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Unbridled’s Song is on the rise
JOHN P.
SPARKMAN
The career trajectory of Unbridled’s
Song is in many ways more prototypical
of the modern commercial Thoroughbred
than that of A.P. Indy, the horse regarded
as the ideal modern Thoroughbred.
In the ﬁve years between 1990, when
A.P. Indy sold for a year-topping price of
$2.9 million, and 1995, when Unbridled’s
Song became the ﬁ rst seven-ﬁgure juvenile at the Barretts March sale of selected
2-year-olds in training, sales of juveniles
evolved from a regional sideshow into a
vital part of a recovering Thoroughbred
marketplace.
Unbridled’s Song’s progression from a
$200,000 Fasig-Tipton Saratoga yearling to
a $1.4 million Barretts 2-year-old (though
turned back by the buyer after the sale) to
Breeders’ Cup Juvenile winner to highly
successful stallion epitomizes virtually
every facet of the contemporary Thoroughbred industry in ways that even the
career of A.P. Indy does not.
Unbridled’s Song’s transition from successful sire to successful sire of sires,
however, has not gone as smoothly as A.P.
Indy’s. Despite some early success for his
ﬁ rst-crop son Songandaprayer, the list
of Grade 1 and Group 1 winners sired by
sons of Unbridled’s Song is not extensive.
His son Even the Score has sired Grade
1 winners Dullahan and Take the Points,
and...that’s it.
That brief list may well be on the verge
of expansion if Unbridled’s Song’s granddaughter Close Hatches is as good as she
looked in winning the Grade 2 Gazelle
Stakes on April 6. Close Hatches is the
second group or graded winner from the
ﬁ rst crop of First Defence, who is perhaps
the best-bred Grade 1-winning colt by
Unbridled’s Song at stud.
Bred in Lexington, Ky., by Khalid Abdullah’s Juddmonte Farms, First Defence
is the third foal out of the Seattle Slew
mare Honest Lady, one of four Grade 1
winners out of Grade 1 winner Toussaud,
by El Gran Senor, from the great family
tracing to foundation mare Bravura, by
Niccolo Dell’Arca. Honest Lady won six
of 15 starts, including the Grade 1 Santa
Monica Handicap, and produced French
stakes winner Phantom Rose (by Danzig)
and English stakes winner Honest Quality (by Elusive Quality).
Since Honest Lady’s best half-sibling,
2003 Belmont Stakes winner Empire
Maker, was a son of Unbridled, breeding
Honest Lady to Unbridled’s best sire son,
Unbridled’s Song, was an obvious gambit.
First Defence ﬁnished seventh in his
ﬁrst start as a 2-year-old at Saratoga on
July 29, 2006 but led all the way in his
second attempt Oct. 13 at Belmont, laying

Continued on page 4
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Unbridled’s Song hasn’t stood out as a sire of sires, but that could change if First Defence continues to ﬁnd success.
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UNBRIDLED’S SONG
down fractions of 22.47 seconds and 45.80
on his way to an 8 1/4-length maiden win
in 1:10.55. After that, his second-place ﬁnish to subsequent multiple Grade 2 winner
Zanjero in a 1 1/16-mile allowance race at
Churchill was a bit disappointing.
First Defence followed that pattern of
huge performances followed by somewhat
disappointing ones throughout his career.
He began his second season in training
with easy victories in an allowance race at
Belmont and the Long Branch Breeders’
Cup Stakes at Monmouth but could not
outrun the high-class Hard Spun in the
Grade 1 King’s Bishop Stakes at Saratoga,
though he ran with great credit when beaten 1 1/2 lengths by one of the best 3-yearolds in the country.
In his ﬁ nal start at 3, First Defence
never got in a blow, ﬁ nishing well back in
seventh in the Grade 1 Vosburgh Stakes.
First Defence won his ﬁ rst start at 4 but
then ran like a horse who did not quite
stay a mile, fading to ﬁ fth in the Grade
1 Metropolitan Handicap. Victory over
yielding turf in the Grade 3 Jaipur Stakes
at six furlongs was followed by defeat in
the Grade 2 Alfred G. Vanderbilt Handicap at six furlongs on dirt.
Seven furlongs was the perfect distance
for First Defence, and he ﬁ nally got his
Grade 1 victory in the Forego Handicap at
Saratoga, leading most of the way to win
easily in 1:21.55. Six furlongs, though, was
a bit on the short side against top competition, and he made no show in either the
Vosburgh or the Breeders’ Cup Sprint in
his ﬁ nal two career starts.
First Defence was retired to stand at
Juddmonte for a fee of $20,000 in 2009. His
six wins in 14 starts demonstrated that he
was sounder than the average offspring
of Unbridled’s Song, which has been the
chief knock against him. Despite his 100
stakes winners (7.3 percent of foals ages
3 and up), 44 graded winners, 15 Grade 1
winners, three Breeders’ Cup winners,
and two champions, his 1,361 foals ages 3
and up average only 9.4 career starts.
Too many of his talented, high-proﬁ le
offspring, including Midshipman, Eight
Belles, Old Fashioned, Rockport Harbor, Zensational, Buddha, and Songandaprayer, burned brightly but all too brieﬂy.
First Defence physically resembles
his broodmare sire, Seattle Slew, much
more than he does Unbridled’s Song, and,
though it is too early to draw conclusions,
his above-average soundness for a son of
his sire may well be expressed in his offspring. His son Dundonnell (out of Family, by Danzig) showed ﬂashes of talent at
2 last year in England. Dundonnell won
two of ﬁve starts, including the Group 3
Acomb Stakes, and ﬁ nished a good fourth
in the Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Turf.
Close Hatches’s Gazelle victory was her
third in three starts this year, and First
Defence is also the sire of Smokinindaboysroom, who ran second in the Turfway Prevue Stakes at 2 last year.
Close Hatches is the ﬁ rst foal out of the
Storm Cat mare Rising Tornado, a very
well-bred ﬁ lly who won only one minor
race in the French provinces from six
starts. Rising Tornado was one of ﬁve
winners out of the stakes-placed Silver
Star, a full-sister by Zafonic to European
champion 2-year-old Xaar and a halfsister to French Group 3 winners Mas-
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First Defence, who won the Grade 1 Forego Handicap in 2008, had six wins from 14 starts and $580,534 in earnings.
terclass (by The Minstrel) and Diese (by
Diesis) and to stakes winner Ile de Jinsky
(by Ile de Bourbon).
Diese has produced Grade 1 winner
Senure and two other stakes winners.
Didicoy (by Danzig), a stakes-placed
half-sister to Silver Star, is the dam of
Grade 2 winner Didina (by Nashwan),
the granddam of Group 1 winner Cityscape (by Selkirk) and Group 2 winner
Bated Breath (by Dansili). Juddmonte
acquired Close Hatches’s third dam,
Group 3 winner Monroe, privately from
the Niarchos family in 1981. Monroe, by
Sir Ivor, is a daughter of foundation mare
Best in Show, who also is tail-female ancestress of classic winners, champions,
highweights, or leading sires El Gran Senor, Rags to Riches, Peeping Fawn, Jazil,
Spinning World, Pathfork, Try My Best,
and Redoute’s Choice. Close Hatches is
inbred 6x4 to Best in Show and 5x4x6 to
Northern Dancer.
Like most of Juddmonte’s foals, Dundonnell is equally well bred, being the
seventh foal – but the ﬁ rst winner – out
of an unraced full-sister to the great sire
and sire of sires Danehill, and to graded
winners Eagle Eyed, Shibboleth, and
Harpia, from the female line of Northern
Dancer and Halo.
Not many young sires get an opportu-
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nity to cover mares with those kinds of
pedigrees, but Rising Tornado and Family are far from the best mares Juddmonte could send to First Defence. In fact, as
the previously dismal record of Family
illustrates, he shows signs of markedly
upgrading his mares.

