 10
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1981

Future leading sires Mr.
Prospector and Danzig
arrive at Claiborne.

1984

Homebred Swale wins
Kentucky Derby and
Belmont Stakes but dies
just days later. Claiborne
sets single-season
earnings record as leading
American breeder and
wins a second Eclipse.

1988, ‘89

Farm client Ogden
Phipps is America’s
leading breeder by
earnings, campaigning
champion and future
Claiborne sire
Easy Goer.

2008

Danzig becomes first
American-based sire to
reach the 200-stakeswinner milestone.

2010

Claiborne celebrates 100th
anniversary as homebred
Blame wins three Grade
1 races, including the
Breeders’ Cup Classic. The
farm is honored with the
Eclipse Award of Merit for
outstanding achievement
in Thoroughbred racing.

2013

Claiborne-raised
Orb wins Kentucky Derby.
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CLAIBORNE FARM
Continued from page 9
long time. When I was a kid, my grandfather and father, they knew not to follow
empty wagons, and they tried to breed
their mares to Claiborne’s stallions going back to Tom Rolfe, and Drone, and the
horses like that.
“And Seth and his dad were always – or
his dad at first and then Seth – were always
kind enough to let a mare or two come in
there, and so there’s always been that connection. And then it goes down the line
a little further, and we try and keep our
others working for Claiborne Farm, and I
worked – the only person I’ve ever worked
for in the racetrack was [former Claiborne
trainer] Frank Brothers.
“And so, you know, we’re kind of all tied
in, and when Seth gave me a phone call and
we met years ago, and he said, ‘I want to
give you a majority of the horses,’ he was
very excited, and we got very lucky with
Blame in the first crop, I believe it was, and
we’ve been together ever since, and hopefully we can keep going forward.”
Another famed Claiborne client was the
Meadow Stable of Christopher Chenery,
which shares its own piece of racing lore
with the Phipps family. While Bold Ruler
was standing at Claiborne, Chenery – a
friend of the Phipps family – would send
two mares to the stallion each year for two
years, with ownership deciding by a coin
flip which of the two families would own
which resulting foal.
In 1969, Bull Hancock was a witness as
New York Racing Association Chairman
Alfred Vanderbilt flipped the coin that
gave first choice of that year’s two foals,
and Dinny Phipps chose the Something–
royal filly The Bride, who eventually was
winless in four starts. As the loser of the
coin toss, Meadow Stable was left with a
weanling colt out of Hasty Matelda named
Rising River – and Meadow Stable also
would have first pick of the foals from the
two mares the next year.
However, Hasty Matelda was barren in
1970, so with the first pick that year, Meadow
Stable ended up with the only foal, Secretariat. Both the Triple Crown winner and his
stablemate, 1972 dual classic winner Riva
Ridge, eventually entered stud at Claiborne.
Riva Ridge also had been raised at the farm.
Other prominent clients over the decades included the late William Haggin Perry, who bred and raced many high-class
runners in partnership with Claiborne,
including 1979 Belmont Stakes winner
Coastal and 1992 and 1993 Breeders’ Cup
Mile winner Lure. The latter, a son of Danzig trained by current Phipps family trainer Shug McGaughey, will be inducted into
the Racing Hall of Fame in August.
“Lure was an incredible athlete,” Dell
Hancock said. “Since he was one of the
last horses we had in partnership with Mr.
Perry, we are doubly thrilled that he is being recognized.”
The farm’s current clients include Joe
Allen, represented as a breeder by Derby
starter Lines of Battle this year.
“We’re blessed to have good people, good
clients, who always think of what’s best
for the horse,” Purcell said. “They’re very
patient about what we do and what we tell
them, and they listen to our advice.”

BarBara D. Livingston

Photographs of some of Claiborne’s historic sires adorn a barn wall above the halters of the farm’s working stallions.

