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HISTORY CHALLENGE

Test your knowledge of La Troienne’s legacy
By Ron Hale
Marcel Boussac was one of the most successful French owners and breeders of the
20th century. From the 1930s through the
1960s, he dominated the sport in his native
country and had remarkable success in England as well.
Boussac was the leading owner 19 times
and leading breeder 17 times in France. His
horses won the Prix du Jockey Club (French
Derby) 12 times, the Prix de Diane (French
Oaks) five times, and the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe six times.
But Boussac lacked patience. He got rid
of well-bred horses who did not quickly perform to his standards. One such filly was La
Troienne, whom Boussac sold at auction in
December 1930 at Newmarket. She was purchased for the American equivalent of $6,250
by trainer Dick Thompson for the Idle Hour
Stock Farm of Col. Edward Riley Bradley.
La Troienne was brought to Bradley’s
farm in Kentucky in foal to the magnificent
Gainsborough. Her first foal was put down,
but from then on, her success and that of
her descendants placed her at the zenith of
American broodmares. In the last eight decades, her blood has flowed through more
than 800 stakes winners.
In 1967, Churchill Downs changed the

name of its Oaks Prep Stakes to the La Troienne Stakes. In 2009, the La Troienne name
was shifted to take the place of the Louisville
Distaff for older females.
Test your knowledge of the broodmare
whose name will be honored again Friday
– Kentucky Oaks Day – at Churchill Downs.
1. Rachel Alexandra, Zenyatta, and Havre
de Grace were America’s first three consecutively elected female Horses of the Year. The
public is anxiously awaiting the appearance
on track of the first foals of these top racehorses. But success on the track does not always
translate to success in the breeding shed.
Many of racing’s so-called “blue hens” (a
term that traces back to the Revolutionary
War period and is used to describe highly
successful broodmares whose offspring also
carry on their success) were flops on the
track or never started at all.
La Troienne – a foal of 1926 – was by the
magnificent Teddy, whose son Sir Gallahad
III sired a record-tying three Kentucky Derby
winners (Gallant Fox, Gallahadion, and Hoop
Jr.). Her dam was Helene de Troie. What was
La Troienne’s record on the racetrack?
2. After La Troienne’s first foal was humanely put down, Bradley bred her in 1931
to his foundation sire, Black Toney, who had
already produced champion Black Gold (the
winner of the golden-anniversary Kentucky

Derby in 1924).
The result of this breeding to Black Toney
was a filly who would go on to win 15 of her
22 career starts, including victories over colts
in the Florida Derby and American Derby, and
the title of champion 3-year-old filly of 1935.
Bradley bred La Troienne to Black Toney
for the final time in 1936. The result was a
colt who won 11 of 15 career starts and was
voted champion 2-year-old male, and the following year, champion 3-year-old male and
Horse of the Year.
Both the filly and her full brother were later inducted in the National Museum of Racing Hall of Fame. Name the two champions.
3. La Troienne was bred only one other
time to Black Toney. That 1935 cover resulted
in a brown filly who won only four times in
two seasons, capturing just one stakes, the
Selima at Laurel.
By the early 1940s, racing titan Ogden
Phipps was becoming a believer in the La
Troienne line. He purchased this daughter of
Black Toney, then retired, from Bradley in a
private sale. The broodmare was a goldmine.
Among many others, she produced Hall of
Famer Searching, who in turn produced
Hall of Famer Affectionately.
Name the retired La Troienne offspring
purchased privately by Phipps.
4. In 1934, Bradley bred his second Ken-

tucky Derby winner, Bubbling Over (1926), to
La Troienne. The result was a bay filly who
raced two years, won only one of 11 starts,
and had career earnings of $1,800.
After the undistinguished career on the
track, this filly began her own illustrious career as a broodmare. Bred to War Admiral
in 1941, she produced Busher, the 1945 Horse
of the Year and one of the best female Thoroughbreds of the 20th century. Name the
dam of Busher.
5. La Troienne was bred in 1938 to Bradley’s
Blue Larkspur, whose loss in the 1929 Kentucky
Derby at odds of 8-5 may have been the result
of being improperly shod for the muddy track.
The outcome of the breeding was a brown
filly who was unplaced in her only two races.
When sent to the breeding shed, however, she
became another of the La Troienne offspring
to create a huge hoofprint on the sport.
All eight of the mare’s foals won. One,
Busanda, could beat any horse around
when she was in the mood. Her seven stakes
victories included wins over males in the
Suburban Handicap and back-to-back runnings of the Saratoga Cup. As a broodmare,
Busanda produced one of the sport’s true
greats. Name the La Troienne daughter who
produced Busanda.
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Frankel has book of the century
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
Debates over the identity of the greatest racehorse of all time are both forever
pointless and endlessly entertaining. I’ll
see your 31-length Belmont win by Secretariat and raise you Frankel’s 14 straight
wins. For racing’s equivalent to the hotstove league, there is no universally valid
and accepted method of comparing great
horses of different eras.
With the breeding season in full flower,
however, the thought occurs that comparing the quality of the broodmares such
greatness attracts to a stallion’s court is
more amenable to statistical analysis. Debate over which great racehorse covered
the best first book of mares thus might be
not only entertaining but conclusive.
When Secretariat retired to stud in 1974,
he was the most valuable animal on the
planet, with a record stud fee, and breeders
naturally sent him their best mares. Stallion management in the 1970s, of course,
was far different and far less aggressive
than in the new millennium. At the time,
the standard stallion syndicate called for
40 shares, which guaranteed one breeding right per share, plus various breeding
rights for syndicate managers, leading to
standard books of 40 to 50 mares.
Secretariat’s syndicate numbered only
32 shares, though additional breeding
rights were sold on an annual basis.
That paltry number of mares would be
seen as a guaranteed route to failure in today’s market, where that many yearlings
by a popular stallion might be offered in
a single book at the Keeneland September
yearling sale. In addition, Secretariat suffered from fertility problems in his first
season at stud caused by immature sperm.
As a result, his first crop, foals of 1975, resulted in only 28 named foals.
First books for more recent great racehorses are far more robust. Ghostzapper,
the most recent American horse to retire
with a record first-crop stud fee, sired
80 named foals in his first crop. Sea The
Stars, Europe’s most recent superstar prior to Frankel, has 118 foals in his first crop
of 2-year-olds racing this year.
As shown in the accompanying table,
Frankel is scheduled to cover 133 mares
in his first book, and comparisons of the
standard measures of broodmare quality
among the four stallions lead to some interesting conclusions.
First, it must be noted that the numbers
in Frankel’s column and the numbers in
the other three columns do not represent
exactly the same thing. The numbers for
Frankel represent the mares currently
booked to Timeform’s all-time top-rated
racehorse in his first book, while the numbers for Secretariat, Ghostzapper, and Sea
The Stars represent actual foals in their
respective first crops.
That makes no real difference to the statistical comparisons, since fertility does
not vary significantly with racing class.
Whether a mare conceives and delivers a
live foal in a given year is not correlated