Northern Dancer 61

In Reality 64
Edee’s Image 69

That is a talent that few of Unbridled’s
Song’s sons have shown to date. If First
Defence’s offspring can maintain soundness through multiple seasons of racing
as their sire did, Unbridled’s Song might
have found a worthy son to pass on his
male line.
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At juvenile sales, breeze times
largely determine sale prices
By Joe Nevills
A single tick of the stopwatch can mean
a difference of tens of thousands of dollars
at sales of 2-year-olds in training.
A horse’s performance during the presale under-tack show, the Thoroughbred
industry’s equivalent to the NFL Scouting
Combine’s 40-yard dash, can have a signiﬁcant impact on the price the horse will
attract in the sales ring. At the top of the
market, the breeze time often correlates to
high prices brought in the sales ring.
In 2012, the 14 horses who breezed one
furlong in 9.80 seconds and sold at one of
the eight major North American juvenile
sales brought an average price of $200,125.
The 99 horses who covered the same distance in 10 seconds ﬂat, one-ﬁ fth of a second slower, brought an average of $170,146,
a difference of $29,979, or 18 percent.
(Horses who did not meet their reserve or
were scratched before the sale were not included in the ﬁgures.)
The average price dropped to $113,809
for the 262 horses who breezed in 10.20
seconds, practically a snap of the ﬁngers
from the eye-popping sub-10-second drills.
Despite the precipitous drop in the average price, ﬁve of the 10 most expensive
juveniles of 2012 breezed in 10.20 seconds,
including the two highest-priced horses –
$1.3 million Darwin and $1.2 million Price
Is Truth.
“Breeze times are important; the quick
time is important, but they have to come
with style points,” said prominent juvenile consignor Eddie Woods. “If they don’t
come with style points, it doesn’t matter.
We can’t sell a badly conformed, unattractive horse that works really, really quick,
and it happens occasionally.”
Woods said a fast breeze won’t necessarily sell a horse on its own, but it is an effective marketing tool in getting potential
buyers to look at the juvenile.
“It gets them to the barn,” Woods said,
“and it’s easier for some of the agents to get
a horse bought for a client by saying, ‘Well,
he’s the fastest work of the day,’ or, ‘He’s
a tick off the fastest work of the day.’ It’s
safe to do that with a client, whereas if you
ﬁnd a horse you like that’s a second off the
fastest work of the day, and you’re trying
to talk your owner into buying that horse,
if this horse doesn’t run, he’s going to tell
you, ‘He couldn’t run the day you bought
him.’ ”
With so many factors to consider when
assessing a 2-year-old at a sale, breeze
times are one of the few variables that can
be directly stacked against one another for
comparison.
John Moynihan, bloodstock adviser for
Stonestreet Stables, said the breeze time
alone doesn’t affect how high he will bid
on a horse, but he echoed Woods’s sentiment that a fast time will increase his interest in looking at a horse.
“You kind of want to see horses at the
top of the heap time-wise,” Moynihan said
following the breeze show for the Keeneland April sale of 2-year-olds in training.
“All things being equal, you’re going to see
good horses that maybe don’t necessarily

PHOTOS BY Z/KEENELAND

go the fastest, but I’m not sure those are
the horses that people really go in there
pursuing and trying to buy.
“It’s just a piece of the puzzle. The horse
has got to go fast, [and] it’s got to look good
doing it. It’s got to come back from the
workout well. It has to vet well. It has to
look good in the next several days between
now and the time it sells, so there are a lot
of hoops for these guys to buy these things
to jump through.”
While the very best horses will separate
themselves as long as their breeze times
are solid, statistics show that the rankand-ﬁ le offerings with the fastest times
typically will draw a higher price.
The market’s general acceptance of this,
both philosophically and monetarily, has
been one of the biggest targets for criticism from sources inside and outside the
Thoroughbred industry, and a point of
frustration among consignors, for whom
fast times have become something of an
arms race.
Consignor Niall Brennan said the need
for faster times at distances that are not
typical in Thoroughbred racing has conditioned buyers to expect too much from
2-year-olds during the breeze shows and
increases the risk of injury for any horse
being pressed for speed. To remain competitive in the market, though, the horses

must register those fast times or risk being overlooked.
“I can’t tell you how many times we’ll
have people come to the barn to look at a
horse that went nice but went in 10 and
three-ﬁ fths, and they’ll say, ‘But why did
it go so slow, Niall?’ ” Brennan said. “It’s
frustrating for me because I’m around
[the horses] all the time, and I know I don’t
need a horse to go in 10 ﬂat to tell me it’s a
good horse. If I do, I need to get out of this
game. But it bothers me to have to maybe
take that nice horse and ask him to go in 10
ﬂat at the breeze day, because otherwise,
I can’t convince the owners to come look
at them.”
Moynihan suggested that the breeze
time itself is not as critical as whether a
horse was among the fastest of the day.
“It all depends on the racetrack and
what those fast times are,” Moynihan said,
giving as an example that if Keeneland’s
main Polytrack surface “had slowed down
a lot, and the fastest time today was 10 and
two-ﬁ fths, everybody would focus on the
10 and two-ﬁ fths, but it’s kind of the world
we live in right now.”
For the horses who worked slower at the
juvenile sales in 2012, the number of outs
and horses bought back spiked sharply

Continued on page 6

From top, Dixie Blossom breezes a
furlong in 9.80 seconds at Keeneland’s
under-tack show April 4 and later sells
for $300,000. Bloodstock adviser John
Moynihan said fast breeze times are a
key to generating interest in juveniles
at auction.
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Continued from page 5
as times rose above 10.60 seconds for one
furlong.
“It’s very difﬁcult to talk people into
looking at a horse that went in 11 ﬂat, for
example, or 22 and change for a quarter,”
Brennan said. “Even though they might
be bred to run all day and look good doing it, [buyers] still won’t come and look
at them. They won’t give them any consideration if they don’t work fast. The day
we can ﬁgure out how to get around that,
we’re all going to be better off for it, buyers
and sellers alike.”
On occasion, consignors have chosen
to buck the trend of pushing their horses
hard at the breeze shows and simply galloped them through the stretch. The practice has become less common since the
major auction companies scaled back to
one public breeze show instead of two in
the past decade, and the 11 horses who galloped through their under-tack shows in
2012 typically were met with disinterest
from buyers, averaging just $41,500.
“People have tried it over the years, but
you always want to hit the home run, and
unless you breeze your horse, you might
make money on your horse, but to hit the
home run, I think he has to work,” said
Randy Hartley of Hartley/De Renzo Thoroughbreds, noting that he would not want
to buy a horse for $250,000 as a pinhooking
prospect, “gallop it for the sale and hope
to get $400,000 or $500,000. It’s hard to do.”
Moynihan signed the ticket for the most
expensive galloper of 2012, going to $235,000

AVERAGE SALE PRICE BY BREEZE TIME AT MAJOR 2012 UNDER-TACK SHOWS
TWO FURLONGS

ONE FURLONG
TIME

HORSES SOLD

AVG.
PRICE

:9.80 .....................14 ................... $200,125
:10 .........................99 ....................... 170,146
:10.20 ..................262 ...................... 113,809
:10.40...................335 ........................ 71,549
:10.60...................341 ........................ 44,617
:10.80 ..................231 ........................ 29,027
:11 ........................132 ........................ 21,950
:11.20....................44 .......................... 11,148
:11.40 ....................24 ........................... 8,558
:11.60.....................9 ............................ 9,500
:11.80.....................2 ............................ 1,350
:12+ ........................4 ............................ 8,000

on P V Paul, a Stonestreet-bred Dynaformer colt sold by the farm as a yearling.
Before a juvenile even sets foot on the
track, the ﬁrst bit of information potential buyers will have about a horse at the
breeze show is the distance of its workout,
most commonly one or two furlongs.
Far fewer horses breeze two furlongs,
especially during the select sales, but buyers showed respect to those who did in
2012, with higher average prices for the
fastest at the distance and a smaller dropoff for those in the middle of the pack.

TIME

HORSES SOLD

THREE FURLONGS/OTHER

AVG.
PRICE

TIME

:20.40.....................1 ...................... $560,000
:20.60.....................8 ........................ 139,375
:20.80....................10 ....................... 230,750
:21 .........................22 ....................... 156,000
:21.20 ....................24 ......................... 98,750
:21.40 ....................40 ......................... 72,850
:21.60 ....................56 ......................... 54,830
:21.80 ....................50 ......................... 53,820
:22 .........................51 ......................... 40,549
:22.20....................41 .......................... 37,768
:22.40....................27 .......................... 25,100
:22.60....................25 ......................... 35,360
:22.80....................14 .......................... 19,750
:23+ .......................37 .......................... 11,451

Consignors might choose to breeze their
horses a quarter-mile or farther to separate them from the pack of one-furlong
horses. During the later sales, usually
starting around the Keeneland April sale
of 2-year-olds in training, they also may
send more horses the extra furlong, given
their additional time to mature and train.
Regardless of the distance, the portion of
the workout that is ofﬁcially timed is only
the beginning for many buyers and other
analysts, who time and assess the gallopout as the horse gears down through the

HORSES SOLD

AVG.
PRICE

:33.20.....................1 ........................ $22,000
:33.40.....................1 .......................... 12,000
:33.60.....................2 .......................... 50,000
:33.80....................10 ......................... 73,850
:34 ..........................6 .......................... 35,000
:34.20.....................3 ........................... 27,333
:34.40.....................4 .......................... 45,750
:34.60.....................3 .......................... 58,333
:34.80.....................2 .......................... 10,350
:35+ .......................13 ......................... 19,231
:47.20 (4F) .............1 .......................... 23,000
Gallop....................12 ......................... 38,308
◗ Times also include breezes on turf. Prices
include private sales

turn and into the backstretch.
“It doesn’t seem to matter anymore,”
Brennan said about choosing a distance.
“If you can sell a horse off of going just
one furlong, why put them under the pressure to go two? Really, they’re not just going one furlong. They’re going that fast
for one furlong, but they’re really going
at least three-eighths by the time they’re
pulling up, and people expect them to do
that. If you’re going a quarter, you’re really going a half, and it’s just that little bit
of extra stress on these horses.”