NOTABLE HORSES FOALED AND
RAISED AT CLAIBORNE FOR PHIPPS
AND JANNEY FAMILIES

KENTUCKY DERBY WINNERS FOALED AND
RAISED AT CLAIBORNE FARM

KENTUCKY DERBY WINNERS SIRED
BY CLAIBORNE STALLIONS
A total of 15 Kentucky Derby winners,
including six Triple Crown winners, have
been sired by 12 stallions who spent all
or part of their stud careers at Claiborne.

Private Terms: Grade 1 winner, sire

Ten Kentucky Derby winners, including two
Triple Crown winners, have been foaled and
raised at Claiborne. The group includes three
horses bred solely or in partnership by the
Hancock family; Swale is the only Derby winner
to carry the farm’s colors to victory in the classic.

Icecapade: Grade 2 winner, sire

1930: Gallant Fox

Gallant Fox: Omaha (1935)

Bold Ruler: Champion, Preakness Stakes winner, leading sire, Hall of Fame

Ruffian: Champion filly, Hall of Fame

Sir Gallahad III: Gallant Fox (1930),
Gallahadion (1940), Hoop, Jr. (1945)

Numbered Account: Champion filly, producer

Bred and owned by Belair Stud

Personal Ensign: Unbeaten champion,

1935: Omaha

Broodmare of the Year, Hall of Fame

Bred and owned by Belair Stud

Reigh Count: Count Fleet (1943)

Seeking the Gold: Multiple Grade 1 winner, sire

1939: Johnstown

Bold Ruler: Secretariat (1973)

Easy Goer: Champion, Belmont Stakes winner,
sire, Hall of Fame

Bred by A. B. Hancock Sr.; owned by Belair Stud

1947: Jet Pilot

My Flag: Multiple Grade 1 winner, producer

Bred by A. B. Hancock and Mrs. R. A. Van Clief;
owned by Maine Chance Farm

Storm Flag Flying: Champion filly

1971: Canonero II

Orb: Kentucky Derby winner

Bred by Edward B. Benjamin;
owned by Edgar Caibett

1972: Riva Ridge

Bred and owned by Meadow Stable

1984: Swale

Bred and owned by Claiborne Farm

1986: Ferdinand

Bred by Howard Keck; owned by Elizabeth Keck

1995: Thunder Gulch

Bred by Peter Brant; owned by Michael Tabor

2013: Orb

Bred and owned by Stuart S. Janney III
and Phipps Stable

Blenheim II: Whirlaway (1941), Jet Pilot (1947)

Bold Reasoning: Seattle Slew (1977)
Nijinsky II: Ferdinand (1986)
Polish Navy: Sea Hero (1993)
Unbridled: Grindstone (1996)
Mr. Prospector: Fusaichi Pegasus (2000)
Our Emblem: War Emblem (2002)
Boundary: Big Brown (2008)
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Midlantic sale seeks more of same
By Glenye Cain Oakford
When Fasig-Tipton’s Midlantic division holds its sale of 2-year-olds in training Monday and Tuesday, it will have at
least three things going for it even before
the first bid rolls in: an apparently fervid
market for quality juveniles, new optimism about Maryland and regional racing, and excitement following Saturday’s
Preakness Stakes at nearby Pimlico.
The Midlantic auction will take place
in Timonium, Md., just two days after the
Triple Crown’s second jewel, and it could
be in line to continue the robust gains
seen at 2013’s early select 2-year-old auctions.
The Midlantic sale should benefit from
an improved economic outlook for Maryland’s Thoroughbred industry, including
bigger, slots-fattened purses.
“Clearly, we’ve seen some increases in
purses in Maryland, and from people you
talk to, there seems to be some renewed
interest and enthusiasm about racing
in Maryland,” said Fasig-Tipton Chief
Executive Boyd Browning. “It’s really
a regional market as well. Maryland’s a
bright spot, Pennsylvania’s very good,
New York is obviously a key portion of
the Mid-Atlantic racing circuit, and that
scene is going great guns, and it was also
encouraging to see a great start to Monmouth. There’s positive momentum for
racing throughout the region.
“The entire mood in Maryland racing
is much improved from what it was a year
ago,” he added. “We think we’ll have a
very strong sale and are really looking
forward to it.”
If the Midlantic 2-year-old auction
spins off more gains, it will be picking
up where last year’s sale left off. The
2012 buyback rate cast a shadow, rising
to 24 percent from 2011’s figure of 18 percent, but the auction house’s financial
returns were firmly in the plus column.
The two-day 2012 auction ended with 312
juveniles bringing $16,721,000, 3 percent
higher than the previous year’s total for
343 horses. And the median and average
– $28,000 and $53,953 – were up by 12 percent and 13 percent. The sale topper, the
unraced Magic Daddy, brought a $575,000
final bid from Mercedes Stable.
The early spring’s select 2-year-old
auctions generally performed even better than last season. The four major boutique juvenile sales – the Barretts March,