Press AssociAtion imAges

Frankel, with Tom Queally aboard, wins the 2011 Sussex Stakes at Goodwood for victory No. 8 in his 14-race winning streak.
with racing or producing class.
Secondly, the three main sections of the
table represented by subtotals in bold type
are mutually exclusive. The first criterion
for determining whether a broodmare
might be worthy to breed to a stallion of
the quality (and price) of Frankel, Secretariat, Ghostzapper, or Sea The Stars is
racing class. Thus, the first section of the
table details the percentages for each stallion of Grade/Group 1 winners, Grade/
Group 2 and 3 winners, and stakes winners.
If a broodmare is not herself a graded
stakes winner or stakes winner, the next
question is whether she has produced
graded winners or stakes winners. Thus,
the next section of the table enumerates
the non-stakes-winning mares who had
already produced Grade/Group 1 winners,
other graded stakes winners, or stakes
winners at the time they were covered.
Please note that the Grade/Group 1 winners, other graded stakes winners, and
stakes winners also may have produced
graded winners or stakes winners, but
they are not included in the second section

Continued on page 4

COMPARISON OF FIRST BOOKS
FRANKEL

SECRETARIAT

GHOSTZAPPER

SEA THE STARS

Mares/foals
G1 wnrs (%)
GSW (%)
SW (%)
subtotals:

133
38 (28.6%)
22 (16.5%)
18 (13.5%)
78 (57.9%)

28
5 (17.9%)
8 (28.6%)
1 (3.6%)
14 (50%)

80
12 (15%)
20 (25%)
22 (27.5%)
54 (67.5%)

118
17 (14.4%)
17 (14.4%)
21 (17.8%)
55 (46.6%)

G1 prod. (%)
GSW prod. (%)
SW prod. (%)
subtotals:

19 (14.3%)
6 (4.5%)
6 (4.5%)
31 (23.3%)

6 (21.4%)
3 (10.7%)
0
9 (32.1%)

5 (6.3%)
5 (6.3%)
5 (6.3%)
15 (18.8%)

25 (21.2%)
9 (7.6%)
4 (3.4%)
38 (32.2%)

15 (11.3%)
2 (1.5%)
3 (2.3%)
20 (15%)

5 (17.9%)
0
0
5 (17.9%)

4 (5%)
2 (2.5%)
2 (2.5%)
8 (10%)

16 (13.6%)
4 (3.4%)
3 (2.5%)
23 (19.5%)

4 (3%)

0

3 (3.8%)

2 (1.7%)

Sib. G1 (%)
Sib. GSW (%)
Sib. SW (%)
subtotals:
Others
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SPARKMAN
of the table since it is presumed
that being a graded stakes winner or stakes winner is sufficient
qualification.
If a broodmare is neither a
stakes winner or better, nor a
graded stakes or stakes producer,
then what are her qualifications
for breeding to a top stallion? As
the table shows, for a stallion of
this quality, almost invariably
they will be siblings to top racehorses divided along similar categories to the first two divisions of
the table. Again, the broodmares
counted in this section of the table
were neither stakes winners nor
stakes producers at time of cover.
As shown in the table, Frankel
has attracted the highest percentage of Grade/Group 1-winning
mares to his book that the others
compared, and by a substantial
margin. When one considers all
stakes winners, including Grade/
Group 1 winners, however, the
picture changes, and Ghostzapper
comes out on top since 67.5 percent
of the dams of the foals in his first
crop are stakes winners.
The percentage of stakes winners is so high in the first books of
Frankel and Ghostzapper that the
percentages of graded stakes and
stakes producers are necessarily
lower than for Secretariat and Sea
The Stars. It is obvious from the
various statistics, though, that except for the substantial advantage
Frankel enjoys with Group/Grade
1 winners, the first books of these
four great racehorses are similar
in many ways.
Still, it is hard to fathom the
depth of racing class of Frankel’s
first book. The list (kindly provided by Juddmonte) includes six
winners of the English or French
Oaks, four Breeders’ Cup winners,
Japan Cup winner Vodka, Prix
de l’Arc de Triomphe and King
George VI and Queen Elizabeth
Stakes winner Danedream, and
two European Guineas winners.
The list of top producers is just
as impressive, including dams
of eight European classic winners, plus the dams of Breeders’
Cup winner Midday and Preakness Stakes winner Shackleford.
All of Europe’s leading breeders have sent some of their best
mares to Frankel, many of them
multiple mares, and several leading American breeders have
mares booked to the undefeated
champion as well.
One factor in the success of
any stallion is how well his pedigree meshes with the pedigrees
of the broodmare population he
serves. By the world’s best sire,
Galileo, out of Kind, by Danehill,
Frankel’s pedigree includes the
two most successful stallions of
the past 20 years in Europe, and
indeed the world: Sadler’s Wells,
the sire of Galileo; and Danehill,
who succeeded Sadler’s Wells
as England’s leading sire. Their

dominance of contemporary European breeding means that one
of those two names appears in the
pedigrees of many of the Grade/
Group 1 winners and other stakes
winners in the current European
broodmare population.
Historically, breeders have generally tried to avoid close inbreeding, but that habit has begun to
change, partly of necessity, in
the contemporary breeding environment, where larger books of
mares have concentrated pedigree
strains, particularly those descending from Northern Dancer,
like his son Sadler’s Wells and
grandson Danehill, in the Thoroughbred population.
Frankel himself carries a relatively high inbreeding coefficient
of 2.98 percent through the first
six generations due to his 3x4 inbreeding to Northern Dancer,
5x5 duplication of Buckpasser,
and additional duplications of
Natalma, Raise a Native, Native
Dancer, and Princequillo within
his first six generations. Inevitably, the average inbreeding coefficient of the 133 prospective foals
by Frankel is also relatively high
at 2.89 percent. All but 13 would
carry at least one additional cross
of Northern Dancer on the bottom
side, and more than one pedigree
will include as many as five total
crosses of Northern Dancer. Nineteen prospective foals would be
inbred to Sadler’s Wells, 12 inbred
to Danehill, two to both.
Despite traditional fears of inbreeding, that is unlikely to harm
the racing or breeding careers
of any of Frankel’s foals. Frankel is such a superior individual
physically and mentally, and his
pedigree is of such superior quality, that it is hard to imagine him
failing at stud. Some of his highquality offspring are bound to be
closely inbred.
As with Secretariat, though, the
odds are stacked heavily against
him siring a son or daughter as
good as he was. Despite being
widely considered a failure in his
lifetime, Secretariat sired 8.6 percent stakes winners, including
Horse of the Year Lady’s Secret,
champion 3-year-old male Risen
Star, and Canadian champion
Medaille d’Or. His most powerful
influence, though, was as a broodmare sire, his daughters producing important sires Storm Cat,
A.P. Indy, Gone West, Volksraad,
Summer Squall, Edgy Diplomat,
Holy Roman Emperor, Dehere, and
Chief’s Crown.
Frankel is in the midst of covering the book of the century. Because the sire provides 50 percent
of the genes of the offspring, on average, and the dam 50 percent, the
predicted genetic potential of his
first crop is bound to be as high as
any crop in history.
Only the racetrack will tell the
tale.
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HOT SIRE: GIANT’S CAUSEWAY