Smart Strike colt, at $1.8 million, tops 2013 sales leaderboard
By Joe Nevills
While the very top of last year’s 2-yearolds-in-training market was devoid of
horses who breezed a furlong in under
10 seconds during the presale under-tack
shows, a $1.8 million Smart Strike colt
put it all together in 2013 and probably
will ﬁnish the year as North America’s
highest-priced juvenile.
The gray or roan colt, purchased by
Stonestreet Stables, breezed an eighth
of a mile in 9.80 seconds leading up to
the Ocala Breeders’ Sales Co. March
select sale of 2-year-olds in training,
and he became the sale topper shortly thereafter. Consigned by King’s
Equine, the colt is the ﬁ rst foal out of
the Grade 2-winning Pulpit mare Mini
Sermon.
A total of 21 horses have breezed one
furlong in under 10 seconds in 2013,
seven more than last year’s ﬁ nal count,
and they sold for an average price of
$303,250 at the four select North American juvenile sales – the Barretts, OBS
and Fasig-Tipton Florida March sales
and the Keeneland April sale. That average price was greatly boosted by the
top seller’s outlying price, with the sec-

TOP-10 HIGHEST-PRICED HORSES OF 2013 SELECT JUVENILE SALES
HORSE/PEDIGREE

BUYER

SALE

PRICE

TIME

Gr. or ro. c., Smart Strike--Mini Sermon, by Pulpit........................................Stonestreet Stables .............................OBSMAR ............ $1,800,000 .............................:9.80
B. c., Bernardini--Hishi Aspen, by Forestry ....................................................Steven W. Young, agent ......................FTFMAR ................ 1,600,000 ...........................:10.20
Dk. b. or br. f., A.P. Indy--Foxy Danseur, by Mr. Greeley ...............................Green Hills Farm ..................................FTFMAR ................ 1,100,000 ................................:10
B. c., Bernardini--Heart of Grace, by Exploit...................................................Demi O’Byrne.......................................FTFMAR ................... 950,000 ...........................:10.60
Dk. b. or br. f., Smart Strike--Music Room, by Unbridled’s Song .................Regis Farms .........................................FTFMAR ................... 700,000 ...........................:10.40
B. f., Unbridled’s Song--Eden’s Causeway, by Giant’s Causeway.................John McCormack Bloodstock ............KEEAPR.................... 700,000 ................................:10
B. c., Malibu Moon--Fashion Cat, by Forest Wildcat.....................................Demi O’Byrne.......................................BARMAR .................. 675,000 ...................:20.80(2F)
B. c., Bernardini--A Precious Memory, by Honor Grades..............................Three Chimneys Sales/Solis ..............FTFMAR ................... 650,000 ...........................:10.40
B. f., Malibu Moon--Miz United States, by Valid Appeal ...............................Stonestreet Stables .............................FTFMAR ................... 625,000 ................................:10
Turn on the Tap, B. c., Tapit--Winter Garden, by Roy .....................................Demi O’Byrne.......................................FTFMAR ................... 625,000 ...........................:10.60

ond-highest-priced sub-10-second horse
bringing $575,000.
A time of 10.20 seconds was the most
common for one furlong among last
year’s 10 most expensive juveniles,
achieved by ﬁve of those horses, but the
most prevalent time among the top 10 of
2013 has been 10 seconds ﬂat, which was
achieved by three of those horses. Those
two times tied for the most spots in 2011,

with three each.
A horse with an eye-popping breeze
time sits at the top of the list for 2013,
but the remainder of the top 10 shows
a leaning toward slower times that has
not been seen in recent years. In the
past two sale seasons, no more than two
juveniles with a time of 10.40 or slower
for one furlong have ﬁ nished among the
10 highest prices. But this year’s list fea-

tures two horses each who breezed in
10.40 and 10.60.
The most expensive horse of that
group was a Bernardini colt who sold to
Demi O’Byrne, the Coolmore partnership’s bloodstock agent, for $950,000 after breezing an eighth of a mile in 10.60
at the under-tack show for the FasigTipton Florida select sale of 2-year-olds
in training.
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UNDER-TACK AND RACETRACK PERFORMANCES/ TOP-10 PRICED 2-YEAR-OLDS OF 2012
NAME

PEDIGREE

BUYER

Darwin...........................................B. c., Big Brown--Cool Ghoul, by Silver Ghost .....................................................Demi O’Byrne
Price Is Truth ................................Ch. c., Distorted Humor--Secret Thyme, by Storm Cat ........................................John Ferguson
Forever Thing ...............................B. c., Tapit--Liberty Flag, by Kingmambo..............................................................Sallusto/Albina-Black Rock LLC
Pazolini .........................................B. c., Bernardini--Jolie Boutique, by Northern Jove .............................................John Ferguson
Brave Command ..........................Dk. b. or br. c., Hard Spun--Lucky Lavender Gal, by Carson City .......................John Ferguson
Oldwick .........................................B. c., Street Boss--Varnish, by Cox’s Ridge ..........................................................Steven Young, agent
Boss Man Rocket .........................Dk. b. or br. c., War Front--Henna, by Horse Chestnut .......................................Frank Fletcher Racing Operations
Ennobled Friend ...........................B. c., Malibu Moon--Seek to Soar, by Seeking the Gold ......................................John Ferguson
Unnamed ......................................Ch. c., Majestic Warrior--Counter Cat, by Hennessy ...........................................George Bolton & Stonestreet Stables
Executiveprivilege ........................B. f., First Samurai--Refugee, by Unaccounted For ..............................................The Three Amigos

SALE PRICE

$ 1,300,000
1,200,000
1,000,000
875,000
870,000
825,000
800,000
725,000
700,000
650,000

SALE

TIME

RACE RECORD

FTFMAR.........................:10.20 ..................... 2-1-0-0
FTFMAR.........................:10.20 .....................5-0-0-1
FTFMAR.........................:10.60 .....................2-0-2-0
FTFMAR.........................:10.20 .....................Unraced
FTFMAR.........................:10.20 .....................3-0-2-0
FTFMAR.........................:10.20 .....................Unraced
OBSMAR.............................. :10 ...................... 7-1-1-2
FTFMAR.........................:10.40 .....................Unraced
KEEAPR.............................. :10 .....................Unraced
OBSAPR......................:21 (2F) ......................7-5-1-0

UNDER-TACK AND RACETRACK PERFORMANCES / TOP-10 PRICED 2-YEAR-OLDS OF 2011
NAME

PEDIGREE

BUYER

Betwixt ..........................................B. f., Empire Maker--Half A. P., by Pulpit ...............................................................John Ferguson
Brigand .........................................B. c., Flatter--Silence Please, by Quiet American .................................................Bob Baffert, agent
Macho Rocket...............................Gr. or ro. c., Macho Uno--La Defense, by Wild Again .........................................Frank Fletcher Racing Operations
Dance Card...................................Gr. or ro. f., by Tapit--Tempting Note, by Editor’s Note ........................................John Ferguson
Empire Taker.................................Dk. b. or br. c., by Empire Maker--Henderson Band, by Chimes Band ...............Robert and Lawana Low
Forecon.........................................Gr. or ro. g., by Macho Uno--Champagne Cocktail, by Red Ransom .................West Point Thoroughbreds
Senor Hambone ...........................Dk. b. or br. c., by Hard Spun--Light From Above, by A.P. Indy...........................Frank Fletcher Racing Operations
Irbywood.......................................B. c., Indian Charlie--Teenage Temper, by A.P. Indy .............................................Stonestreet Stables
Whinston ......................................B. c., Pomeroy--Leah’s Angel, by Caller I. D. ........................................................Stonestreet Stables
Ever So Lucky...............................B. c., Indian Charlie--Bally Storm, by Summer Squall .........................................Patrice Miller/EQB Inc., agent

SALE PRICE

$ 1,350,000
925,000
825,000
750,000
750,000
700,000
675,000
625,000
625,000
600,000

SALE

TIME

FTFMAR.............................. :10 .....................Unraced
OBSMAR................ :20.60 (2F) ...................15-5-5-0
OBSAPR................ :20.40 (2F) ......................1-1-0-0
FTFMAR...........................:9.80 ..................... 5-4-1-0
FTFMAR.........................:10.40 ....................10-0-1-1
FTFMAR.............................. :10 ......................9-1-2-3
OBSAPR.............................. :10 ..................... 3-1-0-0
KEEAPR.........................:10.20 ..................... 1-0-0-1
BARMAR.........................:10.20 ...................... 5-1-1-1
FTMMAY.........................:10.20 ................... 11-2-4-2