Fasig-Tipton Florida, Ocala Breeders’
Sales Co.’s March, and Keeneland April
sales – all rang up double-digit gains in
average and median. The OBS March auction also set records for average ($158,632)
and median ($127,500) and equaled a sale
record for its top price, the $1.8 million
that Stonestreet Stables paid for King’s
Equine agency’s Smart Strike-Mini Sermon colt.
A more recent good sign: The OBS
April sale, offering a much larger catalog than any of the small, boutique auctions, also set records across the board.
Its average soared by 39 percent to
$60,535, and the $35,000 median was up
30 percent from last year. The one-day
Barretts May sale of 2-year-olds in training continued the trend, posting doubledigit increases in gross, average, and
median, with a healthy 63 percent rise in
gross receipts.
“I think we’re seeing the impact of supply and demand,” Browning said, referring to the 35 percent decline in the North
American Thoroughbred foal crop since
2006. “There is a need for horses at the
racetrack right now, and there’s a lot of
momentum headed into this sale.”
The boutique auctions often produce
all-or-nothing markets these days, with
money flush for the horses whom bidders deem the catalog’s best, but much
slimmer pickings for sellers with horses
who aren’t among the chosen few. Like
the OBS April sale, Fasig-Tipton Midlantic offers a larger catalog of 425 juveniles (through Tuesday, that number
had dropped to 321 due to scratches).
The bigger catalog could attract a wide
range of buyers, including some who
are returning to the Free State and the
region because of the improved racing
economics.
“From talking to trainers and owners there, I think there is additional interest, and some from people who may
have cut back their horse production
or horse racing when they got a little
discouraged with Maryland racing,”
Browning said. “Trainers are saying
they’ve got people interested who are
new to the game.”
The Fasig-Tipton Midlantic sale will
take place at the Maryland State Fairgrounds in Timonium. Sessions begin
daily at 10 a.m. Eastern. The under-tack
breeze shows were scheduled for last
Wednesday and Thursday.

Horses to watch at two-day
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic sale
By Joe Nevills
The horses to watch at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic sale of 2-year-olds in training were selected
in advance of the important under-tack breeze
shows last Wednesday and Thursday, with the
selections based on the catalog page.

Hip No. 41, bay colt, by Colonel John—
Serena’s Sister, by Rahy, consigned by de Meric
Sales, agent.
A half-brother to Grade 2 winner Doubles Partner and three stakes-producing mares, the colt is
out of the Rahy mare Serena’s Sister, who is a full
sister to champion Serena’s Song. Serena’s Sister
is a producer of five winners from seven starters,
and the colt’s other notable family members
include Group 1 winner Sophisticat; Grade 2
or Group 2 winners Grade Reward, Harlington,
Noble Tune, and Fumino Imagine; and Grade 3 or
Group 3 winners Alabama Nana, Schramsberg,
Vocalised, Vivid Imagination, Wander Mom, and
Producer. He was a $50,000 purchase at the 2012
Fasig-Tipton Kentucky fall yearling sale.
Hip No. 44, dark bay or brown filly, by Smart
Strike—Shag, by Dixieland Band, consigned by
SAB Sales, agent.
A full sister to multiple Grade 2 winner Strike a
Deal, she is out of multiple stakes winner Shag,
who is the dam of three winners from as many
foals to race. She is from the family of Grade 2
winner Brass Scale and Grade 3 winner Vladivostok. The filly brought $25,000 at last year’s
Keeneland September yearling sale.
Hip No. 75, chestnut filly, by Giant’s Cause-