WINNING CAUSE IS LATEST GRADED
STAKES WINNER BY ‘IRON HORSE’
By Patrick Reed
When Giant’s Causeway was retired
to Coolmore’s Irish division for the 2001
breeding season, he immediately became
one of the most sought-after young sires
of his era due to his excellent pedigree
and his even-better ability as a racehorse.
The Kentucky-bred son of Storm Cat
out of Grade 3 winner Mariah’s Storm
had proven to be competitive at the highest level after relocating to Europe for
the bulk of his racing career, taking on
all comers at distances ranging from six
furlongs to about 1 5/16 miles.
No one could have predicted it at the
time, but Giant’s Causeway’s final start
– in which he returned to Kentucky and
finished a valiant second to Tiznow in
the 1 1/4-mile Breeders’ Cup Classic at
Churchill Downs, his only career start
on dirt – would prove to be a harbinger of his ultimate success at stud, with
his name coming to represent bedrock
bloodstock traits such as durability, versatility, and stamina.
Shipped once again to Kentucky to
stand the 2002 Northern Hemisphere season at Ashford Stud in Versailles after
one season in Ireland, Giant’s Causeway
rose to the upper echelon of the North
American general-sire list by the mid2000s and has remained there ever since.
Dubbed the “Iron Horse” by his European fans after winning six Group 1 races
and earning more than $3 million, Giant’s Causeway has lived up to that nickname and then some as a sire.
In 2005, when his first Ashford Studbred runners began their racing careers,
Giant’s Causeway’s son Shamardal had
already received the Cartier Award as
Europe’s champion 2-year-old male the
year before (Shamardal’s dam, the Machiavellian mare Helsinki, was bred to Giant’s Causeway in Ireland before returning to Kentucky and foaling Shamardal
in 2002).
Shamardal would win the French 1000
Guineas, French Derby and St. James’s
Palace Stakes in the spring and early
summer of 2005 and is now a prominent
sire at Darley’s Kildangan Stud in Ireland.
Shamardal’s performance was merely
the beginning, however, as by midsummer, Giant’s Causeway’s Footstepsinthesand had captured the English 2000 Guineas and the regally bred My Typhoon, a
future Grade 1-winning millionaire out
of Urban Sea and foaled in Ireland, picked
up her first two stakes wins on the MidAtlantic circuit.
Giant’s Causeway’s first crop included
15 stakes winners who earned more than
$15 million during their careers, high-

lighted by the aforementioned trio but
also including such graded and group
stakes luminaries as Aragorn, Maids
Causeway, and Naissance Royale.
More auspiciously in 2005, Giant’s
Causeway’s emerging juveniles proved
that Shamardal’s juvenile success in 2004
was no fluke. In late summer and into the
fall, Majestic Warrior captured Grade 1
stakes at Saratoga and Belmont, while
Frost Giant shipped to Ireland to win a
Group 3 stakes. Both are now young sires
at Ashford Stud and at New York’s Keane
Stud, respectively, and have gotten off to
promising starts.
The Iron Horse thus ended 2005 ranked
seventh on the North American generalsire list. He has not ranked lower than
that since, moving up to sixth in 2006,
ending at fifth in 2007, jumping to second
in 2008, and then leading the list in 2009
and 2010.
Impressively, some of his highest earners in the late 2000s were late-developing
foals from his 2003 crop, such as Grade 1
winners Carriage Trail (2008 Spinster)
and Heatseeker (foaled in Ireland, 2008
Santa Anita Handicap) and Grade 2 winners Fairbanks (2008 Hawthorne Gold
Cup) and Neko Bay (2010 San Pasqual).
Frost Giant, a Group 3-winning juvenile in 2005, would, in fact, enjoy his most
productive season in 2008, capturing the
Grade 1 Suburban at Belmont.
In 2011, Giant’s Causeway ranked
fourth on the general-sire list, but he
recaptured the top spot in 2012, as his
overall progeny earnings passed the $100
million mark. As of April 23, he sat right
behind War Front in sixth on the generalsire list with more than $2.86 million in
progeny earnings, but he takes a backseat
to no stallion in terms of contemporary
influence.
At 16, he continues to draw a large,
elite book (he bred to 166 Northern Hemisphere mares in 2012), and his $85,000 fee
is indicative of both his commercial influence (six-figure yearling and juvenile
averages in 2012 and 2013, respectively)
and the fact that he produces a handful of
top-class runners in every crop.
Giant’s Causeway’s stature is such
that a full brother with a modest race
record (Freud) can receive enough support to become one of the most productive regional sires in the United States
(at Sequel Stallions in New York), and
lightly raced progeny such as Stonesider
also can gain a foothold in the U.S. market as stallions.
He has produced superior runners
over all surfaces and distances but, as
befits his nickname, has done especially
well as a sire of horses who welcome a
route of ground. That makes it all the

Storm Bird 78
Storm Cat 83
Terlingua 76
Giant’s Causeway 97
Rahy 85
Mariah’s Storm 91
Immense 79

Winning Cause

Chestnut Colt
Foaled February 19, 2010

Mr. Prospector 70
Kingmambo 90
Miesque 84

Raffishing Look 04
Storm Cat 83
Touch of Truth 96
Grenzen 75

more notable that Giant’s Causeway has
not yet sired a U.S. classic winner, although bad luck certainly played a role
in 2010, when likely Kentucky Derby favorite Eskendereya missed the race due
to injury and was subsequently retired.
Despite his 3-year-old son Winning
Cause’s win April 20 at Keeneland in the
Coolmore Lexington Stakes, it is probable that Giant’s Causeway will not be
represented in the Kentucky Derby on
Saturday.
Winning Cause improved to 3 for 3 on
Keeneland’s Polytrack and picked up his
first stakes win by a length in the 1 1/16mile, Grade 3 Lexington, giving him 20
qualifying points in Churchill Downs’s
Road to the Kentucky Derby series and
placing him on the fence approaching the
classic. The colt’s connections, however,
said there was a strong chance that they
would keep Winning Cause on synthetic
for the time being and target a race such
as Woodbine’s Marine Stakes in late May
for his next start.
Winning Cause, out of the winning
Kingmambo mare Raffishing Look, has
a very interesting pedigree that features
a 2x3 cross of Storm Cat as well as the
highly successful Storm Cat-Kingmambo
mare nicking pattern. His second dam,
the winning Storm Cat mare Touch of
Truth, also produced Society Hostess,
by Seeking the Gold, who was a Grade 3
winner and Grade 1-placed in the United
States and also won a stakes in Europe.
Touch of Truth is a half-sister to Grade
1 winner and sire Twilight Agenda, and
another of her siblings, the Grade 3-placed
Market Slide, by Gulch, was named Ireland’s Broodmare of the Year in 2002. She
produced English classic winner and sire

Northern Dancer 61
South Ocean 67
Secretariat 70
Crimson Saint 69
Blushing Groom 74
Glorious Song 76
Roberto 69
Imsodear 67
Raise a Native 61
Gold Digger 62
Nureyev 77
Pasadoble 79
Storm Bird 78
Terlingua 76
Grenfall 68
My Poly 61