OTHER NOTABLE RECENT HORSES BY BREEZE TIMES AND PRICES
NAME

PEDIGREE

BUYER

Henny Hughes..............................Ch. h., Hennessy--Meadow Flyer, by Meadowlake ..............................................RNA
The Factor.....................................Gr. or ro. h., War Front--Greyciousness, by Miswaki ...........................................George Bolton
Forever Together ..........................Gr. or ro. m., Belong to Me--Constant Companion, by Relaunch .......................Patrice Miller
Union Rags ...................................B. c., Dixie Union--Tempo, by Gone West .............................................................Chadds Ford Stable
Hightail .........................................Dk. b. or br. c., Mineshaft--Stormy Renee, by Storm Cat .....................................D. Wayne Lukas
Trinniberg .....................................Dk. b. or br. c., Teuflesberg--Bella Dorato, by Goldminers Gold .........................Shivananda Parbhoo
Awesome Gem .............................Ch. g., Awesome Again--Piano, by Pentelicus .....................................................West Point Thoroughbreds
I Want Revenge ............................Dk. b. or br. h., Stephen Got Even--Meguial, by Roy ............................................RNA
I’ll Have Another ...........................Ch. c., Flower Alley--Arch’s Gal Edith, by Arch .....................................................Dennis O’Neill
Macho Again ................................Gr. or ro. h., Macho Uno--Go Donna Go, by Wild Again ......................................West Point Thoroughbreds
Kinsale King .................................Dk. b. or br. g., Yankee Victor--Flaming Mirage, by Woodman ...........................Sheehy Brothers, agent
Testa Matta ...................................Dk. b. or br. h., Tapit--Difficult, by Concern ..........................................................Narvick International
Mizdirection..................................Gr. or ro. m., Mizzen Mast--Deceptive, by Clever Trick ........................................Solis Bloodstock
Wait a While..................................Gr. or ro. m., Maria’s Mon--Flirtatious, by A.P. Indy .............................................Ocala Horses
Gio Ponti .......................................B. h., Tale of the Cat--Chipeta Springs, by Alydar ................................................RNA
Blind Luck.....................................Ch. m., Pollard’s Vision--Lucky One, by Best of Luck..........................................RNA
Stay Thirsty ..................................Dk. b. or br. h., Bernardini--Marozia, by Storm Bird ............................................Todd Pletcher, agent
Devil May Care .............................B. m., Malibu Moon--Kelli’s Ransom, by Red Ransom ........................................RNA
Stephanie’s Kitten ........................B. f., Kitten’s Joy--Unfold the Rose, by Catienus ..................................................RNA
Brother Derek ...............................B. h., Benchmark--Miss Soft Sell, by Siyah Kalem ..............................................Cecil Peacock
Musical Romance ........................Dk. b. or br. m., Concorde’s Tune--Candlelightdinner, by Slew Gin Fizz ............Pinacle Stables
Midnight Lute ...............................Dk. b. or br. h., Real Quiet--Candytuft, by Dehere ...............................................RNA
Plum Pretty...................................B. m., Medaglia d’Oro--Liszy, by A.P. Indy ............................................................John Fort
Afleet Alex.....................................B. h., Northern Afleet--Maggy Hawk, by Hawkster ...............................................CJZ Racing Stable
Stardom Bound ............................Gr. or ro. m., Tapit--My White Corvette, by Tarr Road ..........................................Christopher Paasch

SALE PRICE

$ 370,000
250,000
240,000
390,000
345,000
21,000
150,000
95,000
35,000
150,000
67,000
60,000
50,000
260,000
45,000
10,000
500,000
400,000
17,000
275,000
22,000
290,000
130,000
75,000
375,000

RACE PECORD

SALE

TIME

BARMAR-05.............. :9.90/Gallop
BARMAY-10.............................. :10
OBSMAR-06.............................. :10
FTFMAR-11.........................:10.20
OBSMAR-12.........................:10.20
OBSAPR-11.........................:10.20
BARMAR-05.............:10.40/:11.50
BARMAY-08.........................:10.40
OBSAPR-11.........................:10.40
OBSFEB-07.........................:10.60
BARMAY-07.........................:10.60
BARMAR-08.........................:10.60
FTMMAY-10.........................:10.60
OBSFEB-05.............:10.60/:10.80
FTFMAR-07.................. :10.60/:11
OBSAPR-09.........................:10.60
FTFMAR-10.........................:10.80
FTFMAR-09.........................:10.80
OBSAPR-11.............................. :11
BARMAR-05....:20.80 (2F)/Gallop
OBSAPR-09......................:21 (2F)
OBSMAR-05......................:22 (2F)
OBSMAR-10................ :22.20 (2F)
FTMMAY-04................ :22.20 (2F)
OBSMAR-08................ :33.60 (3F)
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BREEZE TIMES

SALES AND RACETRACK PERFORMANCES BY SUB-10-SECOND BREEZES / MAJOR 2-YEAR-OLDS IN TRAINING UNDER-TACK SHOWS OF 2012
NAME

PEDIGREE

BUYER

SALE PRICE

Conquestor...................Dk. b. or br. c., Broken Vow--Runaway in Love, by Runaway Groom .........Mark Casse, agent
Danon Legend ..............Dk. b. or br., c., Macho Uno--My Goodness, by Storm Cat ........................Danox Co. Ltd.
Indian Clarkie ...............B. f., Indian Charlie--Winter Forest, by Forestry...........................................Iron Horse Racing
What a Name ................Ch. f., Mr. Greeley--Bonnie Byerly, by Dayjur...............................................John McCormack Bloodstock
Storm Jaguar ................Dk. b. or br. c., After Market--Travelator, by A. P Jet ....................................Narvick International
Masaru..........................Dk. b. or br. c., Tiznow--Letgomyecho, by Menifee .....................................Michael Weston
Special Jo .....................B. c., Johannesburg--Quiet City, by Carson City .........................................Mike McCarty
Fly Top Queen ..............B. f., Henny Hughes--Cape Discovery, by Cape Town.................................Oh, Ho Kuck (Oh Jong Hwan)
Looklistenandlearn ......B. c., Elusive Quality--Brocatelle, by Green Desert ......................................Castleton Lyons
Balance the Books .......B. c., Lemon Drop Kid--Kreisleriana, by Seeking the Gold .........................Klaravich Stable
Great Mach ...................B. f., Successful Appeal--Miss Gem, by Exclusive Gem .............................KOID (Choi Sang Bae)
Let Em Shine ................B. c., Songandaprayer--Justaspell, by Johannesburg.................................William R. Peeples
Bares Tripper ................Ch. f., Sky Mesa--Bare Dancer, by Cherokee Run .......................................David J. Lanzman & Jason Wood
Dafreakinheat ...............Dk. b. or br. f., Wildcat Heir--Unrepentant, by Pleasant Tap........................Chester Bishop
Overnight Trading ........Dk. b. or br. c., Midnight Lute--Rainbow Promise, by Known Fact.............Out
Ostourah .......................Dk. b. or br. f., Teuflesberg--Bella Dorato, by Goldminers Gold..................Out

$ 475,000
385,000
370,000
350,000
275,000
270,000
230,000
225,000
180,000
160,000
100,000
100,000
45,000
37,000
0
0

RACE RECORD

EARNINGS

ACHIEVEMENTS

OBSAPR ........... :9.80 .................4-1-0-1
BARMAR ........... :9.80 .................3-1-2-0
OBSMAR........... :9.80 ..................4-1-1-1
KEEAPR............ :9.80 ................. 5-3-1-1
OBSAPR ........... :9.80 .................4-1-0-1
KEEAPR............ :9.80 ................ 3-0-0-1
OBSMAR........... :9.80 ................. 6-1-2-1
OBSAPR ........... :9.80 ................Unraced
KEEAPR............ :9.80 ................2-0-0-0
KEEAPR............ :9.80 ................. 5-2-1-1
FTMMAY........... :9.80 ................2-0-0-0
BARMAR ........... :9.80 .................3-2-0-1
BARMAY ........... :9.80 ................ 5-2-0-0
OBSAPR ........... :9.80 ................. 6-2-1-1
KEEAPR............ :9.80 ................ 1-0-0-0
KEEAPR............ :9.80 .................1-1-0-0

SALE

TIME

$ 41,444
166,273
49,810
232,350
114,344
8,910
77,385

SW

1,294
331,500
0
73,800
93,400
39,851
800
40,800

SALES AND RACETRACK RESULTS BY GALLOP HORSES / MAJOR 2-YEAR-OLDS IN TRAINING UNDER-TACK SHOWS OF 2012
NAME

PEDIGREE

BUYER

SALE PRICE

P V Paul ........................Dk. b. or br. c., Dynaformer--Grand Pauline, by Two Punch .......................Stonestreet Stables
Graffitist ........................Ch. c., Distorted Humor--Summerly, by Summer Squall ............................Marc Keller
Iskha..............................Dk. b. or br. c., Medaglia d’Oro--Azelna, by Tropular...................................KJC Stables
Party Bus ......................Ch. f., Notional--Takemeoutonthetown, by Cape Town................................Paul Sabesky
Snackable .....................B. f., Globalize--Marketable, by Gold Market................................................Peter Miller
Incheon Tsunami..........Dk. b. or br. c., Yonaguska--Golden Diva, by Gold Fever ............................Jae Yong Kim
I Fly Solo.......................Dk. b. or br. f., Pleasantly Perfect--Wilderness Area, by Deputy Minister ....Derek J. Meredith
Mane Event ...................B. c., Momentum--Eleanor Rose, by In Excess ............................................Dr. Daiva Jasulaitis
Carole Grace.................Gr. or ro. f., Roman Ruler--Unbridled’s Amour, by Unbridled’s Song .........Michael R. Ellis
Troubles a Brew’n.........Ch. c., Notional--Chabuka, by River Flyer ....................................................Brian Kozak
Indy Signal....................Ch. c., Indygo Shiner--Apache Signal, by Announce...................................Virginia Demczyk
Fat Pocket .....................Ch. g., Simon Pure--Many Threes, by Jules ................................................Not sold
Blue Sky Diver ..............B. c., Orientate--Beautiful Sky, by Forestry ..................................................Not sold
Bluegrass Festival........Dk. b. or br. f., Bluegrass Cat--Berry Blessed, by St. Jovite ........................Not sold

$ 235,000
100,000
35,000
20,000
15,000
15,000
12,000
10,000
6,000
5,000
3,500
(11,000)
(12,000)
(19,000)