way—St. Helen’s Shadow, by Septieme Ciel,
consigned by Secure Investments.
Out of the stakes-winning Septieme Ciel mare
St. Helen’s Shadow, the filly is a half-sister to
Grade 1 winner and sire Officer, who is one of
three winners out of the dam from seven starters.
Her page includes South African champion
Splendid Ann and Grade 1 winner Splendid
Spruce. She was offered at the 2012 Keeneland
September sale but did not meet her reserve, with
a final bid of $57,000.

Hip No. 129, chestnut colt, by Malibu Moon—

Wishful Splendor, by Smart Strike, consigned by
Cary Frommer, agent.
The colt is out of the Grade 3-placed, stakeswinning Smart Strike mare Wishful Splendor,
who is the dam of five winners from five starters,
including Grade 2 winner Juanita and stakesplaced winners Sirocco Strike and Isla. His other
notable family members include Belmont Stakes
winner Da’ Tara, Grade 1 winner Private Persuasion, and Grade 3 winner Denis of Cork, who
finished second in Da’ Tara’s Belmont and third
in the Kentucky Derby. The colt was a $180,000
purchase at last year’s Fasig-Tipton Kentucky fall
yearling sale and was offered at the Fasig-Tipton
Florida sale of select 2-year-olds in training
earlier this year but was bought back with a final
bid of $285,000.

Hip No. 263, Big Fun, chestnut filly, by Giant’s
Causeway—Fun Crowd, by Easy Goer, consigned
by Kings Equine, agent.
Out of the Easy Goer mare Fun Crowd, a producer of six winners from eight to race, Big Fun
is a half-sister to Grade 1 winner Funny Moon,
multiple stakes winner Throng, and stakes-placed
winner Home Crowd. Other notable family members include champions Temperence Hill and
Vanlandingham; Group 1 winners Distant Music,
African Rose, and Termagant; Grade 2 or Group
2 winners Kirkwall and Canticum; and Grade 3
winner Top Hit. Big Fun was sold for $160,000 at
last year’s Keeneland September sale.
Hip No. 352, Oh Stormy, dark bay or brown filly,
by Stormy Atlantic—Meadow Flyer, by Meadowlake, consigned by Crane Thoroughbreds, agent
for Diamantaire LLC.
A three-quarters sibling to multiple Grade 1
winner and sire Henny Hughes, Oh Stormy is out
of the stakes-placed, winning Meadowlake mare
Meadow Flyer, who is the dam of nine winners
from 11 starters. She is from the family of Grade
2 winner Romano Gucci as well as Grade 3 or
Group 3 winners Shortley, Gin Talking, Dixie
Talking, Algar, Papillion, and Mobile Link. Oh
Stormy brought $30,000 at last year’s Keeneland
September sale.

Daily Racing Form
Launches

BARBARA D. LIVINGSTON

Best. In. Breed.
The DRF Breeding editorial team, led by breeding experts Mark Simon
and Glenye Oakford, is based in Lexington, KY.
Stallion Roster. Expanded sales and auction coverage. Up to the minute
breeding news. Pedigree handicapping. Sire lists. Watchmaker “Horses to
Watch.” Up and Coming Sires. Breeder/Owner spotlights and much more…
Plus, DRF Breeding appears every weekend in print editions of
Daily Racing Form nationwide.

/breeding

DRF BREEDING

Sunday, May 19, 2013

PAGE 13

HOT SIRE: ROCKPORT HARBOR

NEW RESIDENT LEADS IN PENNSYLVANIA

Photo courtesy oF DarLey

Rockport Harbor moved to Pennsylvania for the 2013 breeding season after six seasons in Kentucky and stands for a $7,500 stud fee at Pin Oak Lane Farm.