Refuse to Bend, Australian Group 1 winner Media Puzzle, and two stakes-placed
winners.
Touch of Truth, Twilight Agenda, and
Market Slide are out of multiple Grade 2
winner Grenzen, by Grenfall, whose pedigree branch extends to include notables
such as 1990 Belmont winner Go and Go,
Tattersalls Gold Cup winner Casual Conquest, and Grade/Group 2 winners Calming Influence and Steel Light.
Although Winning Cause may skip the
Kentucky Derby, his genetic foundation
suggests that he could perform very well
over any surface as he continues to develop. In this, he is but the latest member
of a versatile cohort of Giant’s Causeway
runners destined to maintain their sire’s
position at or near the top of the North
American rankings for the foreseeable
future.
Giant’s Causeway’s best chance for a
classic win this spring may come in Europe with Coolmore’s Tableaux, who broke
his maiden in the Group 2 Prix Noailles at
Longchamp two days after Winning Cause
won the Lexington.
Bred in Kentucky by Galleria Bloodstock, the 3-year-old colt was purchased
by Demi O’Byrne for $330,000 at the 2011
Keeneland September yearling sale and is
out of the multiple stakes-winning Hansel
mare Golden Antigua, whose 2004 foal by
Giant’s Causeway, Giant Gizmo, won two
Grade 3 stakes and earned more than
$500,000.
Tableaux picked up his first win in
his fourth career start, a turf race going
about 1 1/4 miles, and becomes another
of leading French trainer Andre Fabre’s
possible candidates for the French Derby
on June 2.
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Phillips shepherds Darby Dan’s
legacy into 21st century

By Glenye Cain Oakford

Photos by bArbArA D. Livingston

John Phillips, the grandson of Darby Dan Farm founder John Galbreath,
runs the picturesque 618-acre farm in Lexington, Ky.

John Phillips remembers the moment
clearly. He was attending a conference in
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., listening to the
late auction executive John Finney discuss the usual evolution of major Thoroughbred breeding farms.
Phillips had good reason to listen intently. The grandson of Darby Dan founder John Galbreath, Phillips had recently
moved from a law practice in Ohio to
Lexington, Ky., where his uncle, Dan Galbreath, then operated the famous breeding
and racing concern. Phillips was taking
on a dream job as a third-generation manager at one of the Thoroughbred sport’s
most successful entities. But Finney offered a stark picture.
“He made a side point, but it was a significant point for me,” Phillips said of
Finney’s speech. “He said, ‘The usual
evolution of a farm is that it comes out of
a private tradition that was the result of

somebody’s passion, that person passes
away, the farm tries to make a transition
into the commercial world, and it fails and
disappears.’ I thought, ‘This is a possible
future for Darby Dan – or a lack of future.’
It struck me profoundly.”
Between John Galbreath’s and Phillips’s times, the Thoroughbred sport had
become an industry, with stallions breeding upward of 100 mares a year in two
hemispheres and a shifting emphasis from
stamina toward speed, from the racetrack
to the yearling sale ring.
Galbreath undoubtedly would be
pleased that his grandson, now 60, has
helped Darby Dan’s homebreeding powerhouse make the delicate transition to
a successful commercial breeding farm.
Today, the 618-acre Lexington nursery
stands nine stallions – including Grade
1 winners and first-year stallions Shackleford, Dialed In, and Jersey Town – and
offers boarding, sales agency, and quarantine services. The farm also breeds for
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Grade 1 winner Winter Memories, now retired at Darby Dan, traces her lineage back to one of the farm’s foundation broodmares, Golden Trail.

the market, offering its colts annually at
yearling auctions.
Galbreath might have been perplexed
by Thoroughbred breeding’s current
commercial slant, but he’d still recognize many of the pedigrees among some
25 mares Darby Dan owns alone or in
partnership. Through them, Phillips has
carefully maintained and cultivated one
of Darby Dan’s most prized assets: its deep
families, many of which Galbreath introduced between the farm’s founding in 1935
and his death in 1988.
“Honestly, I couldn’t participate in the
industry without these families,” Phillips
said, “because I wouldn’t have the wherewithal to acquire them independently
now. In that regard, I totally acknowledge
that the successes we’ve had were set
up generations ago. I would not be good
enough or lucky enough, probably, to do
that on my own. We all have to maintain a
lot of humility because as soon as we think
it’s us, we’ll get brutally corrected by the

horse. And it is all about the horse.”
Winter Memories is just one example
of how old Darby Dan families, thoughtfully sustained, have continued to pay
dividends. Raced by Phillips and his sisters, Dianne Albrecht and Debbie Bower,
the dual Grade 1 winner harks back to one
of their grandfather’s best mares, Golden
Trail. Galbreath got her in 1962 (along
with Flower Bowl, the future dam of Darby Dan’s influential stallion Graustark)
after the death of her previous owner, Isabel Dodge Sloane.
Golden Trail was aptly named: The
Darby Dan family she launched stretches
from Darby Creek Road to Dynaformer to
Offlee Wild to U S Ranger. Mated to Graustark, she produced stakes winner Java
Moon; bred to Darby Dan’s 1974 Preakness
and Belmont Stakes winner, Little Current, Java Moon produced All My Memories. That mare visited Silver Hawk, a son

Continued on page 10

bArbArA D. Livingston

DARBY DAN FEMALE LINES

Top horses from female families that were developed by Darby Dan
FOUNDATION
MARE

TOP HORSES IN THE FAMILY

Banquet Bell

Chateaugay, Primonetta, Little Current, Hard Spun, Cum Laude Laurie,
Prince Thou Art, Prayers’n Promises, Drill

Rarelea

Bramalea, Roberto, Aspen Rose

Golden Trail

Dynaformer, Brian’s Time, Sunshine Forever, Ryafan, Memories of Silver, Winter Memories,
To Honor and Serve, Rahy’s Attorney, Offlee Wild, Lines of Battle, Monarchos,

Soaring

Soaring Softly, Plenty of Grace, Mehmet, Devil’s Bag, Glorious Song, Singspiel, Sligo Bay,
Rakeen, Campanologist, Saint Ballado, Ameriflora, Grass Wonder, Wonder Again, Tribulation

Darby Dunedin Proud Clarion, Knightly Dawn, Black Beard
War Ribbon

Proud Truth, Arum Lily, Our Captain Willie

Flower Bowl

Graustark, His Majesty, Bowl of Flowers

Queen’s Paradise Tempest Queen, Love You by Heart, Steal a Kiss

Bravura
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Candalita, Hail the Pirates, Script Ohio, Toussaud, Empire Maker, Chester House, Honest Lady,
First Defence, Funny Cide
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A special moment in 2003, when Darby Dan Farm’s four winners of the Queen Elizabeth II Challenge Cup pose in front of the main house: from left, Plenty of Grace
(1990) with managing partner T. Wayne Sweezey, Tribulation (1993) with broodmare manager Jennifer Shupe, Memories of Silver (1996) with managing partner
John Phillips, and Love You By Heart (1988) with farm administrator Carol Schmelz.