RACE RECORD

EARNINGS

FTFMAR .........Gallop ................ 2-0-0-1
KEEAPR..........Gallop ................Unraced
FTMMAY.........Gallop ................Unraced
FTMMAY.........Gallop ................ 6-0-0-1
BARMAY .........Gallop ..................5-1-1-2
BARMAY .........Gallop ................Unraced
BARMAY .........Gallop ................Unraced
BARMAY .........Gallop ................Unraced
BARMAY .........Gallop ................Unraced
BARMAY .........Gallop ................Unraced
OBSJUN .........Gallop ................Unraced
OBSJUN .........Gallop ................ 1-0-0-0
OBSJUN .........Gallop ................Unraced
OBSAPR .........Gallop ................ 1-0-0-0

SALE

TIME

$ 2,120

MAJOR 2-YEAR-OLD SALES RESULTS / 2012
SALE

HORSES SOLD

Barretts March selected 2-year-olds in training ..........................................77
OBS March selected 2-year-olds in training...............................................180
Fasig-Tipton florida selected 2-year-olds in training ..................................60
Keeneland April 2-year-olds in training .......................................................59
OBS spring 2-year-olds in training..............................................................771
Barretts May 2-year-olds in training ............................................................69
Fasig-Tipton Midlantic 2-year-olds in training ...........................................312
OBS June 2-year-olds in training and horses of racing age ......................421

TOTAL SALES

$ 8,426,000
24,739,500
19,215,000
9,754,000
33,506,400
2,986,500
16,721,000
10,563,100

AVERAGE

MEDIAN

HIGHEST PRICE

$ 109,429 ..................... $ 85,000 ........................ $ 435,000
137,442 ...................... 100,000 ............................ 800,000
320,250 ....................... 227,500 ......................... 1,300,000
165,322 ...................... 120,000 ............................ 700,000
43,458 ......................... 27,000 ............................ 650,000
43,283 ........................ 23,000 ............................ 300,000
53,593 ........................ 28,000 ............................ 575,000
25,090 ......................... 15,000 ............................ 350,000

8,760
28,760

873
135

FR-G3W

MG3P

G2W

SW; ntr at DMR 5F
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Farms invest in technology
to enhance equine security
By Patrick Reed
One of the essential and time-honored
aspects of Thoroughbred breeders’ day-today operations – security – is, along with
the rest of 21st-century business, undergoing a transformation in the digital age.
The images of a night watchman making his solitary rounds among the stallion
barns and of veterinarians and foaling attendants working unobtrusively as they
assist in an early-morning birth are familiar to breeders, who have traditionally relied on the human element to ensure their
horses’ safety and well-being.
While the eyes and ears of a dedicated
employee are still essential to barn security in 2013, a growing number of horse
farms are investing in sophisticated camera and surveillance equipment to provide
enhanced security for their bloodstock
and to add an extra level of service for
their clients.
When WinStar Farm in Versailles, Ky.,
unveiled its new stallion complex in early
February, among the many elements were
multimedia kiosks and high-deﬁ nition
televisions in the main lobby designed to
provide clients and visitors with more information about the company’s racing and
breeding services.
Just as important, WinStar upgraded its
camera surveillance system to meet the
needs of its expanded roster of 22 stallions
(including seven added from Vinery this
year) and to offer greater accessibility to
both WinStar staff and the farm’s breeding partners via mobile technology.
“In our old stallion barn, we had cameras, but it was a little bit of a mixed bag,”
WinStar General Manager Chris Baker
said. “Some of it was closed circuit, where
our security people could split a screen 16
ways and see entry and exit in every stall.
We had a couple of cameras that were Internet-ready, where our stablemates could
access [video] on the Web, and we record-

ed all of our breedings, but primarily for
DVD.
“At the new stallion complex, we put in
all Internet-ready cameras – there’s one in
every stall. And we now have software installed that enables the stallion manager,
the director of stallion operations, [and
staff] to access video on an iPad or iPhone,
where you can scroll through and look at
each horse in the stall.”
Thus, when they leave, the farm’s staff
members are still able to keep watch on
any stallion who may be dealing with minor illness or other issues by using the
software on their mobile phone or tablet.
According to Gregory Davis, who has
worked with horse farms on their video
installations for more than two decades
and supervised the WinStar upgrade, the
farm’s new camera system is designed to
provide both a live video feed for on-site
surveillance and a recordable signal with
a dedicated IP (Internet protocol) address
that could then be sent to staff members’
mobile devices and uploaded onto a server
and then to the Internet on a delayed basis
for clients to access.
“What this allowed us to do is to send
out an IP signal to iPads and iPhones and
to guard centers, and then send out to the
Internet for people such as owners to log
into and look at their horses,” Davis said.
The trick, he said, was implementing
a camera security system that had dual
capability, because while the farm’s staff
needed a 24/7 live feed for obvious reasons,
the signal sent to the IP address needed to
operate on a delay in case a major incident
were to occur with one or more horses.
While Davis acknowledges that installation needs vary from farm to farm – “Some
need a Ferrari, some require a Ford,” he
said – for the more cutting-edge projects,
he uses manufacturers such as Axis Communications, which specializes in IP signal cameras for a variety of settings (ﬁ xed
or standard, dome, outdoor, thermal), and

partners with United Digital Technologies, which offers planning and design
services as well as a product catalog featuring many leading hardware and software companies.
In addition to the WinStar project, Davis
continues to work with central Kentucky
operations such as Darley at Jonabell
Farm and Josephine Abercrombie’s Pin
Oak Stud, which he identiﬁed as a leader
in making the transition to digital mediabased wireless systems.
This transition to wireless is based as
much on the simple passage of time as on
a hunger for new products, according to
Davis.
In recent years, the aging copper infrastructure embedded in the ground to connect farms’ video security systems has become unreliable. Farms such as WinStar
and Pin Oak have made the transition to
what Davis terms a “wireless backbone”
to connect all of their services under one
mobile, interactive system impervious to
physical decay.
Over a period of time, Pin Oak has undertaken an extensive project to transform its communications network, said
John Backer, the farm’s chief ﬁnancial
ofﬁcer. The installation costs were considerable, but Backer said the farm’s management made the investment with an eye on
a wireless future.
“I’m working with about a 25-year-old
infrastructure, which is all buried copper to support, mainly, phone intercoms,”
Backer said. “We’re at the point where the
copper has started to deteriorate whenever you get water inﬁ ltration, or lightning,
or just the forces of nature...As the technology became available, I was willing to
try to link our LAN [local area network]
wirelessly as opposed to continue to put
money into an old system.”
Pin Oak’s network allows for voice, data,
and video transmission via the LAN, and
Backer said the technology offers users

an unprecedented level of accessibility
and control as they make decisions about
equine health and security. This beneﬁts
veterinarians, who can record and transmit data via tablet or phone from the foaling barn to their ofﬁce and back again, as
well as farm staff, who can work quickly
and efﬁciently as they monitor their
horses from multiple and mobile vantage
points.
“As far as our cameras, our higher-end
equipment is for our stallion facility,”
Backer said. “We use wireless IP cameras
for our foaling, so we can move them. We
don’t feel like we need a camera in each
stall, but as a mare gets closer to foaling,
we’ve got a series of cameras that are easily movable because they’re wireless. All
you have to do is have a power source.
[The cameras] are also infrared – you
don’t have to have a light source, so you
are not disturbing the mare by having a
light on in the stall. It’s all about the care
of the horse.”
Despite these innovations in communications and security technology, stud
farms at their core still rely on an experienced staff with comprehensive knowledge of equine health and safety. Even operations such as WinStar and Pin Oak that
have taken the next-generation plunge acknowledge the importance of well-trained
professionals on the grounds.
“You can have the greatest system in
the world, but the funnel or ﬁlter that it
all needs to come through is a steady human eye,” WinStar’s Baker said. “How
often are they looking at the horses, and
what are they looking for? Do they know
what they’re looking for? The human element can be a point of strength or a point
of weakness, depending on who you have...
and that’s why, for a lot of people, the cost
of the [upgraded] system can almost be
cost-prohibitive because, regardless of the
system that you put in, somebody still has
to look at the horses.”
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Mare Stare site
offers more eyes
for foal watch
By Nicole Russo
While a camera in a foaling barn is nothing new, Mare Stare
has upped the ante by allowing the public to witness equine
births while also providing a valuable security service to
mare owners.
Founded in 2004, Mare Stare is a hosting site in which owners with a camera installed in their barns can make that feed
publicly accessible to viewers, who can then alert them when
a mare goes into labor.
“Mare Stare is a family, a community of camera owners and
viewers who help each other share the miracle of birth,” the
service’s ofﬁcial website, www.marestare.com, states. “The
camera owners graciously put their foaling barns online for
the world to see. In exchange, they get the watchful eyes of
viewers from all over the world, who will call them as soon as
their mare goes into labor. As a reward for their vigilance, the
viewers get to see the birth live.”
The public cameras allow viewers to alert farms to other
safety and security concerns, such as a loose horse, a horse
cast in a stall, or an intruder in the barn.
“I found Mare Stare’s service to be invaluable,” said Laurie
McDowell of Maryland-based McDowell Racing Stables. “As I
don’t live on the same property as my horses, it allowed me to
still be the one doing their foal watch as opposed to sending
them out to foal...I used the service for all three of the foals
I foaled out myself. I put the cam online about a month or so
before her due date and kept it up until the weather was nice
enough for them to be outside more often than not, as people
really enjoyed watching them afterwards as well.”
McDowell cautioned that she didn’t rely on the Mare Stare
community to do her foal watch for her. Rather, she used the
service to remotely monitor the mares herself – with her
mother, who lives in California, also taking a shift via the
camera – and then stayed at the barn immediately prior to
the births.
Mare Stare currently hosts 283 feeds on its public page,
including farms with multiple cameras. In addition to Thoroughbred and Standardbred owners and breeders, other
breeds represented include Quarter Horses, Trakehners,
Arabians, Friesians, and miniature horses. Prominent users
include the University of Massachusetts at Amherst’s equine
reproduction program and Team CEO Eventing of Georgetown, Ky.
The community also is vibrant on social media, with more
than 8,900 fans on the ofﬁcial Mare Stare Facebook page.
“As far as the social aspect goes, I loved it, for the most part,”
McDowell said. “I also think it was great PR, as people got to
see for themselves the excellent care I provide, and my mare
looked gorgeous.”
While most mares foal with no problems, occasionally viewers may witness a difﬁcult or emotional birth, as was the case
when McDowell’s most recent foal, now a healthy 2-year-old,
was born.
“My last foal was actually born dead,” McDowell said. “I did
eight minutes of CPR and got her back, and she has no difﬁculties as a result, but that all played out live on the Internet.
I probably should have cut the feed to the camera, but that
didn’t really cross my mind at the time.
“I don’t know if I would foal out a client’s mare on Mare
Stare, at least on a public link, because it deﬁ nitely puts you
out there for all the world to see and opens you up to criticism
that could hurt your business.”
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Smithwick wins Ryan Book Award
By Mary Simon
The late Dr. Tony Ryan would have
liked Patrick Smithwick, no doubt about
it. Although separated by vast swaths of
time and space, they nevertheless shared
several essential qualities – ﬁercely competitive natures, courage, a penchant for
risk-taking, a profound love of the Thoroughbred, and a powerful literary bent.
They would have known each another in
a crowd, anywhere, instantly.
It is entirely ﬁtting then that on the
night of April 10, in a loft above the historic stallion barn at the Ryan family’s famed
Castleton Lyons farm near Lexington,
Ky., Smithwick was named the seventh recipient of the Dr. Tony Ryan Book Award,
joining a list of some of the best authors in
– and out of – the business. The man who
called out his name and handed the author
a check for $10,000 along with a Tipperary
Crystal trophy was Shane Ryan, who has
kept the prestigious competition going
each year since the passing of his father
in 2007. For both the Ryans and the Smithwicks, it was, is, and will continue to be all
about family.
At one time or another, Smithwick has
been a teacher of English and/or medieval
studies, an editor, a newspaper reporter,
a photographer, and, back in the day, a