Fappiano 77
Unbridled 87
Gana Facil 81
Unbridled’s Song 93
Caro 67
Trolley Song 83
Lucky Spell 71

Rockport Harbor
Gray or Roan Horse
Foaled April 7, 2002

Tri Jet 69
Copelan 80
Susan’s Girl 69

Regal Miss Copelan 95
Banner Bob 82
Regal Pennant 88
Regal Relation 79

Mr. Prospector 70
Killaloe 70
Le Fabuleux 61
Charedi 76
Fortino II 59
Chambord 55
Lucky Mel 54
Incantation 65
Jester 55
Haze 53
Quadrangle 61
Quaze 57
Herculean 71
Senorita Bolinas 71
Kamaraan II 71
Regal Tad 72

By Patrick Reed
Rockport Harbor relocated to Pin Oak
Lane Farm in New Freedom, Pa., for the
2013 breeding season after standing his
first six seasons at Darley at Jonabell
Farm in Lexington, Ky. The 11-year-old
Unbridled’s Song stallion has acclimated
quite well to his new surroundings, as his
penchant for siring winners at all levels
has elevated him to the top of the Keystone
State’s general sire list heading into the
summer.
As of Monday, Rockport Harbor had
been represented by 49 winners – also tops
in the state – who had earned $1.5 million,
putting him some $350,000 ahead of second-place E Dubai.

“He’s the franchise here at the moment,”
William J. Solomon, Pin Oak Lane’s owner and manager and a veterinarian, said
of his new stallion. “He has more winners
than any other sire and more wins. We
think he will dominate the Pennsylvania
program over the years.”
From his first three crops ages 3 and
older, Rockport Harbor has sired 167
winners – with 12 stakes winners – who
have earned $11,127,521. He has sired two
graded stakes winners: May Day Rose,
who won the Grade 3 Railbird Stakes at
Hollywood Park in 2011 and is her sire’s
all-time leading earner in North America
at $399,570, and Pataky Kid, the winner of
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last year’s Grade 3 Arlington-Washington
Futurity. His top earner is Rhein Ange,
with $546,563 earned in Japan.
His runners have performed well across
the continent, with stakes winners also
coming at Saratoga, Woodbine, Delaware
Park, Northlands Park, Remington Park,
Colonial Downs, and SunRay Park.
Rockport Harbor’s leading earner in
2013 is the 3-year-old Fighting Hussar, who
is winless this year but had back-to-back
runner-up efforts in Southern California
in the Snow Chief Stakes and Echo Eddie
Stakes in his most recent starts, beaten
less than three-quarters of a length combined. The colt, bred in California by Thomas Bachman, also finished second in the
King Glorious Stakes as a juvenile and has
bankrolled $234,724 in 10 career starts.
He is out of the Grade 3-placed Lightning
Pace, by Regal Classic, and is from the
family of Grade 2 winner Soldat and Grade
3 winner Mulrainy.
The stallion’s other top runner this year,
Unfettered, is 3 for 3 in his career, including a win in last weekend’s SunRay Park
and Casino Handicap. The 3-year-old colt
was bred in Florida by Sally J. Andersen

and is out of the Phone Trick mare New
York Jessica, who is a half-sister to Grade
1 winner Unbridled Belle.
Rockport Harbor’s move to Pennsylvania marks a return to the place where
he first drew accolades for his talent as
a racehorse. His raw speed and precocity helped the state’s racing community
hold the spotlight during the second half
of 2004 after dual classic winner Smarty
Jones dominated the spring and early
summer.
Purchased by Rick Porter’s Fox Hill
Farm for $470,000 as a yearling at the 2003
Keeneland September sale, Rockport Harbor debuted at Philadelphia Park (now
Parx Racing) for trainer John Servis in
September 2004 and won his first two
starts, at 5 1/2 and 6 1/2 furlongs, by a
combined 16 1/4 lengths. Shipped to New
York, stretched out, and tested for class
in the one-mile, Grade 3 Nashua Stakes at
Aqueduct, the gray or roan colt made all
the pace and drew off to a 6 1/4-length win.
Rockport Harbor was challenged in
his final start as a juvenile, staving off
constant pressure from Galloping Grocer to win the Grade 2, 1 1/8-mile Remsen
Stakes at Aqueduct by a neck over that foe
in a gritty performance. Unfortunately,