of one of Galbreath’s most prized runners
and sires, Roberto, and produced the outstanding racemare Memories of Silver.
She won six turf stakes for Phillips and his
mother, Joan, before retiring and producing Winter Memories.
Fifty years after she produced her first
Darby Dan foal, Golden Trail still has a
profound influence. Winter Memories
won last year’s Grade 1 Diana Stakes and
the 2011 Garden City Stakes and was the
runner-up to More Than Real in the 2010
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies Turf for the
Phillips Racing Partnership.
“People don’t always realize the studying you do to duplicate families like Darby
Dan’s families from the ’50s and the ’60s,”
said Darby Dan stallion manager Ryan
Watson. “A lot of the broodmares, you can
trace them back, generation after generation, to the beginning of Darby Dan Farm.
John’s breeding program is designed specifically to keep the families alive.”
But Phillips demurs when anyone cred-

its him with turning Darby Dan from private juggernaut to commercial concern.
Instead, he points to the farm’s employees,
including Watson, general manager Robert Hammond, stallion director Ryan Norton, sales director Tommy Eastham, and
broodmare manager Adolfo Martinez,
among others.
“One should never use the ‘I word’
around Darby Dan,” Phillips said. “I’m a
real believer in the team concept. It needs
to have a focal point, for sure, but I’m adamant that we need to have some consensus
and team-building. My grandfather was
kind of like that: [he would say] ‘I want to
hear the arguments. Don’t be defensive,
and tell me what you think.’
“I don’t perceive myself to be a horseman in the classic sense, but I do have
enough common sense to surround myself with good people and then let them do
their work, and I have a sense of the business of horses.”
Phillips arrived at Darby Dan in 1986, at

a time of great change. Galbreath was 89,
just two years away from death, and his
son, Dan – for whom the farm was named
– was soon to be consumed by family-business affairs away from the farm. Meanwhile, the game itself was rapidly shifting
from private homebreeding to commercial
breeding, and the kind of sires Darby Dan
had stood – those with stamina and turf
prominent in their pedigrees and performances – were going out of fashion as
commercial breeders and their customers
looked for fast-maturing sprinter types.
“We were changing from stallions that
were classically oriented and closely
held to stallions that were broadly held
and who had to relate to the commercial
market as much as they had to relate to
the racetrack,” said Phillips, Darby Dan’s
owner since 1997, two years after Dan
Galbreath’s death. “Horses who had very
useful, if not excellent, progeny may not
have been commercial successes. And,
conversely, there were horses who had tre-

mendous commercial success who were
merely useful stallions.
“On top of that landscape, there was a
real change to American speed. While the
Derby was still the race everyone wanted
to win, the distance races seemed to lose
their appeal in the ’90s.”
Darby Dan, by contrast, was famous for
John Galbreath’s investment in classic
horses. He had imported the undefeated Ribot and multiple champion Sea-Bird from
Europe and stood 1955 Kentucky Derby
winner Swaps and 1959 Belmont winner
Sword Dancer, both of whom had average
winning distances of more than a mile.
Those sires had been hugely successful
for Darby Dan in Galbreath’s day. Ribot
got His Majesty and the speedy Graustark, and Swaps sired Darby Dan’s first
Kentucky Derby winner, 1963 victor Chateaugay. Then came 1967 Derby winner
Proud Clarion, 1972 Epsom Derby winner
Roberto, 1974 Preakness and Belmont winner Little Current, and 1985 Breeders’ Cup
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Above: Swaps, the 1955 Kentucky Derby winner, stood at Darby
Dan and sired the farm’s first Kentucky Derby winner, 1963
victor Chateaugay. Right: first-year stallion Shackleford, the 2011
Preakness winner, stands at Darby Dan for a $20,000 stud fee.

Classic winner Proud Truth.
In a nod to the changing fashion of the
1980s and ’90s, Darby Dan brought in
what Phillips called “an unusual acquisition for us,” Meadowlake, from Florida in
1991. “But Darby Dan was probably more
stubborn or less flexible than some farms
because we really never got into standing just the pure sprinters,” Phillips said.
“The sole exception might have been Star
de Naskra, late in his career, but that was
a different scenario.”
Today, Darby Dan’s stallion roster
features young performers brimming
with potential. Its highlights this year
are three Grade 1 winners just entering
stud: 2011 Preakness winner Shackleford
($20,000 stud fee), 2011 Florida Derby hero
Dialed In ($7,500), and 2010 Cigar Mile victor Jersey Town ($10,000). Another young
stallion, graded stakes winner American
Lion ($5,000), has his first crop of foals this
year, while 2008 Wood Memorial winner
Tale of Ekati ($15,000) is a first-crop year-

ling sire in 2013.
Among its more established sires, Darby
Dan has Canadian turf champion Perfect
Soul ($7,500), the sire of Breeders’ Cup
Filly and Mare Turf winner Perfect Shirl;
seven-time graded stakes winner Magna
Graduate ($5,000), whose runners include
Grade 3 winner Blueeyesintherein and
recent Keeneland maiden winner Bellarmine; and Run Away and Hide ($5,000),
the sire of Southwest Stakes third-place
runner Heaven’s Runway and last year’s
Grade 2-placed Are You Kidding Me.
The farm also stands the German Group
2 winner Ambassador, the only son of
Acatenango at stud in North America, for
a private fee.
“The challenge has been to acquire stallions in a disciplined fashion,” Phillips
said. “There’s a lot of competition among
the stallion farms, and if you get too carried away, you can find yourself upside

Continued on page 12
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Soaring Softly’s 1999 Breeders’ Cup Filly and Mare Turf trophy (front) and Proud Clarion’s 1967 Kentucky Derby trophy loom over eight Eclipse Awards won by farm runners.

down on a stallion very quickly now. We’ve
missed a lot of opportunities, no doubt. If
we’d have stretched on this horse or that
horse, we might be in a whole different
league. We didn’t, but we’re still here.
“The stallion roster today shows that
we’re truly a commercial operation now.
There’s not one horse down there that
we can say is a Darby Dan-owned horse.
They’re owned either by individuals or by
syndicates or limited partnerships. And
we’re trying to be responsive both to the
market and the breed-to-race guys.”
But there are still traces of longtime
Darby Dan philosophies in the 2013 roster, Phillips points out. “Shackleford may
be the best example because he’s a classic
winner,” he said. “The fact that we have a
Preakness winner standing in Little Current’s stall, and Little Current won the
Preakness, I think that’s a very cool thing.
Shackleford represents an updated version of Darby Dan. He had plenty of speed,
but he could carry it, and that’s an exceptional quality. He also had heart, and that