steeplechase rider. He came by the latter skill set honestly as the son of Racing
Hall of Fame jump jockey A.P. “Paddy”
Smithwick and the nephew of Hall of Fame
trainer D.M. “Mikey” Smithwick. A racing pedigree just doesn’t get much better
than that, equine or human.
In “Flying Change,” a follow-up to his
2006 volume “Racing My Father” (a Dr.
Tony Ryan Book Award ﬁnalist), Patrick
Smithwick chronicles his mental and
physical path back from middle-aged desk
jockey to competitive race rider, and does
so with charming, if often brutal, introspection. He recalls invaluable advice on
horsemanship from his late Uncle Mikey,
reminisces about his famous father, who
died of cancer at 46, and describes his own
quest years later to stare down mortality
when he himself reached – and passed –
that milestone.
“What is a man to do at this age?” he
pondered early on in “Flying Change.”
“Most men get heavy, drink, develop a
paunch, work out occasionally at a health
club, play golf. They don’t jump up on a
3-year-old racehorse that is fueled and
trained to the point where he is about to
explode with nervous energy unless he is
allowed to bust out of the gate, drop down
on the rail, lower his head, and let the turbos roar, let them scream...”

A paunch and a putting green clearly
were not for Smithwick; the turbo-roar of
a ﬁnely tuned 3-year-old apparently was.
As one might imagine, Smithwick’s road
in his personal race against time was not
an easy one. His return to competitive
race riding as he approached the half-century mark proved physically exhausting,
mentally draining, often frustrating, and,
at times, quite humorous.
Ryan almost certainly would have reveled in this exquisite book about courage
and defying the odds, with its occasional
spot-on references to Kafka, Thoreau, and
Hemingway, and an opening chapter entitled “Call Me Ishmael.” It’s a book that, at
its very core, was all about love of family,
past and present.
Other ﬁnalists for the 2012 Dr. Tony
Ryan Book Award were “Kentucky Derby
Dreams: The Making of Thoroughbred
Champions,” by Susan Nusser; and “The
Garrett Gomez Story: A Jockey’s Journey
Through Addiction and Salvation,” by
Rudolph Valier Alvarado, with Garrett
Gomez. Judges were Kay Coyte, managing
editor of the Washington Post-Bloomberg
News service; HRTV broadcaster and producer Caton Bredar; and attorney and author Milton C. Toby, the winner of the 2011
Dr. Tony Ryan Book Award for “Dancer’s
Image: The Forgotten Story.”

WINNERS OF THE
DR. TONY RYAN BOOK AWARD
2012

PATRICK SMITHWICK, Flying Change:

A Year of Racing and Family and
Steeplechasing
2011

MILTON TOBY, Dancer’s Image:

The Forgotten Story
2010

JAIMY GORDON, Lord of Misrule

2009 JAMES E. “TED” BASSETT & BILL
MOONEY, Keeneland’s Ted Bassett:

My Life
2008 RUDY ALVARADO, The Untold Story

of Joe Hernandez: The Voice of
Santa Anita
2007 T.D. THORNTON, Not By a Long Shot:

A Season at a Hard Luck Horse
Track
2006 JOE DRAPE, Black Maestro

‘Flying Change’ details road back to track
An excerpt from Chapter 5 of “Flying
Change, a Year of Racing and Family and
Steeplechasing.”
The ground is low lying after the fourth
fence, and if there has been any rain, the going becomes boggy. Riders slow their horses
as they turn to the left and then straighten
to jump the ﬁfth, a nice four-foot post and
rail at the foot of a gradually rising hill. It
is a “line” fence – part of the actual paddock
fence – and jumping it seems as natural as
jumping out of a ﬁeld on a run out hunting.
“You might be tempted to relax going into
this fence,” says Mikey, standing in front of
it. “It looks like something you’d jump in a
junior hunter class, doesn’t it?” He looks at
the fence as if he is embarrassed by it. “But
you’ve got to be thinking one fence ahead
here. You’ve got to be setting yourself up for
the sixth. You know, make sure you’re not
stuck behind a bad jumper, or on the right
of a horse that jumps to the right. Going
into the sixth, you don’t want to be worrying
about the others.” Upon landing after the
ﬁfth, you head for an orange pylon, knowing that once you make a sharp turn to the
left around that pylon, you’ll be galloping
into one of the biggest fences on the course.
We walk along the path toward the paddock. It is the morning of the A. P. Smithwick. This is it. No horses are coming
toward us. Tom, on Mickey, is beside me,
Kiwana and Jonathan and Elizabeth behind us. Tom has timed it so we’ll arrive
as the track reopens after being harrowed.
We reach the paddock – it’s twice the size
of a show ring. A white-railed fence ex-

FLYING CHANGE: A YEAR OF RACING
AND FAMILY AND STEEPLECHASING
Author: Patrick Smithwick
Publisher: Chesapeake Book Company,
Baltimore, Maryland
Pages: 351
Hardcover, $30

tends around its perimeter, with the darkdirt ring inside the fence. The paddock
is vacant. It’s like walking into a theater
where you know Peter O’Toole, Katharine
Hepburn, Richard Burton and Elizabeth
Taylor will strut and act and love and ﬁght
that night, but now the stage is bare without the panoply of owners and trainers and
jockeys and horses milling around, each
groom leading his perfectly manicured
horse to a tree with his number posted on
it and then walking the horse on a narrow
dirt path around and around the tree, trying to settle him before the valets in their
gray outﬁts, holding the jockeys’ tack, and
the jockeys in their colorful silks with hel-

mets jauntily perched on their heads and
chin straps dangling walk lightly with assured athletic grace onto the stage. Each
trainer – most in sports jackets or suits –
motions for the groom to stand his or her
horse inside the circle by the tree, and the
groom leads the horse in, stands directly
in front of the horse, jiggles the shank to
relax him while the trainer lightly runs
his hand, once, twice, down the delicate
back of his horse before he and the valet
set the pads, number cloth and featherweight saddle onto this smooth, sleek,
ﬂinching fuselage.
Elizabeth and Kiwana are on young
horses who have never been to the main