the colt injured his right rear hoof in the
race and never would fully recapture his
2-year-old form over the next two seasons,
making only four more starts.
He returned as a 3-year-old to finish
second in the Grade 3 Rebel Stakes at
Oaklawn but would only race once more
that year. At 4, he won the Grade 3 Essex
Handicap at Oaklawn in his first start in
almost 9 1/2 months, but the scar from his
Remsen injury reopened in his next and final start in the 2006 Razorback Breeders’
Cup Handicap.
Rockport Harbor was then retired to
Darley to stand at stud with a career
record of five wins from eight starts and
$324,800 in earnings.
Out of the stakes-winning Copelan
mare Regal Miss Copelan and from the
family of Grade 2 winner Regally Appealing, Rockport Harbor possesses no
inbreeding in his first four generations.
Despite a less-than-superlative pedigree, the horse has carved out his niche
through the past half-decade as a productive middle-market stallion.
Standing for a $7,500 fee at Pin Oak
Lane, the horse attracted substantial interest from area breeders this spring, and
his racing accomplishments in Pennsylva-

nia and New York should add to his appeal
as a regional sire, Solomon said.
“One, he raced here with John Servis,
and he was very popular,” Solomon said
as he listed the stallion’s attributes. “Second, he is about as good-looking a horse as
you’ll ever lay your eyes on. He’s beautifully conformed, and he produces a lot of
speed, which is very helpful here, with the
kind of racing we have in the Northeast.
For an Unbridled’s Song, he’s got a lot of
horses that are [racing] two, three, and
four years. He’s got a lot of 5-year-old runners. It seems like his offspring are pretty
durable, more so than anybody would
have expected.”
E Dubai ranks second on this year’s
Pennsylvania sire list with $1.15 million
in progeny earnings. The Northview, Pa.,
resident led the state’s sires in 2012 at almost $8 million in progeny earnings, as
his son Fort Larned won the Breeders’
Cup Classic and the Whitney Invitational
Handicap.
Smarty Jones, Silver Train, and Jump
Start – solid performers all – round out the
top five. They are followed by Wiseman’s
Ferry, the sire of reigning Horse of the Year
Wise Dan; Petionville; the late champion
Real Quiet; Offlee Wild; and Eurosilver.

Pennsylvania’s Leading Sires
ROCKPORT HARBOR

• #1 Sire in Pennsylvania ($1.5 million progeny
earnings this year)

• #2 Sire in Northeast region (49 winners this year)
• Recent 2yo sold for $200,000 at OBS

• #1 Third Crop Sire in Northeast/Mid-Atlantic in 2012
2013 Stud Fee: $7,500

($5,000 for 2 or more mares,
$3,000 for 3 or more mares)

OFFLEE WILD
• #9 Sire in Pennsylvania

• Daughter Acting Naughty wins Gr. 3 Whimsical S.
at Woodbine (April 29)
• Sire of Eclipse Champion She Be Wild

Joy Gilbert Photos

• #1 Freshman Sire of His Crop AND the
#1 Juvenile Sire
2013 Stud Fee: $4,000
($3,000 with 2 or more mares,
$2,000 for 3 or more mares)

William J. Solomon, VMD, or Ann Schultz, Pin Oak Lane Farm
14781 Boyer Rd. • New Freedom, PA 17349 • (717) 235-4954

www.pinoaklane.com • annschultz@pinoaklane.com