to me is even more exceptional.”
Phillips said Darby Dan has tried to be
creative in marketing stallions, dating
back at least to Graustark.
“Everybody wanted a Graustark filly
instead of a colt,” Phillips said. “If you
looked at him statistically, he produced 50
percent fillies and 50 percent colts, so we
priced his stud fee at $75,000 but guaranteed you a filly. If you didn’t get a filly, you
paid $25,000. The mean point was $50,000,
probably what he should have stood for.
But everybody was willing to pay the
$75,000 for a filly, and, you know, $25,000
for a colt was still good enough. I knew
we’d [average] at that $50,000 stud fee in
the end.”
Today, Darby Dan offers a range of
breeding incentives, including the Profit
Protection plan developed by Davant
Latham. Under that plan, a breeder gets
the first $5,000 of the sale price for an infoal mare, weanling, or yearling. Darby
Dan and the breeder split the remaining
proceeds 50-50 until the stud fee is re-

couped, and the breeder retains any additional money. The farm also has adopted
Spendthrift Farm’s Share the Upside incentive for new sire Jersey Town.
Phillips calls such incentives “riskshifting mechanisms that allow the risk
to be spread more and not all be placed
on the breeders’ shoulders,” and he sees
them as a natural evolution in light of
the large books that today’s stallions can
breed. Roberto never covered more than
65 mares in a season, and His Majesty never bred more than 40, Phillips points out,
so John Galbreath likely would have been
shocked by the 100-plus books that today’s
most fashionable stallions have. Phillips,
too, isn’t entirely comfortable with that
particular innovation.
“But stallion masters are forced to play
that game because it’s become a tradition
to rank stallions by cumulative earnings,”
he said.
Phillips also points to another key ingredient in the farm’s success over many
years: the land.

“We’re really blessed here with good
land,” he said. “Mating and care of a horse
are critically important. You can mess up
a lot of horses doing those things wrong.
But good land is good land, and it just
seems that certain land consistently produces great horses.”
Darby Dan’s productive soil has been
contributing to great racehorses since well
before John Galbreath owned it. When
Galbreath bought it, the land was a central
part of Col. E.R. Bradley’s Idle Hour Stock
Farm, which had yielded Kentucky Derby
winners Behave Yourself (1921), Bubbling
Over (1926), Burgoo King (1932), and Brokers Tip (1933).
Two years later, Galbreath – already the
owner of Darby Dan in Ohio – hung out
the Darby Dan sign in Kentucky and continued a winning tradition that has lasted
two more generations, so far.
“The first thing I would say to my grandfather is, ‘Thanks,’ ” Phillips said. “For
this house to be built, it needed to have a
foundation. It’s been a good ride.”
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Fifty years ago, Chateaugay became
Darby Dan’s first classic winner
By Glenye Cain Oakford
It took Darby Dan homebred Chateaugay 2:01 4/5 to complete the 1963 Kentucky
Derby and give John Galbreath his first
classic victory. But Galbreath’s trip to
Churchill Downs had started in earnest
back in 1957, when he gradually convinced Rex Ellsworth to sell him Swaps, a
half-interest at a time over the course of a
year, for a total of $2 million.
Swaps had won the 1955 Derby, an obviously compelling point that gained even
more force as one looked back along the
colt’s female line, which had an unusually good habit of producing Derby winners. His second dam, the War Admiral
mare Iron Maiden, was the mother of 1957
Derby winner Iron Liege, and her second
dam had produced the gelding Clyde Van
Dusen, who took the 1929 edition.
Hoping to breed and race a Derby winner himself, Galbreath thought this made
Swaps a good investment as a stallion, and
it didn’t take him very long to be proven
right.
When Galbreath bred Swaps to the very
good Polynesian mare Banquet Bell in
1959, he had good reason to like the mating. It had already produced Primonetta,
a yearling filly he thought showed great
promise. She did indeed; the year before
her younger full brother Chateaugay won
the Derby, Primonetta became a champion distaffer. Later, in 1978, she was named
Broodmare of the Year.
Chateaugay came into the Derby off a
narrow Blue Grass Stakes win nine days
earlier, but most considered his credentials paler than those of undefeated Florida Derby winner Candy Spots and the
former champion juvenile and Flamingo
Stakes winner Never Bend. Rounding out
the top three was another Swaps son, No
Robbery, also undefeated and the winner
of the Wood Memorial.
Chateaugay was stabled in Barn 42 – on
the barn’s “unfashionable side,” as Sports
Illustrated’s Whitney Tower put it. “Not
many people went to call on him, for not
many people really believed he had a good
shot at the big money,” Tower wrote. One
horse they thought was very likely to get
that money was Candy Spots, trained by
the man who had trained Swaps, Mesh
Tenney. The public duly sent Candy Spots
off as the heavy favorite under Bill Shoemaker, while Chateaugay was 9-1.
Never Bend and No Robbery took up the
early running in that order, with Candy
Spots stalking behind them, and for much
of the race, it appeared “the big three”
would form the winning trifecta. Things
fell apart first, and worst, for Shoemaker.
Candy Spots appeared rank early, prompting Shoemaker to steady him at the fivesixteenths pole when he got too close to

No Robbery, and then, rather than pull to
the outside for his stretch run, Shoemaker
got Candy Spots bottled up on the inside.
Stifled there behind the leaders, he finally
pulled outside again, but it was too late.
Chateaugay, having settled in sixth
early under Braulio Baeza, now roared up
from behind and picked off a tired No Robbery, then battled past Never Bend. Chateaugay won by 1 1/4 lengths, and Never
Bend held off Candy Spots by a neck; No
Robbery ended up fifth.
Chateaugay took precisely the same
time to win the Derby as his sire did
when he upset the race back in 1955, and
Swaps’s old trainer couldn’t help but be
pleased even after Candy Spots’s bad race.
“If we couldn’t win, I’m sure glad to see
you win,” Tenney reportedly told Galbreath. “In fact, we always get a kick out
of seeing any son of Swaps win, and yours
is a good one.”
Arriving to meet Churchill President
Wathen Knebelkamp for the winner’s
champagne toast, Galbreath revealed that
he’d had an unusual good-luck charm in
his pocket during the race: a necklace of
gold braid festooned with wishbones that
his cook at Darby Dan had pieced together
before the Galbreaths had left the Lexington, Ky., farm.
Galbreath didn’t don the necklace until
the race was over, but maybe it had done
the trick anyway; Galbreath told reporters that Chateaugay had sported one of
the chicken wishbones in the left side of
his bridle as he went into the Derby starting gate.
Back at Darby Dan, Chateaugay’s victory prompted someone to revive an old
tradition that had dated back to the days
when the Lexington property had been
part of Col. E.R. Bradley’s Idle Hour Stock
Farm. Whenever the farm had a Derby
winner – and Bradley had four – they
rang a bell that sounded across the farm.
Before Chateaugay, it had been 30 years
since the bell had rung, and that was for
Bradley’s 1933 victor, Brokers Tip.
Chateaugay’s Kentucky Derby win was
just the start of a string of Darby Dan
classic successes. The Swaps colt went on
to win the 1963 Belmont, and Galbreath
picked up a second Kentucky Derby trophy when Proud Clarion won in 1967. He
won two legs of the Triple Crown again in
1974, when Little Current (Banquet Bell’s
grandson) won the Preakness and Belmont.
And, in 1972, he became the first person
to own and breed both a Kentucky Derby
winner and an Epsom Derby winner
when his great colt Roberto – named after
his Pittsburgh Pirates’ Hall of Fame player Roberto Clemente, who died in a plane
crash later that year – defeated Rheingold
in England’s “Blue Riband of the Turf.”