track. They’re jigging and fussing and
staring wide-eyed at every new thing they
see. Tom is “paddocking” them. He tells
Elizabeth and Kiwana to walk them for
ﬁve minutes around the paddock, then
hack back to Oklahoma and jog around
once backwards.
Jonathan and I walk around the paddock a couple of times. My horse’s neck
is in a lather. The rubber-sheathed reins
have a little age on them, and the reins
are smooth, slippery. I reach back, pull
a faded red bandana out of my right rear
pocket – how do people make it through
the day without having a bandana or two
ready for use? – slap it on the rein under
my right hand and feel my grip become
more secure.
Tom is relaxed on Mickey. He is riding the exact same length he always has,
which is about two holes, or two inches,
shorter (or more racetrack-like) than what
is considered proper fox-hunting or showring length. He is by the gate that leads out
under the clubhouse to the main track. An
older man in a suit walks up, leans on the
rail, and starts talking to Tom. Jonathan
and I circle around again. Tom is talking
to the man, but he is also doing something
with his arm. Without looking up at us, he
is waving us over, signaling that it is time
to head for the track.
The three of us walk down the chute
across the path where thousands of spectators, entering from the clubhouse gate,
will be crossing in just a few hours.
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‘FLYING CHANGE’
“Patrick,” Tom says in his clipped, early-morning business tone. “Patrick,” he
says again, not waiting for me to answer,
“you go off ﬁ rst. Jog him back to the quarter pole, turn, and gallop twice under the
wire. Jonathan, you follow.”
“OK, jog down the stretch to the quarter
pole,” I say, as if to myself, but really to
repeat it back and ensure I have it right.
“Turn around, gallop twice under the
wire, and pull up...Go past the chute and
then pull up?” The chute to the starting
gate is around the turn. If you gallop past
it and then pull up, you add an eighth of
a mile.
“Yes,” he answers, sighing, as if it were
the biggest effort, “and then walk back to
this gap.”
We walk under the clubhouse and out
onto the track, where the bugler will play
as the horses for the A. P. Smithwick Memorial ﬁ le out this afternoon and then
the announcer will call out, “The horses
are on the track.” In my mind’s ear, I hear
the great Fred Capesella announce, “The
horses /are on /the track,” in perfect iambic trimeter. I am hearing Capesella, I am
seeing the bugler with his trumpet by the
entrance gate to the track, and I am listening to the notes, which always send tingles
up my spine, whether as a kid with my old
friend Mike White thirty-ﬁve years ago,
both of us lying on our backs, ﬁshing poles
by our sides, down by the Yaddo pond half
a mile away, or up on Wild Amber headed
out to ride in a hurdle race.
We’re on the track. I take a left. Sprinter
immediately begins to jog without me giving him any signal to do so, feeling like one
of Pop’s old cars with the RPMs set high so
that the second you take your foot off the
brake, the car shoots out from under you.
The track is beautiful. It is inviting. The
dirt surface has just been harrowed and
watered, and the dirt lies in parallel and
even rows, with no hoof marks, no clumps,
no droppings. It’s like being at the top of a
mountain in the early morning, standing
in skis, looking down at the fresh powder
having fallen the night before and preparing to push off. I stand in the irons, lean
back against the reins and let Sprinter
trot along the outside rail. I’m thinking
about an old friend who is the speaker at
Breakfasts at Saratoga, and yes, there she
is – ﬁt and youthful and snappily dressed
– facing slightly away from me, explaining something to her tables of listeners. I
almost call out her name but decide not to
interrupt her talk, and besides, I am getting down to business on this horse. She
is now a successful racetrack commentator, and for years I’ve wanted to go to her
Breakfast at Saratoga, to surprise her and
have a good chat, hear about her life, but
I have never done it. Instead, in the early
morning, I’ve always been on one of these
horses of Tom’s while she, who had hung
up her tack, was doing something far more
practical, making good money talking
about what she knew and loved.
I jog Sprinter quietly for a quarter of a
mile, up to the head of the stretch. Horses
are entering the track from its many gaps.
I pull up to a walk, turn Sprinter toward
the inside rail, make him stand. “OK?” I
call back to Jonathan, who also stands his
horse up. “All set, Old-Blood.”
I ease Sprinter off, keeping my hands

GARRYJONES

Patrick Smithwick (left) accepts a crystal trophy as the winner of the 2012 Dr.
Tony Ryan Book Award from Shane Ryan at Castleton Lyons farm.
down. We gallop easily down the wide
stretch, the empty grandstand – consisting
of timber beams and wood planking and
built on a scale relative to the human and
to the horse – looming long, low-slung and
historic on the right. It is open to fresh air;
there is no wall of glass and steel beams
partitioning off the spectators, disjoining
them from the horses and riders. During
the prerace post parade in the afternoons,
you can smell the lather between the horses’ hind legs, the nostril-clearing scent of
the droppings, the freshly saddle-soaped
leather of the tack; you can hear the jangle of the polished bit of the bridle and the
slapping of the reins and the quick, light
hoof-pats on the powdery surface.
At the sixteenth pole, I hear my old
friend over the loud speaker, “And that’s
Patrick Smithwick up here to present the
trophy for his father’s memorial race this
afternoon. He’s helping out trainer Tom
Voss, who is running the favorite in the
A. P. Smithwick today...” A horse charges down the stretch and under the wire
on my inside. Sprinter throws his head
up and lunges a stride or two. I keep my
hands down, lower my butt, and steer him
in and out of horses who are pulling up –
going from a gallop to a canter to a trot and
angling to the outside rail – as we pick up
speed going around the clubhouse turn.
Around the turn, past the starting gate
chute, headed down the backstretch, and I
still have my hands down. I slow Sprinter.
He leans into the bit. I lean back against
him, in control. Out of the corner of my eye,
I spot Scotty Schulhofer leaning on the rail.
I nod to him, one of my father’s greatest
friends and the most kind and gentle man
ever to be inducted into the Hall of Fame.
I hear horses coming up on my inside. A
rolling, thundering chaos of hooves gaining on me fast. The jangling of steel bits,
the slapping of reins against necks and
boots against saddle ﬂaps. Men yelling.
Sprinter’s head shoots up. I lean back. We
pick up speed. The three horses are alongside us, two in front, one behind. The jock
behind and on the outside is pushing and

trying to get his horse up with the others,
cussing and yelling at the riders in front
to wait up. He reaches back and cracks his
horse on the rump with his stick, and now
they are alongside me. This is embarrassing. I can remember this feeling so well. It
immediately returns. They are working
– going full tilt – but they are stuck alongside me, the exercise riders pushing their
horses, and this damn Sprinter is taking
these huge, powerful strides and keeping
up with them while I am standing straight
up in the irons, looking like a farm boy galloping his ﬁrst tough horse. There’s no ﬁnessing Sprinter. He wants to go with this
trio. He’s dying to cut loose and show these
guys who’s boss. I have no doubt he could
do it if I so much as relaxed my grip for a
ﬁ fth of a second. They start to pull away
from us, and Sprinter digs in, ﬁghting me,
wanting to be released. He is strengthening; I am weakening. I feel like I am about
to lose him. How mortifying this would be.
How dangerous this could be. What would
he be like going full tilt? Would I be able
to control him? To steer him? Would I be
forced, in order to get past the other horses
now crowding onto the track, to pull him
over on the rail, where he would think I
placed him to work.
Halfway around the turn, I lean back
with one ﬁnal recall of strength and run
the bit back and forth through his mouth,
and they go on without us. Their hooves
blast a stream of the wet, gravelly dirt into
my face, across my chest. I duck down.
I am not ﬁt for riding a puller. To gallop
a puller, more than your legs have to be
ﬁt; your hands, arms, and back have to be
strong and used to this position and able to
maintain it. My legs are in good shape. I am
gripping, squeezing the reins as hard as I
can, but my right arm – Sprinter is pulling
to the left, trying to get down on the rail – is
going numb. My ﬁngers are outstretched,
about to give out. I pull the arm to my side
and lock my elbow against my rib cage, trying to take pressure off the arm. We gallop
down the stretch. I’m no pretty picture.
Sprinter has his head down and is pulling

relentlessly against me. With every surging
stride, he’s trying to break away. My hands
are like clamps on the reins. I am ordering
them to grip, to stay strong, but I don’t know
how long they can hold on. I remember this
feeling of having to stay calm when you are
about to lose control as if I had just experienced it on one of my father’s horses the day
before: It could be Limbo, black, gigantic,
incredibly long-striding, who would throw
his head high before trying to take off; or it
could be Wadsworth, a chestnut who liked
to gallop with his nose inches from the
ground, gradually pick up speed, his nose
skimming the dirt of the track, until your
feet were “up on the dashboard,” up on
his shoulders, and you were leaning back
with all your strength, and all you could do
was feel those shoulder muscles powering
themselves faster and faster, wrenching a
notch looser from your control with every
stride. Or it could be Arnold W., who would
leap and plunge, and duck and spook, the
entire time around, as if he were playing,
and suddenly, after one plunge, he would
land with his legs churning, burning up the
track, and you couldn’t believe the speed at
which you were going. Pop would be standing by the rail, and when the horse would
give that one fraction more of a surge, my
arms would give out, and I’d have no choice
but to release the reins and resign myself to
letting him kick into high speed for a quarter of a mile, three-eighths of a mile, while
feeling the laser stares of the riders on other horses, the trainers leaning on the rail,
and Pop. I’d be boiling over with failure,
feeling with each passing and irretrievable
second more and more of a ﬂop, a weakling
– a race-car driver whose car has gone into
a spin, a quarterback who watches as his
pass spirals blissfully, perfectly, toward the
moving target and then is snatched out of
the air by a defending linebacker.
The red bandana is ﬂapping under my
right hand. We pass my friend, the stylish
announcer, on the right as she speaks to
her gathering. I don’t as much as glance
at her standing there – she who would instantly see the precariousness of my situation. Nor do I look at the Bloody Mary–
sipping, eggs Benedict-eating spectators
watching Sprinter and me and having no
idea of what is happening.
We’re under the wire. Time to pull up.
There’s a confusing hurly-burly of horses
in front of us. Some are on the outside rail
jogging back to the clubhouse gap, some
easing up from their gallops and pulling
across the track toward the outside rail,
some starting off on gallops and having
to go closer than normal to the inside rail.
We have to lace through the crowd. I’m
pulling hard with all of my body. He is not
responding. My legs are shot. My back is
worn out. I see Peter Pugh, one-time jumping rider, now a successful trainer, riding
western on a pony, cantering along, going
my direction. I think about calling out
and asking him to “catch me,” to gallop up
alongside me, grab a rein, and ease me up.
But I don’t.
Standing up straight in the stirrups,
I lean back as hard as I can. We slow to a
canter, a trot, a jog. I feel balanced, feel
like an extension of this big, long-striding
horse. Not an extension, rather a part of
the horse, able to predict every movement.
We’ve made it.
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HOT SIRE: INTO MISCHIEF