Drf fiLe Photo

From top, Darby Dan
founder John Galbreath
with Chateaugay after
the Belmont Stakes. A
shoe from Chateaugay’s
Kentucky Derby win is a
keepsake at the farm.
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HISTORY ANSWERS
Questions appear on page 2.
1. Having made a fortune in the textiles
industry, Marcel Boussac was so wealthy
that he could afford to be impatient with his
horses.
When La Troienne was 2, Boussac did
not to wait for her to develop. He raced her
twice, both in stakes races. She was unplaced in the Prix de Sablonville and the
Prix d’Arenberg.
At age 3, La Troienne was again thrown
to the wolves. She was out of the money at
38-1 in the Prix Chloe and in her next start
at 31-1 in the Poule d’Essai des Pouliches,
the first of the spring classics for fillies in
France.
Her final three races were in England,
where the bay filly finally began to show
some form. She was third in the Snailwell
Stakes at Newmarket. That finish was
enough for the bookmakers to make her the
heavy favorite a month later in the Freckenham Stakes. She finished second. In her final
start in England, La Troienne was off the
board in the Welter Handicap.
With a record of no wins, one second, and
one third in seven starts, she was retired
with the American equivalent of $146 in
earnings.
2. Black Toney died in 1938 after siring

40 stakes winners from 211 live foals – a remarkable 18 percent. Three of his progeny
were inducted into racing’s Hall of Fame.
The first was Black Gold. The next two –
Black Helen (a foal of 1932) and Bimelech (a
foal of 1937) – were both out of the remarkable La Troienne.
Black Helen won seven of nine starts at
age 2. She was the runner-up to juvenile filly
champion Nellie Flag. A champion at age 3,
Black Helen won eight of 13 starts, including
victories over colts in the Florida Derby (later renamed the Flamingo Stakes) at Hialeah,
American Derby, and Maryland Handicap.
Daily Racing Form’s columnist and historian John Hervey said of Black Helen,
“Everything about her fascinated and bewitched.”
Bimelech was twice champion and once
Horse of the Year. He was undefeated in six
starts at age 2. At 3, he won the Preakness
and Belmont stakes after losing the 1940
Kentucky Derby at 2-5 (still tied for the shortest odds for a Derby starter).
Bimelech was not a great sire but did get 30
stakes winners. He was elected to the Hall of
Fame in 1990. His full sister was inducted the
following year.
3. When Bradley died in 1946, much of his
stable was sold at auction to a syndicate that
included three of the most prominent racing

families in America – Robert Kleberg Jr.’s
King Ranch, John Hay Whitney’s Greentree
Stud, and Ogden Phipps. For years, they
were able to breed the La Troienne female
line to many of the most outstanding sires of
the time.
Several years before Bradley’s death,
Phipps on his own purchased Big Hurry,
one of three offspring of Black Toney and La
Troienne. Big Hurry was the broodmare of
Hall of Famer Searching, who in turn produced Hall of Famer Affectionately.
Affectionately’s first foal was Personality,
the winner of the Preakness and Belmont
stakes and the champion 3-year-old male and
Horse of the Year (in one poll) in 1970.
Searching also produced Admiring, whose
daughter Glowing Tribute was the broodmare of Kentucky Derby and Travers winner Sea Hero, among others. Further down
the Searching line came Phipps’s champion
Relaxing, who in turn was bred to Alydar.
The result was the extraordinary Easy Goer.
4. Baby League, La Troienne’s daughter
by War Admiral, was the dam of 10 runners,
including nine winners (four of them stakes
winners). The best on the track was Busher,
a Hall of Famer who won 15 of 21 races.
But the one who had the most profound
effect on the sport probably was Striking.
A full sister to Busher and a stakes win-

ner on the track, Striking produced five
stakes winners herself, including Glamour, the broodmare of Poker. Poker would
go on to be the broodmare sire of 1977 Triple Crown winner Seattle Slew and Silver
Charm, the winner of the 1997 Kentucky
Derby and Preakness Stakes and 1998 Dubai World Cup.
Glamour also was the dam of champion
Numbered Account, who produced Private
Account, the sire of unbeaten champion and
Hall of Famer Personal Ensign.
5. Businesslike did not live up to her name
on the track, but as a broodmare, she was another gem by La Troienne.
Bred to War Admiral, Businesslike produced Busanda, a multiple stakes winner
of the early 1950s. Busanda produced three
stakes winners, but it is the 1963 foal by Tom
Fool for whom she will long be remembered.
The Tom Fool-Busanda colt was Buckpasser, a champion colt at ages 2, 3, and
(in one poll) 4 and Horse of the Year at 3.
Buckpasser won a remarkable 25 races (21
stakes) in 31 starts, including 15 races in a
row. He carried as much as 133 pounds to
victory.
Buckpasser sired 35 stakes winners, including three champions. But far more important, he was the broodmare sire of almost
150 stakes winners, including 11 champions.
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TOBA seminar outlines joys,
expenses of owning racehorses
By Patrick Reed
In August 2011, during the annual
Round Table Conference on Matters Pertaining to Racing held by The Jockey
Club in Saratoga Springs, N.Y., the consulting group McKinsey and Co. unveiled
a comprehensive report on the condition
of the horse-racing industry.
Included among McKinsey’s recommendations for reviving public interest in
the sport was a directive to attract more
new owners to horse racing, which would
help to reverse the aging-demographic
trend plaguing the sport. The consulting
group commissioned an owner survey for
its report and called for the industry to
develop more ownership tools and databases to assist in the initiative.
The Thoroughbred Owners and Breeders Association offers a series of seminars
for new owners at various racing-centric
locales throughout the year that provide
a thorough overview of the demands,
challenges, and rewards of owning and
breeding racehorses. The seminars,
available at cost to both members and
non-members of TOBA, dovetail nicely
with the McKinsey group’s recommendation for new-owner outreach.
The seminars feature panels comprised
of industry veterans who offer professional expertise to illuminate what can
seem like esoteric and challenging topics
for the uninitiated. TOBA’s most recent
seminar, held April 19 at Keeneland in
Lexington, Ky., was the first to be webcast via the audio-visual services of The
Blood-Horse, a TOBA-owned publication.
“Be a sponge for information.” That
was the message of TOBA President Dan
Metzger during his opening remarks,
and that advice resonated throughout
the seminar. Panelists from tax attorney
Shannon Arvin of Stoll Keenon Ogden
to veterinarian Scott Palmer advised
prospective owners to formulate a clear
business model and harbor realistic expectations before they make a financial
commitment.
To aid owners in this process, Metzger
and, later, two representatives of The
Jockey Club, account manager Andrew
Chesser and marketing director Susan
Martin, discussed a variety of products.
These include The Jockey Club’s online
registration system and its Equineline
information-services arm as well as the
OwnerView website, a resource still in
development and launched jointly by The
Jockey Club and TOBA in the spring of
2012 as part of the industry’s response to
the McKinsey report.
One of the constants of Thoroughbred
ownership is lost on many casual followers of the sport who only experience