YOUNG STALLION CONTINUES RISE
WITH TWO DERBY CONTENDERS
By Patrick Reed
Spendthrift Farms stallion Into Mischief became a late-arriving standout
among ﬁ rst-crop sires last fall when a trio
of juvenile performers won stakes within
a span of 22 days.
Wins by Goldencents, Vyjack, and Sittin At the Bar rapidly elevated Into Mischief on the ﬁ rst-crop earnings list, and
after Sittin At the Bar notched another
stakes win at the end of December, the
son of Harlan’s Holiday ﬁ nished the year
ranked third on the freshman sire list
with $1,171,578 in progeny earnings, about
$50,000 behind leader Henrythenavigator
and less than $10,000 behind second-place
Spring At Last.
The ﬁ rst four months of 2013 have seen
Into Mischief continue his ascendancy.
All three of his stakes winners at 2 have
trained on to capture stakes at 3, and on
April 6, Goldencents ﬂashed the kind of
talent in the Santa Anita Derby that will
convince many handicappers to give the
colt a long look in the May 4 Kentucky
Derby.
Owned by a partnership that includes
University of Louisville men’s basketball coach Rick Pitino and conditioned
by 2012 Derby-winning trainer Doug
O’Neill, Goldencents entered the Santa
Anita Derby having lost a bit of his early
luster. The colt won the $1 million Delta
Downs Jackpot, a 1 1/16-mile, Grade
3 stakes, on Nov. 17 and then took the
Grade 3 Sham Stakes at Santa Anita on
Jan. 5 at a mile to solidify his position
as one of the points leaders in Churchill Downs’s Road to the Kentucky Derby
qualifying series.
In his next start, however, he got into
a speed duel with Flashback in the Grade
2 San Felipe Stakes on March 9 at 1 1/16
miles and faded to ﬁ nish fourth, leading
some to question whether the colt had
reached his distance limit.
In the Santa Anita Derby, Goldencents
stalked the pace in second through the
backstretch, surged to the lead leaving
the far turn, and turned back Flashback
with surprising ease in the ﬁ nal furlong
to score by 1 1/4 lengths. His ﬁ nal time of
1:48.76 for 1 1/8 miles was good for a career-best 105 Beyer Speed Figure, tied for
the second best among 3-year-olds this
year through April 9.
The colt has three graded stakes wins to
his credit and has bankrolled $1,250,000
after selling as a yearling for a scant
$5,500 and for $62,000 as a juvenile, purchased by O’Neill’s brother, bloodstock
adviser Dennis, on behalf of his ownership group.
Vyjack spent the winter building a
strong résumé that put him among the
leaders of his division. Bred in Kentucky
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Goldencents earned a 105 Beyer Speed Figure for his Santa Anita Derby victory, raising the proﬁle of his sire, Into Mischief.

by Machmer Hall, the gelding was a
$45,000 purchase at the 2011 Fasig-Tipton
Kentucky July selected yearling sale by
Pike Racing, agent, which sold him for
$100,000 at the Fasig-Tipton Midlantic
sale of 2-year-olds in training to entrepreneur and professional horseplayer David
Wilkenfeld’s Pick Six Racing.
Vyjack reeled off four consecutive wins
to start his career, the last three in stakes,
culminating with his best performance
to date, a win in the Grade 3 Gotham at
1 1/16 miles March 2. In the 1 1/8-mile
Wood Memorial on April 6, he battled
gamely but tired late to ﬁ nish third behind Verrazano and Normandy Invasion.
Trainer Rudy Rodriguez said after the
Wood that he was happy with Vyjack’s effort and conﬁ rmed that his gelding was
headed to the Derby.
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Goldencents and Vyjack sport pedigrees that are solid but far from spectacular and are indicative of the quality
of mares an unproven stallion with some
racetrack success but a modest lineage
can expect to receive when initially going
to stud in the competitive central Kentucky market.
Goldencents, out of the winning Banker’s Gold mare Golden Works, has only
one instance of graded-stakes black type
in the ﬁ rst three generations of his female family, although his second dam,
Body Works, by Bold Ruckus, did win 13
stakes, primarily at Assiniboia Downs in
Manitoba.
Vyjack is out of the unraced Stravinsky mare Life Happened and has a more
accomplished family, as his dam is a
half-sister to multiple Grade 3 winner,
$500,000 earner, and solid New Yorkbased sire Disco Rico. Multiple graded
stakes winner Miss Slewpy is another notable female family member.
Perhaps the most impressive aspect
of Into Mischief’s rise over the past six
months is that he has made such an impact with a relatively small number of

foals to race. Through April 9, he had
only 27 starters racing in the Northern
Hemisphere. The stallion covered 50
mares in 2012 at a fee of $7,500 and initially was set to stand the 2013 season at
the same fee. In mid-December, after
Vyjack and Sittin At the Bar won stakes,
Spendthrift raised the stallion’s fee to
$10,000.
“The response has really been huge
from breeders,” Spendthrift General
Manager Ned Toffey said in December.
“I think that Into Mischief is a horse that
to some degree was maybe overlooked. I
think when breeders see these results
and go back and look closer at this horse,
they’re realizing how good of a horse he
really was. He was very talented and very
precocious.”
On Jan. 5, Goldencents and Vyjack won
Grade 3 stakes within an hour’s time, and
Spendthrift boosted Into Mischief’s 2013
fee to $20,000. The stallion was booked
full by February. In 2009, his ﬁ rst season
at stud, Into Mischief participated in the
farm’s popular “Share the Upside” program, in which breeders who show an
early commitment to a young stallion re-

ceive a lifetime breeding right.
Purchased for $180,000 by B. Wayne
Hughes at the 2007 Ocala Breeders’ Sales
Co. March selected sale of 2-year-olds
in training and conditioned by Richard
Mandella, Into Mischief won his career
debut at 6 1/2 furlongs on Santa Anita’s
synthetic surface that October. After
a runner-up ﬁ nish in the Grade 3 Hollywood Prevue Stakes, he captured the
Grade 1 CashCall Futurity at 1 1/16 miles
over eventual Travers Stakes winner and
current WinStar Farm ﬁ rst-crop sire
Colonel John.
Into Mischief subsequently ﬁ nished
second in the Grade 2 San Vicente in
early 2008 but was sidelined due to minor
foot injuries and did not return until the
fall. He won the seven-furlong Damascus
Stakes and ﬁ nished second in the Grade 1
Malibu before retiring to Spendthrift. In
six starts, Into Mischief won three times
and was second three times while earning $597,080.
As the third foal out of the stakes-winning Tricky Creek mare Leslie’s Lady,
Into Mischief possessed a female family
that offered modest appeal tracing back

to his third dam, the One for All mare
One Last Bird, who was a stakes-placed
winner and a half-sister to both Grade 1
winner Roanoke and Grade 3-placed Last
Cause, the third dam of O’Neill’s 2012
Derby winner, I’ll Have Another.
Recent events, however, have cast Into
Mischief’s pedigree in an entirely new
and more ﬂattering light. His half-sister
Beholder, by Henny Hughes, scored in the
Grade 1 Breeders’ Cup Juvenile Fillies
last fall to secure champion-ﬁ lly honors
in her division. Beholder returned at 3
to pick up where she left off, winning the
Grade 1 Las Virgenes and Santa Anita
Oaks in advance of a planned start in the
Kentucky Oaks on May 3.
Into Mischief’s other stakes winner,
the Louisiana-bred ﬁ lly Sittin At the Bar,
is out of the stakes-winning Mutakddim
mare Fast Laner. Three of her four career wins have been in stakes, including
her most recent start in the Crescent City
Oaks at Fair Grounds on March 30, a race
that covers about a mile and 70 yards.
Two of his other ﬁ rst-crop foals, Holiday
Mischief and Mischievous Mama, placed
in stakes earlier this year.

Astrology

Forestry

A.P. Indy - Quiet Eclipse, by Quiet American
$7,500 stands & nurses

Storm Cat - Shared Interest, by Pleasant Colony
$8,000 stands & nurses

Unbridled’s Song - Collect Call, by Meadowlake
$8,000 stands & nurses

Eskendereya

Northern Afleet

Unbridled’s Song

Giant’s Causeway - Aldebaran Light, by Seattle Slew
$17,500 stands & nurses

Afleet - Nuryette, by Nureyev
$8,000 stands & nurses

Unbridled - Trolley Song, by Caro (Ire)
$60,000 stands & nurses
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