Rookie owners encouraged
to start with claiming horses
it through viewing celebrations in the
winner’s circle: the considerable costs
involved. The TOBA seminar introduced
experts such as Arvin, equine insurance
agent Joe Nicholson, and accountant
Louis Fister to delineate several of the
more complicated financial obligations
owners must meet.
Most of the essential tips for owners
were covered: Be aware of the “hobby
loss” provisions and the material participation requirements in the federal tax
code; be sure to purchase liability coverage for horses; seek to form a limited liability corporation, if possible, to limit
financial exposure; and so on.
Workers’ compensation insurance
regulations, which can apply to stable
employees and vary from state to state
in terms of cost, were briefly discussed
by Fister and leading Keeneland trainer
Mike Maker.
Maker also ran through a list of the
daily feed, equipment, layup, and medical expenses of caring for and training
horses and talked about his own business
model as a successful trainer: Keep regular fees as low as possible and assemble a
team that makes most of the stable’s income by winning races.
Palmer, an award-winning veterinarian with more than 30 years of experience
and currently the hospital director at the
New Jersey Equine Clinic, detailed the
costs of medicine and briefly described
the more common health problems associated with racehorses.
He also provided an alternative point of
view to the perception that horses in the
United States are overmedicated, noting
that many owners instruct their veterinarians to only administer drugs when
they are truly necessary, both to uphold
an anti-drug philosophy and to keep costs
down.
Even so, Palmer criticized what he
viewed as a shortsighted focus by owners and trainers on near-term goals,
saying that, “Today, horses are far too
often treated for a race, rather than for
a condition.” As chief executive of his or
her sports company, Palmer said, it is
the owner’s responsibility to prioritize
the health and well-being of the athletes
above all other concerns.
Winning races, of course, is the most
obvious benefit associated with owning
horses, but there are others as well, and
several of the panelists related their ac-

complishments in sales and as breeders.
Randy Gullatt, managing partner of
Twin Creeks Racing and a former trainer, gave advice on how to manage the different demands of owners in a partnership and talked about how to maximize
the value of an ownership group’s horses,
which could require placing them in certain races as they develop or deciding if
and when to retire a horse to stud.
Bloodstock agent Alistair Roden related the inner workings of the sales ring
and offered pointers to those preparing
to attend their first auction – and as with
other areas of the industry, setting realistic goals and preparing assiduously were
identified as two key traits necessary for
success. Roden also gave a brief overview
of pedigree and its relevance to the fortunes of what he termed a “fashionable”
business.
Using 2005 Wood Memorial winner
Bellamy Road as an example, Roden observed that as a young stallion, he has
fallen out of favor somewhat after receiving much attention from breeders at the
start of his career, in spite of his modest
pedigree and due to his high speed figures as a racehorse. According to Roden,
Bellamy Road is now in a “wait and see”
period as his fourth crop prepares to
reach the races.
Roden also predicted that the stallion’s
stature – and thus the number and quality of mares in his book – could rise again,
and quickly, if these latest juveniles show
promise.
Ben Huffman, racing secretary at
Keeneland and Churchill Downs, spoke
as an expert on the ins and outs of the
claiming game, a bedrock economic activity that determines the bottom line for
many owners.
He encouraged prospective owners
who are less familiar with the sport and
who want to make a modest initial investment to begin by owning claiming
horses, which will immerse them into the
business quickly and hopefully provide
an early taste of excitement.
Huffman stressed that the most important hire an owner can make is selecting
a trainer skilled in the art of finding good
racehorses in the claiming ranks. He also
gave a step-by-step explanation of the
claiming process, from bookkeeping and
administrative rules to the mini-drama
known as “the shake,” which arises when
more than one owner files a claiming slip

for a particular horse.
The seminar audience was treated to
a lengthy, anecdote-filled account of the
highs and lows of racing from Kentucky
owner and breeder Ken Ramsey, one of
the game’s authentic characters and most
enthusiastic ambassadors. Along with
the quips and laughter, however, Ramsey
offered evidence of his complete involvement in the sport on a day-to-day basis.
One day before he would set a singlemeet win record for owners at Keeneland,
Ramsey spoke about his routine of studying the Daily Racing Form each evening
to plot out the best spots for his horses.
He described his marked-up condition
book and revealed his strategies for picking the best trainers and jockeys for each
individual horse based on the animal’s
ability.
The personification of a hands-on
owner, Ramsey nevertheless admitted
that selecting the best employees – from
trainers such as Mike Maker to his van
driver – and giving them the freedom to
excel has elevated Ramsey Farm to an
Eclipse Award-winning operation. He
also illustrated the connection between
owning and breeding horses that can,
once achieved at the highest level, create
an enduring legacy in the sport.
After standing his champion Kitten’s
Joy and breeding his best mares to the
stallion at the outset of his career to great
success, Ramsey is now reaping the financial benefits of one of the most popular commercial sires in North America.
Ramsey served, along with Palmer and
Susanna Thomas of the Maker’s Mark
Secretariat Center at the Kentucky Horse
Park, as the seminar’s most impassioned
advocates for Thoroughbred aftercare.
Thomas, who retrains former racehorses for second careers at the Secretariat
Center and then offers them for adoption
via a rigorous process, reminded the audience of the brevity of a Thoroughbred’s
racing career relative to its lifespan and
urged owners to take advantage of The
Jockey Club’s recently added “retired
from racing” clause in the American
Stud Book when retiring their horses in
order to keep them from circulating back
to the track under another owner.
Thomas did not shy away from recommending euthanasia as a last resort
for unwanted horses but asserted that,
“We are at a tipping point in aftercare,”
as long as those with a vested interest in
Thoroughbred welfare continued to support the myriad organizations involved
in retraining and adoption.
The next TOBA ownership seminar is
scheduled for July 13 in Shakopee, Minn.,
with two others scheduled later in the
year in Saratoga Springs and Laurel, Md.

Tomorrow’s Success Starts Today
Look for Brushwood
yearlings out of the
following mares at
selected sales:
AMBER GRACE
BLOOMY
CATIGO
COTTON BLOSSOM
LAFIRMA
LAUGHING LASHES
LAYOUNNE
MUSHKA
SMARA
matt goins

STORM BEAUTY
TRAIL MAGIC

HARD SPUN,

BarBara d. Livingston

by Danzig out of
Turkish Tryst

13 starts, 7 wins, 3
seconds, 1 third, with
earnings of $2,673,470.
Back-to-back wins in the
King’s Bishop S.-G1 and
Kentucky Cup Classic
S.-G2 (defeating STREET
SENSE), etc. Classic-placed
in the Kentucky Derby-G1 and the Preakness S.-G1. Second in the Breeders’
Cup Classic Powered by Dodge-G1. HARD SPUN stands at Darley

America in Lexington, KY.

UNRIVALED BELLE
WILE CAT

Brushwood
Stable
17 Green Lane,
Malvern, Pennsylvania 19355
(610) 644-2622

